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1740. 

ALLEN*  ROBERT,  was  the  fecond  fon  of  captain 
William  Allen,  unhappily  killed,  in  1696,  on  board 
ill?  Bo nad venture,  and  of  whole  gallantry  on  that  occafton 
we  have  alreaay  given  a  iliort  account,  (vol.  ii.  p-  406.) 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  1689,  and  was  on  board  his 
father's  ihip  at  the  time  of  the  encounter  which  proved 
fatal  to  him,  leaving  this  gentleman,  his  fon,  then  fcarccly 
eight  years  old.  Purfuing  the  fame  profelfion  with  much 
cagernefs,  and  nothing  intimidated  at  the  difafter  which 
had  befallen  his  parent,  he  was  very  defervedly  patronized, 
early  in  life,  by  admiral  Hopfon,  and  promoted,  through 
(hat  gentleman  s  recommendation, aided  by  his  own  deferts, 
to  be  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Refcrve.  No  other  mention 
is  made  of  him  till  the  year  171 1,  when  he  was  appointed 
flrft  lieutenant  of1  the  Norfolk,  a  large  third  rate.  With- 
out friends,  and,  confequently,  without  intereft,  he  con- 
tinued a  lieutenant  for  nearly  thirty  years  after  this  time, 
but  during  this  .  very  mortifying  period  held  various 
appointments,  as  firit  lieutenant  of  different  (hips.  Thofe 
1  particularly  mentioned  were,  the  Sterling  Cattle,  his 
commilfion  for  which  he  received  in  1736:  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  removed  into  the  Lion :  and,  in  1728, 
into  the- Bredah.  In  1733,  he  was  made  lieutenant  of 
the  Berwick:  and,  laftly,  in  1737,  of  the  Gloucefler. 
Having  at  length  fufficiently  attracted  the  notice  of  his 
A  2  fupe- 
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fuperiors  by  his  long  and  very  meritorious  fervica,  he  was, 
on  May  8,  1740,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Biddeford 
frigate,  though  in  fome  accounts  he  is erroneoufly  dated  as 
captain  of  the  Lyme  a  ftiort  time  before  the  above  date.  In 
the- Biddeford  he  continued  only  till  July  following,  and 
was  then  promoted  to  the  Rochefter,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty 
guns;  in  which  (hip  he  remained  till  the  enfuing  year; 
he  was  then  made  captain  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  a  firft 
rate,  fitted  as  a  flag-fhip:  but,  in  1742,  was  removed  into 
the  Charlotte  yacht.  In  the  month  of  September  1745, 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Somerfet ;  in  which  command  he 
remained  only  till  the  month  of  November  following,  and 
then  honourably  retired  from  the  line  of  active  fervice,  on 
being  made  capiain  of  the  Mary  yacht.  We  have  no  other 
intelligence  concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1752,  to  that  time  retaining  his  laft 
appointment. 

BALCHEN,  George, — was  the  only  fon  of  the  ©rare 
and  unfortunate  fir  Jolin  Balchen,  knight-,  born  fome- 
'time  in  the  year  1717.  Having,  accord) n%both  to  report 
and  every  probable  conjecture,  been  brought  up  and  pro- 
perly inltru&ed  in  the  feveral  neceflary  duties  of  an 
officer  under  the  immediate  eye  of  his  worthy  parent,  he 
was,  on  the  12th  of  September  1740,  promoted  to  be 
captain  of  the  Greyhound.  In  1742  he  was  captain  6f 
the  Folkftone,  of  44  guns,  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation, 
and  bore  a  diltingui  filed  fhare,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Barnett,  in  the  encounter  with  the  chevalier 
de  Caylus.  After  his  return  to  England  he  was  promoted 
to  the  Pembroke,  and  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where 
unhappily"  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only  twenty-eight 
years  old,  he  died,  univerfally  regretted,  on  the  18th  of 
December  1745,  having  not  long  furvived  the  unhappy 
fate  of  his  gallant  father  +. 

BERTI E,  Lord  Montague  §,  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
Robert, 

•  SceVoI.iii.  p.  155. 

t  See  vol.  iv.  p.  fiis.  Commodore  Harriet  f]  there  erroneoufly 
Mated  10  have  hid  with  him  another  {hip  of  the  line;  but  we  now  Gad 
thii  (hip  to  have  been  the  Folkilone. 

J  Ibid-  p.  161.  . 

f  Thii  family  originally  came  into  England,  from  Bertiland  in 
Pruffij,  when  ihc  Saxons  fir  ft  invaded  this  nation;  and  by  the  gift  of 
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Robert,  firft  duke  of  Ancaftcr,  &c.  and  Albinia  his 
fecond  wife,  daughter  to  major-general  William  Farring- 
ton,  of  Chifelhurft,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  He  was,  on 
the  18th  of  July  1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Lyme 
frigate;  in  which  (hip  he  continued  during  all  or  the 
greater  part  of  the  following  year:-  but  no  oihcr  mention 
is  any  where  made  of  him  as  a  naval  officer.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Piers,  efq.  member  of 
parliament  for  Wells,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  by  whom 
he  had  two  daughters.  He  died  of  a  dropfy  on  the  12th 
of  December  1753,  and  was  buried  at  Chifelhurft  afore- 
faid. 

BOLTON,  Harry  Powlet,  Duke  of,— was  the  fecond 
fon  of  Harry,  the  fourth  perfonage  who  was  inverted  with 
that  high  title.  On  the  15th  of  July  1740,  he  was  pro- 
moted from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  the  command  of  the 
PortMahon,  of  24 guns.  He  was  employed  in  the  month 
of  November  enfuing  in  efcorting  the  Oporto  trade,  as  he 
alfo  was,  m  the  month  of  February  1741,  in  convoying 
that  to  Lilbon  From  the  Folkitone  he  was  foon  advanced 
to  the  Oxford,  of  fifty  guns,  a  fhip  on  the  Mediterranean 
ftation.  In  the  month  of  Augult  1742,  we  find  him 
ferving  under  commodore  Martin,  with  the  fquadron  fent 
into  Naples  by  admiral  Mathews;  the  caufe  and  event  of 
which  expedition  have  been  already  related  at  length-. 
After  this  time  he  was  employed  with  feveral'  fmall  de- 
tachments, and  was  prefent  afterwards  at  the  action 
off  Toulon,  but  not  engaged,  the  Oxfosd,  with  feveral 
other  fifiy-gun  fhips,  being  ftationed  as  a  referve  in 
cafe  any  of  the  enemy's  fleet  ihould  be  fortunate 
enough  to  force  their  way  through  the  Biitifh  line. 
After    the    conclufion   of    that    unfortunate    encounter, 

one  of  (he  Saxon  kings  hatf  a  raffle,  and  alfo  a  town,  which  was  de- 
nominated from  'ihcm  Bertiefted,  near  Maidflone  in  Ken!,  fled  and 
flad  denoting,  in  die  Saxon  language,  a  cown. 

It  appears  from  an  ancient  manulcript  in  the  Cotton  library,  that 
Leopatd  de  Bertie  was  eonltable  of  Dover-ealtle  in  the  reign  of  king 
Ethclred,  from  whom  defcended  Hieronymus  de  Bertie,  founder,  or 
at  lead  a  great  benefitlor  to  one  of  the  monaOertes  in  Kent  the  north 
pin  of  which  he  built  at  his  own  expence,  and  him  ft  if  was  buried  in 
a  chapel  there,  where  thefe  arms  wete  put  up  again!!  a  pillar,  viz. 
Three  Battering  Rams  in  Pale. 

*  See  the  life  of  Mr.  Martin,  vol.  iv.  p.  72. 

A  3  captain 
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captain  Powlet  was  ordered  to  attend  the  difarlled  fhip 
Marlborough  into  Port  Mahon.  No  other  remarkable 
notice  is  taken  of  him  during  the  time  he  continued  on 
the  above-mentioned  fiation.  We  hear  nothing  more  of 
him  till  the  month  of  June  1745,  when,  having  in  the 
interim  returned  to  England,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate  of  90  guns :  but 
we  have  no  farther  particulars  concerning  him  during  the 
time  he  retained  that  ftation,  except  his  having  been  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-martial  field,  on  board  the  Sand- 
wich, at  Spithead,  in  the  month  of  June  1745,  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Green  of  the  Lizard.     In  1740,  he  was* 

fxamined  as  one  of  the  witnefles  on  the  trial  of  vice-admiral 
.eftocfc,  touching  his  conduct  in  the  engagement  off 
Toulon. 

His  next  command  was  the  Ruby,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty 
guns.  In  April  1746,  we  find  him  to  have  been,  by  order, 
captain  of  the  Defiance,  of  fixty  guns,  a  {hip  at  that  time 
employed  as  acruifer.  On  the  2(ft  he  fell  fn  with  and 
captured,  after  a  very  fmart  engagement,  which  continued 
two  hours,  a.  very  large  French  frigate  carrying  forty 
guns  and  three  hundred  and  fixty.five  men,  called  tfrft' 
Ambufcade,  new  from  the  Mocks.  As  a  proof  of  the 
judicious  manner  in  which  the  Defiance  was  conducted 
during  the  action,  captain  Powlet  had  only  one  man  killed" 
and  three  wounded,  while  the  enemy  had  on  the  fame  oc- 
cation  twenty-fuc.  He  returned  afterwards,  for  a  fliort 
time,  into  the  Ruby,  but  was  foon  removed  into  the  Exeter, 
of  60  guns,  and  ordered  to  the  Eaft  I  ndies,  where  he  con- 
tinued^to'  ferve  during  the  remainder  of  the  war;  but  is 
not,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcover,  mentioned  in 
any  other  way  than  has  been  already  related  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Bofcswen*.     Alter  his  return  to  England t  admiral 

*  See  vol.  iv,  p.  318.  Mr  Bofcawen,  after  the  loft  of  the  Namur, 
hotted  his  flag  on  board  the  Exeter,  and  .relumed  to  England  with 
captain  Powlei.  Thai  gallant  admiral  ii  bid  to  have  declared,  on  all 
o-ccafions,  that  the  Excicr  was  one  of  the  bell  regulated  and  conducted 
(hips  he  had  ever  been  on  board  of. 

+  On  the    13th   of  May    175!,    he  married    Mary,    daugfiter   of 

— Nunn,  of  Eltham  in  the  county  uf  Ken  I,  cfq.  By  this  lady,  who' 

died  May  gl,  1764,  and  is  buried  at  Eltham,  he  had  one  daughter, 
Mary-Henrietta,  born  OSober  1753,  married  April  the  84th,  177a, 
John,  now  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  died  March  the  30th,  1779,  in  tho 
twenty-Gxth  year  of  bcr  age. 

Griffin, 
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Griffin,  who  was  hirafelf  tried  and  difmifled  the  fervice 
for  his  mifconduct  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  had  publicly 
mentioned  forae  exceptions  which  he  thought  proper  to 
take  againft  captain  rowlet's  conduct.  A  court-martial 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  enquire  into  the  matter :  it 
afTembled  on  board  the  Devonlhire,  in  the  river  Med  way, 
on  the  i  ft  of  September  1 752,  admiral  Townfhend  being 
the  prefident.  No  perfon,  however,  appearing  to  fub- 
(tantiate  the  charge,  it  was  unanimously  pronounced,  in 
the  ftrictelt  fenfe  of  the  word,  groundless. 

In  the  month  of  February  1753,  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  Sornerfet,  a  third  rate  of  feventy  guns,  com- 
rmflioned  as  a  guard- (hip  at  Chatham. 

Sy  the  fucceflion  of  his  father,  the  lord  Harry  Powlet, 
to  the  dukedom  of  Bolton,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft  1754, 
he  himfelf  became,  as  his  fecond  fon,  inverted  with  the 
fame  honorary  title.  In  the  lame  year  he  was  elected  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Lymington,  as 
he  was,  in  that  which  fucceeded,  for  the  city  of  Win- 
chefter.  In  1755  he  was  captain  of  the  Barfleur,  a  fecond 
rate,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  cruife,  in  foundings,  under 
the  command  of  fir  Ed  w.  Hawke,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  French,  whole  treacherous  and  hoftile  intentions  had 
been  for  fome  time  fufpected.  An  occurrence  took  place 
while  he  was  thus  employed  which  made  confiderable 
noife,  and  caufed  him  to  be  much,  and,  as  it  appears,  very 
undefervedly  cenfured;  a  whimfical  miftake  in  the  terms 
ufed  by  him  in  his  plea  of  defence,  was  humouroufly  and 
ingenhufly,  though,  we  mtift  own,  not  very  fairly  held  out 
as  an  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  guilt  of  this  noble 
perfon,  popular  opinion  difdains  ever  to  confefs  its 
error,  and  rather  prefers  calumniating  the  molt  innocent 
and  fpotlefs  character,  than  foregoing  a  prejudice  nattily, 
and,  perhaps,  very  wantonly  taken  up. 

The  whole  of  the  tranfadtion  alluded  to  having  under- 
gone a  ferious  and  legal  investigation,  we  cannot,  perhaps, 
act  more  fairly,  than  briefly  to  iiate  the  proceedings  which 
took  place,  and  the  facts  as  given  in  evidence. 

He  wft  tried  by  a  court-martial  held  on  board  the  Prince 
George,  at  Portfmouth,  on  the  20th,  2ift,  and  22d  of 
October  1755,  before  Henry  Ofborne,  efq,  vice-admiral 
of  the  red,  on  a.  charge  of  quitting  his  Ration  without 
leave  from  admiral  Hawke,  of  whofe  fquadron  the  Bar- 
A  4  flcur, 
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fleur,  as  has  been  already  dated,  was  one.  Upon  this  trial 
it  was  proved  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  Aiiguft 
lord  Powlett,  by  verbal  order  from  fir  E.  Hawke,  gave  chafe 
lo  a  fail  that  appeared  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  continued  the 
purfnitto  leeward  of  the  fleet  from  ten  o'clock  till  twelve, 
when  he  came  up  and  fpokewith  the  veflel, which  proved  to 
be  a  friend :  he  then  Itretchcd  away  to  the  weftward  till 
two;  afld  at  two  tacked  and"  flood  towards  the  fleet  till 
feven.  Some  of  the  fleet  were  feen  ftanding  on  one  tack 
aqd  fome  on  another,  fo  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
fleet  ftood  eaft  or  weft.  Lord  Powlett  therefore  ordered 
the  mailer  to  fet  the  admiral,  who  bore  N.  E.  by  N. 
about  four  leagues  difiant ,  but  about  eight  o'clock,  night 
coming  on,  and  the  Barflcur  being  Hill  atadiltance,  he 
entirely  loft  fight  of  the  fleet. 

A?  the  (hips  had  been  feen  ftanding  on  different  tacks, 
lord  Powlett  was  now  in  doubt  what  was  really  the  track 
of  the  fleet;  upon  which  he  advifed  wiih  the  malter,  and 
it  was  concluded  that  the  moft  likely  method  to  join  it  was 
to  ftand  eaft  ward  till  midnight;  and  then,  if  no  part  of  it 
fhould  be  ken,  to  put  about  to  the  weftward. 

Having,  inconfequcnceofthisdetermination,fteepedeaft 
till  twelve  at  night,  crowding  all  the  fail  he  could,  and  hav- 
ing difeovered  no  lights  during  that  time,  he  tacked  to  the  - 
weftward,  and  kept  on  that  courfe  till  between  five  and  lix 
in  the  morning  of  the  next  day;  at  that  time  a  midfhipman 
at  the  mail-head  called  out  that  he  faw  three  fail  bearing 
about  E.  by  N.  The  lieutenant  of  the  watch  concluding 
that  thefe  three  ftiips  were  part  of  the  fleet,  immediately 
prepared  to  put  about  in  order  to  join  them:  but  while 
this  was  doing  another  fail  was  difeovered  from  the  maft- 
head  in  the  fouth-we(t  quarter.  The  lieutenant  being 
then  in  doubt  what  courfe  to  lake,  went  down  to  lord 
Powlett  and  acquainted  him  with  what  the  midfhipman 
had  feen  in  both  quarters.  Lord  Powlett  immediately 
gave  orders  to  chafe  the  fail  to  the  fouth-weft,  for  the 
following  reafons : 

ift.  He  fuppofed  her  a  French  man  of  war  homeward 
bound. 

2dly.  By  the  direction  he  judged  her  to  be  in 
with  refpeft  to  the  fleet,  he  knew  there  was  no  probabi- 
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Ihy  that  ■  flic  would  be   fpoken  with    by    any    other 
vetfel.  *  J  * 

3<ily.  Admiral  Hawke  had  then  more  than  double  the 
force  of  any  fquadron  the  French  had  at  fea,  and  therefore 
lord  Powlett's  abfence  could  not  probably  produce  any 
ill  confequence. 

4thiy.  He  imagined  it  to  be  a  general  rule  with  all 
commanders  of  a  cruizing  fquadron  to  chafe  every  veflel 
that  appeared ;  and  if  no  Ihip  belonging  to  fuch  fquadron 
was,  when  out  of  fight  of  the  admiral,  to  give  chafe,  many 
of  the  enemy's  (hips  would  efcape  that  might  be  eafily 
taken.     And, 

5thly,  He  had  great  probability  of  joining  the  fieet  next 
day,  if  the  wind  had  Ihiftcd ;  and  if  not,  of  joining  it  at 
the  rendezvous. 

After  chafing  this  velfel  to  the  S.  W.  about  three  hours, 
another  appeared  to  the  S.  E.  upon  which  lord  Powlett 
lhaped  his  courfe  between  both-  About  fix  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  after  a  chafe  of  twelve  hours  the  veflel 
firft  purfuedi  made  fir  Edw.  Hawke's  diftinguifhing  fig- 
nal,  and  proved  to  be  an  Englifli  man  of  war :  lord  Powlett, 
_  however,  {till  continued  to  (land  on  for  fome  time,  that 
if  flic  V1515  one  of  fir  Edward's  fquadron  he  might  acquaint 
her,  that  on  the  23d  the  admiral  had  changed  his  rendez- 
vous :  but  the  vefTel  ftill  (landing  from  him,  he  left  her  and 
fave  chafe  to  the  other  veflel  which  had  appeared  to  the 
.  E.  and  about  feven  o'clock  he  found  that  this  alfo 
was  a  friend :  he  then  tacked  once  more,  and  {rood  to  the 
northward  to  join  the  fleet,  which  he  Juppofed  to  be  about 
twenty  leagues. to  windward  of  him,  at  the  rendezvous. 
Early  the. next  morning,  that  is  to  fay  on  the  25th,  the 
fliip  having  (leered  very  hard  for  three  or  four  days  before, 
the  tiller  was  unlhipped  and  the  go-afe-neck  (Lifted  an  inch 
and  an  half  farther  forward,  it  b>ving  born  fo  hard  upon 
the  fweep  as  almolt  to  have  wofn  if  through  \  and  a  few 
hours  afterwards  the  carpenter  ifiadc  a  repori  to  the  officer 
of  the  watch,  that  xhtjlern-poft  was  loofe  and  worked  very 
much  ;  that  the  fecond  and  third  pintles  of  the  rudder,  which 
had  been  before  complained  of,  worked  much  more  than 
they  had  ever  yet  done;  and  that  the  upper  brace  upon  the 
fiern-ptfi  was  loofe. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  report  lord  Powlett  fent  the  firft  lieutenant 
and  matter,  with  the  carpenter,  to  examine  whether  it 
was  well-grounded,  who  finding  that  it  was,  he  caufed  the 
fiern-psfi  and  ftandard  to  be  frapptd  together,  and  both  of 
them  to  be  frapped  to  the  mizen-mail.  Lord  Powlett 
alfo  ordered  the  two  after  mo  (l-guns  in  the  gun-room  to 
be  removed  into  the  hold,  to  cafe  the  weakened  part  of 
the  fliip.  When  thefe  precautions  had  been  taken,  the 
(hip  Hill  continued  to  ftand  to  the  northward  till  the 
moming  of  the  26th,  and  then  tacked  and  flood  to  the 
eaftward- 

The  carpenter  however  continued  to  urge  the  dangerous 
condition  of  the  ihip,  lb  that  on  the  27th  lord  Powlett  Tent 
his  two  mates  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  fhip  a 
fecond  time.  They  reported,  under  their  hands,  the  de- 
fects mentioned  by  the  carpenter,  and  declared,  that 
though,  by  the  precautions  that  had  been  taken  thefe  de- 
feds  were  in  feme  meafure  remedied:  yet,  if  a  hard  gale 
fhould  happen,  or  a  rough  fea,  they  could  not  anfwer  for 
the confequence.  Lord  Powlett  nevcrthelefsftill  continued  . 
to  Hand  eaftward  till  the  28th,  at  noon,  hoping  to  make 
fir  Edward's  rendezvous,  having  got  into  the  latitude 
the  evening  before.  But  feeing  nothing  of  the  fleet 
after  beating  about  feverat  hours,  and  confidering  the 
report  of  the  carpenter,  the  lieutenants  and  the  mailer,  he 
at  length  gave  orders  that  they  fhould  fleer  for  Spithead- 

Upon  hearing  the  evidence  on  both  fides,  by  which 
thefe  fads  were  eftablifhed,  the  court  unanimoully  agreed 
to  the  following  refoluttons : 

That  he  did  not  judge  and  act  right  m  givingchace,  on 
the  2+th  of  Auguft,  to  a  fail  feen  in  the  fouth-weft,  when 
three  fail  were  feen  in  the  north-eaft,  which  might 
probably  be  part  of  the  fleet.  But  it  having  clearly 
appeared  to  them  that  his  intentions  were  upright  towards 
the  fervice,  as  he  had  before  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
rejoin  the  fleet,  on  the  ftation  it  was,  when  he  feparated 
from  it ;  and  did  afterwards  ufe  the  like  endeavours  to  join 
it  on  the  rendezvous;  they  do  not  think  this  error  de- 
ferving  of  reprehension,  and  do  therefore  unanimoully 
only  judge  it  proper  to  admonifh  him,  as  he  is  hereby 
admonifhed,  to  be  more  cautious  in  his  future  conduct. 

Aft 
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As  to  his  returning  into  port,  the  court  are  of  Opinion 
fhat,  coniidcring  the  defeats  of  the  (hip's  rudder,  his'pro- 
ceeding  therein  wasveryjuftafiable;  and  therefore  they  do 
urtani  moufly  acquit  him  of  all  blame  upon  that  account, 
and  he  is  hereby  acquitted  accordingly. 

But  the  report  given  by  the. carpenter  of  the  Barflenr 
of  the  condition  of  the  (hip,  upon  which  lord  Powlett 
acted,  being  contradicted  by  the  builder  at  Chatham,  the 
admiralty- board  thought  fit  to  break  htm. 

The  fact,  as  related  to  us  on  the  belt  and  mod  impar- 
tial authority,  appears  to  have  been,  that  the  gudgeons  of  . 
Am  Hern-port  and  rudder-pins,  which  worked  in  them 
above  and  below,  became  loofe,  one  or  two  in  thi  center 
remaining  firm,  this  caufed  the  cambering  of  the  ftern- 
poft,  infomnch  that  the  (hip  would  not  (leer  till  the  goofe- 
Aeck  was  taken  off",  and  brought  farther  forward  upon  the5 
rweep.  The  ill-judged  report  of  the  carpenter,  founded 
oft  his  ignorance  or  the  real  caufe,  gave  birth  to  thofe 
repeated  and  illiberal  jefts  which  were  perpetually  vented 
fty  thofe  who,  on  all  public  occafions,  take  upon  them  to 
decide  orr  queftiohs  they  little  underfhtnd,  and  always 
prejudge  according  to  the  bias  of  what  is  called  popular 
opinion.  His  lordfhlp,  completely  reftored  both  to  the 
fcrvice,  Mic*  good  opinion  of  all  unprejudiced  men,  was,  on 
Are  4th  of  June  1756,  railed  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral 
©f  the  blue.  In  1757  lie  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral 
of  the  White,  and  for  a  fhoft  time  commanded  firft  in  the; 
Downs  and  afterwards  at  the  Nore.  On  February  7, 
1758,  he  was  made  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  but  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  inverted  with  any  command  after  ihofd 
lift- mentioned*.  He  afterwards  palfed  through  the  different 
ranks  of  a  flag  officer  till  he  attained  that  of  admiral  of  the 
white  t.     He  fucceeded  to  the  title  of  Bolton  on  the  death 

of 

*  Admiral  Boffciwen,  when  appointed  10  the  Mediterranean  com- 
mand, in  <  7.59,  deli  reel  his  lordQiip  might  ferve  under  his  command. 
Thii  was  refufed,  being,  as  it  was  pretended,  difagrecablc  td  his  ma- 
jefly :  fueh  are  the  intrigues  of  party,  and  baneful  effects  of  prejudice. 

T  On  the  14th  of  February  1759,  he  was  appointed  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue,  at  he  was  of  the  white  on  the  cjth  of  December  1760.  On 
(be  loth  of  October  1770,  he  was  made  admiral  of  ibe  Blue.  Hit 
civil  office*  were  thofe  of  vice-admiral  of  the  counties  of  Southampton 
•nd  Dorfct,  and  governor  of  the  Hie  of  Wight  and  Cariibrooke  caftle, 
which  lafl  appointment  he  received  in  the  month  of  December  1766, 
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of  his  only  brother,  Charles,  the  fifth  duke.  His  grace  mar- 
ried, April  the  8th,  1765,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Robert 
Lowther,  efq.  and  fitter  to  the  prefent  earl  of  Lonfdale.— 
By  this  lady  he  left  two  daughters,  the  lady  Catherine, 
now  countefs  of  D-rlington,  and  the  Jady  Amelia. 
Having  long  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  tranquillity,  and 
as  much  retirement  as  was  compatible  with  fo  nigh  a  rank, 
he  died,  univerfally  regretted  and  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  his  benevolence  and  virtues,  on  the  25th  day  of 
December  1794,  having  attained  the  75th  year  ot  his 
age. 

COTES,  '1  homas, — was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  York  "on  the  12th  of  May  1740;  this  was  one  of 
the  (hips  which,  in  the  month  of  November  following, 
compofed  the  reinforcement,  commanded  by  fir  Chaltmer 
Ogle,  fentto  Mr.  Vernon  in  the  Weft  Indies,  previous  to 
the  attack  of  Carthage n a,  which  took  place  immediately 
fubfequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  fleet.  We  find  him  parti- 
cularly mentioned  as  having  been  one  of  the  captains  • 
appointed  to  command,  under  Mr.  Bofcawen,  the  feamen 
which  attacked  and  carried  the  Barradera  battery.  He 
ferved  in  the  fame  (ration  on  a  fecond  affault,  under  the 
orders  of  captain  Watfon,  the  Spaniards  having,  by  ex- 
ertions almoft  incredible,  partially  reftored  their  works. 
He  was  afterwards  concerned,  under  Mr-  Knowles,  in 
the  bold  and  fuccefsful  aflault  on  fort  St.  Jofeph,  of  which 
poft  he  was  left  commanding  officer,  while  his  feniors  in 
command,  the  captains  Knowles  and  Watfon,  puttied  on 
with  the  boats  to  board  the  Gallicia,  the  Spanilh  admiral's 
flag-fhip,  which  lay  at  no  great  diftance.  No  material 
mention  is"  made  of  him  /luring  the  remainder  of  the 
expedition. 


■nd  did  not  then  retain  it  ]o 

61b  of  April  178B,  he  wa»  r 

it.  Was  appointed  lord-lieureti<im  dnu>uiu»  iuluioi 

of  Southampton  :  the  fotmer  he  reGgned  Tome  yea 

deceafe;  the  latter  he  held  nil  the  time  of  his  death.    ' 

*  Other  accounts  ftale  him  to  have  been  firfl  appointed  to.  the 
Lively  frigate,  and  quickly  afterwards  promoted  to  the  York;  but 
Ibii  we  believe  to  be  a  miftake,  occafioned  by  captain  Jollcy  being 
appointed  to  ibat  frigate  on  the  fame  day. 


Captain 
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Captain  Cotes  was  one  of  the  officers  ordered  to  remain 
on  the  Weft  Indian  fta'ion  with  Mr.  Vernon,  after  the 
unfortunate  failure  of  the  enterprize  juft  alluded  to,  and  the 
con  fequent  detachment  of  that  part  of  the  fleet  ordered  back 
to  England  under  Mr.  Leftock.  Not  however  being  in  a 
condition  for  fervice  when  Mr.  Vernon  and  firChaloner 
Ogle  failed  on  the  expedition  againft  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega, 
the  York,  with  two  other  (hips,  the  Augufta  and  Dept- 
ford,  were  left  behind  at  Jamaica,  with  commodore  Davers, 
but  under  orders  to  follow  the  fleet  as  foon  as  they  (hould 
be  equipped.  The  general  events  of  war  which  after- 
wards took  place  in  the  Weft  Indies  were,  with  fome 
very  few  exceptions,  extremely  uninterem'ng;  and  cap- 
tain Cotes  pafl"ed  fome  years  of  his  fervice  in  the  undif- 
tinguiihed  crowd  of  brave  men,  his  cote  mp  or  a  ties,  who 
were  employed  on  the  fame  ftation.  He  continued  cap- 
tain of  the  York  till  the  year  174;,  and  indeed  did  not 
return  froirj  the  Weft  Indies  long  before  that  time-  After 
his  arrival  he  was  advanced  to  the  Edinburgh,  of  feventy 
guns,  a  fhip  employed,  during  the  greater  part  if  not  the 
whole  of  the  following  year,  as  a  cruifer  in  the  Channel. 
He  met  with  considerable  fuccefs  in  this  occupation,  hav- 
ing made  feveral  valuable  and  confequential  prizes,  one  of 
which  was  a  very  large  private  (hip  of  war,  new  from  the 
(locks,  called  the  Due  de  Chartres,  mounting  thirty-two 
guns.  He  continued  in  the  Edinburgh  during, jthe  re- 
mainder of  the  war,  always  actively  employed,  and  exerting 
himfelf  on  every  occalion  where  the  fmalleff  opportunity 
offered  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf.  In  17+6  he  was  com- 
modore, or  rather  captain  of  a  fmall  fquadron  fent  before 
the  fleet  under  Mr.  Leftock,  to  reconnoitre  Port  L'Orient, 
and  inform  himfelf  of  the  foundings,  and  every  other  ne- 
cefTary  particular  preparatory  to  a  defcent.  This  ap- 
pointed fervice  he  executed  with  fuch  great  diligence  and 
exaclnefs,  that  the  fubfequent  failure  of  the  expedition 
could  not  be,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  imputed  to  the 
omillion,  or  Want  of  exertion  and  precifion  on  his  part. 
In  1747  he  ferved  in  the  fquadron  under  rear-admiral 
Hawke,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  be'  the  firft  difcoverer 
of  L'Etendiere's  fquadron,  which  was  totally  defeated  and 
nearly  the  whole  taken. 

'  In 
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In  1748  he  was  appointed  commodore  of  a  (mall' 
fquadron  ordered  out,  in  the  month  of  April,  to  join 
his  former  admiral.  When  proceeding  on  that  fervice 
in  purfuance  of  his  orders,  the  following  occurrence  took 
place  which  being  certainly  too  honourable  to  his  repu-t 
tation  and  character  to  be  omitted  or  (lightly  palled  over, 
we  have  inferted  the  following  official  account  of  it. 

"  Admiralty-office,  April  4. 

"  Captain  Cotes,  commander  of  his  majefty's  (hip  the 
Edinburgh,  of  feventy  guns,  having  been  font  to  fea  with 
the  fajd  (hip,  together  with  the  Eagle,  Windfor,  and 
Princefs  Louifa,  of  fixty  guns  each,  and  the  Invernefs,  of 
twenty- four  guns,  in  order  to  join  fir  Edward  Hawke,  has 
fent  the  Invernefsjo  England  with  tfae  following  advices, 
viz-  That  on  the  7th  of  laft  month,  being  in  his  (tation 
off  Cape  Cantin,  looking  out  for  fir  Edward  Hawke,  he 
fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  Spanilh  (hips  confuting  of  nine  men 
of  war  of  the  line, 
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having  under  their  convoy  about  twenty-feven  meschant- 
ikips,  with  which  they  failed  from  Cadiz  four,days  before. 
That  the  men  of  war  drew  into  a  line  to  receive  him,  but 
nut  being  ft  rong  enough  to  attack  them,  he  endeavoured 
to  cut  ojf  as  many  of  the  (hips  under  their  convoy  as  he 
could,  and  accordingly  five  of  them  were  taken,  three  being 
regifter-fliips  bound  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  two 
bound  to  Carthagena.  That  the  Spanilh  men  of  war 
continued  to  lay-to  in  a  line,  and  did  not  endeavour  W 
retake  the  fa  id  (hips :  and  captain  Cotes  obferying  that 
the  faid  (hips  under  their  convoy  (leered  away  to  the 
weftward,  fcattered,  and  in  confuGon ;  as  fqpn  as  it  was 
dark  detached  the  Eagle  and  Windfor,  both  very  good 
failers,  to  purfue  them,  and  endeavour  to  cut  qff  any  which 
Tenanted  from  the  men  of  war." 

Peace 
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Peace  being  concluded  very  foon  after  the  foregoing 
very  fpirited  enterprizc,  may  well  account  for  our  finding 
no  mention  made  of  this  very  brave  and  deferving  officer 
till  die  re-commencement  of  war  with  France  in  1756. 
On  the  4th  of  June  he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral 
of  the  white ;  and  before  the  conclufion  of  the  year  was 
nominated  commander-in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  ftation. 
He  did  not  however  fail  with  his  fquadron,  and  the  fleet 
of  merchant-  (hips  which  he  was  inilructed  to  take  under 
his  convoy,  till  the  9th  of  February.  After  his  arrival 
on  the  ftation  he  chfplayed  the  greateft  activity  and  dili- 
gence in  the  distribution  of  his  cruizers,  as  well  as  every 
other  particular  of  fervice  in  which  he  was  connected. 
or  had  the  management  of.  He  had  the  peculiar  fatif- 
faetion  of  reflecting  that,  in  all  probability,  under  no 
preceding  commander  in  the  fame  quarter,  had  the  pecu- 
niary lones  of  the  enemy  been  greater  from  the  interrup- 
tion given  to  their  commerce,  or  their  character  as  a 
warlike  nation,  fuffered  more  from  the  many  gallant 
enterprizes  executed  by  the  private  captains  under  his 
immediate  command.  Thefe  however  will  be  with  more 
propriety  related  hereafter  in  the  accounts  or  memoirs  of 
the -different  peifons  more  particularly  concerned  in  ex- 
ecuting them. 

On  the  31ft  of  January  1758,  Mr.  Cotes  appears  to 
have  been,  while  then  abfent  on  the  ftation  already  men- 
tioned, advanced  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 
He  retained  the  fame  command  for  fome  time  afterwards  ; 
and  though  no  opportunity  was  afforded  him  of  being 
■particularly  concerned  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
quadron  employed  in  that  part  of  the  world,  in  any  re- 
markable or  confequential  enterprize  agamft  any  of  the 
enemy's  fettlements,  yet  mult  we  juftly  beftow  on  him  all 
the  praife  poffible  to  be  gained  by  the  ftricleft  attention  to 
the  milder  and  lefs  dazzling  duties  of  his  ftation.  On  the 
14th  of  February  1759,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  white,  as  he  was  again,  on  the  21ft  of 
October  1762,  to  be  vice  of  the  red.  After  his  return 
from  the  Weft  Indies  he  was  elected,  .in  the  twelfth  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  which  met  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember 1761,  reprefentative  for  Great  Bedwin,  in  Wilt- 
fliirej  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  laft-mentioned,  was 
3  chofen 
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chofett  one  of  the, elder  brethren  of  the  Trinity-houfe ;  but 
was  no  otherwife  connected  with  public  affairs.  He 
henceforth  paned  a  life  totally  abftra&ed  from  the  naval 
fervice ;  and  died  at  laft  regretted  by  every  perfon  who  had 
heard  his  public  character,  and  lamented  by  all  who  were 
acquainted  with  his  private  virtues,  in  the  month  of  October 
1767. 

EDWARDS,  Richard,— was,  on  the +th  of  November 
1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Fox  frigate.  He  remained 
in  that  thip  till  after  the  year  17+2,  but  is  only  mentioned 
as  having  captured  a  final)  Spaniih  privateer,  of  ten  guns, 
called  the  Jufta  Reftna.  We  know  nothing  relative  to 
him  fubfequent  lo  this  time  till  the  month  of  February 
1744-5,  except  that,  during  a  part  of  the  intermediate 
period,  he  was  captain  of  the  Torrington.  He  commanded 
the  Princcfs  Mary  early  in  1746,  and  was  appointed 
governor  of  Newfoundland :  he  was  ordered,  however,  to 
put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  commodore  Warren, 
■who  was  then  occupied  in  the  liege  of  Louifburg :  with 
him  he  was  to  continue  till  the  reduction  of  that  fortrefs. 
He  arrived  ihere  on  the  nth  of  June,  four  days  only  be- 
fore its  furrender,  with  the  Princefs  Mary,  the  Hector, 
and  the  Lark.  That  expedition  being  completed,  he 
proceeded  from  thence  according  to  his  original  appoint- 
ment and  delHnation  :  but  little  other  mention  is  made  of 
him  after  his  return  to  England,  except  that  he  com- 
manded a  yachf,  which  having  afterwards  quitted,  he  was 
refufed  the  rank  of  a  flag  officer  unlefs  he  returned  to  the 
fervice  as  a  captain  previous  to  his  obtaining  it.  He  ac- 
_  COrditigly  procured,  through  the  intereft  of  his  friends,  the 
'  command  of  the  Princefs  Amelia,  a  ftation  he  did  not  long 
retain.  On  June  3,  1757,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated 
till  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  and  died 
in  England  on  the  16th  of  June  1773. 

FORRESTER,  Right  Hon.  George,  Lord,— was  the 
eldeft  fon  of  George,  filth  lord  Forrefter,  who  was  a 
military  officer,  and  fignalized  himfelf  in  a  very  remark- 
able manner,  under  the  generals,  Wills  and  Carpenter, 
at  Prcfton,  in  Lancafhire,  during  the  rebellion,  which 
brokeoutan.  1715.  Asa  reward  for  his  very  great  bravery, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  colonel  of  the.  4th  troop  of  horfe- 
guarda.  George,  his  fon,  the  fixth  lord  ForrelW,  having 
entered; 
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chtered  into  the  juvy>  was,  on  the  44th  of  Ndvefnber 
1741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Biddeford  frigate. 
He  was  Joon  afterwards  ordered  to  Gibraltar  and  the' 
Mediterranean,  on  which  (ration  he  continued  during  the. 
following  year;: during  this  time  no  mention  ii  made: 
of  him  except  his  having  been  concerned  with  captain  1 
Norris,  of  the  Kingfton,;.in  the  capture  of 'two  SpaniAi' 
prizes,  the  St.  Anthonio  and  Senora  Rofaria,  which  they 
carried  into  Gibraltar.  Early  in  the  year  1742  we  find- 
him  captain  of  the. Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,'  and  ftill  con^ 
tinning  on  the  fame  (ration,  where,  in  the  month  of  Ail- 
guft,  he  captured  a  valuable  prize,  as  he  before  had  one 
on  the  nth  of  March  preceding.  Of  this  dreumftance 
he  gave  the  following,  report,  in  a  letter  written  to  th« 
fccretary  of  the  admiralty,  which  we  have  inferted  as  well 
on  account  of  the  fa  ft  itfelf,  as  of  the  lingular  (tile  in  which 
the  memory  of  it  is  preferved. 

**  On  the  9th  inftant,  between  cape  St.  Mary's  and 
Cadiz,  I  fawaflilp  (lemming  right  in  for  the  latter  place] 
and,  as  (he  lay  immediately  in  my  route,  1  6red  two  (hot 
at  her  and  brought  her  to.  On  examination  I  found  her 
to  be  a  Spaniard,  of  about  two  hundred  and  odd  tons* 
laden  with  logwood,  cochineal,  and  cocoa,  and  feveral 
other  forts  of  dyes,  the  names  I  do  not  know-,  canary 
wines,  four  camels,  and  a  great  prefent,  yet  unknown,  for 
the  king  of  Naples,  as  alio  a  bilhop,  a  prieft,  a  Sparuih  ■/ 
general,  and  other  officers,  with  great  fums  of  pialters." 

We  believe  him  to  have  continued  captain  of  the  Leo- 
pard  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1745,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  theDefiance,  of  fixty  guns.  He  had  unhap- 
pily contracted  an  habit  of  intemperance  which  occafio- 
nally  rendered  him  very  unfit  for  command,  and  betrayed 
him  into  feveral  breaches  of  duty.  His  mifconduct  at 
lad  became  fo  apparent  and  glaring,  that  he  was  brought 
before  a  court-martial,  of  which  Mr.  Griffin  was  prefi- 
dent,  held  on  board  the  Tilbury,  at  Port fm out li .  The 
charge  againit  him  being  incontrovertibly  proved,  he  was 
fentencedto  be  difmificd  the  fervice  on  the  28th  of  March 
1746.  He  did  not  long  furvive  this  difgrace,  the  caufe 
of  which  while  we  condemn  we  muft  at  the  fame  time 
companionate.  He  died,  accordingfo  Mr.  Hardy,  on  tht 
26th  of  July  1748. 

Vol.  V.  S  FRANKLAND, 
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FRANKLAND,  Sir  Thomas,  —  was  thejnepnew  of 

a  baronet  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  for  many  years- one 
of  .the  commiflioners  for  executing  me,  office  .of  ford  high 
admiral.  He  was,  on  the  15th  of  July  1740,  promoted 
to  the  comsnand  of  the  Role  frigate;  and  attheconcluuon 
of 'the  year  was ''ordered  out  to  the  Bahama  Ifiands,  to  con- 
vey thither  Mn.  Tinker,  who  had  .beefe  appointed,  governor 
two  years  before.  After  he  had  landed  his  paiTenger  he 
continued  on  the.  fame  Nation,  being  inftnicled  to  remain 
these  and  cruize  for  the  proic£Kon  oi"  ihnfe  iflands  and  the 
adjacent  coaft  from  the  depredations. of  the  guarda  coftas. . 
it)  the  month  of  June  174JZ,  he  diftirigvimed.  himfelf,  by 
bis  activity,  in -capturing  a  Spanifh  veflel  of  that  defcrip- 
tion,  together  with  three;  iveflelq  which  fhe  herfelf  had 
made  prizes  of  a  fhort  time  before. 
-■  The  guarda-cofta,  which  carried  ten  carriage  and  as 
many  fwivel  guns,  fupported  by  iwo  of  the  prizes,  which' 
were  armed  veflets,  engaged  the  Rofe  for  nearly  three 
hours:  bub-finding  her  too  powerful  and  too  well  con- 
ducted to  afford  them  any  hope  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  .the 
two  prizes  flood  away,  one  keeping  to  windward,  the 
other  large,  with  all  the  fail  they  could  croud..  The 
guarda-ebfta  maintained  a  running  fight  for  an  hour  longer 
through  the  defpenuion  of  her  captain :  and  even  at  lttft, 
the  crew,  in  opposition  to  him,  hauled  down  their  colours 
arid  called  for  quarter.  Captain  Frankland  fhifted  the 
prifoners  with  all  poilible  expedition,  and  having  put  fome 
of  his  own  then,  under  proper  officers,  on  board  the 
prize,  difpatched  her  after  the  vefTel  which  had  hauled her 
wind,  he  himfclf  following  the  other  two.  So  fuccefsful 
was  his  activity  on  this  occafion  that  the  three  veflels 
were  all;  without  difficulty,  captured  and  carried  fafely 
into  Carolina.  The  caufe  of  the  obftinate  defence  made 
by  the  Spanilh  'veflel  was,  on  enquiry,  dtfeovered  to  be 
owing  to  her  captain  being  Fandino,  the  fellow  who  fome 
years  before  had  cut  off  the  ears  of  captain  Jenkins,  and 
thereby  caufed  lb  great,  fojuft  and  general  an  indignation 
through  the  whole  Britifh  nation'.  Captain  Frankland 
judging  a  moflfter  of  To  cruel  a  defcription,  who  had  ma* 
nifefted  a  conduS  that  would  have  difgraced  a  pirate,  unfit 
v>  be  releafed  as  a  prifaaer  .on  parole,  or  even  exchanged, 
6  feu 
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fent  him  home  to  be  treated  as  adminiflrarion  mould. 
think  proper. 

Captain  Frankland  continued  in  the  fame  command, 
and  remained  on  the  fame  Ration  fome  years ;  but  is  not 
again  particularly  mentioned  till  the  year  1744*,  when 
he  fignalized  himfelf  remarkably  in  ah  action  with  a 
very  large,  and,  as-  it  afterwards  proved,  valuable  Spanifh 
ihip  :  the  particulars  We  (hall  infert  at  length  from  the 
account  officially  given  of  this  very  fpirfted  encounter. 

"  Being  on  his  paffage  to  his  flation  as  a  cruifer  between 
the  Roques,  Cape  Florida,  and  the  Pan  of  Matanzas,  on 
the  north  fide  of  Cuba,  about  thirty-five  leagues  to  the 
weftwarci  of  Havannah,  on  December  21,  juft  before 
day-light,  he  found  himfelf  almotl  on  board  a  large  (hip,  of 
which  he  was  to  windward,  and  afterh  withall.  Captain 
Frank) and,  who  kept  hiswind  till  day-break,  then  found  his 
antagonift  had  but  one  tier  of  guns,  but  was  by  her  working 
full  of  men,  for  before  the  captain  {hewed  his  colours  (he 
had  run  her  courfes  up,  bunted  her  main>-fail,  and  had 
every  thing  ready  to  engage,  her  decks  being  crowded  with 
people.  About  feveri  in  the  morning  they  began  an  en- 
gagement which  lafted  until  half  an  hour  pall  twelve; 
There  was  a  frefli  gale  and  a  great  fea ;  notwithstanding 
which  they  were  alongfide  each  other  three  or  four  times 
before  the  enemy  ft  ruck.  She  had  near  100  men  killed 
outright,  and  four  of  her  guns  on  one  fide  difabled.  She 
is  called  the  Conception,  of  St.  Malo,  Adrian  Mercan 
mailer,  bound  from  Carthagena  to  Cadiz,  but  was  to  touch 
at  Havannah  to  land  upwards  of  200  feamen,  befides 
officers.  The  Rofe  had  only  five  men  killed,  and  about 
ten  or  twelve  dangeroully  wounded,  including  the  mailer, 
and  feverat  (lightly.  The  cargo  of  the  prize  confifted  of 
hides,  and  cocoa,  with  fe'venty  cheMs  of  gold  and  filvcr, 
containing  about  three  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pieces  of 
eight.  She  had  feveral  paffengers  on  board,  from  whom 
they  got  about  5000  ounces  of  told  in  doubloons,  piftoles, 
bars,  &c.  The  crew  ofthe  Rofe  confided  of  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  feventy-feven  men,  officers  and  boys  in- 
cluded. The  prize  was  fafely  carried  into  South  Carolina." 

•  In  the  preceding  year  he  married  Mifi  Rheii,  daughter  of  thn 
chief  jiifticc  of  Cirelina,  by  whom  he  hid  fix  fons  and  eight 
4aughtETi. 

B  2  Captain 
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Captain  Frankland  retained  the  command  of  the  Rofe 
till  the  month  of  October  1746,  and  was  then  promoted 
to  the  Dragon,  of  fixty  guns,  in  which  (hip  he  continued 
till  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  being,  in  1740,  on  the  Weft 
India  fiation  with  Mr.  Pocock.  We  do  not  find  any 
ihbfequent  mention  made  of  him  till  the  month  of 
July  1755,  when  he  was  appointed  commodore  on  the 
Antigua  flat  ion.  He  hojfted  his  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Wincbefter,  of  fifty  guns,  at  Spithead,  on  the  10th  of 
Aueuft,  and  failed  very  foon  afterwards  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  On  his  arrival  there  his  firft  operation  was  to 
quarrel  with  commodore  Pye,  whom  he  was  fent  out  to 
fucceed.  The  firft  pretence  was  frivolous  in  the  extreme, 
confiding  merely  in  an  exception,  or  affront  Mr.  Frank- 
land  thought  proper  to  take,  becaufe  the  former  had  not 
ftmck  his  broad  pendant  on  the  inftant  he  was  informed 
of  the  latter's  arrival. 

A  fecond,  and,  as  it  proved  afterwards  equally  futile 
and,  indeed  unjuft  caufe  was,  a  more  ferious  charge  of 
mifcondud  againft  his  predeceifor,  in  having  condemned 
the  Advice,  his  own  (hip.  Mr.  Frankland  aliened  this 
meafure  to  have  been  improper ;  and  made  a  regular  repre- 
sentation againft  it  to  the  board  of  admiralty.  In  farther 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  his  opinion,  as  if  he  fuppofed  his 
own  hard  ie  fie  fufHcient  to  eliablifli  it,  he  ordered  the 
Advice  to  be  fitted  for  himfelf,  and  abfolutely  went  fo  far 
as  to  make  a  fhort  cruize  in  her.  The  final  event,  how- 
ever, did  not  reflect  any  very  great  honour  on  Mr.  Frank- 
land's  judgement:  the  fhip,  on  its  return  to  England, 
proved  fo  very  defective,  and  unfit  to  keep  the  fea,  that 
it  was  with  the  iitmoft  difficulty  the  crew  could,  by  frap- 
ping  her  round  with  haw  fers  and  every  other  precaution, 

Ere  vent  her  from  almoft  literally  falling  to  pieces  during 
er  paflage.  Mr.  Frankland  after  his  return  to  England 
appears  no  more  in  the  character  of  a  naval  commander. 
In  the  month  of  June  1756,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  progreflively  afterwards, 
through  the  different  gradations  and  ranks  of  flag-officers, 
till  he  at  laft  arrived  at  that  of  admiral  of  the  white,  the 
higheft  in  the  fervice,  the  admiral  of  the  fleet  or  fenior 
admiral  on  the  lift  excepted.  On  the  death  of  his  brother, 
fir  Charles  Frankland,  at  Bath,  in  the  year  1 768,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  title,  and  continued  during  his  life  totally 
abftrafted 
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abftra&ed  from  all  public  bufinefs,  far*  her  than  his  occa- 
fional  attendance  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  reprefenta- 
tive  for  the  borough  of  Thirlk,  in  York  (hire,  for  which 
place  he  had  been  member  ever  fince  the  year  1749. 
Sir  Thomas  died  at  Bath  on  the  aift  of  November  1784. 

FROGMORE,  Rowland,  —  was,  in  the  month  of 
January  1740,  made  commander  of  the  Swift  Hoop ;  from 
which  he  war,  on  the  18th  of  July,  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Ruby,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty  guns,  then  Rationed  - 
in  the  Briftol  Channel.  He  ferved  during  the  following 
year  as  captain  of  the  fame  fhiu  in  the  Channel  fleet,  then 
under  the  orders  of  fir  John  Norris :  but  we  do  not  meet 
with  any  other  mention  made  of  him  till  we  find  him 
commanding  the  Boyne,  of  eighty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  with  Mr.  Mathews.  His 
conduct  during  the  encounter  with  the  combined  fleets  off 
Toulon,  was  deemed  fo  reprehenfible  that  he  was  one  of 
the  officers  fuppofed  moll  culpable,  and  named  in  the 
addiefs  of  the  houfe  of  cootmons,  to  his  majefty,  befeech- 
ing  him  to  order  their  behaviour  to  be  investigated  before 
a  court-martial.  Fate,  however,  prevented  this  requeft 
from  being  complied  with,  captain  Frogmore  dying  in  the 
Mediterranean  on  the  8th  of  November  1744,  retaining 
till  that  time  the  command  of  the  Boyne. 

GIDEON,  Solomon,— was,  on  the  6th  of  September 
1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Panther.     He  was  foon 
afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  conti- 
nued to  ferve,  firft  under  Mr.  Haddock  *,  as  long  as  he 
remained 

*  He  was  a  man  of  a  lingular  turn  of  mind,  poflefllng  a  natural 
it  have  been  too  much  admired,  had  it  not  on 
eared  rather  too  extravagant  for  thai  proper 
degree  Of  prudence  which  ought  alwaya  to  attend  the  mod  diftio- 
auifhed  courage.  He  conceived  the  Panther,  which  wn  a  fhlp  mount* 
ing  only  fifty  gum,  and  of  very  froall  dimenGoni,  capable  almofl  of 
contending  with  the  molt  powerful  veflei  in  the  Spauim  navy.  .  Once 
on  returning  from  a  cruifc-  (o  Gibraltar  he  had  nearly  drifted  under 
the  Spanilb  batteries  at  Algezirai.  Admiral  Haddock,  who  was  then 
lying  at  Gibraltar  will)  the  fleet,  immediately  difpatched  all  the  boala 
to  bii  ailillance  for  the  purpofc  of  towing  him  into  fafery.  Captain 
Gideon  with  fome  little  emotion  enguircd  what  they  wanted?  avid 
when  anfwercd  that  ihev  had  been  difpatched  for  the  purpofr  of  en- 
abling bim  to  get  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy '*  battery,  under  which  be 
vai  fo  near  drifting,  thai  thev  would  foon  be  enabled  10  reach  and  injure 
him  materially,  if  not  dibble  bim  by  iu  fire ;  he  replied,  perfectly 
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remained  on  that  itation,  and  afterwards  under  Mr.  Ma- 
thews who  fucceeded  him.  In  the  month  of  Auguft 
I74.2,  he  was  one  of  the  captains  fent,  under  commodore 
Martin*,  to  demand  fatisfaclion  of  the  king  of  Naples. 
He  was  promoted,  we  believe  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1745,  from  the  Panther  to  the  Shrewfbury,  of  eighty 
guns,  one  of  the  fhips  which  appear  to  have  been  then 
employed  in  the  Channel.  This  is  the  laft  mention  we 
find  made  of  him,  except  that,  in  the  year  1755,  he  was 
put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay 
of  a  rear -admiral.  He  in  all  probability  received  many 
fubfequent  appointments,  though  fo  inconfiderable  as  to 
be  unnoticed  either  by  hiftorians  or  collectors  of  anecdotes 
relative  to  the  naval  fervice.  He  did  not  long  furvfve  his 
laft  advancement,  dying  in  England  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember 1756. 

GRAHAM,  Right  Hon.  Lord  George.t—  was  the 
fourth  fon  of  James,  the  fourth  marquis  and  firft  duke  of 
Montrofe,  by  the  lady  Chriftian  Carnegie,  daughter  to 
David,  earl  of  Northeflc.  Impelled  by  his  natural  fpirit, 
inherited  as  it  were  from  his  brave  and  truly  noble,  though 
unfortunate  anceftor,  James,  the  firft  marquis,  he 
entered 


unconcerned,  "  Well  then,  I  will  cafl  loofe  my  lower-deck  gum  and 
fire  at  ihem."  A  multitude  of  pleafant  anecdotes  are  related  of  him, 
which  prove  him  10  have  been,  though  in  fume  innocent  refpefii,  a 
man  of  fame  eccentricities,  to  have  at  the  Tame  time  poOcITed  the  molt 
confummate  good  humour. 

*  He  was  the  only  officer  00  Chore,  captain  De  Langle  excepted, 
who  went  in  an  official  character.  Ai  10  captain  Gideon,  he  fcorncd 
lo  be  trammelled  by  common  rules;  and  the  Angularity  and  oddity  of 
ihii  character  caiifed  bit  condufl  to  be  overlooked. 

t  No  firname  in  Scotland  claims  a  higher  origin  than  Graham. 
The  traditional  account  thereof,  handed  down  to  us  by  our  hiftorians, 
it,  that  they  arc  deft  ended  of  ihe  renowned  Graeme,  who,  in  the  year 
404,  was  general  of  king  Fergus  the  Second's  army,  and  was  gover- 
nor of  Scotland  in  the  minority  of  his  grandchild,'  king  Eugene  II. 
He  fought  with  ibeRotnans,  and  defeated  the  Britoni.  In  the  year  43O, 
lie  made  a  breach  in,  and  forced  that  mighty  wall  which  the  emperor 
Severn*  had  reared  up  between  the  riven  Forth  and  Clyde,  U  lh« 
uimoft  limits  of  the  Roman  empire,  to  keep  out  tbe  Scots  from  molefl- 
ing  them  in  their  pofleffiom ;  which  wall  has  ever  fince  retained;  and 
to  (bis  day  goei  under  tbe  name  of  Graeme'*  Dyke. 

The 
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entered  at  an  early  age  into  the  navy,'  and  was  advanced* 
'more  in  confequence  of  his  own  merit  and  worth  than  any 
advantage  he  derived  from  his  noble  birth,  through  the 
different  fubordinate  ftations,  till  the  15th  of  March  174&, 
when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Adventured;  and  in 
the  cnfuing  month  governor  of  Newfoundland.  He  held 
that  ftation  only  for  the  current  feafon,for  he  was  fometinje 
in  the  following  year  removed  i  nto  the  Lark,  of  forty  guns, 
and  fent  to  convoy  the,  outward-bound  Turkey  trade.  We 
have  no  fubfequent  account  of  him  till  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1 745,  when  be  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Cumberland,  of  fixty  guns,  -which  be  fooh  declined, 
and  chore  rather,  as  better  fuijed  to  his  aflive  turn  »f 
mind,  to  accept  that  qf  the  Bridgewater,  fome  accounts 
erroheoufly  fay,  the  Sheernefs,  a  frigate  of  twenty-four 
guns,  Rationed  in  the  Channel.  In  June  following  he  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  exceedingly  in  the  attack  and  capture 
pf  Teveral  privateers  and  their  prizes,  of  which  brilliant 
action  we  nave  the  following,  account  in  an  official  letter 
from  Oftend. 

"  Yefterday  afternoon  lord  George  Graham,  in  his 
majefiy's  lhip  the  Bridgewater,  of  twenty-four  guns ;  cap- 
tain Gordon,  in  die  Sheernels,  of  twenty-four  guns ;  and 
lieutenant  Ferguflbn,  in  the  Uriula  armed  veflel  of  fixteeri 
guns,  anchored  in  light  of  this  town.  This  morning, 
about  half  part  one,  the  town  was  alarmed  with  firing, 
which  arofe  from  the  three  above-mentioned  (hips  being 
engaged  with  three  Du.ilurk  privateers,  the  Royal  of 
twentvreight  guns ;  the  Dutchefs  de  Penthievre,  of  twentv- 
fix  guns;  a  dogger  of  twelve  guns,  and  fevcn  prizes  which 
they  had  taken  and  were  carrying  10  Dunkirk.  { 


The  foundation  of  thil  great  rampart  bat  bflari  if  lata  traced  from 
(toe  rivet  10  the  other,  and  is  fujly  marked  by  feveral  Amies 
{bund  therein,  which  have  Roman  iaferiptiooj  cut  out  upon  them, 

denoting  the  limit)  where,  and  by.  whom  Vay  weio  fct,  Sic.  A  good 
many  of  thefe  ftonei  are  at  prcfent  to  be  Ken  in  the  .college  of  Glas- 
gow, and  «rc  well  defcribed  in  Mr.  'Gordon1!  ItinerjTiuin  Scptea- 

Tfais  great  man  >•  faid  to  hare  married  a  lady  «f  the  royal  hoafc  «f 
Denmark,  and  wu  progenitor  of  all  the  Graham  ■  in  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland. 

V  He  wifj  previou)  to  this,  commander  of  the  Mercury  fiitfi.ip. 

B4  *«The 
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.  "  The  fight  was  obftirujte  till  about  four  o'clock,  when 
'  the  four  large  prizes,  three  of  them  Virginia  (hips,  {truck 
*>  the  Sheernels ;  the  two  large  privateers  to  the  Bridge- 
-water;  two  Bremeners  and  a  Scotch  brig  to  the  Urfuiaj 
'But  the  dogger  privateer  made  her  efcape.  The  Bridge- 
'  water,  Sheernefs.  two  large  privateers,  and  four  large  prizes 
'ftruck 'the  ground,  but  were  all  got  off  the  following  tide, 
"except  one  of  the  privateers." 

*  '.  He*  was  Immediately  after  this  promoted  to  theNotting- 
.fHam,  of  fixrygtitis;  atid  in  the  courfeof  a  (hortcruife,  on 
;  which  Tie  immediately  proceeded,  funk  a  large  French  pri- 
'jja'teer,. calico"  the  Bacchus;  all  the  crew  were,  however, 
.'ifaved, 'ekceSt  the  firft  lieutenant.  His  lotdfhip  was 
'taken  ill  on  his  return  into  port,  and  unhappily  did  not 
Mong  furvjvC  this  exploit,  dying*  January  2,  17+6-7. 
V''  From  a  multitude  of  concurrent  teftimonies  he  appears 
^to  have  been  an  officer  who  attained  a  great  fhare  of  popula- 
rity, and  was  indeed,  very  defervedly,  the  idol  of  all  fea- 
men  who  knew  him,  as  Well  on  account  of  the  high 
'opinion  entertained  of  his  gallantry,  as  an  invincible  fund 
of  good  humour,  which  latter  quality  conciliated,  the 
'  ifffecTions  of  men  in  the  fame  degree  that  the  firft  related 
Texcited  their  admiration  and  eiteem, 
■'/'HARRISON,  Henry. —  This  gentleman  entered  into, 
'trie  navy  during  the  war  with  France  in  the  reign  of  king 
'VftlJiam,and'fervedprogreuively,  as  a  volunteer,  on  board 
jtfte'Xondon  arul  Dunkirk.  In  1700  he  a£ted  in  the 
fiation  of  a  midfh  ip-man  on  board  the  Pendennis,  a  (hip 
at  that  'time  comma.nded  by  captain  Charles  Strickland, 
"with  whom  he  afterwards  removed  into  the  Romney,  and 
ferved  in  that  {hip,  as  matter's  mate,  from  the  month  of 
June  1701,  rill  April  1703!  During  this  time  he  had  the 
Angular  happinefs  of  preferring  that  (hip,  together  with 
(he  lives  of  her  whole  crew,  though  at  the  utmoft  hazard 
of  his  own.  ,        > 

'  -  This  crrcumftance,  which  does  him  fo  much  honour, 
"is  thus  related  by  Fiimfelf  in  a  MS.  and  authentic  memo- 
randum, which  has  been  tranfmittcd  to  us. 

"  The  prefervation  of  his  majefty's  fliip,  the  Romney, 
was  effected  in  the  following  manner.  We  were  then  in 
the  white  fea,   oh  our  patfage   from  Archangel ;   and 

*  He  vu,  at  the  tine  of  his  death,  reprcfcnUiive  in  parliament . 
for.  tht  county  of  Sliding- 

being, 
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being,  by  a  ftrong  unknown  current,  driven  near  to 
the  ifland  of  Candenoze  in  a  dark  and  ftormy  night, 
were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor.  The  next  morning,  we 
found  ourfel  ves  on  a  lee  more  and  To  near  a  ledge  of  rocks 
that,  without  calling  the  Oiip  to  ffeuboard,  fhe  mud  inevi- 
tably have  been  on  ihore,  not  having  room  to  wear  the 
(hip  ;  the  wind  at  the  fame  time  ihifted  two  points  more 
to  the  ftarboard  bow,  and  blew  fo  hard  that,  added  to  the 
current  and  a  great  fea,  there  was  no  poftibility  of  either 
lowering  a  boat  or  {landing  in  the  head  to  put  a  fpring  on 
the  cable.  The  viol  and  meflenger  were  both  broke  in 
heaving,  and  the  hitches  jammed  in  the  hawfe  hole,  fo  that 
the  (hip  rode  entirely  by  the  hawfe  piece  with  a  rope 
reeyed  in  a  block  at  the  bow-fprit  end.  I  fwung  myfelf 
from  the  head  of  the  lion  as  far  as  the  buoy,  and  (warn  to 
jt  with  a  deep  fea-line  in  my  hand,  which  being  fattened 
to  the  end  of  a  hawfer,  I  reeved  in  the  ftrap  of  the  buoy, 
and  was  hauled  on  board  with  it.  1  was  above  twelve 
minutes  in  the  water,  the  fea  making  a  free  paffage  over 
me,  and  at  the  lame  time  there  were  above  fifty  tons  of 
ice  hanging  about- the  fhip.  The  hawfer  was  brought  on 
the  larboard  quarter  of  the  main  capftan,  and  hove  up 
with  it  to  bring  the  wind  on  the  larboard  bow,  when, 
cutting  the  cable  with  forne  chifels  in  the  hawfe,  we  caft 
the  fhip  the  right  way." 

In  trie  month  of  April  1703,  he  vvas  promoted  to  be  lieute- 
nant of  the  Dartmouth,  and  in  the  following  year  was  at 
Elfinore,  /till  continuing  to  ferve  in  the  fame  Ration  on 
board  the  fame  Ihip.  Being  ordered  on  ihore  with  the  long 
boattoEiringburgh,hediflinguifhedhimfdfinavefyfingu- 
lar  and  fpiii  ted  manner,  terminatingat  once  adifpute  which, 
bad  lefs  peremptory  meafures  been  ufed,  might  not  impror 
bably  have  been  productive  of  ferious  conferences.  The 
Swedifh  commandant  feized  on  ten  of  his  boats  crew 
under  the  frivolous  pretence  of  a  trefpafs,  committed 
by  forne  of  them,  in  cutting  broom.  Two  or  three 
were  wounded  in  the  fcurRe,  and  all  of  them  immediately 
put  into  clofe  confinement.  Not  content  with  this  fla- 
grant breach  of  that  amity  which  fubtifted  between  his 
court,  and  that  of  England,  the  Swede  infilled  on  the  fum 
of  four  hundred  rix  dollars  to  be  paid  as  a  compenfation 
for  the  pretended  injury.  The  captains,  Watkins, 
.Strickland,  and  Tudoj  Trevor,  who  were  then  on  fhore, 

were   1 
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Were  unable  to  prevail  on  him  to  relax'in  his  arbitray-de- 
mand.  What  the  mild  and  conciliating  attempt  of  per- 
fuafion  was  unable  to  produce,  the  fpirit  of  Mr,  Harrifon 
almoit  inftantaneoufly  effe&ed.  Taking  with  him  a  proper 
number  of  refolute  and  chofen  men,  and  watching  his 
opportunity  cautioufly,  he  feized  the  perfon  of  the  gover- 
nor himfelf  when  palling  over  the  bridge  of  the  tdwit.  He 
executed  this  fpirited  and  truly  daring  aft  notwithflandmg  a 
guard  of  foldiers  was  kept  clofe  to  the  place  where  it  was 
performed ;  and  though,  moreover,  there  were  upwards  of 
twenty  Swedilh  officers  and  perfons  who  faw  the  feijure 
carried  into  execution,  but  were  too  timid,  or  prudent  to 
attempt  its  prevention. 

The  commandant  being  carried  on  board  the  ffiip, 
was  immediately  compelled  to  give  an  order  for  the  releaft 
of  the  people,  which  was  punctually,  though,  aa  we  may 
fuppofe,  not  very  willingly  complied  with.  In  1705  he, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Dunwich, 
and  in  this  ftatlon  much  diitinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  in- 
genuity on  a  different  tine  to  the  foregoing.  The  ftirb 
which  he  ferved  on  board  of  was  at  that  time  employed  as 
S  cruifer  for  the  protection  of  commerce  againft  privateers. 
■Experience  foon  taught  both  himfelf  and  his  comrades, 
that  the  ■prudence  of  their  antagonifts,  who  moft  cautioufly 
avoided  them,  precluded  any  hope  of  fuccefs^  except  fuch 
as  mould  be  the  refuh  of  fome'  fudden  and  uncommon 
accident.  Mr,.  Harrifon  propofed  to  difguife  the  (hip 
and  make  her  referable,  as  nearly  as  poflible,  a  Dutch  fly 
boat.  This  fcheme  fo  wonderfully  anfwered  the  end  pro- 
pofed, that-,  in  the  coiirle  of  their  different  cruifes,  they 
captured  five  privateers,  befides  driving  fix  on  more  near 
Calais,  and  a  French  frigate  of  twenty-four  guns,  on  the 
beach  at  Dieppe.  He  continued  lieutenant  of  the  Dun- 
wich, we  believe,'  during  the  whole  war:  and  fometime 
teforc  its  conclufion  diftingmfhed  himfelf  in  a  very  re- 
markable'manner  by  attacking  and  boarding  a  French 
privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  thirty- four  men,,  with  the  crews 
of  the  pirlnace  and  yawl  belonging  tothe  frigate,  though  it 
was  then  above  a  league  diftance  and  their  numbers 
amounted  to  no  more  than  nineteen  perfons.  The  pri- 
vateer was  under  fail-when  taken,  and  even  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  very  frefh  breeze  of  wind,  two  cireumftances 
■  -       '  ■  which 
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which  added  confide  rably  to  the  hazard,  and,  confeauently, 
to  the  heroifm  of  the  foregoing  ad.  It  was,  and  very 
defervedly,  thought  fo  highly  of  by  captain  Graves,  who 
commanded  the  Dunwich,  that,  with  theunammouscon- 
fent  of  the  whole  crew,  he  bellowed  the  whole  of  the  prize 
on  Mr.  Harrifon  and  his  brave  aflbciates. 

In  1711  he  was  appointed,  by  admiral  fir  John  Leake, 
to  act  as  captain  of  the  Dunwich  and  in  preference  to  any 
of  his  own  lieutenants,  a  circiim (lance  that  reflected  on 
him  the  bjgheft  honour:  but,  however  well  he  might 
have  deferred  this  promotion,  the  board  of  admiralty,  either 
from  his  want  of  friends  or  fome  unknown  caufe,  refilled 
to  ratify  his  promotion.  In  the  year  1714  he,  by  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  took  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  Mary  fmack.  Being  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  port  of 
Bred  and  others  adjacent,  on  the  coaft  of  France,  where 
it  was  faid  preparations  were  making  for  fome  fudden  and 
unexpected  attempt,  as  well  by  the  equipment  of  a  fleet 
as  the  collection  of  a  formidable  land  force,  he  executed 
this  fervice  in  the  completed  manner,  and  fo  expeditiouflj 
withal  that  he  was  only  eleven  days  abfent. 

Notwithflanding  his  very  long  and  meritorious  fervice, 
he  was  flill,  though  on  no  other  apparent  ground  what- 
ever than  that  of  being  deftitute  of  intereft,  thought  un- 
worthy of  promotion,  or  if  not  unworthy,  at  lealt  as  not 
yet  pofleflinga  fufficient  right  peremptorily  to  claim  it. 
The  patience  with  which  he  bore  his  difappointment  was 
at  h&  exhaufled,  and  he  ventured  to  tranfmit  to  lord 
Onflow,  who  appears  in  fome  meafure  to  have  taken  him 
under  his  protection,  a  plain  and  modefl  memorial,  dating, 
in  the  moll  moderate  terms  the  hardships  he  conceived  he 
laboured  under.  Thefe  were  of  a  two-fold  nature,  having 
relation  not  only  to  the  neglect  with  which  he  was  treated, 
but  what  was  a  flill  more  ferious  confederation,  the  nar- 
xownefs  of  his  circumftances,  being  left  for  a  length  of 
years,  to  fupport  a  wife  and  nine  children  on  the  fcanty 
pittance  of  a  lieutenants  half  pay.  "  Lord  Torrington* 
(fays  he)  was  of  opinion  my  commiflion,  as  captain  of  the 
Dunwich,  ought  to  have  been  confirmed,  and  three  years 
fi nee,  prom i fed  to  be  my  advocate,  and  procure  me  a  fhip; 
but  I  flill  remain  on  the  lift  of  lieutenants."    There  could 

*  Sir  George  B/ng. 
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not,  perhaps,  have  been  framed  a  more  pathetic  appeal  to 
the  pafHons  than  fuch  a  plain  and  artlefs  lamentation. 

Falling  over  all  difplay  of  his  fervices,  either  on  account 
of  their  length  or  particular  merit,  he  reds  his  claim  to 
promotion  with  hoping  the  admiralty-board  would 
promote  him  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  that  he  might, 
with  the  greater  decency,  be  able  to  maintain  his  wife  and 
family.  This  application  tothefeelingsofminifters  appears 
(o  have  had  but  little  effect  either  on  their  julUccor  their 
generofity,  for  he  did  not  receive  any  promotion  till  fame 
years  afterwards.  At  length,  having  attained  an  age 
When  many  brave  men  are,  alas!  obliged,  through  infir- 
mities, to  retire  totally  from  all  command,  he  was,  on  the 
28th  of  February  174.0,  appointed  captain  of  the  Mary 
galiey.  He  did  not  continue  in  this  veflel  longer  than  the 
end  of  the  current  year ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived any  other  commiffion  till  the  month  of  .April  or 
May  following,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  Argyle,  of 
fifty  guns,  as  FuccefTbr  to  captain  Richard  Norris.  This 
fhip  was  one  of  the  fleet  ftationed  in  Soundings  during  the 
entiling  fummer,  under  fir  John  Norris;  and  being  fent 
out  to  cruife  a  diort  time  before  the  fleet  itfelf  failed, 
captured  a  Spanilh  ftore-fliip,  laden  with  cannon  and 
ammunition,  called  the  Rehoboam.  In  the  month  of 
July  he  was  detached  to  cruife  off  Cape  Prior  for  the  pur. 
pole  of  intercepting  any  veffels  that  might  be  palling  from 
any  of  the  Spanilh  ports  to  Ferrol  or  Corunna. 

He  did  not  meet  with  any  very  extraordinary  fuccefs 
during  the  time  he  was  thus  employed,  having  only  cap- 
lured  a  fmall  brigantine,  from  Rcbadrus,  laden  with  limit 
for  the  garrifon  of  Corunna,  and  driven  on  (Lore  four 
Spanilh  barks,  with  a  fimilar  lading,  under  Cape  Prior. 
After  founding  the  different  bays,  and  reconnoitering  tho 
ports  of  Corunna  and  Ferrol,  he  was  on  his  way  to  rejoin 
fir  John  Norris,.  when,  on  the  15th  of  July,  he  fell  in 
with  a  Portuguese  veflel,  which  came  the  day  before  out  of 
the  harbour  of  Camaria,  near  Cape  Finifterre,  having  left 
there  an  Englifh  brigantine  which  had  been  captured  and  fent 
in  a  few  days  before  by  a  Spanilh  frigate  orwar,  from  the 
Havannah.  Captain  Harrifon  immediately  formed  the 
fpirited  refolution  of  attempting  to  cut  the  prise  oat  of 
the  harbour,  with  his  boats  manned  and  armed  ;  but  ere 

he 
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he  could  cany  this  project  into  execution,  he  fell  in  with 
fir  John  Norris  and  the  fleet.  Having  communicated  his 
intentions  to  the  admiral,  he  was  ordered  to  purfue 
them;  and,  the  better  to  enfure  his  fuccefs,  was  rein- 
forced  by  the  Gibraltar,  a  fm-all  frigate,  which,  from  her 
mallow  draught  of  water,  was  peculiarly  adapted  tofupport 
fiich  a  kind  of  fervice. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  fame  evening  the  boats  went  in, 
and  boarded  the  floop,  which  being  nearly  dry,  could  not 
be  brought  off,  and  was  therefore  fet  on  fire.  This  fer- 
vice being  accoroplifhed,  captain  Harrifon  proceeded,  ac- 
cording to  the  admiral's  in  timet  ions,  for  the  ifles  of 
Bayonne,  in  the  double  hope  of  difcovering  a  convenient 
place  to  water  at,  and  deftroying  fome  privateers  which 
were  faid  to  have  taken  inciter  there  with  feveral  prizes 
they  had  taken.  On  the  18th  he  anchored  within  the 
iilands,  and  having  accidentally  met  with  the  Grampus 
floop  of  war  ordered  that  veffel  to  accompany  him. 
Finding  the  intelligence  he  had  received  relative  to  tho 
privateers  to  be  erroneous,  he  came  to  a  refolution,  with 
the  captains  Cockburn  and  Parry,  to  proceed  up  to  the 
town  of  Vigo,  at  break  of  day  on  the  enfuing  morning, 
in  order  to  poifefs  themfelves  of,  or  deftroy  fucn  veffcls  as 
they  might  find  there :  but  before  the  time  arrived  when 
this  refolution  was  to  have  been  executed,  he  receiv- 
ed intelligence  from  a  Portuguefe  fchooner,  out  of 
which  he  obtained  a  pilot,  that  there  were  no  mips  at 
Vigo  itfelf,  but  at  Redondella,  which  was  very  near  it, 
there  were  five  prizes.  Captain  Harrifon,  in  confequence 
of  this  intelligence,  altered  his  fy(lem  of  operations ;  and 
proceeding  the  next  morning  with  the  Gibraltar  and 
Grampus  to  the  place  juft- mentioned,  carried  his  plan  of 
attack  into  execution  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  having 
brought  off  all  the  velTels  he  went  up  in  quell  of,  and  fent 
them  to  Oporto  under  convoy  of  the  frigate  and  floop  of 
war. 

Captain  Harrifon's  fuccefs  did  not  end  with  this  very 
fpirited  enterprife ;  continuing  his  cruife,  he  captured,  in 
the  month  of_  Auguft,  two  other  valuable  prizes,  which. 
he  fent  to  England  under  the  protection  of  captain 
Martin,  in  the  AlMance.  We  do  not  find  any  farther 
particular  mention  made  of  him  till  the  month  of  March, 
i  1743. 
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1743,  when  he  mi  made  captain  of  the  Superbe,  a  fix  ty-» 
gun  (nip.  He  did  not  long  retain  this  ftation,  from  which 
he  experienced  a  farther  advancement,  to  the  Monmouth, 
at  third  rate.  In  this  (hip  he  continued  till  the  conclusion 
of  thr  war.  During  the  year  1 745  we  do  not  meet  with 
any  occurrence  concerning  this  gentleman  worth  record- 
ing, but  his  having,  in  the  month  of  May,  been  ftationed 
as  a  cruifer  in  the  Channel,  in  company  with  the  Captain. 
While  employed  in  the  above  fervice  he  captured  a  flout 
French  privateer,  carrying  twenty  guns  ana  one  hundred 
and  fixty  men,  which  had  done  confiderable  mifchief  to 
the  Eritifti  commerce.  "In  1747  he  ferved  under  the 
admirals  Anfon  and  Warren,  at  the  time  they  were  fent 
out  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  Jonquicre's  fquadron. 
The  Monmouth  was  one  of  the  velTels 'detached  after  the 
convoy,  when  the  action  with  the  (hips  of  war  was  ended 
by  their  capture.  In  this  purfuit  two  merchant  frigates, 
the  Vigilant  and  Modefte,  mounting  twenty-two  guns 
each,  were  taken. 

From  this  time,  till  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  captain 
Harrifon  appears  to  have  been  principally  employed  as  a 
cruifer,  for  he  was  not  one  of  the  commanders  under  rear- 
admiral  Hawke,  when,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the 
year,  he  defeated  the  tecond  French  fquadron,  under  Mr. 
X/Etendierc,  nor  do  we  find  any  fubfequent  mention 
made  of  him  till  the  month  of  February  1747-8.  On  the 
id  of  March  he  arrived  at  Plymouth  with  a  large  French  . 
privateer,  called  the  Count  de  Mail  re  pas,  carrying  twenty- 
eight  carriage  and  fwivel  guns,  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  men,  which  he  captured  on  the  19th  of  the  pre- 
ceding month,  after  a  very  long  chace  of  three  days  con- 
tinuance. In  lefs  than  three  weeks  afterwards  he  cap- 
tured another  large  French  private  (hip  of  war,  called  the 
Roftan.  This  reflet  belonged  to  Bourocaux,  and  though 
carrying  only  twenty-two  guns,  had  a  crew  amounting  to 
no  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  feventy  men ;  but  having 
received  much  injury  by  the  cannon-lhot  fired  at  her  in 
the  purfuit,  (he  funk  before  the  prifoners  were  completely 

*  The  other*  were  the  Yarmouth,  captain  Picrcy  Brett,    and  the 
Nottingham,  captain  Smrnkrez,  both  of  Whom  had  been  Mr:  Anfon'i 
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Alfred,  having,  unfortunately,  nine  Englifh  feamen,  to- 
gether with  one  hundred  of  her  own  people  on  board,  all 
of  whom  appear,  unhappily,  to  have  been  drowned. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  war  Mr.  Hanifon  appears 
to  have  lived  totally  in  retirement,  from -the  fervice,  till 
the  year  J  755 :  he  had  then  attained  an  advanced  age,  and 
the  board  of  admiralty  had  it  for  that  reafon  actually  in 
contemplation,  as  it  is  (aid,  to  put  this  brave  veteran  on 
the  Superannuated  lilt,  as  an  officer  pad  fervice ;  but  when' 
it  became  tolerably  apparent  to  every  pcrfon  that  a  rupture- 
with  France  muft  inevitably  take  place,  he  applied  parti- 
cularly for  the  command  of  his  old  (hip,  the  Monmouth, 
quaintly  obferving,  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  being 
able  to  patch  that  veffel,  old  and  (nattered  as  fhe  was,  Co 
that  fhe  mould  lait  a  year  or  two,  which,  he  fuppofed, 
would  be  at  leaf!  as  long  as  he  himfd-f  mould  live.  The 
admiralty  changed  their  intention  and  appointed  him  to 
the  lhip  he  recjuelted.  He  failed  under  the  command  of 
fir  Ed  w.  Hawkc,  in  the  courfe  of  the  current  maimer,  on  a 
cruife  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.  He  diftingtiifhed  himfetf  by 
his  activity  during  the  period  of  his  being  thus  employed, 
more  especially  in  the  pur  fait  of  fome  very  valuable 
French  mips  from  Martinico.  Nothing,  however,  very 
particular  appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the  time 
he  continued  in  the  Ration  of  a  private  captain. 

In  the  month  of  June  1756,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  appointed  to  command  at 
the  port  of  Plymouth,  he  having  hoifted  his  flag  on  board 
the  Monmouth,  (till  continuing  in  his  old  (hip.  In  fuch 
a  fituationno  very  material  or  interefting  occurrence  could 
be  expected,  nor  any  other  means  of  adding  to  that 
degree  of  reputation  he  had  already  fo  juftly  acquired,  ex- 
cept by  his  diligence  and  careful  attention  to  what  may, 
with  fome  propriety,  be  called  the  civil  duties  of  his 
dilation  ;  thefe  were  always  as  confpicuous,  as  when  a 

J'ounger  man,  and  in  active  fervice,  his  gallantry  and 
pint  conftantly  had  been.  In  1758  he  was  advanced  t» 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was,  moreover,  early  in  the 
enfniiig  year,  to  be  vice  of  the  red.  This  promotion  he 
did  not  Idng  enjoy,  dying,  in  an  advanced  age,  on  the  13th 
of  March  in  the  fame  year.  From  his  having  for  fo  long 
a  (pace  of  time  continued  in  the  Monmouth,  he  was 
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facetioufly  diftinguiflied,  by  thcwiti  in  the^lcrvioe,  undent' 
(lie  jocular  and  honourable  name  of  Harry  of  Monmouth. 
As  well  by  his  exemplary  condud  as  by  the  irt- 
thnfic  merit  of  his  ferviccs,  he  acquired  the  efteem  ami 
refpeft  of  all  his  cotemporaries,  dying  univcrfally  re- 
gretted by  them  as  a  warm  friend,  an  able  commander, 
and,  what  is  a  (till  greater  character,  an  honeft  man. 

HEWET,  Sir  William*,— was  the  fon  of  William 
Hewet  of  St.  Neots,  efq.  which  William  laft-msntioned 

*  The  family  of  Hewer  is  of  ancient  extraction.  There  wai  ■  fir 
Walter  Hewet,  who  made  a  eonfiderable  figure  in  Edward  the  Illd's 
win,  in  France.  Vide  Barne'i  Edw,  Hid.  p.  65a.  and  other  placet. 
Of  tbii  family  wti  lir  William  Hewet,  lord  mayor  of  London,  1 559, 
bat  whether  brother  to  thii  Robert  ia  oot  certain.  Of  thii  ftr  Wil- 
liam we  find  the  following  remarkable  hiftory  in  Stow'*  Surrey  of 
London,  vol.  ii.  b.  5.  p.  133. 

*'  Sir  William  Hcwet,  cloth- worker,  mayor  1559,  fon  to  Edmond 
Hewet,  of  Wale*,  in  Yorkfhire;  he  died  the  6th  of  February  1^66. 
Hit  wife  wai  the  daughter  of  Levefbn,  of  Kent. 

"  Thii  mayor  wai  a  merchant  poBefl  of  a  great  eflate,  valued  at 
fioool.  per  annum,  and  wai  (kid  to  have  bad  three  foni  and  one 
daughter,  10  which  daughter  thii  mifchatice  happened  (the  father  then 
living  upon  London  bridge)  the  maid  playing  with  her  out  of  a 
window  over  the  river  Thames,  by  chance  dropt  her  in.  Aimed  be- 
yond expectation  of  being  faved,  a  young  gentleman,  named  Ofburne, 
the  apprentice  to  fir  William,  the  father,  (which  Ofborne  wat  one 
of  the  inceflors  of  the  duke  of  Leedi,  in  a  direct  line)  at  thii  cala< 
tnitoua  accident,  immediately  leaped  in  bravely,  and  faved  the  child. 
In  memory  of  thii  deliverance,  aawell  ai  in  gratitude,  her  father  after- 
ward! bellowed  her  in  marriage  on  the  faid  Mr.  Ofborne,  with  a 
very  great  dowry,  whereof  the  late  eflate  of  fir  Thomai  Fanfhaw,  in 
the  parifh  of  Barkin,  in  Eflex,  wai  a  pan,  ai  the  late  duke  of  Leed* 
himlelf  told  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Hewet,  from  whom  I  have  thit 
relation,  and,  together  with  that  eflate  in  EfTex,  leveral  other  lands  in 
the  parifhei  of  Harthil  and  Wales,  in  Yorkfhire,  now  in  the  poffeGion 
of  the  faid  mod  noble  family.  All  thii  from  the  old  duke's  own 
month,  to  the  faid  Mr.  Hewet. 

"  Alfo,  that  feveral  perrons  of  quality  courted  the  faid  young  lady, 
and  particularly  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury ;  but  fit  William  waiplcafed 
to  fay,  Ofborne  faved  her,  and  Ofborne  (hould  enjoy  her.  The  late 
duke  of  Leeds,  and  the  pre  Tent  family,  pre  Serve  the  pieuire  of  the  faid 
fir  William,  in  fail  habit  of  lord  mayor,  at  Kivcton-boufe,  in  York- 
fhire, to  thii  day,  valuing  it  at  eool. 

"  Of  the  fame  family  waa  Robert  Hewet,  efq.  who  polTeucd  a  con- 
nderable  eflate  at  Killamarch,.in  Derbyfhire,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
V11I,  He  left  two  font;  Robert,  who  died  without  ilfue,  and 
William,  who  fncceeded  bit  father:  the  latter  died  1599,  aged  fe sen ly- 
(even,  bad  ii  baried  ia  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  London.1' 
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was  the  great-grandTon  of  fir  John  Hewet,  of  Headley 
Mall,  in  the  county  of  York,  baronet,  fo  created  October 
lif  an.  1621,  temp.  Jac.  III.  On  the  death  of  his  uncle* 
fir  John,  on  the  3d  of  February  1737,  without  ifllie,  he 
lucceeded  to  the  title.  This  gentleman  had  entered  into 
the  navy  before  the  time  of  queen  Anne's  death,  and  had 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  about  the  year 
17 16,  without  experiencing  for  many  years  any  farther  ad- 
vancement. In  the  month  of  July  1740,  not  long  after 
the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Spain,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  commander  of  the  Baiilifk  bomb-ketch,  from 
which  veflel  he  was  ftill  farther  advanced,  on  the  29th  of 
November,  to  be  captain  of  the  Colchefter,  a  fourth  rate  of 
forty  guns;  rear-admiral  Hardy,  through  miftake,  gives 
us  the  Sandwich  as  the  fhip  in  which  he  fiHt  took  rank  as 
a  poft  captain.  He  was  not  long  afterwards  ordered  to 
convoy  the  outward-  bound  fleet  to  Virginia*,  and  on  his 
return  was  promoted  to  the  Winchefter,  of  fifty  guns, 
in  the  month  of  May  1 744.  From  this  fhip,  on  the  aoth 
of  July,  he  was  advanced  to  the  command  of  the  Princefj 
Louifa.  No  mention  is  made  of  any  particular  occur- 
rence having  taken'  place  during  the  time  he  held  either  of 
the  two  foregoing  commands ;  nor  have  we  any  other  par- 
ticulars concerning  him,  except  that  he  was  one  of  the 
mailers  of  the  court-martial  convened  for  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Leftock.  He  died,  in  England,  on  the  22d  of  May 
1749,  having  been,  as  we  believe,  for  fome  time  unem- 
ployed. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  LeVerrnore,'  of 
Gofport,  in  the  county  of  Southampton.  By  her  we  know 
him  to  have  had  three  fons,  William,  Levermore,  and 
Herbert. 

HOLBURNE,  Francis,  —  was  the  defcendant  of  a 
refpeftable  family  in  Scotland,  the  repre Tentative  of 
which  had  been  advanced  to  the  rank  of  baronet,  by  queen 
Anne,  in  the  year  1706.  Having  entered  into  the  navy 
and  ferved  for  fome  time  as  a  lieutenant,  particularly  on 

*  He  it  (kid  10  have  been  appointed  captain  of  toe  3andwi«h,  t 
f«ond  rate,  in  the  month  of  July  1741.  If  ibis  information  ii  troe> 
a*  we  believe  it  to  be,  he  could  only  have  retained  that  command'* 
fcoii  time. 
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board  the  Namur,  to  which  (hip  he  was  appoints  J 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  1732,  he  was,  in  Auguft 
1739,  advanced  to  be  commander  of  the  Swift  Hoop 
of  war.  He  was. from  thence,  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary 1740,.  removed  into  the  Trial,  a  vefTel  of  the  fame 
defcripiion;  and  was  quickly  afterwards,  on  the  15th. 
of  February  enfurng,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  tri* 
Dolphin  frigate.  During  a  part  of  the  time  Mr. 
Holburne  held  this  command  ne  was  employed  to 
cruife  in  the  Channel,  where  he  had  no  other  good  for- 
tune than  that  of  capturing  two  fmall  Spanifh  privateers, 
one,  called' the  Nueftra  Senora  del  Carmin,  mounting  fix 
Carriage  and  four  fwivel  gum,  with  a  crew  of  forty  men  ; 
the  other,  of  fix  guns,  and  forty-four  men.  In  1741 
he  was  lent  on  the  Leith  {ration,  which  being  farther 
removed  from  the  track  of  the  enemy  he  appears  to  have 
had  ftilllefsfuccefs,  no  mention  being  made  of  him  du'ring 
the  above'  time. 

In  1742,  having  returned  back  to  the  Channel  fer- 
vice,  he,  in.  the  month  of  June,  captured  and  carried  into 
Plymouth  a  itout  privateer,  called  the  St.  Juan  Baptifte,  of 
eighteen  carriage  and  fourteen  fwivel  guns,  with  a  crew 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  men.  On  his  quitting  the 
Dolphin  we  believe  him  to  have  been  promoted,  firft  to  the 
Argyle,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty,  and  quickly  afterwards  to 
the  Rippon,  of  fixty  guns;  but  no  mention  is  made  either 
if  the  ftation.or  fprvice  on  which  he  was  employed  during 
the  time  he  held  thofe  commands.  In  the  month  of 
December  1747,  he  wasadvancedfrom  the  Rippon  to  the 
Kent,  as  fueceifor  to  captain  Fox.  .  In  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  January  1748,  he  failed  under  admiral 
Hawke  for  the  Bay,  and  continued  to  be  employed  On  ths 
fame  ftation  and  fervice  till  the  conclufion  of  the  wart 
Jtut,  as  has  been  already,  remarked  in  the  memoirs  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  nothing  in  any  degree  worthy  re- 
lating took  place  during  that  period,  except  the  capture  of 
the  Magnanirne,  in  which  Mr.  Holburne  was  not  perfo- 
jiaiTy  concerned. 

Soon  after  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  peace,  .Mr, 
Holburne  was  made  commodore,  as  it  is  laid,  of  a  fmall 
iquadron  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies:  we  do  not,  how- 
wer,  believe  this  appointment  to  have  been  more  than 
'■itojar,  and  what  is  commonly  bellowed  on  all  fenior 
captains 
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captains  commanding  detachments.  We  find  him  Tent  to 
the  Weft  Indies  about  the  month  of  January  1750,  having' 
Under  him  the  Rofe  frigate  and  Jamaica'  (loop,  being 
difpatched  thither  with  the  orders  of  tlfe_king  of  France, 
transmitted  through  the  Britiih  arnba'ifador  at  Paris,  to 
M.  Caylus,  governor  of  Martinico,  commanding  him 
immediately  to  evacuate  the  iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  Domi- 
nica, St.  Vincents,  and  Tobago.  On  Mn  Holbume's 
arrival  at  the  place  of  his  deftination,  he  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  at  being  forbid  landing,  but  he  nevenhelefs  in- 
filled on  delivering  his  difpatches,  which  he  immediately 
fent  by  his  fecretary,  accompanied  by  captain  Bladwell  of 
the  Rofe  frigate.  The  officer  who  received  them  de- 
clared he  acted  only  in1  conformity  to  the  orders  of  M. 
Caylus,  the  governor,  whom  he  reprefented  to  be  in  the 
country  at  a  confiderable  diftanCe  from  his  ufual  place  of 
refidenee,  but  thai  a 'finafanfwer  mould  be  returned  in 
twelve  hours. 

This  was  merely  a  fineffe  to  gain  time,  for  the  governor 
Was  then  actually  on  the  fpot;  and,  after  fome  confuta- 
tion, fent  Very  impertinent  peremptory  orders  for  Mn 
Holburne  to  withdraw  immediately  with  his  mips,  as  he 
had  no  inftruclions  from  his  own  court  to  comply  with 
the  re  qui  fit  ion.  Not  having  a  fufRcient  force,  or,  indeed, 
authority  to  make  any  attempt  at  compelling  this  muffling 
opponent  to  an  aft  of 'bare  national  juftice,  he  reluct- 
antly complied.  During  the  time  he  continued  to  be 
employed  on  that  ftation  he  could  Only  remonftrate  and  . 
teprefent,  inflead  of  employing  the  more  powerful  argu- 
ments, which  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  much 
more  productive  of  fuccefs.  We  hear  nothing  of  him  after 
his  return  from  this  flation  *  till  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1755.  He  at  that  time  is  faid  to  have  commanded  the 
Ramillies,  of  ninety  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  fitted  out  and 
collected  at  Portfmouth,  in  confequence  of  the  behaviout 
of  the  French  court,  which  became  infufferahle  from  the 
daily  infults  offered  to  the  Britiih  flag.  On  February  $,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  rank'of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
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immediately  afterwards  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  (hip 
he  had  before  commanded  as  a  private  captain. 

He  not  long  afterwards  removed  into  the  Terri- 
ble, on  being  appointed  to  command  a  fquadron  or- 
dered to  America  for  the  purpofe,  of  reinforcing  Mr. 
Bofcawen.  He  accordingly  failed  on  the  nth  of  May, 
wiih  the  Terrible,  Grafton,  Yarmouth,  Chichefter, 
Edinburgh,  Atgufta,  and  Arundel.  Nothing  material 
took  place  during  the  voyage  to  Halifax,  where  he  arrived, 
after  a  very  prosperous  and  fpeedy  paflage,  on  the  28th. 
Having  watered  his  fquadron,  and  completed  fome  reqai- 
fite  points  of  refitment,  he  proceeded  to  join  Mr.  Bof-- 
cawen,  whom  he  met  off  Louifburgh  on  the  sift  of  June. 
The  fubfequent  events  of  this  uninterefting  naval  cam- 
paign comprife  nothing  confequential  enough  to  require 
particular  mention,  except  that  Mr.  Holburne  returning 
to  England,  with  vice-admiral  Bofcawen,  and  the  fleet 
arrived  fafe  at  Spithead  on  the  15th  of  November.  We 
do  not  find  any  mention  made  of  him,  during  the 
year  1756,  except  that  he  was,  for  a  time,  fecond  in 
command  of  the  fleet,  ftationed  off  Breft,  under  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  to  watch  the  French  fhips  in  that  port,  and 
was  ohe  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
aftembletf  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  enfuing  fummer,  having  been  in  the  interim 
promoted,  through  the  intermediate  ranks,  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  he  was  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  fleet  ordered  on  the  expedition  againft 
Louifburg. 

He  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  16th  of  Ayril ;  and 
after  calling  at  Cork  for  fome  tranfports  winch  were 
lying  there  in  order  to  join  him,  twit  his  final  departure 
from  thence,  with  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  the  con- 
voy on  the  7th  of  May.  Owing  to  the  common  impedi- 
ments to  the  paflage  of  fo  numerous  a  fleet,  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds,  and  their  natural  confequences,  he 
did  not  reach  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous,  till  the  9th  of  July.  This  deftruc- 
tive,  though,  perhaps,  unavoidable  delay,  following  that 
which  had  taken  place  at  home  in  fending  out  the  fleet, 
rendered  its  arrival  at  the  fcene  of  intended  opera- 
tions 
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tions  *  too  late  to  hope  'for  much  fuccefs :  but  it  hat 

been  farcailicaily  remarked,  that  the  fealon  was  not  yet 

fufficiently 

*  The  following  anonymous  defence  both  of  the  admiral  and  general 
appears  too  temperate  and  fair  to  be  omitted  here- 

Thc  refentmenr,  eaprefled  by  fome  great  pet 
Loudoun  and  admiral  Hotbume,  for  not  ttierrpiir,. 
Cape  Breton,  feemt  to  be  very  rll-groundcd,  beeaufe  our  naval  force 
was  not  only  too  fmall  but  difparched  too  late  in  the  year.  Our 
operations  againft  Cape  Breton  Should  commence  there  with  the 
fpring;  not  later  than  the  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April ; 
that  u,  they  fhould  begin  as  (bon  ai  the  navigation  to  it  it  Open  and 
fafe ;  till  that  time,  the  Tea  is  covered  with  thick  togs,  and  the  harbour* 
of  Cape  Breton  are  ehoaked  with  iee.  The  moment  that  theft  begin  to 
■  clear  away  ii  the  proper  time  for  making  a  descent ;  and  it  was 
wholly  owing  to  our  obferving  and  feixing  it,  that  the  New  England 
men  lucceeded  in  their  gallant  attempt ;  and  whoever  hope ■  for  the 
time  fuccefs  mull  take  the  fame  meafures,  for  the  following  retfons : 

ill.  Becawfe  a  French  army  or  fleet  eannot  winter  in  that  inhofpi- 
table  part  of  the  world ;  and,  therefore,  by  attacking  it  earlier  in  the 
fpring  before  any  reinforcement!  or  fuppliei  can  he  received  from 
Europe,  we  ball  take  the  French  it  a  total  disadvantage;  whereat,  if 
we  delay  but  a  little  later  than  April,  the  enemy  may  be  fo  well  pro- 
vided againft  our  defign  bv  reinforcement  'and  fuppliei,  both  front 
Europe  and  Quebec,  at  will  male  all  our  effort!  ineffc&ua/. 

ad.  The  fleet  and  army  therefore  which  Ibafl  be  deflined  to  con- 
quer Louifbourg  molt  winter  in  North  America,  part  at  Bofton,  part 
■t  Annapolis  Royal,  and  part  at  Halifax ;  there  the  men  will  be  comt 
fortably  lodged,  and  fupplied  with  all  the  neceflariet,  and  even  the 
con ven tend ci  of  lite,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  at  home; 
Thus  they  will  turn  out  healthy  and  vigoioui  in  the  fpring,  ready 
to  enter  on  briflt  aflion  before  any  Diips  can  llir  from  France  or  Eng- 
land. The  king'i  Slips  and  tranfpoitieai|lie  fife,  and  be  ai  well  cleaned, 
-  repaired,  careened,  or  even  docked  in  America,  efpecially  it  Halifax, 
*s  in  England,  provided  toooor  I  joo1>  be  laid  out  in  re-building  the 
docki  and  wharfs.  Many  naval  (lores  can  be  purehafed  there  for  run- 
thirdt  of  the  money  they  colt  here,  and  the  price  of  all  tbcfc  thingi 
paid  to  Bnriih  fuhjefli.  Thut,  and  not  otherwifc,  will  the  fleet, 
with  the  army,  be  ready  and  in  good  order  to  proceed  on  the  artack 
early  in  the  Ipring,  before  the  French  from  Europe,  or  from  Quebec, 
can  have  reinforced  the  place.  i 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  lord  Loudoun  ought  to  have  been  enabled 
to  begin  hii  operations  aaainft  Louilbourg  in  April,  whereas  admiral 
Holburne,  without  whote  alliftance  he  could  not  proceed,  did  not 
arrive  till  July  9.  He  ought  to  have  landed  on  Cape  Breton  before 
any  fhips  of  war  from  France  or  Quebec  could  get  there  to  annov  his 
troops  in  their  debarkation  :  infteadof  thai,  the  annexed  lift  will  (hew 
that  there  were  eighteen  capital  (hips  in  Louifbourg  harbour,  ten  dayi 
before  admiral  Holburne  arrived  at  Halifax.  He.  ought  ta  have  been 
C  a  •     afuued 
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fufficiently  advanced  to  preclude  all  hope  of  a  fortunate 

iflue  to  (he  expedition,'  and  aconfiderable  time  was, 

unne- 


aflilled  by  a  naval  force  fuperior,  at  leafl  equal,  10  the  French  fleet; 
whereas,  it  appears  by  the  lift,  the  French  were  very  fuperior  lo  him  in 
(he  number  of  tjieir  capital  (hips,  carrying  a  greater  number  of  guns,  all 
of  much  heavier  metal,  apd  larger  calibres,  than  thole  of  the  pritiflj 
fleet-  His  fi'f  intelligence  was,  indeed,  thai  there  were  only  feveri 
capital  Ihipi  of  war  in  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg ;  upon  which,  tho' 
fucb  a  farce  was  capable  of  gauling  his  troopi  moil  terribly  in  their 
landing,  yet  he  embarked  them  in.  order  to  difpute  the  point  [  but 
captain  Edwards,  on  the  Newfoundland  nation,  taking  an  advice  boat 
about  the  fame  time,  Tent  him  a  true  account  of  the  French  (Irength  : 
whereupon  a  council  of  war  being  called,  confining  of  both  land  and 
fea  officers,  it  was  agreed  unanimoully,  excepting  only  one  diflenring 
vote,  that  the  attempt  was  impracticable  at  ihat  time;  and,  in  fiich 
circumftayees,  what  other  refoluiion  could  the  braved  man,  endued 
with  common  prudence,  come  to  ;  fuppofe,  that  qn  being_  informed  of 
the  French  naval  force,  and  thai  there  were  3jca  tcgiilar^  in  gairifon  at 
Louifbourg,  (which  was  the  cafe)  they  had  ncvenhetefs  ventured  to 
make  the  intended  dtfeent,  what  could  ibev  in.reafon  expeffc,  but  that 
the  French  fleet  would  come  out,  defeat  admiral  Holburne,  and  then 
Jink  or  deflroy  all  our  tianfports,  with  11,000  land-forces  «n  board? 
The  confluence  would  have  been  the  immediate  and  utter  !of>  of  the 
whole  colony  of  New  York  firil,  and  then  of  ell  North  America : 
this  would  have  been  a  decifive  blow  to  the  whole  Britifh  Inlereft  iri 
that  pan  of  the  world.  If  this  was  what  any  man  of  cool  (bought: 
would  and  mull  expect  to  be  the  event,  lord  Loudoun,  and  everjt 
officer  who  voied  for  deferring  the  attack  of  Cape  Breton,  in  fuch  cir- 
cumilances,  deferves,  infiead  of  cenfure,  the  fame  encomiums  that 
were  bellowed  by  the  Romans,  on  Quinlus  Fabius  Maximus,  qui 
cunRanda  rtfiiluit  rem,  inifleadofdefpeiarely  attacking  Hannibal  when, 
l)e  bad  no  chance  of  vitlory.  p 

He  is  indeed  blamed  for  walling  time  in  frequent  councils  of  war, 
infleaci  of  going  upon  aflion  immediately :  but  is  there  a  man  whej 
will  lay,  it  would  have  been  prudent  in  him  to  put  every  thing  to  the 
rifoue  without  endeavouring  to  get  any  intelligence  ?  It  is  alio  Taid, 
that  the  French  fleet  was  fo  greatly  weakened  by  ficknefs  that  it  could 
have  made  very  little  oppofiiion  ;  but  fuppolitig  ihia  to  be  true,  how 
could  lord  Loudoun,  or  admiral  Holburne,  know  it?.  .They  were 
indeed  informed,  by  a  fifherman,  that  the  French  crews  were  ficklyi 
yet  not  fo  fickly  as  to  render  ihem  dcfpicable  enemies.  Bcfidrjl.wc 
fee  how  little  the  intelligence  of  fifhermen  was  to  he  depended  upon, 
for  they  faid  there  were. but  feven  Tail  oF  French  (hips  in  the  harbour, 
■when  there  were  eighteen  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates,  from  twenty-li^ 
to  40  guns.  Some  ihink  it  extraordinary  that  admiral  Holburne  fboulj 
.  tentureuptoLooifbourg.and  cruize  off  the  port. with  only  five  or  fix  (hips 
41!  the  line,  and  yet  think  it  imprudent  to  go  up'  with  hi)  whole  force 
.and  the  wanfpons;    but  (hey  do  not  rightly  conlidec   the  difference, 

bad, 
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:e(TariIy    conftimed,     at     Halifax, 
the  troops,  in  order  to  accuftoin  them  ( 


n    exercifing 
the  different 


hid  the  French  come  out  with  a  fuperior  force,  la  one  cafe  ha 
might  have  made  at  worfl  a  running  light  of  itj  but,  J»rhe  other, 
what  would  hare  become  of  the  tranfpons  and  land  force)  ?  he  muft 
cither  have  lefi  them  to  perilh  by  tbemfelves,  or  have  pcrilhcd  with 
them. 

To  conclude,  theconduft  of  lord  Loudoun  and  admiral  Hoi  burns 
feemi  not  only  juJlittafele,  but  commendable;  and,  inllead  of  being' 
recalled,  they  ought  to  be  ordered  to  winter  in  North  America,  thai 
they  may  be  ready  to  act  early  in  the  fpring. 

The  comparative  force  of  the  different  fleet!  will  be  clearly  feen  by 
the  following  iubjoined  lifts. 

ENGLISH. 


Ships.                                   Guns 

Ships.                               Gum. 

Newark          -                       80 

Defiance        *             -         60 

Invincible         -           -         74 

Tilbury         -              -          6p 
Windfor            -         -'       *» 

Terrible         -             -          74 

Northumberland         -         70 

Centurion         -         .        M 

Grafton          -             -         68 

Sutberignd                                 Sa 

Orford            ,              -           -68 

Bedford           »             r           64 

I090 

Captain          -            -          *4 

Five  twenty-gun  fhips         100 

Nalfau              .             .          <4 

Six  (loops             ■                 y« 

Nottingham,                           6a 

Kingflon                               16a 
.S«ndc-land          -           -         60 

In  all    ia6a 

N.  B.  July  9,  admiral  Holbur 

ne   arrived  with  fourteen  fall  of  the 

above  (hips,    together  with   the 

wenty-glin   fhins  and  floopi.     The 

Windfor  arrived  Auguft  4,  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  (he  icfoluiioa 

of  abandoning  ihe  coterprize  wa. 

taken. 

FRENCH. 

Ships.                                       Glint 

Ships,                                       .6  it  m. 

June  4,  arrived  M.  Reveft  with 

Le  Superbe                            74. 

Le  Heffor             -            7* 

Le  Glorieux                          74 

X'Achille           -         -         64 

Le  Hero.         -           -         74 

Le  Vaillaut        •       -64 

Le  Dauphin  Royal        -      70 

Le  Sage             •            -       64 

Le  Belliqucux             -          64 

Le  Celebre              -             64 

June  g,  arrived  M.  Beaufretcon 

Le  Bizarre                             64 

L'Eronnant                -                8* 

I*7» 

Le  Defenfear                        74 

FmcATss. 

LeDiademe                          74 

La  Brune                 -              36 

^Inflexible            +            64 

Le  Bien  Acquii          •          40 

L'Evcilk          -           -64 

La  Comete              -             30 

La  Mermione         •         -      eS 

June  t£,   arrived  dc  la  Mothe 

La  Coquine  Flute         -        g6 

La  Fortune  de  Lip        -       36 

Le  Due  de  Bourgogne          80 

1 4 

Le  Formidable            ,         84 

In  all    1474 

C  4                           manoeuvres 
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manoeuvres  and  modes  of  attack  they  might  probably  be 
required  to  execute  when  called  into  actual  fervjee. 

The  troops  were  at  laft  embarked,  and  ready  to  proceed 
by  the  ifl  of  Auguft ;  but  while  the  fleet  was  on  its  paf- 
fage,  a  French  packet  was,  as  it  is  prefumed,  thrown 
purpofely  in  its  way,  and  captured.  By  the  dispatches 
which  were  found  on  board  her,  the  commanders-in-chief 
were  informed  there  was  a  naval  force,  amounting 
t«  feventeen  (hips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  in  the 
harbour  of  Louifburg ;  that  the  town  was  defended  by  a 
formidable  land  force,  confining  of  fix  thoufand  Euro- 
peans, three  thoufand  colonial  troops,  together  with  three 
hundred  Indians;  that  the  magazines  were  plentifully 
flared  with  provifions  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds.  The 
receipt  of  this  intelligence  neceflarily  produced  a  council 
of  war,  in  which  it  was  almoft  unanimoufly  jefolved  to 
abandon  the  expedition.  The  troops  were  immediately 
tent  back,  but  admiral  Holbnrne  continued  cruizing  with 
the  fleet  off  Cape  Breton.  On  the  20th  he  was  off  Lou- 
ifbtirg,  and  within  two  miles  of  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, fo  that  he  could  diftinetly  fee  the  French  admiral 
make  jhe  fignal  to  unmoor:  but  being  far  inferior  in 
force,  he  immediately  retired  to  Halifax,  where,  being 
reinforced  by  four  ibips  of  the  line,  he  returned  to  his 
former  ftation  in  hopes  of  enticing  the  French  to  Hand 
out  to  fea  and  engage  him. 

The  admiral  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  fuccecd ;  and, 
continuing  in  the  fame  occupation,  was,  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, overtaken  by  a  moft  tremendous  florin  or  hurri- 
cane, which  continued  upwards  of  fourteen  hours.  When 
the  gate  commenced  the  fleet  were  at  an  offing  of  nearly 
forty  leagues  from  the  fhore,  and  when  it  abated  was 
driven  within  two  miles  of  the  breakers ;  even  [hen,  had 
not  the  wind  fuddenly  and  providentially  flnfted,  the  whole 
fleet  would  in  all  probability  have  been  driven  on  fhore 
and  totally  loft.  As  it  was  the  mips  were  difperfed  and 
exceedingly  fluttered;  the  Tilbury  was  driven  on  fhore 

,  and  wrecked;  the  Grafton  totally  difsbled,  her  rudder 
beaten  off,  and  the  fhip  otherwife  fo  much  damaged 
that  her  prefervation  was  conlidertd  as  almoft  miraculous  : 
feveral  other  fhips  were  nearly  wrecked,  and  the  whole 
fquadroa  fo  much  damaged  that  the  admiral,  with  fuch, 

%  -      -  JhipS 
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ftups  as  he  could  colled,  was  obliged  to  make  forfcngland 
as  expeditjouliy  as  pofEble. 

Mr.  Holburne  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, and  was  quickly  afterwards  appointed  port  ad- 
miral at  Portfmouth.  On  the  7th  of  February  following 
he  was  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  and 
continued  employed  in  the  above  unintereftiitg  manner  " 
during  the  ufual  term  for  which  fuch  appointments  a«,j 
generally  held ;  but  is  no  otherwife  mentioned  than  as*' 
having  been,  in  the  month  of  February  1759,  advanced 
to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red.  He  (truck  his  flag,  and 
quitted  his  command  on  the  ill  of  November  1761,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  held  any  naval  appointment  after 
that  time.  In  the  firlt  parliament  afiembled  after  the 
acceflioo  of  his  prefent  majefty,  he  was  chofen  reprefen- 
tativc  for  the  united  burghs  of  Sterling,  Innerlkeithen,&c. 
and  in  theenfuing  parliament  was  chofen  member  for  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  a  nation  he  continued  to  retain  till  his 
death.  About  the  year  1 766,  he  was  advanced  to  be  ad- 
miral of  the  blue.  Honours  and  appointments  began  not 
long  after  that  time  to  flow  rapidly  in  upon  him.  On 
the  24th  of  February  1770,  he  was  nominated  one  of  the 
commifli oiiers  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral ; 
and  on  the  38th  of  October  following  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  admiral  of  the  white ;  about  the  fame  time  he 
received  (he  civil  appointment  of  rear-admiral  of  Great 
Britain,  as  fucceflbr  to  Mr  Charles  Knowles,  who  had 
refigned  a  little  time  before,  on  accepting  a  command  in 
the  Ruffian  fervice.  Early  in  the  year  1771  he  was  made 
governor  of  Greenwich-hofpital,  an  honour  he  did  not 
long  live  to  enjoy,  dying,  on  the  15th  of  July  following, 
at  the  age  of  fixty-feven.  He  married-  — — ,  widow  of 
Edward  Lafcelles,  efq.  collector  of  the  ifland  of  Barbados*, 
and  father  to  the  prefent  lord  Hart-wood.  By  this  lady 
he,  left  one  fon>  the  prefent  fir  Francis  Holburne,  who . 
i'ueceeded  to  the  title  of  baronet,  in  Scotland,  on  the  death 
of  fir  Alexander  Holburne,  his  coufin. 

The  character  of  this  gentleman  has  been  as  variouuy 
reprefented  by  his  friends  and  enemies  as  that  of  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs  or  cotemporaries.  An  elevated  ftation  rarety 
fails  to  give  birth  to  controverfies  of  this  nature,  and  few 
jhftances  occur  where  public  opinion  is  not  oppofitely, 

and. 
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and,  generally  (peaking,  unwarrantably  divided.  An 
anecdote  of  him,  which  has  been  related  to  us  from  the 
beft  authority,  is,  however,  too  honourable  to  his  cha- 
racter to'  be  omitted  in  this  place.  During  his  paftage  to 
England,  from  America,  we  believe  from  Louifburg,  in 
which,  as  it  is  welt  known,  he  encountered  a  moft  violent 
and  tremendous  tempeft,  he  had  obferved  a  young 
officer  particularly  diligent,  active,  and  ufeful  on  fo  trying 
an  occafion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  had  taken  notice  of  his 
ft'riking  fcveral  of  the  common  men  whom  he  thought 
(low  or  remifs  in  theirduty.  When  the  tempeft  had  in  fome 
meafure  fublided,  he  fent  for  the  young  gentleman  into  his 
cabin,  and  addreifed  hjm  in  the  following  manner :  "  Sir, 
I  have  obferved,  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  your  diligence 
and  exertions ;  I  (hall,  in  conference  of  them,  u(e  my 
Utmoft  endeavours  to  procure  your  promotion,  bur  if  I 
ever  know  that  you  again  Itrike  a  feaman,  from  that 
moment  I  renounce  you — you  will  lofe  all  pretenfions  to 
my. favour  and  friendfhip.' 

HOLCOMBE,  Effex*,— was,  on  the  1 2th  of  October 
1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Winchelfea  frigate,  one 
of  the  veitels  employed,  immediately  afterwards,  in  cruif- 
ing  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel,  off  Cape  Finifterre. 
Thefe  fervices  and  Rations  were  unhappily  fo  unimport- 
ant, fo  little  calculated  to  raife  his  fame  and  renown,  that 
we  do  notjind  any  other  mention  made  of  him,  except  that 
he  was,  after  1 7  43  -4.fi  at  i  on  ed  in  the  Med  i  terra  nean-as  capt. 
of  the  Winchelfea.  He  conti  nued  there  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  war;  and,  in  April  1748,  commanded  theNaflau,  of  76 
guns.  He  was  then  employed  in  convoying  to  Corftca  a 
fmall  number  of  tranfports,  having  on  board  two  battal- 
ions of  Sardinian  and  one  of  Auftrian  troops  ;  but  peace 
being  concluded  foon  afterwards,  the  interference  of  a 
foreign  power  became  improper,  fo  that  we  have  nothing 
farther  to  relate,  except  the  foregoing  occurrence,  the  Corr 
ficane  and  Genoefe  being,  as  it  is  elfewhere  remarked,  left 
to  themfelves.  The  Nafiau  was,  in  all  probability,  put 
Out  of  commiflion,  foon  after  its  return  to  England,  in 

*  He  is  (aid,  in  gne  account  we  bave  Teen,  to  have  cqmmanded  the 
Blafl  bomb-ketch  in  1741  ;  but  we  know  not  whether  this  tircum- 
'  ftaace  js  to  be  depended  upon. 
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eonfequence  of  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities ;  and  captain 
Holcombe  is  not  known  to  have  had  any  fnbfequent  ap- 
pointment. He  retired  indeed  from  the  fervice  altoge- 
ther about  the  year  1755,  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a, 
rear-admiral  on  the  fuperannuated  lift-  He  enjoyed  this 
honourable  proof  of  the  eftimation  in  which  he  had  been 
held,  as  s  good  officer  and  worthy  man,  tilt  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  29th  of  January  1770. 

HUGHES,  Sir  Richard,— in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1740,  commanded  the  Anne  Galley  firefhtp,  one  of  the 
fmall  veffels  attached  to  the  fleet  on  the  Mediterranean 
ffotion,  commanded  by  admiral  Haddock.  He  was,  on 
the  24th  of  October  1 740,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Durfley  Galley  frigate,  and  continued  on  the  fame  ftation 
many  years,  as  will  be  prefently  feen.  While  he  was 
captain  of  the  Durfley  Galley  we  find  no  other  mention 
made  of  him  than  what  is  common  to  all  officers  employed 
in  a  ftmilar  unenviable  manner  during  a  war ;  he  was  totally 
occupied  in  attending  on  the  fleet,  and  in  fhort  cruifes, 
which  afforded  him  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  either 
emolument  or  fame,  as  the  prefence  of  the  BritiDi  naval 
force  confined  to  the  harbours  of  the  enemy  all  their 
fmaller  veffels,  whether  intended  for  the  purpofes  of  war 
or  commerce. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1742,  we  find  him  to 
have  been  promoted  to  the  Feverfham,  of  forty  guns,  one 
of  the  (hips  fent,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  following,  under 
commodore  Martin,  to  remonftrate  with  the  king  of  Na- 
ples; the  particulars  of  which  expedition  have  been  already 


given  at  length  in  the  account  of  the  commodore  *. 
find  no  fnbfequent  mention  made  of  htm  till  1745,  and  he 
is  then  only  noticed  as  having  been  captain  of  the  Chat- 
ham, and  one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court- 
martial  convened  at  Mahon,  in  the  month  of  January,  to 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  captain  Richard  Norris.  In 
1746  he  was  commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  flationed 
oft*  the  coaft  of  Italy  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
employed  totally  in  cruifingfor  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, or  that  of  tranfports,  with  ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Imperial  army.     We  find   no  farther  account  of  him, 

•  Vol.  iv.  p.  7a. 
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in  the  line  »f  acti  ve  fervice,  except  that  he  was  fometime 
afterwards  appointed  captain  of  the  Effex ;  and,  in  the 
month  of  February  1753,  was  commiflioned  to  the 
Fougueux,  of  fixty-four  guns,  a  guard  (hip  at  Portfmouth. 

In  1754-  he  retired  totally  from  this  line  of  fer- 
vice, being  appointed  commi Alone r-refident  at  Portf-' 
mouth,  as  fu'cceffbr  to  his  father.  This  Ration  he  con- 
tinued to  fill  with  high  reputation,  and  the  approba- 
tion of  all  men,  till  the  year  1773  ;  when,  in  the  month 
of  June,  he  was  created  a  baronet  by  his  inajefty, 
who  made  an  excurfion  to  Portfmouth  at  that  time. 
He  Toon  afterwards  retired  from  all  public  functions  on  a 
penfinn  of  500 1.  fer  annum.  He  died,  as  we  believe, 
foine  time  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1782. 

JOLLY,  Thomas, — was,  on  the  uth  of  May  1740, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Lively  frigate:  he  was  rery 
fooh  afterwards,  that  is  to  fay  in  the  following  month, 
promoted  *  to  the  Rippon,.  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  (hips 
equipped,  in  the  enfuing  autumn,  for  the  intended  expe- 
dition againft  Canhagcna.  He  was  one  of  thofe  unhappy 
commanders  who  fell  victims  to  the  unwholefomenefs  of 
that  climate,  dying  there  in  the  month  of  May  1741. 

LIMEBURNER,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  1  ith  of  July 
1740,  promoted,  from  being  commander  of  a  (loop  of  wax, 
to  he  captain  of  the  Seahorfe  frigate,  at  the  fpecial  inftance 
of  Mr.  Pultcey,  afterwards  earl  of  Bath,  who,  on  his 
.  failing  almoft  immediately  afterwards  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
recommended  him  to  Mr.  Vernon  in  the  following  warm 
terms.  "  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  captain 
Limeburner,  one  whom  fir  Charles  Wager  preferred  at  my 
recommendation;  you  will  find  him,  I  dare. fay,  a  very 
fenlible  honeft  man;  and  if  he  be  fuch,  1  am  confident 
f?e  will  meet  with  your  farther  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection." After  his  return  to  Europe  he  was  promoted 
to  the  Hampfhire,  of  fifty  guns ;  but  in  fome  accounts  he 
is  erronebufly  ftated  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  Ply- 
mouth. The  Hampfhire  was  principally,  if  not  entirely 
employed  as  a  cruifer,  a  fervice  in  which  captain  Lime- 

*  He  is  faid,  but  we  believe  rrroneoufly,  to  hive  progreflivcly 
commanded,  for  a  fhort  time,  during  the  courfe  of  the  rummer.,  the 
Affiftance,  of  fifty,  and  the  Montague  of  Gxiy  guns, 
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burner  appears  to  have  been  very  alert.  On  the  9th  of 
April  he  csptured  a  flout  Spanifh  privateer,  called  Le 
Galgo,  mounting  twenty-four  carriage  guns,  and  ten  large 
patararoes,  with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men; 
and  on  the  22d  of  January  enfuing,  two  others,  one  of 
nearly  the  fame  force  with  the  Galgo,  the  other  of  fixteen 
carriage  and  fwivel  guns,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  men.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman 
except  that  he  was  afterwards  appointed  captain  of  the 
Fubbs  yacht ;  in  which  flat  ion  he  died  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember 1750. 

LISLE,  William, — was  the  descendant  of  a  very  an- 
cient and  refpeclable  family  long  fettled  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  where  they  had  very  large  polTeuions.  The 
name  is  fttppoled  to  have  been  derived  from  that  very  cir- 
cumftance,  L'Ifle-vel  De  L'lflc,  the  greater  part  of  the  lite 
of  Wight  having,  as  it  is  faid,  formerly  belonged  to  them. 
This  gentleman  was,  on  the  28th  of  May  1740,  appointed 
captain  of  the  Scarborough,  a  bomb-keu£;  in  which 
veftel  he  continued  till  the  year  1743,  if  not  till  a  later 
period*,  he  having  been,  at  the  time  tuft  mentioned,  one 
of  the  commanders  employed,  under  Mr.  Knowles,  at  the 
different  attacks  of  La  Guira  and  Porto  Cavallo.  The 
appointments  of  this  truly  worthy  and  brave  man  were, 
for  fome  time,  fo  little  confequential,  that  no  mention 
whatever  is  made  of  him  till  the  month  of  September 
1746,  when  we  find  htm  to  have  commanded  the  Severn, 
of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  mips  which  had  been,  previous 
to  that  time,  on  the  Weft  India  ftation,  where  we  believe 
captain  Lille  to  have  commanded  her.  He  was  on  his 
return  to  England,  in  company  with  the  Woolwich,  a 
fhip  of  the  fame  force,  and  a  fleet  of  merchant  (hips  under 
the  irconvoy,when  they  unhappily  fell  in  withafinafi  French 
fquadron  of  four  (hips,  commanded  by  the  well-known 
marquis  deConfians.  Capt.  Lifle  defended  himierf  with  the 
greateft  gallantry  for  two  hours,  when  the  very  fuperior 


*  Prevraut  to  tbi*  time  be  ws  employed  u  a  cruifcr,  and  in  tha 
yew  174a  drove  on  Owe  *  privateer  floop,  aad  Tank  one  of  much 

more  conliderable  confequence,  mounting  twenty-four  gunt,  and 
manned  with  a  very  formidable,  crew,  after  a  very  ftnirt  i&ion,  off 
the  iiknd  of  Porro  Rieo, 

force 
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force  of  the  enemy  compelled  him  to  furrender.  In  iha 
month  of  October  1747)  being  not  long  after  he  was 
exchanged,  he  was  advanced  to  the  command  of  tho 
Vigilant,  of  fix  ty- four  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  ordered 
for  the  Eaft  Indies  under,  the  command  of  rear-admiral 
Bofcawen.  The  leading  events  of  that  expedition,  even 
thofe  in  which  captain  Lifle  was  immediately  concerned, 
have  been  already  related  in  the  life  of  the  commander-in- 
chief*,  fo  that  it  is  needlefs  to  attempt  any.  repetition  of 
them,  or,  to  fay  more  than  that  he  was  appointed,  during 
the  courfe  of  it,  an  eftablilhed  commodore  with  a  broad 
pendant. 

It  was'  at  one  time  determined  he  fhould  continue  in 
Jndia  as  commander-in-chief  after  the  return  of  Mr- 
Bofcawen  to  England,  as  appears  from  the  following  ex- 
tract  of  a  letter  from  Gombroon,  dated  Feb.  It,  1750. 
*'  Captain  Lille  is  ordered  to  hoift  a  broad  pendant  in 
India,  where  he  is  to  (lay  three  years,  and  to  difpofe  the 
'(hips  under  his  command  to  fuch  parts  of  India  as  may  be 
thought  beft  for  the  company's  intereft."  He  did  not, 
however,  continue  on  his  nation  during  fo  long  a  period  j 
but  died  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  when  oh  his  return 
to  England,  on  the  26th  of  January  1 752.  He  had  been 
long  and  moft  grievoufly  afflicted  with  the  gout,  which 
we  believe  to  have  been  an  hereditary  diforder,  and  was 
attacked  on  his  palTage  by  a  moft  violent  fit,  which  feized* 
him  both  in  his  head,  and  feet.  When  he  arrived  at  the 
Cape  it  was  recommended  to  him  to  ufe  a  hot  bath.  He 
declared  himfelf  perfectly  ready  to  comply  with  the  ad- 
vice, becaufe,  if  he  rejected  it,  he  might  probably  incur 
the  charge  of  obltinacy ;  but  he  at  the  fame  time  exprelfed 
a  firm  perfuafion,  that  he  fhould  not  furvive  the  acqui- 
efcence  many  minutes.  The  event  fully  and  mod  unfor- 
Innately  proved  the  truth  of  the  prediction.  Soon  as  he 
was  immerfed  in  the  hot  water  his  pains  were  inftanta- 
neoufly  affuaged,  but,  in  a  few  moments  after  being 
taken  out,  he  fell  back  and  expired. 

There  is  a  traditional  report  that  this  gentleman,  Im- 
mediately after  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  wrth 
Spain,  being  then  captain  of  a  bomb-veflel,  unluckily  felt 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  316  ct  feti. 
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in  with  a  Spanifh  fhip  of  war,  mounting  forty,  guns  or 
upwards.  The  enemy  bore  down  to  him  as  to  a  certain 
prize:  Mr.  Lille  was,  however,  too  gallant  and  fp  irked 
an  officer  to  fmrender  without  making  fome  effort  to 
efcape.  By  the  dexterous  management  of  his  fmall  veffel, 
and  occafionally  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  the 
few  guns  he  had,  this  purpofu  was  happily  effected ; 
what  alfo  afforded  an  additional  fatisfaclion,  both  to  him- 
felf  and  his  countrymen,  was,  that  during  the  whole  of 
this  very  difficult  attempt,  few,  or  none  otitis  crew  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  Such  is  the  outline  with  which 
we  have  been  furnifhed  of  this  highly  honourable  tranfaci 
tion ;  and  we  can  only  lament  not  being  able  to  relate  it 
more  particularly  ana  minutely. 

MARTIN,  Roger, — was,  on  the  24th  of  September 
1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Litchfield,  of  fifty  guns. 
In  this  fjiip  he  did  not  continue  longer  than  the  month  of 
November,  being  then  fucceeded  by  captain  Cleland, 
He  was  next  appointed  to  the  Affiitance,  and  ordered  out 
on  a  cruife;  during  which,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1741, 
we  find  him  to  have  captured,  and  brought  into  Spit  head, 
two  valuable  Spanilh  prizes,  one  calico  the  Conception, 
the.  other  the  St.  Dominic. 

Extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  we  have  no  other  par- 
ticulars concerning  him,  except  that,  in  the  month  of 
December  1747,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court- 
martial,  convened  at  Portfmouth,  for  the.  trial  of  captain 
Fox,  of  the  Kent ;  fo  that  it  is  very  evident  he  was  at 
that  time  in  actual  feryice.  In  the  month  of  February; 
1753,  he  was  com m iino ised  to  the  Monarch,  a  guardfhip 
of  feventy-four  guns,  at  Portfmouth.  In  March  1755, 
be  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Royal  George,  a  command 
he  retained  till  the  month  of  May  1756,  when  he  retired 
on  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  about 
the.  year  177ft.  -  ■ '     " 

MAYNAJtD.,  Jlobert,— was,  on  the  22d  of  September 
1740,  promoted,  By  admiral  Vernon,  to  be  captain  of  the 
Sheernefs  frigate;  but  we  find  no  other  mention  made  of. 
him.  In  the  month  pf.  March  1 742,  he.  was  advanced  tq 
the  command  of  the  Antelope,  of  fifty  guns,  and  not  im- 
probably ordered  foon  afterwards  for  the  Mediterranean/ 
wher*  we  find  hinv.in  the  month  of  January  1745^  one 
'of 
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of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  convened  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris ;  and  it  appears  he  at  that 
time  continued  to  command  the  Antelope.  No  other 
, particulars  concerning  this  gentleman  have  come  to  out" 
itnowlege,  except  that  he  died  in  England  fometime  in 
the  cnurfe  of  rhe  year  1750. 

■  MITCHELL,  Matthew,— was,  on  the  36th  of  June 
I740,  appointed  to  command  the  Pearl,  of  forty  guns,  one 
of  the  (hips  compoling  the  fmall  fouadron  then  under 
orders  for  the  South  Seas.  When  the  (hips  arrived  at 
Madeira,  captain  Norris,  at  that  time  commander  of  the 
Gloucester,  applied  for  leave  to  return  to  England  in  con- 
fequencc  of  ifi  health,  which  he  alledged  prevented  him 
from  proceeding  on  fo  long  a  voyage.  This  requeft  was 
immediately  complied  with  by  commodore  Anton,  who 
appointed  captain  Mitchell  to  command  the  Gtoocefter  in 
his  room.  The  fubfequent  events  of  this  alternately  dif- 
aftrous  and  fortunate  expedition  having  been  already  given 
at  fome  length  in  our  account  of  Mr.  Anfon,  fo  that  it  is 
ncecllefs  to  add  much  more,  than  that  captain  Mitchell  and 
his  unfortunate  (hip,  having  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt, 
having  afterwards  encountered  a  feries  of  difficulties  and 
hard  (hips  almott  incredible  in  the  paflage  round  Cape 
Horn,  at  laft  got  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez  on 
the  21ft  of  June.  The  ciew  was  by  this  time  fo  much 
reduced  by  the  fcurvy,  that  had  not  the  commodore,  who  trad 
reached  that  hofpitable  fpot  fome  days  before,  difpatched 
his  long  boat  with  water  and  vegetables,  the  miferabte 
remnant  that  ftill  remained  alive  mnlt  have  perifhed 
©f  abfolnte  thirft.  They  had  been  for  fome  time  at  an 
allowance  of  a  pint  a  day  to  each  man  ;  and  even  that; 
fcanty  fupply  would  have  been  exhaulred  in  the  next 
twenty-four  hours. 

Though  they  had  fo  nearly  reached  the  point,  where  nor 
only  the  ravages  of  difeafe  were  likely  to  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  where  they  alio  might  be  certain  of  procuring  relief  to  ■ 
their  other  wants  and  neceffittes,  the  meafure  of  their 
diftrcfs  was  not  yet  full,  that  wretched  crew  were  tanta- 
lized for  upwards  a  month  with  an  occafional  fight  of  the 
ifland  without  being  able  to  reach  it,  fome  days  driven  to 
fiich  a  diftanec  as  aim  oft  to  reduce  them  to  the  extremity 
of  defesir,  that  they  mould  never  be  able  to  re-meafure 
.  back 
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bark  theircburfe,  attacked  astheywereat  different  times,  in 
their  di fabled  crippled  veflel,  by  fuch  violent  gulls  of  wind, 
that  they  were  under  momentary  apprehenfions  of  foun- 
dering. At  length,  on  the  23d  of  July,  they  fucceeded  in 
gelling  round  the  north-well  point  of  the  bav ;  and  having 
received  a  reinforcement  of  recovered  men  troin  the  com* 
modore,  were  fortunate  enough  t,o  bring  their  crazy  veffel 
to  an  anchor,  in. little  more  than  an  hour  from  the  time 
their  more  fortunate  comrades  on  Ihore  con  fide  red  their 
arrival  as  certain.  This  ill-fated  crew  was  reduced  to 
eighty-two  perfons ;  but  happily,  though  the  diftrefs  they 
had  experienced  previous  to  their  arrival  had  been  infi- 
nitely greater  than  that  which  their  comrades,  on  board 
the  commodore's  dip,  had  encountered,  their  morta- 
lity ceafed  almoft  immediately  on  their  landing,  a  cir- 
ciimftance  fuppofed  to  be  attributable  to  the  violence  of  the 
.difeafe  being  mitigated  by  the  vegetables  and  frelli  water 
fent  to  .them,  by  Mr,  Anfon,  when  the  fliip  was  firft  dif- 
covered.  The  Anna  Pink  victualler  being  condemned  as 
unfit  for  fervice,  her  crew,  confiding  of  eleven  perform, 
including  the  mailer,  were  turned  over  to  the  Glouceller 
■as  a  reinforcement,  as  were  alfo  twenty-three  failers  and 
fix  paliengers,  from  on  board  the  Carmelo,  a  Spanilh 
prize  captured  by  the  Centurion. 

The  commodore  failed,  as  has  been  already  related  in 
our  account  of  him,  on  the  19th  of  September,  leaving 
inftru&ions  for  captain  Mitchel  to  follow  him,  when  his 
lliip  Ihould  be  as  well  re-equipped  as  circum (lances  would 
admit  of,  and  cruife  off  the  itland  of  Paita  till  the  Centu- 
rion ihould  join  him.  The  Gloucefler,  during  this  in- 
terval, captured  only  two  fmall  velfets,  one  of  them  a 
fnow,  the  other  a  Spanilh  launch,  or  large  boat;  their 
cargoes  were,  confequcntly,  inconfiderable ;  but,  as  is 
frequently  the  cafe  in  thole  feas  with  prizes,  that  might 
ron  their  firft  feiznre  be  deemed  too  infignificant  to  anfwar 
the  trouble  of  taking  pofleflion,  they  were  found,  on  exa- 
mination, to  have  fpecie  on  board  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
9o,oqo1*.  Mr.  Anfon,  w£g;1jRj  the  interim  had  burnt 
the  town  of  Paita,  joined  captain  Mitchel  on  the  18th  of 
November :  and  nothing  material  took  place,  in  addition, 

*  The  fnow  7,000 1  j  ihe  Uuacb  10,000!.  t  *, 
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to  what  has  bfen  already  related,  till  the  beginning  of  fh*- 
month  of  Auguft  following ('1742).  At  this  time  th* 
Gloucefter,  unfortunate  almoft  from  the  hour  of  quitting 
St.  Hellen's,  after  having  conftderably  retarded  the  Cen- 
turion, on  their  paflage  from  South  America  to  the  La- 
drone  iflands,  had  the  additional  misfortune  to  lofe  both 
her  fore  and  main-top- malts  in  a  gale  of  wind :  (he  was, 
moreover,  fo  leaky  as  to  have  feven  feet  water  in  her  hold. 
The  wind  at  this  time  rofe  almoft  to  an  hurricane ;  ami 
the  Centurion  herfelf  fprung  a  leak.  Though  under  fuch 
circnmftancesiheadminiftrationofanyreliefwasnexttoani 
impoffibility,  yet  Mr.  Anfon  fent  his  boat  on  board,  by 
which  captain  Mitchell  returned  an  inftrument,  figned  by 
himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  officers,  ftating,  "  that  th* 
leaks  were  Irreparable  at  lea;  that  he  needed  fpare  top- 
malts  to  get  up  in  the  place  of  thofe  which  had  been  car- 
ried away;  that  many  of  the  knees  and  clamps  wereloofe, 
and  the  quarter-deck  ready  to  drop  down ;  that  the  crew, 
notwithstanding  feveral  trivial  reinforcements,  was  reduced. 
to  ninety-feven  men,  officers  and  prifoners  included,  with 
eighteen  boys,  out  of  which  number,  which  had  they  beenall 
in  health,  was  in  itfelf  extremely  in  con  fide  rable  for  the  bar* 
purpofe  of  navigating  fo  large  afltip,  there  were  only  fixteeh 
men  and  eleven  boys  able  to  keep  the  deck,  many  of  which 
"Were  very  infirm  ;  that  provifions  and  frefh  water  ctwld 
not  be  got  at  without  extreme  difficulty,  the  (hip  having 
then  in  her  hold  feven  feet  water,  which  was  hourly  en- 
creating."  This  deplorable  ftatemem  being  immediately 
authenticated  by  a  regular  furvcy,  captain  Miichel  wae 
directed  to  remove  his  people,  together  with  foch  valu- 
ables and  ftores  as  he  could  get  at,  on  board  the  Centu- 
rion, and  then  deftroy  his  fhip. 

Two  days  were  unavoidably  con  fumed  in  this  Operation, 
"Which,  under  more  favourable  circumftances,  might. 
-•lmoft  have  been  accomplifhed  in  as  many  hours.  It 
■Was  not  without  much  difficulty  that  the  fpeeie  wits 
faved;  but  nearly  the  whole  of  the  prize-goods  which  wera 
."en  board  her,  and  were  of  very  considerable,  value,  were 
-'abandoned  to  the  fame  unfortunate  fate  as  the  veflel  which 
■  contained  them.  Even  of  the  provifions,  five  calks  of 
ftftut-tfOuld-only  be  prefer ved,  and  three  of  them  were 
damaged  by  -Hie  fait  water.  Of  the  ficlr,  amounting  in 
;-  .  number 
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number  to  upwards  of  feventy  perfons,  three  or  four  ex- 
pired in  the  act  of  being  conveyed  on  board  the  Centu- 
rion, notwithilanding  all  poffible  tendernefs  was  u  fed  in 
their  removal.  The  (hip  was  fet  on  fire,  and,  after  burn- 
ing all  night,  blew  up  with  a  very  i  neon  fide  rable  report, 
the  Centurion  being  at  that  time  about  four  leagues 
difttmt. 

Captain  Mitfcher  continued  on  board  the  Centurion  til 
after  the  arrival  of  (hat  ihip  at  China:  he  from  thence 
took  his  paffage  in  a  Swedifh  (hip,  bound  from 
Macao  for  Europe.  On  his  arrival,  about  the  month  of 
June  1743,  he  was* received  with  much  attention  by  ad- 
ministration, and  was  not  long  afterwards  appointed 
captain  of  the  Worcefter.  In  1746  he  was  commodore 
of  a  fmall  fquadron,  ftattotied  off  the  coaft  of  Flanders  For 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  any  fupplies  palling  from. 
Dunkirk,  and  other  ports  in  that  neighbourhood,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  rebel  army  in  Scotland*.  He  was  firigii- 
larly  active  t  and  fuccefsful  in  this  employment,  and  re- 
mained on  the  fame  flat  ion  nearly  till  the  conclufion  of 
the  war.  A  fhori  time  after  the  general  election,  in  [74J1 
he  was  elected  reprefentative  in  parliament  for  tHe 
borOugti  of  Weflbury,  but  did  not  long  continue  to  fill 
the  ftarion  of  a  fenator,  dying,  in  the  prime  of  life,  dn 
the  29th  of  April  1752.  1 

He  married,  on  the  4th  of  March  1749,   France'*;, 

daughter  of  Alhfordby,  efq.  of    Norfrilk-ft'reef, 

London,  with  whom,  it  is  faid,  he  received  a  fortune  of 
ao,oool. 

MURRAY,  Honourable  George,-"was  the  fecond1  fan 
of  George,  fourth  lord  Eli  bank,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Mr,  George  Stirling,  of  Edinburgh.  The  firit  mention 
we  find  made  of  him  in  the  naval  fervice,  to  which  he 
betook  himfelf  early  in  life,  is  in  the  month  of  July  174c), 

*  The  Haxird  Hoop,  afterwards  captured  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland, 
it  particularly  mentioned  at  having  been  obliged,  by  (be  commodore'* 
vigileoct,  amfa  bjicntiftrc,  tepot  back  fix  different  timet;  bm  at  lift, 
arid  then  Mo  unfortunately  for  heffelf,  fuceeeded  in  ronlequence  *f  k 
vera  thick  fog,  which  completely  fhruuded  her  from  his  fight. 

t  At  the  latter  end  of  May  1746,  he  drove  on  ihure  a  French 
frigate,  moMiing  twenty-four  gana ;  and,  in  >  very  few  days  ittet- 
wards,  1  large  armed  cuutr  belonging  to  the  fane  nation. 

Da  at 
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■t  which  time  he  commanded  the  Trial  Hoop  of  war,  a, 
.  {mall  veflel  attached  to  (he  fquadron  Tent  to  the  South  Seas, 
under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Anion.  On  the  arrival  of  this 
force  at  Madeira,  and  the  return  of  Mr.  Norris,  captain 
of  the  Gloucetter,  to  England,  Mr.  Murray  was  advanced" 
to  be  captain  of  the  Wager,  on  the  3d  of  November  1 740, 
as  fucceffor  to  captain  Kidd,  who  was  promoted  to  the 
Pearl;  On  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  on  the  31ft  of 
January  1740-1,  he  again  followed  him  as  fucceAor  into 
the  Pearl.  The  fubfeqnent  diftrefles  of  this  unfortunate 
■  fquadron  are  well  known:  the  Pearl  and  Severn,  after 
having  for  a  con  fide  rable  time  combated  againlt  difficul- 
ties, daily  encreafing  and  growing  more  formidable,  were 
at  length  compelled  to  put  back,  having  loft  fight  of  the 
fquadron  on  the  10th  of  March,  about  a  month  after 
they  had  paifed  the  Streights  Lc  Maire. 

After  combating,  for  the  fpacc  of  nearly  forty  days, 
with  a  ftorm  almoft.  continual,  they  were  fortunate 
enough  to  get  into  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  6th  of  June,  their 
{hips  much  difabled,  and  the  crews  confide  tab  ly  dimi- 
nidied  by  ficknefs  and  death,  induced  by  the  fcurvy  and 
exceffive  fatigue :  they  were  afterwards,  however,  for- 
tunate enough  to  reach  England  *  without  experiencing 
any  finifter  accident.  The  firft  particular  mention  we 
find  made  of  this  gentleman,  after  his  fortunate  return,  is 
his  appointment,  in  the  month  of  October  1743,  to  bs 
captain  of  the  Hamplhire,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty  guns.  H« 
Was  foon  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where 
we  find  him,  in  the  month  of  January  1745,  one  of  the 
court-  martial  aflembled  on  board  the  Toi bay,  at  Malion, 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  conduct  of  captain 
Richard  Norris,  We  do  not  difcover  any  other  notice 
taken  of  him  till  the  month  of  May  1755,  when  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Trident,  as  he  was  foon  after- 
wards of  the  Revenge.  He  did  not  long  retain  this 
command,  and  retired  from  the  fervice  early  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  In  the  month  of  May  he  was  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  rear-admiral  on  the  fuperannuated  lift.  By 
the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  fometime  in  the  year  1781, 

•  They  failed  from  Rio  Janeiro  for  Barbadoci,  where  they  arrived 
F(btuai)>  the  5th,  174s. 
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he  fueceeded  to  the  title  of  lord  Elibank.  He  himfelf 
died,  at  Ballinerig  in  Scotland,  on  the  nth  of  November 
1785. 

NORRIS,  Harry,  —  was  the  youngclt  fon  of  admiral 
fir  John  Norris.  He  was  promoted,  on  the  26th  of 
September  1740)  to  be  captain  of  the  Ruffel:  other  ac-' 
counts  however  aflert,  that  his  (irft  appointment  was  to  * 
frigate,  of  twenty  guns.  We  find  no  other  mention 
made  of  him  till  the  month  of  March  1743)  whenhewaa 
made  captain  of  the  Jerlcy  ,a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns.  No 
particular  or  intereiting  circumftance  is  recorded  of  him 
during  the  time  he  held  this  command,  in  which  he  in- 
deed, at  fart  heft,  continued  only  till  the  end  of  the  year 
1744.  He  was  then  advanced  to  the  Prince  Frederic,  a 
third  rate  of  feventy  guns,  employed,  during  the  enfu- 
ing  year,  on  the  home  Ration,  where,  notwith- 
standing the  rebellion  had,  at  the  mitigation  of  the 
French  court,  taken  place  in  Scotland,  very  few  occur* 
rences  of  note  took  place  in  the  department  of  naval 
war,  fo  that  we  find  no  notice  taken  of  him,  except 
his  having  been  a  member  of  the  court-martial  held  for 
the  trial  of  commodore  Griffin  and  the  captains  under  his 
command,  on  the  31ft  of  January.  In  the  month  of 
February  1746,  he  was  ordered,  with  fome  other  fhips, 
to  cruife  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel,  where  he  had  * 
the  good  fortune  to  capture,  after  a  long  chacc,  •  largo 
French  privateer  belonging  to  St.  Maloe's,  mounting 
twenty-two  guns.  He  retained  the  fame  command  till 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  and  being  at  that  time  in  the 
Prince  Frederic,  was  one  of  the  commanders,  under  the 
orders  of  the  admirals  Anfon  and  Warren,  at  the  defeat  of 
the  French  fleet  off  Cape  Finifterre, 

Nothing,  farther  is  laid  of  this  gentleman  till  the 
month  of  March.  1755,  when  he  commanded  the  Yar- 
mouth, of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the  fhips  fitted  at  Chat- 
ham in  confequence  of  the  expected  rupture  with  Franco. 
This  fhip  was  one  of  thofe  which  were  fent,  under  the 
command  of  Mr-  Holburne,  to  North  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reinforcing  Mr,  Bofcawep,  in  the  month  of 
May.  Captain  Norris  accompanied  him,  continuing  in 
the  Yarmouth  till  he  was  promoted  to  a  flag.  This 
advancement  took  place  in  June  1756,10  be  rear-admiral 
of  the  white,  as  moreover,  on  the  31ft  of  January  1758,  to  be 
P3  'ftat 
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rear  of  the  rcdj  and,  on  the  14th  of  February  1759,  t« 
be  vice-admiral  of  the  white :  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  higheft.  rank  he  ever  attained.  Though  very  highly - 
and  defervedly  e Accrued  by  men  of  all  ranks,  he  was  not, 
we  believe,  ever  employed,  »s  a  flag  officer,  in  aflive  Cer- 
vice,  except  during  a  part  of  the  year  1756,  when  he  wax 
one  of  the  admirals  commanding  the  fleet  Rationed  off1 
Bred*.  He  did  not  long  furvive  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  in  1763,  dying,  much  regretted,  on  the  13th  of 
June  1764. 

OSBORNE,  Peter, —was  the  brother  of  admiral 
Henry  Ofborne,  of  wham  we  have  already  given  fome 
account.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1730  this  gentleman 
«as  lieutenant  of  the  Affiftance  ;  from  thence  he  was,  on. 
the  28th  of  July  1740,;  promoted  to  be  captain  of -the 
fame  fhip.  He  was,  in  the  enfuing  month  removed  into' 
,  the  Diamond  frigate  as  fucceflbr  to  captain  Knowles,  and 
out. of  that  (hip  was,  in  the  month  of  September,  made 
captain  of  the  Sal i (bury.  He  was  very  loon  afterwards 
offered  to  Cork,  and  from  thence  to  the  Mediterranean, 
where  he  continued  feveral  years  ferving  progreftively 
under  the  admirals  Haddock  and  Mathews.  We  find, 
however,  no  other  particular  mention  made  of  him,  ex- 
cept his  having  been  left,  by  commodore  Martin,  in  the' 
month  of  September  1742,  together  with  the  captains 
Weft  and  Balchen,  for  the  piuiedion  of  the  port  of 
Leghorn.'  After  his  return  to  England,  and  the.cnnchi-. 
(ion  of  the  war,  he  was,  in  the  year  1750,  appointed  one 
of  the  captains  in  the  Greenwich-hofpital,  a  ftation  he 
confaquently  retained  till  his  death,  an  event  that  happened 
an  the. 34th  of  February  1754. 

PETT,  Robert, — a  defcendant  of  fir  Phineas  Pen,  was, 
on  the  15th  .of  July,  promoted  from  the  ftation  of  lieute- 
nants,* to  becaptain  of  the  Bridgewater,  of  twenty  guns. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  current,  and  a  part  of  the 
eafiang  year,  this  fhip  was  ftationed  as  a  crutfer  in  the- 
German. Ocean  :  from  the  above  (hip  he  was  promoted  to 
Ae*  Diamond,  of  forty  guns.     We  hear  nothing  farther 


•A  Pe  t»fc  in  *ha.¥,°0!h  of  Deeewbef  following,  on*  of  ihe  n 
l^p^it^q'iQiu^i»^iu4>conY!aiid  for  fix  ulal  of  Mr.  Byns;. 
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concerning  him  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1744,  wheil 
we  find  him  captain  of  the  Princeffi,  of  (evenly  guns,  and 
ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  with  one  or  two  other 
{hips,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  fleet  under  Mr.  Mathews. 
He  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  good  conduct  it)  the 
encounter  with  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  ofFTbuton ; 
but  no  other  mention,  except  his  having  been  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial,  aflembled  at  Port  Marion, 
.for  the  trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris,  is  made  of  him  in 
the  fervice,  except  that,  in  the  month  of  February  1753^ 
he  commanded  the  Invincible  of  feventy-four  guns,  4 
guard-ihip  at  Portfmouih  :  he  retired  from  it  altogether 
m  the  year  1755.  being  appointed  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  victualling-office.  He  retained  this  ftarion 
till  the  year  1776;  and  then,  being  far  advanced  in  years, 
retired  from  all  public  employment  on  a  penfion  of 
fuperannuation.  '  Ha  furvived  but  a  wry  Ihort  time, 
dying  on  the  19th  of  Oflober  in  the  year  lad-mentioned. 
PEYTON,  Edward,— was,  on  the  4th  of  April  1740, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate*.  He  was 
not  long  afterwards  removed  into  the  Kennington,  a  filip 
of  the  fame  force  as  the  preceding.  During  the  early 
part  of  his  time  of  fervice  in  that  command  he  was  prin- 
cipally employed  in  convoying  the  trade  to  and  from 
Lifton.  He  was  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterra-- 
nean,  where  he  continued  fome  time;  and  on  his  return 
to  England  was  promoted  to  the  Mcdway,  of  fixty  guns, 
one  of  the  fmall  fquadron  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the 
month  of  May  1744,  under  commodore  Barnet.  In  a 
few  days  after  the  Ihips  failed  from  the  ifland  of  Mada- 
gafcar,  where  they  had  put  in  for  a  fupply  of  water  and 
provifions,  captain  Peyton  in  the  Medway,  together  with 
captain  Moore  in  the  Diamond  frigate,  of  twenty  guns, 
parted  company  from  the  commodore,  and  proceeded  to 
the  (heights  of  Malacca.  In  their  way  thither  they  put 
into  the  port  of  Achin,  where  they  captured  a  fiout  French, 
privateer,  fitted  out  purpofely  to  cruife  in  the  Chmefcf 

*  During  (he  time  he  held  this  CAm'mind  he  Was  prlncipilly  em-' 
phyett  Mteroiferj  in  which  tihpl  content  we  do  m%  had  him  parti* 
culirlv  mentioned,  except  91  the  daplor  of  Uo  Fottaoia,  tt  Spaitfhi 
privateer,  of  (wchs  guw  ai}d  eighty-eigki  imp,  which  he  cmiM  IBM 
Gibnlur. 

...  .      ,,    .0.^  ...  ...  _    fea*jl 
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feas ;  and  fortune  ft  ill  favouring  them  in  their  pafiage  thro' 
the  Srreights,  made  prize  of  a  French  merchant  {hip 
from  Manilla,  of  confiderable  value.  Mr.  Peyton  pro- 
ceeded foon  after  this  fuccefs  to  Batavia,  which  was  the 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  whole  force. 

On  the  death  of  commodore  Bamet,  a  melancholy 
event  which  took  place  on  the  29th  of  April  1746,  the 
chief  command  devolved  on  Mr.  Peyton,  as  the  fenior 
captain  on  that  ftation;  an  honour  which  he  had  not  long 
enjoyed,  when,  on  the  25th  of  June  following  he  fell  in  , 
with  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Bourdonnais.  This  tranfaction  having  made  confiderable 
noifc,  we  (hall  be  fomewhat  particular  in  our  account  of 
it,  and  the  more  fo  becaufe  the  Eaft  India  company  ap- 
pear to  have  propagated,  with  no  fmall  degree  of  induftry, 
a  report  highly  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  a  brave  and 
worthy  man.  The  official  account,  publifhed  by  govern- 
ment, is  plain,  fair,  and  concife.  It  Dates  limply,  that  ,  . 
the  Englim  fquadron,  confifling  of  the  Medway,  of  fixty 
guns,  captain  Peyton;  the  Prefton,.  of  fifty  guns,  lord 
J^ortliefk ;  '■  the  Harwich,  of  fifty  guns,  captain 
Carteret;  the  Winchefler,  of  fifty  guns,  lord  Thomas 
Bertie;  the  Medway's  Prize,  of  forty  guns,  captain 
Griffith ;  and  the  Lively,  of  twenty  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Stevens,  fell  in  with  the  French  commodore,  who 
had  his  diftinguilhing  pendant  on  board  the  Achilles,  of 
feventy-fourguns;  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Bourbon, 
of  fifty-fix;  the  Phcenlx,  Neptune,  and  St.  Louis,  of 
forty-four;  the  Lys,  of  forty;  the  Infulaire,  and  another 
fhip,  name  unknown,  of  twenty  guns  each.  The 
French,  fays  the  account,  put  back  to  Pondicherjy,  having 
fuffered  much  in  men  and  rigging:  the  Englijh  men  of  war 
alfawert  much  damaged,  and  the  Medway  gat  into  Crankanelt* 
U  refit,  being  very  Uaky. 

It  is  evident  from  this  itatement,  which  is  taken  from 
the  bed  authorities  we  have  been  able  to  procure,  that 
the  French  were,  at  leaft,  one-fourth  fuperior  in  point. of 
force,  the  number  of  guns  in  their  fquadron  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight;  while  that  under  Mr. 
Peyton  carried  only  two  hundred  and  feventy;  fa 
that  the  complete  defeat  of  the  latter  could  not  fairly  have 
reflected  any  difgrace  on  him.  Nevenhelefs,  if  any  credit 
is  to  be  given  to  that  account  which,  publifhed  by  thofe 

who 
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who  have  the  bell  opportunity  of  afcertsining,  and  be* 
coining  mailers  of  the  truth,  is  confequently  deemed,  the 
moll  authentic  of  any  exifting,  Mr.  Bourdoanais  wai 
actually  di (com filed  in  the  engagement  and  retired.  The 
directors  of  the  Eaft  India  company  were  much  diilatiinod 
with  this  trail  fafti  on  in  the  firft  paroxyfms  of  their  dif- 
appointment  at  not  having  fo  fuperior  a  force  completely 
annihilated,  they  were  driven  almolt  to  defperation  by  the 
fear  of  having  their  property  and  pofleilions  plundered  by 
a  mercilefs  enemy.  At  the  fame  time  not  daring,  or  not 
honefl  enough  to. blame  the  true  authors  of  the  misfor- 
tune, had  it  really  befallen  them;  transferring  from  ad- 
minillration  at  home  all  the  blame  of  not  having  fent  from 
Europe  a  fufficient  force  to  protect  their  wealth,  and 
unjuftly  linking  the  delinquency,  or  miferable  (eco- 
nomy of  their  own  fervants,  in  not  having  equipped 
all  the  force  in  their  power  and  put  it  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Peyton,  the  better  to  have  enabled  him  to  counter- 
act that  of  the  French  Eaji  India  company,  which  had  joined 
the  French  kings  commodore;  they  vented  at  once  their 
ipleen  and  their  fears  in  the  following  illiberal  and  far- 
caflic  account  of  the  tranfadlion  alluded  to.  Frequent  in- 
flances  of  the  fame  kind  of  unjull  treatment,  (hewn  by 
corporate  bodies,  to  the  braveil  and  moll  worthy  men, 
occur  in  the  Engliih  hifloiy. 

"  July  the  25th,  at  day  break,  his  majefty's  fquadron 
in  Negapatam  road,  made  fignal  for  feveral  ihips  in  the 
offing,  to  which  they  went  out,  and  found  them  to  be 
nine  French  Ihips;  the  wind  being  light  they  could  not  get 
up  with  each  other  till  half  pad  four  in  the  evening,  at 
which  time  the  engagement  began,  and  laded  till  about 
feven,  when  it  grew  dark.  The  two  fquadrons  conti- 
nued near  one  another  all  the  next  day.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon  captain  Peyton  fummoned  a  council  of  war. 
where  it  was  agreed  not  to  engage  the  enemy,  but  to  pro- 
ceed to  Trincomalc  bay,a*  the  French  did  for  Pondicherrya 
and  arrived  there  on  the  27th :  fourteen  were  killed  and 
forty-fix  wounded  in  the  Engliih  fquadron.  The  French 
fquadron  confided  of  the  Achilles,  a  feventy-gun  Ihip;  fix 
company's  Ihips,  and  two  country  ihips. 

"  Captain  Peyton  kept  the  fquadron  at  Trincomalc 
tjl]  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  when  he  came  on  the-coaft, 

and 
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and  oh  the  6th  appeared  off  Negapatam.  The  French 
fqnadion,  confifting  of  eight  (hips  [one  being  gone  Xtr 
Bengal,  and  fince  loft  in  that  river  With  two  hundred  and 
eighty  Europeans)  weighed  from  Pondicherry,  July  24, 
ftw  the  Jouthwaro,  and  flood  out  to  meet  the  Engtith 
fquadnm,  which  ftood  to  the  (buthwstd  from  them,  and 
the  French  then  returned.  The  7th  of  Auguft  both  fqua- 
dronsdid  the  lame  ;  as  likewlfe  on  the  8th  and  9th.  The 
10th  the  EngTifh  difappeared;  on  which  the  French  re- 
timed, and  on  the  13th  anchored  in  Pondicherry  road. 

"  The  17th  theeight  mips  weighed  for  Madrafe  road, 
when  they  arrived  the  1 8th,  and  fired  ©n  the  filip  Princefs 
Mary,  which  was  returned  from  the  (hip  and  from  the 
fort.  ■  Each  (hip  gave  a  broadftde  as  (he  ftood  to  the 
northward,  and  another  as  (he  returned,,  and  then  flood 
lo  the  fouthward  again.  We  are  fince- informed  the 
French  had  two  motives  for  this  expedition ;  one  was  to 
make  a  plea  with  the  country  government  that  the  Engliih 
committed  the  firft  hoftilitiei  aftiore;  the  other  to  lee  if 
captain  Peyton  would  come  to  our  affiftance  or  not, 

*'  The  25th  Captain  Peyton,  with  the  fquadron,  ftood 
into  Pullicat  road,  where  he  font  his  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Weymefs>  on  board  a  vefiet  in  the  road.  He  was  there 
told  of  all  the  circomftances  of  their  attacking  the  lhiu 
Princefs  Mary,  and  of  their  then  being  between  Madrafs 
and  Pondicherry.  On  this  captain  Peyton  difappcared 
and  has  never  been  heard  of,  or  from,  by  any  of  the 
Engliih,  though  there  has  -been  no  colt,  or  pains,  fpared 
for  that  purpufe,  as  may  eafily  be  imagined  from  the 
fince  melancholy  fituation  of  anairs  onthe  coaft.  The 
hit  letter  received  from  any  one  belonging  to  the  fqua- 
dron, was  from  captain  Peyton,  to  governor  Morfe,  dated 
Auguft  4,_whe«  hewasjnftcome  out  refitted. 

■**  This  unhappy  conduct  of  his  To  animated  the  French 
that  they  determined  on  attacking  Fort  St.  George,  We 
call  it  unhappy,  becaufe  it  has  truly  proved  fo  in  its 
confequence ;  though  what  rcafons  captain  Peyton  may 
bare  had  for  thip  proceeding  we  know  not," 
-  Mr..  Campbell  is  ungenerous  and  prejudiced  enough  to 
join  in  the  outcry,  and  remarks,  **  that  although  Mr. 
Peyton  called  a  council  of  war,,  and  that  determined  as 
councils  generally  do,  not  to  fight ;  yet>  when  a  corn- 
s' manilcr- 
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mandcr-in -chief,  inverted  with  full  power  to  ait  by  .fan.  '• 
fole  authority,  calls  a  council  of  war,  it  creates  a  Krone 
fiiipicion  that  he  wants  to  divide  the  blame  of  an  unjut 
tin able  afti on."  He  is  afterwards  particularly,  and  rather 
indecently  fare  aft  ic  on  the  man  who  prefumes  to  take  fuch 
rseafures,  in  collecting  the  general  opinion  of  thgfe  under 
his  command:  but  however  productive  fuch  cuunfoli 
may,  on  fbtne  lew  ocean  on  j,  have  been,  of  events  linking 
below  the  public  hope,  yet,  confidering  their  general 
utility,  we  cannot  but  molt  pointedly  diuent  from  the 
idea  of  any  impropriety  in  convening  them,  on  ail  occafions, 
like  that  now  before  us,  where  there  exlfts  even  a  doubt 
of  fuccefs. 

No  particular  occurrence  took  place  after  the  above 
time  til'  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Griffin,  who  fuperceded  coin. 
modore  Peyton  and  treated  him  with  that  afperity  and 
cruelty  which  frequently  attends  the  workings  of  a  nar- 
row and  imbecile  mind.  He  confined  Mr.  Peyton  in  the 
-molt  degrading  and  infulting  manner,  fending  him 
home  immediately  afterwards  loaded  with  every  reltraint, 
and  ignominious  treatment,  that  could  have  been 
lieft owed  on  a  real  delinquent  of  the  blacked  kind.  Mr. 
Peyton  on  his  arrival  in  England,  difpelled,  by  his  pre* 
fence,  the  invidious  clouds  of  envy,  malice,  and  prejudice, 
which  had  been  railed  againft  him  during  his  abfencc: 
the  loudeft  of  his  enemies  became  filent;  and  theEaft 
India  company,  hardened  as  they  were,  even  at  that  day, 
in  the  oppreffion  of  all  who,  they  thought,  had  not  cou- 
rage, or  power,  fumcient  to  refiftthem,  dared  not  to  erect. 
their  former  paffionate  and  violent  obloquy  into  any  thing 
like  a  charge  of  mi  ("conduct :  in  ihort,  he  was  accufed  by 
a  (hadowonly,  no  one  venturing  to  (land  forth  and  prefer1 
any  thing  like  a  fpecinc  charge.  Mr-  Peyton,  not  im- 
probably opprefled  with  grief  and  indignation  at  the  treat- 
ment he  had  experienced,  did  not  long  furvivc  his  return, 
dying  on  the  4th  of  April  1749. 

Thofewho  do  not  encourage  the  final  left  fbadow  of 
ftiperftitiori ;  thofe  who  are  the  greateft  difbelievers  of 
providential  retribution,  can  lea reel y  reflect  on  the  fore- 
going t  ran  fact  ion,  and  the  fequel  of  Mr.  Griffin's  life, 
without  admitting  that  fomething  more  inter  citing  than 
the  common  coyrie  of  events,  marks  the  conduct:  and- 
fate  of  the  latter.  In  altthe  authoritative  pride  and  info- 
lend 
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Jence  of  fupcrior  command,  he  was  bafc  enough  fo> 
tyrannize  over  an  innocent  man)  with  whofe  guilt,  fun- 
poling  that  really  to  have  been  the  cafe,  humanity  ought 
to- have  fympathifed  as  an  undone  and  nnfortonate  felrow 
creature.  It  is  certamry  the  part  of  a  noble  mind  to  fhed 
a-  tear  of  pity  at  the  time  it  brandifhes  the  fword  of  juftice  ; 
but  the  power  even  of  legal  ponifhmerrt  becomes  tyranny 
in  its  mod  depraved  and  horrid  form,  when  that  punish- 
ment is  aggravated  by  wanton  infitrt.  it  is  not  effaced 
from  our  recollection  that  Mr.  Griffin,  after  an  inglorious 
command  on  the  fame  ftation,  fell  under  a  charge  of  a 
inrulai  nature  to  that  which  had  been  haftily  and  injuri- 
eufly  advanced  againft  Mr.  Peyton.  There  is  this  dif- 
ference, however,  in  their  fates;  the  charge  againft  the 
latter  was  never  fubftastiated,  and  the  bafe  imputa- 
tion of  impropriety  might  not  a  little  contribute  tofiiorten 
fhat  life  which  it  had  rendered  miferable;  while  Mr. 
Griffin,  againft  whom  the  fame  was  fairly  purfued,  both 
to  conviction  and  punifhment,  bore  up  againft  the  cen- 
firee  of  his  countrymen  and  braved  their  indignation  witb 
thefteadteft  andmoft  ftern  effrontery :  he  fought  not  even- 
in  retirement  to  render  his  difgrace  lefs  remembered,  by 
removing  himfelf  from  the  public  fight ;  but  chofe  rather 
te>  fubmit  to  any  conditions  that  could  be  imporedon  him, 
and  enter  into  the  mcafiii  es  of  any  cabal,  for  the  purpofe 
trf  procuring  a  dishonourable  rcftoratiort  to  that  rank  he 
bad,  in  the  opinion  of  his  judges,  forfeited,  by  his  condufly 
a  rank  which,  however  honourable  in  moil  instances, 
cannot  confer  honour  on  the  pofleiTor  when  obtained  by 
any  other  meant  than  the  Heady  and  invariable  pwrfait  of 
honour  and  public  virtue. 

PURVIS,  Charles  Wager,— was  a  commander  in  the 
navy  previous  to  the  year  1738.  In  the  month  of  May 
1739,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Charlotte  yacht;  but  ftifl 
continued,  contrary  to  the  prefent  regulations  of  the 
naval  fervice,  to  have  only  the  rank  of  a  commander  till 
the  18th  ofjuty  1740;  he  was  then  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Gibraltar,  a  fmall  frigate  of  twenty  guns.  He) 
was  employed  for  (ome  little  time  after  this  as  a  cruifer, 
in  which  fcrvke  he  does  not  appear  to  have  met  with  any 
extraordinary  fuceefs ;  and  though  he  continued  not  in  the 
fame  command  longer  than  the  entiling  fpring,  we  do 
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■not  hear  any  thing  farther  of  him  tiH  the  beginning  of.  the 
year  1744,  when  he  commanded  the  Diamond,  a  fifth 
rate,  attached  to  the  fleet  Rationed  in  the  Mediterranean 
under  the  chief  command  of  admiral  Mathews.  He  was 
.foon  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Dunkirk,  of  fixty  guns, 
which  Jic  commanded  in  the  Encounter  with  the  Frencfc 
and  Spanish  fleets  off  Toulon.  He  was  Rationed  to  lead 
,  Mr.  Leflock's  divifion,  and  unfortunately  incurred  the 
cenfure  of  that  gentleman,  who  was  {ojiriii  an  obfervtr  if 
•dijcipliru,  that,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  queries  fern  him  by 
admiral  Mathews  relative  to  hrfi  own  conduct,  he  makes 
*he  following  harfli  mention  of  captain  Purvis. 

"  Thofe  iriips  of  mydivifion  which  were  ahead  of  me 
were  toe  Dunkirk  and  Cambridge,  'both  which  (hips 
could  have  made  more  fail,  fcut  they  kept  to  windward  of 
their  flat  ion,  particularly  the  Dunkirk.  Though  there 
was  but  little,  wind.  With  a  f we  11,  yet  as  they  failed  well 
it  was  my  opinion  they  might  have  flopped  thofe.  four 
.ihios  of  the  «nemy  until  i  and  my  dlvilion  got  up; 
therefore  I -fired  a  ikot  to  windward  of  them,  and  at  the 
fame,  time  made  the  captain  of -the  Dunkirk's  ugnal,  bat 
to  nopurpofc." 

How  far  this  charge  was  juft  we  cannot  take  upon  us 
to  decide,  but  we  believe  itraay  well  be  admitted, 
without  the  fmallcft  partiality  to  either  fine  of  the  quef- 
tion,  that  this  charge  was  at  l.eaft  exaggerated.  One  of 
the  points  objected  againft  Mr.  Leitock,  by  admiral 
Mathews,  was,  "  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  nraft 
fcandalous  breach  of  trull,  by  fending  his  own  captain  to 
captain  Purvis,  at  that  time  under  confinement  in  order 
to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  misbehaviour,  tviti 
AtiflruSiimi  to  captain  Purvis  hwi  H  mndu3  himfelf  at.  tit 
seurt-marrial,  and  that  he  fveuld  ds  him  no  harm." 

As  to  the  actual  conduct  of  captain  Purvis,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  deemed  very  reprehenfible  by  his  judges, 
tor  though  we  have  not  been  able  to  collect,  the  abfohjte 
terms  of  the  decifion  given  by  the  court-martial,  we  mfy 
Very  well  preiume  it  to  have  been  extremely  favourable 
to  captain  Purvis,  who  was  continued  in  his  command, 
and  remained  on  the  *  fame  (tat  ion,  at  lea  ft  till  after  the 

*'  The  cfaanjs,  far  11  it  related  10  cipura  Drammood,  of  the 
Cziabridge,  wu  thought  (a  nugatory  or  impertinent,  that  00  IWtiiar 
Mtefiiaatiea  of  it  ipacan  to  hive  been  em  deemed  neeefliry. 
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taflimenesnwnt.  of  the  entiling  year,  he  havirtg  been  at 
that  time  one  of  the  members  of  the  court- martial  con- 
vened for  the  trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris. 

No  other  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman^  except 
that  he  was,  in  the  year  1756,  put  on  the  fuperanntiatnt 
Eft  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  and 
died  on  the  15th  of  January  177a. 

RENTGNE,  James.  —  Our  information  relative  (o 
ihis  gentleman  commence*  with  his  having  ierved 
as  lieutenant,  under  vice-admiral  Vernon,  When  he 
proceeded,  in  r  739,  .011  the  expedition  againfl  Porto  Bello. 
On  account  of  the  knowledge  he  had  obtained  of  that 
^coaft,  he  was  particularly  employed,  in  piloting  and'  di- 
recting the  courfe  of  the  fquadron,  as  well'  doting  tffe 
voyage  as  the  attack  itfelf.  The  ability  he  dis- 
played on  this  occaiion,  and  the  ferviceS'he  rendered  to 
the  expedition  in  general,  ware  thought  fo  HigHly  of  fry 
Mr.  Vernon,  that  immediately  on  the  reduction  of  'the 
piace,  he  was  promoted  -to  be  eOirrtnandtr  of  the  T*t- 
umph,  a  Spanifh  fnow  found  in  the  harboun  He  v/ai, 
as  an  additional  honour,  chofen,  by  the  admiral,  to  be-the 
bearer  of  his  difpatches  to  England,  which  announced  his 
Jucceft; 

Captain  Rentone  arrived  in  London  on  the  13'thtif' 
March  i  and  being  prefented  to  the  king;  received  not 
only  a  prefetit  sf  two  hundred  guineas,  but  a  promife  of 
firtber  and  immediate  promotion.  He  was  accordingly, 
«m  the  17th  of  April  following)  advanced  to  be  captain  of 
the  Experiment  frigate;  in  which  fhip  he  was  immedi- 
ately afterwards-  ordered  for  Jamaica  to'join  his  former 
Admiral  and  patron,  Mr.  Vernon*.  Not  having  the  com- 
jftand  of  a  (hip  of  the  line,  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
be  very  particularly  engaged  in  fuch  parts  of  the  attack 
as  depended  merely  on  the  fhips.  In  thofe  independant 
and  fupplementary  fervices,  however,  where  his  gerihts 
and  particular  fpecies  of  knowledge  and  judgement 
<4buld  be  fo-viceable,  he  was  employed,  and  moft  eflenti- 
ally  pronifjred  the  fuccefs  of  the  naval  Operations,  by  the 
infonnsnion    he   furniihed  relative  to'  the   coafl,    and 

.  •■*  Cafcrviog  <a  bim  infonnaiion  of  tbawntme*tt]Mt4at«r*pj4ii)d 
J«  ihc  Weft  Ioa*»  un*»  .fir  C*.  Oe>v    '  V-- 
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its  different  foundings.  After  the  return  of  the  fqua- 
droit  to  Jamaica  captain  Rentone  was  promoted,  by  tin 
<v  ice-admiral,  to  command  the  Rippoh,  of  fixty  guas* 
which  hail  arrived  at  Jamaica  during  his  abfenoe. 

The  ficlt  fervice  on  which  this  gentleman  was  ondeiw!, 
after  he  was  inverted  with  his  new  command,  was  a  cruife 
*o  windward  of  St.  Jago,  to  which  ltation  he  was  fent, 
fey  Mr.  Vernon,  for  the  pmpoCe  of  reconnoitring  the 
■coaft,  and  intercepting  the  SparriGi  trade,  juft  before  he 
lu'mfelf  failed  on  the  expedition  againft  the  ifland  of 
Cuba.  No  other  particular  mention  is  made  of  him 
■during  his  .continuance  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he 
remained  fti II  captain  of  the  Ripjstm,  rill  his  return  to 
England  with  lir  C. .Ogle,  with  whom  he  arrived,  on  the 
2d  of  June  174.5-  We  fuxi  h'xn,  <on  the  17th  of  the 
fame  month,  one  of  "the  members  of  the  owrt-^narrikl 
held  on  board  the  Sand  with,  at  Port  f mouth,  for  the  .tiiiii 
of  captain  Green,  of  the  Lizard  floop:  and  a)fb,  in  1746, 
one  of  the  court-martial,  convened'  at  Deptfitfd,  for  tile 
fiurpufe  of.  trying  the  admirals,  Mathews  and  XeftacJL 
Hc  was,  not  long  after  this  time,  appointed  captain  «f 
the  Stafford,  *  fourth,  rite  of  fiKiy  guns  ;  in  which  ilup 
we  fhtd  tarn,  winder  Mr.  Knowles,  at  the  attack  of  Port 
JLoois,  on  the  8th  «6  March  1748.  This  enterprise 
wmliappily  proved  .fatal,  to.  captain  Kent  one,  who  WtH 
kilted  overt  before  his  (hip  came  to  an  anchor,  a  cannfta 
■liot  having  taken  off  his  thigh.  This  is  the  information 
given  *  fa  a  private  tetter,  written  in  a  day  or  two  arttr 
the  a&ion,  by  an  officer  prefent,  and  We  bolieve  it  to 'he 
ftrietly  authentic,  though  fome  have  afferted  he  did  not 
die  of  his  wounds  till  three  days  aftertiie  action. 

THOMPSON,  Bredfhaw,  *- in  I739,  as  wcH.m 
the  preceding  year,  was  third  lieutenant  to  admiral 
Nicholas  Haddock,  by  whom  he  was  font  -home  rtiafter 
oflhe  Jwftph  Priae.  On  the  15th  of  July  17+0,  he  was 
appointed  Captain  of  the  Succefs  frigate.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  collect  any  other  particulars  relative  to  this 

fitnlatnan,  except  that  he  diad.in  England  on  the  f;tho£ 
ebruary  1756. 

*  JjfcMetoSttt^aytbutfveninitoaffiataliBoauiit. 
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YOUNG,  Benjamin,  —  is  in  the  Tame  predicament  j 
the  only  information  we  have  concerning  him  being,  that 
lie  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Briflol,  on  the  27th  of 
September  1740,  and  died  fometime  in  the  courfc  of  the 
|eaf  1754. 


ALLEN,  Edward. — This  gentleman  at  the  timeflofti- 
Hties  commenced  with  Spain,  in  1739,  was,  as  we  be- 
lieve, lieutenant  of  one  of  the  fhips  employed  in  the  Weil 
Indies,  under  vice-admiral  Vernon,,  who  promoted  him, 
about  the  end  of  the  year  1740,  to  be  commander  of  the 
Terrible  bomb-ketch.  On.  the  roth  of  May  1741,  he 
advanced  him  dill  farther,  to  be  captain  of  the  Scahorlc 
frigate.  He  remained  in.  the  Weft  Indies  after  the  return 
of  Mr.  Leftock  and  a  conliderable  part  of  the  fleet  to 
England,  but  is  not  particularly  mentioned  till  the  year 
1743,  when  he  commanded  the  Greenwich,  a.fliip  em- 
ployed as  a  cruifer  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  where  he  was 
extremely  active,  and  met  with  foixte  fuccefs.  He  re- 
mained on  the  fame  ftation  till  1744,  and  unfortunately 
■  neriflied  in  a  dreadful  hurricane,  which  happened  on  the 
20th  of  October  in  that  year.  The  Greenwich  was'  at 
that  time  preparing  to  heave  down  along-fide  of  the 
-Lark  hulk,  and  being,  together  with  that  veflel*,  overfet 
by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  immediately  funk :  captain 
Allen,  his  firft  lieutenant  Mr.  Bettefworth,  and  eighty- 
four  of  the  crew,  were  drowned. 

AYLMER,  Henry  Lord,  —  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
Henry  lord  Aylmer,  and  grandfon  to  that  brave  and  worthy 
admiral  Matthew,  firft  lord  Aylmer,  of  Balratht.  Having 
entered  early  in  life  into  the  navy,  he,  after  a  regular 
progrefHon  through  the  different  fiibordinate  %  ranks,  was 

*  She  tore  iwar  a  part  of  (be  bulk'i  broadfide  with  her  lafliiugi, 
and  then  overfet. 

t  Sec  Vol.  ii.  p.  35. 

I  In  '733  we  believe  hint  to  have  been  lieutenant  OF  one  of  the 
Slips  on  the  African  Qaucn,  tad  afterwards  of  the  Wjrwiek,  in  1735, 
alLifoon, 

promoted 


Jig,:  zed  by  GoOgle 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GJLIAT  BRITAIN.  tfj 

promoted,  on  Sept.  iS,  1741,  to  the  command  of  the  Port 
Mahon  frigate,  as  fucceflbr  to  capt.  Barnfley .  He  continued 
in  the  fame  veflel  a  confiderable  time,  employed  entirely 
as  a  cruifer.  The  firft  fubfequent  mention  we  find  made 
of  him  is  in  May  174a,  when  he  was  concerned  with 
captain  Warren,  of  the  Launcefton,  in  capturing  a  Spaniih 
privateer,  of  eighteen  carriage  and  fwivel  guns  with  one 
hundred  and  forty  men,  whicli  they  brought  into  Ports- 
mouth. In  the  month  of  May  1743,  he  fell  in  with  and 
captured,  after  a  running  fight  of  rive  hours,  another 
Spanifh  privateer,  with  fixteen  carriage  guns,  and  an  hun- 
dred and  forty-feven  men,  called  the  Santa  There  fa  de 
Jefus,  belonging  to  Saint  Sebaftian's.  The  excellence  of 
failing  which  the  enemy's  fhip  pouelfed,  prevented  captain 
Aylmer  from  getting  up  till  after  the  chace  and  diftant 
couteft  already  dated:  but  though  the  Spaniard  had  ten 
of  his  people  killed  and  fourteen  defperately  wounded, 
the  injury  fulrained  on  board  the  Port  Mahon  amounted 
only  to  one  man  (lightly  wounded  in  the  arm. 

In  the  month  of  February  1744,  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  preferve  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  a  very  valuable 
(hip  belonging  to  the  Englifil  Eafl  India  company,  from 
being  captured  by  a  Spaniih  privateer,  mounting  forty 
guns,  which  (he  had  engaged  for  feven  hours.  The 
enemy,  when  the  Port  Mahon  made  her  appearance,  im- 
mediately defining,  fled,  and,  by  throwing  his  guns  over- 
board, added  to  the  alfiftance  derived  from  his  oars,  wis 
fortunate  enough  toeffedt  his  efcape.  In  the  month  of 
May  entiling  he  had  the  additional  good  fortune  to  cap- 
ture a  very  valuable  French  fliip,  bound  from  Mifiilippi 
to  Rochelle,  laden  with  bale  goods  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fpecie,  which,  though  mounting  eighteen  car- 
riage guns,  a  force  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Port  Mahon, 
which  was  only  a  twenty  gun  fliip,  does  not  appear  to 
have  made  any  refinance.  He  quitted  the  Port  Mahon 
in  the  enfuing  month,  June  the  4th,  1744,  and  we  do  not 
find  any  mention  made  of  his  having  held  a  fubfequent 
command. 

He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Pierce,  of  the 

province  of  Virginia,  efquire,  and  had  iffue  by  her  one 

daughter,  Anne,  and  a  fon,  Henry,  who  was  his  fucceflbr 
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in  eflate  and  title.  He  himfetf  became  lord  Aylmer,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  'onA  the  26th  of  June  1754,  and 
died  on  the  7th  of  O&ober  1766. 

BAMFF,  Alexander  Ogilvie,  Lord,— the  fixth  who- 
enjoyed  that  title,  was  the  fecond  fon  of  George,  fourth 
lord  Bamff,  and  Helen,  daughter  of  fir"  John  Lauder,  of 
Fon  main- ha!  I,  one  of  the  fenators  of  the  college  of  juiltce 
in  Scotland.  Having  entered  into  the  navy,  we  find  him/ 
in  1740,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Ludlow  Caftle.  He  was, 
on  February  19, 17+1,  promoted  to  he  captain  of  the  Haft* 
ings,  or,  according  toother  accounts,  which  we  believe  to 
fee  erroneous,  of  the  Liverpool:  this  is  a  miftake,  pro- 
bably occafioned  by  the  Hafttngs  being  a  frigate  then 
fitting  for  fea  at  the  port  of  Liverpool.  This  veflel  we 
believe' to  have  bscn  principally  employed  as  a  cruifet  in 
the  Channel  and  Bay  of  Bifcay  ;  but  we  find  no  particular 
mention  made  of  his  lord  (hip's  fuccefs  in  this  fervice 
til!  the  month  of  January  1742,  when  he  captured,  of 
the  ifland  of  Madeira,  after  a  fpirited  retiftance  of  two 
hours,  a  large  Spanifh  regifler  (hip,  mounting  twenty 
guns,  bound  from  Cadiz  to  the  Havannah*;  and  in  about 
fen  days  afterwards,  as  he  was  employed  in  convoying 
the  prize  into  port,  he  captured  a  privateer  of  a  force 
little  inferior. 

He  was  afterwards  ordered  to  Virginia  in  the  (ame 
fliip,  but  is  not  known  to  have  met  with  any  very  re- 
markable occurrence,  except  the  capture  of  a  flout  Spanifh 
Jrivateer,  carrying  thirty  carriage  and  fwivel  guns,  on  the 
uly  23,  1743,  may  be  faid  to  deferve  that  name.  On  his 
return  from  the  above  ftation,  the  Haftings  was  ordered  to 
be  fold,  as  unfit  for  fervice,  and  hislordfhip  was,  in  Auguft 
1*745,  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  TiTbury,  a  fourth 
rate  of  fixty  guns.  In  this  fhip  he  was  fent  to  Louif- 
burg,  in  the  month  of  April  1740,  with  the  Mermaid  and 
Lynn,  of  forty  guns  each,  to  convoy  thither  a  fleet  of 
tranfports  with  a  reinforcement  of  troops  for  that  newly 
captured  port,  and  a  neceffary  TuppTy  of  flores  and  am- 
munition. We  do  not  meet  with  any  other  mention 
made  of  this  nobleman  in  the  line  of  fervice,  which  we 

*  Thii  velTcl  ■>  reported  to  have  bad  on  board  treafure  10  tbe 
■mount  tii  1,300,000  dollar*. 
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believe  him  to  have  quitted  not  long  after  his  return,  and  to 
have  repaired  to  Portugal  for -the  recovery  of  his  health, 
which  was  in -a  declining  (late.  This  meafure  was  not, 
however,  attended  with  the  hoped-for  fuccefs,  his  lord- 
fhtp  dying,  at  Lifbon,  on  the  27th  of  September,  1748. 

BARGRAVE,  Charles, —  was  appointed  a  lieutenant 
as  far  back  as  1707,  his  firll  com  million  bearing  date  on 
the  26th  of  February  in  that  year.  Having  continued  in 
the  fame  ftation  rift  the. year  1 74.1,  he  was  promoted  out  of 
the  Royal  Sovereign,  to  be  captain  of  the  Advice,  of  fifty 
guns,  without  appearing  to  have  paffed  through  the  inter- 
mediate rank  of  commander  of  a  Hoop  of  war.  This 
veffel  is  dated,  in  -fame  private  papers,  to  have  been  em- 
ployed an  the  Mediterranean  ftation  during  the  courfe  of 
the  current  year;  but  we  conceive  this  information  to  be 
extremely  doubtful.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  this 
officer,  except  a  circumftance  extremely  painful  to  be 
related,  efpecially  of  a  man  who  had  ferved  for  fuch  a 
number  of  years,  previous  to  the.time  of  its  taking  place, 
with  irreproachable  character.  He  was  difmilTed  not 
only  from  the  above  fhip,  but  from  thefervice  alfo,  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court-martial,  on  the  24th  of  February 
1741-2.     The  nature  of  his  offence  is  not  known. 

BRETT,  John,  —  was,  foon  after  the  rupture  had 
taken  place  with  Spain,  appointed  commander  of  the 
Grampus  floop  of  war.  From  this  veffel  he  was,  on  the 
25th  of  March  1741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Roebuck,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns.  In  this  (hip  he 
was,  almoft  immediately  afterwards,  ordered  to  the  Me- 
diterranean. He  returned  from  that  ftation  in  the  month 
of  May  1742,  bringing  home,  as  a  paffenger,  admiral 
Haddock,  whofe  ill-ftate  of  health  had  compelled  him  to 
quit  his  command ;  in  the  month  of  November  following 
he  was  removed  into  the  Anglefea,  a  (hip  of  the  fame  rate 
as  the  former.  In  this  vefiel  he  remained  till  the  month 
of  April  1744,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  command  of 
the  Sunderland,  of  fixty  guns.  No  particular  mention 
is  made  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  employed  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year;  but  early  in  the  enfuing  he 
was  ordered,  with  captain  Griffin  of  the  Captain,  and 
the  captains  Mofty'n  and  Fowke,  of  the  Hampton  Court 
and  Dreadnought,  on  acroifc  off  the  French  coaft-  Tht* 
E  2  fervice 
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fervice  was  marked  with  that  event  which  has  been 
already  related  at  Tength  in  the  lives  of  the  admirals 
Griffin  and  Moftyn  *.  As  to  captain  Brett,  he  was  totally 
exempt  from  participating,  in  the  flightelt  degree,  of 
that  obloquy  attached  by  many,  though  perhaps  unde- 
lejvedly,  to  the  characters  of  thoie  gentleman,  having 
been  prevented  from  joining  in  the  pirrfim,"  by  the  tors  of 
lii's  main-top-maft,  foon  after  it  had  commenced. 
Honourably  acquitted"  by  the  court  -mania!  convened  for 
the  purpofe  of  investigating  the  conduct  of  all  the  captains 
prefent,  he  was  ordered  immediately  afterwards,  together 
with  capt.  Geary,  of  the  Chefter,  to  cruife  in  foundings;  and 
m  February, captured,  after  a  chaee  of  eight  hours,  a  fmalt 
French  frigate,  bound  from  MilTilTTppi  to  Rochfort,  hav- 
ing on  board  feveral  pafTengcrs  of  rank,  a  valuable 
cargo  of  indigo  and  other  commodities,  with  24,000 
pieces  of  eight  in  fpecie. 

Captain  Brett  was,  foon  after  his  return  into  port, 
Ordered  to  Louilburg,  with  fbme  other  (hips  of  war,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  commodore  Warren,  who  was 
then  actually  engaged  in  the  attack  of  that  important  place. 
He  arrived  fometime  before  the  place  furrendered,  and! 
early  enough  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  exceedingly,  both  by 
his  fpirit  and  activity  in  the  feryice.  From  the  time  of 
his  quitting  the  Sunderland  no  mention  is  made  of  him 
till  the  year  1755,  when  he  commanded  the  Chichefter, 
ene  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  America,  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Holbume,  for  the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  Mr. 
Bofcawes.  After  his  return  he  commanded  the  St. 
George,  of  ninety  guns,  for  a  fhort  time ;  but  having 
been  very  unwarrantably  omitted  in  the  promotion  of 
flag-officers,  which  took  place  in  1756,  he  very  fpiritedly 
refolved  to  quit  the  fervice  for  ever,  thtfugh  on  his  re- 
monstrance, previous  to  his  actual  declaration'  of  this 
refolution,  the  admiralty  board,  athamed  of  its  conduct  in 
having,  even  for  a  moment,  fet  afide  a  brave  and  deferv- 
ing  man,  offered  him 'the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the 
white,  the  fame  which  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  fervice  if  the  partiality  exerted  in 
*he  favour  of  others  had  not  happened. 

•  Vide  Vol.  iv.  page* 
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His  anfwcr  to  this  palliating  propofal  reflects  on  him 
too  much  honour  to  be  fupprened.  "  No  rank  or  ftation 
(faid  he)  can  be,  with  honour,  received  by  a  pcrfoh  who 
has  been  once  thought  undeferving  or  uni  milled  to  it." 
It  is  necelfary  to  (late  briefly  the  caufe  why  a  brave  and 
worthy  man  lhould  have  been  fo  injuriously  treated;  the 
lord  Aafdh,  at  that  time  firtl  commilTJoner  of  the  admi- 
ralty* was,  in  one  particular  point,  perfectly  unfit  for  that 
high  {ration.  He  might  poliefs  a  fpirit  of  enterprise,  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  all  particulars  relative  to  the  marine 
department,  and,  in  fhort,  every  other  Public  virtue  and 
requifite  that  could  grace  the  character  of  a  miiiiiter;  in 
private  life,  however,  he  wanted  that  impartiality  which, 
we  had  nearly  faid,  is  indifpenfibly  necefiary  to  ornithine 
an  upright  man,  Perfotial  friend  Aup  and  attachment  fre- 
quently interfered  with  his  public  duties,  and  betrayed 
him  into  acts  ttrongly  refembling  thofe  of  injufticc, 
Thefe  were,  perhaps,  the  lefs  excufeable  in  him,  Cobu> 
dcred  in  his  abftracl  character  of  a  private  friend,  becaufe 
thofe  whom  he  patronized  were  men  too  high  in  the 
opinion  of  all  men  -to  need  his  affiitance,  and  far  too 
honourable  to  deiire  it:  but  the  moll  exalted  perfon ages 
are  not  exempt  from  trivial  failings,  as  perfection  is  ab- 
solutely incompatible  with  the  frailty  of  human  nature. 

As  to  Mr.  Brett,  he  continued  ever  afterwards  to  pafs 
his  life  in  retirement,  rendered  molt  truly  honourable  by 
the  caufe  of  it,  dying  univerfally  revered,and  regretted  in  the 
month  of  April  1785. 

BRODERICK,  Thomas.— The  firft  mention  we  find 
made  of  this  gentleman  is  in  the  year  1739,  at  which  time 
he  was  third  lieutenant  of  the  Bur  ford,  under  Mr.  Vernon, 
He  diflinguilbed  himfelf  exceedingly  at  the  attack  of 
Porto  Bello,  having  been  the  commander  of  the  party 
which  {formed  the  lower  battery  of  the  Iron  Fort,  an 
action  fo  fpirited  that  fhe  defenders  imagining  no  refill* 
ance  they  could  make  would  be  fufficient  to  Item  the 
torrent  of  the  aflaitants,  tied  from  what  they  conceived  3 
certain  deftruction,  leaving  their  .governor  and  a  few 
others  who  efcaped  into  the  upper  part  of  the  fort,  and 
immediately  afterwards  fur  rendered  at  difcretion. 

Mr,  Vernon,  highly  pleafed  at  fo  confpicuous  and  fer- 

\ipeable  a  difplay  of  gallantry,  conceived  no  inconfiderable 
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degree  of  attachment  to  this  gentleman,  and  advanced  him 
to  be  commander  of  the  Cumberland  firefliip-  He  at- 
tended the  fleet  on  the  well-known  expedition  againft 
Carthagena,  and  was  there  promoted,  on  the  25th  of 
Wlrch  1 741,  to  be  captain  of  the  Shoreham  frigate,  as 
Tttcceflbr  to  Mr.  Bofcawen,  who  was  promoted  to  the 
ftinCe  Frederic.  In  a  few  days  afterwards  he  was  one 
iff  the  officers  ordered  to  command  the  boats  on  a 
Repetition  of  the  attack  of  the  Barradera  battery,  which 
trie  Spaniards  had  in  part  re-eftabliihed.  Mr.  Broderick 
behaved  on  the  occafion  we  have  juft  been  relating, 
in  a  manner  by  no  means  derogatory  to  that  reputation  he 
had  before  fo  defervedly  acquired  in  a  fervice  nearly  frmi- 
lar  at  Porto  Bello.  He  afterwards  accompanied  Mr. 
Vernon  on  his  ftill  lefs  fuccefsful  expedition  againft 
Cuba,  and  was  detached  from  thence  to  cniife  off  Cartha- 
gBia ;  in  which  fervice  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture 
2'  Spanilh  veffcl,  laden  with  bale  goods  of  confiderable 
Value,  and  fpecie  to  the  amount,  it  is  faid,  of  feventy 
ihoufand  dollars.  He  was,  after  this  fuccefs,  fent  t6 
croife  off  Cape  Francois  for  the  protection  of  the  Britifh 
commerce,  at  that  time  much  incommoded  by  the  mul- 
tftude  of  Spanifh  privateers  which  infefted  ihofe  feas.  He 
continued  employed  in  fimilar  fervices  till  the  momh  of 
October  1742,  when  he  was  appointed  to  command  the 
convoy  fent,  With  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  to  the  provinces 
of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  for  their  better  protection  againft 
any  defultory  expeditions  that  might  be  undertaken  by  the 
Spaniards. 

No  other  particular  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman 
while  he  continued  in  the  Weil  Indies.  After  his  return 
to  England  he  was,  in  the  month'of  March  1744,  advanced 
(0  the  command  of  the  Exeter,  a,  fourth  rate  of  lixty  guns, 
at  that  time  fitting  for  fea  at  Plymouth,  where  that  fhip 
Tiad  been  juft  before  rebuilt.  As  foon  as  equipped  it  was 
fent  to  Lifton  as  one  of  the  fleet  commanded  by  the  brave 
and  unfortunate  admiral  Balchen  ;  and,  on  its  return  from 
thence,  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  involved  in  the  fame 
unhappy  fate  which  befel  the  much  lamented  commander- 
in-chief.  The  Exeter,  during  that  dreadful  ftorm  which 
overtook  the  fleet,  was  in  the  greateft  extremity  of  dif- 
trefs,  having  loft  both  her  main  and  mizen  marts,  and 
being 
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facing  thrown  on  her  beam  ends,  fo  that  twelve  of  the 
iee-guns  were  obliged  to  he  thrown  overboard,  with  the 
greateit  difpatch,  to  preferve  her  from  (inking.  In  the, 
month  of  February  1745,  he  was  one  of  the  members, 
compofing  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  commodore, 
Griffin,  and  the  different  captains  with  htm,  acircum- 
itance  we  have  before  related  and  referred  to.  In  the 
enfuing  month  he  was  removed  into  the  Dreadnought,  3 
(hip  of  equal  force  with  the  Exeter,  which  probably  had 
received  fo  much  damage  in  the  preceding  (torm  as  to  be 
unfit  for  immediate  fcrvi.ce. 

.  We  do  not  find  any  other  memorable  mention  made  of 
this  gentleman  1  ill  the  year  1756*,  when  he  commanded 
the  Prince  George,  a  fecond  rate.  In  the  month  of  May  he 
was  appointed  commodore  of  a  ftna.ll  fqiiadron,  coniiiting 
of  four  or  five  fhipst,  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  as  3 
reinforcement  10  Mr.  Byng.  He  left  Plymouth  on  the 
30th  of  May,  with  fome  tranfports  full  of  troops  and 
(lores  for  Gibraltar,  and  arrived  there,  after  a  fpeedy 
paffage,  on  the  1 5th  of  June.  He  was  promoted  at  home 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  in  four  or  five  days  after 
he  left  port,  and  continued  to  ferve  on  the  fame 
{ration  during  a  part  of  the  enfuing  feafon,  under  fir  Ed- 
ward Hawke,  who  fuperceded  Mr.  Byng  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  after  Mr.  Broderick's  arrival.  He  returned  to 
England  before  the  conclusion  of  the  year,  in  the  St. 
George,  the  (hip  on  board  which  the  court-martial  was 
afterwards  held  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng,  one  of 
whofe  judges  he  was  confequently  appointed.  In  1757 
he  was  appointed  third  in  command  of  the  fleet  fitted  out 
for  the  purpofe  of  attacking  Kochfort,  the  particulars  of 
which  expedition  have  been  already  given  at  fome  length 
in  the  memoirs  of  his  fuperior  officers, -fir  Edward  Hawke 
and  fir  Charles  Knowles.  He  hoifted  his  flag  on  boafd 
the  Namur.a  fecond  rate;  but  is  in  no  other  way  men- 
tioned even  in  that  torrent  of  obloquy  which  burft  forth 
.  on  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  than  as  having  been 

*  We  believe  him,  in  1749, 10  hive  commanded  the  Sunderland. 

4  A  letter  from  Plymouth  dales  this,  little  fquadron  to  have  con- 
filled  of  the  St.  George,  the  Nafliu,  Hampton-court,  and  Ipfwich:  but 
Mr.  Byng,  in  hia  dlfpaich  informing  of  his  arrival,  Hates  Mr.  Bio? 
dtcick  to  baye  brought  out  five  (hips  of  the  line. 
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employed  in  reconnoitering  and  founding  the  eoatr.  Te> 
nave  been  little  engaged  in  an  unfuccefsful  enterprize  is 
certainly  the  lead  di  Advantageous  to  the  reputation  of  a 
commander,  and  therefore  on  fuchoccafions  only,  want  of 
employment  is  to  be  particularly  coveted. 

In  1758  Mr.  Broderick,  who  was  on  the  laft  day  of 
January  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the 
white,  was  appointed  to  fucceed  Mr,  OJborne  as  com- 
mander-in-chief in  the  Mediterranean.  A  fleet  of  tranf- 
ports  and  merchant- (hips  bound  thither  being  put  under 
his  convoy,  he  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Prince  George, 
and  failed  the  beginning  of  April.  The  melancholy 
misfortune  which  befel  this  fllip  and  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew,  on  the  13th  of  April,  while  on  their  pairage  to 
Gibraltar,  is  (till  recent  enough  to  leave  the  moft  afflict- 
ing impreflton  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  read  the  dread- 
ful narrative  *.     Mr.  Broderick  with  the  remnant  of  his 


•  We  have  inferred  feveral  leiterj,  relative  to  this  event,  notwith. 
Handing  they  have  made  [heir  appearance  already  in  many  publica- 
tion! ;  but  we  are  induced  to  it  becaufc  they  form  a  very  authentic 
account  of  this  highly  lamentable  difaftcr. 

"  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sharp,  chaplain. 

"  Glafgow,  off  Lifbon,  April  so, 

"  On  Thurfday  the  13th  inflant,  at  half  an  hour  paQ  one  in  th* 
afternoon,  word  was  palled  imo  ihc  ward-room,  by  ihe  fenny,  that  the 
fore  part  of  the  fhip,  the  Prince  George,  was  on  lire  :  ihe  lieutenant] 
ran  immediately  forward;  and  myfelf,  with  many  others,  wentdiretlly 
on  the  quarter-deck,  when  we  found  the  whole  Imp's  crew  was 
alarmed:  the  pumps  were  handed  out,  the  engine  and  buckets  carried 
forward,  and  every  immediate  remedy  applied.  The  admiral,  with 
the  lieutenants  on  watch,  kept  the  ouaiter-deck,  from  whence  he  lent 
fuch  orders  as  he  thought  mod  expedient  for  the  prelervition  of  the 
fllip,  and  the  fouls  in  her.  Captain  Peyton  and  the  lieutenants,  on 
fearch,  found  that  the  fire  broke  out  firtl  in  the  boatfwain's  tiore- 
room,  to  which  place  large  quantities  of  water  were  applied,  but  id 
vain,  for  the  fmoke  was  K>  very  great  and  hot,  that  the  poor  creatures 
could  not  get  near  enough  to  the  flames  for  their  labour  to  have  any 
effefl.  On  this  captain  Peyton  ordered  (kuttles  to  be  made,  that  the 
water  might  be  poured*"in  by  that  means;  but  (here  be  was  defeated 
likewife,  for  only  two  carpenters  could  be  found,  and  they  had  no- 
thing to  work  with  for  a  long  time  but  a  hammer  and  a  ctuflel  each. 
The  lower  gun-deck  ports  were  then  opened ;  but  the  water  tha,t 
Sowed  )o  was  not  fuflkicni  to  flop  the  violence  of  tbe  flamei.  He 
o.dereJ, 
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people,  purfued  his  voyage,  on  board  the  Glafgow,  as 

Hated  beneath,  to  Gibraltar.     On  his  arrival  there  he 

hoifted 

ordered,  likewifc,  (he  powder-room  10  be  wetted,  led  the  fiiip  fhuuld 
immediately  be  blown  up  and  every  foul  perifh  in  an  inftant.  This 
bid  the  deGred  effcci,  and  for  fome  minute*  wc  hid  glimmering 
hopes.  I  mention  (he  above  particulars  as  I  wu  below  mylelf, 
worked  with  the  men  as  long  ai  I  could  ftind  it,  went  up  for  air 
and  returned  again  inftanily,  confcqnently  an  eye  witneti,  I  can 
declare  them  as  facU.  The  lire  foeu  increafed,  and  raged  via- 
leotly  aft  on  the  larboard  fide;  and  ai  the  dedruSion  of  the  (hip  wu 
now  found  inevitable,  the  prefervatton  of  the  admiral  was  firli  con. 
fultcd.  Captain  Peyton  came  on  tbe  quarter-deck  and  ordered  the 
barge  to  be  manned,  into  which  the  admiral  entered  with  near  forty 
■note,  for  now  there  was  no  diftinSiVSa,  every  man's  life  was  equally 

Cecious.  The  admiral  finding  the  liarge  would  over-fet,  Onppcd 
mfelf  naked  and  committed  himfelf  (O  the  mercy  of  tbe  waves;  and 
after  toiling  an  hour,  he  was  at  length  taken  up  by  a  merchant -man'i 
boat.  Captain  Peyton  kept  the  quarter-deck  an  hour  after  the  admi- 
ral left  it,  when  he  happily  got  into  a  boat  from  the  (tern  ladder, 
and  was  put  fafe  on  board  tbe  Alderney  Hoop-  I  mull  be  deficient 
even  to  attempt  a  description  of  the  melancholy  fcene  that  was  before 
me;  {bricking,  cries,  lamentations,  bemoaning,,  raving  defpair,  and 
even  niadnefs  itfelf  prefented  theoifelves.  It  wis  now  high  time  to 
iblnk  of  taking  care  of  "mylelf:  I  looked  from  every  pan  of  the  Alio 
for  my  preservation,  and  Toon  Taw  three  boat*  off  the  flern: 
I  went  immediately  to  my  cabbin  and  offered  up  my  prayers 
to  God,  particularly  thanking  him  for  giving  me  fuch  refolution  and 
compofurc  of  mind.  I  then  jumped  into  the  fea  from  one  of  the 
gun-room  ports,  and  fwam  to  a  boat,  which  put  me  fafc  on  board 
tbe  Alderney  floop.  There  are  near  three  hundred  people  fated  ; 
and  more  might  have  been  Saved  had  the  merchant- men  be- 
haved like  human  creatures;  but  they  kept  a  long  way  to  windward 
ihe  whole  time,  and,  ifpoffible,  to  their  greater  fhame  be  it  fpoken, 
indead  of  faving  the  men  that  fwam  to  their  boats,  they  were  employed 
in  taking  up  geefe,  fowls,  tables,  chairs,  and  whatever  elfe  of  the 
kind  came  near  them." 

"  From  Mr.  Parry,  an  officer,  dated  as  above. 
"  About  half  pall  one,  at  noon,  being  in  the  office  adjoining  to  the 
cabbin,  I  faw  the  admiral  run  out  with  two  or  thrre  officers.  On  enquir- 
ing the  caufe  I  was  alarmed  with  a  report  of  the  Ibip'i  being  on  fire  for- 
ward, and  it  was  believed  in  the  boat  (wain's  fore  More-room.  Every 
method  was  taken  to  extlnguiDi  it,  but  the  fmoke  was  fo  violent  no 
perfon  could  get  near  enough  to  find  where  the  fire  was.  About 
-half  pall  two  we  made  the  lignal  of  diftrefs  ;  hut  to  render  our  litua. 
lion  more  wretched  the  fog  came  on  very  thick,  and  the  wind  frefh- 
fcned ;  f«  that  it  was  near  four  before  the  Glafgow  and  Aidcrney  got  in- 
telligence of  our  condition.    They  then  repeated  the  lignal,  hoifted 
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hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  St.  George,  of  ninety  guns, 
and  ferved  under  Mr.  OiDorne  tiil  that  geotleroan  quitted 
the  ft  at  ion,  and  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  July. 

He 


out  their  boats,  and  Rood  towards  ut:  but  not  knowing  wc  bad 
taken  care  to  float  our  powder,  were  under  fad  apprehesfions  wo 
michl  blow  up,  and  therefore  could  not,  confident  wilh  their  own 
bitty,  give  us  the  affidauce  our  deplorable  condition  rendered  ut  ft> 
inuch  in  need  of.  We  attempted  to  fcuttlc  the  decks  to  let  the 
water  on  (he  lire,  but  the  people  could  not  Hand  3  minute  without 
being  nearly  fuffbeated.  About  half  pail  four  the  fmoke  increafed, 
■nd  the  flames  began  to  break  out.  The  admiral  then  ordered  the  boats 
to  be  hoifted  .out,  got  the  barge  out,  and  went  off,  protnifing  to  bring 
a  fhip  along-fide  oF  us.  I  ohiajjcd  her  fo  full  that  her  gun-wale  waj 
almuil  even  with  the  waler;  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  faw  her  link  at 
fcme  diftance  a  Hern.  Not  above  three  or  four  wete  faved  out  of 
nearly  forty,  among  wham  it  pleated  God  to  prcTcrvc  the  admiral.  The 
weather  was  now  become  clear,  but  none-  of  the  merchantmen  would 
cone  Dear  us.  Our  officers  behaved  well,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  people  to  the  pumps  sna  drawing  water ;  bat  they  were  now  be- 
come quite  ungovernable.  About  a  quarter  before  five  captain  Fey  tot} 
left  the  Chip,  and  promised  as  the  admiral,  but  was  not  able  to  »ccom- 
plifl)  it.  About  five  the  long  boat  was  endeavoured  to  be  got  out,  in 
which  were  near  one  hundred  people;  but  as  they  were  holding  her 
out  one  of  the  tackles  gave  way,  by  which  (be  overfet,  and  almoft 
every  foul  perifhed.  We  were  now  reduced  to  the  greateft  didrefs. 
You  may  have  fomc  idea  of  our  miferable  condition,  when  I  tell  you 
the  Oiip  began  be  in  flames  fore  and  aft,  fpreading  like  flax ;  people 
diftraBcd,  not  knowing  what  they  did,  and  jumping  overboaid  from 
all  pant,  1  was  reduced  to  the  mclancholv  choice  of  either  burning 
with  the  (hip,  or  going  overboard.  Very  few  that  could  fwim  were 
taken  up,  and  I  that  could  not  fwim  mud  have  little  hopes  indeed. 
About  i  quarter  pad  live  I  went  into  the  admiral's  flern  gallery,  where 
two  young  gentlemen  were  ladling  two  tables  together  for  a  raft.  I 
afliRcd  them.  One  of  them  propofed  to  make  fad  the  laming  to 
the  gallery,  and  lower  ourfelvea  down  to  the  tables,  then  cutting  the  . 
lathing  to  commit  ourfclves  to  the  mercy  of  Providence.  We 
hoi  fled  over  the  tables,  but  being  badly  lathed  one  oF  tbera  we  lod;  as 
foon  as  the  other  was  down,  I  propofed  to  venture  firft,  which  they 
readily  contented  to.  There  were  about  three  boats  aflern ;  this  was 
the  lime  or  never:  down  I  went  by  the  rope  t  but  as  thetc  was  a  great 
fwell  of  fea  it  wis  impoflible  for  any  one  to  follow  me,  and  I  was 
turned  a  drift.  By  the  cries  oF  the  people  From  the  fhip  to  the  boats, 
in  about  five  minutes  I  was  taken  up,  very  near  drowned." 
715  compliment  I  b6o  faved 

30  pauengers  to  Gibraltar  48$  loll 
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He  then  removed  into  the  Prince,  which  had  been  his 
predcceBbr's  fiag.fhip,  and  commanded-in -chief  in  the 


"  From  a  mid  (hip  man,  dated  as  above. 
"  OnThurfday  the  13th,  about  half  an  hour  pal)  one  in  ttw  after- 
noon, we  were  alarmed  with  aery  of  fire  in  the  boatfwain's  fore  flore- 
room,  which  pul  us  all  into  great  diforder;  and,  it  being  a  Very  thick 
fog,  we  could  not  fee  one  fliip  in  the  fleet.  We  kept  firing  guns  of 
diiirefs,  and  no  fhip  appearing  in  fight  for  an  hoar  we  were  alt  in  the 
grcateft  con  Her  nation ;  but  the  fog  then  difpelliiifj,  the  Glafgow  bailed 
m,  to  whom  we  told  our  condition,  and  carneftly  begged  of  them  to 
fave  our  lives. 

"  The  fire  [till  rrtcreaGng  we  were  obliged  to  hoi  ft  out  oar  boats, 
which,  from  ear  confufisn,  were  near  three  hour*  fixing  to  the  tackles, 
&t.  every  body  being  engaged  in  preparing  to  fave  himfelf.  The 
-  poop,  ftern,  and  quarter  galleries,  with  the  fides,-  were  lined  with  meat 
and  boys,  crying  out  in  a  moil  moving  manner  to  be  1  ill  (led.  During 
this  time,  out  of  twenty-three  fail  of  Cups  we  had  but  three  boats  to 
our  afMancc,  and  thole  would  not  come  near  the  fhip  for  fear  of 
faring  funk;  the  poor  fellows  continually  jumping  overboard,  great 
numbers  of  whom  were  drowned  in  oor  fight. 

"  We  got  our  boats  out,  which  -never  returned  after  going  onca. 
By  this  time  the  fire  had  communicated  itfelf  10  the  middle  gun-deck, 
and  nobody  could  go  down  below,  every  one  expecting  ■his  death  every 
minute,  either  by  fire  or  water,  and  were  taking  leave  of  each  other. 
Soon  after  going  out  of  the  admiral's  cabin  I  faw  the  flames  coming 
out  in  the  hatchway  of  the  upper  gun-deck.  I  returned  immediately 
and  taking  my  leave  of  the  petty  officers  that  were  there,  went  over 
the  fiarboard  ftern  ladder  to  fave  myfrlf  by  fwimming,  when,  thanks 
to  almighty  God,  I  reached  a  boat,  and  wa£  taken  up. 

"  I  had  juft  got  clear  of  the  fhip  whcn;ihc  flamet  became  general, 
and  thole  poor  unhappy  wretches,  that  cot.li!  not  fwtm,  were  obliged 
to  remain  upon  the  wreck  with  the  fire  falling  down  upon  them. 
Shortly  after  the  mall)  went  away  and  killed  numbers ;  and  thofe  that 
were  not  killed  by  the  malts  thought  ihtmfelves  happy  to  get  upon 
them;  but  the  fhip  rolling  by  reafon  pf  the  great  fea,  the  (ire  had 
communicated  itfelf  to  the  guns,  whicfi  fwept  them  off  the  deck  it 
great  numbers,  they  being  all  loaded  and  (hotted. 

"  Such  a  terrible  fight  the  oldeil  men  in  the  fleet  fay  they  never 
faw.  Thus  ended  our  unhappy  fhip,,- 'after  burning  fix  hour*  aada 
half,  who  had  at  complete  a  crew,  and  was  at  well  manned  u  any 
fliip  that  ever  failed  from  England." 


"  Tfc'urfday  April  13th,  Ufhant  bearing  Eaft  60  leagues  dittanee, 
at  tioon,  I  faw  admiral  Broderick  ho  ill  a  Figaal  of  diftrefc,  upon  which 
I  made  what  fail  I  could  and  went  down  to  him.    41  tmeirf  the 


3k„:zm  by  Google 


■jb  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 

Mediterranean,  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bofcawen  in  the 
cnfuing  fpring.  In  the  month  of  February  1759,  he  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  continued  as 
fccond  in  command  of  the  fleet  during  the  fummer.  The 
naval  operations  in  that  part  of  the  world  were  rendered 
extremely  brilliant  by  the  total  discomfiture  and  defeat  of 
M  De  la  Clue  in  the  month  of  Auguft.  Mr.  Broderick 
was  not  able,  we  believe,  to  get  up  time  enough  to  have 
much  lhare  in  the  action  illelf;  but  he  is  particularly 
mentioned,  by  Mr.  Bofcawen,  as  having,  with  his  divi- 
fion,  burnt  the  Redoubtable,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and 
captured  the  Modefte  on  the  following  day.  We  do  not 
find  any  mention  made  pf  him  in  the  line  of  fervice  after 
his  return  to  England;   nor,   indeed,   is  he  otherwife 

afternoon  I  could  difcern  the  Prince  George  on  fire:  at  two  we  drew 
pretty  near  her  and  thought  they  might  have  quenched  the  fire :  at 
three  o'clock  I  faw  plain])'  it  was  impoffible.  1  was  within  a  hun- 
dred yards  of  her  flern,  but  durfl  not  venture  along  fide,  the  Tea  running 
high,  befides  the  going  off  of  her  gnns,  and  danger  of  blowing  up.  At 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  admiral  was  taken  up,  fwimming,  by  a  roer- 
ehamlhip'i  boat,  as  by  this  time  the  (hips  that  had  boats  fent  (hem  all 
out,  and  a  good  many  of  them  were  lofl,  the  weather  proving  bad.  To- 
wards night  I  was  within  pillol-fhot,  and  remained  there  fome  lime 
picking  up  four  of  her  crew.  Had  not  iwo  of  my  men  run 
•way  wilh  my  boat  the  night  before  we  failed  from  St.  Helen's,  I  am 
confident  I  could  have  faved  lixty  or  eighty  of  them  at  leaft.  as  1  ww 
all  the  lime  nearer  to  them  than  any  Ihip  in  the  fleet.  .  Whit  mads 
me  venture  fo  near  was,  that  I  knew  my  (hip  went  well,  and  was 
under  good  command.  At  fix  what  a  difmal  fight,  the  mafts  and 
fails  all  in  a  blaze;  hundreds  nf  fouls  hanging  bv  the  ropes  alongftde; 
1  could  count  fifty  of  them  hanging  over  in  the  ftern-ladder,  others  in 
the  fwon  oars  and  pieces  of  wood,  a  melancholy  fpeclacle  ;  betides 
the  dTmal  cries  from  thefhip,  which  (till  ring  in  my  cars  I  At  half  an 
hour  pall  fix  the  flames  broke  out  at  her  broadfide,  and  in  lefs  than 
five  minutes  every  part  of  her  was  in  flames,  and  fo  continued  till 
•even,  when  fhe  overfet  but  did  not  fink  :  I  then  ran  within  twenty 
yards  of  her,  hut  my  people  compelled  me  to  go  farther  off  for  fear 
ofBtiking  on  the  wreck.  '  All  lean  fay  of  it  in  addition  is,  there  never 
was  a  more  (hocking  iighlj  pray  God  I  may  never  fee  the  like  again : 
it  was  very  grievous  to  me  that  I  could  not  fave  more  of  her  men 
without  tunning  the  rifk  of  lharing  her  fate.  The  18th  of  April  the 
Glafgow,  a  twenty-gut)  (hip,  hoided  the  fignal  for  all  matters  of 
merchant- (hips  to  come  on  board,  where  the  admiral  had  his  flag 
hoifled,  to  know  how  many  of  his  people  we  had  fijved  amongfl  ui 
and  to  deliver  them  up.  By  the  ihen  lift  it  appeared  that  the  admi- 
ral, captain  Peyton,  and  about  two  bundled  and  fifty-  three  men,  were 
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noticed  than  as  having  been,  on  the  22dofOfloberi762, 
advanced  to  be  vice*admiral  of  the  white.  He  died,  on 
the  ill'  of  January  1769,  of  one  of  the  molt  grievous 
maladies  that  afflicts  the  human  race,  a  cancer  in  his 
face. 

CAMPBELL,  William,  — was,  at  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1740,  commander  of  the  Scipio  firelhip.  He 
was  advanced  from  thence,  on  the  26th  of  April  1741,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Sapphire  frigate,  of  forty  guns.  He 
was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  on  the  Irifh  ftation. 
In  the  following  year  a  charge  was  preferred  again  ft 
him  for  mifconduct  in  leaving  his  Ration  without  orders, 
and  ill-treatment  to  his  officers.  He  was  in  confequence 
brought  to  a  court-martial,  and  fenteneed  to  be  difmifled 
the  fervice,  to  which  he  was  never  again  reftored.  He 
retired  to  Scotland,  his  native  country,  and  died  there  on 
the  27th  of  October  1755. 

CHEAP,  David,  —  was  promoted,  by  commodore 
Anfon,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of 
the  Trial  (loop  of  war,  on  the  3d-of  November  1740. 
He  was  advanced  by  the  fame  gentleman  to  be  captain  of 
the  Wager  on  the  19th  of  February  1740,  as  fuccelTor 
to  captain  Murray,  who  was  promoted  to  the  Pearl.  The 
diflrefles  encountered  by  the  fquadron  in  its  pallage  round 
Cape  Horn,  have  been  already  related  at  fome  length  in 
the  memoirs  of  Mr.  Anfon :  thefe  were  not  felt  by  any 
(hip  more  feverely  than  bv  the  Wager.  Captain  Cheap, 
who,  whatever  trivial  failings  may  be  advanced  againft 
him  by  the  virulence  and  injuftice  of  his  enemies,  mult 
certainly  be  admitted,  by  the  moft  violent  of  them,  to 
have  polfefled  the  greateft  activity  and  zeat  for  the  fervice 
of  his  country.  He  was  expofed  in  the  (hip  leaft  capable 
of  any  in  the  fquadron  to  refill  the  violence  of  fuch  a 
continued  and  tremendous  tempeft ;  nevcrthelefs,  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  confequence  the  Wager  was  of  to  the 
expedition,  having  on  board  all  the  (tores,  cannon  and 
ammunition,  ncceuary  to  any  land  operation,  he  exerted 
himfelf  to  the  utmolt  to  keep  company  with  the  fquadron, 
though,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  he  was  fo  ill 
as  to  be  almoft  incapable  ot  quitting  his  cabin. 

On  the  8th  oF  April  the  Wager  loft  her  mizen-maft. 
In  about  tea  days  afterwards  the  parted  company  with 
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the  commodore,  and  every  fhip  in  the  fquadron.  Tlie 
tempeituous  weather  ft  ill  continued  with  unabated  violence: 
the  (hip  was  reduced  to  a  mere  wreck,  and  the*  crow  fa 
debilitated  by  ficknefs  and  thefcurvy,  that  by  the  begin- 
ning of  May  there  were  fcarcely  twenty  perfons  capable  of 
duty.  To  add,  if  poflible,  to  their  diftrefs,  captain 
Cheap,  on  the  (hip's  tailing  in  with  the  land  on  the  13th 
of  May,  exerting  himfelf  to  work  the  (hip  off  the  fhore, 
bad  the  misfortune  to  fall  and  dillocate  his  (boulder,  an 
accident  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  keeping  the 
deck,  or  any  longer  encouraging  the  people  by  his  prefence 
and  example.  At  this  time  all  the  crew  capable  of 
fervice  amounted  only  to  twelve  perfons,  officers  included ; 
and,  as  it  might  have  been  thought,  to  conclude  at  once 
their  fufferings,  at  half  part  four  o'clock  on -the  morning 
of  the  14th  of  May,  the  (hip  {truck  upon  a  funken  rock : 
from  this  the  luckily  beat  off,  but  in  a  very  fbgr.t  time 
afterwards  ftruck  and  grounded  between  two  fmalFiflands, 
a  fpot  to  which,  as  it  is  elfewhere  wiuh  -much  truth 
remarked,  they  were  providentially  driven,  for  tlte  fafety 
of  their  lives,  as  few  other  fituations  could  have  been 
found  in  which  the  people  could  have  been  prefervedfrom 
initen'.  deftniciion- 

Soon  as  day- light  appeared,  which  was  quickly 
after  the  above  fatal  accident  took  place,  the  boats  were 
launched  over  the  (hip's  fide,  .and  the  barge  fent  on  fliore 
for  the  purpofe.of  difcovering  whether  the  place  was  in- 
habited, which  was  quiqkly  found  not  to  be  the  cafe. 
Happily  for  captain  Cheap,  and  the  miferable  remains  of 
his  unfortunate  though  meritorious  crew,  the  (hip  did  not 
go  to  pieces  for  a  very  conliderable  time  after  her  being 
{banded,  fo  that  a  great 'quantity  of  ptovifions  and 
Other  necelTaries  were  preferred,  without  which  they  mint 
all  have  inevitably  perilhed-  immediately  on  the  lofs  of 
the  Ship,  notwithstanding  the  very  diftrefled  (ituation  of 
the  people.,  a;ftene  of  anarchy  and  confufiqn  took  place 
among  the  crew,  owing  to  an  idea  at  that  time  prevalent, 
that  in  cafes  of  wreck  all  command  ceafed;  nor  could 
regularity  and  order  have  been  reftored  except  by  the 
moft  fpirited  exertions  of  captain  Cheap  and  fome  few  of 
the  principal  officers,  who  remained  faithful  and  true  to 
him.  Among  .the  chief  and  principal  exciters  of  tbjfs 
2  mutiny 
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mutiny  and  diftcrbance,  was  a  fellow  of  the  name  of 
Cozens,  who,  though  of  a  very  mean  family  in  the  county 
of  Somcrfet,  had,  through  the  intereft  of  fome  friendsj 
been  introduced  into  the  naval  fervice  as  >  mid- 
fbipman.  This  perfon  had,  on  many  occa  lions,  behaved 
not  only  with  the  mutt  intolerable  infolence  to  the  captain, 
for  which  he  was  at  one  time  very  defer vedly  put  in  con- 
finement, but  hacfaftually  endeavoured  to  render  the  fini- 
ation  of  his  unhappy  fellow-fufferers  dill  more  defperate 
than  it  naturally  was,  by  embezzling  fome  of  the  ftores 
which  were  faved,  and  deftroying  others.  On  the  10th  of 
June,  nearly  a  month  after  the  lofs  of  the  fhip,  one  of 
the  men,  on  what  account  is  not  particularly  mention- 
ed, had  his  allowance  of  wine  flopped :  this  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  Cozens,  who  had  for  fome  days  very  im- 
pudently taken  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  a  reformer,  he 
immediately  went  to  the  purfer  and  demanded  the  reafon. 
That  gentleman  conceiving  the  behaviour  of  Cozens  as 
the  prelude  to  a  mutiny,  discharged  a  piflol  at  him,  which 
was  prevented  from  taking  effeft  by  the  cooper  having 
canted  the  purfer's  elbow  at  the  inftant  it  went  off. 
Captain  Cheap  hearing  the  difturbance,  ran  out  of  his 
tent  with  a  cocked  piftol,  and,  when  in  the  aft  of  coming 
out,  being  informed,  by  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  that 
Cozens  was  endeavouring  to  raife  a  mutiny,  he,  perhaps 
with  rather  too  much  precipitation,  difcharging  his  piftol 
at  the  offender,  the  ball  from  which  lodged  in  his  cheek. 
This  aft,  for  we  know  not  how  to  call  it  accident,  proved 
the  caufe  of  much  fubfequent  mifery  to  the  fcarcely  more 
happy  furvivors. 

Cozens  died  on  the  14th  day:  and  as  perform  of  his 
character  fcarcely  fail  of  being  what  is  called  popular 
among  thofe  of  the  loweft  rank,  fo  did  the  mifcreant's 
death  rather  encreafe  than  allay  the  turbulent  diftatisfac- 
tion  of  his  adherents,  who  were  bafe  enough,  without  the 
fmalleft  regard  to  truth,  to  infill  that  the  neglect  fliewn  to 
him  after  being  wounded,  in  confequence  of  the  captain's 
interference  and  influence,  was  as  much  the  caufe  of  his 
death  as  the  wound  itfelf.  Captain  Cheap  was  a  man  of 
confiderable  ability  as  a  feaman,  and  to  his  maritime 
knowlege  added  a  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  country, 
which  it-is  not,  perhaps,  palling  too  great  an  encomium 
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on,  to  fay,  it  has  never  been  exceeded.  The  (hip  he 
commanded  was  the  rtorr.lhip  of  the  fquadron  ;  the  artil- 
lery, ammunition,  and  other  articles  neceffary  for  the  in- 
tended enterprise  againlt  Bald  i  via  were  on  board  her: 
this  confide  ration  induced  the  captain  to  combat  every 
difficulty  and  diftrefs  previous  to  the  lofs  of  the  (hip, 
knowing  well  that,  without  his  junction  with  the  com- 
modore, the  principal  intention  of  the  expedition  muft  be 
fruft rated.  The  fame  degree  of  fpirit  induced  him  after- 
wards to  {train  every  nerve,  by  his  influence  over  the 
people,  and  by  a  molt  exemplary  difplay  of  his  own  per  - 
fonal  intrepidity,  in  hopes  of  inducing  them  to  attempt 
joining  the  commodore  at  the  illand  of  Juan  Femandes, 
the  feCond  rendezvous,  well  knowing  that  a  reinforce- 
ment of  fo  many  men  in  tolerable  health,  which  they 
had  wonderfully  recovered  after  being  put  on  more, 
even  in  that  inhofpi  table  climate,  mult  be  a  confiderable 
acquisition  to  a  force  originally  weak,  and  now  much,  as 
he  truly  fuppofed,  diminilhed  by  ficknefs. 

The  preliminary  meafure  to  fobold  and  enterprifing  an 
undertaking  was  lengthening  the  (hip's  long  boat,  fo  that 
it  might  be  able  to  convey  thither  the  people,  amounting  in 
number  to  upwards  of  one  hundred,  with  the  provifions 
neceuary  for  their  fupport  during  the  paflage:  but  the 
fatal  accident  we  have  juft  had  occafton  to  recount,  en- 
creafedthedifturbances  among  the  people  to  fuch  an  height, 
that  they  at  length  peremptorily  refufed  to  obey  their  com- 
mander; and  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  his  propofal,  de- 
termined on  attempting,  as  foon  as  the  boat  ihould  be  com- 
pleted, to  return  baqk  through  the  ftreights  of  Magellan. 

A  formal  refolution  to  this  effect  was  entered  into  on 
the  2d  of  Augult,  and  ligned  by  the  gunner,  carpenter, 
matter,  boatfwain,  many  of  the  petty  officers,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  crew,  fome  engaging  through  affection 
to,  and  fome  through  fear  of  the  malcontents.  The  long 
boat  being  completed  in  the  bed  manner  circumffances 
would  admit  of,  was  launched  on  the  1 2th  of  October,  at 
day  light,  and  called  the  Speedwell.  Three  or  four  days 
before  this  time,  captain  Cheap,  together  with  lieutenant 
Hamilton  of  the  land-forces,  his  brave  his  faithful  friend 
and  adherent,  were  put  under  an  arreft  by  captain  Pem- 
beiton  of  the  marines,  fupported  by  Mr.  Beans,  who  had 
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been  the  lieutenant  of  the  (hip.  This  very  extraordinary, 
and  unwarrantable  conduft  towards  the  former  was  jufti- 
fled  on  the  frivolous  paltry  charge  of  his  having  been- 
guiity  of  murder  in  (hooting  Cozens ;  and  againft  the  Jat-. 
ter  on  no  other  pretext  than  his  having,  on  all  occa  lions,' 
firmly  efpouTed  the  caufe  of  his  commanding  officer* 
Nevcrthelefs,  when  the  long  boat  was  about  to  depart,  it 
was  agreed  to  letve  him  br.hind,  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  th» 
furgeon,  and  eight  defeners  who  had  quitted  their  compani- 
ons foun  after  the  lofs  of  the  Ihip,  and  to  give  them  the  pin- 
nace, with  fourteen  pieces  of  beef,  as  many  of  pork,  and  one7 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds  of  flour  for  (heir  fupport.  Thia 
party  was  afterwards  joined  by  feveral  other  ieceders  from 
the  main  body,  among  which  were  the  honourable  Mr. 
Byron,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  midfhipmen.  By  thefe  means 
their  number  was  at  laft  encreafed  to  twenty ;  and  the  barge 
alfo  was  left  with  them  for  their  conveyance. 

The  long  boat  put  to  fea  and  left  them  about  the  middle 
of  October ;  but  captain  Cheap  and  his  companions  did 
not  fet  out  for  Chiloe,  the  moll  fouthern  of  the  SpajiiJh 
fettle  mem  s  on  that  coaft,  and'  confequently  the  neareft 
where  they  could  expect  any  effectual  relief,  till  the  i  <jth. 
of  December.  After  having  in  vain  combated  all  the 
dangers  of  that  tempeftuous  Tea  for  nearly  two  months, 
they  were  obliged  to  put  back  to  the  defolate  fpot  from 
whence  they  had  fet  out :  hut  a  party  of  Indians  coming 
in  there  about  a  fortnight  after  their  arrival,  their  chief, 
or  cacique,  was  prevailed  on  to  undertake  conducting 
them  northward  in  their  barge,  on  condition  of  being 
rewarded  with  it  for  his  trouble. 

Their  number,  now  reduced  to  thirteen,  accordingly 
embarked,  attended  by  the  Indians  in  two  canoes: 
but  after  they  had  proceeded  fome  way  on  their  voyage, 
captain  Cheap,  with  the  reft  of  the  officers,  having 
gone  on  more  in  the  hope  of  procuring  a  Amply  of 
provifions,  the  men  left  in  the  barge  took  that  opportu- 
nity of  abandoning  them,  and  failing  away.  The  Indian 
chief  was  at  this  time  abfent,  having  got  out  to  kill  leal; 
and  on  his  return,  though  the  barge,  which  was  to  have 
been  his  reward,  was  gone,  he  was  neverthelefs  prevailed 
on  to  fulfil  his  engagement  to  the  mifcrable  remnant  left 
behind,  confuting  only  of  captain  Cheap,  lieutenant  Ha- 
milton, Mr.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Byron.    This  compli- 
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arice,  Irowever,  was  not  the- mere  wfult  of  compaflionr  * 
fowling-piece,  belonging  to  Mr.  Byron,  and  fome  trifles 
sontributed  by  the  captain,  induced  their  guide  10  pro-i 
ceed  with  them  to  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  where,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  unable  to  proceed1,  having  been  left  under  the 
Veft  Indian  case  that  country  afforded,  the  remainder 
arrived  in  fafety  after  experiencing  almoft  every  difficulty: 
and  fpecies  of  flirftring  that  the  human  body,  was  capable 
of  undErgotagv  wrfhout  ad  abfolute  extinction  of  life. 

h  was  the  month  of  June,  thirteen  months  after  the 
fcfs  of  the  Clip,  ere  they  reached  Chiloe.  The  weather 
Wis  uncommonly  feVere,  the  ground  covered  to  a  great 
depth  with  fnow  :  it  nevertheiefs  appeared  to  the  diltrefledr 
travellers  a  paradife,  compared  to  the  defart  coaft  which; 
♦hey  had  been  fc  long  accuftomed  to  »  and  the  BOM  inhabit 
tnnts  received  them  with  all  the  nefpitality.  tfteir  ewrr 
wretched  Mate  would  permit' them  to  display.  Captaia 
Cheap  and  his  companions  were  very  foon  afterwards 
conveyed  to  Caftro,  a  large  Spanifh  town  at  feme  diftance, 
and  from  thence  to  Chace.  Here  they-  were  again 
joined  by  Mr.  Hamilton,,  who-  was  brought  forward  by  at 
party  of  men  lent  to  the  foutfrward,  by  the  governor,  for 
that  purpofc.'  Oit  the  2tfof  jkhuary  1742-3,  they,  air 
embarked-  on  board  a  fftip  which  annually  fails  from 
Chiloe  to  Lima,  and,  after  a  palhtge  of  fix  days,  arrive* 
fare  at  Valparaiso,,  a  port  in  Chili,  where  they  were  again 
landed.  After  a  fray  of  fome  days,  captain  Cheap  and 
Mr.  Hamilton,  having  prererved'theircommiffions,  were 
known  to  be  officers,  and  were  conducted  to  St.  Jago,  the 
capital  of  the  province.  They  continued  at  this  placo 
feme  time,  during  which  they  were  treated  with  the  utmoft 
hefprtality and  attention;' and  the  captain,  Mr.  Hamilton* 
together  with  Mr.  Byrori,  by  whom  they  had  been  joined 
feme  time  before,  embarked,  on  the  20th  of  December 
1744,  in  a  French  fhip  bound  from  Lima  to  Spain; 
and,  without  experiencing  any  remarkable  accident  or 
occurrence,  came  to  an  anchor,  in  Breft  road,  on  the  27th- 
of  Oftober  >74J.  They  afterwards  got  on  board  a 
Dutch  dogger,  the  captain  of  which  engaged  to  land  them 
at  Dover';  but,  as  if  inconvenience  and  difappointment 
were  deftined  to- attend  them  to  the  laft  moment  of  this 
perilous  and  tuTaftrwus  voyage,  they  would;  have  been,  a* 
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is  reported  in  Mr.  Byron'i  narrative,  treachet  oettly  fet  on 
fhore  in  France,  had  ihey  not  been  fortunate  enough  to 
fall  in  with  the  Squirrel  frigate,  which  takingthem  on  board 
put  a  period  to  this  fcene  of  mifery  by  landing  them 
in  England. 

Captain  Cheap  arrived  in  London  on  the  14th  of  March 
iy-6,  and  was  toon  afterwards  appointed  captain  of  the 
Lark  ;  in  which  veffei,  being  ordered  out  on  a  cruife,  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  large  and  valuable  Spa- 
niih  prize  off"  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  being  then  in  com- 
pany with  captain  Charles  Saunders.  After  his  return 
from'  this  fucccfsful  expedition  we  do  not  believe  him  to 
have  gone  to  lea,  or  held  any  command,  at  lead,  we  do 
not  find  any  mention  made  of  him  in  the  fervice.  On 
the  14th  ot  September  1748,  he  married  a  widow  lady, 
named  Brown,  belonging  to  York.  He  had  not,  however, 
the  happinefs  of  long  enjoying  this  peaceable  repofe,  from 
thofe  lingular  and  trying  fatigues  he  had  encountered  in 
the  fervice,  dying  ob  the  21ft  of  July  175a. 

COCKBURN,  George,— was  promoted  from  the  rank 
of  lieutenant,  to  be  commander  of  the  Drake  (loop  of  war 
in  March  1741.  He  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Gibral- 
tar on  the  nth  of  June  1741 :  this  frigate  was  one  of 
thofe  attached  to  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  fir  Joint 
Norris,  who  ordered  him,  in  the  month  of  July,  to  ac- 
company captain  Harrifon,  in  the  Argyle,  on  the  little 
expedition  he  had  planned,  and  with  fo  much  gallantry 
executed  againft  the  Spaniards,  the  particulars  of  which 
have  beea  already  given  at  fome  length  in  his  memoirs  *. 
In  what  particular  lervices  he  was  employed,  from  this 
time  till  the  month  of  June  174.2,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  the  Medway  of  fixty  guns,  does  not  appear.  In  this 
flrip  he  very  gallantly  fupportcd  captain  Windham  in 
attacking  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  as  already  related  in 
the  lifcol  that  gentleman  t;  butowing  to  fome  di (agreement 
with  captain  Windham  rcfpec"Ung  the  cruife,  he  thought 
proper,  on  bis  return  to  England,  to  refign  his  command, 
and  was  not  appointed  to  any  other  (hip  during  the 
war ;  after  the  cunclufion  of  which  he  was  made  cap- 
tain of  the  Glory,  00  the  African  Aation.  Being  a  per* 
fou  of  great  intereft,  the  Yarmouth,  a  third  rate  of  fixty- 

*  VW*  ml.  v.  p.  so.  t  Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  aft. 
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four  guns,  and  at  that  tine  a  guardlhip  at  Chatham,  was 
referred  for  Him  againft  his  return,  captain  Pallifer  being 
appointed  to  command  her  in  the  interim.  Captain 
Cock  burn  had  lone  been  in  the  habit  of  frequently  re- 
queuing leave  of  amence;  and  the  board  of  admiralty, ' 
wearied  at  lengthwith  felicitations  which  it  was  extremely 
injurious  to  the  difcipline  of  the  fen  ice  to  comply  Hfch, 
fignified  to  him  at  lad  that  he  was  not  to  expect  any  farther 
indulgence  i  he,  in  confequence,  immediately  refigned  his 
command.  This  happened  early  in  1755,  juit  after  which 
time  the  guardlhips  were  ordered  to  complete  their  comple- 
ments for  ferVice.  He  immediately  applied  for  a  (hip,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  Naflau,  a  third  rate  alfo,  but  very  infe- 
rior to  the  Yarmouth  in  fixe,  weight  of  guns,  Sec.  In  this 
veflel  he  made  only  one  cruifc,  and  another  officer  was  ap- 
pointed, to  command  the  ihip  pro  temftre  \  but  on  its  being, 
ordered  on  foreign  fervice  he  again  thought  proper  to  refign. 
On  the  aid  of  June,  1755,  he  was  appointed  extra-corn- 
miflioner  of  the  navy;  and  in  December  following  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  comptroller.  He  continued 
in  this  Ration  till  the  time  of  his  death,  an  event  which 
happened*  on  the  loth  of  July  1770,  at  Brighthelmftone. 
Mr.  Hardy  imagines  him  to  nave  retired  on  a  pennon  in 
1769,  but  in  this  circumftancc  he  is  evidently  mi  ft a ken. 

COLEBY,  Charles,— was  a  lieutenant  belonging,  in 
the  year  4740,  to  one  of  the  (hips  on  the  Jamaica  ftation, 
under  the  command  of  vice-admiral  Vernon;  who  pro- 
moted him,  previous  to  his  tailing  on  the  expedition 
againft  Can  hagena,  to  be  commander  of  the  Eleanor  fire- 
(hip.  He'  was  advanced,  by  the  fame  admiral,  on  the 
12th  of  January  1740-1,  to  be  captain  of  the  Boyne, 
under  commodore  Leftock,  who  hoifted  his  broad  pendant 
on  board  as  commander  of  one  of  the  divilions  of  the  fleet. 
He  in  all  probability  returned  to  Europe  with  Mr.  Leftock, 
as  we  do  hot  find  any  other  mention  made  of  him  till  June 
1742,  when  he  was  appointed  10  the  Falmouth.  ■  In  this 
ihip  he  continued  a  confiderablc  time  being  ordered  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  where  he  ferved  with  the  greateft.  reputation 
under  ftr  Chaloner  Ogle.  In  June  1744,  he  was 
fent,  with  captain  Knight  of  the  St.  Alban's,  to  demand 
restitution  from  the  governor  of  Porto  Bello,  of  a  Britilh 
veflel  which  had  been  feized  and  carried  in  there,  though 
trading  under  a  Spanish  pafs.  The  particulars  of  this 
tranf- 
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tranfaciion,  as  well  as  of  the  fpiritcd  behaviour,  of  theft 
two  gcndeirien,  have  been  already  given  at  fome  length 
in  the  'memoirs  of  captain  Knight*.  He  returned  to 
England  in  the  month  of  May  1 74-5,  having,  previous 
to  his  departure  from  the  Wed  Indies,  been  removed 
'  into  the 'Experiment  frigate,  and  Tent  home  exprefs  by  lie 
Chaloner  Ogle,  whofe  arrival  he  only  preceded  two  or  three 
days.  He  fat  immediately  afterwards  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial,  held  onboard  the  Sand- 
wich! at  Portfmouth,  on  the  17th  of  June,  for  the  trial  of 
captain  Green,  commander  of  the  Lizartl  floop. 

In  1746  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  coiirt-mar- 
tial  held  for  the  trials  of  the  admirals  Leftock  and 
Mathews ;  but,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  we  do  not  find 
any  mention  made  of  him  as  a  captain  in  actual  fervice, 
after  his  quitting  the  Experiment,  till  the  year  1755  j 
when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Torbay,  a  ftiip  of 
feventy-four  guns,  equipped  at  Chatham  in  confequence 
of  the  rupture  which  was  daily  expt&.d  to  take  place 
with  France.  The  Torbay  was  very  foon  afterwards 
Tent,  under  Mr.  Bofcawcn,  to  North  America,  and  was 
taken  by  that  admiral  for  his  flag-fhip,  Mr.  Coleby  ferving 
as  his  captain.  In  the  following  year  he  quitted  the  fervice 
as  a  naval  commander,  being  appointed,  on  June  22, 
commiffioner  refidem  at  Gibraltar,  with  a  falary  of  toool. 
ptr  annum.  He  retained  thit  office  till  the  conclufion  of 
the  war,  and  the  confequeot  recal  to  England  of  nearly 
all  the  (hips  on  that  ftation,  rendered  its  continuance  un- 
neceffary.  He  retired,  in  the  year'1763,  on  a  penfion  of. 
400 1.  a  year,  as  a  fuperannuated  commiflioner,  and  en- 
joyed that  honourable  teftimonv  of  his  paft  fcrvices  tilt 
his  death,  which  took  place  on  the  oth of  February  177a. 

DANpRlDGE/William.^Thc  firjl  information  we 
have  relative  to  this  gentleman  is,  that,  in  1740,  he  was 
commander  of  the  Wolf,  afmall  floop  of  war  on  the  Ame- 
rican Ration,  and  was  prefenf  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  at 
the  fruitless  attack  made  on  the  (own  of  St.  Auguilinc,  by 
general  Oglethorpe.  Not  long  after  its  failure  he  was 
lent  tothe  well  Indies  with  orders  to  Join  Mr.  Vernon. 
He   attended   that   admira)   on    his  expedition    againft 

■  *  See  vol.  i*.  p.  09s-  Sop?  Kcoynu  nuke  (he  name  of  ibt 
Itfgeft  prise  to  hire  been  the  Couiliandcin,  inflttd  of  |ke  TiintrUne, 
mtftned  io  the  life  of  captiin  Knight. 

F3  Cartha- 
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Carthagena,  but  was  detached  ahead  of  the  fleet  for  the 
purpoie  of  reconnoitering  Port  Louis.  He  rejoined  the 
admiral  witfi  ah  account  of  his  having  difcovtred  nineteen 
fail  Of large  (hips  in  that  harbour,  one  of  them  with  a  flag 
at  the  main- top- maft  head,  and  a  fecond  with  a  broad 
pendant  flying.  An  immediate  fignal  was  accordingly- 
made  for  the  Hag-officers  and  generals  to  aflembje ;  and. 
the  information  received  being  communicated  to  them,  it 
was  unanitrtoufly  agreed  to  fleer  for  the  ifle  of  VacheK  as. 
■well  for  the  purpofe  of  obferving  the  motions,  of  the, 
French,  as  of  procuring  more  perfect  intelligence  of  their 
force  and  particular  deflinatioiv  On  the  1 2th  of  February 
the  greater  part  of  the  fleet  came  to  an  .anchor  under  the. 
jfland  abovementioned,  two  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  Port 
Louis ;  and  it  was  foon  found  that  captain  Dand  ridge  had 
been  deceived  by  the  thick  haze,  through  the  medium,  of 
which  he  had  made  "his  pfefcrvjt  ions. 

Erroneous  as  hu  report  was,  he  was  not  in  any  degree' 
•  jjeemed  rcprehenfi^Iefor  the  miftake,  but  on  the  19th  of 
trie  fame  month  was  promoted,  hy  Mr.  Vernon,  to  be 
captain  of  the  South  Sea  Caltle. .  He  does  not,  neverthe- 
lfcfs,  appear  to  have  been  confirmed  in  that  command,  by 
the  board  of  admiralty,  till  the.  month  of  November  fol- 
lowing. No  mention  is  made  of  .his  fervices  during  thei" 
time  he  continued  in  this  (hip,  except  that  he  was,  about 
the  month  of  May,  ordered  to  America ;  and  in  the  month 
of  July  was  fent  from  Virginia  *  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia, 
where  general  Oglethorpe  was  then  vigoroully  attacked  by 
the  Spaniards.  We  do  not  find  any  other  mention  what- 
ever made  of  him  till  the  year  1744,  when,  in  the  month 
of  July,  having  previoufty  returned  to  England,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Mary  galley,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty 
guns.  .  We  are  totally  ignorant  of  any  other  particular 
concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  in,  England  on  the 
jjth  of  October  174?. 

DENNIS,  Henry,— was,intheearlyp.artoftheyear  1740, 
commander  of  One  of  the  fmall  veflels  attached  tQ'ibe  fleet 

,  *  There  ii  fqa>£,  but  not. pofitivt  reafon  la  fuppofc  diitgcutki 
1SUI  commanded  tbe  Tilbury,  of  fixty  gum,  at  ibe  lime,  thai  Ihip 
m*>  uufonunaiely  burnt,  at  Navaffa,  in  the  mooth  at S*ptimber tytt ; 
if  To,  be  bad,  in  all  probability,  iccuv«<Vthit  aHWiutawat  aibort  timtr 
before,  on  tbe  indifpofiiiemof  «apl*iaOenik  wb-p  bad  prrwp»%.«»" 
niamkd  tbatveflel.    «■■'•■■-., 
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under  vice-admiral  Vernon  •,  by  whom  he  was  promoted, 
on  the  6th  of  June  j  741,  to  be  caotain  of  the  Experiment, 
at  fealt  that  date  is  affigned  to  his  £rft  commiffion  as  a 
captain  in  all  the  lifts  of  .the  navy  we  have  feen  1  neverthe- 
Ws,  his  name  is  given  as  commander  of  the  ^trombolp 
■firerhip,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1745,  a  ftafion 
Which,  according  to  the  .regulations  of  the  navy  at  that 
'time,  did  not  give  rank  as  a  poft  captain.  We  have  ndt 
^Kcn  able,  after  the  ftrifteft  fearch;  to'collea  any  other 
particulars  concerning  him,  except  that  he  was  out  on  the 
luperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear- 
admiral  on  the  39th  of  September  1757,  and  died  in  the 
cou rTe  of  the  year  47*7. 

DILKE,  William.— The  firft  intelligence  we  have  of  ' 
this  gentleman  commences  in  the  year  1 737 ;  he  was  the* 
lieutenant  of  the  Berwick  under  captain  Sol  guard,  but 
did  not  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean,  being  left  behind 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  promoted,  as  he-  was  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  to  be  commander  of  the  Hound  Hoop. 
He  was  appointed  captain  of  the  St.  George,  a  fecond 
rate,  then  equipping  at  Portfmouth,  on:  the  ifitn  of  January 
1740-1.  He  toon  afterwards  removed  intothe  Naflau,  one 
of  the  (hip  that  went  out  with  Mr.  Lcftock  to  reinforce 
admiral  Haddock.  He  afterwards  changed  to  go. home  itt 
the  Winchefter.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  till 
-fhe  beginning  of  the  year  1 743-4,  when  he  commanded 
the  Chichefter,  and  was  ordered  out,  in  company  with  the 
Boyne,  of  eighty  guns,  to  join  the  Mediterranean  fleet 
under  admiral  Mathews,  whom  he  fell  in  with  the  day 
before  the  a&ion  took  place  with  the  French  and  Spanira 
fleets  t.  His  conduct  on  that  eccafion  was  deemed  fo  re> 
prehenfible,  that,  although  no  apparent  notice  was  taken 
of  it  %  for  fome  time,  andhewas  not  complained  of  by  the 

"*  He  whom  oF  the  commanders  lent,  during  the  fiege  «f  Cartha- 
fptw,  *»  attack  the  Barradcra  battery,  mulct  tne  orders  of  caatalu 
Warfsa. 

+  On  the  death  of  Mr.  RuSel  be  waa  appointed,  by  roe  admiral,  ta> 
Mnmtd  the  Namur  a*  ail  captain;  and  when  Mr.  Mathews  rcfigned 
the -command,  he  removed  into  the  Revenge,  of  fixiy-foui  gun). 

J  He  was  himself  ont  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  aflcaib- 
Jed  on  board  the  Torbay,  at  Pott  Mahon,  for  the  trial  of  captain 
Richard  Noma,  who  had  commanded  toe  EiTex  in  theToulou  cngagf 
swnt,  and  was  heavily  (barged  with  mi  Icon  duel. 

F4  com- 
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commander-in-chief,  he  was  oneoft.hr:  officers  named,  inthe 
houfe  of  commons,  in  their  jiddrefs  to  his  majefty,  re- 
fuelling him  to  canfe  a  legal  enquiry  to  be  inftituted  rela- 
tive to  their  behaviour. 

L  He  ww  accordingly  brought  to  trial,  at  Deptfoid,  and 
Sentenced,  on  the  5th  of  December  1745,  tobccafliiered, 
bfiing  at  the  fame  time  declared  incapable  of  holding  any 
fubfequent naval  commiflion.  Thppunifljmeni  wis,  how- 
ever, afterwatds  remitted  fo  far,  that  he  was  reftored  to  his 
Jialf-pay.  It  is  aUnou  needlefs  to  obferve,  we  have  no- 
thing farther  to  record  of  him,  except  that  he  died  on  the 
.30th  of  May  1756. 

DRAPER,  John,  —  was,  about  the  year  174.0,  com- 
mander of  a  floop  of  war,  called  the  Wolf,  at  that  time 
employed  on  the  Weft  India  Ration.  In  this  veffel  he 
was  call  away  when  on  his  paifage  from  thence  to  Eng- 
land ;  but  he  himfelf  with  t.hc  greater  part  of  his  crew 
.being  taken  up  by  the  marquis  d'Antin,  tie  was,  not  long 
after  his  return  from  France,  re-appointed  to  a  fecond 
floop  of  the  fame  name.  He  is  other  wjfe  only  noticed  as 
having  been  appointed  captain  of  the  Adventure  on  the 
8th  of  September  1741.  Being  foon  afterwards  ordered 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  died  there  on  the  17th  of  July 


"&US,  • 


,  William. — This  gentleman  is  nearly  in  the 
fame  predicament  with  the  officers  before- mentioned. 
He  was  appointed  commander  of  the  Drake  floop  of  war 
early  in  the  year  1741 ;  from  this  veflul  he  was,  on  the 
J9th  of  February  following,  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Gofpojt,  a  fourth  rate  of  forty  guns,  newly  re-built ; 
and  being  foon  afterwards  ordered  to  New  York,  died 
there  °n  the  13th  of  June  174.2. 

ELTON,  Jacob,— was,  on  the  28th  of  December 
I74Xt  appointed  captain  of  the  Deal  Caflle  frigate.  This 
velfel  we  find  to  have  been  employed,  during  the  enfuing 
fuinmer,  as  a  crtiifer  off  the  coaft  of  Spain.  He  par- 
ticularly   diftinguifhed     himfelf   in    a    little    defultory 

1  *  In  feme  accounlt  he  ii  hid  to  have  commanded  the  Revenge 
about  the  end  of  the  year  1 74a,  and  to  have  captured  a  very  valuable 
Dutch  vi-ffe!  which  he  detected  in  trading  with  the  Spaniard!  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  Ii  appears,  however,  very  doubtful  whether  he  rca% 
W»  captain  of  the  veflel  aboye- mentioned. 

entei* 
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enterprise  ■  he  was  concerned  in,  with  the  earl  of 
Northefk,  againft  the  town  of  Vigo,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  be  found  in  his  lordlmji's  life,  he  having 
*  been  the  fenior  or  commanding  officw.  He  was  after- 
wards promoted  to  the  Angleica,  of  forty  guns :  in 
which  fliip  he  was,  early  in  the  year.  174c,  Rationed  as  a 
cruifer  in  the  Channel.  On  the  39th  of  March  he  un- 
happily fell  in  with  a  French  privateer,  called  the  Apollo, 
commanded  by  a  captain  fielleiuc.  Its  force  is,  in  many 
accounts,  Stated  as  much  Superior  to  that  of  the  AngleSca, 
being  called  a  (hip  of  fifty- four  guns  and  five  hundred  men. 
Several  unlucky  coinciding  circumftances  contributed  to 
encreafethe  advantage  the  enemy  naturally  pofiefied  in  point 
of  force :  the  Apollo  fo  nearly  rcfembled  a  British-  (hip  of 
war  which  was  known  to  be  entiling,  that  the  miftake 
was  not  discovered  till  (he  began  to  fire  on  the  Anglefea. 
The  {hip  was  not  cleared  for  a&ion  ;  the  crew  weak,  and 
far  from  well -disciplined  ;  the  confufion  into  which  every 
perfon  on  board  was  thrown  by  an  occurrence  unforefeerj 
and  totally  unexpected,  all  tended  to  facilitate  the  enemy's 
conqueft.  This  appears  to  have  been  principally  owing 
to  a  fatal  Security  into  which  captain  Elton  had  Suffered 
Mmfelf  to  be  betrayed  by  a  total  want  of  information ;  but 
though  that  Security  is  certainly  extremely  reprehenfible, 
as  militating  moil  Strongly  againit  thofe  principles  of  pru- 
dence and  caution,  which  mould  induce  every  commander 
to  confider  every  Ship  he  fees  as  an  enemy,  till  he  is  po- 
sitively convinced  of  the  contrary,  it  certainly  claims  our 
pity  in  Some  little  degree,  and  Should  blunt  the  edge  of  our 
cenfure. 

As  to  captain  Elton,  finding  too  late  his  fatal  error,  he 
exerted  himfelf  with  all  the  activity  that  can  render  the 
character  of  a  man  of  gallantry  moft  truly  reSpe&able,  by 
endeavouring  to  animate  his  crew  to  a  recovery  from  the 
confufion  into  which  they  had  fallen.  His  attempts  were 
ineffectual,  and  he  Jiimfclf,  together  with  his  firlr  lieute- 
nant, paid,  with  their  Jives,  in  the  early  pari  of  the  action, 
the  forfeit  of  their  unhappy  neglect.  The  (hip  itfelf  was 
Surrendered  by  the  Second  lieutenant,  though  not  till,  as  it 
is  faid, Sixty  of  thecrew,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  action, 
confifted  of  only  two  hundred,  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The  lieutenant  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court-martial 
m  the  25th  of  June,  and  condemned  to  be  (hot ;  a  fen- 
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twice  which  w*s  carried  mto  execution  on  the  19m  of 


IS 


FENWICK,  Benjamin,  —  was  promoted  from  the  , 
rank  of  lieutenant  to  he  commander  of  the  ./Etna  firefhip, 
about  the  month  of  March  1740.  Irfthe  month  of  Oc- 
tober foHowing  he  was  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  with  the 
fleet  under-  fir  C.Ogle.  No  partfcolar  mention  is 
■rade  of -him  during  the  fiege  of  Carfhagena;  but  after  the 
tin  fort  no  ate  terminal  ion-of  thatexpeditroTi,  and  the  return 
of  the  fleet  to  Jamaica,  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  June,  pro- 
moted-to  be  captain  of  the  Briftol,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the 
fhips  which  had  arrived  from  England  during  the  abfence 
of  the  fleet ;  and  was  left  behind  at  Port  Royal,  with  other 
fhips,  in  the  month  of  Jury,  under  the  orders  of  commo- 
dore Davers,  when.  Mr.  Vernon  failed  on  his  expedition 
againit  Cuba.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him,  except 
that  he  died  in  England  on  the  14th  of  March  1757. 
:  GODSALVE,  Henry,— was,  in  the -year  1738,  lieu, 
tenant  of  the  Berwick,  to  which  he  was  promoted,  by 
admiral  Haddock,  as  fucceflbr  to  Mr.  Dilke.  He  was  pro- 
moted, early  in  1 741,  to  be  commander  of  the  Salamander 
bomb-ketch  :  he  was  farther  advanced,  on  the  17th  of 
May,  to  be  captain  of  the  Guardland  frigate;  He  conti- 
nued in  this  veflel  till  about-  the  year  17441  when  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Romney.  He  returned  to  England 
at  the  cldfe  of  the  year  laft-mentioned";  when  the  Rom- 
ncy  being  ordered  to  be  difmantled,  and  put  out  of  corii- 
mifllon,  captain  Godfalve  is  believed  never  to  have  held 
any  fubfeouent  command:  In  1748-  he  was  intended  for 
the  Ipfwich,  of  feventy  guns ;  but  peace  being  concluded 
before  -that  thip  was  ready  for  fervice,  no  comrr.iffion 
was  eyfer  made  out.  He  retired  altogether  from  the  line 
of  aAive  fervice,  being  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  with 

*  The  court-martial  art  laid  to  have  been  induced  to  pefs  fo  fevere 
a  fenttiicf.  on  Mr.   Phillips.,  from,  the  rircumflance  of  hit  having 

Suiitcd  [he  deck,  from  a  miflaken  notion  of  duly  and  propriety,  in  the 
ope  of  being  able  to  induce,  by  his  peifualions,  the  furviving  part  of 
die  crew  to  return  10  their  quarters.  Mr.  Hardy'i  lifl,  ai  well  at 
MUmy  others  we  have  feen,  erroneoufly  flate  the  Anglefea  to  have  been 
cipiurcdoo  the  sjth  of  jone,  which  w»«  the  day  feotenee  wtc  paned, 
at  above  ft* ted,  on  Mr.  Fbillip). 
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rant  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  in  the  year  175$. 
He  died  in  England  on  the  ift  of  December  1765. 

GREGORY,  Thomas,— was,  In  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember 1740,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to 
he  commander  of  the  Thunder  bomb-  ketch.  Being  ordered 

3uickly  afterwards  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  was  promoted 
lere  by  Mr.  Vernon,  on  the  7th  of  September  following, 
to  be  captain  of  the  Norwich.  He  continued  in  the  Weft 
Indies  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  17431  when  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  one  of  the  commanders  under  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Knowles,  at  the  expedition  againft  I, a 
Guira.  His  conduct  on  that  occafion  was  deemed  fo 
reprehenfible  by  the  commodore,  who  was  at  particular 
times  rather  captious  in  his  obfervations  on  the  behaviour 
of  thofc  under  his  command,  that  he  not  only  fupcr- 
eeded  him  during  the  adton,  but  complained  of  and  fent 
him  to  England  under  arreft.  He  was  tried  on  the  charge 
'  of  mifbehaviour  before  a  court  mania!,  held  at  Spithead, 
on  the  17th  of  September  1743,  admiral  Stewart  being 
the  pre/ident,  and  fentertced  to  be  difmifled  the  fervice. 

In  1745  Mr.  Vernon,  under  whom  he  had  before 
ferved,  and  probably  was  no  Arranger  to  his  gallantry  and 
good  qualities,  flood  forth  as  his  patron.  He  ferved 
under  that  admiral  for  a  fhort  time  as  a  volunteer,  and 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  exceedingly,  by  his  activity  and 
adroitnefs,  in  reconnoitering  the  French  ports  of  Dunkirk 
and  Calais,  as  well  as  in  procuring  much  collateral  infor- 
mation, relative  to  their  embarkations  on  the  coafl  for  the 
fiipport  of  the  pretender.  Thefe  fervices,  particularly  at 
fo  critical  a  time,  were  fo  acceptable,  that,  fupportea  by 
this  ftrong  claim  to  favour,  ana  the  recommendation  tn* 
Mr.  Vernon,  he  was  once  more  refrored  to  the  fervice, 
and  appointed  captain  of  the  Fotkftone  frigate,  being  ad- 
mitted, by  order  of  council,  to  take  rank  from  the  12th 
of  November  1745;  Some  accounts  make  him  to  have 
fceen  appointed,  in  the  month  of  April  following, 
Captain  of  the  Duke  William,  a  large  fhip  mounting 
fifty  guns:  but  this  circumftance  we  totally  difbe- 
Mc«M.  He;  afterwards  ferved  under  commodore  Mit- 
chel,  who  was  (rationed  with' a  final!  cruifing  fquadron 
off  the  coaft  of  Holland.  While  thus  employed 
he  unhappily  fell  into  fome  difpute  with  the  commodore's 
fecre- 
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feCretary  ",  which  terminating  in  .a  due!,  captairt  Gregory- 
was  unfortunately  killed.  ,  This  event  is  fa+d,  by  Mr,' 
Hardy,  to  have  taken  place  in  1747;  hut  other  accounts" 
ItatB  it  to  have  happened  in  the  preceding  year. 

HAMAR,  Jofeph. — Our  information  relative  to  thU 

Sntlcman  commences  with  his  having  been,  about  the 
ter  end  of  the  year  1740,  commander  ,of  the  Royal 
Efcape,  a  fmall  yacht  mounting  four  guns,  then  Rationed 
at  the  Note  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  men.  On  the 
22d  of  October  1741,  he  was  promoted  to  he  captain  of 
tha  Flamborough  frigate.  Of"  iuch  Uitlc  importance  were 
'  the  different  fervicestin  which  it  was  his  misfortune  to  bo 
employed,  that  we  do  not  find  the  fmalleft  mention  made, 
of  him£,  notwithstanding  we  believe  him  to  have  been 
continually  in  commiffion,  till  the  year  1755,  when  he 
was  captain  of  the  fagle,  of  fixty  guns,  a  guard- fh,ip, 
He  is  faid  to  have  been  fuperfeded  in  that,  command  foe 
tnifconduct ;  but  no  mention  is  made  of  the  particulars.' 
He  was  notwithstanding  retained  on  the  lift  as  a  captain, 
and  in  the  month  of  Q&ober  1 758,  was  put  on  the  fuper- 
annuated  lift  with  the,  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admi- 
ral. He  died  at  Manchester,  where  he  had  for  fome  timet 
vefided,  on  the  1,4th  of  January  1773. 

HAMILTON,  Honourable  John, — was  the-  fecond 
fori  of  James  feventh  earl  of  Abercorn,  and  Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  colonel  John  Plummer,  of  Blakefware,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford.  Having  betaken  himfelf  to  a  naval  life,  he; 
was,  very  early  in.  the  year  174!)  promoted,  to  be  com- 
mander of  the  Seaford  ttrefhip;  and  on  the  10th  of  Fe- 
bruary following  was  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Deal 
Caftle.  No  particular  mention  is  made  of  him  during 
the  time  he  continued  in  this  veflel,  w'h.ich  appears  19 
have  been  only  for  a  fbort  fpace,  a,5,  in  1742,  we  find  him 

— . — . — , — t , 

*  Mr.  George  Tyroevdl,  whp  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  csurt, 
martial  at  Deptford  fur  the  murder,  of  which,  tie  was' acquitted ;  "but 
Being  found  guilty  of  a  itiifdcmcaneur,  was  fentenced  to  two.  year* 
impnlonmcnt  in  (he  marfhalfea,  and  rendered  in  capable,  of  ever  ferv- 
tftE  again  in  the  navy.  .     ri 

-  T  We  do  not  find  any  particular  notice  taken  of  tbetn,  except 
that,  in  1741,  he  was  employed^11  *ne  American  flariap. 

I  Except  his  havrng'been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
convened  tor  tbe  trial  or  the  admirals,  Mathews  aad  Leftc-ck,  in  1746: 
.  * "'  '■    '  ;  captain 
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captain  of  the  Kinfalc,  a  cruifing  frigate.  In  this  fci- 
vice,  however,  the  mod  material  notice  that  is  taken  of 
him  appears  to  be  that  fubjoined  in  a  note  beneath  *.  In 
1744  he  Was  promoted  to  the  AugnlU,  and  in  the  month 
of  March  1745,  we  find  him  Rationed  as  a  cruifer  on  the 
Irilh  Ration.  In  this  emptoyment  he  was  rather  fuccef- 
ful,  having  captured  and  carried  into  Kinfale  a  large 
French  privateer,  belonging  to  St,  Maloes,  called  the 
Comptefle  de  la  Riviere,  carrying  twenty-two  guns  and 
one  hundred  and  fixty  .Tien.  In  the  preceding  part  df 
the  fame  cruife  he  is  faid  to  have  fallen  in  with  a  priva- 
teer of  thirty-fix  guns,  during  the  night,  which  he  engaged 
for  a  fhort  time ;  but  as,  after  exchanging  a  few  broad- 
fides,  the  enemy  fuddenly  difappeared,  and  as  feveral 
concurring  circumftances  occurred  to  (Irene  then  fucli  an 
opinion,  it  was  concluded  it  had  funk.  In  this  trivial 
encounter  two  men  were  killed  and  three  wounded  on 
board  the  Augufta. 

No  notice  of  con  fequence  is  taken  of  captain  Hamilton 
in  the  line  of  fervice  during  the  remainder  of  the  war. 
It  is  not  improbable  but,  during  that  period,  he  continued 
in  the  Augufta,  and  employed  in  the  fame  manner  we  have 
already  feen  him  generally  occupied.  In  1746  he  was 
one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  aftembled,  for 
the  trials  of  the  admirals,  Leftock  and  Mathews.  A  cir- 
cumftance  occurred  on  that  occafion  which  made  no  little 
noife,  and  which  Mr.  Hamilton  is  faid  to  have  been  one 
of  the  principal  infti'gators  and  promoters  of.  Rear-ad- 
miral Mayne,  the  prelldent,  and  captain  Renton,  one  of 

"  *  Whitehall,  September  1!. 
"  On  the  7th  inflant  hit  mjjefly'j  (hip  the  Kinfalc,  commanded 
by  the  honourable  captain  Hamilton,  being  on  a  cruize  off  Dieppe, 
and  Banding  in  Chore,  he  faw  a  *eflc]  lying-10,  which,  as  Toon  ai  (he 
law  the  man  of  war,  made  fail  towards  her  and  hoitled  French  colours. 
The  Kinfale  Handing  for  her  they  foon  came  within  half  gun-(bot ; 
when  the  privateer  bawled  down  her  colour*,  and  intended  to  board 
the  Kinfale,  which  fhe  took  for  a  collier.  Captain  Hamilton  baa 
brought  her  into  Spithead  :  fhe  U  a  new  vcffel  and  well  found  :  ha** 
lure  ft(rn  and  a  hor  fe  head ;  and  19  rigged  fometunci  at  a  feboorier  and 
fometimei  as  a  brig:  had  fifty-eight  rata  when  taken,  twenty. four  of 
whom  were  French ;  it  mounted  with  two  carriage  gu"i  and  thirteen 
fwiveli.  Ttrii  privateer  it  (be  fame  thai  engaged  tlie  Grampus  and 
Julied  cajtiaia  Garden." 

%  the. 
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the  members  compofing  the  court-martial,  had  beea 
arretted  by  a  writ,  at  the  fuit  of  a  lieutenant  Frye,  for  a 
Jentesce  palled  on  him  at  a  court- martial,  of  which  they 
were  members,  held  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Captain 
Hamilton,  after  the  writ  had  been  read,  moved  the  refolu- 
tiotts  inferred  beneath  *,  which  produced  the  correfpon- 
dence 


•  -  Refolved,  That  it   , ,  „     , 

court,  and  through  this  court  to  every  other  court  of  juditi 
ii  ar  may  hereafter  be  formed  in  thii  kingdom,  and  the  higbeft  intacv 
lion  of  the  prerogative  of  the  lord  high  admiral,  and  of  the  Salute 
jaw  of  this  realm,  to  arrcB  or  fervc  any  writ  of  capias  upon  the  pre-- 
Cdcnt,  or  any  member  of  this  court  now  fitting,  or  of  any  other  court* 
martial,  and  therefore  the  court  unanimoufly  refolve  to  defift  farther 
proceeding  on  this  trial  till  fatijfafrioo  be  made  for  this  high  infult. 

"  Refolved,  That  thii  court  wake  representation,  by  letter,  to  the 
lord  high  admiral,  of  the  infringement  made  on  bis  prerogative  by 
arrefting  the  prcfident  of  the  court,  duly  aderobled  by  virtue  of  bii 
authority ;  and  that  the  court  do  adjourn  till  Thurfday  morning  nine 
o'clock,  to  give  time  for  every  member  to  deliberate  upon  proper 
methods  for  obtaining  fatiifaflion  for  the  high  intuit  on  their  profr 
•lent,  from  all  perfbns,  koa,  iighfoevtr  in  race  «r  office,  who  have  Jit 
ftjwt  thii  arreQ,  or  in  any  dtgrrt  promoted  or  odoifei  it." 

Thefe  Kfotutiom  being  ligned  by  the  prcfident,  and  the  federal 
members  of  the  court,  the  prcGdent  directed  it  to  be  enclol'ed  in  a 
letter,  and  delivered  by  the  j  udgc  advocate  to  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty. 

Then  the  court  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  tunc  n'clock,  and 
from  thence  to  Thurfday  the  aed. 

On  the  sad,  the  followie  letter  from  Mr.  Corbett,  Secretary  to  the 
lords  com midi oners  or  the  admiralty,  endofing  one  from  the  duke 
of  Ne  wcallle  to  their  lordfliips,  was  read  before  the  court. 

"  Mr.  Corbett'i  letter  to  the  prefident. 
"  Having  laid  the  letter  of  the  16th  infant,  and  alfo  the  refolo- 
tioni  of  the  court-martial  of  the  fame  date,  brought  hither  by  the 
judge  advocate,  before  the  lord*  commifionen  of  the  admiralty,  their 
lordfhipi  thought  the  faid  fefolutions  to  be  a  matter  of  fuch  import- 
ance thai  they  laid  the  tame  before  bii  majetry;  in  ennfeqnence  of 
■which  their  lordlhipi  received  a  letter  from  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  principal  fecretary  of  iatr. :  I  am  commanded  to  lend  yon 
cnclofed  an  atlclted  copy  thereof,  in  older  to  your  laying  the  fame 
before  the  court-martial  at  their  meeting  to  morrow :  their  loidibips 
make  no  doubt  but  that  every  gentleman,  who  it  a  member  of  the 
court,  will  be  greatly  fatirncd  with  his  roajefly'a  molt  Btacioai  eapref- 
uooitouiaiacdin  tbcfaidltturi  and  m  they  art  anuntdof  hi*  ma- 
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4tnoe  annexed  to  them,  between  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
Mr.  Corbet,  leccetary  to  the  admiralty,  and  the  members 

of 

jetty's  proteQion,  and  of  hiving  full  fatiifaclion  far  the  lite  indignity 
offered  them,  and  that  method*  will  be  taken  to  prevent  any  thing  of 
the  like  nature  for  we  nature,  their  lonllliipi  hope  they  will  be  una- 
Btmotit  U  agreeing  M  go  on  immediately  in  boring  end  adjufting  the 
trial*  that  ire  depending,  and  to  continue  fo  nil  they  are  finifhed. 

*'  I  an  yoorj,  AVc. 
"  Adraiiidty.nfficc,  Mayai,  1716.  "  T.  Co  UEit." 

Unite  of  NetreaftJe't  letter. 
*'  To  my  lord)  commifGoncii  of  the  admiralty, 
"  I  received  your  lord&h/s  letter  of  the  lfjtb  inflant,  with  the 
paper*  enclofed  relating  to  the  writ  ferted  on  retr-admiral  Maync, 
who  pntfidea  at  the  court- martial  at  Dcptfoid,  for  enquiring  Into  the 
eondafl,  Ik.  of  Mr.  LcJbxk  and  other*,  and  the  relolntioni  of  the 
eoort  theieepiwi,  which  I  have  hid  before  hia  majefty.     Hii  majefty 
expreffad  great  difpicafare  at  the  intuit  offered  to  the  cenrt-marnaf, 
by  which  the  military  dUdpline  of  the  nary  it  fo  much  affetted ;  and 
the  king  highly  dHaaprove*  the  behaviour  of  liewetnwt  Frye  on  (hit 
•emffon.    Hia  majefiy  hat  it  under  coaGderation  what  ftept  may  be 
adviicahlc  to  be  taken  en  thia  incident;  and  in  the  mean  time  hi* 
■ajifl|i  mnilil  lwii  yean  li  nlllii|'i  ■!  411  ai  n«  I  In  iiniiln  iiiifiliii  mini 
martial,  that  they  may  depend  on  hit  majefty' j  mod  gracious  protec- 
tion, for  procuring  them  a  fuficient  fatiifacbon  for  the  late  indignity 
a&ned  them  ;  tad  that  proper  method*  will  be  taken  for  preventing. 
mm  thing  of  the  like  ntture  for  the  future. 
«  I  am,  &c. 
Received  May  as,  17^6.  "  H.  N," 

Theanfwcrof  ahe  court-martial  to  the  letter  fent  by  Mr.  Corbeu,  by 
order  of  the  lord*  of  the  admiralty,  May  sift,    .  ,  . 

"  Wedtiire  yomwill  be  pleated  to  inform  their  lordlhipr,  ihM 
having  beard  their  lordftirA  ieuer  read  to  m,  ai  well  at  ibe  mttofed 
anthentick  copy  or  the  letter  to  their  lordlhins,  froth  hit  nWjefty'l 
principal  fecretary  of  flaw,  the  duke  of  Nrwcauley  CgnrfyiWR  his  mat 
jefly't  royal  afluranee  of  hii  nioft  gracious  protcQion,  for  procuring 
to  tn  a  furtkicm  faeiifaSion  for  the  late  indignity  oAercd  to  hi;  and 
■bet  proper  tnethodt  will  be  taken  for  preventing  any  thing  of  the 
like  nature  for  the  future : 

"  According  to  their  lordlhip**  deurc  we  are  unanimoufly  agreed 

»  proceed  upon  the  buiinefi  of  ihefe  trial*,  but  think  it  incumbent 

mean*  to  give  their  lordlhip*  our  teafon*  for  the  ftcpfwe  haM 

already  taken,  fubmilting  them  to  their  tordfliip'i  farther  eonuaer*- 
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of  the  coiirt-rriartialj  in  their  judicial  capacity.     ThM 
matter  appears j  however^  to  h*.tc  been  Very  unwifcly 

and 


lion,  at  this  attack  appears  to  ui  of  the  moil  dangerous  eonfecjuence, 
to  the  fecuiity  of  llic  nation,  the  Minority  of  the  lord  high  admiral, 
the  privilege  of  the  honourable!  (he  hours  of  common*  in  parliament 
alTemblcd,  and  she  prerogative  of  the  crown:  ,  , 

"  Firft,  it  appeari  that  Gr  John  Willci,  knight.  Ion!  chief  juflkc  of 
the  court  of  common  pint,  having  no  regard  to  the  honour  and  fafety 
of  his  majefly,  the  fecuriry  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  hit  flA- 
jcfis,  the  fupport  of  the  conflitmion  and  defence  of  hit  dominions,  in 
time  of  aflual  war  with  two  powerful  nations,  favoured,  aided,  and 
abetted,  by  rebellion  at  home,  contrary  to  hit  duty  and  trul),  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Aatutc  laws  of  the  realm,  as  well  at  thofe  cflablifhed  by 
life  and  cuflom,  time  immemorial,  by  which  Ml  majesty*  armt  by  Tea 
have  been  prudently,  wifely,  and  erfeflually  governed  to  the  great 

Slory  of  hi*  tnajefly  and  protection  of  his  fubjefls,  at  well  as  in  open 
eGance  of  bis  nujefty'*  commands,  in  conference  of  an  addrefs  of 
fbc  honourable  houfe  of  commons  in  parliament  ■fliembled,  he,  the 
laid  Gr  J.  W.  knt.  did  ifTuc  his  writ  on  the  letb.  day  of  May,  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  hit  prefect  majeUy,  to  irreli,  fcize( 
and  future  the  perfons  of  P.  Mayne,  rfij.  and  J.  Renlon,  cfq.memhera 
conftiluant  and  judges  of  a  court  martial  then  fining,  by  order  of  the 
lords  com miffi tiiiers  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  the  power  to  them  given  by  the  Aatute 
of  the  13th  of  king  C.  the  Second,  the  faid  judges  being  duly  qualified 
as  the  a&  requires,  and  did  caufe  the  faid  writ  to  be  ferved  on  P.  M, 
:  device,  at  far  as  in  him  licth,  he  did 
rs  of  the  land,  and,  by  forcibly  taking 
away  the  judges,  prevent  the  execution  of  juftice,  ind  delude  the  com- 
mands of  hit  majefty,  grounded  upon  the  addrcfi  of  the  honourable 
houfe  of  common!  in  parliament  affcmbled ;  and  though  in  a  ctaufe 
fubjoincd  to  the  fame  writ,  it  is  artfully  added  that  the  prclident  11 
ferved  with  this  proeefs  to  the  intent  that  he  may,  by  hn  attorney, 

rar  in  bis  majefty'*  court  of  common  pleat,  it  appears  to  us  that 
cvafion  it  only  provided  to  the  intent  that  we  might  poffibly, 
through  overCght,  proceed  in  our  judicial  capacity,  and  that  by  fome 
referved  device  as  well  ai  our  general  proceedings,  as  Our  final  deter- 
mination, and  feniencc  might  be  interrupted  and  declared  void  and  of 
Done  effef),  10  the  entire  defeating  of  this  fotemn,  grand,  and  national 
enquiry. 

"  94.  That  the  grounds  of  this  writ  were  an  aftioo  recommended, 
by  the  faid  L-  C.  J.  in  open  court,  for  damages  againft  the  laid 
P.  M.  eiq.  and  ].  K.  efq.  for  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial  legally 
held,  by  virtue  of  the  itatutc  laws  of  the  realm,  at  Jamaica,  of  which 
Court  the  faid  P.  M.  *lq.  and  J.  R.  efq.  where  members,  condiments, 
or  judges,  pi  operly  qualified  as  fach  by  the  known  laws  of  the  realm,  a* 

well  [Urn let  u  ufe  and  cuflom, 

"3d. 
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and  KtQiiy  entered  upon.  vThe  chief  jufticc  -of  th«  cam- 
mon  pleas  not  only  proved  the  propriety,  and  legality 
of  the  meafures  taken,  under  the  authority  of  the  court 
where  he  prefided,  but  alio  that,  he  himftjf -was  perfonall^i 
unacquainted  with  all  matters  and  particulars  concerning 
theni,  farther  tFiaiTKavrng'direcTetl  tnepro,cj3ii7eTs  a  matter  > 
of  courfe,  founded  oti  the  ftrideft  principles-' of  juftice. 
This  being  explained)-  a  public  apology  was  made  by  the 
members  of  th«  cotftf collectively,  andtbis rtry'difagree- 
able  affair  erided  *i  ■   ">  ,>  ■  •  ■  '   . 


"  3d-  That  in  confequence  pf  'hit  breach  and  violation  of  the 
llW!  of  the  kingdom,  as  Well  as  intuit  to  ■  firprerne1  court  of  jtifflca. 
liire  fitting  In  determine  in- the  dtrnier  refer  I,  wfcich  bj*"rti  couRitu- 
lion  never  can  acknowledge  any  fuperior  court,  nor  any  appeaC frMi 
in  femenct  but  to  hii  maje(tj*i  prerogativfc,  as  fir  «»:ii>him-ir«h,  the 
whole  dider,  difcipline,  a«d  government  of  his  mijtily's  arroiet  by  fat 
it  entirely  and  abfolutelTidiffolved,  the.Qatute  o{  the  ijjtb  of.Jtiflj 
Chailei  the  Second  ia  made  null  and  void,  by  which  moli  w*;ke<i,dc JHfH 
the  honour  of  hii  majeHy  is  betrayed,  the  feCUrity  of -his  fabjetj*  i| 
eipofed,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  con  dilution  tub  vt  tied,..   , 

,   ,     .   .  .  1  ■   "  W«\are,  &c.'*  ( 

"  Coutt-martialon  bdatithe  Prince'  '.■:'.     '  .  i 

of  Orange,  at  Deptfbrd,  a?.d  Ma/,  ' .""  '   '  .''      j" , 


*  Soon  as  the  Court 'martial  difcorered  -the.  erroneous, principle*  Od 
which  they  bad  founded  their  too  haliy  cenAire,  they  palled  the  iaj,r 
loving  rtfokuon,  which  they  formally  lent  to  .the  chief  juflicc     -  -, 

"  As  irothing,is  more  becoming  a  gentleman  tHaii  to  acknowledge 
himfelf  to  be  in.  the  wrong,  aj  foon  ai  h<  is  fenfible  that  He  is  To,  anH 
to  be  ready  to  make  (a  1.1  s  Fa  cl  ion  tt>  any  nerfon  he  hit  injured;  we 
therefore,  whole-  Dames  are  underwritten,  being  thoroughly  cbnvinteH 
that  we  Were  entirely  millaken  rn  the  npinion  we  had  cdnceived  of 'thb 
lord  chief  juflicc  \yilles,  think  odr re lVes  oblige i\  in  Honour  U  'well 
iijuflice,  tomake  him  fatisfaclion,  as  Far  atit  is'in  our  power;  antf 
as  the  injury  we  did  him  was  of  a  public  nature,  we  do  in  this  public 
manner  declare,  that  we  are'now  fatisfied  the  reflections  caff  lipon 
him  in  our  Tefolutions  of  the  16th  and  eifl  of  May  lafj,  were  ti'njufi, 
unwarrantable  and  without  any  foundation  whatfoetferf  and  we  do  A 
pardon  of  his  lordlhip,  and  'be  Court  of  common  picas,' "for  the  in- 
dignity offered  both  to  him  and  the  court.  .«■_■■■ 

Vol.  V.  G  "  PWry 
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Tn  *7^t  cipttin  Hamilton  was  appointed  to  the  Van- 
guard, of  fixty  guns,  4  goardflttp  at  Plymouth,  at  which 
port  h*  was,  m  the  month  of  July,  commanding  officer, 
with  the  temporary  rank  of  commodore.     On  the  14th  of 

'     C.  MolW, 
Smith  Callij, 
R.  Erftinr, 
I.  Rinnan, 
Ch».  Cutford, 
Tho.  Han  way, 
E.  Spragge, 
John  Or  me." 

On  tic  recripr  of  thii  apology  Gr  John  Willei  made  the  fallowing 
not  {pceta  in  open  court,  and  thii  very  difagrecablc  alteration 

Ahbougb  (be  injury  I  received  might  have  repaired  a  private 
action,  yet  at  ibe  offence  wat  of  ■  public  nature,  and  offered  to 
lb*  whble  court  of  eom  rnon  pleat,  at  will  at  myfe  If,  I  tboogbt  it 
•hav*  coriCfcii  t  with  my  character,  and  the  digoi t y  of  the  peri  which 
•  have  the  hdaOar  to  fill,  10  ha*e  fitufaflion  in  thii  pubhc  manner  j 
and  dofirc,  with  thf  concurrence  of  my  brother t,  that  it  nay  be  regt- 
ftered  in  the  remembrance  office,  at  a  memorial  to  the  prefent  and 
future  agei,  (fiat  whofiicver  fet  themfelves  up  in  oppofitron  to  the 
4awi,  or  think  tbemfelvej  above  the  law,  will  in  the  end  find  tfaem- 
felvc*  mi&akcn,  for  we  may  with  great  propriety  fay  of  the  law,  ai  of 
truth,  magna  tj>  at  fir*v*htit." 

The  following  paragraph,  taken  from  one  of  the  periodical  publi- 
eftfona  of  the  time,  will  bell  prove  the  fate  of  the  faft,  and  fltew 
very  perfeftly  the  mae  (hare  fir  John  had  in  countenancing,  at  wat 
luppofed  petnnatlf,  to  of)  which  caofed  to  much  diftatbance. 
.  "  Friday,  February  41,  1746,  wa>  tried,  at  the  common  pleaa,an 
•flion  of  falfc  impri Ton ment,  brought  by  lieutenant  Geo.  Fry,  againft 
El  Chaloncr  pile,  when  a  verditT  ww  given  for  (He  plaintiff  with 
I0O61.  damage*;  and  be  Baa  the  fam(c*iifewf  action  agalnfl  all  the 
court-martial.  Hia  sale  it  briefly  thus:  Sri  17+0  he  went  volunteer 
to,  Cartbagena,  tad  lor  hit  gallant  behaviour  general  Went  worth 
Biadr  him  fitft  lieutenant  of  marine*.;  but  for  refuting  to  apprehend 
wwrhjtr  lieutenant,  without  x  written  order,  he  wa*  confined  fourteen 
■Motha,  debarred  pen,  ink  and  piper,  and  wat  lb  cruelly  treated  that 
M  btaw  him  into  an  euilepiii  dilorder  -and  eorivulfirjru.  After  this 
fce  wa*  tried  by  a  toon-martial  for  refilling  to  obey  orders;  and  was,  ,. 

a  the  evidence  of  illiterate  people  whom  he  bad  Dever  feen,  (nor  was 
ered  to  croft  examine)  femeiiced  to  fifteen  year!  imprifonment, 
and  to  be  incapable  of  hi*  thajedy'a  fervice :  he  uJaa  accordingly 
brought  to  the  nmrirnlfea;  but,  on  bin  petition  to  the  king,  was,  with 
the  advice  of  the  p*i»y  council,  rcftored  to  hit  commiflton." 

September 
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SetHember  ;,74gi  he  married  the  widow  of  Richard 
Elliot,  of  Port  Elliot,  Cornwall,  efq.  by,  whom  he  left  £ 
foil',  whe'is  now  marquis  of  Abercom.  In  1755  he  com- 
manded the  Lahcafter,  of  fixty-iix  guns,  •  ibio  equipped 
in  fhe  early  part  of  that  year  at  Chatham.  This  veflel 
having  afterwards  gone  round  to  Spithcad  as  part  of  the 
naval  ■  armament  collected  there  in  confequence  of  the 
expected  rupture  with  France,'  captain  Hamilton  was 
unhappily  drowned,  on  the  18th  of  December  in  the 
fame  year,'  the'  boat  having  overfet  on  its  panage  from 
Spithead  to  the  ln'ore.  He  fwam  for  the  (pace  of  near 
twenty  minutes ;  and  while  bis  ftrertgth  of  fpeech  furvived 
to'  him,'  continually  exhorted  his  men'  to  refignation,  at 
the'  fame  time  encouraging  them  to  air  p'oflible  exertion  of 
their  ffrength  lo  fave  their  livesi  . 

HARDY,  Sir  Charles,— was.  the  ion  of  the  admiral  of 
the Tanie  name,  of  whom  we  have  before  given  fome  ac- 
count *.  Having  purfued  the  (leps  of  his  worthy  parent, 
and  betaken  hirnfelf  to  the  naval  fervice,  he  was,  on  the 
1.0th  of  Aiiguft  174.1,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye, 
of  24  guns,  as  fuccelfor  to  captain  Lumington.  In  this 
vefTel  he  was  quickly  afterwards  ordered  to  Carolina, 
where  we  find  him,  in  the  month  of  July  1742 ;  and  im- 
mediately fubfeouent  to  that  time  occupied  tn  cruifing  off 
the  coaft  of  Georgia,  on  which  colony  the  Spaniards  had 
efrefled.  a"  formidable  defcent.  In  1744  he  commanded 
the  Jerfey,  of  fixty  guns;  he  was,  by  commiuiori  bearing 
date  June  the  Qth,  in  that  year,  appointed  governor  and 
corHniander-in-chief  of  the  liland  of  Newfoundland,  with 
the"  port  of  Placentia  and  all  its  dependencies.  Some  of 
the  mips"  under  his  convoy  having  been!  captured  .by  the" 
enemy.oii  his  return  from  pis  government,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  year,  this  matter  was  ordered,  to  be  invert!- 
gaie^  by  a" court-martial ,  which  was  held  on  the  ad. of 
February  enfu in g,  ahdjjnded'in  his  honourable  acquittal. 

In  the  month  of  July  following,  he  ftill  continuing^ 

captain  of  the  Jerfey,  we  find  him  to  have  been  concerned 

•-  in  the  following  very  gallant  exploit  j  which  is  thus  re- 

*  See  vol.  to.  p.  9.  «i  ftq. 
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lated  in"a  fetter  from  Lifcdn,  trfffcialfy  pnbiifiied  in  the" 

Gazette,  No.  845511  . .■  ;  .' 

.  •         .        1  ,j         ■  ■  1     ■'»  Lifbon,  July  28,  N.  S. 

;.'f  His  BritarmicfemajeftyVfhip,  which  fell  in  with 
tUc  French  mat*  of  war*  called  the  St.  Efprit,  of  feventy- 
fotii  guns^  near  taerStreight's  mouth,  was  the  Jerfey,  of 
futty  gunSi  captain  Hardy.  The  engagement  lafted  from 
haifi/an hounpaft  fix  jathe  everting  till  nine,  when  the  ■ 
KrenaKraan  of  war  bore  away  dinner  return  to  Cadiz  to  ■ 
rffit.'l  We  hear-that  the  St.  Efprit  had  loft  her  fore -malt, 
bokc fprit,  -and/,  twenty  men  in  the  action." 

.We  have  nci  fjih/efluent  Information  concerning  him, 
duripg  the  continuance  of  the  war.     In  the  month  of. 

July  1749,  we  find1  him  to  have  married -,  daughter - 

of  ( Bartholomew  Tate,  of  pelapree,,  in  the  county  of 
ttforthauipton,  efq.  During  a  conftderable  part  of  the; 
enfuing  peace  he  is  erronepuflyfaid  to  have  commanded  a 
yacht ;  put  we  have  no  certain  information  concerning  him  , 
tiU  .ifl55*  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  very  honourable 
appointment  of  governor  of  New  York.  On  the  lathof 
April  in  thisyear,  that  being  raofl  probably  the  time. when 
he.  received  the. commi  (lion  iait  mentioned,  the  honour  of, 
knighthood  was  annexed  to  it.  In  1756,  -being  then  - 
atifent  at  his  government,  he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  His  commiflion  being  fent  out 
to.  him  thither,  he  fioifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Nightingale, 
iA  thai  harbour,  on  the  6th  of  May  ;  and  having  afterwards 
removed  into  the  Sutherland,  of  fifty  guns,  prepared  to  put 
to  fea  with  all  the  (hips  of  war  he  could  collect,  as  con- 
voy to  the  fleet  of  victuallers  and  tranfports  intended  to 
convey  lord  Loudon  and  his  troops  to  Halifax,  prepara- 
tory to  the  intended  attack  on  Louifburg.  The  admiral 
was  kept  in  a  Itate  of  uncertainty  for  fouie  time,  both  as 
to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Holburne,  who  was  daily  expected 
from  England  with  a  formidable  fleet,  and  alfo  the  fituation 
as  well  as  force  in  wb.ich_.the  enemy  were,  at  the  threat- 
ened place  of  attack  :  but  two  veffels  which  had  been  dif- 
patched  to  reconnoitre  the  neighbouring  coaft  having  re- 
turned without  feeing  any  thing  of  the  enemy,  fir  Charles 
hefitated  no  longer  inputting  to  fea  from  Sandy  Hook,  which 
he  did  on  June  20.     He  arrived  fafe  at  Halifax  on  the 

30th 
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*§oih  with  his  whole  charge,  amounting  (the  fnipsof  war, 
which  were  very  few  in  number,  included)  to  one  hundred 
and  one  fail.  . 

Mr.  Holburne'  himfelf  arriving  at  Halifax  on  the  gtfi 
of  July,  lir  Charles  hoifted  his  nag,  as  fecond  iA  com- 
mand, on  board  the  Invincible:  but  the  leading  events  of 
'the  expedition  we  are  now  treating  of,  having  been  already 
noticed  in  the  account  of  the  commander- in- chief,  ft  fe 
needlefs  to  enter  into  any  farther  detail  of  them.  .  Havirig 
refigned  his  ftation  as  governor  at  the  conclufion  of  the  yea/, 
he  returned  to  England,  where,'  on  February  7,  1758,  he 
"was  farther  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 
Having  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Captain,  of  fixty- 
eighr,guns,  he  was  ordered  again  to  New  York  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forwarding  the/ieceffary  arrangements  previous  to 
the  meditated  renewal  of  an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  the 
fame  quarter  where  it  had  the  preceding  year  proved 
\infuccefsful.  Mr.  Bofcawen  having  followed  not  long 
afterwards,  fir  Charles  joined  him  off  Louifburg  ori  the 
14th  of  June;  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  night  was 
blown  off  to  fea  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind:  he  returnedv 
however,  without  having  experienced  any  difafter.  Hf 
was  occupied  during  the  remainder  of  the  fiege,  having 
removed  his  flag  into  the  Royal  William,  in 'block- 
ing UP  tne  harbour,  as  well  for  the  purpofe' of  {hutting  up 
five  fhips  of  the  line  then  in  the  port,  as  preventing 
the  enemy  from  receiving  any  fup plies.  Sir  Charles  was 
extremely  vigilant ;  and,  what  docs  not  invariably  prove 
the  confequence  of  fuch  meritorious  activity,  was  very 
fuccefsful,  all  the  fhips  of  the  line  being  deftroyed*, 
except  the  Bienfaifant,  which,  as  we  (hall  hereafter  (hew 
in  our  account  of  captain  Balfour,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  affailants. 

*  The  Apollo,  of  fifty ;  ihe  Fiddle,  of  tlii.ty-fix;  (he  Chevre  and 
ihe  Biche,  of  ftxieen  guns  each,  wire  funk  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour:  ihe  Echo,  of  thirty- two- gain,  attempting  10  gel  out,  VM 
raptured  by  fir  Cbarletl  fa  ibar.  of  the:  whole  naval  force  in  the 
harbour  at  rhe  lime  of  ihe  invelliture,  mourning  10  five  (hip*  of  ihe 
line,  one  of  fifty  gurta,  four  frigates,  and  two  corvettes,  ihc  Comcrtt, 
and  Bizarre  frigatet  only  got  off:  ihe  latter  too  made  her  efoape.on 
the  very  day  the  troops  were  landed,  confequently  before  the  fiegCj 
could  be  laid  to  tie  former!.  ' 
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,  After  the  well-known  reduction  of  this  important  place, 
fir  fcparles  was  detached,  with  fev'en  fliips  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates,  to  convoy"fo'me  troops  fent  to  C-afp'e,  on 
the  river  St.  Lawrence;  and  having  rejoined  Mr.' Bof- 
iawen  riot 'long  afterwards,  returned  to  £ng1a'njl  with 
liim  in  the  month  'of  October,  fie  arrived  fafc  at  St. 
Helen's  on  the  id  of  November,  haying  had  a  partial  arid 
lncorifiderable  ftirmifli  *  with  feven  of  the  enemy's  Slips'  ' 
from  Quebec,  which  took  the  advantage  of  the  approach- 
ing night  to  decline  any  farther  Cornell,  tn  IJ59  bp 
ferved  as  Second  in  command  of  the  Channel  fleet,  under 
fir  Edward  Hawke,  and  was  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue.  He  retained  this  Station  in  that  very  memo, 
rable  and  glorious  encounter  with  the  French  Beet  under 
Conflans;  arid  is  noticed  in  the  following  terms  By  I  per. 
fon  of  intelligence,  a  chaplain  of  one  of  the  Slips  who 
Was  there  alio.  "  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (fie  reports}'  in  t(>e 
Union,  with  the  Mars,  Hero,  and  feveral  other  (flip's, 
Were  crowding  to  the  admiral's  afliftance,  when  ttie  retreat 
6f '  the  French,  covered  by  the  obfcurity  of  the  evening^ 
put  an  end  to  the  engagement." 

In  the  following  year  he  was  employed  on  the  fame 
ilation,  having,  during  a  considerable  part  of  it,  his  {fag 
on  board  the  Mars:  but  the  recent  defeat  having  com- 
pletely prevented  the  French  fleet  from  putting  to  lea, 
nothing  more  remarkable  is  faid  of  him,  than  his  having 
been  obliged  to  put  into  port  in  the  middle  of  the  month 
of  September,  having  fprung  all  his  mails  in  a  heavy  gale 
of  wind.  Having  proceeded  to  fea  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober to  join  his  conimandcr-in-chief  in  the  Bay  of  fiifcay, 
he  Shifted  his  flag,  on  their  junction,  into  his  old  Slip, 
the  Union.  The  year  1761,  during  which  he  retained 
ihe  fame  appointment,'  was,'  owing  to  the  caufe  already 
flated,  confirmed  in  a  manner  equally  un  interfiling  with 
fte  preceding.  '  In  1762  he  remained  on  the  lame'Ttatibn 
Commanding  'alternately,  with  fir  Edward  Hawke,  the 
fquadrons  Rationed  off  Brett,  which  relieved  each  other 
fucceflively,  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  Shattered 


*  The  Briiifh  force  tonfifleil  of  the  Namurc,  Royal  William,  and 
■softer  flirp  of  Wehne,  with  the flien&i&ni  prirt.  n;    ,,! 
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remnant  of  the  French  naval  force,  fndted,  the  hiitory 
of  fix  Charles  is  fu  clofely  implicated  during  this  period 
with  that  of  fir  Edward,  his  Superior  in  command,  that 
the  hiftory  of  the  former  might  in  great  meafure  Suffice 
for  that  of  the  latter  with  a  mere  change  of  name. 

In  the  month  of  October  1763,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
vice-admiral  of  the  while,  and,  during  the  Short  remainder 
of  the  war,  was  occupied  as  already  dated-  After  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace  he  enjoyed  a  relaxation  from  the 
fatigues  of  public  fervice :  neither  is  he  particularly  men- 
tioned even  in  private  life,  except  that,  in  the  month  of 
November  1707,  he  was  one  of  the  fupporters  of  the 
canopy  at  the  funeral  of  his  royal  highneSs  the  dujte  of 
York.  On  the  28th  of  October  1770,  he  was  farther 
advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue ;  as  he  was  on  the 
death  of  admiral  Holburne,  in  the  following  year,  to  be 
waiter  and  governor  of  Greenwich- hofpital.  In  1774  he 
was  elected  representative  in  parliament  tor  the  borough, 
of  Plymouth ;  but  appeared  in  no  other  light  as  a  public 
character  till  1779*:  he  was  then,  On  the  resignation  of 
admiral  Keppel,  appointed,  admiral  and  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  main  or  Channel  fleet/  Jis,  fores  may  be 
thought  formidable  when  dated  at  forty-four  (hips,  of  two 
and  three  decks ;  in  this  number,  however,  were  many  in- 
cluded whichxrete  extremely  deficient  hi  men,  as  well  as  in 
other  re/pecis  unfit  for  fervice,  from  their  being  juft  re- 
turned from  a  foreign  Station,  and  confequently  much  out 
of  condition.  Thus  was  he  Situated,  when  the  Spanish 
fleet  from  Cadiz,  having  formed  a  junction  with  that  of 
France,  from  Breft,  entered  the  British  Channel.  Such 
was  thejr  fuperiprity  of  force  when  unitedt,  that  fir 
Cflisuies,  reflecting  the  fate  of  his  country  was,  in  great 
meafure,  fuppofcdito  be  connected  with  that  of  the  fleet 
under  his  command,  prudently  refolved  to  act  merely  on 
the  defendve  inftead  of  rifting  ah  encounter,  which,  if 
unfuccefsful,  would  have  been  productive,  at  lead  of  the 

*  In  177S  be  m  advanced  10  be  admiral  oF  the  yhite. 

t  The  following  ii  •  very  cut)  tad  correct  lift  of  ihr  enemy', 
Force  it  ikii  period,  vbicb  ottff  bating  been  publicly  ifceruincd 
with  any  degree  of  precifion,  cannot  be  thought  otberwife  (ban  ex- 
tremely ciiriouj. — See  annexed  table. 

G  4  greateft 
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Aeateft  national  alarm,  if  not  actual  misfortune.  Trie 
nest,;  if  not  glorious  was  not  unfortunate.  The  com-' 
bihed  fleets,  after  having  enjoyed  the  ufelefs  and  paltry 
parade  of  traverfing  the  Channel  for  a  very  ftort  period, 
without  daring  to  undertake  the  fmalleft  enterprize 
worthy  of  commemoration.returned  back  to  their  own  ports 
with  no  greater  advantage  than  the  infignificant  triumph 
of  not  having  been  thcmfelves  defeated. 

The  fleet  returned  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  into 
port ;  and  being  refitted  on  theapproach  of theenfuing  fpring, 
Jrr  Charles  prepared  to  rcfiime  thr  command  :  this,  how- 
e*ver,his  un'ominate,  and  we  may  alfo.add,  from  the  general, 
the  univerfal  opinion  entertained  of  him  as  a  truly  brave' 
and  worthy  marl,  his  premature  death,  prevented  him  from 
executing.  He  died  fuddenly,  in  an  apoplectic  fit,  at 
Portfmouih,  on  theiSthof  May  1780;  '"    " 

An  obfervation  we  have  more  than  once  before  had! 
occafion  to  make,  and  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  Matthew- 
lord  Aylmer,  is  in  no  cafe  more  ftrongly  applicable  than 
the  prefent — brave,  ^prudent,  gallant|  and  'enterprising, 
■without  the  fmalleft  oftentatious  difplay  of  -riis  noblef 
qualities  —  generou/,  mild,  afFable1,  and  intelligent  7- his 
Virtues  commanded  the  moft  profound  refpe&i  enabling 
Jiim  to  pafs  through  days,  when  the  rage  and  prejudice  of 
party  blazed  with  a  fury  nearly  unquenchable,  without 
exciting  envy  or  diflike,  without  ever  furnilbing  to  the  mofl: 
captious  man  of  party  the  fmalleft  ground' of  reprehen- 
sion or  complaint, 

HERBERT,  Edward,— was  a  collateral  defcendant  of 
the  noble  family  of  Herbert,  earl  of  Pembroke.  He  is 
faid,  in  rear-admiral  'Hardy's  naval  lift,  to  have  been  ap- 
pointed commander  of  the  Torrington  frigate,  as  fuccef- 
for  to  captain  Knight,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1741 1  We 
Velieve  this  information '  to' be  Correct,  notwithstanding 
almoft  all  other  accounts  (late  him'  to  have  taken  port  on 
that  day  in  the  Tyger,  a  fourth'  rate.  'He  was,  however, 
certainly  reraoied  into  that  fhip  in  a  very  ftiort  time 
afterwards,  and  accompanied  Mrs  Vernon  on  his  unfuc- 
cefsful  expedition  againftthe.ifland  of  Cuba.  The  Tyger 
being  wrecked  not  long  after  the' return  df  the  armament. 
Captain  Herbert  was  tried  by  a '"court-martial,  "aflembled 
it  Jamaica]  on  the  10th  of  July,  1742,  and  mulcted,  for 
■     ■     '  neglect 
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neglect  of  duty,  all  the  pay  then  due  to  him  ;  but  was  as 
at  the  Tame  time  recommended  for  farther  employment  by 
his  judges.  We  believe  him  to  have  been  a  (hort  time  after- 
wards appointed  to  the  Woolwich;  and,  in  April  17+4,  to 
have  captured  a  very  valuable  Spanifh  fliip,  called  the  AC 
cenfion,  bound  from  Cadia  to  VeraCruz,  carrying  twenty- 
four  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  On  the 
nth  of  Auguft  following  he  was  brought  to  a  court-mar- 
tial, at  Antigua,  for  difobedience  of  the  orders  given  him 
by  the  commander-in-chief,  for  which  offence  he  was  not 
only  fharply  reprimanded  by  the  prelident,  but  was  alfo 
fined  twelve  months  pay.  We  have  no  proof  of  his  having 
received  any  fubfequent  commiilion,  but  believe  him  to 
have  lived  in  retirement  after  the  time  above  itatcd.  He 
died  in  Wales  on  the  19th  of  November  1752. 

HORE,  Daniel,  —  was,,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1740, 
commander  of  the  Suceefs  fircfliip,  one  of  the  fmall 
vtflels  attached  to  the  fleet  commanded  by  admiral  Vernon. 
Having,  confequently,  been  concerned  in  the  expedition, 
undertaken  early  in  the  enfuing  year  againft  Carthagena, 
he  was,  after  the  afl.au It  made  on  Fort  St.  Lazar  had  un- 
fortunately failed,  ordered  to  command  the  Gallicia,  of 
fixty  guns,  which  had  been  juft  captured  from  the  Spa- 
niards, in  whofe  fervice  (he  had  been  the  ftagrfhip  of  Don 
Rial's,  their  admiral.  This  yeflel  was  fitted  up  as  a  float. 
ing  battery  by  Mr.  Vernon's  orders,  and  warped  as  clofc 
to  the  walls  of  Carthagena  as  poffible  on  the  night  of  the 
15th  of  April;  being  intended  as  an  -experiment  for 
the  purpofe'  of  convincing  the  general,  that  any  diverfion 
attempted  by  the  fleet  would  have  been  productive  of  no 
real  advantage. 

Although  the  conclufions  drawn  from  the  little  fuccefs 
attending  this  project,  are  deemed  by  many  per  Cons  far 
from  being  pofitive  evidence  of  the  truth  of  what'  the 
ttmiral  minted  on,   alt  accounts  uniformly  bellow  the 

freateit  praife  on  the  conduct  and  gallantry  of  captain 
fore.  No  fhip,  fay  the  hiftorians  who  have  recorded  this 
transaction,  could  be  brought  nearer,  nor  could  any  fire 
be"  more  regularly  and  clofely  kept  up,  than  by  the  officers 
and  feamen  on  board  this  fhip,  which  fuftained  the  can- 
nonade from  three  baftions  an  half  moon,  and  a  ravelin, 
from  five  in  the  morning  till  near  twelve  at  noon,  wiih- 
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out  (he  fmalleft  intcrmiffion  or  diminution.  The.  flttfl 
had,  by  the  time  juft  mentioned,  received  fo  much 
damage  a*  to  render  it  extremely  dangerous  for  her  to, 
continue  the  attack ;  and  the  admiral,  fuppofing  the  reofl 
incredulous  would  be  fjtisfied  with  the  experiment  already 
made,  fem  orders  to  captain  Hore  to  cut  his  cables  and 
fuffcr  the  yeffel  to  drive  off  from  the  town  with  the  fea. 
bree?e.  He  accordingly  obeyed,  but  kept  his  brpadfide 
to  the  town,  Pn  which  he  continued  to  fire  till  the  vet]~ei 
grounded  on  a  fliqal?;  a  circuroftarjce,  if  report  %s  true, 
thai  was  rather  fortunate  for  the  crew,  for  it  was  generally 
.  believed,  if  that  had  not  been  the  caff,  that  the  (nip  mutt 
otherwife,  in  confluence  of  the  number  of  flint  received 
in  her  hull,  havp  quickly  foundered  at  her  anchor*. 

Captain  Hore,  in  conference  of  the  great  fpirit  h* 
difplaycd  on  the  foregoing  very  trying  pecafion,  was  pro- 
rooted,  on  the  m  ft  pf  April.  N.  $■  to  be  captain  of  the; 
l-udlow.  Caftle.,  of  forty  guns;  other  accounts  fxy  the 
Defiance,  a  fourth  rate,  ofiixtygunj:  hut.  this  (hip  w* 
believe  him  not  to  have  been  appointed  to  in  the  firft  jn- 
flancp,  but  to,  have  been  reinovpd  intct  not  Iqng  after- 
wards. He  remained  on  the  Weft  India  ftation  (or  foroe 
time ;  but  is  not  particularly  noticed,  except  as  having 
been,  in  the  month  pf  September  1743,  the  nappy  means 
of  prcferving  near  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  crew  be- 
longing to  the  Tilbury,*  of  fijety  guns,  which  accidentally 
took  fire  off  Nayafla.  He  did  not  long  remain  in  the 
Defiance,  and  afterwards  commanded  the  Canterbury;  in 
which  {hip  he  arrived  at  Loulfburg  00  the,  1  ith  of  Sep- 
tember ;  and  immediately  afterwards  obtained  leave  from 
rear-admiral  Knowles  to  quit  that  ftiip  and  return  to 
England  on  account  of  his  ill  health.  It  is  ftated,  but 
without  any  truth,  by  an  anonymous  publiflier  of  naval 
anecdotes,  that  captain  Hore  was  appointed  to  the  Lark, 
by  Mr.  Knoyrles,  in  1748,  he  being  at  that  time  com* 
mander-in-chief  at  Louilburg*  Mr.  Crookftianks,  her. 
farmer  captain,  being  under  fufpenfiop. 

No  other  information  relative  to  captain  Hore  has, 
come  to  oi\r  knowledge,  except  that  h?  was  put,  in  1756, 
On  the  fuperannua.ted  lift)  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a. 

*  W^cre  %  in  mediately  afccrwwdi  filled  u\d  wu  dfficayed. 

rear- 
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■^r-admiraj,  jn  which  Nation  and  honourable  rctiretricot, 
fcedjed  jn.  England  pn  the  25th  of  June  ■7.6s, 
'  LA^fc,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  id  of  December  1741, 
appointed  captain' of  the  Tartar  pink.  He  afterwards, 
plough  for  a  flioit  time  only,  commanded  the  Exeter,  of 
fifty  guns;  but  quitted  that  fbip  when  ordered  foon  after- 
wards to  the  Eaft  Indies.In  1747  he  himftlf  proceeded 
tliithM"  under  the  orders  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  being  at 
jljat  tinje  captain  of  the  Deptford,  a  fourth  rate.  No  parti- 
cular  mention  is  made  of  him  during  this  expedition, 
which  he  did  riot  long  furvive,  dying,  very  foon  after  his 
|tturri  to  England,  on  the  15th  of  Apri)  1750. 

J.ATQN,  Sheldrake.— We  find  no  mention  triage  of 
{his  gentleman  till  the  25th  of  Auguft  1741,  when  he  was 
prompted  to  be  capfain  of  thp  Flamborough  frigate  :  we 
nevertbelefs  believe  hini  to  have  been,  for  a  cpniiiieraoip 
|jme  previous  to  that  appointment,  commander  of  a  ijoop 
of  war.  He  did  not  long  continue  in  the  flambornugh, 
$>eing  fuceeeded  in  that  command  by  captain  Haijiar,  09 
the  324  of  Oclober  following.  We  have  not  been  able 
ttj"  CpUedt  any  other'  information  relative  Jo  him  in  the 
fine  of  feryice*,  from  which  he  altogether  retired  in  1756, 
being  put  on  th«  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half, 
pay  of  a  rear- admiral.  He  lived  afterwards  in  Norfolk, 
where  he  died,  much  lamented  by  all  who  had  ever  en- 
joyed the  fatisfaction  of  his  acquaintance,  and  knew 
confequcntly  his  general  worth,   on  the  jzd  of  April 

LONG,  Charles,  — was,  on  the  13th  of  May  1741, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Chcirer,  a  ihip  of  fifty  guns. 
He  was  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where 
fee  jeryed  under  Mr.  Mathews  t  during  the  memorable  en- 
counter 

*  Except  that  we  believe  bint  to  have  been  in  commiffion  during 
yearly  the'jwhole  war ;  and  End  him,  in  1746,  one  of  tbemembeil 
of  the  court-martial  affembled  for  (He  trial  of  the  admirals,  Matbewi 
andLcBotk. 

,  t  ^elSnd  ijie  following  erroneout  memorandum  concerning  cap. 
tain  Long:  '"'The  ta'ff  letter*  from  admiral  TAathewi  m  mi  ion,  ihat 
tmntodort  Long,  with  a  (null  Iquadron,  had  anchored  at  the  mouth  of 
tjtelyber,  where'lje  batj  not  oolv  allied  jiince  Lobk»>witz  with  four 
'       "         '      ■"    "&?<* 
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-cownter  with  the  French  and  Spaniih  fleets  off  Toulon ; 
but  having  been  ftationed  as  captain  of  the  Ruffe),  of  eighty 
guns,  fecond  aftern  of  Mr.  Leftock,  was  not  actually 
engaged.  The  Namnre,  in  which  Mr.  Mathews  had 
hotfted  his  flag,  being  much  difablect,  he  (hifted  it,  when 
the  firing  ceafed,  into  the  Ruflet,  which  is  the  only  ma- 
terial  circumftance  we  can  collect  relative  to  Mr.  Long 
on  that  memorable  occafion.  He  continued  on  the  fame 
itation  while  he  remained  in  fervice,  being  afterwards 
removed  into  the  Royal  Oat,  as  iticeeilbr  to  captain 
Williams,  who  was  fent  to  England  for  trial.  Mr.  Long 
unhappily  pollened  a  moll  ft  range  and  ungovernable . 
temper,  a  violent  and  truly  unwarrantable  difplay  of  which 
■Santfhed  him  the  fervice.  The  circumftances  related  to  us 
are,  that  having  been  detached  by  admiral  Medley,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, on  fome  fervice  of  no  great  confequencty 
le  made  a  fignal  for  one  of  the  fhips  under  his  orders  to 
fcnd  a  boat  on  board'him  with  a  lieutenant,  others  fay  with 
the  captain  hrmfelf.  There  was  a  freih  breeze  of  wind 
wit tch  carried  the  fhips  ahead  very  fait ;  and  captain  Long 
liaving  never  brought-to  for  the  boat,  it  was  not  without 
the  molt  laboured  and  difficult  exertions  that  the  officer 
could  get  on  board. 

The  officer  accordingly  ex  populated,  but  in  very 
decent  and  proper  terms.  It  however  irritated  captain 
Long  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that,  not  content  with  ufmg 
fertgnage  very  unbecoming  any  gentleman,  particularly  in 
liis  nation,  he  drew  his  fword  upon  his  vifitor;  and,  but  that 
nrs  opponent  pollened  more  prudence  and  propriety  of 
cnndncl  than  himfelf,  would  have  provoked  hrm  to  a  duel.' 
Mr.  Long  was  brought  to  a  court-martial,  by  Mr.  Medley, 
for  this  notorious  breach  of  order  and  discipline,  and- was,- 
certainty  not  undefervedty,  difmiiTed  the  fervice  on  the 
j6thof  September  1746.  He  refided  for  a  con  fid  era  bje 
part  of  the  remainder  of  bis  life  in  the  ill  and  ofBarbadoes? 
and  died  in  England  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  1 761 ,  retaining 
to  the  lateft  moment  of  his  life  the  fame  violence  of 

jitccs  of  cannon  for  a  battery,  but  was  alio  10  uke  fome  of  hit  iroopi 
90  board  the  fliips  under  hit  command." 

N.  B.  He  certainly  did  not  command  tbe  Rufol  at  the  above 
nnc,  captain  Robert  Long  being  then  in  chat  Ship,  and  the  commo- 
fitat  mentioned  by  Mr.  Maihcwi.  > 

6  temper. 
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TMBpe  r-,and«Xcla.ifniog  inthe  mod  vehement  terms  again! 
thofe,  whofe-  cool  deliberate  judgement  decided  on  his 
dffmiifion.    ■    .     ■     ,  ,    . 

■  LQ  VET,:  John,— -was  appointed  captain  of  the  N«p- 
tijne,  a  fecond  rate  of  90  guns,  under  commodore  Leftock, 
on  November -i£,  174L  He  failed  immediately  afterwards; 
for  tlie  Mediterranean,  where  he  retained  the  fame  ftaUon 
fome-time;  and  is  erroneoufly  ftated,  in  fome  few  accounts-, 
tq  have  acted  aB\Mr,  Leftock 's  captain  in  the  well-known 
encounter  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  .fleets.  But  this 
is-  a  very  manifeft  miftake,  he  having,  on  that  occafion, 
commanded  the  tyingfton  of  (ixty  guns,  the  rear-ihip  of 
Mr,  Rowley's  divifion,  and  is  mentioned  as  one  of  toe 
officers  who  carried  his  ihip  into  action  with  the  molt 
becoming  ijpirit..  He  remained  on  the  Mediterranean 
Italian  fome  confidorable  time  afterwards,  as  we  find  him 
one, of  lite,  officers  coajpofing  the  court-martial  afiembled, 
for  the  trial  of  captain  K.  Norris,  at  Port  Mahon,  on  the 
lit  -of.  January,  17+5.,  His  name,  however,  does  not 
otherwjfe  occur  in  the  fervice;  nor,  indeed,  do  we  find 
any,  proof -of  his  having  held  any  com  million  after  his 
rewjcu  K*  England.  He  died  on  the  aoth  of  February- 
's. ....... 

.  NQRTHESK,  George  Carnegie,  Earl  of,  —  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  David,  fourth  earl :  of  Northefk,  and  the 
lady  Margaret,  daughter  of  James,  lord  Bum  till  and,,  and 
Margaret,  countefs  of  Wemyfs.  George,  of  whom  we 
a/*  [peaking,  fucceeded  to  the  title  on  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother,  David,  June  the  23d,  1741 1  he  was  at  that 
time  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  a  (tot  ion  he  had  filled,  with 
tfie  higheft  credit  to  himfelf,  for  fever  al  years.  We  find 
hjm  particularly  mentioned  as  lieutenant  of  the  Dragon, 
under  Mr.  Earnet,  who  appears  to  have  entertained  for 
him  an  high  degree  of  friendship  and  attachment,  which 
ended  not  but  with  the  death  of  fo  able  an  iuitmclor  and 
advifer.  His  lordfhtp  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Biddeford  frigate  on  the  35th  of  Auguft,  1741.  In  the 
month  of  March  I742>  he  was  promoted  to  the  Loo,  of 
forty  guns.  This  fhip  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
Crullers  ftationed  off  Cape  Finifterre,  in  which  fervice  he- 
was  employed  in  the  month  of  June;  and  having  received, 
intelligence  of  a  finall  privateer  having  put  into  Porta 
Nova, 
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Nova,  he  refolved  to  nurfae  her  thither ;  hot  the  eMicy,  ow 

dif  covering  him,  fan  higher  up  the  river  than  his  lordffiifj 
could  venture  to  purfue.  It  becoming  calm  he  v/ii 
obliged  to  anchor  near  the  town,  where  he  landed  Ibme 
men,  and  difmounted  four  guns  that  Were  on  a  battery 
there.  Putting  to  Tea  from  thence  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune .to  meet  the  Deal  Cattle  frigate  on  the  7th  of  July  ; 
and  having  information  that  fever*!  veffels  were  then  in' 
tin:  harbour  of  Vigo;  which  Waff  not  far  diftsnt,  they  both 
flood  in  to  the  river  *nd  anchored  before  the  town,  wherS 
they  made  prizes  of  four  veflels,  two  of  which  they  bnrhtj 
being  light,  and  not  having  their  fails  on  board. 

This  little  enrerpriw  reflecled  the  greateft  honour  bbtfi 
on  his  lordfhip  and  captain  Elton  who  fupported  him,  as 
v  Very  fpirited  refiftahce  was  made;  by  the  enemy,  Who; 
kept  up  an  exceeding  briflc  fire  from  theihore,  as  Well  oh 
tfce  (hips  themfelves,  aS  the  boats  which  Were  employed 
ia  cutting  the  veffels  out.  All  that  was  poflibte  for  gal* 
lantry  and  good  conduct  to  effect  being  carried  into  exe- 
cution, his  lordfhip  again  put  to  fea;  and  learning  oh  the 
19th  that  the  privateer  he  had  before  purfued  into  Porta' 
Nova"  (till  remained  there,  he  ran  in  and  came  to  art' 
'  anchor  under  the  ifland  of  Blydones,  where,  having  pur 
ofte  of  Ins-  lieutenants  with  dxty  men,-  and  two  of  the. 
fliijJ's  fix-pounders,  oh  board  one  of  the  veflels  captured  at 
Vigo,-  he  difpatehed  her  up  the  river1  in  fearcn  of  thfe 
enemy.  Hd  unhappily  did  not  experience  that  fuccefs 
molt  truly  due  to  his  diligence  and'perfevering  fpirit ;  ft' 
that  nb  other  injury  was  done  to  the  roe,  than  by  cnacing  on 
fltore  ahd:  burning  a  fmall  veffel  of  inconfiderahle  vWtiey 
together  with  deftroying  a1  fmall  town,  from  Whence  a  num- 
ber of  petty  privateers  had'  been  equipped,  and1  had  oeeii' 
accu  Homed 'occafionsiiy  to  take  refuge. 

His  lordfhip  was,  immediately  after  his  return  tdlititt, 
land,  promoted  to  the  Prefton,  of  fifty  guns:  biit  in  tlw 
command  we  find  nb  particular  mention  made  of  htm  till' 
the  year  1744,  when,  ih  the  month  of  May,  hfc  failed  for 
the  Kafir  indies  Under  the  orders  of  his'former  friend  and 
iftfltuftor;  if  We  may  be  allowed '  the  application  of  fiictiV 
terht;  commodore- Battier!  The  leading  naval  tranfacV 
tforisy  even  thofe  Where  his  lordfhip  was  more  parti- 
cularly concerned,  Which  took  place  as  Well  during  the' 
4  ihort 
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fiort  time  thai  gentleman  lived  to  enjoy  the  command,  as 
Under  his  immediate  fitcceflbr,  Mr.  Peyton,  have  been 
already  dated  at  length  in  their  different  memoirs*. 
Suffice  it  therefore  to  ?ay,  his  behaviour  on  all  occafions 
was*  productive  of  every  advantage  to  his  country  that 
could  be  effe&ed  by  his  iituation  and  the  force  of  the 
fliip  he  commanded,  as  we!!  as  of  allpoffible  honour  ttt 
himfelf.  We  have  thought  it  neceffiry  to  make  thit 
fhort  remark,  merely  on  account  of  the  clamour  very 
unjuftly  raifed  by  many  againft  Mr.  Peyton,  and  (he- 
officers  under  his  command,  of  whom,  as  we  have  juft 
ftatcd,  his  lordihip  was  one,  though  he  appears  to  have 
been  happily  exempt,  even  from  the  undeserved  obloquy 
under  which  the  commodore  himfelf  fell. 

His  lordfliip  returned  to  Europe  about  the  year  174.8/ 
and  is  not  particularly  mentioned  for  fome  tears; 
except  as  having,  in  1755,  Commanded  the  Or  ford,  of 
ftventy  guns>  then  timing  out  in  the  Medway,  but 
reftgned  the  command  on  account  of  ill  health.  In  Hie 
following  year  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  blue;  as  he  was,  in  the  year  17584  to  be  rear  of  the 
white :  but  having  never  accepted  of  any  command  afteS 
his  promotion  from  the  lift  of  private  captains,  we  can  only 
lament  having  nothing  more  to  record  of  a-  nobleman; 
poficliing  his  lordlhip's  acknowledged  abilities  and  worthy 
than  thfc  mere  date  of  his  different  advancements,  through 
the  rank  of  a  flag  officer,  till  he  at  la(t  attained  to  that  of 
admiral  of  the  white.  In  1759  he  was  made  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  bine  ;  in  1762  of  the  white;  On  the  28th  of 
©abbery  177-0,  admiral  of  the  blue;  and  admiral  of  (H€ 
white  in  1778.  TrHs  noble  perftw,  not  more  iltuftr'rou* 
for  his  noble  birth  than  for  his'  manifold  virtues,'  died  iti 
an  advanced  age,  at  his  feat  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  tin 
the  ziA  of  Jarluary,  1792.  He  married  Anne,  daughter 
to  the  earl  of  Leven,  by  whom  he  left  a  fori,  Wllfia'rhj 
now  eatl"  of  Northeft,  a  daptitin  ih  the  navy,  of  whorft 
hereafter. 

PEERS,  James. — The  firfl,  and  nearly  fole  informa- 
tion we  have  df  this  gentleman  h,  that,  Oft  the  Id  of  Fe- 
BlftiJtfyV  *74t^  h*  wis  promoted  to  be  captalri  of  $(? 
Fowey,  of  forty-guns ;  on  what  particular  flat  ions  or  fef- 
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ticcS  he  was  employed  we  know  not,  nor  have  we  b«nr 
able  to  collect  any  other  particulars  concerning  him.exeept 
that  he  died  in  England  on  the  26th  of  November;. 
1746. 

PHJLPOT,  Thomas,— was,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  17+0,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be 
commander  of  the  Furnace  bomb-ketch,  a  vefiel  we  find 
to  have  been  ftattoned  at  Yarmouth'  in  the  month  of 
February  1 741,  on  what  particular  fervice  or  occafioS 
does  not  appear.  On  the  5th  of  March  in  the  fame  year 
he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lynn;  but  did  not 
long  enjoy  this  advancement,  dying  on  the  13th  of.  May 
following. 

PYE,  Sir  Thomas, — is  an  officer  who,  with  Tome  few 
others,  affords,  as  we  have  before  remarked,  an  example 
of  the  poflibility  of  palling  through  life,  and  attaining  tho 
fcigheft  rank  in  the  fervice,  without  the  happinefs  of  ex 
yeriencing  a  fingle  opportunity  of  diitinguiihing  himfelf, 
except  by  .thofe  qualities  which  .are  little  valued  by  the 
million,  though  highly  to  be  regarded  and  honoured  by 
the  difcerning.  The-firft  mention  we  find  made  of  this 
gentleman  is,  his  promotion  to. the  rank  of  poll  captain, 
and  appointment  to  the  Seaford,  a  new  frigate  of  twenty- 
four  guns,,  newly  launched  at  Shoreham,  on  April  13, 
3741.  He  continued  in  this  (hip,  having  in  the  interim 
fcrvcd  for  a  fhort  time  on  the  Mediterranean  flat  inn, 
where  he  removed  into  the  Norfolk  on  the  refignation  of 
the  honourable  John  Forbes,  late  admiral  of  the  fleet. 
We  find  him  continuing  there  on  the  111  of  Janu- 
ary, 1745,  and  at  that  time  one  of  the  members 
of  the  COurt-martial  convened,  at  Porf  Mahon,  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris.  No  Other  mention  is 
made  of  this  gentleman  till  the  year  1748,  when  he  was 
.  appointed  to  the  Norwich ;  and  in  the  following  year 
Was  removed  into  the  Humber,  a  (hip  of  forty -guns*,-  in 
tvhkh,  or  the  Gofport,  a  veffel  of  the  fame  force  to  which 


*  But  before  he  failed  we  End  him,  in  the  month-  of  July,  one  of 
the  menbera  of  the  coutt-mirtial,  held  for  the  f  urpofc  of  Hying  the 
natinccrt  on  board  the  Che/ktjkld.  ....'., 
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be  was  appointed  in  1751,  he  was  ordered  to  the  coaft  of 
Guinea.  Soon  after  his  return  from  thence  he  was,  in 
the  month  of  February  1152,  promoted  to  the  Advice,  of 
T.fty  guns,  and  Tent  out  to  the  Weft  Indies, as  commodore  on 
that  nation,  and  fucceflbr  to  Mr.  Holburne.  He  continued 
there  till  fuperceded  by  commodore  Frankland  in  1756; 
He  was  extremely  ill-treated  by  that  gentleman,  who  very 
capricioufly,  and,  indeed,  ridiculoully  reprimanded  him 
for  not  hawling  down  his  broad  difttnguiuiing  pendant  at 
foon  as  ever  he  had  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a  feoiur 
officer  as  his  fucceffor.  " ; 

Not  contented  with  this  extravagant  and  oiletitatiotrt 
difplay  of  hrs  fuperior  authority,  he  charged  Mr,  Pye  wita 
having  very  Improperly  condemned  the  Advice  as  unfit  for 
fervice.  To  prove  the  truth  of  this  allegation,  he  himfclf 
went  to  lea  in  that  (hip  for  a  fhort  cruize ;  but  the  diftrefs 
It  underwent,  and  the  narrow  efcape  the  crew  had 
loofl  afterwards,  when  on  their  return  to  England,  ftrongly 
Contributed,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  to  prove  th* 
propriety  of  Mr.  Pye's  conduct,  and  the  want  not  only  of 
candour,  but  of  judgement  alfo  in  Mr.  Franldand, 
Mr.  Pye  however  came  home  under  a  cloud,  ana* 
was  Brought  to  a  court-martial,  which  was  held  at  Portf* 
mouth  about  the  end  of  February  1758 ;  the  decifion  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  particulars  of  the  charge,  are  thus 
related  in  a  letter  from  thence;  dated  March  the  4th. 

*'  The  court-martial  on  commodore  Pye  ended  this 
day.  He  was  Charged  with  mal-pradices  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  command  abroad :  but  the  court  acquitted 
him  of  that  part  of  the  accufation  preferred  againft  him, 
and  only  reprimanded  him  for  neglect,  through  which  the 
naval  officer  had,  by  miftake,  charged  200 1.  fterling  for  a 
fchooner,  which  he  purchafed  there  for  200 1.  currency. 
tie  was  alfo  reprimanded  for  having  interfered  in  the 
■purchafe  of  naval  (tores,  a  proper  officer  in  that  depart- 
ment being  then  on  the  fpot." 

This  disagreeable  affair  occafioned  Mr.  Pye  to  lote  bis 
regular  turn  of  promotion  to  the  rank  of  nag  officer ;  nor 
was  he,  after  the  decifion  of  the  court-martial,  advanced 
to  the  nation  he  would  regularly  have  held  had  it  not  been 
for  his  Atfpennon.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  good 
deal  of  management  in  thin  biifinefs,  management  to  be 
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attributed  to  lord  Anfon,  and  intended  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  fir  C.  Saunders  his  fenior  on  the  lift  of  admirals, 
though  junior  to  him  as  a  private  captain.  'J  'his  end  being 
notably  accompliflied,  and  the  bufinefs  arranged  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Pye  was,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1758,  advanced 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  never,  we  believe,  had 
my  command  during  the  war.  He  was,  neverfhelefs, 
advanced  in  the  following  year  to  be  rear  admiral  of 
the  white;  and,  in  1760,10  be  rear  of  the  red.  In  1762  he 
was  farther  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
appointed  to  command,  in  1764,  as  port-admiral  at  Ply- 
mouth. After  fome  continuance  there  he  was  once  more 
fern  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  (ration.  He  continued  there 
during  the  time  ufuaity  allotted  for  the  duration  of  fuch 
commands*;  and  foon  after  his  return,  that  is  to  fay  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1770,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  aitd  fent  out  commander-in-chief 
<arly  in  the  following  year,  of  the  fmall  fquadron  then 
Rationed  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  his  return  to 
England  he  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  at 
Poitfmouth ;  and  holding  that  ftatioji  in  the  month  of 
June  17731  at  the  time  his  prefent  majefty  made  his  jirft 
excurfion  thither,  had  the  honour  pf  entertaining  him  oa 
board  the  Barflenr.  On  the  25th  of  that  month  he  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  knighthood  uoder  the  royal  ftandard, 
and  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  command  by  fir  James  Douglas,  after  hav- 
ing retained  it  the  time  ufually  allotted  to  it;  and  again 
refiimed  it  as  fuccelfor  to  fir  James,  after  the  expiration 
of  a  period  of  the  fame  duration.  ■■  • 

In  1778  he  was  raifed  to  be  admiral  of  the  white,  ami 
acted  as  prefident  of  the  court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth 
fox  the  trial  of  admiral  Keppel.  It  is  certainly  no 
Xmall  matter  of  praife,  or  (lender  proof  of  his  worth,  that 
at  a  time  when  parties  ran  to  fuch  an  extravagant  height 
jn  their  cenfures,  and  different  modes  of  eiprefiing  their 
diflike,  his  conduct  was  To  truly  impartial  and  honourable  in 
that  delicate  fitiiatioJn,  as  not  to  afford  the  fmalleft  ground 
or  opportunity  of  difapprobation  fronvejther  party.  He 
retained  his  command,  which  ratherrefeinbles  a  civil  than 
a  warlike  appointment,  during  the  continuance  ofhoftili-, 
ties,  and  is  univerfally  reported  to  have,  been  a  man  moft 

•     *  Having  his  flag,  ia  1769,*  on  board  ihc  Lark  frigate. 
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-  eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  duties  of  that  Ration,  which, 
though  it  may  not  require  thofe  more  brilliant  and  mining 
points  which  are  neceflary  to  conftitute  the  charafler  of  the 
warrior  and  the  hero, certainly  demands  the  molt  folid  abili- 
ties and  fedulous  attention.  After  the  conclufion  of  the 
war  he  parted  the  ihort  remainder  of  his  days  in  retire- 
ment, but  did  not  long  enjoy  that  relaxation  from  the 
fatigues  of  public  fervice,  dying  in  London  during  tho 
courfe  of  the  year  1785. 

ROGERS,  Sir  Frederic,  —  was  the  fon  of  fir  John 
Rogers,  baronet,  reprefentative  in  parliament,  during 
three  fucceffive  fe  (lions,  and  alfo  recorder  for  the  town 
of  Plymouth,  by  Mary  his  lady,  daughter  of  fir  Robert 
Henly,  of  the  Grange,  in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
knight.  The  firft  information  we  have  of  this  gentle- 
man, as  a  naval  officer,  is,  that  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1 741.  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridgewater 
frigate.  He  was  employed  in  this  (hip  as  a  cruifer;  but 
we  do. not  find  any  particular  mention  made  concerning 
him  till  twelve  months  afterwards,  when  the  following 
relation  is  inferted  in  the  Gazette,  No.  81K2.  Dated 
Whitehall,  December  25. 

"  On  the  7th  inftant,  in  latitude  49.  50.  Scilly  bearing 
E.  half  N.  difiant  63  leagues,  his  majefty's  (hip  the 
Bvidgewater,  commanded  by  captain  Rogers,  fell  in  with 
a  Spanifh  privateer  at  half  part  nine  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, the  enemy  being  to  windward  bore  down  upon  the 
Bridgewater:  captain  Rogers  kept  clofe  upon  a  wind 
under  double-reefed  top-fails  and  courfes.  At  eleven 
o'clock  the  privateer  hoiited  an  Englilh  enfign,  and  fired 
a  foot  at  the  Bridgewater;  whereupon  captain  Rogers 
hoifted  a  Dutch  enlign,  hauled  up  his  main-fail,  and 
backed  his  main-top-fail:  but  finding  foon  afterwards  that 
the  privateer  made  fail  from  him,  he  hauled  down  the  Dutch 
enfign,  hoifled  Englilh  colours  and  gave  her  a  broadfide. 
Upon  this,  the  privateer  ftruck  her  Englilh  enfign,  and 
holding  Spanifh  colours  made  all  poffible  fail  from  the 
Bridgewater,  at  the  fame  time  firing  her  ftern-chace  guns. 
Captain  Rogers  made  fail  after  her,  and  plyed»her  with 
his  bow-chace  guns  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  he 
came  up  with  her  and  gave  her  another  broadfide,  which, 
fhe  returned ;  but  captain  Rogers  then  finding  that  (he 
ihot  from  him,  deferred  firing  any  more  till  he  got  clofe 
Ha  up 
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up  with  her.  About  nine,  being  clofe  under  her  lee*-  . 
quarter,  he  gave  her  another  hroadfide,  and  a  difcharge- 
of  fmall  arms,  which  compelled  her  to  call  for  quarten 
She  is  called  the  Santa  la  Rita,  alias  £1  Neptune;  carries 
one  hundred  and  forty  men,  with  eighteen  carriage  and 
eight  fwivel  guns. — N.  B.  The  Bridgewater  was,  in  potat 
of  force,  in  no  degree  fuperior  to  the  enemy." 

Very  little  other  in  te  retting  mention  is  made  of  this 
gentleman.  The  circumftances  which  have  come  to  our 
knowledge  are,  that,  during  the  fummer  of  the  year  1 744, 
he  commanded  the  Dover,  of  forty  guns,  and  was  princi- 
pally employed  in  convoying  to  and  fro  the  Baltic  fleet; 
Before  the  end  of  the  feaf'on  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain 
of  the  Maidftone,  of  fifty  guns;  he  is  faid  by  fome  to- 
have  afterwards  commanded  the  Prince  Frederic,  but  of 
this  circumftance  we  are  not  certain  ;  and  if  really  a  fact, 
he  could  not  have  obtained  that  commiflion  till  after  me 
cbnclufion  of  the  war.  In  the  month  of  February  1753, 
be  was  appointed  to  the  Vanguard,  of  feventy  guns,  a 
guardihip  at  Plymouth,  but  did  not  long  retain  that  Na- 
tion, having  quitted  the  line  of  active  fervice  in 
November  following,  on  being  appointed  eommiflionar 
of  the  navy,  refidenl  at  the  port  tail-mentioned*.  He 
continued  to  nil  this  office  with  the  higheft  credit  till  the 
year  1775,  and  then  retired  with  the  ufual  penfion  granted 
on  fuperannuation.  He  did  not  long  furvive,  dying  at 
his  feat  in  Devonftiifeon  the  9th  of  June  1777. 

SAUNDERS,  Sir  Charles— This  brave  and  excellent 
officer,  to  whom  fortune  was  particularly  munificent  in 
affording  him  numerous  opportunities  of  acquiring  re- 
nown by  difplaying  that  gallantry  he  naturally  poflefled, 
entered  at  a  very  early  age  into  the  naval  lervicc 
After  palling  through  the  more  fubordinate  Marion  and 
attaining  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  he  was,  at  the  particular 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Anion,  appointed  to  ferve  on 
board  the  Centurion  in  that  capacity,  when  that  (hip  was 
Ordered  to  be  equipped  for  the  well-known  expedition  t» 
the  South  Seas.      Captain  Kidd,  of  the   Pearl  frigate, 


I  *  By  the  death  of  bis  elder  brother,  lit  John  Rogers,  on  the  Both 
ef  Dcceihber  1773,  he  Aiccetdcd  to  the  title  of  baronet. 
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dying  at  Tea,  on  the  laft  day  of  January,  when  the'fqua- 
dron  was  on  its  palfage  to  port  St.  Julian,  captain  Cheap, 
of  the  Trial  Hoop,  was  promoted  to  the  Wager  iiorelhip, 
as  fucceflbr  to  captain  Murray,  advanced  to  the  Pearl, 
and  Mr.  Saunders  MIS  appointed,  bis  fucceflbr  py  the 
commodore.  He  was  at  that  time  dangerouily  ill  of  a 
fever  on  board  the  Centurion ;  and,  in  coofequencc  of  the 
opinion  of  the  furgeons  that  it  would  be  extremely  ha- 
zardous to  remove  him  in  the  condition  he  then  was,  Mi. 
Anfon  gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Saumarez,  who  had  become 
his  firft  lieutenant  on  the  promotion  juft  Hated,  to  act.  as 
temporary  commander  of  the  floop  till  the  recovery  of 
Mr.  Saunders  mould  enable  him  to  undertake  the  charge 
himfelf. 

This  was  not  long  afterwards  the  cafe :  and  captain 
Saunders  had  immediately  to  encounter  a  fertes  of  dangers 
and  diftreffes  in  his  paflage  round  Cape  Horn,  the  melan- 
choly detail  of  which  has  been  already  given  at  Tome 
length  jn  our  account  of  lord  Anfon,  and  may  com- 
pletely favc  us  from  the  difagfeeable  taik  of  again  re- 
counting them. 

We  (ball  content  oUrfelves  therefore  with  briefly  notic- 
ing, that  ere  the  Trial  reached  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, ihe  had  buried  nearly  one-half  her  crew;  thofe 
who  gill  remained  alive  were  in  the  moft  infirm  and  de- 
plorable Irate;  fo  that  captain  Saunders,  his  lieutenant 
.  and  three  men,  were  the  only  perfons  that  could  be  faid  to 
be  capable  of  enduring  the  fatigues  neceflarily  attendant 
on  navigating  and  working  the  vefiel.  Such  was  their 
condition  when  they  reached  this  hofpitable  though  unin- 
habited fpot,  where  they  found  the  commodore  had  arrived 

The  crew  having  in  great  meaftire  recovered  from  the 
baneful  influence  of  the  fcurvy,  captain  Saunders  was- 
difpatched  to  Mafa  Fuero,  a  finall  ifland  not  far  diftant 
from  Juan  Fernandez,  hopes  being  entertained  that  forae 
of  the  miffing  fhips  of  the  fquaoron  had  put  in  there, 
miitaking  it  for  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous.  The 
Trial  having  circumnavigated  ihe  whole  ifland,  and  care- 
fully examined  every  creek  and  harbour  without  fuccefs, 
returned  to  Juan  Fernandez,  where  a  Spaniih  prize,  cap- 
tured by  idie  Centurion,  was  not  long  aikrw«ds  bought 
H  3  in. 
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in.  The  prifoners  on  board  this  fliip  on  feeing  the  Triat, 
knew  not  how  fufficiently  to  praife  and  commend  the 
indefatigable  diligence,  and  almoft  incredible  exertions  of 
the  Englilli,  in  having,  under  the  then  exilting  circom- 
ftances,  fatigued,  difpirited,  and  reduced  as  they  were  in 
numbers,  built  and  completely  equipped  fo  fuddenty,  a 
veflel  of  her  defcription ;  (hey,  the  Spaniards,  not  believ- 
ing it  poflible  that,  figuratively  fpeaking,  filch  a  cock- 
boat fliould  have  been  capable  of  effecting  a  paiTage'  round 
Cape  Horn,  when  the  fineft  and  beft  equipped  thips  in 
the  Spanifh  navy  had  been  compelled  to  put  back. 

All  things  being  nearly  ready  for  the  final  departure  of 
the  few  remaining  (hips  of  this  ill-fated  fquadron,  and  it 
being  generally  believed  that  the  Spaniards,  ftill  ignorant 
of  any  of  the  Britilh  (hips  having  reached  the  South  Seas 
in  fafety,  had  feveral  valuable  veifels  at  Tea,  the  Trial  was 
difpatchedon  a  cniife  in  the  month  of  September;  and  on 
the  18th,  a  very  few  days  afterwards,  took,  after  a 
longchacej  a  valuable  merchant-  (hip,  of  fix  hundred  tons 
burthen,  bound  from  Callao  to  Valparaifo.  As  a  coun- 
terbalance, however,  to  this  good  fortune, captain  Saunders 
had  fprung  one  of  bis  mails  during  the  cnace:  his  dif- 
afters  did  not  end  here;  being  foon  afterwards  joined 
by  the  commodore,  with  the  Spanifh  prize  he  had 
himfelf  taken  previous  to  his  quitting  Juan  Fernandez, 
the  Trial  fprung  her  remaining  mad  in  a  /quail,  and  be- 
came fo  leaky  as  to  be  fcarcely  kept  free,  except  by  con- 
tinued exertions  at  the  pumps :  it  was  determined,  there- 
fore, that  captain  Saunders  ihould  fcuttle  the  Trial  and 
remove  on  board  his  prize,  which  was  to  be  commif- 
fioned  as  a  frigate,  having  been  not  long  before  em- 
ployed as  one  in  the  Spanifn  fervice,  by  the  viceroy. 

The  guns  of  the  Trial,  together  with  thofe  which  bad 
belonged  to  the  Anna  Pink  victualler,  amounting  toge- 
ther to  twenty,  were  accordingly  put  on  board ;  and  cap- 
tain Saunders  having  removed  his  crew,  together  with 
fuch  (lores  as  could  be  got  out,  took  rank  as  a  poft 
captain  by  commiflion  from  the  commodore,  dated  the 
«6th  of  September,  1741,  to  command  this  veflel,  which 
was  called,  in  honour  to  his  diligence  and  exertions, 
the  Trial's  Prize.  The  commodore  had  parted  company 
with  captain  Saunders  before  thefc  matters  were  cora- 
6  pletely 
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pletely  adjufted,  in  fearch  of  fome  more  of  the  enemy's 
Ihips,  leaving  the  Centurion's  prize  to  affift.  him,  with 
orders,  that,  after  thefe  preliminary  duties'  were  fulfilled, 
they  fhould  proceed  in  company  to  cruize  for  a  month  off  ' 
(he  ifland  of  Valparaifo,  from  whence  they  were  to 
proceed  down  the  coaft  to  an  appointed  rendezvous  off 
Nafca,  where,  without  having  met  with  any  fuccefs,  they 
joined  the  commodore  on  the  2d  of  November.  The 
well-known  aftautt  on  the  town  of  Paha  took  place  in  a 
lew  days  afterwards,  but  captain  Saunders  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  otherwife  concerned  than  being  prefent  at  it- 
He  continued  in  company  with  the  commodore  and  the 
reft  of  the  fqiijdron  till  the  lpring  following  withbut 
meeting  with  any  remarkable  occurrence;  the  crews,  then 
fo  much  reduced  in  numbers,  and  divided  as  they  wen! 
into  five  veflels,  threL'  of  which  were  large,  being  totally 
inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of  navigating  them  acrofs  that 
immenfe  fouthern  ocean  which  lay  before  them,  it  was 
determined  to  deftroy  captain  Saunders's  frigate,  together 
with  the  two  other  prizes-  This  refolution  was,  after 
removing  on  board  the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  the 
moll  valuable  part  of  what  they  contained,  accordingly 
carried  into  execution,  in  the  harbour  of  Cheqtietan,  on 
the  27th  of  April. 

The  greater  number  both  of  officers  and  men  were  fent  on 
board  the  Gloucefter,  that  fhip  being  by  far  the  worft  manned 
of  the  two.  Her  untimely  fate,  as  well  as  all  the  principal 
circumftances  and  events  which  took  place  on  board  the  . 
Centurion  herfelf,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Macao,  when 
captain  Saunders  quilted  her,  have  been  already  given  in 
our  account  of  Mr.  Anfon*.  In  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber 174a,  which  was  immediately  after  the  Centurion 
reached  China,  captain  Saunders,  being  charged  with 
difpatches  from  the  commodore,  took  his  pafTage  to 
England  on  board  a  Swedilh  (hip,  in  which  he  arrived  in 
the  Downs,  after  a  profperous  patfage,  in  the  month  of 
May  1743.  He  was  not  long  afterwards  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  Sapphire,  of  forty-four  guns,  one  of  the  vetTels 
employed,  during  the  entiling  fpring,  in  cruifing  off  the 
coaft  of  Flanders,  and  in  watching  the  port  of  Dunkirk. 
The  only  fuccefs  he  appears  to  have  met  with  while  thus 

*  Seevol.iv.   p,  ub,  et  feq. 
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employed  was  the  capture  of  a  galliot  hoy,  from  Dant- 
sick)  on  (he  7th  of  April,  having  on  board  nearly 
two  hundred  officers  and  foldiers,  belonging  to  connt 
Lowendahls  regiment  at  Dunkirk,  which  had  been  raifed 
at  the  former  place  for  the  fervice  of  the  French  king. 
He  continued  in  the  Sapphire,  we  believe,  till  his  promo- 
tion to  the  Sandwich,  of  ninety  guns,  which  took  place  in 
(he  month, of  March  1745.  He  remained  in  this  (hip, 
which  we  believe  to' have  been  employed  as  a  guard-fhip 
but  a  very  fhort  time,  being,  in  the  month  of  April  enfu- 
ing,  removed  into  the  more  a&lve  ftation  of  captain  of 
the  Gloucefter,  of  fifty  guns,  a  new  (hip  lint  launched, 
fupplying  the  place  of  that  before  loft  witrj  Mr.  Anfon. 

In  1746,  being  then  engaged  on  a  cruife  in  company 
with,  and  under  (he  orders  of  captain  Cheap,  in  the  Lark, 
they  captured  Le  Fort  de  Nants,  a  regifter  iMp  from  New 
Spain,  valued  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
We  have  no  fubfequcnt  information  concerning  him  till 
October  1747*,  when  he  commanded  the  Yarmouth,  of  64 
ins,  one  of  the  mips  under  the  command  of  rear-admiral 
.  'awke,  which  totally  defeated  and  captured  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  French  fquadron,  under  monf.  l/Etendiere. 
To  this  very  brilliant  vi&ory  captain  Saunders  very  emi- 
nently contributed ;  two  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  of  feventy- 
four  guns  each,  the  Neptune  and  Monarque,  having,  as 
is  confidently  reported,  (truck  to  the  Yarmouth.  Though 
his  lofs  in  the  preceding  a&ion  was  very  confiderable, 
•mounting  to  nearly  one  hundred  of  his  crew  killed  and 
wounded,  he  is  faid  to  have  prepofed  to  the  captains  S.tu~ 
marez  and  Rodney,  of  the  Nottingham  and  Eagle,  the 
former  of  which  gentlemen  had  ferved  with  him  in  the 
Centurion,  that  they  fhould  purluc  the  Tonnant,  of  eighty- 
guns,  and  Jmrepide,  of  feventy-four,  which  were  then 
endeavouring  to  make  their  efcape.  This  meafure  ap- 
pears to  have  been  carried  into  execution,  but  its  fucceft 
Was  fatally  prevented  by  the  unfortunate  death  of  captain 
Saumarez  of  the  Nottingham  t- 
He 

•  In  the  abfenre  of  firPierry  Bretr,  the  proper  raptain,  he  himfelf 
having  been  appointed  lo  theTyeer,  a  new  fourth  rue  of  fixty  sum. 

+  The  following  account  of  bis  gallantry  on  this  occafiou  is  eircn 
in  a  letter,  written  by  an  officer  Mon^inj;  to  the  Yarmouth.  It  Dean 
tellimoriy  too  honourable  'o  'be  character  of  captain  Saonderi  to  be 
here  omitted; 

,  '  »  *'  Though 
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He  was  one  of  the  witneifes  examined  on  the  trial  of 
captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent,  in  the  month  of  November; 
but  is  not  otheiwife  mentioned)  at  connected  with  the 
fervice,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  In  the  month 
Of  April  1750,  he  was  defied  representative  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  as  fuccefior  to  tha- 
kwd  Verefieauclerck,  then  created  a  peer  of  Great  Britain 
by  the  title  of  lord  Vcre,  of  Han  worth.  On  the  26th 
of  September  in  the  following  year,  he  married  ,    , 

Only  daughter  to  James  Buck,  efq.  a  banker  in  London. 
In  January  following  he  was  nominated  commodore  of  the 
fquadron  ordered  for  the  Straight*  for  the  purpofe  of  reliev- 
ing Mr.  Keppel,  who  then  held  the  chief  command  there ; 
but  his  deltination  was  afterwards  changed,  for,  in  May 
following,  he  was  appointed  commodore  and  commander- 
in-chief  on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
protecting  the  fifhery  in  that  quarter.     Having  hoiftcd  his 


"  Though  the  Yarmouth  without  'difpule  had  as  great  a  fhare  ai 
any  Eagle  fliip  in  the  fleet,  if  not a greater,  in  the  cugageaierit  with  the 
French,  October  14(0,  ret,  in  all  the  aceoonu  1  bi*e  (ten,  fhe  ii  not 
fo  much  as  mentioned,  as  though  r.o  fuch  Ihip  had  been  there.  Iiii  fome- 
tbing  furprizing  that  admiral  Hawke  fhould  he  and  notice,  in  hit 
Jong  account,  [fie  behaviour  of  (be  Lion,  Louifa,  Tilbury,  and  Eagle, 
and  yet  could  di  Trover  nothing  of  the  extraordinary  courage  and  con- 
daft  of  captain  Saunders,  of  the  Yanatuith,  who  lay  two  hour*  and  a 
half  clofe  engaged  with  the  Neptune,  ■  fevenry-gun  Ihip,  with  (even 
hundred  men,  which  be  never  quitted  till  (be  (truck,  although  the 
Monarch,  a  feventy-four  gun  Ihip,  who  [truck  to  us  likewife,  lay  upon 
oar  bow  for  fotne  rime,  and  another  of  the  enemy's  fhipi  upon  our 
Here.  When  the  Neptune  (truck,  after  killing  them  one  hundred  men 
and  wounding  one  handled  and  forty,  She  was  fo  clofe  to  ui  that 
our  men  jumped  into  her;  and,  notwithstanding  fuch  long  warm  wtk, 
the  (hip  much  difabled  in  mall)  and  rigging,  and  twenty  two  men 
killed  and  feventy  wounded,  his  courage  did  not  cool  here.  He 
could  not  with  patience  fee  the  French  admiral  and  the  Intrepide,  a 
fr.Tcniy-fuur  gun  fhip  getting  away,  and  none  of  our  (hips  after  them  i 
nor  could  he  think  of  preferring  bis  own  fecurity  to  the  glory  and  in- 
tercfLof  bii country,  but  ardently  wi filed  to  purfue  them,  he  propofed 
it  therefore  to  capiainSauinaru  in  the  Nottingham,  and  captain  Rodney 
in  the  Eagle,  who  were  within  hail  of  ua ;  but  captain  Saumam  being 
sofortoiiaiily  killed  by  the  firft  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  Nottingham 
bauted  (heir  wind  and  did  no  more  ferricei  and  the  Eagle  never  came 
Bear  enough  te  do  any ;  (a  thai  the  Yarmouth  had  to  deal  with  both 
t)F  the  enemy'!  ftipj  for  fome  time,  till  at  length  they  got  out  of  that 
reach  of  our  guns.     I  think  fo  much  bravery  and  noble  fpiril  ought 
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pendant  on  board  the  Penzance,  of  forty  guns,  he  failed 

Juickly  afterwards,  having  additional  inftruetions  to  fearch 
or  a  pretended  ifland,  which  it  was  fuppofed  had  been 
difcovered  in  latitude  40/  40",  longitude  24'  30",  from  the 
Lizard,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  which  Mr.  Rodney  had 
juft  before,  cruifed  for  ten  days  without  fuccefs. 

Captain  Saunders  was  not  in  any  degree  more  fortunate 
than  his  predeceffbr.  In  the  month  of  April  1754,  he 
was  appointed  treasurer  of  Greenwich-hofpital,  an  office 
he  held  twelve  years,  and  then  refigned  on  being  promoted 
to  the  very'  elevated  ft  at  ion  of  firft  commi  ill  oner  of  the 
admiralty.  In  the  parliament  which  met  at  Wcftmin- 
fter.  May  the  31ft,  1754,  he  was  defied  reprefentativefor 
the  borough  of  Heydon,  in  Yorkfhtre,  a  truft  rcpofed  in 
him,  through  the  inter  eft  of  his  fteady,  conflant  friend 
lord  Anfon.  In  the  month  of  March  1755,  a  rupture 
with  France  being  then  almoft  daily  apprehended,  he  was 
appointed  commander  of  the  Prince,  a  new  fhip'of  ninety 
guns,  launched  a  ihort  time  before,  and,  in  the  month  of 
June,  gave  a  moil  fplendid  entertainment  to  a  mod  nu- 
merous aflemblage  of  the  firft  nobility  in  the  kingdom, 
■who  repaired  to  Portfmouth  on  the  anniverfary  of  the 
king's  acceffion,  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  the  formid- 
able fleet  then  collected  at  Spithead,  dreffed  in  the 
colours  of  different  nations,  as  is  cultomary  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions. 

Mr.  Saunders  refigned  the  command  of  the  Prince,  in 
the  month  of  December  following,  on  being  appointed 
comptroller  of  the  navy.  Immediately  after  this  pro- 
motion he  was,  in  teftimony  of  that  univerfal  refpecr  in 
which  he  was  held,  elected  one  of  the  elder  brethren  of  the 
trinity-houfe.  His  feat  in  parliament  having  become 
vacated  by  his  appointment  of  comptroller,  he  was  re- 
elected for  the  fame  borough  he  had  before  reprefented. 
In  the  month  of  June  1750,  advice  being  received  of  the 
mifcarriage  of  the  fleet,  tinder  Mr.  Byng,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, a  fpecial  promotion  of  flag-officers  was  made, 
and  extended  purpofely  to  Mr.  Saunders,  who  failed  im- 
mediately afterwards,  with  fir  Edward  Hawke,  as  a 
paflenger  on  board  the  Antelope,  for  Gibraltar,  where  he 
was  to  hoitt  his  flag  as  rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  On 
the  return  of  fir  Edward  to  England,  in  the  month  of 
January 
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January  1 757,  he  was  left  commander-in-chief  on  the  Me* 
diterranean  fiat  ion;  but  no  occurrence  very  worthy  notice* 
appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the  time  he  held  this 
Very  honourable  appointment. 

No  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman  after  his  return 
from  this  ftaiion  till  the  month  of  February  1759,  except 
that,  in  1758.  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the 
white.  Early  in  1750,  having  been  previously  pro* 
rooted  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  he  was  appoint- 
ed commander-in-chief  of  the  fleet  de  (lined  for  the 
attack  of  Quebec.  He  failed  for  Louilburg,  from  .Spit- 
head,  on  the  17th  of  February,  having  the  following  (hips 
under  his  orders  :  the  Neptune,  ninety  guns,  (flag  (hip); 
the  Royal  William,  eighty-four;  the  Dublin,  Shrewfbury, 
and  Warfpite,  feventy-four;  Orford,  feventy;  Akide, 
and  Sterling  Caftle,  fixty-four;  the  Lizard,  of  twenty  $ 
the  Scorpion  Hoop,  the  Baltimore,  Pelican  and  Racehorfe 
bomb  veilels;  the  Cormorant,  Strombolo  and  Vefuvius 
firefhips.  Admiral  Holmes,  who  ferved  under  him,  had 
failed  from  Spi  thead  with  a  divifion  three  days  before  him. 
Mr.  Saunders  was  in  fight  of  Louiiburg  on  the  2ift  of 

*  The  nioii  remarkable  appears  10  hive  been  ihe  following  ftir- 
tnifb,  which  took  place  early  in  (he  year,  with  a  final  I  French  fqu*. 
dron,  bound  to  Louifburg,  under  monfieur  Reveft.  The  Phttuis, 
captain  Wharfe,  arrived  al  Plymouth  on  the  E6th  of  April,  in  eigh- 
leen  days  from  Malaga,  and  reports,  thai  on  (be  id  inftant  admiral 
Saundcrs,at  Gibraltar,  had  received  an  exprefs  from  Malaga, with  advice, 
that  there  were,  off  that  port,  four  French  men  of  war  of  feventy-four 
guiiK  each :  on  which  be  went  out  with  the  Cullodcn,  Berwick,  Prin- 
Cefs  Louifa,  Guernfey,  and  Portland,  to  cruife  in  the  gut;  and  on  the 
jth,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  faw  the  French.  He  being 
10  leeward  formed  a  line  ;  and  about  fun-fet  the  enemy  did  the  fame, 
about  (wo  mi  lea  to  windward  of  our  admiral,  and  began  to  fire,  but  did 
not  reach  ourfhip*.  The  Guernfey  and  Louifa  gut  within  ihot  and  began 
to  engage;  but  before  the  reft  got  up  it  was  night,  and  the  two  ujuadrom 
loll  fight  of  each  other.  About  nine  o'clock,  the  moon  gcttingup,  the 
Guernfey  and  Louifa  faw  the  French  again.  The  admiral  madcaugnal 
to  chafe,  but  could  not  come  up  with  them.  On  the  8th  the  Pho-nii; 
fpoke  with  one  of  the  admiral's  (hips,  who  faid  they  had  lot)  fight  of 
the  French  the  day  before.  Thefe  French  men  of  war  have  a  good 
number  of  land  forces  on  board,  and  are  fuppofed  to  be  bound  to 
America]  having,  by  favour  of  a  levant  wind,  efcaped  and  proceeded  oa 
their  voyage.  The  names  of  tbc  (hips  were,  the  HcQor,  Achilles, 
and  Valiant,  of  feventy-fottr  gnnt  cub ;  the  Soubuc,  of  City -fix,  and 
•  fslacca,  of  twenty- fix, 
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April ;  but  that  harbour  being  blocked  up  with  ice,  he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia. 
Having  received  intelligence  before  be  left  England  that 
a  i'mall  French  fquadron,  with  fome  victuallers  and  trans- 
ports, had  failed  before  him  for  the  deftined  object  of 
his  attack,  he  immediately  detached  admiral  Durel  with  it 
dmfion  of  the  fleet,  to  cruife  off  the  ifle  of  Coudres,  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  hopes  he  might  be  able  to  inter- 
cept the  enemy ;  but,  notwithftandlng  this  diligent  ex- 
ertion, the  Eoglilh  fquadron  arrived  not  in  time  to 
effeci  that  purpofe.  As  foon  as  the  navigation  was 
deemed  Sufficiently  open,  which  was  not  the  cafe  till  the 
end  of  May,  the  vice-admiral  failed  with  the  remainder 
of  hit  force,  and  on  the  6th  of  June  was  off  Scutari,  {laud- 
ing in  for  the  rivet  St.  Lawrence,  from  whence  he  fent 
intelligence  to  England  of  the  progrefs  he  had  then  made. 
The  fleet  which,  when  united,  confided  of  twenty-one 
fhips  of  (he  line,  befides  frigates,  fmaller  velTels  of  war 
and  tranfports,  did  not  reach  the  defined  point  of  difem- 
barkation,  on  the  ifland  of  Orleans,  till  the  26th ;  and  ou  the 
following  day  the  troops  were  landed.  On  the  28th  the 
enemy  made  an  attempt  to  burn  the  Britifh  mips,  by 
lending  down  from  Quebec  feven  fire  rafts,  or  veflels ;  but 
fuch  expeditious  exertions  were  made,  that,  although  the 
fleet,  together  with  the  tranfports,  which  were  numerous  and 
fpread  acrofs  the  greater  part  of  the  channel,  the  fire- 
vefTels  were  all  towed  clear,  by  the  boats,  without  doing 
the  fmalleft  injury.  On  the  28th  of  July  a  fecond  attempt 
ef  a  fimilar  nature  was  made  by  the  enemy,  who  fent 
down  a  raft  of  ftre-ftagts,  confining  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred radeaux,  a  meafure  which  fucceeded  no  better  than 
the  former  had  done.  The  fub  Sequent  events  of  this 
very  memorable  fiege  have  nothing  to  diftinguifli  them 
from  thofe  occurrences  which  ufuaily  take  place  on  fiich 
occaflons;  and  it  is  only  neceflary  to  add,  that  the  pru- 
dence, the  diligence,  the  general  ability  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral, proved  completely  competent,  far  as  his  department 
was  concerned,  to  the  removal  of  thofe  numerous  obsta- 
cles which  fo  long  impeded  the  day  of  victory  and  fuecefs, 
and  the  provifion  for  thofe  unforefcen  exigencies  which, 
for  a  coniiderable  fpace  of  time,  appeared  as  it  were 
daily  to  multiply.  , 
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Immediately  on  the  fur  render  of  Quebec,  Mr.  Saun* 
den  having  fupplied  that  place  with  provifions  from  the 
flnps  as  well  as  circumftances  would  permit,  failed, 
on  his  return  to  England,  with  fuch  part  of  the  fleet  as  it 
was  neceflary  for  him  to  bring  home.  He  had  nearly 
reached  the  Channel  when  he  is  faid  to  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  Breft  fquadron  was  at  fea,  and  ia- 
ftantlv  took  the  fpiritcd  rcfolution  of  proceeding  to  join 
Cr  Edward  Hawke,  difpatching  a  veflcl  to  England  with 
intelligence  to  the  admiralty  of  the  ftep  he  had  taken,  and 
the  hopes  he  entertained  of  their  approval.  Receiving, 
however,  while  purfuing  his  route,  intelligence  that  the 
conctft  had  been  gtoriouQj  decided  by  the  total  defeat  of  the 
French  admiral,  he  changed  his  courfe  once  more  and  went 
aibore  at  Cork.  He  travelled  by  land  to  Dublin,  when 
he  arrived  on  the  15th  of  December ;  and  going  acciden- 
tally to  the  play,  he  was  received  with  that  unanimous 
applaufe,  by  the  whole  audience,  which  being  mod  truly 
and  honeftly  merited,  could  not  be  otherwife  than  highly 
gratifying,  even  to  a  character  perfectly  unafiailed  by  va- 
nity and  proof  agaJnft  the  rooft  fubtle  flattery. 

On  the  a6th  «f  the  fame  month  he  arrived  in  London, 
where  bis  reception,  both  by  his  Sovereign  and  the  people, 
was  equally  honourable  to  him.  Some  days  previous  to 
his  arrival  *  he  was  appointed  lieutenant-general  «f 
marines.  On  taking  his  teat  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  23d  of  January  1760,  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  wer* 
given  him  by  the  fpoaker.  In  the  enfuing  fpring  he  was 
appointed  commander-in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
taUcd  from  Spithead  on  the  aift  of  May,  having  his  flag 
tnll  on  board,  the  Neptune,  with  the  Somerfet,  of  fevemy 
guns ;  the  Firme,  of  fi*iy  ;  and  the  Prefton,  of  fifty.  He 
arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  oth  of  June.  No  material 
•ccunwnce  took  place  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
for  the  naval  power  of  France  was  annihilated  in  the 
Mediterranean.  In  the  new  parliament,  which  was 
*no/etitn  the  beginning  of  lj6t,  but  did  not  meet  till  tho 
month  of  November,    be  was   re-elccled  member,  for 


*  See  Gascuc,  Dec.  8,  1755. 
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Heydon;  and,  on  the  26th  of  May*,  was  inftalled,  by 
proxy,  knight  companion  of  the  moll  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath.  Sir  Charles  continued  at  Gibraltar  till  the 
conclufion  of  the  war ;  and  was,  during  his  abfence,  in  the 
month  of  October  1762,  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  white.  On  the  30th  of  Auguft  1765,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  commiflioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord 
high  admiral;  and,  on  the  16th  of  September  1766,  being 
advanced  to  be  firft  commiffioner,  was  fworn  in  one 
cf  the  members  of  his  majefty's  molt  honourable  privy 
council. 

A  fliort  anecdote,  and  of  the  mofl  honourable  kind  to 
fir  Charles,  relative  to  this  appointment,  we  have  already 
bad  occafion  to  relate,  as  connected  with  our  account  of 
admiral  fir  George  PoCockt.  He  retained  his  high  office 
only  till  the  13th  of  December  following,  and  then 
resigning,  never,  fubfequent  to  this  time,  returned  to  any 
public  ftation.  In  the  funeral  proceffion  of  the  duke  of 
Vork,  on  the  3d  of  November  1767,  he  was  one  of  the- 
admirals  who  Supported  the  canopy*  In  the  new  parlia- 
ment, which  met  in  the  month  of  May  1 768,  he  was  again 
icchofen  reprefentative  for  the  borough  of  Heydon.  In 
the  month  of  October  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be  ad- 
miral of  the  blue.  In  the  new  parliament  convened  in 
1774,  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  borough  of  Yarmouth, 
where  he  was  tmfuccefsful;  but  was,  for  the  fourth  time, 
re-elected  for  Heydon.  He  did  not  long  furvive  this  event, 
dying,  at  his  houfe  in  Spring-gardens,  of  the  gout  in  his 
ftomach,  on  the  7th  of  December  1775. 

To  fay  he  died  lamented  and  regretted  by  all  who  knew 
him,  would  be  beftowing  only  that  faint  praife  which 
contracts  the  extent  of  that  high  eft  i  mat  ion,  even  to  vene- 
ration, in  which  he  was  univerfally  held  by  men  of  all 
parties,  defcriptions,  and  opinions.  In  a  very  few 
hours  after  his  deceafe  fir  George  Saville,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  who  had  been  hie  intimates;  announced  his  death 
with  all  the  affectionate  honefty,  impaftioned  warmth  and- 

*  Hit  cruifcrj  were  more  fucceiiful  in  ibe  com Ic  of  tbit  year  ibam 
they  had  been  in  the  preceding,  having  taken  many  prizes,  one  of  (hem 
the  OrifUmroe,  of  which  we  ftaH  hereafter  fpe»k. 

t  See  vol.  iv.  p.  405. 
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effufion  of  private  friendfliip,  exalted,  if  poffible,  beyond 
itfelf  by  the  bitter  reflection  on  what  might  be  deemed  a 
public  lofs.  The  juftice  of  the  eulogium  they  feveralfy 
pronounced  on  that  melancholy  occafion  was  unanimoufly 
confefled  by  all  who  heard  it,  and  caufed  an  encreafe  of 
forrow,  by  painting  in  its  proper  colours  the  extent  of  a 
national  lofs.  His  corpfe  was  privately  interred  in  Weft- 
minfter-abbey,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame  month,  near  the 
monument  of  general  Wolfe,  who  had  been  his  noble 
aflbciate  in  war,  his  compeer  in  gallantry,  but,  from  the 
untimely  fate  of  the  general,  not  in  fortune,  SirCharles 
died  poficfled  of  a  very  considerable  property,  the  bulk  of 
which  he  bequeathed  to  his  niece;  but,  independant  of 
that,  left  feveral  very  handfome  legacies;  one  in  particu- 
lar to  the  late  lord  vifcount  Keppel,  with  whom  he  had 
ferved  on  board  the  Centurion. 

SWANTON,  Thomas, — was,  on  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary 174.1,  promoted,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be 
captain  of  the  Liverpool,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns.  Very 
few  particulars  are  related  concerning  his  fervice,  which 
appears  to  have  been  totally  confined  to  cruifing  off  the 
coaft  of  Spain ;  in  which  employment  we  mult,  however, 
obferve,  he  met  with  fome  fuccefs.  He  was  early  in  the 
year  1744,  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  on  which  ftation 
he  died,  in  the  employment  of  convoying  an  outward- 
bound  fleet  to  Turkey,  on  the  12th  of  Auguit  enfuing. 

SWAYSLAND,  Henry, —  was,  in  1740,  advanced 
from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the  Shark 
ftoop ;  from  which  veflel  he  was  promoted,  on  the  22d  of 
January  1740,  to  be  captain  of  the  Lively  frigate,  a  veflel 
employed  at  that  time,  with  one  or  two  others  of  the  fame 
force,  in  protecting  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey. 
Extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  we  do  not  find  the  lead: 
fubfequent  mention  made  of  this  gentleman,  except  that, 
in  1756,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  with  the 
rank  and  half  pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  a  circumftance  he  did, 
not  long  furvme,  dying  on  the  19th  of  October  in  the 
following  year. 

TUCKER,  Thomas.— The  firft  information  we  have 
of  this  gentleman  is,  that  he  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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17+0,  appointad  commander  of  the  Princeft  Royal*, 
an  hofpital  fhip  attached  to  the  fleet  fent  0 tit  to  the 
Weil  Indies  under  rear-admiral  fir  Chaloner  Ogle.  It 
Cannot  be  fuppofttd  any  thing  very  interesting  mould 
occur  while  he  retained  fuch  a  command  :  after  his  return 
from  that  unhappy  expedition  he  was  promoted,  on  the 
17th  of  July  1 741,  to  b«  captain  of  the  Foweyj  in  which 
fhip,  being  Rationed  in  %c  Weft  Indies,  in  1743  he  hat) 
the  good  fortune  10  captures  Spanifli  regifter  itiip,  called 
the  St.  Jofeph  Le  Defiderio,  faid  to  have  been  worth 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thou  land  pounds;  otherwifc  he 
is  unhappily  in  the  tame  predicament  with  the  gentleman 
■aft-mentioned  on  the  (core  of  incelebrity,  being  no 
©merwife  noticed  than  as  having  been,  as  well  as  captain 
Swayflandj.put  on  the  fupe  ran  muted  lift,  in  1756,  with 
the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  in 
Wales  on  the  8th  of  Aiiguft  1766. 

UTTING,  Afliby, — was,  on  the  35th  of  March  1741, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Mary  galley,  and  was  fent 
to  the  Mediterranean,  from  whence  he  foon  returned  back 
to  England.  Being  ordered  in  the  fame  thip  to  America, 
he  died  at  South  Carolina,  in  the  prime  of  life,  on  the 
26th  of  July  1742,  as  we  are  informed,  of  a  total  decay, 
induced  merely  by  intemperance.  May  his  untimely  end 
deter  others  from  pur fuing  the  fame  unhappy  courfe  t, 

WARD,  Henry, — was,  on  the  25th  of  May  1741, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Sheertiels  frigate  by  Mr. 
Vernon,  under  whom  he  had  previously  ferved  as  lieute- 
nant. Very  foon  after  he  received  this  appointment  he 
captured  and  carried  to  Jamaica  a  very  rich  Spaniih  [hip, 
called  the  Nueflra  Senora  Del  Rofario.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  any  fubfequent  infarraation  relative 
to  this  gentleman  till  the  month  of  January  1753,  when 


t  .finch  ia*he  date  given  by  Mr.  Hardy  of  thit'geMleinaa'i  death 

ai  wcH  as  of  the  fhip  he  commanded.  Another  account  dates  him  ID 
have  died  at  the  fame  time,  but  captain  of  (he  A [{borough  frigate.  A 
■third  account,  which  we  tnoft  credit,  dates  him  10  have  died  on  the 
Carolina  Ration  in  1746,  being  at  tliat  time  captain  of  the  GoTport, 
of  forty-four  guns.  He  ii  likewife  faid  to  havi:  commanded  the  Loo, 
«  fhip  of  the  fame  force,  about  the  year  1744. 

he 
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he  was , appointed -to  command  the  Culloden,  of  -fe verity- 
four  guns,  then  newly  equipped  and  commiflioned  as  a 
guard  fhip  in  the  Med  way.  In  1755,  when  a  rupture 
with  France  was  apprehended,  he  was  ordered  to  ihe  Nore( 
as  is  cuftomary  on  the  expectation  of  fuch  an  event.  In 
the  following  year  he  was  fent  out  in  the  fame  (hip  wit)) 
Mr.  Byng,  but  does  not  appear  tp  have  been  engaged,  or 
at  moft  very  trivially  fo,  in  the  encounter  with  the  French 
fieet  off  Mahon.  His  inaction  was,  we  muft  in  juftice 
to  him  obferve,  unavoidable,  he  having  been  ftationed  in 
the  line  as  the  admiral's  fecond  aftern,  and,  owing  to  cir- 
cum  (lances  that  have  been  already  explained*,  consequently 
prevented  from  clofing  with  the*enemy.  Not  long  after  hi? 
return  from  the  Mediterranean t,  that  is  to  fay  on  the  ift 
of  July  1757,  he  was  put  on  the  Superannuated  lift  with 
the  rank  and  half  pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  on  the 
4th  of  December  1766. 

WATSON,  Nathaniel, — was,  on  the  16th  of  January 
1 741,  promoted  to  the  Feveriham,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four 
guns,  then  newly  rebuilt.  He  was  foon  ordered  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  fome  time  after  thearrival  of  Mr.  Mathews 
refigned  that  command.  No  fubfequent  mention,  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  difcover,  is  made  of  him  in  the  fervice, 
which  we  have  been,  indeed,  informed  he  quitted  foon 
afterwards.     He  died  in  England  on  February  17,  1766. 

WARING,  Rupert,— was,  on  the  16th  of  September 
1 741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate*. 
After  his  return  to  England  he  was  ordered  to  Jamaica,  where 
the  Lark  was  in  ferve  as  an  hulk.  Whether  he  Commanded 

•  See  the  meiooiriof  Mr.  Byng,  vol.iv.  p.  151.  Captain  Ward 
wis  one  of  the  witneflej  examined  un  ihat  admiral']  (rial,  and  bora 
exceedingly  bard  upon  him.  He  depofed  thai  the  enemy's  [hot  fell 
fiinrt  of  him  though  to  leeward  of  the  Ramillics ;  and  declared,  as  hit 
fen  time  nts,  thai  if  Mr.  Byng  had  borne  down,  the  greater  part  of  the 
French  fleet  might  hive  been  taken.  This,  however,  11  a  mere 
matter  of  private  opinion. 

t  From  whence  he  wai  ordered  home  ai  an  evidence  agsiinO.  Mr.Byng. 

}  This  fhould  be  the  Lark.  A  private  memorandum,  with  which 
we  have  been  obligingly  furnifhed,  informs  us  he  did  not  lake  poll  in 
the  Greyhound,  being  only  appointed,  by  order  of  admiralty,  to 
proceed  to  Lifhon  in  this  Ihlp,  carrying  with  him  a  commiflion  to 
captain  Francis  Parry,  of  the  Grampus  floop  upon  that  fiation,  to 
command  the  Greyhound]  and  for.  which  floop  captain  Waring  bad 
a  commifGon,  with  orders  10  fwear  captain  Party  iota  the  command 
of  the  (hip  fiifi  mentioned. 

Vol.  V.  I  *at 
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mat  veflel  at  the  time  it  overftt  m  theharbbu'r  of  "Port 
S.oyal,  on  the  20th  of  O&ober  1744,  docs  nOt  appear. 
He  is  not  oth'er'wife  mentioned,  except  as  having  died  in 
England' on  flic  1 3th  of'FebruafV  1753. 

YOUNG,  Robert.— Wefindthisgcntlehiahmentionea 
kt  lieutenant  of  the  Mary  Galley  fobn  after  the  commence- 
Went  ofthe'war  with  Spain.  About  May  174.1,  he'was 
advanced  to  dc  commander  of  the  Scipio  nremip,  and 
from  thence  promoted,  on  the  ill  of  October  following, 
to  be  captain  either  of  the  Biddeford  Or  Blandford  frigate. 
No  mention  Is  made  of  him  while  he  continued  in  this 
veflel,  nor,  indeed,  afterwards  till  the  year  1744,  at  which 
time  he  commanded  the  Kinfale  on  me  Newfound- 
land llation.  He  diftingdfhed  h i in felf  exceedingly,  in  the 
month  of  September,  by  an  enterprize  he  proje&ed-and 
caufed  to  be  carried  into  execution,  with  much  fuccefs, 
againft  fome  French  fhips  in  the  harbour  of  Filhotte,  'a 
particular  account  of  which  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought 
uninterefting. — He  "had  made  prize  of  a  large  fhip  a  fhort 
time  before,  having  manned  that  veflel  with  eighty  of  his 
own  crew,  and  as  many  flout  volunteers  from  the  fliOre ; 
arming  her  alfo  with  twenty  guns,  he  fem  her  wiih> 
three  fiout  privateers,  carrying  three  hundred  men, 
to  attempt  the  enemy.  The  prize  led  into  the  harbour, 
but  unfortunately  grounded  thrice:  the  lift  time  in 
Twinging  off,  Ihe  fell  athwart  the  bow  of  the  Moderate, 
one  of  the  French  (hips,  carrying  twelve  guns  and  feVenty- 
five  men;  and  having  quickly  carried  her  by  board- 
ing, her  force  was  immediately  employed  againft  four 
other  French  (hips,  all  armed,  which  were  then  lying  in 
the   harbour.     A  defperate    action    immediately    com- 

'menced,  and  after  a  mod  fpirited  conteft,  which  oonti- 

'nued  five  hours  and  an  half,  ended  in  the  furrehaer  of  all 
the  enemy's  fhips.  Thefe  were,  the  St.  Denis,  of  four- 
teen guns  and  fifty-three  men ;  the  Marquis  De  So,  of 
fourteen  guns  and  eighty-fix  meh ;  the  Due  De  Penthi- 
evre,  of  twelve  gUnsand  eighty-four  men;  and  the  Jafon, 

I  of  fourteen  guns  and  eighty  men.  This  conqueft  was ;"not, 
however,  atchieved  without  fome  lofs ;  ten  of  the  Eriglifh 
were  killed  and  thirty  wounded :  but  a  much'  greater 
daughter  was  made  on  board  the  enemy's  fhips:  the 
number  of  prifoherstaken,  not  much  exceeding  twomin- 

.  died,  reaving  ninety  pcrfoni  unaccounted  for  in  any  other 
6  'way 
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iyay  :th»o  by  liippofmg  them  flain.  This  action  w$* 
rendered  the  more  honourable  to  the  allailants  from  the 
circumftance  .of  the- privateers  having  bean,  unable  io^ojp 
in  ■the.  attach,  or  get  into  the  harboUr  till  the  victory  wa-s 
Btchieved. — Captain  Youtig  proceeded  to  Ljibon,  with  th£ 
fleet. accuitemed  to  proceed  thither  from  Newfoundland, 
in  the  .month  of  November  ;  but  we  have  not  been  able 
to  procure  any  other  information  concerning  him,  except 
that  we  believe  him  to  have  retained  the  command  of  the 
Kioiate  till,  nearly  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened, 
according  to  the  beft  accounts  we  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, .on  the  19th  of  November  1750;  but,  according  to 
Mr..  Hardy's,  which  in  this  inftance  we  believe  to.be 
erroneous,  on  the  4th  of  December  1754. 


1742.      , 

■BURNABY,  Sir  William,  —  was  the  descendant  bf a 
Very  refpe&abieOxJbrdlhire  family;  and  having  at- 
Jached  htaifclfto.a  naval  life,  was,  about  the. month  fef 
Augitft  1 J41,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be 
commander  of  the  Thunder  bomb-ketch,  and  {boh 
■afterwards  fen  t  out  to  Mr.  Vernon  on  the  Weil  India 
■ibukwr"  :  he  was  there  promoted  by  that  admiral  to  be 
captain 

*  A  whimficul  anecdote  has  been  related  to  us,  ffom  good  autho- 
rity, relative  to  the  firii  interview  which  took  plate  between  Mr. 
Vernon  and  himfelf,  on  his  arrival  on  ihe  Weft  India  nation.  Mr. 
Burnaby  was  a  nan  extremely,  attached  to  exterior  appearapce,  add 
aimed,  on  all  .occafioni,  at  being  the  bell  drefltd  man  in  whatever 
company  he  mixed :  he  even  carried  this  defire,  on  fome  occasions, 
-to  an  beigbt  which  expofed  him  to  ri-liciile  and  the. imputation  of  ab- 
surdity. Mr:  Vcrnon.it  is  well  known,  was  of  a  very  different  turn  pj£ 
mind ;  he,  on  ihe  oppcifitt  direction,  funk  hii  ideas  of  drefs  into  a  flov- 
etily  appearance,  highly  improper  in  an  officer  of  any  rank,  and  truly 
reprchenGblciQaeommander-in-chiefHkehimfelf, as,  well  a* derogatory 
to  the  decency  of  a  gentleman.  A  meeting  between  two  filch  op  polite 
ebaraftera  muft  have  been  cot  a  little  amuung,  fuppofing  them  both  to 
hive  had  an  opportunity  of. displaying  their  different  inclinations. 
This  absolutely  took  place,  and  in  the  following  manner:  Mr. "Burnaby, 
immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Jamaica,  proceeded,  as  is  caftoma'ry, 
<o  pay  a  vilit  of  ceremony  to  ihe  commander- io^hief.  On  thia 
1  a  felmn 
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captain  of  the  Litch6cld,  of  fifty  guns,  on  the  9,n  °f  D**" 
cember  1742,  though  many  accounts  erroneoufly  ftate 
.  him  to  have  taken  port  in  the  Lark.  He  diftingUiftied 
himfelf  exceedingly  in  the  month  of  October  17+3,  till 
which  time  we  find  no  mention  made  of  him.  He  had 
been  ordered  out  on  a  cruife  off  Porto  Rico,  and  the  fol- 
lowing account  is  given  of  the  tranfaclion  above  alluded 
to  in  a  letter,  dated  on  board  the  Cumberland,  November 
the  8th. 

"  This  day  arrived  here,  from  off  Porto  Rico,  his  Bri- 
tannic inajefty's  (hip,  the  Litchfield,  captain  Burnaby 
Commander,  with  two  privateer  (loops  taken  in  her 
cruife,  one  called  the  St.  Raphael,  whole  men  all  left  her 
and  went  alhore,  having  firft  fcuttled  her,  endeavouring  to 
fink  her ;  Jhe  has  ports  tor  fourteen  guns :  the  other,  called 
the  St.  Antonio  de  las  Animas,  has  eight  carriage,  four- 
teen fwivel  guns  and  forty-two  men :  befides  which  captain 
Burnaby  funk  and  deftroyed  two  more  privateers;  one  off 
the  eaft  end  of  Hifpaniola,  and  the  other  off  the  weft  end 
of  Porto  Rico;  he  burnt  alfo  another  Hoop  in  Aguada  Bay, 
and  destroyed  a  battery  alhore,  which  (he  had  got  under, 
of  four  guns.  Landing  fome  men,  with  an  officer, 
he  difmonnted  the  faid  guns,  knocked  off  the  trunnions, 
ipiked  them  up,  burnt  the  carriages  and  guard-houfe, 
and  brought  offihe  colours  in  the  prefence  of  a  multitude 
of  Spaniards,  of  whom  the  aflailants  are  fuppofed  to  have 
killed  near  two  hundred,  and  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man." 

JoUna  occafion  he  equipped  himfelf  goraeoufly  in  1  fuit  of  filk,  or,  u 
fame  fay,  velvet,  very  fplendidly  Uccd.  The  admiral  was,  as  was 
not  uncommon  with  him,  coarfly  dreffed  in  a  very  ordinary  manner. 
When  Mr.  Burnaby  was  announced,  Mr.  Vernon  rofe  from  his  efcru- 
torc  with  much  apparent  and  pretended  confulton,  and  hurrying  into 
an  inner  apartment  put  on  a  wig  of  ceremony,  which  having  adjufted 
with  pretended  hafte  and  embarraKment,  he  advanced  towards  Mr. 
Burnaby  with  great  gravity,  and  defired  to  know  hii  Commands? 
when  the  latter  informed  him,  with  much  prccifion  and  attention  to 
form,  "  that  be  had  the  honour  to  command  the  bomb  veflel  which  had 
juft  arrived  from  England."  Mr.  Vernon,  with  a  ludicrous  and  gro- 
tefqiie  alteration  of  countenance,  replied,  *'  Gad  fo,  fir,  I  realty  look 
you  for  a  dancing  matter.''  Certainly  the  coarfc  rudenefs  and  repre- 
henfion  of  the  admiral  was,  to  the  full,  aa  ridiculous  as  the  finical 
attention  to  drefa  was  in  the  other. 

Wo 
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We  do  not  find  any  other  particular  mention  of  him  during 
the  time  he  continued  in  the  Weft  Indies,  except  that  he 
was  afterwards  appointed  10  the  Cumberland,  by  fir 
Chaloner  Ogle,  who  had  his  flag  on  board  that  (hip,  and 
with  whom  ne  returned  to  England  in  174+.  This  par- 
ticular affords  us  a  lingular  proof  how  fallible  many  of  the 
articlesofbiographicalinformation  are,  which  are  extract- 
ed from  what  might  be  deemed  the  moft  authentic  fources, 
as  they  certainly  are  next  to  pofitive,  living  teftimony, 
namely  private  letters  written  at  the  very  time.  From  one 
of  thefe  we  collect  that  the  Litchfield,  then  commanded 
by  captain  Burnaby,  arrived  in  the  Downs,  from  Jamaica, 
on  the  4th  of  March  1744,  having  on  board  a  very  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  fpecie,  collected  from  the  Spanilh 
prizes  taken  in  the  Weft  Indies.  This  intelligence  we 
mould  certainly  have  implicitly  relied  on  as  moft  ftrictly 
to  be  depended  upon,  had  we  not  been  accidentally  fur- 
nifhed  w  ith  pofitive  proof  of  the  promotion  already  itated. 
In  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  we  find  him  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  held  upon  captain  Green, 
of  the  Lizard  floop,  on  board  the  Sandwich,  at.  Spit- 
head  :  but  no  other  particular  mention  is  made  of  him 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

On  the  9th  of  April  1754,  he  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood,  but  on  what  particular  account  or  occafion 
does  not  appear.  In  the  following  year  he  ferved  the 
office  of  fheriff"  for  the  county  of  Oxford ;  and,  before  itl 
conclufion,  we  believe  in  the  month  of  October,  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Jcrfey,  one  of  the  fliips  then, 
ordered  to  be  equipped  in  confequence  of  the  expected 
rupture  with  France.  He  continued  in  this  (hip  without 
meeting  with  any  occurrence  remarkable,  or  worthy 
notice,  till  the  month  of  June  or  July  1757*,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Royal  Anne,  a  firft  rate. 
This  fhip,  being  extremely  old,  was  principally,  if  not 
entirely  employed  as  a  guardfhip ;  fo  that,  as  may  be 
naturally  expected,  we  do  not  again  find  any  particular 

"  lull  before  he  quilled  the  Jerky  he  wu  married  to  MiTi  Otlley, 
bywhomheleft  feveral  children,  the  ddefl.  of  whom  having  puilucd. 
fan  father'!  profeflion,  died,  not  long  Gnce,  a  captain  in  the  navy,  1* 
will  be  hereafter  ken. 
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mention  made  of  him  during  the' time  he  retained'  the 
above  command,  nor  indeed  fubfequent  to  that,,  tilt 
Ws  promotion,  in  1762,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;  In' 
the  month  of  June,  or  July  1763,  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief of  a  fquadron  ordered  to  the'  Weft  Indies,. 
where,  though  he  continued  the  ufual  time  allotted  to  flich,, 
oommandr,  having,  his  flag  on  board  the  Dreadnought,, 
nothing- in  any  degree  remarkable'  enough  to  merit'  parti- 
cular nbtice  took  place,  a  circumftance  rbore  to  be  ex- 
pected than  wondered  at  during  a  period  of  peace,  tm- 
meUiately  confequent  to  fo  long  a  war.  On  the  31ft"  of 
October  1767,  not  long,  as  it  is  pre  fumed,  after  hisreturn 
from  the»Weft  Indies,  he  was'  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a; 
baronet  of  Great  <  Britain  ?  but  does  not  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived any  promotion  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion  till 
1770,  when  we  find  him  to  have  been  advanced  to  the" 
r«Tik  of  yicc-admjralof  the  white,  as  he  was,  on  the  24th' 
of  Oflbber  in  the  fame  year,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 
At'tht:  end  of  the  year  177%  he  was  made  commander.-^ 
invchicf  on  the  Jamaica  Itation;  and,  after  his  return  frorBf 
thence,  appears  tq  Have  received  no  fubfequent  appoint^ 
rjsent.     He  died  fome  time  in  the  year  1776. 

BURY,  Thomas.  — We  know  nothing  of  this  gentle- 
i&an  fiit  his  promotion,  on  the  3d  of  July  1742,  to  he 
Cflptain  of  the?'  Solebay,  «  new  twenty-gun  fhip.  In  this1 
yeHel-  we  fceljeVe'  him'  to  have  been  principally  employe^ 
at  a  cruiftr,:  but  without  meeting  with  any  fuccefs  or  oc- 
currence defervmg  particular  notice,  till  the  month  of 
February  (744,  x\  which  time  he  was  on  the  CJibraltaj 
flat  ion.  Hhrftrftpicee  of  good  fortunewas  trivial,  compared 
to  that  which  altloil  immediately  followed  it.  Being  off 
£»pe  Spartel  on  the'  23d  of  the  month  jtrft  mentioned,  he 
gave  clvace  to  a  SpanHh1  privateer,  which,  in  the  hope  of 
avoiding,  h^n,  ran  in  tot  the  fhore.  Captain  Bury  put- 
flied  with1  the  greateft  alacrity,'  firing '"at  intervals  as  hi 
cotiht  bring  his  guns  to  bear :  at  length  (be  night  cornpel- 
Jtd  hint  to  abandon  his  prize/  which,  though  it  efcaped 
falling  jn'to  his  hands,  fled' only 'as  it  were  to  meet  a 
more  difaftroiisfate:  having  received  conOderable  damage 

ftri  (lie  fire  of  fhe  SMebaf,  the  Spaniard  rs  fuppofi4 
have  funk,  during  the  night,  oft'  Point  Pedro. 

Two 
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Two  days  afterwards  captain  Bury*  with  better. fortune. 
both  as  to  the  event  itfelf,  and  the  value  of  the  object  he 
purfucd,  gave  chacc  to  a  Urge  fliip,  with  which  he  clofcd 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  enemy,  whea 
firft  discovered,  difplayed  French  colours  j  but  on  approach- 
ing within  gun-mot  bawled  them- down,  and  hoifting 
thofe  of  Spain,  which  properly  belonged  to  her,  refolutely 
commenced  a&ion  by  bring  a  (hot  acrofs  the  Solebav. 
Captain  Bury  was  in  no  degree  dilatory,  but  ftriking  the. 
Dutch  colours,  which  he  had  then  flying,  and  hoifting,' 
Eagli  ih»  began  to  engage.  The  encounter  was  maintained* 
with  much  (pint  on  both  fides  till  one  o'clock,  when  the. 
enemy,  on  her  furr'ender,  proved  to  be  the  Concordia,  a, 
Spanilh  rtgifter  (hip,  from  Vera  Cruz,  bound1  to  Cadiz,' 
mounting  twenty-fix  guns,  and  carrying  a  crew  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  men,  feven  of  whom  were  killed  and 
upwards  of  twenty  wounded,  feveral  of  them  fo  danger- 
ouily  as  to  be  pad  recovery ;  while  the  Solcbay  had  on  net 


part  only  feven  perfons  immaterially  wounded.  The 
it  value  of  the  prize*,  though'  it  may  be  thought  by 
t  perfons  an  object  well  worthy  fo  ferious  and  (piritei 


a,  couteft,  unfortunately  proved,  in  the  end,  of  little  ad- 
vantage to  captain  Bury  nimfelf.  There  were  feveral-o£ 
his  brother  commanders  who,  though  not  perfbnafly  con- 
cerned in  the  capture  already  mentioned,  had,  nevermeleft, 
according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  fervice,  a 
B  legal  tight  to  (hare  with  him  in  his  good  fortune.  Efti. 
mating  his  prize  at  a  much  higher  rate  than,  great  a*  if. 
was,  it  really  merited,  in  the  firit  paroxyms  of  his  joy  h^ 
rafhly  and  iuconfiderately  agreed  to  fa/m  of.  his  fortunate 
copartners  their  refpedtive  mares,  and  pay  them  £01  each 
the  fpecific  fum  of  ten  thonfand  pounds;  this  engage- 
ment being  complied  with,  he  not  only  found  himfelf 
abridged  of  all  emolument  from  his  prize,  but,  is  even. 
''aid  to  have  had  his  own  private  fortune  very  materially 
injured  by  the  extra  distribution. 

He  continued  on  the  fame  (ration  during  the  fummec, 
and  on  the  28th  of  June  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after 

*  Tbe  cargo  confided  of  190,000 
cotnineal,  5 jS  of  indigo,  414  hidei,  t 
noditKf. 
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an'  inconfiderable  refinance,  a  Spanifh  privateer,  called 
the  Grand  Carlo  Magno,  mounting  twenty-four  car- 
riage and  fwivel  guns;  rhefe  fuccefles  were,  however, 
fhortly  afterwards  interrupted  by  the  capture  of  the  Sole- 
bay.  In  a  return  of  prizes  for  the  month  of  Oflober, 
that  (hip  is  (rated,  in  general  terms,  to  have  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Breft  fquadron,  no  particulars  being  added. 
Neverthclefs  he  was  fenttfnced,  by  the  court-martial  held 
to  enquire  into  his  conduft,  after  his  return  from  capri, 
vity,  on  the  15th  of  January  1744-5,  to  forfeit  twelve 
months  pay,  as  a  punifhment  for  his  mifcondufi  on  that 
occafion.  Mr.  Hardy  (rates  the  judgement  to  have  been 
more  fevere,  extending  to  his  difminion  from  the  fervice 
"  for  not  having  made  any  defence,  or  attempting 
to  difab)e  the  chace."  A  private  MS.  memorandum  we 
have  obtained  relative  to  this  bufmefs,  (rates  him  to  have 
been  difmified  the  fervice,  but  to  have  been  afterwards 
reftored.  The  fentence  firft  dated  is  that  which  we  are 
perfuaded  was  adtially  paiTed,  nor  (hould  we  have  men- 
tioned the  others,  but  for  the  puvpofe  of  pointing  them  out 
as  erroneous.  Captain  Bury,  if  ever  afterwards  em- 
ployed, is  not  fufficiently  particularifed  to  enable  us  to 
mention  even  the  (hip  ha  commanded,  or  any  other 
anecdotes  or  cfrcumftances  concerning  him,  except  that 
he  died  during  the  year  1748, 

CALLIS,  Smith,— was  promoted,  about  the  end.  of 
the  year  1741,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  one  of  the 
fhips  on  the  Mediterranean  ftarion,to  be  commanderof 
the  Duke  (irefhip.  In  this  flation  he  diftinguilhed  himfelf 
Exceedingly,  under  the  orders  of  captain  Norris,  in  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  five  Spanifh  gallies  in  the  neutral  port  of  St. 
Tropez,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  given 
in  the  life  of  cap.  Norris*,  together  with  a  proper  tribute  to 
the  highanddiftinguifhedmeritofMr.  Callis.  Sohighly, 
indeed,  and  moft  juftly,  was  his  conduct  approved  by  his 
majefty  George  the  Second,  that  he  honoured  him  with  a 
sold  chain  and 'medal,  as  3  public  token  of  his  efteem  and 
favour.  On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  which  was  very  foori 
after  his  arrival  in  England  with  the  difpatch  from  , 
admiral  Mathews,  containing  an  account  of  the  above 

•  See  vol.  it.  p.  300. 
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event,  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Afliftance, 
of  fifty  guns,  in  which  fhip  he  was  aim  oft  immediately 
ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he  diftinguifhed  him* 
felf  exceedingly,  in  the  month  of  February  1743,  under 
commodore  Knowles,  in  the  unfortunate  attack  on  La 
Guira,  where  he  had  eighty-four  of  his  crew  killed  and 
wounded.  His  behaviour  was  fcarcely  lefs  corifpicuous 
in  the  equally  unfuccefsful  aftault  of  Porto  Cavallo  which 
fucceeded  it,  in  the  month  of  April  following:  a  more 
particular  and  enlarged  detail  of  both  which  enterprifes 
will  be  found  at  large  in  the  life  of  admiral  fir  Charles 
Knowles  *.  We  do  not  find  him  concerned  in  any  other 
remarkable  undertaking  during  his  continuance  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  from  whence  he  returned  in  the  month  of 
June  17+5. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  he  had  a  new  opportunity 
of  difplaying  at  leaft  his  diligence  and  zeal,  and  there 
certainly  jean  fcarcely  exift  two  more  valuable  qualities  in 
a  naval  commander.  Soon  after  he  came  up  to  Spithead 
from  Jamaica,  he  received  information  that  the  Mediator 
(loop  of  war,  which  had  been  difpatched  exprefs  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  had  been  taken  in  going  through  the  Nee- 
flies  by  a  French  Privateer.  Without  waiting  for  the  for- 
mality of  an  order,  Captain  Callis  immediately  flipped  his 
cable,  and  retook  the  (loop  of  war  with  fifty  of  the  priva- 
teer's crew  on  board.  Trivial  as  the  above  circumftance 
may  be  thought  by  fome,  we  ourfelves  certainly  conceive 
it  worth  infer  don,  as  being  highly  conducive  to  his 
honour,  in  having  been  fd  decidedly  a£tive  at  a  time  when 
the  fmalleft  delay  might  have  rendered  every  fubfequent 
exertion  ineffectual  t. 

We  hear  nothing  of  captain  Callis  after  the  above  event 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 747,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Oxford,  of  fifty  guns;  in  which  (hip,  being  on  a 
cntife  off"  the  coaft  of  Spain,  in  the  month  of  October 
following,  he  fell  in  with  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanifh  (hip  of 


*  Vol.  ir.  p.  3SO.  «  frj- 
t  In  1746  be  was  one  or 
for  the  uid  of  the  admirals,  Lcflock  and  Mithewt.    See  rage 


t  Io  1746  he  was  one  of  the  member)  of  the  court-martial  held 

9»- 

war, 
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war.*,  mounting  feventy.  guns,  which  was.  Toon  after-, 
wards  captured  by  captain  Buckle,  in  the  Rufiel :  bulk 
after  having  unluccefsfully  engaged  her  for  fome. 
time,  was  obliged  to  abandon,  the  conteft  in  confequenco) 
of  her  very  Tuperior  force.  So  jealous,  was  captajn, 
Callis  of  his  own  honour,  that  he  demanded  and  obtained* 
%  court-martial  to  enquire  into  the  came  of  his  failure  j 
it  is  almoit  needlefs  to  add  he  was  molt  honourably  ac- 
quitted. Peace  quickly  fucccuding  to  the  above  events 
we  hear  nothing  farther  of  him  till  the  month  of  July, 
or  AuguR,  1 756,  when  ha  was  appointed  to  the  Cullpden, 
of  feventy-four  guns,  as  fucceffor  to  captain  Ward,  whft 
was  ordered  home  to  England  as  one  of  the  evidences  on 
Mr.  Byng's  trial.  He,  captain  Callis,  haying,  as  wc 
believe,  been  fent  out  for  the  exprefs  purpofe,  of  taking  ■ 
that  command,  he  retained  the  fame  ilation  till,  the 
year  1759,  when  he  diiiinguifhedi  hunfclf.  highly,,  under, 
the  orders-  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  in  an  attempt,,  though, 
an  unfticcefsful  one,  to  cut  out,  or  deutroy  two  French-, 
Slips- which  were  at  anchor  within,  the  entrance  of  Toulotjb, 
harbour;  the  particular  of  which  very  fpirited  enterprizei 
have  been  already  givent.  He  was  as  this  very  tiro* 
actually  a  Sag  officer ;  and  as  icon  as  intelligence  of  his; 
promotion  arrived  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  was.  not 
till  att.es  the  defeat  of  moniieur  De  la  Clue  J,  to  which* 
by  his  gallantry  he  very  eminently  contributed*  be  re. 
^wned  to  Europe,  but  did  not  long  enjoy  his  retirement, 
from  the  fatigues  of  public  fervice,  dying  at  Bath,  on  the, 
32d-of  October  1761.  He  was  buried  in  the  abbey  churchy 
where  a  (mall  but  neat  monument  iserefied  to.his  meawiy. 

*  Ttrii  flrip  ™  rendered  ejtrecertnaly  ren»rfeaMe  liy  luring  been 

engaged,  k  iho  firft  iaftante,  by  tho  Lark  and  Warwick,  of  which 
hereafter;  fecondly,  by  captain  Callii,  u  jiift  flated  ;  thiicriy,  by  aj 
f^uailroo  of  (tout  prisweera,  the  King  Qeorge,  the  Prince  Frederic^ 
•tie  Duke,  and  Princefs  Amelia,  commanded  by  commodore  Walker  s 
immediately  after  by  the  Dartmouth,  which  w»i  blown  up  fa  the 
a&ion ;  and,  lailly,  by  the  Ruflel,  which  captured  her. 

+  See  vol.  iv.  p.  83»- 

J  Owing,  ai  was  (uppofed,  to  Tome  official  Bsai^avje,  Mi-  CalHYs 
CMnmi&oa  vat  omwitd  10  be  hat  otu  te  him ;  in  canCt^wetwe  of 
which  be  continued  to  ferve  m  »  captain  for  Tome  cenbdetabl*  tjm* 
after  hii  aftual  promqtion  to  a  flag.  A  proper  apology  to  afterwards. 
Mute  to  hinj  for  this  apparent  neglect. 

CARTERET, 


' 
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CARTERET,  Philip,— wan-,  on  the  roth  of  Mw 
I7*2j  appointed  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate,  which 
is  the  earlieft  information  we  have  been  able  ta  proems 
concerning  him.  Me  afterwards  fervedin. the  Eaft  Indies 
as  captain  of  the  Harwich,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty  guns*  one 
of  the  fquadron  commanded  im  iucceffion,  by  Mr.  Berne*} 
Mn.  Peyton  and'  Mr.  Griffin.  He  did!  not  lung  fur.vive 
his  return  from  that flationita  England^,  where. he  is- (aid 
tohawe  died  on  the  28th  of  September  174& 

CGRWISH;  Sir  Samuel.— -This  gentleman  owed  his 
promotion  in  the  line  of  bis  pxofduon,  as-  well  as- that 
honourable  title  bellowed  on  him,  towards  theclefe  of  his 
lifev  merely  to  his  own  intrinfic  merit.  We  have  been 
mfbrmed,.  and  we  ftrieSUy  believe  with  tenth,  that  he  fbrved 
at  regular  apprentice  (flip  to- the  mafter  of  x  ooliier;  and 
afterwards  entered  himfelf  as  a  private  feaman  on. board* 
one  of  his  rnajefty's  {hips.  In  this  inferior  capacity  ho 
did:  n«t  long  remain,  his-  diligence  and  aSivity  having  fa 
fer  recommended  him  to  his  commander,  that,  lingular  as 
such  an  advancement  may  be  deemed  by  Ionic,  he  foots 
was  appointed  boatfwain  t  of  the  fhio.  He  foon  rofo 
from  that  llation  into  the  line  of  a  commiutoned  officer;, 
but  we  have  not  any  particulars,  or  memoranda-  of  his 
fervices  previous'  to-  his  appointment,  about  t:,e  end  of  that 
year  1741,  to  the  command  of  a  bomb-ketch  5  not  long 
after  which,  tlkat  is  to  fay,  on  the  12m  of  March  1742,  he 
was  taken,  by  Mr.  Mathews,  to-  be  captain  of  the  Na- 
mnce,  a  fecond  rate,  the  flue  on  board  which  he  horfted  his 
Sag;  but  he  did  not  long  continue  in  that  nation,  to-wktch- 
he  was  in  all  probability  preferred  merely  to  give  him  the 
rank  of  poft  caprain.  His  next  appointment  was  to  ths 
Gnernley,  of  fifty  gum,  one  of  the  reserve  fqnadroa  on  the 
fame  nation.     In  this  Chip  hewas  prefentat  theencounter 


*  Other  Mcounu,  and  probably  wilt  more  truth,  alien  that  he 
WW  oiiginsrify  in  the  India  fervice,  from  which  he  was  brought  for- 
ward into  the  rayri  navy,  at  the  inAtnee  «f  eaptaitt  Safeuel  Mead, 
vLawai  bii  icry  warm  patron. 

+  Thai  circum fiance  ii  confidently  (aid  to  have  been  related  by  the 
adeaiial  himfelf,  10  a  young  gentleman  introduced  to  him  on  hii  fir4 
entrance  into  tta>  na«y,  and  was  meant  as  an  incentive  to  future  ex- 
ertions, from  which  at  leafl  an  equal,  degree  0/  pronation  might  be 
expefled  a*  a  natural  son  Ce(jpt9i«, 
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with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon ;  but  not 
having  from  the  nature  of  his  command  found  any  op- 
portunity of  fignalizing  himfeif  in  that  action*,  if  he  was 
Jo  unfortunate  on  one  hand  as  to  be  incapable  of  manifeft- 
ing  his  natural  gallantry  and  turn  for  enterprize,  he  was, 
on  the  other,  totally  preferved  from  that  vortex  of  cenfure 
■which  attempted  indifcrimtnately  to  deftroy  the  cha- 
racters and  fame,  both  of  the  innocent  and  the  guilty. 

We  muft  not  omit  that,  on  the  19th  of  January  pre- 
ceding the  above  inglorious  event,  captain  Cornifh  had,  in 
company  with  captain  Ambrofe  in  the  Rupert  I-,  captured 
the  Maria  Fortune,  a  Spanifh  rcgtfler  (hip,  of  three  huri- 
dred  and  fifty  tons,  mounting  fixteen  guns,  and  having  on 
board  the  governor  of  Paraguay  and  his  fuite.  This 
veflel  was  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was 
valued  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  We 
do  not  find  any  particular  account  or  memorandum  rela- 
tive to  this  very  brave  and  worthy  man,  either  as  to  his 
private  life  or  his  public  fervices,  till  the  year  1755,  when 
he  commanded  the  Stirling  Caftle,  a  (hip  employed -in  the 
Channel,  and  on  trivial  fcrvices  where  no  memorable  oc- 
currence took  place. 

In  1758  he  was  appointed  to  the  Union,  a  2nd  rate,  one 
of  the  Channel  fleet,  during  that  feafon,  under  the  orders 
of  Lord  Anfon,  which  covered  the  defultory  attacks  made 
by  the  flying  fquarfron,  tinder  commodore  Howe,  on  the 
fmaller  French  ports.  There  is  a  private  anecdote  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  Mr.Cornifhfoon  after  he  became  inverted 
with  this  command,  which  we'  think  too  defcriptive  of 
his  character  and  natural  fpirit  to  pafs  unnoticed.  Lord 
Anfon  had  appointed  him  to  the  (hip  merely  as  a  tem- 
porary commander,  and  what  is  technically  termed  in  the 
fervice,  by  order,  intending  it  for  the  flag  ihip  of  fir 
Charles  Saunders,  and  that  Mr.  Cornifh  fhould  be  then 
removed  into  one  of  lower  rate.  Mr.  Cornifh,  when  in-. 
formed  of  this  circumftance,  and  fully  fenfible  of  the 

*  He  was  difpatched  immediately  after  in  conclufion  to  Nice  j"  and 
flavins  given  a  verbal  account  of  it  to  Mr.  Villeltes,  the  Britifh  rcfi- 
dent  there,  became  the  means  through  which  the  intelligence  of  the 
foregoing  event  was  conveyed  10  England  a  eonfiderable  time  fooncr 
than. it  othcrwife  would  have  been. 

t  A*  we  have  already  related  in  bis  life.    Sec  vol.  ivi'  p.  155. 

indig- 
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indignity  as  well  as  infult  offered  him,  fir  Charles  being  * 
very  few  months  his  fenior,  wrote  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  in  the  liveliefl  terms,  and  requeued  that,  as  he  heard 
the  Union  was  intended  for  a  flag,  he  might  have  the 
honour  of  being  permitted  to  continue  in  that  iliip  as 
captain  to  the  admiral,  a  more  elegant  or  julter  reproof 
could  not,  perhaps,  have  been  framed  by  the  ableft  politi- 
cian or  the  Qirewdeft.  courtier.  Lord  Anfon  affected  not  to 
confider  it  in  that  light,  or  probably  had  not  penetration 
enough  to  perceive  the  force  of  Mr.  Cornilh's  well  turned 
reprimand.  Charmed  with  his  apparent  condefcen- 
fion  he  continued  him  in  the  fame  lhip,  and  promoted 
him  to  the  rank  of  commodore. 

On  May  19,  1759,  he  was  appointed  a  commodore  to  go 
to  the  Eaft  Indies*  with  a  fmal]  fquadron,  confiding  of  the 
Lenox,  of  74. guns',  his  own  ihip;  the  Due  d'Aqnitaine, 
of  fixty-four ;  the  York,  of  iixty ;  and  the  Falmouth,  of 
fifty  guns:  intended  as  a  reinforcement  to  Mr.  Pocock, 
with  whom  he  formed  a  junction  on  the  18th  of  October, 
off  Madrafs.  In  the  month  of  February  1760,  he  was 
detached  with  part  of  the  fquadron,  by  Mr.  Stevens,  who 
had  fucceeded  admiral  Pocock  as  commander-in-chief,  to 
Fort  St.  George,  where  he  arrived  on  the  28th  of  Febru- 
ary. In  the  month  of  March  he  afliffed  in  the  attack  of 
the  very  important  port  of  Karical,  which  furrendered,  on 
the  5th  of  April,  to  himfelf  and  major  Monfon.  Bythis, 
in  addition  to  thofe  fuccelTes  which  had  preceded  it,  the 
French,  who  a  ihort  time  before  had  been  fo  powerful 
arid  even  threatened  the  deftruction  or  capture  of  all  the 
Britilh  poheflions  in  that  part  or  the  world,  were  them- 
felves  nearly  extirpated  from  the  fame  quarter,  being  now 
confined  to  the  fingle  port  of  Pondicherry,  which  itfelf  was 
not  long  afterwards  reduced  by  rear-admiral  Stevens,  Mr. 
Corniih,  and  colonel  Coote. 

Mr.  Stevens  and  himfelf  having,  according  to  the  uftial 
practice,  gone  into  port  with  fuch  (hips  as  needed  repair, 
to  refit,  about  the  end  of  October,  were  in  the  month  of 
December  following  on  their  return  to  their  ftation  off 
Pondicherry,  when,  on  the  16th,  he  parted  company  with 
the  commander-in-chief  in  a  gale  of  wind,  which  he  was 

*  He  wat  to  have  boilted  a  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Lenox,  a 
third  rate  of  feventy.four  guns;  however  it  was  afterwards  dele rmined 
lie  fhould  be  appointed  a  flag-officer,  as  he  wat  before  he  failed  from 
fnglasd. 

fortunate 
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fortunate-enough  to  weather,  as  well  as  that  more  tremen- 
dous one,  aim  oft  immediately  fubfequent  to  it,  which  did  To 
much  injury  to  fuch  part  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  as  was 
employed  at  that  time  in  the  blockade  of  this  I  aft  remnant 
6f  the 'French  Eaft  Indian  power-  Mr.  Cornifh  got  in, 
with  little  or  no  injury,  on  the  5th  of  January,  with  the 
Lenox,  York  and  Weymouth,  and  the  place  farrendered 
in  ten  days  afterwards.  Warlike  operations  now  from 
neeeflity  ceafed,  there  being  no  enemy  to  contend  with 
till  the  daemon  of  difcord  railed  up  a  very  impotent  one 
in  the  court  of  Spain ;  previous,  however,  to  this,  Mr. 
Cornifh  was  advanced  to'  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white  in 
1760,  and  in  the  enfuin  jryear,  to  be  rear  of  the  red.  On  the 
17th  of  May  1761,  he  fucceeded,  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
'  Stevens,  to  the  fupreme  command  in  that  part  of  the 
world ;  and  the  rupture  with  Spain  having  once  more 
furnifhed  Mr.  Cornifh  with  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
his- talents  and  gallantry,  we  (hall  now  proceed  to  a  fiiort 
detail  of  thofe  operations  which  reflected  on  him  fojnuch 
honour,  and  brought  the  mod  valuable  of  the  Spanifti 
poffe (lions  under  the  fame  dominion  with  thofe  of  her 
ally.      . 

The  principal  fettlement  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  be- 
longing toSpain,  is,  as  it  is  well  known,  called  Manilla,  fitu- 
ateinLuconia,  oneof  the  Philippine >  (lands,  where,to  render  - 
the  chain  of  commerce  complete,  a  large  galleon  annually 
arrives  from  Acapulcq,  laden  with  fpecie  and  the  mod  va- 
luable commodities  produced  in  Spanifh  South  America, 
which  are  exchanged  for  the  produce  of  China  and  the  Eaft 
Indies.  The  interruption  of  fo  grand  a  fource  of  national 
wealth  was  in  itfelf  an  object  of  no  fmall,  magnitude ;  and 
the  redudirm  of  the  place,  together  with  that  of  a 
ftrong  fortrefs,  the  capital  of  an  extenfive  dominion,  con- 
tributed to  enhance,  in  the  higheft  degree,  the  cbnfe- 
aucnee  of  the  expedition. 

The  force  deftincd  to  attempt  this  great  enterprize 
confided  of  feven  (hips  of. the  line,  including  fourth  rates; 
three  frigates,  two  ftorefhips,  and  the  Ofterly  Eaft  India 
Clip,  on  board  which  were  embarked  colonel  Draper's 
regiment,  the  feventy-ninth,  a  company  of_artillery,  fix 
hundred  fepoys,  thirty  artillery- men  furnifhed  by  the 
fbternment  of!Madrafs,  a  company  of  caffrfe>  one  of 
tppaies* 
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ttipttzes,  and  tone  of  pioneers ;  two  fnraU  corps  of  French 
i-efogets  and  deferters,  and  fome  hundred  iafcars  for  the 
ufe  of  the 'train.  This  motly  army  was  reinforced  by 
Mr.  'Oomifh,  on  its  -arrival  at  -Luconia,  with  a  bat- 
talion  of  volunteer  fearnen,  confining  of  fire  hundred  and 
fifty, -with  their  proper  officers,  and  the  marines  of  the 
fquadiou,  amounting  to  nearly  three  hundred  rank  and 
file. 

The-ddtniral  had,  the  inftant  the  expedition  was  re- 
solved-on,  with  rhemoft  prudent  and  laudable  precaution, 
difpatched  the  Seahorfe  frigate  to  cruife  at  the  entrance 
bf '  the  Chfriefe  Seas,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  all 
Veflels  bound  for  the  Manillas,  and  preventing  the  enemy 
from  receiving  any  intelligence  of  the  ftorm  of  war  which 
wasready  to  burl!  overtheni.  The  greateft  expedition 
was"  neceflary  as  well  on  accotmt  of  its  being  conducive 
to  the  ftirprize  of  the  enemy.as  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  the  fleet  to  profecute  their  voyage,  if  the  north- 
,W^ft1'nionfbon  fet  in  with  any  violence  before  it  was 
Teady  for'fea.  Energy  and  difpatch  was  confequently 
irtdft  confpicuonfly  apparent  in  every  department ;  in  the 
fhort  fpace  of  three  weeks,  the  troops  were  collected, 
formed  and  embarked,  together  with  all  their  ftores  and 
camp  equipage,  added  to  a  proportionate  quantity  of 
artillery  :  a  bufinefs  which  could  not  be  effected  without 
ihe  moft  difficult  exertions,  in  confequence  of  a  perpe- 
tual and  raging  furf  which  confiderably  impeded  and  em- 
barrafled  every  meafure.  The  fubfequent  operations  of 
this  glorious  and  fuccefsful  expedition  will  be  beft  ex- 
plained by  the  plain  narrative  and  account  given  by  Mr. 
■Cornrfh  nimfelf,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  in 
The  bay  of  Manilla,'  1762. 

"  It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  their  lordfhips  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  majefly's 
arms  in  the  reduction  of  the  city  of  Manilla,  which  was 
Taken  by  :ftorm  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  inftant.  In 
Wry  letters  t>f  the  23d  and  31ft  of  July,  I  acquainted  their 
lordfhips  with' my  proceedings  to  that  time;  after  which  I 
■Ufed  every  pofDble  means  at  Madrafs  for  difpatch,  the  de- 
cline of  the  fouth-weft  monfoou  making'it  of  the  utmoft 
'importance :  to  promote  this;  end,  I  put  on  board  the  Eli- 
zabeth. 
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zabetli,  Grafton,  Lenox,  Weymouth  and  Argo,  fccfc 
of  the  troops  and  military  (lores  a's  they  were  allotted  to 
Carry,  and  on  the  29th  Tent  them  away,  under  the  com-* 
mand  of  commodore  Tiddeman,  to  proceed  to  Mallaca, 
with  a  view  that  they  might  compleat  their  water  there 
by  the  time  I  fhoukl  arrive  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fquadron. 

"  Having  accomplished  the  embarkation  of  every  thing 
defigned  for  the  expedition,  I  failed,  on  the.ift  of  Auguft, 
with  the  ihips  under- mentioned,  viz.  Norfolk,  Panther, 
America,  Seaford,  South  Sea  Cattle  ftorelhip,  Admiral 
Stevens  ftorelhip,  Ofterly  company's  lliip,  leaving  the 
Falmouth,  at  the  requeft  of  the  prehdent  and  council,  to 
convoy  the  Etfex  India  (hip,  who  was  not  ready  to  fail, 
having  ihe  treafure  to  take  on  board  for  the  China  cargoes, 
and  to  bring  to  Manilla  fuch  of  the  company's  fervants  as 
were  to  be  put  in  poffeifion  of  that  government,  if  the  ex- 
pedition fucceeded. 

"  On  the  19th  I  arrived  at  Mallacca  and  was  difappointed 
in  not  finding  Mr.  Tiddeman  there,  who  did  not  join  till 
the  2ift,  having  met  with  long  calms.  The  difficulty  of 
watering  the  fquadron  at  that  place  made  it  the  27th  be- 
fore I  could  leave  the  road. 

."  On  the  ad  of  September  I  arrived  off  Pulo  Timean, 
and  was  joined  by  captain  Grant,  in  the  Seahorfc,  whom 
I  had  detached,  upon  my  firft  arrival  at  Madrafs,  tocniife 
between  this  ifland  and  the  Streights  of  Sincapore,  to  flop 
any  vefTels  he  might  fufpecr.  going  to  Manilla. 

"  On  the  19th  I  made  the  coafl  of  Luconia,  but  was 
drove  off  again  by  a  ftrong  north-weft  wind,  which  fcpa- 
rated  fome  of  the  fquadron.  The  22d  the  gale  broke  up ; 
and  the  wind  (hifting  to  the  fouth-weft,on  the  23d  we  reco- 
vered the  land  again. .  The  next  day  we  entered  the  bay  of 
Manilla ;  and,  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  anchored  off 
the  fort  of  Cavita  with  the  whole  fquadron,  except  the 
South  Sea  Caftle  and  Admiral  Stevens,  the  Falmouth  and 
.  EfTex  having  joined  me  off  the  coafl.  In  the  night  I  fent 
the  matters  to  found  near  the  fortifications  of  Cavite,  and, 
.by  their  report,  found  it  might  be  attacked  by  Ihips. 

"  On  the  25th,  in  the  morning,  the  wind  not  being 
'  favourable  to  attack  the  Cavite,  I  took  two  of  the  frigates, 
and,  with  general  Draper  and  fome  other  officers,  recon- 
noitred 
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upitrcd  the  ftiorc  about  Manilla,  and  obferved  foma 
churches  and  other  buildings  to  (land  near  the  works'  on 
the  Couth  fide  of  the  town,  particularly  towards  the  fouth- 
weft  bait  ion.  We  had  fotne  defign  of  attacking  the 
Cavite  firft,  in  order  to  have  the  conveniency  of  that  port 
for  the  (hipping ;  but  confidered,  though  the  attack  fliould 
be  attended  with  all  the  fuccefe  we  could  hope,  yet  it 
would  caufe  a  delay,  at  leaft,  of  two  days  before  we  coul4 
land  at  Manilla,  This  time  would  have  afforded  opportu- 
nity to  the  enemy  to  demolilh  the  buildings  near  their 
works,  as  well  as  to  prepare  many  obftacles  to  our  landing, 
and  perhaps  recover  from  conlternatton  our  unexpected 
arrival  had  thrown  them  in ;  moreover,  Manilla  being  the 
Capital,  if  that  fell,  Cavite  would  in  confequence  capitu-r 
late  alfo. 

"  From  thofe  confederations  I  joined  in  opinion  with 
the  general,  to  take  advantage  of  circumilances  fo  favour- 
able for  a  defcent,  and  land  the  troops  with  all  difpatch, 
endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  gel  poffellion  of  Tome  polls 
near  their  works,  which,  if  effected,  would  greatly  facili- 
tate the  reduction  of  the  city. 

"  In  confequence  of  thefe  refolutions  1  immediately 
made  the  fignal,  on  board  the  Seahorfe,  for  the  fquadron 
to  join  me,  and  for  the  troops  to  prepare  to  land.  About 
feven  in  the  evening,  the  twenty-ninth  regiment  with  the 
marines,  in  boats,  under  the  direction  of  the  captains 
Parker,  Kempenfelt  and  Brereton,  pulhed  for  the  ihore, 
under  the  fire  of  the  three  frigates,  they  effected  their  land- 
ing  at  a  church,  called  the  Moratta,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  walls. 

"  On  the  next  morning  the  general  took  an  advanced 
poll  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  glacis,  and  there, 
under  cover  of  a  blind,  erected  his  battery  againft  the  face 
of  the  fouth-wefl  baflion.  The  number  of  troops  being 
fmall,  I  landed  about  feven  hundred  Teamen. 
'  "  On  the  25th  I  difpatched  three  armed  boats  after  a  gal- 
ley coming  up  the  bay  to- Manilla.  They  came  up  with  her, 
reibl  me  I  y  boarded  her,  and  took  her  notwithstanding  (he 
kept  up  a  (mart  fire  with  pattararoes  and  mufkets.  She 
mounted  two  carriage  and  feventeen  brafs  fwivel  giins,  hav- 
ing a  crew  of  eighty  men.  By  letters  found  in  her  wedlf-t 
covered  (he  was  difpatched  by  the  galleon  St.  Phillipina, 
from  Acapulco,  and  whom  (he  had  left,  the  ift  of  Septem- 
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ber,  at  Cajoyagan,  between  the  Embocadaro  and  Cape 
Spiritu  Santo.  Upon  this  difcovery  1  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  fending  the  Panther  and  Argo  in  queftof  her;  but  it 
was  the  4th  of  October  before  the  weather  permitted  their 
failing. 

"  On  the  28th  of  September  the  general  acquainted  me 
he  was  beginning  to  work  on  the  battery,  and  that  if  Tome 
fhips  could  get  near  enough  to  throw  {hot  into  the  works  of 
the  town  oppoftd  to  it,  by  taking  -off  fame  of  the  enemy's 
fire  and  attention,  it  might  thereby  facilitate  it's  de- 
ftruftion.  In  cWfequence  of  this,  I  ordered  commodore" 
Tiddeman,  with  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth  towards  the 
town,  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  with  in- 
Itruflions  to  place  the  mips  in  fuch  apofitionas  would  befl 
anfwer  the  purpofe  intended  ;  this  was  accordingly  done 
the  next  day,  and  their  fire  had  a  good  effect.. 

"  On  the  30th  the  South  Sea  Cattle  arrived  with 
ft  Ores,  which  were  much  wanted,  particularly  the  in- 
trenching tools,  for  which  the  army  had  been  fo 
greatly  diftreffed  that  I  was  obliged  to  employ  all  the 
forges  in  making  fpades,  pickaxes,  &c.  for  them.  The 
firlf  of  October  it  began  to  blow  fiefh,  and  in  the  night 
increafed  to  a  hard  gale,  which  drove  the  South  Sea  Cattle 
afhore  near  the  Pulverilta,  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
camp.  This  accident,  however,  had  fome  confiderable 
advantages  attending  it,  as  the  lituation  (he  lay  in  rendered 
her  cannon  a  protection  for  the  rear  of  the  camp  :  it  was 
likewife  the  means  of  all  her  military  (tores  being  got  on 
Ihore  with  fafety  and  difpatch,  as  well  as  the  army  Supplied 
with  the  provifions  file  had  on  board ;  ,both  which  were 
articles  they  Hood  in  immediate  need  of,  and  could  not 
have  been  put  on  fhore  by  boats,  as  it  continued  blowing 
weather  for  feveral  days  after,  with  a  furf  breaking  very 
high  on  the  beach.  This  gale  being  from  the  W.  5.  W. 
directly  on  the  fhore,  gave  me  much  concern  for 
the  fafety  of  the  fqtiadron,  particularly  the  Elizabeth 
and  Falmouth,  which  were  only  in  four  fathom  water;  and, 
as  I  have  fince  been  informed,  with  the  furge  of  the  fea 
ftruck ;  biYt  the  bottom  being  mud,  and  foft  to  a  confider- 
able depth,  they  received  no  damage.  On  the  4th,  in  the 
■  morning,  the  general  opened  the  battery,  which  was  fo 
'  well  managed,  and  feconded  by  the  fhips  before  the  town, 
6  that 
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that  in  four  hours  the  defences  weredemoliffied,  and  the  next 
day,  in  the  evening,  the  breach  was  made  practicable. 

"  On  the  6tK,  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  the  general's 
regiment  with  the  fea  battalion  mounted  the  breach,  made 
the  attack,  and  foon  got  poflefiion  of  all  the  baft  ions, 
which  completed  the  conqueft.  I  immediately  went 
on  lhore,  and,  with  the  general,  met  the  Spanifh  gover- 
nor, and  Tome  of  his  principal  officers,  a  capitulation 
was  immediately  agreed  on,  that  the  town  and  port  of 
Cavite,  with  the  iflands  and  forts  dependant  on  Manilla, 
mould  be  given  up  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  on  condition 
that  the  enemy  fhould  pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
prcfervation  of  the  town  and  their  effects. 

"  On  the  loth  I  fent  captain  Kempenfelt*  in  the  Nor- 
folk, with  the  Seaford  and  Seahorfe,  to  take  poneflton  of  , 
Cavite,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation.  By  this  acquifition 
we  became  in  pofleflion  of  a  very  large  quantity  of  naval 
(tores ;  and  betides  the  advantage  of  almoft  every  conve- 
nience for  refitting  a  fquadron,  the  people  are  fupplied 
with  frefh  meat  and  vegetables  in  great  plenty. 

"  The  fiege,  though  fhnrt,  was  attended  with  many 
difficulties  and  great  fatigue,  in  which  both  officers  and 
men  exerted  themfelves  with  the  11 1 moll  chearfulnefs. 
We  had  conftantly  freft  gales,  a  Ice-lhore,  and  confe- 
quently  a  high  furf  to  contend  with,  which  made  it 
always  difficult,  frequently  hazardous,  and  fometimes 
impoffible  to  land  with  boats :  the  rains  fell  very  heavy, 
our  little  army  was  furrounded  and  haraflcd  by  nu- 
merous bodies  of  Indians,  who,  though  undifciplined 
and  armed  only  with  lances,  or  bows  and  arrows,  yet  by  a. 
daring  refolution  and  contempt  of  death,  they  became 
not  only  troublefome  but  formidable.  I  have  the  fatif- 
faction  of  acquainting  their  lordfhip's,  that  throughout  the 
whole  expedition  the  molt  perfect  harmony  and  unani- 
mity has  fub  lifted  between  his  majefty 's  land  and  Tea 
forces. 

"  You  will  receive  with  this  an  account  of  the  number 
of  officers  and  men,  both  feamen  and  marines,  that  wen 
landed  from  the  fquadron,  as  likewife  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  each  corps.  It  is  with  concern  I  acquaint 
their  lordlhip's  with  the  lofs  of  commodore  Tiddeman, 
who,  in  attempting  to  enter  the  river  in  his  barge  the 
K  2  morning 
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morning  after  the  reduction  of  Manilla,  was  drowned wltfr 
five  of  his  people. 

"  Captain  Kempenfelt,  by  whom  I  lend  this,,  has 
been  of  the  greateft  afijftance  to  me  dating  the  courfe  of 
this  enterprize;  his  great  merit  mattes  in  my  duty  to 
recommend  him  as  a  very  able  and  good  officer."       * 

On  the  2  iff  of  October  176*,  as-thangh  in  fympathe- 
tic  gratitude  and  honourable  reward  for  the  gallant  fcrvice 
he  Tiad  rendered,  he  was  promoted  at  home,  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue.  A  ludicrous  anecdote  is  related  of 
him,  which  we  think  merits  infertion  as  itrongly  marking 
the  character  of  an  honed  blunt  fcaman,  and  as  having 
reference  to  the  foregoing  expedition.  The  form  of  the 
capitulation  and  agreement  for  the  ranfom,  which  it  is 
well  known  was  never  paid,  was  fettled  between  the 
Spanifh  archbifhop  and  general  Draper :■  the  latter  valued 
fcunfelf  extremely  oa  being,  as  he  certainly  was,  a  very 
elegant  fcholar ;  fo  that  the  whole  of  the  converfation 
and  fubiequ exit  arrangement  parted  in  Latin.  When  the 
demrnv  and  the  confequent  refufal  of  the  Spanifh  court  to 
.pay  the  ftipiilated  mm  took  place,,  on  an  alledged  and  paltry 
ground  of  mi funder (binding  between  the  negociating 
parties:  Mr.  Cornrfli  exclaimed  humouroufly  and  with 
an  affectation  of  much  paffion,  "  that  he  neves  would  again 
accept  of  a  command  where  his  colleague  fpoke  Latin." 

Peace  not  only  having  bee»  concluded  loon  after  hi* 
laft- mentioned  very  brilliant  fuccefs,  but  there  being 
.literally  no  enemy  any  longer  to  contend  with,  the  vice- 
admiral  returned  to  Europe  with  the  greater  part  of  his 
force,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  held  any  command 
during  the  reft  of  his  life,  t ndetd  fuch  an  appointment 
was  little  to  6e  expected,  none  offering  during  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  unlcfs  he  had  accepted  of  that  of  a  port 
admiral,  or  a  three  year's  itaiion  in  North  America,  or 
the  Weft  Indies.  On  the  9th  of  January  1766,  he  was* 
.Hi1  confide  rati  nu  of  his  many  honourable  fervice?,  advanced1 
'to  the  rank  of  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain}  and  was  in  a 
Tew  days  afterwards,  elected  representative  in  parliament 
Sor  the  borough  of  Shoreham ,  a  (la t ion  he  retained  till  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  received  no  addition  to  his  naval 
xank  till  the  28th  of  October  1770,  when  he  was  advanced? 
to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  ted;  but  did  not  long  fur- 
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vwe  this  promotion)  dying  two  days  afterwards  tiriivet- 
lally  efteemed,  as  a  brave  commander,  a  valuable  friend, 
and  a  truly  honeft  man. 

eROOKSHANKS,  John.— Our  acquaintance  wift 
this  gentleman  commences  with  his  appointment,,  oh  the 
3d*of  July  1742,  to  be  captain  of  theLoeftoffe,  a  rwentj- 
gun  fhip,  ordered  not  long  afterwards  to  the  Meditetv 
ranean,  where  he  continued  during  the  years  1743  and  4. 
The  only  material  articles  of  intelligence  we  find- con- 
cerning mm  during  that  period  are,  that,  in  the  month  of 
June  1744,  he  captured,  and  carried  into  Gibraltar,  a  very 
valuable  French  merchant- (hip,  bound  from  Cadre  to 
Martinico,  worth,  as  it  is  faid,  upwards  of  twenty  thou~ 
land  pounds*  On  the  18th  December  following,  he  had 
the  additional  good  fortune  to  make  prize  of  a  French 
Alio,  mounting  fmteen  carriage  and  twenty  fwivel  guns, 
called  the  Firme.  In  a  many  fen  pt  lilt  we  have  feen  of 
the  (hips  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Mathews, :  in  the 
encounter  with  the  combined  force  of  France  and  Spain, 
off  Toulon,  the  name  of  captain  Crookfhanks  is  inferred 
as  commander  of  the  Diamond,  of  forty  guns :  but  this 
appointment,  if  true,  could  only  have  been  temporary,  and 
fnort.  He  returned  to  England  in  the  Deptford  ftorefhip 
not  long  after  his  latter  fnccefs,  and  was  ■  quickly 
promoted  u  the  Lark,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  gum. 
Nothing  very  obfervable  appears  to  have  marked  his  life 
or  fervice  till  the  month  of  June  1747,  when  he  was 
ordered  to  take  the  Warwick,  of  (ixty  guns,  commanded 
by  captain  Erfkine,  with  him  to  Newfoundland,  as  convoy 
to  the  merchant-fhips  bound  thither.  This  fervice  being 
performed,  captain  Crookfhanks  was  inftrudted  to  proceed 
to  LouilbiiTgh,  where  he  was  to  join  the  fquadron  already 
there  under  Mr.  Knowles.  Mr.  Crookfhanks  failed  on. 
this  fervice,  from  Spithead,  about  the  15th  of  June ;  aid, 
after  a  (hort  ftay  at  Plymouth,  finally  quitted  port  on  die 
20th  with  twenty-four  merchant- (hips  under  his  convoy, 
together  with  a  tranfport,  and  the  Beaitfort  packet,  a  fmall 
armed  vefTel  in  the  fervice  of  the  ordnance." 

No  material  occurrence  took  place  till  the  14th  of  July, 

when  being  jn  latitude  40.  38.  longitude  21.  22.  from  the 

Lizard,  captain  Crookfhanks  and  his  fleet  about  (even  in 

the  morning,  it  being  .then  almoft  a  dead  calm,  difcovered 
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a  fail  to  the  weflward,  which,  after  a  little  obfervation, 
was  found  to  be  a  large  fhip  of  force,  and  judged  a  cruifer. 
The  chace  was  continued  during  the  whole  day  with  in- 
different fuccefs;  but  though  the  Lark,  and  her  corlfort 
the  Warwick,  gained  confiderably  on  the  chace,  they  were 
not  able  to  dole,  and  bring  her  to  action,  though 
nothing  impeded  the  purfuit.  By  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  Mr.  Crookfhanks  was  near  enough 
to  afcertain  that  his  antagonist  was  a  very  large  Spanifh 
ihip  of  war  of  two  decks,  mounting  feventy  guns.  This 
difcovery  does  not  appear  to  have  intimidated  or  diverted 
the  purfuers  from  their  objefl ,  notw it h Handing  it  led  them, 
as  captain  Crook  (hanks  himfelf  exprefles  it  in  htsnarrative 
-of  the  t  ran  faction,  "  Directly  out  of  the  courfe  of  the 
.voyage." 

The  chace  was  continued  with  flow  but  gradual  advan- 
tage during  the  whole  day,  and  about  eleven  at  night  the 
Lark,  being  abreaft  of  the  enemy's  (hip,  which  was  after- 
wards found  to  be  the  Gloriofo,  and  about  350  yards  from 
her,  began  to  fire;  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant  the  Warwick, 
which  till  then  had  kept  in  the  wake  of  the  Lark,  tacked, 
.and  Hood  to  the  northward.  The  probable  rcafons  which 
induced  captain  Erflsine  to  take  that  meafure  will  hereafter 
Deflated  in  the  life  of  that  gentleman.  Suffice  it  to  fay  in 
this  place,  that  a  difference  of  opinion,  for  fuch  at  leaft 
there  certainly  was  between  the  two  captains,  caufed  the 
total  failure  of  this  attempt.  The  Lark  and  the  War- 
wick becoming,  in  confequence  of  the  manoeuvre  juft 
mentioned,  widely  fepantted,  the  Spaniard  feized  the 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  latter,  and  totally  di  fabled 
her  before  the  Lark  could  get  up  to  her  fupport. 

This  appears  to  be  the  fair  ftate  of  the  limple  matter  of 
fact.  This  affair  afterwards  became  a  rubied  of  no 
fmall  controverfy ;  and  captain  Crookfhanks,  on  his 
arrival  at  Loui/burg  being  put  under  an  arreft,  in  confe- 
quence of  a  charge  preferred  againfl  him  by  captain 
Erfkine,  to  commodore  Knowles,  was  fentenced,  by  a 
court-martial,  to  be  difmifled  the  fervice.  The  befl,  and 
st  the  fame  time  the  molt  concife  account  we  can  give  of 
the  foregoing  Angular  tranfact ion,  is  by  inferring  the 
following  letter,  written  by  captain  Crookfhanks  to  the 
honourable 
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honourable  Mr.  Legge,  and  dated  at  Tea  on  the  2oth  of 
July,  a  few  days  after  the  action. 

"  Sir,  I  have  juft  time  to  give  you  an  account,  by  a 
ihip  we  met  at  fea,  of  an  engagement  with  a  Spanilh  man 
of  war,  which,  far  as  we  could  judge,  was  of  feventy-four 
guns.  As  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  her,  you  may, 
perhaps,  have  the  Spanilh  account  before  ours,  and  it  may, 
in  fome  tneafure,  fatlsfy  your  curiolity  to  have  one  from 
us  as  foon  as  poflible. 

"  About  eleven  at  night  I  ran  along  fide  of  her,  as 
near  as  the  wind  would  permit,  and,  in  pafling,  fired, 
hoping  thereby,  though  not  in  clofe  engaging  diftance,  to 
cmbarrafs  her,  and  give  the  Warwick  the  furer  chance  of 
fecuring  a  ftation  on  her  lee  quarter,  defigning  to  Itretch  a- 
head,  tack,  and  on  gaining  the  wind,  fecure  our  ftation  on 
her  oppofite-bow:  but  the  Warwick  tacked  on  her  quarter, 
being  then  a  fmall  diftance  aftern  of  us,  which  meafure  I 
think  was  the  only  means  of  deft  roving  my  plan.  The 
Spaniard  wore,  hawled  the. wind  for  a  very  fhort  time, 
edged  away  toward  the  Warwick  and  engaged,  by  which 
fhe  enlarged  her  diftance  from  us.  We  flood  after  them  ' 
immediately ;  but  having  little  wind,  and  they  going 
nearly  before  it,  we  were  not  able  to  get  up,  to  tuftsin  the 
Warwick,  till  we  faw  them  draw  off  from  each  other, 
and  the  Warwick's  main-top-malt  gone.  We  then  flood 
towards  the  enemy  propofing  to  have  engaged  her  at  day- 
light ;  but,  on  the  Warwick's  lying  with  her  head  from 
us,  and  firing  a  gun,  which  I  was  to  conclude  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs,  1  thought  it  indifbenfably  my  duty  to  quit  that 
defign,  making  the  belt  of  my  way  to  her  afliftan.ee,  and 
to  collect  the  convoy. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  Signed,  J.  Crookshanks*." 

To  this  letter  we  fhall  beg  to  fubjoin  the  defence  made 
by  the  above  gentleman  to  the  charge  which  was,  preferred 
againft  him. 

*  Captain  Croofc.fb.ankf,  who  has  pablifhcd  this  letter  in  a  defence 
written  by  himftlf,  addi  in  a  note,  "  By  this  method  it  would 
have  been  next  to  iuipoffible  for  the  enemy  to  have  efc aped,  or  have 
dragged  the  Britifh  (hips  Farther  out  of  their  way,  but  he  mull  probably 
have  fought  them  in  the  morning  in  the  manner  that  captain 
CrookQiaukt  fliould  then  have  found  it  expedient  to  attack  hint." 
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"  To  the  introduaorypartof  captain  Erflrine'l  charge 
againft  me,  J  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  in  anfwer,  that  it 
would  have  been  as  juft,  and  equally  as  good  fenfe,  to  have 
written  the  Warwick  in  company  with  the  Lark,  as  her 
captain  was  the  commanding  officer.  I  make  this  fmall 
remark,  insignificant  as  it  may  appear,  upon  obferving  that 
fome  of  the  very  few  people,  whom  I  have  had  ocean*  on 
to  ipeak  to  on. this  fubject,  have  thought  other  wife,  in 
places  where  my  accufer,  or  fome  perfon  for  him,  has 
wickedly  appeared  to  have  had  hopes  of  cmfliing  me,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world,  "by  invectives,  iofinuations,  and 
relating  ftoiies  much  to  my  di  fad  vantage,  as  well  as  foreign 
to  the  cafe  .in  oueft  ion,  alt  which  can  be  made-very  apparent: 
but  I  findmyfelf  relieved, and  happy,  in  being  nowbrought 
before  a  court,  to  whofe  candour  and  equity  I  chearfully 
fubmit  the  determination  of  my  caufe,  being  perfuaded  that 
$ach  member  is  guarded  againft  p  re  polfe  (lions,  and  will  take 
the  facts  only  as  they  (hall  hereafter  be  made  to  appear. 

"  We  difcoveted  and  began  the  chace  of  the  enemy 
fometime  after  feven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
of  July,  hearing  between  the  norm  and  the  w*ft  from  us, 
appearing,'  at  different  times,  a  large  fail,  with  her  top- 
faiis  only,  put  pf  water,  from  the  Lark's  fore-caflle,  where 
I  went  <o  look  af  her  with  my  glafs,  and  could  difcover 
her  head  laid  different  ways,  but  whether  by  tacking  or 
wearing  I  could  not  judge.  About  ten  I  made  a  fignal  for 
%he  Montague  Bilander,  in  the  ordnance  fervice",  to  chace 
to  the  north-weft,  which  Mr.  Conoliy,  her  mafter,  very 
alertly  obferved  between  twelve  and  one.  In  the  after- 
noon of  the  15th  I  made  the  Warwick's  fignal  to  chace 
and  open  to  the  north- ea(t,  which  I  well  remember  was 
not  obeyed.  We  continued  following  the  chace,  the 
Montague  and  Warwick  with  us,  till  near  nine  at  night, 
having  before  the  clofe  of  day,  fuppofed  the  Mon- 
tague nearly  up  with  the  chace,  as  it  afterwards  appeared 
ftie  was,  and  rather  on  our  weather  bow.  About  ten 
they  paired  us  to  the  eaft ward,  and,,  being  convinced  of  it, 
by  the  Montague's  ftgnals  of  falfe  fires,  and  mufkets, 
obferving  alfo  the  difference  of  the  found  of  the  guns  Hit 
and  the  enemy  fired  at  each  other,  I  made  the  general 
fignal  to  tack,  hoping  that  the  Warwick  would  have  been 
inltantly  prepared  to  obey  it,  for  fhe  was  fo  near  on  our 
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weather  quarter  as  to  lay  ir.  our  track.  This  obliged  me, 
in  tacking  firft,  to  pay  round  off,  and  pafs  to  leeward  of 
her,  thereby  loting  the  better  chance  of  gaining  me 
enemy's  wake,  while  the  Warwick  might  have  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  reach  of  him,  provided  the  enemy  had 
attempted  to  fail  large,  capt.  Erflcine  knowing  that  to  be  the 
favourite  way  of  his  (hip's  going  belt. 

"  We  chafed  clofe,  bawled  up  till  daylight,  and  then  again 
(aw  the  enemy,  a  very  tall  fhip,  and  the  Montague  on  her" 
larboard  or  weather  quarter.  About  feven  I  could  dif- 
tin£Hy  count  fifteen  lower-deck  ports  regularly  bawled  up, 
and  was  fo  near  as  plainly  to  difcover,  in  my  glafs,  men 
on  her  poop  and  gang  boards,  fo  that  I  was  then  at  no 
lofs  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  fize  of  the  fhip  and  the 
force  (he  was  capable  of  carrying.  The  queftion  that 
arofe  for  my  better  government  was,  whether  or  not  (he 
was  well  appointed  i  In  the  common  prudence  of  an 
officer  I  certainly  ought  to  think  (he  was,  and  hope  for  the 
heft. 

"  Thus  I  did  then,  and  always,  determine,  vigorously 
and  refolutely,  with  the  proper  a  Hi  ft  a  nee  of  the  Warwick, 
to  engage  the  enemy.  I  do  folemnly,  before  God  and 
and  this  court,  aver,  (till  referving  to  my  fell"  an  undoubted 
tight  of  judging,  when  to  begin,  and  in  what  manner, 
that  from  daylight  in  the  morning  till  eleven  at  night  (I 
fpeak  now  of  the  i6tli  of  July)  the  greateft  care  and  pains 
were  taken,  to  trim  the  hull  and  fails  of  the  Lark  to  the 
bed  advantage,  to  (leer  and  bring  the  fhip  i>p  with  the" 
enemy,  as,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  appear,  from  the 
evidence  of  every  officer  and  man  in  the  Lark,  who  was 
capable  of  making  obfervations.  In  this  manner  I  led  up  to 
the  Gloriofo,  the  ^Varwick  following  in  our  wake  on  one 
quarter  or  other,  as  final  1  (hilts  of  wind  and  common  una- 
voidable accidents  might  occafion.  Some  little  time 
before  we  reached  up  with  the  enemy,  when  there  was  a 
ftrong  appearance  of  our  doing  it,  I  fent  for  the  firft  lieu- 
tenant and  gave  him  orders  to  (land  by  the  foremoit 
run,  to  keep  it  pointing,  and  to  call  to  me  when  he  found 
it  almoft  growing ufetefs,  giving  him  alio  fome  few,  as  I 
thought  neceflary,  cautions,  in  regard  to  managing  the 
men  and  battery  under  his  more  immediate  care  and 
direction,  I  alio  fent  for  the  fecond  lieutenant  from  his 
2  quarters, 
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quarters  between  decks,  intimated  the  orders  I  had  given 
to  the  firlt,  and  directed. him  to  be  in  immediate  readinefs, 
thft  if  he  heard  a  gun  fired  upon  the  upper  deck,  it  fhould 
be  a  fignal  to  haul  all  the  ports  up,  run  the  guns  out,  and 
make  the  bed  ufe  of  them  he  could,  recommending  par- 
ticularly that  he  fhould  endeavour  to  keep  the  men  cool,  to 
fire  flow,  having  his  guns  fo  pointed  as  to  be  in  a  manner 
fure  of  doing  execution.  I  was  then  rather  determined  not 
to  engage  till  I  got  clofe  on  the  enemy's  weather  bow, 
refpe&iug  the  pofition  of  failing  he  was  then  in;  but  I 
fired,  upon  observing  the  Warwick,  which  I  thought  was 
unluckily  and  accidentally  caught  in  flays.  The  lines  of 
fight  are  frequently  known  to  deceive  the  fkilful ;  but,  to 
the  beft  of  my  judgment,  the  Warwick  was,  at  the  time 
of  putting  helm  alee,  aflern  in  a  parallel  to  the  wind- 
ward of  the  Lark,  very  nearly  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
Lark  as  the  Lark  was  from  the  enemy  a-breaft. 

"  The  Lark  then  only  got  abreafl  of  the  enemy,  which 
the  Warwick  might  have  done,  and  confiderable  nearer, 
but  flie  tacked,  and  fired  in  tacking;  though,  I  conceive, 
fhe  could  not  fare  with  any  fort  of  good  view  till  after  the 
wind  was  a-head,  or  rather  that  fhe  paid  two  or  more  points 
off,  unlefs  for  reafons  I  cannot  enter  into,  and  fhould 
imagine  captain  Erfkine,  as  late  commander  of  the  War- 
wick, will  not  chufe  to  avow. 

"  A  mile,  ftandard  meafure,  is  1760  yards:  350  to 
400  yards,  is  the  molt  extreme  diftance  that  any  body  on 
board  the  Lark  (I  have  heard  of)  has  judged  her  to  have 
been  from  the  enemy,  when  firing  at  each  other,  abreaft, 
beam  and  beam. 

"  Diltances  at  fea,  efpecially  at  night,  are  fomewbat 
difficult  to  determine  in  a  very  nice  degree;  fo  is  point- 
blank  fliot,  which  is  commonly  called  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
or  44.0  yards:  therefore  I  can  only  aflt  leave  to  offer 
arguments  from  certain  fails,  admitting  probabilities 
amounting  very  near  to  pofitiye  truth.  The  Lark  palled 
the  enemy,  as  tall  a  fhip  as  the  Princeffa,  to  leeward  of 
her  with  all  the  fail  that  could  be  fet  by  the  wind,  which 
was  then  moderate,  and,  what  is  often  termed  by  feamen, 
juft  a  pleafant  working  gale,  and  the  water  fmodth:  by 
this  I  mean  to  fhew  the  Lark  heeled  two  or  three  ftreaks. 
The  enemy  had  only  her  top* fails  and  top-gallant-fails: 
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I  am  not  pofitive  whether  the  latter  were  hoided,  or  on 
the  caps ;  but,  with  her  fuperiority  of  length  and  breadth, 
I  prefume  me  was  nearly  upright;  and  it  has  been  judged 
that  moll,  if  not  all  of  the  guns  (he  fired  at  us  were  from 
her  upper  decks.  Now  it  is  certain  we  received  a  fliot 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  fore-day-fail ;  one  through 
the  main-fail  a  little  above  the  collar  of  the  mizen-itay  j 
a  (hot  went  through  the  mizen-ftay-fgil,  a  large  deep  fail, 
a  little  above  the  foot  rope ;  another  through  the  fecond 
cloth  from  the  maft,  of  the  mizen,  about  eight  feet  above 
the  quarter  deck ;  many  others  too  pa  fled  and  drop.t  in  a 
particular  and  obferved  manner.  I  conceive,  from  all  thefe 
circumftances,  the  Lark  was  within  point-blank- fliot  (mo' 
not  in  a  very  clofe  engaging  di  fiance)  and  me  was  conned 
and  fleered,  fometimes  by  myfelf,  as  near  as  the  wind 
would  let  us  oafs. 

"  The  Warwick  tacked  when  it  is  wiihed  (he  had  not ; 
but  how  they  reconcile  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement,  in 
ten  minutes,  after  being  a  mile  to  leeward  (the  words  of 
the  charge)  is  what  I  cannot  pretend  to  account  for:  yet 
I  think  I  am  not  miltaken  when  I  fay  it  mud  have  been 
full  fifty  minutes,  or  more. 

"  I  ufed  my  bed  endeavours  to  return  and  Aipport  the 
Warwick;  I  did  return  fo  near,  as  to  have  properly 
renewed  my  part  of  the  engagement  in  ten,  at  the  mod 
fifteen  minutes,  if  the  Warwick  had  not  hawled  off  to  the 
fouthward.  The  enemy,  on  the  Warwick's  going  off, 
fired  ten  or  twelve  guns  very  fmartly  at  her,  and  hawled  to 
the  northward.  Upon  observing  the  Warwick's  main- 
top-mall gone,  and  not  able  to  guefs  what  farther  damage 
fhe  might  have  fudained,  I  concluded  it  was  bed  to  hawl 
to  the  northward  to  be  near  the  enemy  at  day-break,  for 
the  better  opportunity  of  difcerning  her  condition,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Warwick  :  the  latter,  dill  lying  in  the  fame 
pofition,  fired  a  gun,  which  I  could  not  but  confider  as  a 
signal  of  didrefs ;  and  very  fopn  after  1  was  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  by  Mr.  Conolly,  in  the  Montague  bilander, 
who  told  me  he  had  been  hailed  by  the  Warwick,  and 
defired  to  acquaint  me  with  the  condition  of  that  fliip, 
which  was  quite  difabled. 

"  We  wore  and  joined  the  Warwick.     And  now,  fir, 

iUndmg  heavily  accufed  of  running  away  from  the  enemy, 

which 


Jig,:  zed  by  GoOglC 


I5&  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 

which  I  take  to  imply,  and  mean  cowardice,  the  mod 
Shocking  and  ignominious  character  that  can  pofEbly  be 
given  to  a  military  man,  J  cannot,  in  duty  and  juftice 
to  tnyfelf,  omit  declaring  an  opinion,  and  with  confidence 
too,  that  if  captain  Erikinc  had  managed,  or  even  mif. 
managed  in  any  other  manner  than  precifely  what  he  did, 
the  enemy  could  not  have  taken,  I  fay  fnatched,  fuch  ad- 
vantages as  he  did  of  the  Warwick,  in  addition  to  his  fu- 
perior  force;  I  venture  then  to  think  my  conducl  in  fuch 
cafe  would  fcarcely  nowhave  been  called  in  queftion ;  I  am, 
in  the  higheft  degree,  poih%e  my  perfonal  refolution  could 
not  have  ftiffered  fufpicion, 

"  Confidering  that  part  of  what  I  have  now  faid  may, 
in  fome  degree,  prepare  the  court  to  hear  and  canvas  the 
evidence,  as  well  in>  fupport  of  the  charge  as  in  my  de- 
fence :  and  in  conlideration  that  my  greateft  and.  only 
comfort,  while  I  exift,  depends  on  my  clearing  fo  bale  and 
villainous  an  afperfion  as  has  been  fpread  abouvl  have 
depended,  and  am  to  hope  for  excufc-  in  having  trefpaifed  on 
your  time." 

Notwithstanding  the  court  thought  proper  to  oafs  a 
fentence  of  dif million  on  this  gentleman  during  his  tna- 
Jefty's  pleafure,  it  was  declared  to  him  by  the- prefidefrt, 
that  it  did,  by  an  unanimous  refolve,  acquit  him  even 
ef  the  fufpicion  of  cowardice,  difaffe&ion,  or  want 
of  zeal.  Mr.  Crooklhanks  bore  his  foliation  with 
extreme  impatience :  he  reprobated  the  conducl  of 
admiral  Knowles  and  the  judge  advocate,  whom  he  loudly 
charged  with  opprefilon  and  injuftice.  He  afked  the 
admirals  permiflion  to  ferve  as  a  volunteer  in  a -private 
capacity  ;  but  this  rcqueft,  though  not  peremptorily  denied, 
was  not  complied  with.  He  repeatedly  applied  to  Mr. 
Knowles  for  a  court-martial  on  captain  Erikine  ;  but  this 
■w&alfo  refilled,  under  pretence  that  fuch  application  wss 
prompted  only  by  a  vindictive  fpirit  of  recrimination :  fo 
that  at  length  wearied  out  with  fruitlefs  felicitations,  for 
what  he  deemed  a  mere  act  of  juftice  to  himfelf  and  his 
character,  and  provoked  as  he  himfelf  reports  by  repeated 
and  ftudied  affronts,  he  took  his  paffage  from  Jamaica  on 
board  the  Plymouth,  with  captain  Digby  Dent,-  who  had 
been  prefident  of  the  court-martial  which  tried  him,  and 
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who  appears  to  have  entertained  an  high  efteem  for  him. 
He  arrived  at  Portfmouth  after  a  paffoge  of  nearly  feveri 
weeks.and  immediately  began  a  frefn  application  tothe  board1 
of  admiralty  for  a  court-martial  on  captain  Erfkine.  Still 
was  his  rcoutft  negatived,  but  not  for  the  fame  reafon* 
which  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Knowles..  Mr.  Corbet, 
the  fecretary  to  the  admiralty,  wrote  him  in  very  plain 
terms,  that  "  he  ought  to  have  applied  abroad,  in  proper 
time,  to  the  commander-in-chief,  but  not  then  after  his 
condemnation,  which  proceeded  only  from  a  recriminating 
temper."  Mr.  Knowles  had  before  told  htm  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  he  did  not  think  it  legal  for  him  to  order  a  court- 
martial  without  particular  orders  from  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty :  fo  that,  to  fpeak  candidly,  we  cannot  help 
thinking  Mr.  Crook  man  ks  was  unwarrantably,  and  lhame- 
fully  bandied  about  from  one  jurifdiction  to.  another, 
without  any  intention  to  afford  him  a  fatisfafiion  he 
appears  to  have  had  a  very  legal  right  to  demand.  To 
fum  up  the  bufmefs,  captain  Erfkine  was  not  tried,  nor 
captain  Crookfhanks  employed. 

Matter* continued  pretty  quiet  till  about  1758,  when  Mr. 
Crookfhanks  having  publifned  an  account  of  his  conduct 
and  treatment,  a  fhort  and  insignificant  paper  war  took 
place  between  him  and  admiral  Knowles,  in  which  captain 
Erfkine  was  alfo  involved.  Soon  after  this  time,  having 
repeatedly  petitioned  his  majefty  that  he  might  be  reftored 
to  his  rank  as  a  captain  in  the  navy,  the  king  was  pleafed 
to  refer  his  cafe  to  the  confederation  of  the  admiralty- 
board  ;  and  their  report  we  may  naturally  conclude  to  have 
been  favourable,  as  he  was  immediately  rein  Hated in  his 
former  flat  ion  on  the  lift  of  captains,  with  the  ufiial 
allowance  of  half-pay,  which  he  continued  to  enjoy  during 
life.  This  in  fome  degree  appears  wonderful,  as  Mr. 
Crookfkanks  informs  us  that  lord  Anfon,  at  that  time  firfl 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  had  the  indecent  effrontery  to  tell 
him,  when  applied  to  for  the  purpofe  of  reinflatement 
feme  years  before,  "  that  he  laboured  under  a  fufpenfion 
which  he  believed  would  continue  for  ever;  that  it  was 
very  happy  for  him  he  had  been  tried  abroad,  as  he  [his 
hnjfbip)  was  convinced,  had  the  court-martial  been  held  in 
England  he  would  have  met  with  another  fort  of  fate."  This 
appears  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  is  certain,  without 
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any  wifh  of1  deteriorating  his  lordfhip's  character,  that  as 
brave  and  as  able  men  as  himfelf  have  been  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion. 

We  cannot  reconcile  to  ourfelves  this  feeraing  contra* 
diftion  and  alteration  of  opinion,  or  account,  for  the 
foftened  afperity  of  his  lordfhip's  fentiments,  except  fup- 
ppfing  it  occasioned  by  a  publication  from  Mr.  Crook- 
lhanks,  of  what  had  palled  between  himfelf  and  his  lord- 
fhip  on  that  occafion,  and  a  difcovery  on  the  part  of  the 
latter,  that  neither  his  rank  nor  fuppofed  popularity  pre- 
vented the  world  from  confidering  that  aflertiort  as  an 
ungenerous  and  unfounded  infult.  Mr.  Crookihanks 
continued  to  live  ever  afterwards  in  retirement,  having 
unfuccefsfully  made  repeated  applications  for  employ- 
ment, as  will  appear  from  the  following  petition  to  his 
majefty  and  the  letter  annexed  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  at  the  time  it  was  written. 

"  To  the  King. 

"  Captain  John  Crooklhanks,  late  commander  of 
your  majefty's  ihip  the  Lark,  humbly  begs  leave  to  re. 
prefent— 

"  That  on  his  petition  to  your  royal  grandfather,  his 
late  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  that  the  laid 
petition  ihould  be  read  and  confidered  by  his  board  of 
admiralty :  that,  in  conference  of  a  report  from  the  lords 
commimoners  of  the  (aid  board  made  to  his  majefty  in 
council,  he  was  farther  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order,  that 
your  petitioner  ihould  be  reftored  to  his  rank,  which  is 
now  done,  and  his  name  (lands  on  the  naval  books,  in  the 
lift  of  captains,  according  to  his  rank  of  feniority. 

"  But  as  the  fer vice  of  his  king  and  country  was  then,  is 
ftill,  and  ever  will  be  uppermoft  in  his  thoughts,  and  the  firft 
objeA  both,  of  his  former  and  prefent  application,  your 
petitioner  molt  humbly  takes  leave  to  beg  that  he  may  be 
again  actually  employed  in  your  majefty's  fervice  accord- 
ing to  his  rank  in  the  navy ;  and  this  he  prefumes  to  en- 
treat with  the  greateft  earneftnefs,  as  this  is  a  time  of  war 
when  no  man,  able  to  ferve  his  fovereign  and  the  public, 
would  wiftt  to  be  unemployed." 

My 
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"  My  Lord, 

"  My  prefent  and  future  tranquility  are  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned that  I  mud  venture  to  unburthen  my  mind ;  I 
find  it  irrefiftible  ;  yet  hope  to  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  not 
pollening  every  refpeS  due  to  your  lordlhip. 

"  You  observed,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  feeing 
you,  that  mine  was  a  very  old  and  an  alrnoft  obfolete 
ftory,  and  you  chole  to  avoid  entering  upon  the  matter. 
This  I  was  not  quite  unprepared  to  expect :  but  when 
you  faid  you  was  matter  of  the  affair,  that  you  had  formed 
your  opinion,  and  a  pretty  ftrong  one  too,  I  was  more  hurt 
than  I  can  defcribe  ;  and  by  fo  much  the  more  fo  as  I  do 
not  believe  England  produces  a  man  who  has  held,  and 
does  hold,  your  fkill  and  abilities,  for  governing  the  naval 
department,  in  higher  eftimation  than  myfelf.  You  con- 
veyed to  my  Idea  that  your  opinion  was  unfavourable,  and 
left  it  lhould  be  fo  I  rifque  to  fay,  that  your  lordfhip  is  not 
mailer  of  the  affair :  you  have  taken  fa  lie  information,  and 
therefore  only  could  have  drawn  a  wrong  conclufion.  I 
hazarded  chaftifement  from  the  admiralty,  and  a  pecu- 
niary mulct  in  Weftminfter-hall,  for  having  broke- my 
convoy  orders,  and  in  (tractions :  but  I  had  formed  apian 
of  doing  a  gallant  action,  which  I  knew  I  ihould  have 
executed,  far  as  it  could  have  depended  on  the  refolution 
of  one  brave  man,  and  I  have  no  fcruple  to  fay,  an  able 
feaman  ;  but  my  defigns  were  fru  ft  rated  by  a  felf-fufnctent 
junior  officer,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  him,  whom  I  ought  to 
have  treated  with  rigour  j  I  fhould  then  have  prevented, 
and  might  have  defyed  all  the  fcandalous,  wicked,  -and 
mean  machinations  that  were  afterwards  wantonly  play- 
ed off  againft  me,  by  one  I  had  then  never  offended. 
Thefe  are  points,  my  lord,  I  know  the  truth  of,  and 
that  will  prove  themfelves  when  and  wherefoever  they  are 
clofely  and  candidly  examined  into,  by  the  unprejudiced 
men  of  fkill  and  penetration. 

*'  I  hope  your  lordlhip  will  generoufly  pardon  me,  if 
1  have  differed  in  opinion  in  one  fingie  inftance,  that  is  fo  , 
nearly  connected  with  my  own  credit  and  happinefs;  and 
allow  me  to  declare,  that  I  with  every  honour  and  ad- 
vantage  to  the  Britilh  navy  under  a  long  continuation  of 
your  lordlhip 's  aufpices:  although  time  has  not  di veil- 
ed me  of  very  quick  feelings,  yet  it  can  never  enter 
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into  my  plan  to  offend  your  lordfhip,  for  Lam  with  uti- 
le igned  refpecf., 

"  My  lord,  &c. 

To  the  carl  of  Sandwich,  1771. 

"  J-  CroOkshanks." 

Thefc  repeated  applicauens  did  not,  however,  produce 
his  re-  em  ploy  me  nt ;  nor  could  it  reafonably  have  been 
expe&ed  by  himfelf  that  they  (hoiild  1  he  had  attained  a  very 
advanced  age ;  and,  added  to  that,  was  To  extremely  infirm, 
that,  however  his  own  fpirit  might  prompt  him  to  follicit 
a  command,  reafon  and  common  fenfe  muit  have  united  in 
tiiftuading  him  from  entering  on  fuch  an  engagement 
with  thofe  disadvantages  which,  as  we  have  already 
dated,  he  laboured  under.  That  he  was  in  many  points 
an  ill-ufed  man  we  believe  few  officers,  of  candour  and 
ability,  have  ever  attempted  to  deny;  that  if  in  fome 
degree  reprehenfible,  and,  by  way  of  parenthefis,  we  muft 
beg  to  remark,  the  only  point  in  which  blame  appears  to 
attach  to  him  is,  his  tiaving  flood  to  the  eaftward  five  or 
fix  minutes  longer  than  was  neceflary,  after  he  palled  the 
Gloriofo ;  he  certainly  could  not  merit  fo  fevere  a 
fentence,  while  his  junior  officer,  who  had  manifeftly  con- 
tributed, by  his  conduct,  to  prevent  fuccefs,  and  had,  as 
was  fairly  proved  to  the  understanding  of  all  unbiased 
men,  been  abfolutely  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders, 
was  fuffered  to  pafs  through  life  untried,  and,  far  as  related 
to  the  fervioe  itfelf,  uncenfured.  * 

Capt.  Crookfhanks  appears  to  have  been,  in  his  younger 
days,  a  man  poflefled  of  too  much  warmth  of  temper  ;  at 
the  fame  lime  his  greatefl  enemies  could  not  but  allow 
him  to  have  poileifed  confiderable  ability  as  a  feaman, 
white  the  court- martial  which  tried  him  bore  the  hand- 
foraeft  teflimony  of  his1  perfonal  fpirit  and  gallantry.  He 
died  in  retirement,  at  Fimlico,  on  the  20th  of  February, 
179T,  in  the  87th  year  of  his, age. 

DAWNEY,  Honourable  George, — was  the  fifth  fon 
ef  fir  Henry,  fecond  lord  Vifcount  Down,  and  his  lady, 
Mildred,  daughter  of  William  Godfrey,  of  Thunich,  in 
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the  county  o£  Lincoln,  cfq,  *  Having  betaken  himfelf 
to  a  naval  life,  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  January,  J742»  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Biddeford  frigate.  This  veflel 
was  principally,  if  not  entirely  employed,  during  the  cur- 
rent year,  as  a  cruifer,  in  which  occupation  we  do  not  find 
any  other  mention  made  of  captain  Dawney's  fuccefs, 
than  his  having  captured,  on  the  26th  of  June,  a  Span  Kb. 
privateer,  called  the  St.  Anthonio,  belonging  to  Bilboa, 
carrying  fourteen  carriage  ten  fwivel  guns,  and  ninety- nine 
men.  Early  in  the  cnRiing  year  this  gentleman  removed 
into  the  Lyme,  a  fhip  of  the  fame  force  with  that  he  before 
commanded.  This  is  the  laft  mention  we  find  made  of 
him  in  the  naval 'line,  for  unhappily  falling  under  .a 
derangement  of  mind,  from  which  he  did  not,  we  believe, 
ever  recover,  he j)f  confequence  retired  altogether  from 
the  fervice  many  years  before  his  death.  This  happened, 
according  to  Mr.  Hardy's  lift,  on  the  16th  of  November, 
1766. 

De  L' Angle,  Merrick,  —  was,  during  the  earlier  part 
of  his  fervice  both  as  a  commander  and  a  poft  captain, 
employed  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation.  He  is  faid  in 
fome  accounts,  which  we  muft  confcfs  we  are  rather 
doubtful  as  to  the  authenticity  of,  to  have  commanded  the 
Anne  Galley  firefliip  early  in  the  year  1 741 ;  but,  we  can 
fpeak  with  much  greater  confidence  of  his  appointment, 
in  the  month  of  Augufl  1742,  to  the  Duriky  Galley,  a 
frigate  of  twenty  gunst,  a  command  which,  contrary  to 

the 


*  "  This  family  is  of  verj  grrrat  antiquity  in  toil  county.     Sir  Paine 

Dawney,  of  Dawney  Cattle  in  Normandy,  from  whom  this  family.)* 

defeendcd,  came  into  England  with  king  William  tbe  Conqueror." — 

See  Archdalc's  Peerage. 

+  We  muft  not  omit  the  following  very  honourable  anecdote  con- 
cerning this  brave  and  worthy  wan,  in  the  very,  words  in  which  it  It 

"  A  year  or  two  Cnce,  his  majefty*,  ftip  the  Durfley  Galley,  of 
twenty  guns,  captain  De  L'Anglc  commander,  cruizing  the  eaft ward 
of  Alicant  bay,  made  a  fmall  fail,  to  which  fhc  gave  chace.  Coming 
Up  with  it  towards  evening,  and  tiring  a  gun,  the  bark  (truck; 
and  the  boat  going  oiT  to  take  poffe  fliou  of  her,  found  her  a  fma!l  «- 
beque,  bound  from  Malaga  to  Yvica,  with  provilions  and  fomepaffen- 
gers  of  both  feites,  whom  our  tailors,  without  much  ceremony,  plun- 
dered of  what  money  or  things  of  vJuc  tliey  had  on  board. 

Vol.  V.  '  L  "  The 
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the  ufual  cnftoms  and  regulations  of  the  fervice,  we  da 
not  find  to  have  conferred  upon  Mr.  De  L' Angle  the! 
rank  of  a  pott  captain*.  In  this  veffel  we  find  him  cra- 
'  ployed  immediately  afterwards  under  commodore  Martin, 
in  the  memorable  expedition  to  Naples ;  on  which  occa- 
fion  the  whole  difcuflion  of  the  complaint,  which  had 
canfed  the  appearance  of  a  Brttilh  fquadron  off  that  port* 
appears  to  have  been  completely  confided  to  him.  A 
very  particular  account  has  been  already  given  of  this 

"  Tbe  furgeon  of  the  mm  of  war  (from  whom  I  have  thii  narra- 
tive) Toon  after  going  on  board  the  prize,  it  being  almoA  dark,  could 
{'nil  perceive  a  Roroifh  clergyman  (for  fitch  he  appeared  by  his  drefi) 
Caning  in  a  difconfolate  manner  over  the  tide  of  the  vefTcl,  with  a 
young  girl  by  him  all  in  tears.  On  feeing  th it,  he  taokocraGon  to  fpeak 
fr>  him  in  Latin,  which  brought  on  a  conYerfition  in  that  language, 
by  which  he  underftood  this  prelate  wn-biihop  of  Yvica,  on  bit  paf- 

Jage  from  Spain  to  that  ifland,  and  that  the  young  girl  wai  a  relition 
eft  under  hit  care.  The  furgeon,  after  a  few  compliment!  of  coh- 
dolement,  returned  to  hii  (hip,  and  gave  captain  De  L* Angle  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  palled.  Thii  worthy  commander  immediately  fenf 
his  pinnace  for  the  biihop  and  hit  fair  kinfwoman,  for  whom  he  bad 
provided  an  elegant  fupper,  during  which,  being  placed  at  the  head 
fi  the  .table,  they  were  treated  by  him  and  his  officer!  with  all  the  po- 
jitenefi  and  rcfpeil  due  to  their  rank  and  quality:  in  the -mean  while 
trie  captain  hid  taken  fuch  proper  meafures,  that,  at  foon  at  fupper 
was  ended,  he  eaufed  to  be  reftored  to  theft  difireffed  prifonert  all  the 
little  money,  jeweli,  plate,  deaths,  &c.  which  they  had  loft,  except- 
falgt£lver  chalice,  which  could  not  be  recovered.  Imagine,  fir, 
■O  yourlelf,  the  fentirnents  of  this  boneft  prelate,  at  fuch  unexpected 
■reat'ment  from  thofc,  whom  no  doubt  he  had  been  taught  to  regard 
is  cruel  here  tick*,  and  from  whom  he  probably  apprehended  the  w^irft 
trfage,  both  for  bimlelf  atid  hit  young  relation.  The  Gmplicity,  th« 
goodnefi  of  hit  heart  difcovcred  itfelf  by  a  flood  of  tears,  more  ex- 
preflive  than  the  rhetoric  of  a  jefuit,  or  the  wit  of  a  cardinal.  Cap- 
tain De  L' Angle,  pleafed  with  the  liaccrity  of  bis  joy,  allured  him  of 
hit  being  fife  »  well  at  frect  and  thai  next  morning  he  fhould  be  at  full 
liberty  lo  purihe  hit  voyage  without  arty  fears  of  future  danger. 
Accordingly,  after  an  agreeable  breakfait,  he  was  reconducted  on  bond 
hit  own  bark,  with  fomc  kind  prefentt,  and  arrived  foon  after  fafe  at 
Yvica. 

"  1  am  well  informed  that  ihis  liiUiop  has  fo  tatting  a  fenfe  of  tbit 
obligation,  that,  whenever  (thoogh  the  war  yetfiibufii)  an  Englifli 
man  of  war  appears  off  the  port  of  .Yvica,  he  never  fails  to  fend  out 
a  boat,  with  fuch  rtfrcflimenti  at  the  ifland  affords;  and  hit  compli- 
tSMott  to  the  cipnin,  in  acknowledgment!  for  the  favours  (hown  bin 
on  board  the  Dudley  Galley.  This,  therefore,  ought  to  recom- 
bend  a  generous  bebiviour  even  10  our  enemies." 
*  So  tbit  it  is  moll  probable  he  Only  commanded  by  order. 

bufiaefs,. 
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bufinefs,  fee  vol.  iv.  p.  72,  to  which  we  refer;  content- 
ing ourfelves  with  faying,  what  it  would  be  an  a£t  of  thai 
higheil  injuitice  to  captain  De  L'Angle's  merit  to  omit, 
that  he  executed  this  very  delicate  commiflion  with  all  the 
fpirit  and  addrcfs  of  an  able  politician,  and  experienced 
negociator.  It  is  rather  to  be  wondered  at  that,  after 
having  difplayed  fo  much  fuccefsful  ability^  he  fhould  not 
have  been  advanced  to  the  rank  of  pofl  capiain  till  the 
13th  of  November  following,  when  he  was  removed  into) 
the  Winchelfea,  a  vefTel  of  no  greater  force  than  the 
Durfley  Galley.  In  this  fhip  he  was  employed  the  fol- 
lowing year  on  a  variety  of  ferviccs,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  which  nothing  occurred  fo  remarkable  as  to  de- 
mand our  notice.  The  rnoil  interefting  of  all  hii 
occupations,  during  the  period  juft  ftated,  is  beft  defcribed 
in*  the  annexed  letter,  written  by  himfelf  ;•  and  which, 
though  rather  too  long  for  our  purpofe,  we  think,  as 
containing  a  genuine  account  of  Turkilh  mSnners,  curious 
enough  to  warrant  its  infertion*. 

Soon 


"  *  Wincbelfea,  Oa.  as,  1743. 
"  Dew  brother, 

"  I  begin  ihil  letter  at  Tea,  in  the  Channel  of  Malta,  Mount  /Etna. 
on  the  illand  of  Sicily  bearing  N.  E.  and  the  ifland  of  Malta  S.  by  C. 
stance  ten  leagues.-bettli;  on  my  return  from  a  very  unfaccefsfnl 
entire  in  the  Archipelago,  which  I  am  fare  you  will  fay  wu  a  very 
unfortunate  one  ere  you  have  read  to  (he  end  of  this  epittle. 

"  On  the  31ft  of  July  I  joined  the  admiral  in  Villa  Franca  har- 
bour, from  Genoa ;  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  fend  me  into  the 
Archipelago  in  pur  fait  of  >  Splnifh  privateer  for  rather- pirate,  for  he 
■dander*  all  nations]  which  he  had  been  informed  had  done  great 
■nifchief  to  our  trade  in  thefe  teas;  that  he  wai  very  rich,  infomuctt 
that,  if  I  fhould  have  the  good  fortune  to  rake  him,  I  need  never 
trouble  my felf  about  the  Tea  again  as  long  as  I  lived  ;  that  be  was  a  (hip 
of  twenty-four  guns  and  one  nundred'and  finty  men,  which  was  juft 
my  match ;  from  whence  1  imagined  we  muft  fight  hard  for  it  fhould 

"  I  failed  from  Villa  Franca  on  the  3d  of  Augnfl;  on  the  14th  wfc 
arrived  at  Malta,  where  I  was  to  ba»e  taken  on  board  a  pilot,  bnt  could* 
.  not  get  one,  which  7011  will  find  wu  a  great  misfortune.  We 
did  not  come  to  an  anchor  there,  bnt  made  fail  again  in  the  evening. 
On  the  85th  we  came  to  an  anchor  atCaria,  in  the  die  of  Candia,  which 
was  once  in  potteffion  of  the  Venetians,  but  now  belongs  to  (he  Turks  I 
here  we  Hopped  to  till  Our  water  ciiki  and  get  intelligence.— I  believe 
1  tnuft  now  detain  you  a  little  to  tell  you  in  what  manner  we  were 
L  a  received. 


,v  Google 


lt>A  LIVES  AND  CMAKACTERS  OF 

Soon  after  captain  De  L'Angle's  return  frdm  th« 
expedition  juft  mentioned,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Bar- 

fleur, 

received,  aa  it  may  poflibly  divert  you,  and  (hew  you  in  what  efleem 
id  Enelilbmau  it  held  by  tbofe  people.  As  foon  aa  the  fhip  ** 
moored  I  fent  an  officer  to  make  my  compliments  to  the  governor, 
who  is  a  bafbaw  of  three  tails  (a  pod  of  great  rank  in  their  fervice)  and 
an  admiral  of  the  Tuikilh  fleet.  He  returned  me  a  very  obliging  in- 
fwer,  and  faid  I  was  not  only  welcome  to  every  thing  the  place  afforded, 
but  that  he  mould  take  a  pleafurc  in  aflifting  me  with  any  thingl  might 
be  in  want  of.  The  next  morning  be  fent  an  officer  on  board  to  enquire 
after  my  health  and  to  invite  me  ifliorc,  he  attended  his  compliment 
with  a  prefent  of  four  bullocki,  feven  dozen  of  fowls,  two  hundred 
weight  of  rulk.a  great numberofwater-melons.muflt-melons.anda  large 

Suantity  of  fruit  of  all  Torn.  1  had  like  10  have  forgot  fevcral  very 
irgeehcefes,  which  you  know  I  am  extremely  fond  of.  In  the  afternoon 
I  went  on  ihore  to  wait  on  him,  attended  by  the  Englith  cooful  and 
Teveral  ofljeer*  belonging  to  the  (hip.  He  received  me  with  great 
mark*  of  ceremony  and  refpefi,  expreflcd  the  great  regard  he  bad  to 
the  Englifh  nation  in  general,  and  how  much  pleafurc  it  gave  him  in 
particular  to  have  an  opportunity  of  converting  with  a  gentleman  bred 
an  his  own  way,  having  himfelf  been  brought  up  to  the  fca  from  hi* 
cradle.  1  told  bim  I  wa>  come  into  ihofe  feat  in  quell  of  a  SpaniOi 
privateer,  commanded  by  one  Andrea  Scirenli,  and  fhould  be  glad  if 
tie  could  give  me  any  intelligence  of  him ;  that  1  apprehended,  if 
I  Ihould  have  the  good  fortune  to  deflroy  bim,  it  would  be  doing  a 
public  good,  ai  I  wit  very  well  allured  be  was  little  better  than  a 
pirate,  for  that  he  fhewed  no  regard  to  the  colour!  of  any  nation,  but 
plundered  all  alike.  He  told  me  my  information  waa  true,  and  that 
the  grand  figoior  bad  fome  time  ago  fent  a  fhip  of  fifty  gnnt  to  look 
for  him,  which  bad  light  of  him,  but  could  not  come  up  with  him : 
thai  he  had  very  lately  cleaned  at  Scrigatto,  an  uninhabited  iiland  in 
that  neighbourhood :  that  he  mounted  twenty-four  guns,  and  had  two 
hundred  men,  having  lately  incrcafed  bit  complement  by  entertaining: 
a  parcel  of  Greeks  and  oiber  fellows  of  defperate  fortunes.  I  tola 
him  I  had  in  ray  pauage  fpoke  with  feveral  French  veflelt,  but  their 
accounts  were  lo  different  I  could  give  but  little  credit  to  them ;  upon 
which  he  fhook  hit  head,  and  faid  the  Engitlh  were  upright  and  juft, 
that  their  ways. were  at  flraight  at  the  flight  of  an  arrow;  but  the 
French  (willed  and  winded  like  a  ferpent. 

"  He  then  called  for  a  chart,  Ihewed  me  where  he  had  been  feen 
.within  ten  days,  and  where,  he  then  faid,  he  was  ilow  cruizing.  You 
•may  be  fure  this  battened  my  departure,  it  being  not  more  than  forty 
leagues  from  where  we  were  ;  and  you  will  find  his  intelligence  waa 
good,  at  I  after  met  him  at  (be  very  place:  but  before  I  go  from  hence 
you  Or  my  filter  may  eapeft  to  hear  in  what  manner  I  was  entertained. 
"  When  I  came  in,  the  Balhaw  was  fitting  upon  a  fofa, 
from  which  he  arofc  lai  bid  me  welcome  (o  Candia,     He  then  feated 
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fleur,    of  ninety  guns,    as  captain   under   rear-admiral' 
Rowley.     In  this  nation  he  difiinguifiied  himfelf  exceed- 
ingly 

himfclf  again;  after  which  I  wat  placed  ona  brocade  flooljuft  before  hi  nj, 
and  the  gentlemen  who  came  with  me  on  a  bench  iuft  by.  We  had 
firfl,  (weet  meats,  then  coffee ;  after  that  fherbet,  and  then  more  fweet- 
ineaii.  Afterward*,  we  were  all  perfumed,  I  being  informed  this 
would  be  the  I  aft  piece  of  ceremony,  got  up;  two  men  then  put  ■  caftan, 
or  veil,  upon  me,  which  the  bafhaw  told  me  he  did  rot  pre  (em  me  with  on 
account  of  the  value  of  it,  but  as  the  greateft  honour  the  grand  fignipr 
could  do  me.  Every  gentleman  wat  prefented  with  a  brocade  hand- 
kerchief, and  fo  we  retired :  I  wai  then  conducted  into  a  large  gal- 
lery  facing  a  fouare,  where  all  the  mulic  were  drawn  up,  to  the 
number  of  twenty  Or  more,  confiding  of  drums,  trumpeti  and  haut- 
boys, and  two  fellow*  with  inftrumenti,  different  from  what  I  ever  met 
with  in  all  my  travel],  nor  can  I  tell  what  they  were  like,  unlef*  it  be 
to  (be  top  of  a  warming-pan,  for  they  were  much  of  the  (ize  and  made 
of  braf)  (I  viih  you  and  mytfiiler  had  been  there,  doftor)  ;  they  held 
one  in  each  hand,  which  they  (truck  together.  They  entertained  me 
with  a  point  of  war,  or,  tha^ou  may  better  underftand  me,  a  march  they 
play  when  they  lead  on  their  troopi  to  battle.  Thii  Ufled  near  half  an 
,  and  I  then  went  on  board. 

But  I  fhould  have  told  you,  that  1  made  the  bafhaw  a  prefent  of 
a  perfpefiivc  glad,  that  colt  mc  about  two  guinea*  at  Genoa,  with 
which  he  was  much  delighted-,  and  faid  I  could  not  have  given  him 
any  thing  that  waa  fo  acceptable. 

"  We  compleated  our  water  the  next  day  and  failed  in  the  even- 
ing, making  the  bell  of  our  wav  for  the  place  where  the  bafhaWtold  me 
the  privateer  cruifed  ;  this  was  between  the  call  end  of  the  ifleof  Candia, 
and  Searuante  another  ifland,  where  we  remained  for  three  days 
without  feeing  any  thing  of  him  ;  we  then  apprehended  "the  (hip  had 
fprung  »  teak,  for  we  made  fomr times  more  thin  four  feet  water  in  a 
w«  pi.  wbjeli  obliged  us  to  think  of  fome  place  to  puc  into,  that 
we  might  examine  our  bows,  tbe  leak'  being  forward.  Accordingly, 
the  next  morning,  September  8,  we  bore  away,  the  wiod  being  then 
N.W.  and  at  ten  o'alock  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Csftra 
Paulii,  on  tbe  eafl  end  of  the  iiland  of  Candia.  Here  we  lay  in  a 
florm  of  wind  from  the  time  we  came  in  until  the  ytb.    The  leak  wat 

calioncd  by  the  rats,  who  had  eaten  fevcral  holes  in  our  baufe  pii 


fi 


We  failed  again  the  7th,  in  ihe  evening,  to  our  former  station,  this 
we  cruifed  until  the  ifith,  when,  in  the  break  of  tbe  morning,  wa 
difenvered  a  large  (hip  about  four  leagues  to  windward,  which,  by  her 


appearance  and  the  pofture  Ibe  lay  in,  gave  ua  great  room  to  believe 
it  was  the  veffel  we  were  looking  for.  He  had  no  fail*  fet  but  the 
top-fails  uppn  the  cap,  a  certain  token  of  hi*  being  a  cruifer  ;  but  the 
day  coming  on  put  it  pall  all  difputc;  for  with  our  glafles  we  could 
make  his  hull,  which,  together  with  the  (ize  of  bis  malts  and  yards, 
anfwered  exactly  to  the  defcriptirtn  we  had  received  of  him.  Our  next 
bufincf*  wat  to  confider  how  we  could  get  neater  to  him ;  he  not 
L  8  being 
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ingly  in  the  encounter,  with  the  united  flags  of  Franca 
and  Spain,  off  Toulon.     He  continued  to   retain   the 

fame 

feeing  three  weeks  foul,  and  (he  Winchelfea  above  ten  months ;  (o  that 
we  had  but  little  hopes  to  come  up  with  him  {hould  we  begin  the 
chafe.  It  being  our  conRanl  culiont  to  difguifc  the  fhip  as  much 
U  -poffible  before  day-light,  and  being  then  in  that  poflure,  upon 
a  wind,  though  on-a  different  tack,  we  Tield  on  pur  courfe  imagining 
he  might  take  u>  for  a  merchant- (nip  and  bear  down  upon  us.  Jit 
this  manner  we  remained  near  half  an  hour;  but  when  t  found  that 
bait  would  not  take,  and  faw  that  he  began  by  little  and  little  to  make 
fait,  I  flung  off  the  cloak  and  put  the  fhip  about,  making  ail  the  fail 
we  could  in  chafe  :  when  he  perceived  this,  he  did  the  like  and 
flood  from  us.  We  had  as  much  wind  as  we  could  carry,  to  all 
our  fails,  and  in  a  very  little  time  perceived  we  wronged  him;  which, 
as  foon  as  he  faw,  he  endeavoured  to  get  before  the  wind,  which,  by 
the  wind's  fhi  fling,  be  foon  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  ;  that  however 
availed  him  nothing,  for  we  flill  came  upwiih  him,  and  by  twelve 
o'clock  were  within  random  (hot  of  him,  when  it  fell  calm.  We 
then  got  our  boats  ahead  and  our  oars  out,  and  he  did  the  fame,  but 
had  the  better  of  us  from  having  two  large  launches  which  rowed  with 
fixteeu  oars  each,  and  pulled  him  from  us;  but  whenever  there  came 
any  wind  we  came  up  with  him.  In  this  manner  we  purfued 
lim  lill  twelve  at  night,  when  we  loft  fight  of  him  under  the  Ihade  of 
land,  where  he,  being  well  acquainted,  ran  among  fome  rocks,  where 
we  could  not  follow  him  for  the  want  of  a  pilot. 

"  We  (load  in  fo  far  that  we  bad  almoft  put  the  {hip  afhore  before 
we  tacked.  Many  times  in  the  day  1  would  not  have  given  any  man 
forty  {hillings  to  have  inflated  him,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  would 
have  carried  us  alongfide;  but  it  is  now  pafl,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it. 

"  I  believe  he  lived  the  next  day  on  the  joy  of  having  efcaptd,  for 
he  flung  all  his  fheep,  fowls,  hetxoops,  bulkheads,  and  a  great  many 
other  articles  overboard  during  the  chafe,  which  came  fwimming  along 
0ur  Gde.  " 

"  I  fired  feveral  (hot  at  him  jufi  before  it  was  dark,  one  of  which 
I  believe  wen:  on  board  him,  but  it  was  at  too  great  a  diflancc  to  do 
much  mifchicf.  I  kept  off  the  place  until  the  next  morning  to  fee 
whether  he  might  not  have  anchored,  or  polDbly  been  on  fliore  among 
the  rocks,  but  he  was  gone.  The  wind  being  then  northerly,  I  con- 
cluded he  mull  have  flood  to  the  foutbward ;  I  therefore  made  all  the 
fail  I  could  and  ran  down  all  along  the  ifiand  of  Rhodes,  and  from 
thence  to  the  coaft  of  Carimania,  but  faw  nothing  of  him.  I  then 
hauled  to  the  northward  again  and  went  round  the  north  fide  of  the 
ifiand  of  Candia;  vifited  the  iflands  of  Sarigo  and  Scrigatta  i  bo  I  get- 
ting no  tidings  of  him  at  either  of  thofe  places,  I  bore  Up  for  Zuder, 
■  good  port  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Candia,  to  fill  our  water  in  order  to 
our  return.  I  flayed  there  three  days,  and  in  failing  from  thence  put 
the  people  to  Jhort  allowance  that  1  might  flay  fome  little  time  longer 
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fame  (tation  for  a  considerable  time,  according  to  forae 
reports  till  17+5,  or  even  a  later  period.  After  his  re? 
turn  to  England  we  do  not  find  any  particular  mention 
made  of  him  till  the  month -of  December  I747>  when  he 
commanded  a  (hip  of  the  line  at  Port  (mouth,  and  was  one  . 
«f  the  members  of  the  court-martial  convened  fqr  the 
trial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent.  In  the  month  of' 
December  1748,  he  was  captain  of  the  Devonshire,  a 
guardfhip,  mounting  eighty  guns:  but  peace  having  taken 
place,  the  only  fubfequent  notice  we  find  taken  of  him  is* 
that,  in  the  month  of  February  1750,  he  again  was  em- 
ployed, on  a  court-martial  held  for  the  purpofe  of  trying 
fome  of  the  captains,  who  had  ferved  under  rear-admiral 
Knowles  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  he  moreover  was,  in  the 
month  of  December  following,  in  the  fame  very  unenviable 
line  of  occupation,  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Griffin.  Nothing 
elfe  has  come  pto  our  knowledge  relative  to  this  very  able 
and  good  man,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  the 
18th  of  May  1753. 

DUREIX,  Philip. — Our  information  relative  to- this 
gentleman  commences  with  his  appointment,  on  Febru- 
ary 6, 1742,  according  to  that  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  fome  other 
accounts,  to  be  captain  of  the  Gibraltar  Frigate  :  but 
others,  whofe  authenticity  we  have  a  greater  opinion  of,  fay 
the  Seahorfe.  No  fmall  degree  of  perplexity  attends  the 
attempt  to  investigate  fuch  particulars  as  properly  belong 
to  the  life  of  this  worthy  officer.  This  difficulty,  which  ■ 
we  have  already  frequently  complained  of  on  former  oc- 
cafions,  arifes  -from  the  too  frequent  omiffion  of  the 
Chriftian  name,  a  circumftance  which  renders  it  nearly 
impoflible  to  appropriate  to  each  commander  the  {rations  ■ 
and  pjrWfcular  ferviccs  on  which  he  was  employed,  when  ■ 
two  perfons  of  the  fame  furname  are  cotemporaries.  We 
have  before  Hated,  vol,  iv.  p.  262,  captain  John  Durcll  * 
to  have  commanded  the  Eltham.     This,  however,  is  a 

in  ibofc  fens.     I  afterwards  critifc 

the  Archipelago,  and  rap  4oyia  0 

Cape  Matapan,    from  whence    we   cook  our  departure   Cor   Mahon, 

where  we  are  now  going  ro  perform  quarantine." 

*  We  cannot  help  remarking  is  rather  a  lingular  circumtlance,  thai 
the  firft  appointment  of  captain  Thomas  Durcll,  fee  vol.  iv.  p.  Ba, 
*»i  to- the  Seariaifc,  and  of  captain  John  Durtll  ut  the  Gibraltar. 
L  4  circum- 
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ctraimftance  rendered  rather  doubtful  by  the  caufe  juft 
given.  To  fay  the  truth  it  is  of  little  confequence,  as 
will  be  feen  by  reference  to  that  account ;  nor  (hould  we, 
perhaps,  have  mentioned  it,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  parry- 
ing a  probable  charge  of  negligent  inaccuracy. 

In  174.7,  we  believe  we  may  venture  to  ftate  with  con- 
fidence, that  this  gentleman  commanded  the  Gloucefter,  of 
fifty  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  belonging  to  the  fquadron 
under  the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Hawke,  which,  in  the 
month  of  October,  totally  defeated  that  of  France  com- 
manded by  monfteur  L'Etendiere.  Tilt  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  we  believe  him  to  have  continued  under  the 
lame  commander ;  and  not  long  after  the  peace,  that  is 
to  fay,  early  in  the  year  1 74.9,  was  appointed  to  the 
Rochefter,  of  fifty  guns,  juft  before  launched  and  fitted  as 
a  Itationed  (hip.  We  have  no  account  of  him  after  this 
time  till  the  month  of  March  1755,  when  we  find  him  to  ■ 
have  been  captain  of  the  Terrible,  a  third  rate  of  feventy- 
fourguns,  ordered  to  be  fitted  for  fea  at  Portfmouth.  In  the 
month  of  May  he  failed,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Holburhe,  for  America,  with  the  fquadron  ordered  thither 
as  a  reinforcement  to  admiral  Boicawen ;  of  which  ex- 
pedition a  particular  account  has  been  already  given.  In  - 
1757  he  is  faid  to  have  had  a  command  in  America,  withv 
.  the  rank  of  commodore,  and  again,  early  in  1758,  he 
■was  nominated  commander-in-chief  of  the  Ihips  and 
vetlels  left  to  winter  at  Halifax.  Having  hoifted  his  broad 
pendant  on  board  the  Diana  frigate,  on  the  1 2th  of  Ja- 
nuary, he  failed  for  his  appointed  ftation.  In  the  month 
of  May  following  he  was  made  third  in  command, 
though  with  the  rank  only  of  commodore,  of  the  fleet  fent 
againft  Lou  ilbourg,  under  admiral  Bofcawen.  He  hoifted 
his  broad  pendant  oh  board  the  Princefs  Amelia;  but, 
as  we  have  before  remarked  in  our  account  of  Mr.  Bof-  ■ 
cawen,  it  is  needle  fs,  and  almoft  extraneous  to  enter  into 
the  operations  of  the  fiege,  in  which  the  fleet  was  not  par- 
ticularly concerned  otherwife  than  by  the  protection  it 
afforded  the  army.  We  mull,  however,  make  a  fmall 
and  honourable  exception  with  regard  to  Mr.  Dtirell, 
who  appears- to  have  been  the  perfon  particularly  fent,  by 
the"  commander-in-chief,  to  reconnoitre  the  coaft  and 
point  out  the  moft  convenient  and  eligible  fpot  for  the 
debark- 
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debarkation  of  the  troops.  This,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  a  tafk  of  no  fmall  or  common  difficulty ;  and 
it  will  be  readily  admitted  to  us  on  referring  to  the 
report  of  the  various  artificial  impediments  carefully  and 
mull  fcientifically  contrived  by  the  French  to  prevent  an 
attack,  or  at  lead  to  render  it  abortive.  On  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion  fuccefs  is  the  molt  cortcife  as  well  as  convincing 
proof  of  merit;  and  though  mucft  applaufe  cannot  but  be 
bellowed  on  thofe  brave  and  diltinguiihed  leaders  who 
forced  their  way  at  the  head  of  their  troops,  in  fpite  of 
accumulated  obftacles,  yet  (till  no  fmall  portion. of  praife 
is  due  to  the  man  who  is  daring  enough  to  hazard  his 
own  reputation,  by  giving  the  firft  advice,  as-  he  is  faid  to 
have  done,  for  the  profecution  of  fo  bold  a  meafure. 

Mr.  Durell,  during  his  abfence  on  the  above  fervice, 
was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  ;  and  about1 
the  lame  time  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  lady,  who 
died  at  Briftol  of  a  decline.  After  the  fortunate  con- 
clufion  of  the  expedition  juft  mentioned,  Mr.  Dwelt  was 
left  at  Halifax  to  command  in  chief  during  the  winter;  in 
the  courfe  of  which,  we  believe  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1759,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red* 
Early  in  the  enfuing  fpring  he  was  joined  by  vice-admiral 
Saunders  and  rear-admiral  Holmes,  with  a  very  itrong 
fleet  from  England  deftined  for  the  attack  of  Quebec, 
the  capital  of  French  America.  Soon  after  the  junction, 
Mr.  Saunders,  who  was  the  commander-in-chief,  detached 
rear-admiral  Durell  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  the  ifle  of 
Courdres,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  hoping  he  might  be 
in  time  to  intercept  a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfporfs,  victu- 
allers, and  ftorefhips,  which  were  faid  to  be  on  their  paf- 
fage  thither  from  France.  His  fuccefs  was  not,  however, 
equalcither  lo  his  expectations  or  hisdeferts.  He,  indeed, 
captured  two  ftoreihips,  but  feventeen  others  had  got  tip 
the  river  before  his  arrival.  Little  or  no  mention  is  made 
of  his  having  been  particularly  concerned  in  any  of  the 
operations  of  the  liege :  but  fir  Charles  Saunders,  the 
commander-in-chief,  pays  him  the  highefl  compliments 
for  the  affiftance  he  derived  from  his  advice  and  exertions 
through  the  whoje  of  that  interesting,  that  perplexing 
period :  and  the  houfe  of  commons  very  juftjy  included 
him  in  their  vote  of  thanks.  - 

After 
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After  his  return  from  America  be  does  not  appear  to. 
have  held  any  commiifion.till  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 76 1,  when  he  was  appointed  port  admiral  at  Plymouth 
on  the  14th  of  June  following.  While  he  held  this  com- 
mand he  married  the  widow  of  the  unfortunate  capt.  Witte* 
wronge  Taylor,  who  commanded  the  Ramillies  when 
wrecked.  In  1762  he  was  promoted' to  be  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue ;  and,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  was  ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief  oa  the  American  flat  ion,where 
he  had  his  flag  flying  on  board  the  Launcefton,  of  forty-, 
four  guns.  He  died  at  Halifax,  holding  this  ftation,  about 
the  month  of  August,  1766.  Mr.  Hardy  erroneously  ftates 
this  event  to  have  happened  on  the  6th  of  December. 

ERSKINE,  Robert.— Our  information  relative  to  this 
gentleman  commences  with  his  appointment,  on  the  13th 
of  November,  1742,  to  be  captain  of  the  Fox  frigate. 
We  do  not  find  any  fubiequent  mention  *  made  of  him 
till  the  year  1747.  when  he  commanded  the  Warwick,  of 
fixty  guns;  and,  in  the  month  of  July,  was  ordered  out  to 
America  with  captain  Crookfhanks  of  the  Lark,  as  convoy 
to  fome  merchant-ihips  bound  thither.  On  their  paiTage 
they  fell  in  with  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanilh  fhip  of  wai 
mounting  feventy  guns,  which  having  efcaped  from  them 
occaiioned  no  fmall  degree  of  reprehenfkm  to  fall  on  both 
theft  captains;  and,  as  we  have  already  fhown,  actually 
cauied  the  difmiflion  of  the  former  from  the  fervice,  under 
the  fentence  of  a  court-martial  t.    We  cannot,  however, 


*  Except  that,  in  1746,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court- 
martial  afleiobled  For  the  trials  of  die  admirals  Ltflock  and  Mathews. 

+  The  following  account,  though  an  entrcme  partial  one,  is  ei- 
irefted  from  the  journal  of  an  officer  ferving  at  the  time  on  board  ihe 
Warwick,  and  we  have  iofertcd.  it  merely  to  Ihew  how  prejediced 
perfoa*  can  glofs  over,  and  explain  away  fact*  which  militate  againlf 

"  Jnly  14,  1747,  being  off  the  Wefiern  IfJes,  in  company  with 
his  majefly'i  fhip  the  Lark,  of  forty  guns,  captain  Crookfhanks,  and 
thirteen  fail  of  merchantmen  under  convoy  for  North  America,  in  the 
morning  wc  (aw  a  fail,  and  the  Lark  having  the  command  made  the 
Ggnal  IO  chafe.  BciDa-hoib  but  indifferent  fillers,  though  are 
gained  upon  tbe  chafe  we  thou  Id  probably  have  lofi  her  in  the  night  if  it 
had  not  been  for  captain  Condi  ty,  who  being  in  a  fmall  veQel  in  tbe 
ordnance  fervice,  and  a  prime  failer,  kept  ber  in  fight  ill  night,  md 

by 
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.  Jo  juRice  to  that  gentleman,  help  cenfuring,  in  the  ftrong- 

cil  manner,  the  conduft  of  captain  Erflcine  :  he  certainly 

aaed 

by  firing  gum  and  [hewing  d'alfe  fires  direfted  us  how  to  purfue.  Next 
niorning  we  got  fight  again  of  (he  enemy  I  (be  appeared  a  very  large  0>ip 
at  four  or  five  miles  diftance,  and  all  thing!  weie  prepared  10  engage 
accordingly.  Mean  time  captain  Conolly  gave  uj  no  (mall  diversion, 
(hough  he  durli  not  venture  very  near  her,  for  two  or  three  of  her 
gum  would  have  lorn  him  all  topiecei:  but  he  kept  to  windward, 
and  every  now  and  then  popped  oil  four  pounden  at  her,  under 
Englifli  colour),  hoping  to  make  her  ihew  hen,  cut  Tome  of  her 
rigging,  or  provoke  her  to  bear  towards  him,  and  fo  retard  her 
courfe.  The  enemy  nevertbeleli  [for  then  we  were  fure  fhe  was  one) 
would  not  lioifl  a  colour,  but  now  end  then  returned  the  fire 
and  flood  on.  About  eleven  at  night,-  being  nearly  abreaft  of  the 
enemy  10  leeward,  and  the  Lark  a  little  way  ahead  of  ut,  at  about  half 
a  mile  diflance,  we  gave  the  enemy  a  broarilide,  which  (He  brifitly  re- 
turned under  Spanifh  colours :  tbe  Laik  then  Hood  on  and  we 
loll  fight  of  her.  In  ten  minutes  captain  Erlkine,  being  nearer,  gave 
her  his  (larboard  broadfidc,  raked  her  fore  and  aft,  and  clapping 
about  again  flood  within  piflol-Oiot,  when  he  difcharged  hia  ftar. 
board  broadfidc  into  her,  with  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  ai  we  piScdf 
all  which  the  enemy  fmartly  returned  and  flood  on.  During  the  whole 
a&iona  he  feemed  to  be  upon  the  defcnGve,  and  to  want  rather  to 
get  away  than  fight.  A*  Toon  as  poffible  the  Warwick  tacked  after 
her,  ran  alongfide  of  her  within  piflol-lhot  and  began  to  engage 
large,  fometime*  before  the  wind,  and  all  the  lime  after  that 
-within  piQol-ihot,  fo  that  the  wadding  of  tbe  enemy's  guru  fell  thick 
upon  our  decks,  and  threatened  to  let  fire  to  our  fails  and  rigging. 

"  Our  people  feeing  the  enemy  a  much  larger  Chip  than  the 
Warwick,  with  a  great  number  of  guns,  which  (he  plyed  well, 
the  Lark,  keeping  at  a  great  diftance,  and  giving  them  no  manner  of 
affiftancc,  were  ujmewhat  di fcou raged ;  but  then  again  reflecting  that, 
if  they  could  make  the  enemy  flnkc  without  the  afliftance  of  tbe 
Lark  the  greater  would  be  their  glory,  they  exprefled  tbe  higheft  re- 
futation and  bravery,  continuing  a  dreadful  fire  rill  three  in  the 
morning,  firing  in  the  whole  between  twenty-Eve  and  thirty  broad- 
fides  :  the  Warwick  at  that  time  lorn  and  {battered  to  pieces  in  her 
mails,  yards,  fails  aod  rigging,  and  the  Oiip  lying  like  a  wreck,  not  in  a 
condition  ta  make  a  farther  attack,  nor  to  retreat,  fell  off  to  the 
fonthward  ;  which  die  enemy  no  fooner  obfeived  than  he  hawled  to 
the  northward.  The  number  of  our  men  killed  and  wounded  waa 
not  very  great,  which  it  imputed  partly  to  the  enemy's  firing  chiefly 
at  our  rigging  and  fait*,  and  partly  to  their  overlhotting  their  aunt, 
for  we  found  a  vaft  many  of  their  {hot  flicking  in  the'  fides  of  our 
(hip,  having  few  come  through.  We  wanted  between  forty  and 
fifty  men  of  our  complement;  many  were  raw  and  inexperienced,  and 
ten  of  them  were  boys.  When  the  engagement  was  over  we  found 
in  our  (hip  tbe  enemy's  (hot,  double-beaded  fifty-eight'  pounders. 
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acted  in  a  manner  tending  to  defeat  the  plan  of  his 
commanding  officer,  the  propriety  or  probable  effect  of 
which  he  had  no  right  to  que  it  ion.  Had  captain  Crook- 
ihanks  been  properly  fupported  and  the  attempt  failed,  the 
blame  would  then  have  very  properly  refted  folely  on  him- 
felf :  but  inftead  of  that  captain  Erfkine  aifumed  to  him- 
felf  an  extravagant  and  unjuftifiable  right  of  cenfuring 
the  manoeuvres  of  his  fenior  officer,  and  acting  in  a  man- 
ner that  would  have  totally  deranged  the  belt  digefied 
fyltem  of  attack. 

His  immediately  fubfequent  conduct  appears  (till  lefs 
defenfible.  He  in  a  very  underhand  manner  took  an 
opportunity  of  preferring  his  charge,  and  was  certainly 
guilty  of.  a  politive  breach  of  orders;  which  breach, 
though  of  no  material  confeqnence  to  the  fervice,  is, 
neverthetefs,  highly  to  be  reprehended,  as  eltablifhmg  a 
precedent  of  the  moll  dangerous  kind.  Commodore 
Knowles,  however,  who  was  at  that  time  commander- 
in-chief  at  LouiuWg,  whither  the  Lark  and  Warwick 
were  bound,  thought  differently  of  captain  Erfkine's  con- 
duct, for  about  the  middle  of  September;  having  hoifted 
his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Canterbury,  he  appointed 
that  gentleman  her  commander  as  fucceiTor  to  captain 
Hoare,  who  had  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England.  He 
did  not,  however,  long  remain  in  the  Canterbury,  Mr. 
Knowles  having,  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Jamaica, 

round  twenty-five,  twenty  and  fixteen ;  whereas  the  Warwick*!  gum 
■re only  twenty-four  pounders  on  the  lower  deck,  nine  pounderi  on. 
the  main-deck,  and  fil  on  the  quarter. 

"  The  Lark  joined  ui  about  fix  in  ihe  morning,  but  did  not  think 
fit  to  purfue  the  enemy,  who  was  {till  in  fight,  a*  we  were  incapable 
of  going  along  with  him.  About  noon  we  were  informed  by  one  of 
the  convoy,  who  had  run  clofe  10  the  enemy  after  the  engagement, 
that  (he  was  likewife  in  a  very  mattered  condition,  with  her  fore- 
mall  gone  and  her  fail*  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces.  This  Teemed  to 
give  the  captain  of  the  Lark  fome  courage,  an'd  he  propofed  10  captain 
Erfkinc  to  go  after  her  again,  which  that  brave  and  prudent  com- 
mander did  as  loon  ai  he  could  clear  {hip  and  put  her  into  fome  fort  of 
order:  but  the  favourable  opportunity  was  loll,  and  we  could  not  get 
fight  of  her  again.  Thut,  by  the  unaccountable  bad  behaviour  oF  the 
Lark,  both  her  company  and  the  Warwick')  have  loft  immenfe  riches ; 
for  had  not  the  Lark  left  the  Warwick  in  the  beginning  of  theaEtion, 
or  had  the  joined  her  any  time  when  (be  waa  engaged,  the  enemy  muft 
certainly  .have  fallen  into  Our  hands."  . 
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OH  the  28th  of  January,  1748,  found  his  commiffion  there 
advancing  him  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white.  He 
hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Cornwall,  and  Mr.  Erflcinc  ' 
was,  about  the  month  of  May,  removed  into  the  Milford 
frigate,  in  which  fliip  he  returned  to  Europe  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fummer*.        • 

Reflection,  and  a  reconfideration  of  his  cafe,  probably 
induced  the  admiralty  board  to  confider  this  gentleman  in 
fome  degree  more  culpable  than  he  was  at  firft  thought  to 
be.  We  are  led  to  this  belief  by  not  finding  any  mention  . 
made  of  his  having  been  appointed  to  any  command  after 
his  return  to  England.  He  was  for  fame  years  the  fenior 
captain  on  the  lift  of  tliofe  capable  of  ferving ;  the  promo- 
tion of  admirals. in  1759,  having  flopped  with  captain 
Rodney  who  took  rank  immediately  before  him.  In 
1762  he  was  put,  at  a  promotion  which  then  took  place, 
on  the  lift  of  Superannuated  rear-admirals,  in  confequehce 
of  which  he  became  entitled  to  an  encreafe  of  half-pay 
during  life-  This  he  did  not  however  long  enjoy,  dying 
on  the  7th  of  November,  1766. 

FOWKEi  Thorpe.— This  gentleman  had  ferved  with 
much  reputation  a  considerable  number  of  years,  in  the 
ftation  of  lieutenant,  before  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  captain,  he  having  been  on  board  the  Terrible 
Hoop,  in  that  capacity,  in  the  month  of  Auguit  1732. 
We  have  no  fubfequent  account  of  him  till  his 
promotion,  on  the  24th  of  May  1742,  to  be  captain  of 
the  Gibraltar  frigate.  He  was  ordered,  quickly  after  his 
appointment,  to  Jamaica,  with  infractions  to  vice-admiral 
Vernon  and  general  Wentworth  to  return'to  England. 
No  mention  is  made  of  him  while  employed  on  that 
ftation,  nor  fubfequent  to  his  return  till  the  mouth  of 
November  17441",  when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
Torrington,  a  fifth  rale  of  forty-four  guns.  He  remained 
but  a  very  fliort  time  in  that  Imp,  having,  in  the  month 

*  Mr.  Knowlei,  though  repeatedly  applied  to  by  captain  Crook- 
fhauks,  refilled  to  order  a  court-martial  on  Mr.  Erlkine,  notwithstand- 
ing Mr.  Crookfbanki  rays,  in  his  own  account  of  his  conduit,  that  die 
admiral  had,  as  it  was  publicity  known,  the  moll  ftrortR  and  jufl  reafoni 
lo  be  angry  with  Erflune,  for  h.n.ur/aiti/ut  and  unofficer-like  behavi- 
our on  a  certain  occafion, 

t  Except  that  he  if  (aid  to  have  commanded,  tor  a  fhon  time,  the 
Scaherfe. 
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of  January  1745,  commanded  the  Dreadaoughf,  of  dxtf 
guns.  This  veflel  Was  one  of  the  (hips  under  the  orders 
of  commodore  Griffin  * ;  but  the  want  of  fuccefs  appears 
to  have  been  by  no  means  owing  to  any  mifcondufl  in 
captain  Fowkc,  as  is  evident  from  the  following  extract 
of  a  letter  written  by  an  officer  belonging  to  the  Hampton 
Court. 

"  At  dufk  the  Dreadnought  was  about  feven  mites 
aftern  of  the  Sunderland,  almoftout  of  fight,  we  wefe  then 
abreaft  of  our  chace,  which  we  found  to  be  two  French 
fliips  of  war.  We  made  falfe  fires  for  the  Dreadnought, 
the  only  fliip  that  could  come  to  our  affiftance ;  neither 
could  (he,"  except  the  French  (hortened  fail,  which  they 
did  foon  after ;  and  the  Dreadnought,  by  a  great  prefTure 
Of  fail  came  up  with  us  about  nine  at  night.  Captain 
Moftyn  hailed  the  Dreadnought,  and  told  captain  Fowkes 
he  fuppofed  the  chace  to  be  two  French  men  of  war,  the  one 
Of  feventy-four  and  the  other  fixty-four  guns ;  and  that  he 
would  go  along-fide  of  the  larger  (hip  at  daylight.  Cap- 
tain Fowkes  told  him  he  would  be  along-fide  of  the  other. 
The  Dreadnought  kept  pretty  clofe  aftern  of  us  all  night. 
At  break  of  day  we  found  the  French  had  made  fail,  and 
were  then  nearly  two  miles  ahead.  We  then  crowded,  and 
by  half  part  nine  got  abreaft  of  them,  and  within  mulket- 
(hot.  The  Dreadnought  had  now  fallen  aftern,  about  a 
league.  The  French  fliips  opened  their  lower  tier, 
hoifted  their  colours,  and  hawled  up  their  main  .fails.  We 
Inftantly  did  the  fame,  except  opening  our  lower  tier,  which 
Was  not  poffible,  our  (hip  lying  along  fo  much  that  our 
ports  were  under  water,  even^he  aftermoft,  which  was  the 
only  one  We  could  (hew  ;  we  (hipped  prodigious  large  and 
frequent  feas,  their  (hips  at  the  fame  .time  being  almoft 
Upright,  The  French  feeing  we  waited  for  the  Dread- 
nought, in  a  few  minutes  ftruck  their  colours,  and  let  fall 
their  nfain-fails.  Captain  Moftyn  then  held  a  confuta- 
tion with  his  officers,  who'  all  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that 
we  ought  not  to  engage  before  the  Dreadnought  came 
up:  the  reafon  was  obvious  to  the  meaneft  capacity;  for 
when  the  main-fail  was  up,  even  the  quarter-deck  guns 
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*Ould  not  carry  above  thirty  yards  from  the  (hip.  The 
French-  then  rightly  judged  of  the  advantage  they  would 
have  of  engaging  us  under  fail,  when  our  decks  were  ex- 
pofcd  to  them,  we  at  the  fame  time  not  being  able  to 
life  our  great  guns  nor  have  a  man  of  theirs  open  to  our 
final  1  arms :  we  fell  aftern,  and  the  Dreadnought  came  up 
with  us  about  half  paft  ten.  It  was  then  agreed,  if  the  wea- 
ther moderated,  to  follow  and  engage  the  enemy ;  but  the 
Dreadnought  loft  ground  though  lhe  made  all  poflibla 
fail." 

The  decifion  of  the  court  martial  was,  confequently, 
in  the  higheft  degree  honourable  to  captain  Fowke,  he  - 
having  been  declared  to  have  done  his 'duty  in  every  refpect. 
He  was  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  that  year,  appointed 
to  the  Sapphire ;  as  he  was,  we  believe  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fame  war,  to  the  Superbe.  No  particular  occurrence 
however  appears  to  have  taken  place. with  refpeft  to  him; 
We  find  him  appointed  to  the  Tilbury  in  1755,  it  being 
then  the  eve  of  the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  In  this  fbip  he  continued,  tho'  but  unintereftingry 
employed,  till  1757,  when  he  was  advanced  to  be  captain 
of  the  Bedford,  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  fent, 
Onder  admiral  Bofcawen,  on  the  expedition  again  ft  Lou-- 
Hburg  in  the  year  1758.  No  other  particulars  are  known' 
concerning  this  gentleman  relative  to  the  fervice,  from 
which  he  altogether  retired,  in  the  year  enfuing,  on  thtf 
rank  and  halfpay  of  a  rear-admiral. 

He  repaired  to  Southampton,  where  he  continued  to 
live  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  is  faid  to  have  at  laft 
put  a  period  to  his  exiftence  at  that  place,  where-  he  at 
4ny  rate  died,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1784.  All  farther 
particulars  relative  to  the  death  of  this  gentleman,'  or  its 
immediate  caufe,  are  at  prefent  unknown  to  us. 

GEARY,  Sir  Francis,  —  was  the  defcendant  of  an- 
ancient  family  long  fettled  near  Aberyftwyth,  in  the 
county  of  Cardigan.  Having  made  choice  of  a  naval  life, 
he  was,  in. 1727,  entered,  by  an  admiralty  order,  which,* 
according  to  the  earlier  ufage  Of  the  navy,  was  termed  the 
king's  letter,  a  volunteer  on  board  the  Revenge,  a  feventy- 
gun  fhip,  at  that  time  commanded  by  captain  Con- 
ning/by Norbury,  and  one  of  the  fleet, under  tne  orders 
of  fir  John  N orris,  fent  to  Copenhagen  for  the 
purpofe  of  preventing  a  rupture  between  the  courts  of 
3  Denmark 
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berJmark  and  Sweden.  The  end  for  which  this  fore*1. 
Was  Tent,  being  effected,  the  fquadron  returned  to  England, 
and  the  Revenge  was  ordered  immediately  to  Gibraltar  as 
a  reinforcement  to  fir  Charles  Wager,  who  commanded 
there  to  cover  the  place  which  was-  then  befieged  by  the 
Spaniards.  Mr.  Geary  continued  after  the  above  time 
in  fervice,  employed  as  a  midfliipman,  and  after- 
wards as  a  lieutenant,  till  the  30th  of  June,  1 74a,  when 
he  was  promoted  from  that  rank  to  be  captain  of  the 
Squirrel,  of  twenty  guns.  He  was,  not  long  afterwards, 
ordered  out  on  a  cruife  off  the  iuand  of  Madeira,  and  on 
the  10th  of  February,  1743,  was  fortunate  enough  to  fall 
in  with  a  French  fhip,  called  the  Pierre  Jofeph,  a  (hip 
chartered,  by  the  Spanifh  merchants  at  Cadiz,  and  bound 
thither  from  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Havannah. 

The  enemy  had  ufed  confummate  art  in  endeavouring' 
to  conceal,  from  any  fhip  that  might  cafually  meet  them, 
the  knowledge  of  the  pcrfons  to  whom  the  cargo  in  rea- 
lity belonged.  The  papers  were  all  thrown  overboard,  and 
the  fupercargo  concealed  himfelf.  The  mafter  was  a 
Frenchman,  untrue  to  his  truft,  and  dilhoneft  to  his  em- 
ployers, for  he  confeffed  the  whole  cargo  was  totally  Spanifh 
property.  It  confided  of  fixty-five  chefts  of  filver,  each 
containing  three  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  five  bales  of 
cochineal,  fifty-feven  of  indigo,  and  one  cafe  of  vanilla,  a 
quantity  of  fugar,  and  three  thoufand  five  hundred  hides. 
Captain  Geary  had  the  good  fortune,  previous  to  this  time, 
to  capture  a  Spanifh  privateer,  which  he  manned  and  em- 
ployed as  an  armed  tender ;  in  company  with  which 
velTel,  on  the  29th  of  the  month  preceding  his  lad-men- 
tioned fuccefs,  he  had  the  additional  happinefs  to  burn  a 
fecond  Spanifh  armed  fhip  off  the  ifland  of  Madeira  *. 

*  There  it  in  anecdote  which  we  hive  heard  well  authenticated  of 
this  gentleman  while  he  held  ihit  command,  which  it  far  too  honour- 
able to  him  to  .be  fuppreifed.     Previous  to  bis  failing  on  a  cruife  he 

bad  entered  into  an  engagement  wirh  captain — ' ,  to  (hare  with 

him  whatever  prizes  they  might  take  during  *  given  period.  The 
Pierre  Jofeph  was  no'  captured  till  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
partnerfhip ;  but  captain  Geary,  nevertheless,  divided  with  him  equally 
the  whole  of  his  part,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  (hat  he  wai  furc 

Mr.  — woufd  have  acled  id  the  fame  manner  towards  him  had 

be  been  equally  fucccisful. 

Early 
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-  Early  in  1744.  this  gentleman  commanded,  for  a.  very. 
fliort  time*  the  Dolphin  ;  but,  on  the  17th  of  February*' 
was  promoted  to  the  Chefter,  of  fifty  guns;  and  being. 
feat  out  to  cruife,  in  company  with  captain  Brett,  of  thn 
Sunderland,  captured,  on  the  20th  of  February,  a  French, 
frigate  of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
noen,  betides  many  psuTengers  of  confeqtience,  having  00 
board  twenty-four  thoufand  dollars,  and  a  very  valuable. 
cargo*.  He  continued  in  the  Chefter  a  conGderable 
length  of  time  t,  as  will  be  prefently  feen.  In  the  month 
of  February  >745>  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Court-martial,  held  on  board  the  Lenox,  in  Portfmoutb, 
harbour,  for  the  trials  of  the  captains  Griffin,  Moflyn, 
Brett;  and  Fowke.  He  was  almoft  immediately  afterwards 
ordered  for  Louifburg,  to  reinforce  the  fmall  fquadroa 
•t  that  time  employed  under  commodore  Warren 
in  the  reduction  of  that  place  ;  but  being  Tent  home  with 
an  exprefs  to  England  Toon  after  its  furrender,  was  de- 
prived of  Qiaring  in  the  immenfe  property  fubfequently 
captured  there,  and  thence  fuftainea  a  negative  lots, 
as  it  is  faid,  of  nearly  1 2,000 1  J. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Geary  in  England  he  was 
appointed,  by  the  fpecial  intereft  of  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
at  that  time  firlt  lord  cornmiifioner  of  the  admiralty,  who 
knew  well  the  value  of  his  ferviccs  and  abilities,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Culloden,  of  feventy-four  guns.  In  this 
(hip  he  was,  in  1747,  ordered  into  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 

*  We  have  the  following  private  account  of  a  very  fuccefiful  cap- 
ture  in  which  Mr.  Geary  wsj  about  that  time  concerned,  hut  of  which 
we  do  not  find  any  official  notice  taken. 

..  "  July  the  ill.  1744. — Yelierday  morning  in  eiprelii  arrived  at 
the  admiralty  office  with  mo  account,  that  his  majefty'l  fbipi  the 
Hampton  Court  and  Che  ller,  with  the  Grampus  Hood,  have  taken 
eight  French  Well  Indiimen  from  Hifpaniola  and  Martmico,  carrying 
.  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  gum  and  five  hundred  and  eighteen  men. 
The  Chefler  and  Grampui  arc  lince  arrived  in  the  Dowm  with  the 

t  In  ■  memorandum  made  by  himfelf,  firFrancii  Datei,  that  while 
be  commanded  the  CheHer  he  captured,  after  •  trifling  fkirmifh,  u  b* 
termi  it,  hut  in  which  he  had  an  officer  killed,  and  (even]  men  kil- 
led and  wounded,  •  French  frigate,  called  the  Elephant.  Wbjwsai 
this  eircumflance  took  place  in  Europe,  Of  during  the  time  be  \vW  at 
Louilbuig,  hd  ii  Gleot. 

1  We  can  readily  credit  thii  from  the  account  given  of  the  wlav 
able  prisea  made  by  the  Chefler,  and  other  dipt,  after  Mt.  GtVj  Ml 
■uitted  hit  CQmmsad  and  (tiled  for  Europe.    Sec  vol.  if.  p,  t  fc:1 
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vtirh  the  l^uadron  «ndw  the  command  of  retrr-admiral 
Hawke,  with  whom  he  continued  on  conftant  fervice  till' 
tie  conclusion  of  the  war*.  He  was  then  appointed 
commander-in-chief  of  the  {hips  In  the  Medway  with  the 
rtnk  of  commodore.  We  do  not  exactly  know  how  long 
he  continued  to  renin  that  Ration,  but  believe  only  for  a 
ffiort  time,  as  we  find  him  to  have  quitted  theCulloden  in 
September  following;  on  theaoth  of  which  month  he  was 
married  to  Mifs  Bartholomew,  a  Kentifh  lady  of  fortunet. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  enfuing  peace  capt.  Geary 
lived  in  a  temporary  retirement  from  active  fervice,  not 
having,  as  we  believe, received  any  fubfequent  appointment 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1755,  The  reliefs  conduce 
of  the  French  court  having  then  created  a  daily  appre. 
henfion  of  the  commencement  of  hoflilkies,  he  was  cotn- 
miflioiied  to  the  Somerfet,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the 
inips"  equipped  by  way  of  precaution  in  cafe  thofe  fafpi- 
cions  fhould  be  suddenly  tealifed.  In  the  month  of  April 
he  failed  for  North  America  tinder  the  command  of  admiral 
Bofcawen,  the  particulars  of  which  expedition,  and  the 
capture  of  the  two  French  (hips  of  war,  the  Alcide  ami 
Lya,  have  been  already  treated  of  in  that  officer's  life. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Gearv  to  England  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  Channel  fquadron 
then  under  the  orders  of  fir  Edward  Hawke ;  but,  as  we 
have  already  obferved  in  our  account  of  that  gentleman, 
ft©  occurrence  took  place  in  any  degree  intcrefttng  enough 
to  require  particular  mention,  fpeaking  even  cofieclivciy 
ef  the  operations  of  the  whole  armament.  Mr.  Geary  { 
continued  to  be  uninterruptedly  employed  in  the  Channel 
fervice, 

*  While  in  ibis  Clip  be  bod  the  misfortune  to  encounter  a  violent 
fiurm,  in  which  he  loft  one  of  his  mad*. 

.  t  In  confluence  of  which  union  the  cftate  of  Oxenhoath  is  now  in 
poITrlTion  ofhu  Ton,  the  prefent  fir  W.  Geary. 

I  In  1756  he  waione  of  ifae  members  of  trie  court-martial  afferob- 
Icd  on  board  the  Prince  George,  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  for  the  trill 
of  admiral  Bynjr;  and  in  the  month  of  April  following  met  with  the 
following fuccefi,  which  was  certainly  far  from  trivial. 

"  Atdawn  of  day  the  Somerfet  and  Roehefter  men  of  war  difco- 
vered  five  Tail  about  two  league*  distance;  they  cdnGHed  of  three  thipi, 

c  faow  and  1  febopner:  upon  which  the  Somerfet  and  Rochester 
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iervfce,  and  as  wrntnander-iri-ehief,  or  port-admiral  at 
Ponfmotrth  and  Spithead  during  the  war,  with  the  «q- 
«eption  only  that  for  j  he  fpace  of  ten  months  he  commanded 
in-chief  at  the  Nora,  with  the  rank  of  an  eftaVWhed 
commodore,  having  'hoi  lied  a  broad  pendant,  by  an  adttnV 
f  ally  aider,  and  being  allowed  a  captain  lender  him.  laj 
1758,  we  believe  during  the  month  of  February,  btw 
appointed  captain  of  the  Lenox,  a  new  third  rate  of 
Seventy-four  guns,  but  quitted  that  ihip  in  the  fcflowifcaj 
year  for  the  Refolution,  a  fliip  of  the  fame  force.  HE 
/ailed  with  the  fleet  cntnmanded  by  fir  Edward  Hawke, 
on  the  1 8th  of  May  1759,  haying  then  only  the  rank  of  a 

S  rivals  captain  in  the  Kofolution,  as  we  have  jw|t 
ited. ;  but  in  three  days  afterwards  he  was  ordered,  by 
(the  commander-in- chief,  to  hoift.  a  red  broad  pendant  en 
board  the  faid  (hip  as  commander  of  a  dutiSon,  or  ftjue* 
dh-ofl,  confilling  of  ten  fbipj  of  the  line,  two  frigate*,  anw 
a  flreOiip.  Having  been,  or  the  cm  af  Jone*,  promoted 
io  be  r;-ar-adoiiral  of  tke  white  tqeadrort,  hi*  cemruilfion 
for  that  ptirffe  was  forwarded  to  him  while  at  fee,  ■*■ itfc. 
jmftruSieiB  to  put  himfelf  under  ther  eomeaand;  of  fir  Ed- 
ward Hawke.  On  receivingrhefe  orders  he  accordingly 
hortled  bis  flag  on  board  the  Ref  Jurioti,  on  the  tlth  of 
June;  but  removed  it  into  the  Sandwich  on  rhe  7th  of  The 
enfuing  month,  as  he  afterwards  djd  into  the  Royal  George 
on  the  3Sth  of  Auguft,  the  Sandwich  being  ordered  Wo 
Plymouth  to  refit. 

The  re-equipment  alluded  ro  being  completed,  the 
Sandwich  rejoined  the  fleet  off  Ulbant;  and  Mr.  Geary 
removed  his  tlat;  jnto  tha-  ft-  p  on  the  20th  of  September.  He 
continued  under  fit  E.Hawke  watching  Con  ftans  fleet,  theft 
lying 'in  Brell  harbour,  til!  the  ftrong  wefterly  winds  drove 
the  Britiih  mips  from  their  ftation,  and  compelled  then), 
after  repeated  and  frui'lefs  elf.vts  to  regain  it,  to  put  into 
Torbay  in  the  beginning  of  November.  The  Sandwich. 
having  rprung  her  main-mad  was  prevented  from  getting 

three  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  laden  chief))'  vritfa  pork,  Bout,  and  two 
hundred  mufkets ;  lha  uiher  the  Superb,  burthen  feven  hundred  and 
■fry  torn,  tarJen  with  feme  provifioni,  bale  goods,-  and  Teverai  cafai  of 
Apsll  »row,  bnth  Ultor  of  marque  fhipi  from  flouid*Jux  M  Quebec, 
htries  en  b«»/d  iiw  hundred  md  Forlj-iwp  officer*  and  fokieri  of 
the  royal  rtgiuicw  of  foreign  volunteers,  witch,  with  thf  fe»mei».»n(i 
flaffeogeBS,  amounted  u>  ibicc  hundred  and  rjincw-oDe  Biiftusrfc" 
*  The  admiralty  lift  Tayr,  on  the  19th  (fTMay. 
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£n  till  after  -the  fleet.  Sir  Edward  having,  on  the  14th, 
put  to  lea  in- quell  of  the  enemy,  be  ordered  Mr. 
feeary  into  Plymouth  to  land  his  fick,  which  amounted  10 
jeighty-feven  in  number,  and  to  get  up  a  new  top-malt. 
■After  this  he  was  to  proceed  off  Ulhant,  which  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  place  of  rendezvous,  bringing  with  him  out 
of  the  round  every  (hip  that  was  ready  for  fea. 
':  The  accident  jult  mentioned,  added  to  the  neceffity  of 
landing  his  lick  men,  unfortunately  prevented  Mr.  Geary 
iirom  rejoining  the  commander-  in-cnief  time  enough  to 
(bare  in  the  well  known  glorious  encounter  and  total  de- 
feat of  the  French  armament  under  the  marquis  de  Coo- 
Jans.  Having,  however,  ufed  all  the  difpatch  poflible, 
■he  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  19th  of  November,  ear- 
ning with  him  the  Foudroyant  and  Bienfaifant :  but  on 
Jus  paflage  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  he  received  a  letter 
'and  order  from  fir  Edward  Hawke,  inftru&ing  him  to 
continue  cruifing  off  Brefl,  with  all  the  Olios  ofnii  fqua- 
dron,  till  farther  orders.  On  the  aid  of  November  the 
Alteon  joined  him  with  a  duplicate  of  the  order  laft- 
JMntwned,  enclofed  to  him  by  commodore  Hanway, 
from  Plymouth.  When  off  Uflunt  he  unfortunately  en- 
countered a  mod  tremendous  gale,  which  drove  him  near 
two  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward :  he  then  nude  (ail 
and  regained  hisfbtion,  where  he  continued  though  with- 
-  out  being  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  any  (occefs  till 
towards  the  end  of  December,  and  returned  into  port  on 
the  27th,  having  been  (even  months  and  nine  days  at  lea, 
with  the  trivial  interval  of  putting  into  Plymouth  Sound) 
for  three  day*,  by  order  of  fir  Edward  Hawke,  to  put  hie 
fick  men  on  (hore,  to  procure  water  and  get  up  his 
Wp-maft. 

Mr.  Geary  continued  in  port  rill  the  30th  of  April* 
when  he  received  an  order,  from  admiral  Bofcawen,  to 
proceed  with  the  following  (hips  under  his  command, 
the  Sandwich,  Warfpite,  Orford,  Torbay,  Chichefler, 
Prince  f§  Amelia,  and  Unicorn  frigate,  tocmife  off  Roch- 
fort  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  a  fquadron  of  French 
(hips  of  war  fitting  for  the  Eaft  Indies  in  that  port.  Ha 
continued  cruifing  on  that  nation  and  occasionally  an* 
choring  in  Bafque  Road,  in  light  of  the  enemy's  (qua-* 
drop,  till  the  6th  of  September,  his  (hips  being  occasion- 
ally reviftualled  by  vdlels  purpofcly  tent  from  Ireland, 
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fuch  being  the  confequence  attached  to  the  fervice  on  which 
he  was  then  employed;  for  it  was  well  known  that  if  the 
French  fquadron  had  got  out  to  fea,  and  arrived  fafciy  in- 
( India,  their  naval  force  in  that  quarter  would  have  be- 
come evidently  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Englifli.  Admini- 
flration,  therefore,  appear  to  have  very  properly  adopted-; 
the  prudent  method  of  preventing  their  putting  to  fea,  at' 
all,  inftead  of  the  more  expenfive  and  lefs  decifive  mea-j 
fure  of  fending  out  a  reinforcement  to  counteract  them.  ;,• 

On  the  day  already  flated,  Mr.  Geary  received  orders  to 
join  fir  Edward  Hawke  in  Quiberon  Say,  it  being  well. 
cMabliflied,  on  the  molt  accurate  information,  that  the. 
French  had  totally  abandoned  the  intended  expedition, 
and  actually  unrigged  their  (hips.  He  effefted  this  junc-: 
lion  on  the  7th,  and  continued  on  that  (ration,  with  fir 
Edward,  till  the  3d  of  Ofiober,  whenjie  received  orders 
from  the  commander-in-chief  to"  proceecTto  Spithcao, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month.  On  the, 
following  day  he  (truck  his  flag,  Having  obtained  leave  of- 
abfence  from  the  admiralty- board,  hit  loon  aiterwards- 
was  inverted  with  the  command  as  port-admiral  of  the 
ihips  and  veflels  at  Spit  head,  being  fucceflbr  to  vice-admiral 
Holburne :  he  accordingly  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the 
Royal  Sovereign. 

His  firft  ponfequential  charge,  after  entering  on  this 
office,  was  the  equipment  of  the  fquadron  intended  for' 
the  expedition  againft  Belleifle,  and  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  deftined  Tpr  that  fervice.  The  Eune  occupation,; 
though  not  on  fo  extenfivc  a  fcale,  notwithstanding  thfe 
object  itfclf  was  more  important,  was  repeated  in  176a. 
This  was  the  fiiperintendance  of  the  equipment  of  that 

Kit  of  the  armament  which  failed  from  England,  under 
;  command  of  fir  George  Pocock,  deftined  for  the 
attack  of  the  Havannah  and  the  itland  of  Cuba.  The'" 
neat  diligence  and  attention:  to  the  fervice,  as  well  as  the 
indefatigable  exertions  difptayed  by  Mr.  Geary,  in  for- 
warding every  thing  that  related  to  it,  were  fo  confpicnotia 
that  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  general- in-chief,  made  aj 
Very  particular  representation  of  his  conduct  to  his  majcity, 
who  fignified  hii  highcit  and  a  " 


A  tnoft  gracious  approbation  of 
his  behaviour*. 


*•  On  the  fifl  of  SSabo)  tfSn,  Mr.  G«*7  was'  advanced  to  lit 

M3  Mr. 
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Sir,  OCtry  retained  Hi*  cotrtmand,  which.  fWm  the  c5ii*- 

cwr»lr.tiptees  we  hare  related,  Was  of  Much  more  than  or- 
dinary trust,  til!  the  preliminary  articles  of  p«rce  were 
figfled  j  toon  ifttr  thhteVertt  he  received  order*  ro  flrilw 
his  flag,  the  ferrice  on  which  he  had  been  there  errfolriyed 
being  fally  ethnplete,  ,and  ebded  It  the  fame  packet 
■tfhitfh  conveyed  to  Wro  thofe  indrutSirtns,  weft  endofed 
-  the  thanks  <rf  the  honfe  of  COmtrtons,  both  to  hifflfclf,  and 
the  officer;  under  his  comrhand,  for  hh  diligence  and  cdrt- 
duflj  mOfdpafticttlarljron  thofe  occauonswhich  had  already 
eftaMitned  him-  in  the  htgheft  reputation  both  With  his 
fhvereigh  and  his  country  (den. 

After  tttit  flnW  hi  appears  to  have  lived  in  retirement, 

far  as  related  to  the  naval  fa-rice,  till  the  year  1770* 

when 

.  *  Soon  after  be'  entered  on  [his  command  a  very  difagrceable  dit 
jfote  arirfe  bctwrtfi  Bin  and  Mr  filpbinfiooe,  of  fte  Lnglifli  fervid;, 
Who  «M  iltolrMMdrnirJia  that  of  Kuftj,  Tbi*.  howeter,  ended 
rifely  ts-  lie  orrfi  «f  Mr.  Geary,  ar  will  pfcuiiiy  appear  by  the 
laUBH  aanbaed. 

,         "  AchiUMinPonfmouth  harbour,  half  pafl  eleven  P.M.  the 
1  aitH  February,  177*. 

"  Sir,     . 

"  B«{*1c*ffftKflulJntcrj«rfeMfep«imttlwitirilfdp*i,rfo*tyciir 
Jailer)  «f  the  tft  and  7th  ioftant,  *hi<*  casttin  Hug**  1  trnfwr.it  fM 
aasteeroing  the  Nocromeai,  d  Ruffian  fliip  of  fluty-fix  gent,  ft  t  ting  and 
difensrging  the  watch  in  that  harbour,  thai  fhe  would  not  prcfume  ta 
Ammit  tie  file  iiregularitiei  in  future  ;  bat  being  acquainted  thfs  day 
tBat  the  raid1  fill p  fifed* gun  laft  night  and  rhis  rndtnihg  upon  ibe  liU 
odcSfioh,  I  ordered  captain  FieTdinj;  10  go  ta  captain  Elphiri- 
Aane,  *feo  if  iind  to  be  a  rear- ad  mini,  in  the  BaaSarJ  ferVicfrcai  baud 

tt  fliip,  10  know  on  what  oetauoo.  be  fired  the  faid  gum.  Hfstn- 
T  Wat  tkaf  itwai  for  the  relief  and  feltiog  of  the  watch,  and  that  be 
Sad  aright  to  do  fb-  On  thi'sl  fe'nt  eiptain Fielding  to  nim  again,  order- 
ing biro  r6  defirl  from  firing'  the  wafer!  Rims  tor  the  future  it  fail  pen!', 
ft.r  I  cftofideted  hi*  neiihtr  aa  att  adbrlral's  Blip  rifcr  erttf  a*  •  ffirp df 
was-,  fba  havingntiibar  flajnor  proflatjt  flwng.  Hia  reclryswalt,  tfajs 
(had  nothing  to  do  with  him  »r  his  Iquatlron,  and  that  he  would  caa- 
tjnne  to  fire  it,  which  he  has  accordingly  done  this  evtnine.  1  there- 
Are  think  ft  nW  duty  to  fend  captain  Fielding  eiprr.fi  with  this  letter  " 
Mr  their  IcmHhrpi  information,  and  farther  tfirefiioni  thereon,  wiifB 
ilWpa  wilfflWtt  with  their  a>prc»3r»a*. 

"  I  an,  fir,  your  aaoft  obedient  fcfvsMr,  • 

«  PEilip  Siepitnt,  ECj.  "fljuioij  GiAU," 
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when  the  well  known  difpute  between  the  Britilh  and 

Spanifb.  courts,  relative  to  Falkland's  ifland,  rendering  k 

rupture 

"  {Rctr-adniral£^binioiMFTdciilibMcaMpHaenMto*ieo-adwi- 
ral  Gary,  and  doet  hint  (elf  the  honour  of  acquainting  him,  in  rtgpftlp 
the  menage  feni  by  him  through  captain  Fielding,  to  Era*  whether  "he: 
Utonld  Ere  the  morning  and  evening  gun  when  be  got  to  Spiihrad," 
thai,  to-  prevent  miftakn  in  verbal  meflagei,  (he  anfwer  wal  to  fuch  ■ 
qucUiou,  He  fhould  do  ai  he  pleifed  when  be  got  there :  hnr  m  the 
matter  in  qaeflion  does  not  at  an  concern  the  lionont  of  the  Raffian 
flag,  and  a*  be  looks  upon  Spithoad  in  the  taste  light  at  Portftnonifo 
harbour,  be  that!  do  the*  as  be  doei  at  prtjirtt,  from  the  fame  m.o  live*." 

»  DearSr, 
'•  I  arrived  at  /irEdward  Hasekc't,  with your  e»preit,  about  eley«u 
yeftcrday  morning,  He^tlid  not  open  it,  M  I  told  him  the  ft ntcnu 
from  my  memorandumi .  He  was  exceedingly  angry  with  captain 
£1  phi  nil  one,  and  approved  very  anch  of  every  itep  you  had  taken. 
1  carried  the  tester  to  Mr.  Stephens,  who  was  to  do  what  was  thought 
proper  about  it.  I  have  not  heard  ihiidatatiT  thing  concerning!!,  ffir 
Edward  ordered  me  not  to  go  out  of  town  till  I  bad  beard  from  him. 

"Iain,  lir,       "  . 

*'  London,  F«b.*6,  "TfO.        "  Your  nofl  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 
Vtce-awB.  Geary,  Fortfmouib.  "  C.  FiatDtNo/ 

"  Admiral  ty-nmce,  aEth  febnuary,'  1774. 
"  Sir,  1 

'■  I  yeflerday  received  by  captain  Fielding,  and  loA  ao  lima,  yi 
communicating  to  my  lordi  commiQioQcr*  of  the  admiralty,  y«au- 
Tetter  of  the  84th  in  Hint,  reprcfenting  to  them,  that,  no twith Sanding 
the  diieSions  which  it  ii  apprehended  the  Ruffian  miniftcr  bad  given 
to  rear  admiral  Elpbinflooe,  (be  Netromena,  a  Ruffian  Qiip  of  war, 
had  again  fired  gum  in  Portfmoulh  harbour,  at  the  felling  and  dis- 
charging the  waich,  and  acquainting  their  lordlhipt  with  the  ftcus  you 
had  taken  upon  that  occafion.  Io  return,  1  ant  commanded  by 
their  lordfhips  to  inform  you,  that  a  copy  of  your  letter  wm  itaactf- 
ately  fent  to  the  earl  of  Rochford,  and  1  fend  you  incloCtd  acopyrof 
the  letter,  wlikh  I  have  received  front  Mr.  Sutton,  in  anfwer  thereto, 
by  .which  you  will  fee  thai  the  Ruffian  miniflcr  ia  curemcly  CenfiUe 
of  the  impropriety,  of  rear-admiral  Elphiaflone'r  conduit,  and  that  be 
has  promifed  to  write  to  him  thereupon,  without  lofi  of  time,  io  the 
llrongefl  manner. .  Their  lordftiipt  da  therefore  take  it  for  granted, 
that  Mi.  ElphinQonc  will  immediately  defifl  from  fuch  irregular  and 
abfiird  proceedings,  and  that  there  will  not  be  any  ground  for  a  -  — 
**■'"*   rdlhipi 


plaint  of  this  nature  for  the  fnture.    Their  lordlhipt  commanded 
to.add,  that  they  entirely .  ■"    '     " 

nutter;  and  1  have  the  hi 


.add,  ibat  they  entirely  approve  of  the  fiepi  yon  have  taken  in  thit 
M  bavf  '*-* 


"  Your  moll  obedient  bumble  fcrvant, 
"  Vice-ad*.  Geary,  Vortf mouth.  •'  Ph.  St«ihin»." 

M4  "      .     -      "White- 
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rupture  highly  probable,  Mr.  Geary  was  re-appointed  to 

the  Porifmomh  command ;  and  about  the  fame  time  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red  fquadron.  Dif- 
" patch  was  particularly  required  of  him  in  his  inftiuctiom, 
and  though  he  had  hut  one  Sag  officer,  Mr.  Buckle,  to 
affitt  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  emergency,  as  to  demand  the  moft 
energetic  and  laboured  exertions,  the  activity  of  Mr. 
Geary  appears  to  have  been  perfectly  equal  to  the  public 
exigencies. 

The  difpute  having  been  terminated  by  the  concefltons 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  conceflions  not  improbably  pro- 
duced merely  by  the  rapidity  with  which  an  armament 
fufficienily  formidable  to  awe  them  into  compliance  was 
equipped,  Mr.  Geary' once  more  polled  into  retirement 
mad  private  life,  a  ftation  to  which  no  man  could  do  more 
honour,  either  as  a  friend,  a  relative,  or  a  gentleman; 
perfectly  independent  in  his  principles,  ftrialy  honour- 
able in  all  tranft&ion*  with  which  he  was  connected,  and 


"  Whitehall,  •6th  February,  1770. 
"  Sir, 

**  Having  laid  your  letter  ef  the  ijtb,  with  the  inclofure,  before 
the  earl  *f  Rochford,  hit  lordfhip  appointed  monfieur  De  Mouflin 
Poufchiio,  the  BufTiin  roinifler,  10  be  with  him  thii. morning,  and, 
■CMiated  him  he  bid  taken  it  lor  granted,  that,  in  confequeiicc 
#f  hii  writing,  at  he  had  promifed  10  do  force  time  ago,  rear- admiral 
Xtphinftone  would  immediately  have  defifled  from  the  abfurd  pre- 
tention ef  firing  a  gun  at  (he  letting  and  dtfeharging  the  watch  in 
FwtfabUth  harbour:  but  finding  by  vice-admiral  Geary'i  Letter, 
communicated  to  him  from  the  lordt  of  the  admiralty,  that  be  had 
wfuaaed  that  pnflicc,  and  declared  hit  intention  of  continuing  it,  he 
w»t  obliged  10  allure  him,  monfieur  Mouflin  Poofehkin,  that  if  admiral 
Klphinfione  peififted  in  it,  omhn  muft  neceflarily  be  immediately 
given  far  him  to  quit  the  port;  which,  m  it  waa  the  king*a  with  10 
(in  every  accommodation  noffible  to  ihe  empreft'i  fquadron,  muft 
naturally  be  very  difagreeable  to  hit  mijelly  to  order,  at  it  would  be 
r»  bimfclf  to  convey.  The  Ruffian  minifter  Teemed  extremely  fea- 
sible of  the  impropriety  of  admiral  Elpbirrftonc't  condufl,  aod  promifed 
to  wrile  to  him,  without  lofa  of  time,  in  the  ftmngefi -manner,  hoping 
that  the  order*  might  be  fufpended  till  hit  letter  waa  received. 

"law,  Ac. 

*  RlCMAXD  SWTTOW." 


exhibiting 
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exhibiting  on  every  occafion  the  character  of  a  man  pof-  ■ 
fcfling  every  moral  and  facial  virtue  *. 

The  death  of  fir  Charles  Hardy,  En  the  month  of  May, 
1 780,  caufcd  this  gentleman,  though  at  that  time  in  a  very 
indifferent  'Hate  of  health,  to  return  once  more  to  the 
lervice:  his  majedy  having  been  pleafed  to  fignify  to  him, 
through  the  earl  ot"  Sandwich,  at  that  time  firft  lord  com- 
iniJuonei-  of  the  admiralty,  his  intention  to  appoint  him  to 
the  chief  command  of  the  Channel  fleet,  in  cafe  he  thought 
his  health  would  permit  him  to  undertake  fuch  a  trull. 
Mr.  Geary  immediately  repaired  to  town  and  declared  his 
readinefs  to  accept  of  the  honourable  (ration  his  majefty 
was  fo  gracious  as  to  offer  him.  Having  received  his 
neccflary  inftni&ions  he  repaired  to  Portfmouth,  and 
hoifting  his  flag  oh  board  the  Victory,  a  firft  rate, on  the  24th 
of  May,  took  upon  him  the  command.  The  fleet  con- 
fided of  twenty-four  fhips  of  the  line,  with  a  proportionate 
number  of  frigates,  firelhips,  and  fmaller  vellels,  com- 
manded, under  Mr.  Geary,  by  the  admirals  Barrington, 
Darby,  Digby,  and  fir  John  Lockart  Rofst. 

The 


*  On  the  gill  of  March,  J775,  ne  vat  advanced  to  be  admiral  of 
the  blue;  and,  on  the  Both  of  January,  1778,  to  be  admiral  of  the 
while.— Mri.  Geary  died  on  the  aoih  oFAuguft  following. 

t  The  following  are  copica  of  letters  wriuen  to  Mr.  Geary  by  that 
Beat  and  ever  to  be  revered  character  loM  Hawkc  ;  one  prior  to  hit 
Srft  putting  to  Tea,  the  other  immediately  after  hit  return  into  port. 
We  doubt  not  thefewill  be ConfidcTCd extremely  inie'reiling,  ai  dilplay- 
inglbe  private  thoaghti  of  fo  brave  and  great  a  commander,  even  at  the 
laieft  periodof  hit  life,  and  (bowing  that,  however  age  and  difeafe  might 
have  enervated  hil  body,  they  had  nothing' impaired  (he  vigour  of  his 
mind.  Added  10  tbii  confideration,  the  terma  ufed  by  hn  lordlhip, 
certainly  difplaying  the  high  e  It  minion  in  which  be  held  admiral 
Geary,  it  would  bean  injuftice  t»  that  gentleaian'icharaQer  to  fuppreft 
any  wing  that  reflefii  on  him  fo  much  honour. 

-  My  dew  Sir, 
"  Tbii  11  principally  to  thank  you  for  the  favour  of  your  letter  of 
the  3d  inftant,  and  for  all  the  kind  aflj  you  have  been  fo  kind  u  to 
aid  tot  my  Parfoo,  which  wai  doing  every  thing  in  your  power.  I 
have  this  day  difpatched  him  away  for  town  in  order  to  take  up  hit 
warrant,  fo  that  he  will  be  ready  at  *  moment**  warning  to  obey  the 
command*  of  bit  captain.  •    ■ 
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The  principal  and  fed  objcft  thi*  armament  was  in- 
tended to  effeft  being  the  jnn&ion  of  the  fleet  of  Spain, 
expcfted 

"  I  find  by  the  fapnrt  tliat  yon  are  getting  ready  for  fea  with 
ill  the  d  if  patch  ibat  u  poflib'e,  and  that  you  will  fail  the  in  flam  that 
il  it  in  your  power;  and  though  I  could  wiffc  this  could  get  to  your 
band*  firft,  yet  the  timet  are  fii  very  pt  effing  from  nany  unfortunate" 
evenu,  that  I  think  the  (boner  you  can  get  10  »y  old  flauoc  off  Breft 
the  better  it  will  he  for  my  country .  When  you  are  there  watch 
thofe  fellowi  a*  clofe  at  a  cat  watchea  a  moufe  ;  and  If  once  you  cam 
have  the  good  fortune  to  get  up  to  them  make  much  of  them,  and 
don't  part  with  them  eafirv.* 

**  Forgive  my  being  Id  free:  I  love  yeii.     We  ban  fcrvedloog-to- 

Stber,  and  I  hev*  your  interest  and  liappinntj  fincetely  M  kwti 
y  dear  friend,  may  God  Almighty  blcli  you;  and  may  that  all* 
powerful  hand  guide  and  protect  you  in  the  day  of  battle ;  and  that 
you  may  return  with  honour  and  glory  to  your  country  and  family,  is 
the  fineete  and  faithful  with  of  him  who  it  moft  truly ^ 


"  F.  S.  Pray  remember  me  to  my  friend  Barrington,  and  hope  he 
approve!  of  young  Baron. 

"  F.  Geary,  tiij.  admiral  and  commaadcr-in<chicf  at  Spitbead.** 

"  SunbuiT,  16th  Aiiiub.  1760. 
"My  dear  Kr,  ' 

"  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  of  year  letter  of  the 
Both  on  your  arrival  at  Spithead  -,  indeed  it  w»  MoreJhan  1  eipcfled*, 
well  knowing  the  hurry  and  buftle  you  muft  ic  in  on  yourfirtt  com- 
ing into  port.  1  do  not  wonder  at  the  men  being  fitkly  apon  fc>  long 
•  cruife ;  he  weeki  11  long  enough  in  all  confeitnee  )  any  time  aftae 
that  muft  be  very  hurtful  to  the  men,  and  will  oceafion  their  fatlta* 


a  very  fail,  I  hope  ia  Gad  tocy  will  foort  recover,  that  you  may 
peanabled  to  proceed  to  fca  immediately,  for  by  all  account*  the 
enemy  il  oat,  M  that  nothing  can  well  ftit  atom  home  with  lately.    I. 


wifli  the  admiralty  would  fee  what  wat  ooae  ia  farmer  times,  it  would 
be  the  meant  of  making  them  afi  with  more  propriety,  both  for  the 
good  of  officeri  and  men.  J  take  it  for  granted  that  the  great  one* 
will  let  you  have  no  rell  till  they  set  vou  out  10  fca  again. 

"  Although  I  am  to  a  good  deal  of  pain,  and  much  in  the  invalid 
order,  yet  l  cannot  rcfufe  myfelf  the  pleafiire  of  wilhins  you  all  iraar 
pnahle  good  fortune  when,  you  go  out  again ;  and  I  trull  in  God  yeqr 
scat  c nil fc  will  prove  a  happy  and  glorious  one,  both  for  yi 
and  yourfelf.  My  good  friend,  I  hive  always  wilted  yoi 
have  ever  talked  freely  and  openly  to  you  upon  every  ftibjcE 
to  the  feiviee.     Recollect  fome  of  thefe  piflageij  and,  for  God'i 
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etf«a*JfV*ft  Csdifcj  Fer«1  dnd  GarthBgefia,  wffh  flM 
Prertc*  =#rtp9  ft», were  ft  ft*  lea  in  ihe  ports  of  Breft,- 
Rochfort  and  L'Oriem,  Mr.  Geary  immediately  pro- 
cMderf  off  Bfelt.  Nothing  material  occurred  rill  the  3d 
dt  Jalyt  vffceH  tne  Monarch,  being  a  head  of  the  fled*  on 
the  root-ou^  i*ade  a  fignal  M  ten  o'clock  in  the  ittorhtftg 
ft*  dtfceWritig  ■  fleet  con  lifting  of  twenty  Tail :  theft 
Wet*  immediafcly-Cdncluded  to  be  the  enemy  of  whom 
'  they  wttt  in  fearch,  and  the  atttaoft  alacrity  was  ufed  in 
eshfcavourhig  to  get  Hb  with  them.  The chace  continued 
the  whole  "day*  and  at  Ave  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
headihfft  fhips  came  up*  with  the  ftttnthoft  of  the  fugi- 
tives, 

lite,  if  you  ftiOuld  be  To  lucky  ai  to  gel  fight  or  the  enemy,  get  it 
tAok  W  tneTn  at  poffibte.  Do  IlOt  let  then)  fhurne  With  you  by"  Crt-- 
gaging  **  "  drftanoe,  but  get  within  rnulket  (hot  if  you  cm ;  that  will 
be  the  way  to  gain  great  honour,  and  will  be  the  means  to  make  the 
affirm  dectflfe.  By  doing  thii  you  will  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  ant  of  the  brawlers  to  find  fault.  1  an  fatly  perfuaded  you  will 
faithful  If  do  ynurmit,  therefore  hoyeyon  will  forgive  tu*  faying  fn 
much  On  tat  fabieft.  1  find  ihr  RnlEini  ate  gone  from  the  Down* 
fc  that  you  will  bare  no  ttwiHe  about  ttan.  Mr  go«4  friend, 
Qed  blefi  yo»|  nay  the  band  of  Providence  go  with  you  and  prutea 
you  io  the  day  of  battle,  aod  grant  poo  vifiory  o*or  our  perfidies* 
4nemieil  and  nay.  you  return  with  btiooai  10  your  country  and 
family  aaairl ;  (befe  art  the  Swore  and  Warty  wiihtaof  bira  who  It  ma* 
truly  and  faiitrfully, 

"  My  dear  Sir, 
"  YourneAdbcdlentandtnofinumblerernnt, 
"  SirF.  Geary.  "  Hawii." 

*  A  whimlical  and  entertaining  anecdote  ir  related  of  him  on 
thit  occafion.  Rear-admiral  Kempenfelt,  who  at  that  timeaAcd  as 
his  firft  rajltaln,  was  univerfally  and  molt  defrrveclly  cAecmed  one  of 
the  braved  and  bed  informed  office!!  in  the  feivice,  u  to  the  manage- 
ment, and  reqaifite  mode  of  anuMrnvring  a  large  fleet  previooi  to  the 
commencement  of,  and  during  the  continuance  of  an  afliun  itfeif. 
Lord  Hawks,  than  whom  no  man  war  a  founder  judge  of  nautical 
abilities,  adds,  in  a  poSreript  io  one  of  hi]  letter!  to  admiral  Geary, 
**  I  am  glad  you  have  got  fo  excellent  an  officer  wirh  you  ai  I  am 
convinced  Kempenfett  is  :  he  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  you,"  But 
in  the  attainment  of  thit  univ.  rfally  acknowledged  and  valuable  qua- 
lification, he  had  contracted  a  habit  of  ofing  metre  fignalt  than  men 
lefs  practiCcd  in  that  particular  branch  of  fervice  deemed  neceflary  :  of 
thii  luter'ClaTi  of  commanders  wai  admiral  Geary.  As  foon  a*  tbe 
enemy  were  discovered  and  the  fignal   made   for  1  general  chace, 
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tim,  w**eh  wan  new  dHcmnd  to  U  nothing  nwi  than 
*  convoy  from  Port-au^frincr,  under  the  protection  of  a 
(ingle  Ibis  of  fifty  gum.  The  chaoe  wticomtnucd  by  the 
jwrfutn,  who  did  not  bring  to  for  the  purpofc  of  ftcuring 
tin  fliiat  they  pitted,  leaving  that  duty  to  (brae  other!  of 
the  fleet  who  were  Hill  aftern.  Unfortunately  m  wry 
thick  fog  came  on  about  feven  o'clock  and  proved  the 

S starvation  of  neatly  half  the  enemy's  Convoy  |  twelve 
I,  however,  were  captured  ;  and  nothing  but  the  acci- 
dent juft  related  could  have  preferved  the  whole  of  them 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  fleet*. 

Mr.  Geary  having  continued  at  Tea  for  upward*,  of  two, 
months,  and,  having  two  thoufand  five  hundred  rick  men 
on  board  the  fleet,  thought  it  proper  aswell  as  prudent  to  re- 
turn to  Spithead,  where  he  arrived  on  the  iath.of  Auguft. 
Very  foon  after  his  arrival  he  wae  unfortunately  taken  ill, 
and  was  obliged  to  folUcit  permifiion  from  the  admiralty 


:iu>  get  up  with  the  euemj,  though  differing  i 
his  idem  to  the  beft  tirade  oftffeciing  it,  hroughi 
which  he  opened  and  laid  on  he  binnacle  with  tb*  grci left  form  and' 


uemj,  though  differing  in  a  trivial  degree  is 
le  of  effecting  it,  brought  up  tbc  fignal  book, 
I  on  ne  binnacle  with  tb*  grea left  form  and' 
■treciGon  j  admiral  Geary,  eagerly  foppoGiw  ihr  clue*  lobe  the  Breft 
fleet,  went  up  to  him  with  the  greiteu  good  humour,  and  f^ueezing  him 
by  the  band  in  ■  manlier  belter  to  be  concciTcd  ihan  expreffed,  bid 
qnamily, "  Now  my  dear,dear  friend,  do  pay  let  ibe  Ggnaii  alone  to  day, 
to-morrow  you  {ball  order  at  many  u  ever  you  pleale.t- 

•  Thofc  taken  were  the 
Voyagenr,  valued  at  •         •         •         £.15,90(1 

Compte  D' Argout         -  .  14,500 

L'Hatard  -  •  10,500 

Compie  D"Eftiing  .  -  9,000 

Cofoopolitc 
Coorier 
I.'Aumre 
Solitaire 
Marie  Therefe 
St.  Bartholomew 
£leonore 

Jeune  Franco!*  -  •  *',8oq 

Which,  with  the  Compte  de  Halwied       •       17,000 
And  La  Marguerite,  -  •  18,000 


5-50O 
5.5°° 
5.W 


4.7O0 


Made  in  the  whole     -    £.ia6,ixio 
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"  board  to  go  on  mure,  to  his  own  houle  at  Polefden,  in 
Surry,  in  hopes,  by  that  means,  of  facilitating  and  haft- 
en'mg  his  recovery.  This,  "however,  he  was  not  able  to 
effect  by  the  time  the  fleet  wai  ready  for  lea;  and  very 
properly  thinking  ftich  a  truft  too  confequential  to  be 
undertaken  by  any  man, -however  zealous  in  the  caufe  of 
his  fovereign  and  the  country,  whofc  imbecillity  of  body 
prevented,  as  it  certainly  in  fome  degree  muft,  the  turn  oil 
exertion  of  the  vigour  of  his  mind,  which  on  fome,  and 
thofe  too  indifpenJible  occafions,  muft  be  abfolutely  ikv 
ceflary:  he  follicited  leave  to  refign  his  command,  a 
requeft  which  the  board  of  admiralty  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, refufe  their  aflent  to,  however  contrary  it  might  be 
to  their  willies. 

-This  gentleman  continued  to  live  ever  afterwards  in 
retirement,  (pending  the  remainder  of  a  life  with  a 
character  rendered  truly  exalted  by  a  long  and  moft  meri- 
torious fervice :  the  grateful  remembrance  of  which  pro- 
cured him  the  honourable  advancement  to  the  rank  of  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  of  Auguit,  178a. 
Having  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-fix  years,  he 
died  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1 796,  moft  highly  revered 
as  a  naval  commander,  and  not  Id's  fincerely  lamented 
as  a  friend,  a  gentleman,  and  a  Briton.  In  this,  there- 
fore, among  many  other  irjftances,  we  have  the  fatisfadion 
of  faying,  without  the  imputation  of  flattery,  that  honour, 
benevolence,  public  fpirit,  and  general  worth  formed  the 
leading  traits  of  his  character,  and  that  mankind  have  not 
been  to  ungrateful  as  to  forget  them  *. 

*  We  cannot  conclude  thii  account  withorti  adding  an  anecdote, 
the  authenticity  of  which  hai  been  confidently  reported  to  u>  by  per* 
fom  totally  difintere  Red :  it  is,  perhaps,  a  more  jufl  and  proper  eulo- 

E'um  on  the  chancier  of  ihii  worthy  man  than  the  mod  laboured  or 
ghly-finiftied  detail  of  hit  fenricei  and  conduct  would  have  been.  1 
"  At  the  late  conteftcd  eleftiea  for  the  count?  of  K.  a  Tailor  Mt 
carried  down  to  vote  by  a  gentleman  in  the  ioteteft  of  Mr.  H. 
but  on. hit  arrival  it  the  booth,  after  enquiring  who  the  other 
candidate!  were,  of  whom  fir  W.  Geiry'a  fon  was  one,  immediately  de- 
t Itrred,  with  a  trcmendoui  oath,  that  it  fhould  never  be  laid  be  voted 
agiinft  bta  worthy  old  idminl'a  Ton,  for  him  alone  be  woo  id  poll, 
and  in  that  inftance,  at  leaf),  kept  hit  void."  • 

CRENVU.Ua; 
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.  GRJENV1LLE,  Themw,  —  was  the  fe*«th  Ton  of 
tidier,  filler  to  fir  Richard  Temple,  afterwards  created 
baron  and  vifcouat  Cob-ham*,  and  Richard  Grenville, 
•f  Wotton,  »  the  count]'  of  Buckingham,  efq.  He  was 
bora  on  the  4*h  of  April,  17 19;,  and  being  brought  up  to 
die  ha,  arrived,  at  an  earl)'  age,  though  not  till  after 
secularly  palling  through  the  diffcvent  fubordinate  ranks 
with  arroch  reputation  to  himfclf,  at  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain. Suffice  it  to  lay,  that  on  the  6th  of  April,  1742,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Romney,  a  fourth 
nte  of  fifty  guns  While  in  this  {hip  he  is  not  other- 
wife  particularly  mentioned  than  as  having  been  employed 
as  a  cruifer ;  in  which  occupation  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  capture,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1743,  a  very  valuable 
Spiiniih  regifter  thip,  mounting  twenty  guns,  c  died  the 
Santa  Rofa.  Captain  Grenfille  continued  in  the  Romney 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 744,  when  he  wits  appointed 
to  the  Falkland,  a  fhip  of  equal  force,  jitft  launched. 
His  oocupaiion  continued  the  lame ;  but  though  his  acti- 
vity was  not  dimini  Ihed,  his  fuccefs,  at  lead,  when  conft- 
dercd  in  a  pecuniary  light)  was  considerably  fo ;  the 
Btoft  interfiling  mention  we  find  made  of  him  while  he 
held  this  command  being  the  capture  of  a  French  priva- 
teer, of  fourteen  guns,  which  he  carried  into  Kinfale  in- 
the  month  of  March  1 745. 

*  Titlei  to  which  tbit'lidyfiicceeded,  by  li  mint  loo,  after  the  death 
af  her  brother,  on  the  1Mb  of  September,  1749,  and  by  Irtten  patent 
bearing  date  the  181b  of  ike  following  month,  m  created  counted 
Temple,  "  The  branch  (fayt  Cotlini)  of  the  family  of  Grenville, 
Grcnville  Greiiivilie,  or  Grenevyle,  ai  the  name  in  very  ancient  rimra 
va»  variuufly  written,  baa  been  iBcouttHahiy  featcd  at  Wott»n  andcr 
Bartwood,  io  HadungJiireOure,  at  lead  from  Henry  the  FitEl'i  reiga, 
wfai*b  h  apMreiu,  aa  well  Aon  the  charier  of  Walter  Giffwd.  earl 
erf  BaeaiugbMa,  hcreaUernwntiened,  and  the  regiSee  of  ilie  abbe*  of 
Nolle?  (withia  four  mile*  of  Wotuto)  at  from  140  deed*,  fsoi  tale, 
~ :ig  thii  family  u  Wottoo,  and  a  regular  fucceffion  of  ag'e;-* 


BMnber  of  dated  deed*,  which  »ro*e  the  family  is  every  kiog'i  reign 

...     "Qfigtoii,  Attiiojjton,  H*m, 
ia   Hsdealwim,  _  Nether  Wioch«Ml«a,    PoticMi. 


from  Aim  John,  to  have  boon  ptdfeffedof  the following  nisnoti 
iaejawa?m,n-   w *"•■ »-B k"-~- 


via.  Woitou,  Chilton  cum  EabBotoa,  Atuiogioo.  Ham, 
vnttwiiK-a  manor  ia  Hadeabwa,  Nether  Wincheadcn,  Poticm, 
Widow  and  Jafeoit ;  and  alfo  divert  efiaui  in  Dotim,  C"pdoa), 
Adiograve,  Grendorj,  Brill,  AoreBiU,  Kinafey.  Qakeley,  &>e*iB*> 
bain,  ajyl  Wjcpmb  in  the  laid  county ;  befioct  manort,  landa,  Sec.  ia 


bun,  ajijl  Wicpal 
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■  Towards  tfis  «ad  of  the  year  2746,  be  was  promoted 
to  the  Defiance,  of  fixty  guns;  and,  in  the  moMh  of 
December,  was  elected  reprefentative  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Bridport.  In  the  enfuing  fpring,  the  De- 
fiance wis  one  of  the  fquadron  Tent  out,  under  the  admi- 
rals Anion  and  Warren,  to  intercept  the  French  fquadron 
under  orders  for  the  Eafl  Indies,  and  North  America. 
The  particulars  of  the  fuceclsful  encounter  which  look 
place  on  their  meeting  have  beeil  already  given  at  foan 
length  in  the  lives  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  fir  P. 
Warren  *,  fo  that  we  mail  content  ourfelves  with  faying, 
as  we  in  juftice  are  compelled  to  do,  that  the  name  of 
Grenville  ftamls  remarkably  prominent,  even  among 
thofe  heroes  who  mod  particularly  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves.  "  The  Namur,  Defiance  and  Windfor  (lays 
the  GazetteJ  being  the  next  headmoft  fhips,  foon  entered 
into  action;  ana  after  having  dilabled  thofe  French 
fhips,  with  which  they  were  engaged,  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  the  Britifh  (hips  altem  mufr.  loon  come  up  with  them, 
they  made  fail  ahead  to  prevent  the  van  of  the  enemy  from 
efcaping."  His  conduit  oa  this  brilliant  occafibn,  when 
he  met  with  hisuohappy  and  untimely  death,  needs  neither 
the  aid  of  the  hiitorian  nor  the  panegyrift.  The  concife 
account  given  by  his  commander-in-cnief  fpeaks  of  him  in 
more  forcible  terms  than  would  the  belt  adorned  and  moft 
polifhed  eulogium,  "  The  lofs  on  pur  fide  (fays  Mr. 
Anfon)  was  not  very  confidenbte,  except  that  of  captain 
Grenville,  of  the  Defiance,  who  was  an  excellent  officer, 
and  whofe  death  cannot  be  fufficiently  lamented  t." 

The 

•  See  vol.  iv,  p.  IK5  and  188. 

+  Hii  remains  were  interred  at  Wolton.  'Die  following  account 
ii  extracted  From  a  letter,  dMnVOMpwt,  May  the  «6th. 

'■  On  the  Bid,  about  (wo  o'clock  In  the  afternoon,  the  corpfe  of 
that  truly  Britifh  commander,  captain  Grenville,  was  landed  in  Stofce'a 
hay,  where  a  hearfe  waiied  to  receive  It,  to  carry  it  (o  be  buried  in 
•he  vanlt  belonging  to  the  family.  '  The  corpfe  was  attended  by  afl 
the  boati  of  irie  iquairon  at  Spirhead,  to  which  he  belonged.  Hi* 
fword  vu  drawn  and  laid  acroft  hit  coffin ;  and  (rem  the  tune  erf  the 
loati  putting  off  from  the  (hip's  fitle  10  their  landing,  minute  aunt  wart 
trcd  by  the  whde  fqrjadrcm,  who  likewife  hoifted  their  colgun  hatf- 
Bull  high  on  the  melancholy  OteaCoti.    Me  wai  a  gentleman  of  true 
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The  above  much-to-be-lamented  event  took  place  on 
the  jdof  May,  1747. 

HODSELL,  James, — we  find  to  have  been  employed  at 
commander  of  the  Anne  Galley  firefhip,  a  veffel  attached  to 
the  fquadron,  under  the  order!  of  Mr.  Leftock  get  the 
Mediterranean  Hat  ion,  in  the  month  of  April  1742*    He 

courage  and  eeadnfii  ■  htMojae  and  aeaereat  commander,  r*wr  tail- 
ing  to  reward  nwmt  where  fefbwad-it-  H« wimnrji of acceAtothc 
meaneft  failor  m  to  any  of  hia  o8k*n,  nod  newer  (ailed  to  reward  or 

Enifb  according  10  the  ncrii  of  the  cafe.    Hii  officer)  ref; 
(ailon  iored  ard  c&erned  bin  m  their  rather!  iafeort, 
"  Hewaa,  hat  ward*  are  warning  10  fay  what  1 
Say  all  thet'a  good  and  brere,  and  he  wat  thai." 

A  fuperb  monument  ii  creeled  is  hi*  memory  in  Stow  Garden*, 
with  the  following  mfcriilit—  in  Lack  and  Sagtifh. 

Scmmfaarilio 

Tkomji  Gar.nvti.ia, 

Qoi  nivi.  PnetetUM  regiat 

Duecnre  claBcm  Britanaicim  GcofgJB  Aofao,, 

Dam  contra  gaHot  farttaaal  pognarct 

Di  lacerates  navia  ingemi  rragmia* 

Fetnort  ■rtriter  pernio 

"  Perire,"  dint  monbnndoi,  "  oeaaiao  tana*  eft 


Infigne  yimitia,  chewl  tarn 
Eacupmm  hafaet 


EarquodifcM 


Bprwfctb 


M  DOC  XLV11. 


Quidti 


A*  a  monument  to  teftify  hi)  applaafc  and  grief;  Richard,  lord 
wfcount  Cobharo,  creeled  ihii  naval  pillar  to  the  memory  of  hi* 
nephew,  captain  Grenville,  who,  commanding  a  flrip  of  war  in  the 
BntiQi  fleer,  under  id  mi  raJ  Anion,  in  aa  engagement  with  1  be  French. 
wai  mortally  wounded  in  the  ihlgh  by  a  Fragment  of  hii  fluttered 
fbip.  DyinM,  he  ciied  out,  "  Hew  antci  men  difirablt  is  it  (Jar  U  want 
froth,  tkm,jttfptBed  of OMfdaot,  teftarjitfiitlT'  Ma;  ihii  noWe  in. 
nance  of  virtue  prove  infiructive  10  an  abandoRed  age,  and  teach  • 
Briton*  how  to  act  in  their  country'*  caete. 
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Is  particularly  mentioned  in  the  difpute  between  that 
gentleman  and  captain  Barnet,  but  only  as  the  official 
bearer  of  the  different  letters  and  meilages  which  palled 
between  them  on  that  occafion*.  From  the  vcifcl 
jutt  mentioned,  he  was,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1742,  pro- 
moted to  be  Captain  of  the  Durfley  Galley,  a  twenty 
gun  ftiip.  This  appointment  appears  to  have  been 
made  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  him  rank, 
Tor  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  that  is  to  fay  on  the  9th, 
of  the  enfuing  month,  the  Durfley  Galley  was  commanded 
by  captain  De  L' Angle,  who  had  not  at  that  time  the  rank 
of  captain.  Mr.  Hodfell's  next  command  was  that  of  the 
Diamond  frigate,  which  alio  was  of  fliort  duration,  and  in 
which  we  do  not  find  any  interefting  mention  made  of  him. 
His  third  mip  was  the  Feveriham,  of  forty  guns,  into 
which  he  removed  previous  to  the  encounter  with  the 
French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon ;  but  on  which  occa- 
fion nothing  farther  is  related  of  him,  than  that  he  was  Rati- 
oned toattend  the  divifion  of  Mr.  Lcilock.  He  was  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-martial  convened  at  Mahon,  on 
the  28th  of  January,  1 745,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Richard 
Norris,  which  is  the  only  notice  we  obferve  taken  of  him 
till  the  month  of  May  1746,  at  which  time  he  was  cap- 
tain of  the  Nonfuch  on  the  fame  ftation.  It  is  not  im- 
probable he  continued  there  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war,  as  we  have  no  account  of  his  having  been  em- 
ployed in  any  other  quarter.  He  is  faid  to  have  com- 
manded a  third  rate  after  the  Nonfuch  ;  but  have  no  far- 
ther authentic  particulars  concerning  him  except  the  mere 
memorandum  of  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1754. 

HOLMES,  Charles,— was  a  defcendant  from  the  fame 
honourable  family  with  fir  Robert  Holmes,  of  whom  an 
account  has  been  already  given.  Of  the  earlier  part  of 
this  genttemanfc  fervice,  however  meritorious  it  might  be, 
no  mention  is  made:  our  information  concerning  him, 
that  of  his  family  only  excepted,  commencing  with  his 
appointment,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1742,  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Sapphire,  of  forty  guns,  a  cruifing  fhip.  On 
the  25th  of  December'following  he  diitinguiihed  bimfelf 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  013,  «  feq. 
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in  a  very  remarkable  manner  by  the  attack  of  a  number  of 
privateers  in  the  harbour  of  Vigo.  We  cannot,  perhaps, 
do  greater  and  more  material  jnlliee  to  his  bravery  than  by 
giving  the  account  in  the  precife  terms  of  that  officially 
publifhed*. 

Except  that,  about  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
he  was  captain  of  the  Enterprise,  we  have  no  intel- 
ligence of  this  brave  and  worthy  gentleman  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1746,  when  we  find  him  in  the 
Lenox,  a  feventy  gtni  (hip,  on  the  Jamaica  fhtion. 
He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
held  at  Port  Royal  for  the  trial  of  captain  Crooklhanks, 
and  in  the  month  of  September  1748,  was  ordered  home  as 
convoy  to  the  fleet  of  merchantfhips  bound  from  thence. 
The  Lenox  was  fo  weak  a  (hip,  and  in  fo  bad  a  condition, 

*  "  February  8ih. — His  mnjcfly'a  (hip  the  Sapphire,  captain  Holmes, 
being  on  a  cruize  orflhecoalt  of  Portugal,  Dec.  sjth,  law  two  fail 
and  gave  chace.  About  two  o'clock  in  .the  afternoon  the  two  fail 
parted,  one  keeping  her  wind,  the  other  bearing  away-  He  continued 
chafing  the  former,  and  about  five  took  her,  (he  being  a  Spanilh  pri- 
vateer of  about  fifty  tons,  with  eight  carriage  fix  fwivel  guns,  and 
fifty-two  men.  It  being  then  calm,  captain  Holmes  immediately  . 
fhiftcd  her  men  into  bis  (hip,  and  put  a  lieutenant  and  thirty  men  on 
board  her  to  row  after  the  other  veflel,  which  they  came  up  with  the 
uAt  evening  and  retook,  when  they  found  ber  10  be  a  (loop  from 
Limerick,  bound  to  Lilbon  with  butter. 

U  On  January  nth,  captain  Holmej  wai  informed  by  the  mailer 
ofa  Dutch  (hip,  who  bad  been  ill-treated  by  a  privateer  at  Vigo, 
which  place  he  left  the  8th,  that  there  were  five  priviteen  in  that 
harbour,  two  of  them  cleaning  on  the  farld,  and  the  other  three  near 
them  at  the  quay  :  that  in  the  town,  by  the  church,  they  had  mounted 
fix  fix  pounders  on  a  new  battery  ■  and  on  a  plain,  to  the  Touthward 
of  the  qoay,  fix  or  eight  gum,  from  three  to  four  pounder*.  Upon 
this  intelligence  captain  Holmes failed  for  Vigo,  and  on  the  15th  came 
uff  that  town.  When  his  (hip  was  about  half  a  mile  from  it,  the 
Spaniards  fired  from  their  twenty-four  pound  battery  on  the  quay.  One 
of  the  (hot  difmounted  one  of  the  Sapphire'*  lower  deck  guns,  killed 
one  man,  (hot  off  another's  leg,  and  the  arm  of  a  third,  wounding 
with  the  fplinters  five  or  fix  more.  Another  [hot  went  through  ttie 
center  of  her  fore-mad,  about  (even  feet  above  the  forccalTle ;  ■ 
third  took  her  between  wind  and  water,  and  lo.lged  in  the  carpenter'i 
(tore-room.  Captain  Holmet  ran  a  little  farther  in  and  came  to  an 
anchor;  having  brought  his  broadfide  to  bear  on  the  batteries  and 
privateers,  he  began  firing  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  between  two  and 
three  the  two  privateers,  which  were  afloat,  funk ;  the  other  pri- 
vateers, which  were  on  the  find,  received  many  Shot  in  them,  by 
which  they  are  rendered  unfcrviccable,,  at  lead  for  Come  time." 

that 
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that  twenty-four  of  her  guns  were  taken  out  in-order  to 
enable  her  to  make  the  paifoge  home  with  greater  .fafeiy. 
Captain  Holmes  not  being  able  to  get  through  the  wind- 
ward palTage  bore  away  through  the  gulph,  and  on  the 
29th  of  September  fell  in  with  admiral  Reggio's  fnua* 
dron,  con  lifting  of  fix  large  (hips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate. 
The  proper  precautions  were  immediately,  and,  as  it 
proved,  fuccefsfully  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the  convoy : 
as  foon  as  this  object  was  attained,  though  reafons 
ex  i  (ted  which,  to  a  man  not  thoroughly  animated  with 
the  love  of  his  country  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  fove- 
reign,  would  have  been  more  than  fufficient  to  induce 
hiin  to  purfue  his  voyage,  captain  Holmes,  with  the  mod 
laudable  decifum  as  well  asfpirited  refolution,  changed  his 
courfe  and  proceeded  to  the  Tortuda  bank,  oft"  which  he 
knew  Mr.  Knowles,  the  commander-in-chief,  was  then 
cruifing,  in  the  double  hope  of  giving  him  information  of 
the  enemy,  and  aflifting  in  their  defeat. 
■  He  was  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  with,  the  Britifh 
fquadron  on  the  id  of  Oflober ;  but  though  he  behaved, 
during  the  fubfequent  aflion,  with  that  bravery  and  gallant 
fpirit,  which  it  is  notorious  he  difptayed  on  all  poflible 
occalions,  yet  was  he  not  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  the 
cenfure  of  Mr.  Knowles,  a  cenfure,  as  it  is  faid,  fecretly, 
and,  therefore  improperly  fpread.  This,  propagated  by 
the  induftrious  calumny  and  envy  of  men  lefs  honourable 
than  himfelf,  at  laft  reached  the  ears  of  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
induced  him  to  demand  a  court-martial ;  but  it  did  not 
take  place  till  January  1750,  the  fubfequent  month  to  that 
in  which  Mr.  Knowles  himfelf  had  been  tried  and  gently 
reprimanded. 

We  cannot  afl  more  candidly  than  by  fimply  inferting 
the  refolution  of  the  court,  than  which  none,  perhaps,  was 
ever  more  honourable  to  the  party  accufed. 

"  The  court,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  from  the  ho- 
nourable the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  to  William  Rowley, 
efq.  (dated  the  lit  of  lalt  month]  proceeded  to  enquiie 
into  the  conduit  and  behaviour  of  capt.  C.  Holmes,  upon 
a  charge  exhibited  againlt  him,  by  rear-admiral  Knowles, 
for  bad  conduit,  breach  of  orders,  difobedienceof  fignals, 
and  not  doing  his  utmoft  to  take  and  endamage  a  Spa- 
nifh  fquadron,  in  an  action  off  the  Havannah  in  1748. 
N  J.  Having 
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Having  heard  the  witncfies  produced  both  by  Mr.  Knowles 
and  the  prifoner,  and  thoroughly  conftdered  their  evidence, 
the  court  unanimoufiy  agree,  that  it  haih  appeared  captain 
Holmes  behaved  like  a  good  and  gallant  officer  during  the 
whole  action :  that  he  likewife  (hewed  very  good  conduit, 
for  the  prefervation  of  his  Convoy  when  he  fell  in  with  the 
Spanifh.  fquadron,  a  day  or  two  before  the  action,  and 
alfo  great  ieal  for  his  king  and  country  in  quitting  his 
homeward  courfe  to  go  in  queft  of  rear-admiral  Knowles, 
in  order  to  inform  him  of  that  fquadron,  and  to  ftrengthen 
him  with  the  addition  of  his.mip,  the  better  to  enable  him 
to  engage  them,  when  he  had  at  the  fame  time  not  only  a 
large  part  of  his  own  fortune  on  board  the  fhip,  but  was 
averted  by  the  pallengers  to  proceed  directly  home.  The 
Court  do  therefore  unanimoufiy  agree  to  acquit  captain 
Holmes,  with  honour,  of  every  part  of  the  charge  exhi- 
bited againft  him  ;  and  he  is  accordingly  hereby  honour- 
ably acquitted." 

In  the  month  of  January  1753,  he  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  Anfon,  of  fixty  guns,  a  guardfhip  at  Portfmouth. 
We  believe  him  to  have,  not  long  afterwards,  removed 
into  the  Lenox,  of  feventy  guns,  other  accounts  fay  the 
Somerfet,  a  (hip  employed  as  the  former.  In  the  month 
of  March  1755,  he  was  captain  of  the  Grafton,  alfo  a 
third  rate,,  one  of  the  fquadron  difpatched  in  May 
following,  under  Mr.  Holburne,  as  a  reinforcement 
tD  Mr.  Bo  lea  wen,  who  had  previoufly  failed  for  North 
America.  During  the  enfuing  year  he  was  again  em- 
ployed on  the  fame  nation,  with  the  rank  of  commodore, 
Itilf  Continuing  on  board  the  Grafton.  This  fummer's  fer- 
vice  was  rendered  remarkable  by  a  very  fpirited  encounter 
he  had  with  a  fmall  French  fquadrqn,  though  of  force  infi- 
nitely fuperior  to  that  of  the  Englilh.  It  took  place  off 
Louifburg,  and  his  conduct  on  this  occafion  we  fhal! 
probably  beft  defcribe  by  infefting  the  following  plain 
and  modeft  account  of  the  tranfadtion,  given  by  the  com- 
modore himfelf  in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty  board. 

"  Grafton,  off  Louifburg,  Aug.  25,  1756. 

"  On  the  26th  of  July  I  was  cruizing  in  his  majefty's 

fhip.  Grafton,  with  the  Nottingham,  the  Hornetand  Jamaica 

Hoops,  off  LouiJour-g,  about  three  leagues  fouth  by  calf. 
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At  eight  A.  M.  the  man  at  the  top-mall  head  dtfco- 
vered  four  fail  to  the  north-eaft,  direftly  to  wind* 
ward:  we  gave  chace,  and  made  our  firft  board  to  the 
Ibuthward,  they  fleering  direflly  for  us  till  within  two 
leagues.  We  tacked  in  hopes  to  have  cut  them  off  from 
their  port,  as  they  hawled  in  for  it.  At  half  paft  one 
P.  M.  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  their  harbour ;  a  little 
afterwards  we  brought  to  about  a  league  from  it  and  hoifled 
our  colours,  the  lighthoufe  bearing  north  as  we  lay.  At 
four  we  made  fail  tothe  eaftward;  foon  a3  it  wasdark  Idif- 
patched  the  Homet'fflr  Halifax,  with  orders  for  captain  Spry 
to  fend  out  fome  of  the  (hips  under  his  command  to  come 
and  join  me ;  we  then  flood  on  as  before,  till  three  o'clock, 
when  we  tacked  and  flood  in  for  the  land*  At  feren  in 
the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  man  at  the  maft  head  called 
out  he  Paw  fix  fail  under  the  land  :  about  eight  o'clock  I 
could  fee  four  (hips  in  chafe  of  us;  I  could,  with  my 
glafs,  make  them  to  be  men  of  war,  and  fee  the  French, 
commodore's  white  pendant  very  plain.  On  this  I  flood 
from  them  to  the  fouth-eaft,  about  a  point  from  the  wind, 
which  drew  them  from  their  harbour,  and  thought  it.the 
belt,  of  our  failing,  for  I  judged  them  above  our  match  or 
they  would  not  have  come  out  of  their  port  again  info  few 
hours :  I  believe  they  had  only  put  their  fick  and  lumber 
on  ftiore  and  taken  troops  off,  for  they  were  very  full  of 
men.  Athalf  paftone,  P.M.  the  headmofl.  of  the  French 
fouadron,  a  frigate  of  about  thirty-fix  guns,  fired  on  the 
Jamaica  (loop,  which  (he  returned,  and  rowed  at  the  fame 
time  up  to  the  Nottingham.  On  our  firing  at  the 
frigate  (he  hawled  her  wind,  and  the  Jamaica  bore  away 
to  the  fouth-weft,  which  the  French  commandant  obferv- 
ing,  made  a  fignal  for  the  two  frigates  to  chafe  the  floop, 
which  they  immediately  obeyed.  About  two  the  Not- 
tingham ,  fired  her  ftern  chafe  at  the  French  Com- 
mandant, which  he  returned  with  his  bow ;  and  fooii  after 
I  fired  mine,  Finding  our  ftrot  reached  each  other, 
hauled  up  my  coiirfes,  bunted  my  main-fail,  and  bore 
down  on  the  French  commodore,  being  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  him ;  it  fell  calm  and  we  began  to  engage,  he 
being  on  our  flarboard  fide,  the  other  large  French  (hip  a- 
'ftein  of  him,  and  the  Nottingham  on  oirr  larboard  bowj 
the  two  frigates  a  mile  from  us,  and  the  Jamaica  (bme- 
N  3  •    thing 
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thing  more.  Though  the  French  commandant  held  us  fo 
cheap  at  firft  as  to. fend  his  frigates  away,  he  was  foon  fo 
fenftbleof  his  miftake,  that,  the  infant  rhere  was  any  wind, 
lie  made  the  frigate's  fignals  to  rejoin  him;  and,  fearing  they 
did  not  come  fafl  enough  to  his  ailifiance,  bore  down  to 
them  and  was  followed.  At  feven  they  were  all  clofc 
together  ;  at  dufk  the  action  ceaftd  ;  jhty  Handing  to  the 
fouthward  and  we  to  the  S.  S.  E.  Our  men  lay  at  their 
quarters  all  night  expecting  to  renew  the  action  in  the 
morning.  At  daylight  the  French  (hips  bore  N.  W.  by 
W.  .diftance  four  or  five  miies,  going  away  with  little 
wind,  at  E.S.E.  right  before  it,  for  Luuifburg.  We  wore 
and  Hood  to  the  weltward,  but  they  never  offered  to  look 
at  us,  The  wind  frefhening,  they  failed  much  better 
than  our  fhips,  and  the  weather  growing  hazy  we  loft  light 
of  them  about  noon.  Their  chief  fire  was  directed  at  our 
piafts,  which  they  wounded,  as  well  as  cut  our  itays  and 
rigging  confiderably.  I  had  one  lower-deck  gun  dif- 
rnounted  and  one  upper;  fix  men  killed  and  twenty 
wounded;  which  is  all  the  damage  the  Grafton  received." 

On  the  return  of  this  gentleman  to  England  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  held 
for- the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng.  In  1757 
he  returned  to  the  American  ftation  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Holburne,  the  few  particulars  of  which  umnterJting 
expedition  have  been  already  given  in  our  account  of  that 
gentleman :  to  thefe  we  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Grafton 
was  feparated  from  the  body  of  the  fqitadron  ;  and  having 
loft,  not  only  her  malls  but  her  rudder,  was,  with  the 
greaieft  difficulty,  navigated  to  England ;  nor  could  (he 
have  been  preferred  but  by  the  molt  extraordinary  exer- 
tions and  the  invention  of  a  fubititute  rudder,  contrived 
by  rigging  out  a  fpare  top-malt  from  the  flern.  In  ihort, 
the  p refer vation  of  his  (nip  may  be  confidered  as  one  of 
jthe  moll  extraordinary  interventions  of  Providence,  in 
fupport  of  human  efforts  almoft  unparalleled. 

In  1 758  Mr-  Holmes  was  employed  at  home,  and  was 
fent  commodore  of  a  fmail,  but  very  fuccefsful  expedition, 
to  Embden.in  Germany.  It  de/erves  particular  relation, 
more  on  account,  of  his  aAivity,  than  the  conference 
attending  it.  The  force  appears  to  have  conliftedonly.of 
the  Seahoife,  on  board  which  flip  Mr.  Holmes  himfelf 
.  .  _  •  was, 
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was,  and  the  Slrombolo ;  but  from  the  tenor  of  the  ac-- 
count,  and  the,  particularly  benevolent  expreflions  ufed  in 
it,  we  (hall,  as  in  the  preceding  inftahce,  give  it  in  hif 
own  words. 

"  It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  that  I  acquaint  my. 
lords  commilTioners  of  the  admiralty  of  the  fuccefs  of  his. 
majefty's  fhip  in  this  river*. 

"  The  enemy  had  not  fuffered  the  buoys  to  be  laid  this. 
year,  thinking  by  that  means  to  obftrufl  any  attempts  for 
the  recovery  of  Embden  by  fea :  it  was  therefore  with 
equal  furprize  and  concern,  tha*  they  obferved  the  arrival 
of  his  majefty's  (hips  Seahorfe  and  Slrombolo.  After 
having  doubled  the  number  of  their  workmen  upon  the, 
batteries  they  had  begun,  they  fet  about  raifing  three  more 
towards  the  fea  with  all  expedition,  expecting  to  be 
attacked  from  that  quarter.  . 

"  On  the  17th  the  Seahorfe  and  Strombolo  anchored; 
between  Deltziel  and  Knock,  and  on  the  ibth  they  came, 
to  their  ftation  between  Knock  and  Embden,  by  which  the 
enemy  faw  themfelves  cut  off  from  all  communication 
down  the  river. 

"  They  continued  working  on  their  batteries  towards 
the  fea,  but  at  the  fame  lime  made  all  the  neceffary  pre- 
parations for  evacuating  the  place. 

"  The  garrifon  cunfifted  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred. 
French  foot,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  horfe,  one  thou- 
fand one  hundred  Auftrtan  foot,  and  two  companies  of 
artillery  of  fixty  men  each,  in  all  three  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty. 

"  On  the  19th,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  the  French 
troops  were  under  arms,  and  marched  out  of  the  town 
before  night.  On  the  20th  the  Auftnans  began  their 
march  at  nine  in  the  morning. 

"  About  noon,  and  not  before,  I  had  intelligence  of 
thefe  operations,  and  that  they  had  been  tranfporting  their 
baggage  and  cannon  up  the  river  in  fmall  veffels  over 
night,  that  one  of  them  was  lying  round  a  point  of 
land  at  fome  diftance  from  us  to  go  up  by  next  tide.  As 
foon  as  we  could  Item  the  tide  f  difpatcbed  an  armed 
cutter  and  two  of  my  boats,  who  came  up  with  the  vehel 
we  had  intelligence  of,  and  took  her.     I  reinforced  them 

•  The  Elbe. 
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by  another  boat ;  and  the  whole  detachment,  commanded 
by  captain  Taylor,  continued  the  chace  up  the  river. 
The  enemy  at  this  time  lined  both  fides  of  it,  and  gave -the 
firft  fire  on  the  boats,  who  were  then  nearly  up  with  three 
of  their  armed- vefiels.  The  fire  was  brifkly  returned  on 
Our  fide,  in  fight  of  their  army,  and  under  their  fire ;  cap- 
tain Taylor  came  up  with  one-  of  them,  attacked  her, 
drove  her  on  fhore  and  carried  her,  after  a  fhort 
(kirmiih.  The  officers  and  men  left  the  veflel  to  recover 
the  fhore ;  in  attempting  which,  fome  of  them  Were  kil- 
led by  the  fire  from  our  boats.  The  other  two  veftels, 
which  had  the  cannon  on  board,  got  clear,  under  favour 
of  the  night  and  cover  of  their  army. 

"  The  firft  veflel  taken  had  the  fon  of  lieutenant -colonel 
Schollheens,  of  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain's  regiment, 
one  corporal  and  one  pioneer  on  board,  with  fome  baggage 
belonging  to  the  lieut. -colonel.  There  was  fome  money 
found,  which,  partly  from  the  fpecie,  and  partly  from  the 
manner  of  its  being  made  up,  was  concluded  to  be  pay  for 
the  troops,  and  therefore  detained,  together  with  the  cor- 
poral, the  pioneer,  and  all  the  little  implements  of  war  they 
had  with  them.  As  for  the  fon  he  is  but  a  boy,  and  not 
of  an  age  to  be  regarded  as  an  enemy,  for  which  reafon  I 
have  fent  him  on  fhore  to  be  returned  to  his  father,  with 
all  his  and  his  father's  effects ;  and  have  written  to  lieut. - 
colonel  Schollheens,  faying,  that  upon  his  giving  me  his 
honour  the  money  is  truly  his  private  property,  it  (hall 
be  returned. 

"  Another  veflel  was  taken  which  had  on  board  major 
deBertrand;  M.  Van  Longer,  commiflary  of  war ;  M. 
Trajane,  adjutant  de  la  place;  M.  1c  Bonffe,  lieutenant 
of  artillery,  and  a  guard  of  private  men,  with  three  hoft- 
ages  which  they  had  carried  off  from  Embden.  From  them 
1  had  the  account  I  have  already  given  to  their  lordfhips, 
of  the  happy  effect  the  prefence  of  his  majefty's  two  (hips 
have  produced,  by  occasioning  the  fuddeh  evacuation  of 
the  enemy  out  of  the  town  of  Embden.  This  fervice  is 
the  more  effential,  as  advice  was  received  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  18th,  that  the  French,  in  Eaft  Friefland^had  re- 
ceived counter  orders,  and  were  conveying  all  their  maga- 
zines to  Embden." 

■    .  This 
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This  gentleman  was,  not  long  after  this  time,  advanced 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  is  not  other  wife-,  par- 
ticularly mentioned  during  the  courfe  of  the  current  year 
than  as  having  been  employed  in  the  fquadron, commanded 
by  lord  Anton,  in  the  blockade  of  BrcfV,  and  in 
covering  the  defultory  expeditions  made  on  the  French 
coaft  in  the  courfe  of  that  year.  Early  in  1759  he  was 
.  fixed  upon  to  be  third  in  command  of  the  fleet  deltined  for 
the  expedition  againil  Quebec ;  but,  previous  to  the  actual 
commencement  of  the  undertaking,  was  ordered,  with  a 
convoy  of  fixty  tranfports,-  for  New  York.  He  accord- 
ingly hoifred  his  flag  on  board  the  Somerfet,  of  feventy 
guns,  and  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  14th  of  February 
with  the  Northumberland  and  Terrible,  of  feventy-four 
guns  each;  the  Trident  and  Intrepid,  of  fixty-four  ;  the 
Medway,  of  fixty ;  the  Maidftone,  Adventure,  Diana, 
Trent,  Europa,  Veftal,  Euros,  Boreas,  and  Crefcent 
frigates.  Having,  after  his  arrival  at  New'  York,  taken 
the  necellary  meafures  to  expedite  thofe  particular  branches 
of  fervice,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  which  he  had  been 
difpatched,  he  joined,  off  Louifburg,  vice-admiral  Saunders 
who  had  failed  from  Spithead  three  days  after  his  departure. 
In  the  different  operations  previous  to  the  actual  (lege, 
which  we  have  already  faid  was  the  immediate  object  of 
this  armament,  he  was  engaged  in  fupporting  briga- 
dier-general Murray  in  an  attack  of  leveral  of  the 
magazines,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  collected  above  the 
town.  Mr.  Holmes  went  ten  or  twelves  leagues  up 
the  river,  and  then  found  it  impracticable  to  proceed  far- 
ther. In  the  month  of  September  he  was  particularly 
employed  in  dividing  and  diftracting  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  at  the  time  general  Wolfe  meditated  and  effected 
that  landing  which  was  productive  of  his  own  fame  and 
death,  together  with  the  ever-to-be- remembered  victory 
on  the  heights  of  Abraham.  His  fervices  on  this  occafion 
were  fo  highly  efteemed  that  he  received  the  thanks  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  of  which  he  had  been  for  fame 
time  a  member,  as  reprefentative  for  the  borough  of 
Newport,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  a  ftarion  he  retained  in 
the  fueceeding  parliament  till  the  time  of  his  death.  >  He 
returned  at  the  cencluiion  of  the  year  to  England,  where 

he 
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he  remained  during  the  enfuing  winter,  in  which  time  he 
was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 

Early  in  the  fpring  he  was  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  as  fuccefibr  to  Mr.  Cotes; 
and  having  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Cambridge,  failed 
from  St.  Helen's  on  the  16th  of  March,  1760.  He  ar- 
rived at  Jamaica  on  the  13th  of  May  following.  So 
active  was  he  in  the  difpofiti.onof  hiscruifers,  that,  in  the 
month  of  October,  four  out  of  five  "  French  frigates  were 
either  taken  or  deftroyedj  aud,  not  long  afterwards, eight 
privateers,  and  a  frigate  called  the  Bien  Aime,  fhared  a 
jimilar  fate.  In  the  month  of  June  enfuing  he  had  the 
additional  good  fortune  of  csufing  the  capture  of  the  St. 
Anne,  of  iixty-  four  guns,  which  is  thus  officially  related 
by  the  Gazette. 

.      ,  "  Admiralty-office,  July  28,  1761. 

"  Rear-admiral  Holmes,  having  intelligence  that  feve- 
fal  fhips  of  war  of  the  enemy  had  failed  from  Port  Louis 
on  the  5th  of  June,  as  alfo  that  the  St.  Anne  French  fhip  of 
war  bad  failed  from  Port-au-Prince  on  the  fame  day,  he 
difpofed  feveral  fhips  of  his  fquacjron  in  the  manner 
he  thought  moil  likely  to  meet  with  thofe.of  the  enemy* 
In  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  Hamplhire  fell  in 
with  the  St-  Anne  to  windward,  and  chafed  her  right 
down  upon  the  Centaur  to  leeward.  Upon  difcovering 
the  Centaur,  the  St.  Anne  hauled  up,  and  was  kept  be- 
tween the  two  .fhips  till  fhe  was  run  quite  in  ft  ore,  and 
becalmed  about  a  league  to  the  northward  of  Donna 
Maria  Bay,  when  (he  began  to  fire  her  ftern  chace. 
Soon  after  one  o'clock  the  Centaur  got  clofe  alongfide 
the  St.  Anne,  and  fhe  ftmck  her  enfign.  She  is  a  very 
fine  fhip  contracted  for  fi^ty-four  guns,  and  had  on  board 
lix  twenty-four  pounders,  twenty-fix  twelve  pounders, 
and  eight  eight  pounders,  with  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  perfons ;  was  commanded  by  M.  Aquitlon,  and  was 
carrying  home  a  cargo  of  indigo,  coflee  and  fugar,  to  the' 
value  of  nine  million  of  French  livres." 

This  is  the  laft  memorable  mention  we  find  made  of 
this  brave  and  truly  worthy  man,  who  died  at  Jamaica 

*  Three  of  them  belonged  to  the  king,  the  other  two  ta  the  mer- 
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on  the  2ift  of  November  enfuing,  leaving  behind  him  a 
reputation  molt  truly  unfullied,  and  a  character  highly 
revered,  whether  confident!  in  the  light  of  a  private 
citizen,  or  a  public  commander. 

MOLLOY,  Sir  Charles.— We  have  very  little  to  add, 
in  our  account  given  of  this  gentleman,  to  that  afforded 
us  in  the  infeription  on  his  monument.  The  only  parti- 
culars not  recorded  there  are,  that  he  took  port  on  being 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Royal  Caroline  yacht  ■ 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1742  ;  and,  in  1746,  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  alfembled  at  Deptford,  for 
the  trials  of  the  admirals  Mathews  and  Leitock.  He  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  Shadoxhurft  church,  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  where  a  marble  monument  is  erected  to  his 
memory.  The  upper  part  coniifts  of  angels  heads  in  the 
clouds ;  under  which  is  written,  "  Blefled  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord."  In  a  marble  medallion  is  the  head 
of  the  deceafed,  fupportcd  by  an  infant  weeping,  fur- 
rounded  by  military  and  naval  ornaments-  Beneath  this 
infeription. 

Sir  Charles  Molloy,  knight,  lord  of  this  manor, 
late  captain  of  his  majefty's  ihip  Royal  Caroline, 

-  fometime  a  director  of  Green wich-hofpital,  an 
elder  brother  of  the  Trinity-houfe,  and  one  of  his 
majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Kent, 
&c.  After  a  long  and  faithful  fervice  of  near  fixty 
years  in  the  royal  navy,  where  he  went  very  young 
with  king  William's  letter,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
war  with  France,  and  ferved  in  that  and  all  queen 
Anne's  wars,  he  gradually  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant,  after  the  hard  fought  battle  off  Malaga, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  French  fleet,  in  the 
year  1704,  being  then  in  the  Royal  Oak,  who  had  a 
large  (hare  in  that  day's  action.  In  this  port  he 
continued  till  the  year  1710,  when  he  was  by  the 
earl, of  Berkeley,  who  then  commanded  the  fleet, 
appointed  captain  of  his  majefty's  yacht  the  William 
and  Mary,  in  which,  and  afterwards  in  the  Mary 
yacht,  he  ferved  until  the  7th  day  of  April,  17+3 ; 
his  majefty  being  then  on  board  at  Gravefend,  and 
the  royal  ftandaid  hoi/ted,  he  was  pleafed  of  his  royal 
favour, 
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favour,  to  confer  on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
in  all  which  employs  he  ever  difcharged  his  duty  as 
became  an  officer  and  a  feaman.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  firft  wife  was  Ann,  relict  of  Ifaac 
Elton,  efq.  fon'  of  fir  Ah".  Elton,  bart.  of  the  city  of 
Briftol.  He  afterwards  married  Ellen,  cldeft  daugh-  ' 
ter  of  Jn°.  Cork,  efq.  of  Swifts,  near  Cranbrook  in 
the  county  of  Kent.  She  left  no  iffiie,  and  departed 
this  life  Auguft  24,  1 760,  ztatis  fux  60. 
Ens  cntium  mi  fere  re  mihi. 

PARRY,  Francis, — in  the  earlier  part  of  his  ferviceas 
a  naval  officer,  was  lieutenant  of  the  Monmouth,  and 
afterwards  of  the  Berwick.  In  1741  he  was  commander 
of  the  Grampus  (loop  of  war,  and  diftinguiihed  himfelf 
very  much  under  the  command  of  captain  Harrifon,  of 
the  Argyle,  in  cutting  five  prizes  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Redondella.  On  the  loth  of  February,  1742,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate,  and 
being  aim  oft  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to  Lifbon, 
died  there  on  the  17th  of  April  following.  In  Mr.  . 
Hardy's  lift  he  is  erruneoufty  faid  to  have  died  in  the  Weft 
Indies  on  the  19th  of  May,  1761. 

PRITCHARD,  John,— was,  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1742,  appointed  captain  of  the  Lyme.  In  the  .month  of 
September  following  he  was  ordered  to  Elfin  ore  in  order 
to  convoy  from  thence  the  homeward-bound  Baltic  trade. 
Immediately  after  his  return  he  was  removed  into  a  ihip 
of  twenty  guns,  which,  in  all  the  accounts  we  have  fcen, 
is  called  the  Revenge.  But  we  apprehend  this  to  be  a 
miftake,  as  no  ihip  fo  named,  and  of  that  force,' appears  to 
h*Ve  been  in  the  navy.  This  gentleman,  in  1744,  com- 
manded the  Severn,  of  fifty  guns;  in  which  ihip  he  con- 
tinued alfo  but  A  Ihort  time.  He  afterwards  was  fuccef- 
finely  cornmiffioned  to  the  Devonshire  and  the  Duke,  but 
in  what  year  or  years  we  do  not  precifely  know.  In 
I758  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuateo  lilt  with  the  rank 
and  halfpay  of  a  rear-admiral.  Having  thus  honourably 
retired  froao-  the  Service  he  continued  to  icftde  at  Ply- 
mouth, where  he  died  about  the  year  1779. 
.  RODNEY,  Lord.— We  have  but  few  particulars  re- 
turn to  this  nobleman,  in  addition  to  that  account 
pvhllftted  of  his  life  and  family  by  Collins ;  neverthelefs, 
1  this 
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this  circumftance  we  hope  will  not  be  conudcred  "as  a  want 
of  jnduftry  in  us,  but  as  a  proof  of  the  general  care  and 
correftnefs  of  that  heraldic  author. 

George  Bridges  Rodney  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
-  Henry  Rodney,  of  ,Walton-upon-Thames,  in  the  county 
of  Surry,  efq.  and  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  and  co-heir  to 
fir  Henry  Newton,  knight^  envoy-extraordinary  to  Genoa, 
Tufcany,  &c.  ll.d.  judge  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty, 
and  chancellor  of  the  diocefc  of  London,  He  was  born 
in  the^nonth  of  December  1717,  and  was  baptized  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  George  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
cllefex,  on  the  13th  of  February  following.  _  Having  en- 
tered at  a  very  early  age  into  the  navy,  he  gained  much 
reputation  and  eftcem,  while  in  the  more  fubordinaW  ' 
ranks,  of  thofe  who  were  his  fuperiors  in  command. 
He  was  taken,  early  in  the  year  1742,  by  Mr.  Mathews, 
to  be  one  of  his  lieutenants  when  that  gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Mediterranean  as  commander-in-chief  on 
that  ftation,  having  his  fiag  on  board  the  Namur.  He 
was  promoted  by  that  admiral  to  be  captain  of  the  Ply- 
mouth, of  fixty  guns,  on  the  9th  of  November  1742. 
'This  commillion  was  confirmed  by  the  admiralty  board, 
but  he  removed,  not  long  after  his  return  to  England, 
into  the  Sheernefs,  a  frigate  of  twenty  guns,  .This  com- 
million was  dated  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1743  ;  and 
about  the  fame  time  in  the  enfuing  year  he  was  promoted 
to  the  Ludlow  Cattle  *,  of  forty-four  guns.  He  does  not 
appear,  during  this  period,  to  have  met  with  any  opportu- 
nity of  acquiring  either  fame,  popularity,  or  fortune. 

How  long  he  continued  in  the  Ludlow  Caftle  is  not 
precifely  known, but  could  not  have  been  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  for,  in  the  month  of  May  1746,  he  was  captain 
of  the  Eagle,  a  new  (hip  of  fixty  guns,  then  employed  as 
a  cruifer  on  the  Irilh  nation.  In  this  occupation  he  had 
the  good  fortune,  to  capture  two  very  flout  privateers,  one 
of  them  a  Spaniard,  called  the  Efperancc,  of  fixteen  gum 
With  one  hundred  and  thirty -fix  men,  which  he  carried  into 
Kinfale;  and  the  other  a  French  fhip,  formerly  the 
Shoreham  frigate,  and  when  captured  retaining  the  fame 
name,  carrying  twenty-two  .guns  and  two  hundred  and 
fixty  men.  Hecameup  with  the  latter  after  achaceof  fixicen 

*  Some  account*  bavc,  though  we  believe  erroneoufly,  ftxttd'  hi* 
fecond  appointment  to  have  been  to  the  Phcenii. 

hours, 
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hours,  and  carried  it  into  Crookhaven  in  the  month  of 
October.  He  continued  in, the  Eagle  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  war,  and  was  one  of  the  commanders  under  the 
orders  of  rear-admiral  Hawke,  in  the  month  of  Octuber 
1747,  at  the  time  he  attacked,  and  defeated  L'Etendiere's 
fquadron.  On  this  occafion  he  behaved  with  much  fpirit,  , 
and  may  be  faid  to  have  then  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
popularity  he  afterwards  in  fo  high  a  degree  poffelled. 

The  Eagle  was,  at  one  time  in  the  action,  engaged  with 
two  mips  at  once;  and,  in  confequence  of  having  been 
fo  warmly  concerned,  had  her  wheel  (hot  away,  as  well 
as  her  braces  and  bowlings,  fo  that  the  fliip  was  absolutely 
ungovernable.  In  this  very  mattered  condition  lhe  fell  on 
board  the  Devonfhire  at  tlie  very  time  the  admiral  was 
crouding  into  action  to  her  fupport.  Captain  Rodney  was, 
in  the  month  ol  November  following,  one  of  the  principal 
evidences  againft  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent ;  and  declared, 
that  while  he  was  engaged  between  two  fires,  as  already 
defcribed,  captain  Fox  had  it  in  his  power  to  have,  come 
tip  to  his  fupport,  but  did  not.  It  is,  however,  the  opi- 
nion of  fome,  that  captain  Rodney  was,  on  this  occafion, 
rather  too  harfh  and  fevere,  owing,  probably,,  to  that  de- 
gree of  irritation  which  fome  men  feel,  when  they  con- 
ceive themfetves  neglefted  or  abandoned. 

The  peace  had  not  been  long  concluded  when  captain: 
Rodney  was,  in  the  'month  of  March  1749,  appointed  to 
the  Rainbow,  a  fourth  rate ;  and,  on  the  9th  of  May  fol- 
lowing, was  nominated  governor  and  commander-in-chief 
in  and  over  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland.  Immediately 
afterwards  he  proceeded  thither  with  the  fmall  fquadron 
annually  fent  there,  in  time  of  peace,  for  the  protection 
of  the  iifhery. ,  In  the  enfuing  year  he  was  Similarly  oc- 
.  cupied  with  the  additional  employment  of  fearching  for 
an  itland,  faid  to  have  been  discovered  in  latitude  50°  N. 
about  three  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Scilly. 
He  was  not,  however,  fortunate  enough  to  difcover  this 
Utopian  country.  In  the  Reading  Mercury  of  April  10, 
1752,  and  not  improbably  in  many  other  newfpapers  of 
the  fame  date,  is  the  following  article  of  intelligence. 
"  Commodore  Rodney  arrived  this  day  at  Woolwich  : 
he  cruifed  ten  days  in  queft  of  the  ifland  faid  to  have  been 
discovered  by  captain  Acton.     The  men  at  the  mail  head 
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were  more  than  once  deceived  with  thofe  appearances 
which  the  Tailors  call  fog  banks,  which  tot  may  fitpptjt  /» 
have  been  the  heji  fohitien  of  'the  fuppofed  difcovery." 

In  the  month  of  May  1:751 ,  a  day  or  two  only  after  he 
had  fail.-'d  on  the  expedition  (if  ttdeferves  that  name)  laft- 
mentioned,  he  was  chofen  re  pre  fen  tat  ive  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Saltalh.  Some  time  after  his  return  he 
married,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1753,  Mifs  jane  Comp-  - 
ton,  daughter  of  Charles  Compton,  efq.  and  fifter  to 
Spencer,  then  earl  of  Northampton.  He  was  about  the 
lame  time  appointed  captain  of  the  Kent,  of  feventy  guns, 
commillioned  as  a  gnardlhip  at  Portfmouth*.  He  re- 
tained the  above  command  till  the  year  1755,  when  he 
-  was  promoted  to  the  Prince  George,  of  ninety  guns,  at 
Portfmomh.  This  fhip  not  being  employed  on  any  me- 
morable or  diftinguilhcd  fervice,  we  do  not  find  any  par- 
ticular mention  made  of  captain  Rodney  till  the  year 
1757,  when  he  commanded  the  Dublin,  of  fevejity-Jbur 
jjtms,  to  which  fhip  he  was  appointed  in  the  month  of 
April.  He  ferved  this  year,  under  the  command  of  fir 
Edward  Hawkc,  in  the  memorable  but  too  fuccefslefs 
expedition  againli  Rochfort;  and,  as  being  the  oldeft  cap- 
tain in  the  fleet,  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  council 
of  war.  In  the  following  fpring  he  Was  ordered  to  Lou- 
ifburg  with  admiral  Bofcawen  ;  but  his  having  been  a 
party  concerned  in  this  expedition  was  merely  accidental, 
he  having  been  ordered  out  to  fupply  the  place  of  captain 
Bentley,  whofe  (hip,  the  Invincible,  was.  unfortunately1 
loft  by  running  on  a  (hoal  in  going  out. 

Nothing  material  occurred  to  him  while  thus  em- 
ployed, except  that  the  Dublin  being  very  fickly  he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  fpr  Halifax.  This  was  the  laft 
fervice  in  which  he  was  engaged  as  a"private  captain,  for, 
on  the  i+th  of  February,  1759,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  The  firft  occupation  in  which  he 
was  employed  as  a  flag  officer,  was.  the  command  of  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  Ihips  of  war  and  bomb  vefl'cls,  equipped 

*  During  this  period,  that  is  to  fay  fome  little  time  after  the 
meeting  of  the  new  parliament,  he  wai  returned  as  member  for  the 
borough  of  OdkMnipton. 

for 
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for  an  expedition  againfl  Havre  de  Grace,  where,  as  it  was 
laid,  a  large  quantity  of  flat  boats  were  built  or  collected, 
and  a  variety  of  other  preparations  ftill  more  formidable 
and  expenfive  were  making,  in  aid  of  the  armament 
equipping,  by  order  of  the  French  government,  for  the 
invafion  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

This  fervice  he  executed,  having  hoifted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Deptford  with  the  greateft  adroit  nefs,  difpatch 
and  fuccefs,  for,  having  on  the  3d  of  July,  anchored  in 
the  great  road  of  Havre,  he  immediately  rjiade  the 
necefiary  difpofitions  to  carry  his  orders  into  execution. 
Thebomb-ketche'swereplacedinthenarrowchannelofihe, 
river  leading  up  to  Harfleur,  that  being  the  moll  proper,and, 
indeed,  only  Ipot  from  whence  the  expected  destruction 
could  be  effected,  the  fliips  of  war  being  at  the  fame  time- 
judiciouily  Rationed  to  fupport  and  protect  them.  All  thefe 
ncceflary  and  preliminary  arrangements  being  made  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  bombardment  immediately 
commenced  and  continued,  without  intermiflion,  for  fifty- 
iwo  hours.  So  fuccefsfully  was  this  fervice  executed  that 
the  town  was  repeatedly  in  flames  in  different  parts:  the 
grand  magazine  of  ftores  for  their  flat  boats  burnt  with 
the  greatell  fury  fdr  fix  hours,  in  fpite  of  every  poflible  , 
effort  made  by  the  enemy  to  extinguifh  it.  A  confider- 
able  number  of  the  boats  themfelves  were  overfet,  funk, 
or  fo  much  damaged  as  to  be  of  no  farther  fervice.  To 
complete  the  good  fortune  which  attended  the  operations 
of  this  little  armament,  this  fuccefs  was  atchieved  with 
very  inconfiderable  lofs  to  the  bold  affailants,  though  many 
of  the  enemy's  (hot  and  (hells  fell  and  burft  among  the 
boats  and  bomb-ketches.  "  Thus  had  Mr.  Rodney  the 
happinefs  (as.  Collins  remarks}  of  totally  frustrating  the 
deiigns  of  the  French  court,  and  fo  completely  ruined  not 
only  the  preparations,  hut  the  port  itfelf,  as  a  naval  arfe-  ■ 
nal,  fo  that  it  was  no  longer  in  a  flats  to  annoy  Great 
Britain  during  the  continuance  of  trfe  war." 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  he  again  repaired  to  his  ftation, 
but  no  farther  injury  to  the  enemy  remained  to  be  effected. 
On  the  24th  of  September  he  returned  into  port  to  vic- 
tual, and  fo  expeditious  was  he,  that  in  two  days  after- 
wards he  once  more  failed  for  Havre ;  fo  that,  by  keeping 
the  enemy  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  alarm  and  anxiety,  he 
rendered 
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rendered  therri  incapable  of  making  the  fmalieft  errbrt  to? 
t'eltore  or  repair  thofe  mattered  remains  which  the  pre- 
ceding conflagration  had  left  undeftroyed.  He  continue! 
occupied  precifely  in  the  fame  line  of  fervice  during  the 
year  1760,  but  the  only  remarkable  occurrence  whicff 
took  place  was  the  deflruftion  of  fome  of  the  enemy's 
boats  in  the  month  of  July,  a  fervice  more  remarkable' 
and  ufeful  from  the  conferences  it  produced  than  for 
what  immediately  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  encounter/ 

He  drove  five  flat-bottomed  boats  afhore  that  were 
laden  with  cannon  and  fhot,  and  totally  deftroyed1 
them,  together  with  a  fort,  under  which  they  ran  for  prcw 
tecTtiori,  at  Port  Baffin ;  at  the  fame  time  ten  others  which 
were  in  company,  efcaped,  with  thegreatefl  difficulty,  up. 
the  river  Orne,  leading  to  Caen.  The  enemy  had  failed* 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  with  the  greateft  confidence. 
froarHarfleur,  having  th^ir  colours  flying,  arid  making  all 
the  extravagant  parade  frequently  attendant  on  presumptive 
ftcuriry.  The  hills  on  each  fide  of  the' river,  and  the  Walls 
df  Havre  de  Grace,  were  covered  with  fpeftators,  who 
were  aftonifhed  that  the  Englifh  fquadron  made  no' 
■  motion'  whatever.  The , admiral  knew  it,  would  be  to 
no  purpofe  to  attempt  any  thing  till  the  vefTels  hatl 
p'alfed  the  river  Orne,  as,  till  then,  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  take  {heller  in  feveral  fman  ports:  hoW- 
eVer  he  kept  his  eye  conftantly  on  them,  and  had  giveii 
directions  to  his  fquadron  to  be  ready  the  moment  he  made' 
the  fignal  to  chace.  When  the  enemy  got  the  length  ot 
Caen  river  they  kept  [landing  backward  arid  for  Ward  upon 
the  fhoals,  and  the  admiral  plainly  perceived  they  intended 
ippulTi' for  it  after  dark;  upon'which  he  gave  directions  to 
his  fmall  vefTels,  the  moment  the  day  clofed,  to  make  all  the' 
fail  poffible  for  the  mouth  of  the  river  Orne,  to  cut  off  the' 
enemy's  retreat,  and  with  his  other  (hips  made  the  utmoft 
difpatch,  without  fignal,  for  the  fleep  coaft  of  Port  Baffin. 
This  had  the  defircd  efteft  ;  the  enemy  were  met  by  two 
of  his  fquadron,  difguifed  like  Dutchmen,  who  turned 
them,  off"  Point  Perce's :  when  perceiving  their  retreat' 
cut  off,  they'ran'afho're  and  met  the  fate  jurt  defcribed^ 
They  were  rem  ark  able'fine  veffels  upwards  of  one  hundred 
leetlongTafrrf  capable  pf  containing  from  three  to  five  hun- 
dred men  for  a  night's ruft.  This  fuccefs  had  the  defired 
voi:  V.  O  effect, 
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•ffeft,  the  enemy  having  unloaded  one  hundred  other  boats 
that  were. ready  10  fail,  and  Tent  them  all  up  again  to  Rouen,. 

He  continued  on  the  fame  Ration  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  and  for  a  confiderable  part  of  iheenfuing,  dif- 
playing  much  diligence  and  obtaining  many  advantages, 
which,  though  of  a  trivial  nature,  were  all  which^the 
Caution  of  the  enemy  would  permit  him  to  obtain.  In 
the  new  parliament  convened  in  1761,  he  was  elected 
member  for  Penryhn,  in  Cornwall,  and  in  the  following 
autumn  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the  expe- 
dition then  fitting  out  for  the  reduction  of  the  French 
ifland  of  Martinico.  He  failed  from  Spithead,  on  the 
j8th  of  October,  in  the  Marlborough,  wiih  the  Modefte, 
Vanguard,  Nottingham  and  Syren  ;  the  Grenada,  Thun- 
der and  Ba(jliflc  bomb-ketches,  with  the  Fly  floop  of  war. 
He  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  November  at  Barbatioes, 
where  he  was  joined  by  commodore  Barton  and  a  convoy 
from  Belle  i  lie,  with  a  part  of  the  arniy  that  had  been  juft 
.-before  employed  in  the  conqueft  of  that  ifland;  as  he  was 
foon  afterwards  by  a  fecond  corps  from  North  America*, 
under  the  command  of  general  Monckton.  All  the  troops, 
and  (hips  deflined  for  this  expedition,  being  collected, 
the  rear-admiral  proceeded  to  Martinico,  off  which  iflant) 
he  arrived  on  the  7th  of  January. 

The  neighbouring  batteries  of  the  erfemy,  which  de- 
fended the  coaft  in  St.  Anne's  bay,  being  filenced,  the 
troops  were  landed,  without  farther  oppofition,  on  the  1 6th, 
at  Cas  Navire.  Such  vigorous  meafures  were  purfued 
that  the  citadel  of  Fort  Royal  iurrendered  on  the  4th  of 
February ;  and  the  Pigeon  itland,  which  formed  the  prin- 
cipal defence  of  the  harbour,  in  three  days  afterwards. 
Thefe  fuccefles  were  preliminary  not  only  to  the  furrender 
of  the  whole  colony,  which  capitulated  on  the  13th of  the 
feme  month,  but  to  that  of  the  i  (lands  of  Grenada,  St. 
Vincent's,  St.  Lucia,  and,  in  ihori,  all  the  French  pof- 
feftions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  paffed  underthe  Do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  immediately  afterwards. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  *  year  Mr.  Rodney  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  was  railed  to 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  by  letters  patent 
fearing  date  January  21,  1764.  In  the  month  of  No- 
. , : —^ ~_ 
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vernber*  1765,  he  was  appointed  matter  of  Greenwich- 
hofpital.  In  the  month  of  November  1767,  he  was  one  of 
the  vice-admirals  who  fupported  the  canopy  at  the  funeral 
of  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of- York.  In  the"  year 
1768,  on  the  diflulucion  of  the  parliament,  he  offered 
himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  the  town  of  Northampton. 
His  \,ele£tion  for  that  place  he  carried  againft  Mr. 
Howe  by  a  poll  of  61 1  to  538,  after  a  ftrong  arid  very  ex-  . 
penfive  conteft,  by  which  he  very  confiderably  impaired 
his  fortune.  In  the  month  of  October  1770,  he  was  pro- 
grefllvely  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white  and 
red  fquadrons  ;  and,  in  the  mon/h  of  Aitguft  177 " »  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  very  early  part  of 
this  year  he  refigned  the  mafterfhip  tjf  Greenwich-hofpital, 
and  was  immediately  afterwards  appointed  commander- 
in-chief  on  -the  Jamaica  flation,  whither  he  repaired) 
having  his  flag  on  board  the  Princefs  Amelia,  of  eighty 
guns.  The  appointment  of  this  (hip  to  that  fervice  was 
intended  as  a  particular  and  pointed  compliment,  it  being 
extremely  unufual  to  fend  a  three-decked  fhip  on  that 
flation,  except  in  time  of  a&ual  war.  It  is  raid  the  com- 
mand in  India  was  offered  to  him,  which  he  declined,  en- 
tertaining hopes  of  being  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica 
in  cafe  of  the  death  of  fir  William  Trelawney,  who  then 
held  that  poll,  and  was  faid  to  be  in  an  ill  Hate  of 
health. 

.  In  this  hope  fir  George  was  di (appointed,  arid  on  his 
return  to  England  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  allotted 
for  the  continuance  of  his  command,  retired  to  France, 
where  he  lived  fome  years  in  obfeurity,  and,  as  it  is  con- 
fidently afferted,  in  rather  diftreifed  ci  re um fiances.  On 
January  29,  1778,  he  was  advanced,  being  then  abfent  in 
France,  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  The  war  breaking 
out  foon  after  this  time,  fir  George  was  enabled,  by  the 
liberal  loan  of  a  Fiertch  nobleman,  which  he  afterwards 
very  honourably  repaid,  to  rev  i  fit  his  native  country  and 
fotlicit  a  command.  He  did  not,  however,  receive  any 
appointment  till  the  end  of  ihe  year  1779,  when  he  was, 
nominated  commander-in-chief  on  the  Leeward  Iftand 

Ration  ;  he  accordingly  hoi  fled  his  flag  at  Portfmouth, 
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on  boartl  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate.  Intelligence  was 
about  that  time  received  by  the  admi rally- board,  that  the 
Spaniards  had  a  force  »f  twelve  or  thirteen  (hips  off  Capo 
St.  Vincent,  having  procured  information  that  fir  George 
was  under  orders,  in  his  way  to  the  Leeward  I  (lands,  to 
protect  a  convoy  into  Gibraltar  for  the  relief  of  that 
garrifon,  then  heavily  threatened  with  a  fiege,  which  foon 
afterwards  in  reality  commenced.  The  force  intended  to 
proceed  with  him  to  his  ultimate  di  (Vitiation,  was  to  confift-,. 
Cxclufive  of  the  flag-(hip,  only  of  three  third  rates  of  7+ 

Sins  each,  namely,  the  Ajax,  Terrible and.Montague;  and 
e  treacherous  intelligence  afforded  to  the  Spaniards  of 
this  circumff. ance,  recoilipg  on  th em fe Ives, proved  their  own 
destruction;  the  force, under  the  rear-admirals  Digby  and 
Rofs,  confiding of.  fifteen  pr  (ixtecn  ihips  of  the  line,  wa* 
ordered,  to  proceed^  through  to  Gibraltar,  inftead  of  quit- 
ting fir  George  off  Cape  Fin ifterre,  as-firil  intended  i 
thcevent  is  too  repent, to  have  been  forgotten. 

Previous,  however,  to. this  happy.,  andrglorious  circumn 
fiance,  fir  George,,  who  may  certainly  be  ranked  among.the 
molt  fortunate  men  that  .ever.app  eared  in  the  naval  fervice, 
felt  in,  qn  the  8  th  of  January,  about  fourfcore  leagues'  to 
the  N.  E.  of;Cape  Fimfterre,  w.ith  aJSpanifti,c(invoy,fron* 
St.  Sejaaftiap's,  bound  for  Cadi'/.,  under  protection  of-  the 
Guipufcqapa,  of,  fixfy-four  guns,  four  frigates  and  two 
corvettes,  belonging  to  the  royal  company  of  the  Carac- 
cas.  Tlie.  rnercban.t-fQips  amounted  to  fixteen  fail;  laden 
principally  with  flour,  provifions  and  naval  (lores;  theft, 
together  with,  the  ihips  of  war,  wprc,all  captured,  without 
the.  fmalleft:  difficulty  or  reitHa.ace,  which,  indeed,  would 
have  been  .fruitlefs  and  extravagant,  in  the  extreme,  confi- 
dering  the  very  formidable  force  which  .furrotuided  them., 
Purfuing;his  courfe  towards  Gibraltar,  fir  George,  on  the 
1 6th  of  the  farne  month,  fell  in  with  Don  Langara's  fqua- 
dion, 1  on  their  rfatioa  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  the  particulars. 
qf  which  encounter  will,  perhaps,  be  belt  given  in  his  own 
■V^Ords. 

"  At  one,  P.  M.  the  Cape  then  bearing  north  f«uft  ■ 
leagues,  the  Bedford  njadejthe  fignal  for  feeing  a  fleet  in, 
the.S.E.  quarter;.  I, immediately. made  a  iignal  for  the  line- 
ot*  battle  abreaft  and  bore  down  upon  them ;  but  before- that 
could  be.weU  effefled^Iperceived,  tbe.enemy  were-endca- 
vonriug 
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vCTiring  to  form  a  line  of  bailie  ahead  upon  the  (larboard 
tack  ;  and  as  the  day  was  far  advanced,  being  unwilling  to 
delay  the  aclion,  at  two  P.  M.  1  bawled  down  the  Itgtnl 
for  the  line  of  battle  abreaft,  and  made  that  for  a  general 
chace;  the  fliips  to  engage  as  they  came  up  by  rotation,' 
and  to  take  the  lee-gage  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
retreat  into  their  own  ports. 

"  At  four,  P.  M.  perceiving  the  headmoft  fliips  very 
near  t.  e  enemy,  I  made  the  general  fignal  to  engage  and 
clofe.  In  a  few  minutes  the  four  headmoft  fhips  began 
the  action,  which  was  returned  with  great  brilknefs  by  th* 
enemy.  At  forty  minutes  pail  four  one  of  the  enemy** 
line  of  battle- (hips  blew  up  with  a  dreadful  explofion,  and 
every  perfon  periihed.  At  fix,  P.  M.  one  of  the  Sjmniih 
ihips  itruck.  The  aclion  and  purfuit  continued  with  s 
conttant  fire  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  j  at  which 
time  the  Monarca,  the  headmoft  of  all  the  enemy  s  fliipst 
having  (truck  lo  the  Sandwich,  after  receiving  one  broad* 
fide,  and  all  firing  having  ceafed,  I  made  the  fignal  *• 
bring-to*." 

On 

'  •  The  fruits  of  this  »iaoiy  were,  the  Phoenix,  of  eighty  giini,  the. 
(faj'-flsip  of  admiral  Juan  de  Langara;    the    Monarca,    PnncciTi  *nri 

Diligentc,  of  feventy  guns  each,  captured ;  ind  the  St.  Domingo,  of 
the  fame  force,  blown  up  in  the  »£iion.  The  St.  Julian  ■ndSuEnge- 
nio,  oF  feventy  gum,  alto  furrendered ;  an  officer,  with  fom;  men,  were 

Eut  on  board  oneofinem;buiihefe  mips wereafterwArdidriverr on  (bore 
y  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and  the  latter,  if  not  both,  totally  loll,' 
On  «.hp  spth  of  February  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  of:  commons  went 
unaniiuoufly  voted  10  fir  George  Rodney  for  this  great  and  important 
forvice ;  and  ihc  fame  reflimorry  of  gratitude  wis,  on  tbe  next  day-, 
offered  by  (he  houfe  of  lords  alfo.  On  the  6th  of  March,  the  freer- 
dam  of  the  city  of  London  was  voted  in  common  council,  to  he  pre*- 
fented  to  him,  in  a  gold  box  of  an  hu  -ired  guinea)  value :'  a  fimilat 
.  compliment  of  the  freedom  of  tbe  city  of  Edinburgh  hailing  been  pre- 
vioully  paid  lo  him,  ,         ■■    t 

Sir  George  had  now  acquired  'the  very  zenith  of  popularity :  the 
praifes  univerfally  lavilhcd  on  him  amounted  almolt  to  idolatry..  At 
the  general  election  which  took  place  in  the  mon,ih  of  September  in 
the  current  year,  he  was,  though  abfent,  elcSM  member  foV  the  city 
of  Weflminfter  without  Mi  follicitttion,  and  'meYely  On  toegrtifrrid  ffl 
that  high  eftimation  in  which  he  Was  then  Held,  parfieeliri  by  (hit 
which'  called  itfelf  the  patriotic: party.  HoVflrangrrfyand  rapidly  pe  - 
quickly  .fterwtrfdjfdl  in  tbdh-^kerrr,  will '«  rjttfferitr)>  fteWa.       ' 
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On  the  1 8th  the  fleet  and  convoy  entered  the  gut,  but 
the  violence  of  the  wind,  added  to  the  flrength  of  the 
current,  prevented  the  Sandwich,  and  many  other  fhips, 
from  getting  to  an  anchor  in  Gibraltar  Bay  till  the  27th. 
The  relief  of  that  fnrtrefs,  which  was,  as  we  have  already 
ftated,  the  firft  object  of  this  expedition,  being  hap- 
pily, and,  indeed,  eafily  accomplished,  fir  George  quitted 
the  bay  on  the  13th  of  February,  and  parted  company 
five  days  afterwards  with  the  rear-admirals  Digby  and 
Rofs.  He  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  without  meeting 
with  the  fmaileft  finifler  accident,  in  the  month  of  March, 
mnd  immediately  took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the 
armament  on  that  (tat ion,  amounting,  after  the  junction 
above- mentioned,  to  twenty  fhips  of  the  line  beiides  fri- 
gates. As  foon  as  he  had  refrefhed  the  crews  of  his  fhips, 
■nd  made  fome  neceflary  arrangements,  fir  Georgo 
repaired  to  St.  Lucia,  where  he  arrived  on  the  17th  of 
March,  and  found  that  the  enemy,  who  had  for  fame  days 
previous  to  his  arrival  made  a  ridiculous  parade  off  St. 
Lucia,  with  a  fleet  confining  of  twenty-five  fhips  of  the 
line,  had  thought  proper,  on  the  news  of  his  approach,  to 
retire  into  Fort  Royal  Bay  a  few  hours  only  before  he 
j-eached  Gros  Iflet.  As  foon  as  his  fleet  could  be  put  in  a  pro- 
per condition  for  immediate  fervice,  which  was  effected  by 
the  2d  of  April,  be  proceeded  off  Fort  Royal,  where  for. 
two  days  he  continued  offering  the  enemy  battle,  who  did 
not  think  proper  to  accept  fo  fair  and  open  a  challenge  1 
he  therefore  left  a  fquadron  .of  his  belt-failing  copper- 
fteathed  fhips  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and 
with  the  remainder  returned  to  Gros  Iflet  Bay,  where 
he  lay  at  fingte  anchor,  holding  himfelf  in  conftant  readi- 
ngs to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the  firft  notice  he  fhould  re- 
ceive ol  their  having  put-to  Tea. 

In  this  fituation  affairs. continued  till  the  15th,  when 
the  enemy  flipped  out,  with  their  whole  force,  in  the 

On  the  14th  of  November  his  majefly,  as  a  very  diflingulflied  rnaik 
pf  h!i  royal  favour,  though  iherc  wis  at  thai  lime  no  vacant  frail  be- 
longing to  the  order  of  ihe  Baih,  nominated  fn  George  a  fupcrnu. 
jner»ry  knight  companion  thereof,  a  very  convincing  proof  that  he  at 
that  time  held  a  place  equally  high  H>  the  opinion?  and  cliiiniticn  of 

middle 
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middle  of  the  night.  This  being  made  known  to  fir  George, 
by  his  iquadron  of  obfei  vat  ion,  he  immediately  followed; 
and,  after  looking  into  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and  the  road  of 
St.  Pierre,  got  fight  of  them  mi  the  16th,  about  eight 
leagues  to  leeward  of  the  Pearl  Rock.  By  five  o'clock  la 
the  evening  he  had  neared  the  enemy  Sufficiently  to  dis- 
cover that  their  force  confided  of  twenty-three  (hips  of 
the  line,  one  of  fifty  guns,  three  frigates,  a  lugger  ar.d  a 
cutter,  a  force  evidently  Superior  to  his  own,  which 
amounted  to  no  more  than  twenty  fhips  of  the  line  and  one 
of  fifty  guns,  Tome  of  which  were  in  a  very  crazy  incffedUv*. 
condition.  TJie  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy  manifefted  air 
evident  inclination  to  avoid  an  action,  and  it  needed  every 
poffible  exertion,  on  the  part  of  the  Brit  ilh  admiral,  to  pre- 
vent their  effecting  that  purpofe,  which  implicated  with  it 
their  efcape.  It  was  the  intention  of  fir  George,  as  he  hitnfelf 
declares  in  his  dispatches,  to  have  attacked  only  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  line  with  his  whole  force,  and  thereby 
compelled  them  to  abandon  the  dips,  with  which  he 
doted,  to  his  mercy,  or  engage  him  upon  his  own  terms. 
Some  of  the  officers  under  his  orders  are  faid  to  havt 
mifunderitood  his  Signals,  and  by  that  means  to  have 
brought  on  a  more  general  encounter,  flii  p  to  fhip,  than  the 
commander-in-chief  intended.  It  is  neither  our  bufineft 
nor  inclination  to  do  more  on  the  prefent  occafion  than 
to  Mate  the  mere  matter  of  fa&,  without  pretending  M* 
enter  into  any,  even  the  fmalleft  difcuffion  of  the  matter,  ox 
prefuming  to  hazard  the  fhadow  of  an  opinion.  Wn. 
(hall  therefore  content  ourfelves  with  Hating,  in  the  pre- 
cife  words  of  fir  George,  that,  "  at  the  conclusion  of  th* 
battle,  the  enemy  might  be  faid  to  be  completely  beat." 
But  fuch  was  the  diuance  of  the  van  and  rear  from  the 
centre,  and  the  crippled  condition  of  feveral  mips,  parti' 
cularly  the  Sandwich,  which  for  twenty-four  hours  was, 
with  difficulty,  kept  above  water,  that  it  was  impoflible; 
to  purfue  them  that  night  without  the  created  disadvan- 
tage :  every  endeavour  however  was  ufed  to  put  the  fleet 
in  order,  and  on  the  29th  he  again  got  fight  of  the  enemy. 
He  purfued  them  far  three  fucceilive  days  but  without 
effect,  they  ufing  every  endeavour  poflible  to  avoid  a 
/econd  action,  and  attempting  to  pufb  for  Martinique. 
9*  The 
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The  Britifh  fleet  cut  them  off;  and,  to  avoid  a  fecond  en- 
counter, they  took  flielter  under -the  ifland  of  Guadaioupe. 
The  condition  of  many  of  the  iiiips,  and  the  lee  cur- 
rents, compelled  the  Britifh  admiral  to  anchor  in  Ghogtje 
Bay,  St.  Lucia,  in  order  to  refit,  as  well  as  to  land  his  ficfc: 
and  wounded  men.  He  full,  however,  took  the  precaution 
of  difpatching  frigates  to  windward  and  leeward  of  every 
ifland,  that  he  might  have  the  earlieft  notice  of  the  ene- 
my's approach  towards  Martinique,  which  was  the  only 
place  in  thofe  feas  where  they  could  be  properly  refitted. 
On  the  6th  of  May  intelligence  was  received  of  their  ap- 
proach, and  fir  George  put  to  fea  in  nearly  the  fame  force 
as  before.  On  the  loth  he  attain  got  .fight  of  the  enemy, 
^vho  perfevered  in  their  di (inclination  to  hazard  a  eonteft! 
The  French  fhips -ftad  a  very  evident  fiiperiority  in 
boint  of  failing,  and  this  advantage  encouraged  them  fre- 
quently (o  approach  very  near  the  Britifji  fleet  with 
much  feeming  refolmion ;  but  as  form  as  they  came 
within  little  more  than  random  (hot  they  always  brought 
to  the  wind,  and  retreated.  A  lucky  change  of  the  wind, 
on'the  15th,  would  have  enabled  the  Britifh  admiral  tfj 
weather,  and  force  them  to  an  aflion,  had  if  not  unfortu- 
nately, when  he  had  nearly  got  jip  with  the  enemy,  again 
changed  fix  points,  and  once  more  ' re jnf rated  them  in 
their  original  advantageous  pofition  to  windward. 
'"  A  partial  action,  however,  took  place  bstween  the 
Karof  the  French  and  [he  van  of  the  Britifh  fleer,  whicrt 
was  productive  of  nothing  decifive.  A  fecond  fkirniifli 
of  the  fame  kind,  and  brought  on  nearly  by  the  fam$ 
means,  again  happened  on  the  tgth;  and  the  condition 
djf  many  of  (he  fhips  not  permitting  fir  George  to  perfe- 
vere  any  longer  in  an  hope'efs  purfuit,  which  nad  already 
drawn  him  forty  leagues  to  windward  of  Martinico,  he 
ftrit  three  of  his  molt  di  fabled  fhips  tq  St.  Lug  a,  and  wjtfi 
ttie  remainder  put  tntoCarlifie  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Bv- 
badocs,  on  the  22d. 

•'Here  he  made  every  poffible  expedition  in  refitting,  re- 
vrStialHng  and  watering  his  fleet.  He  was  the  more  in- 
duced to  tn^s  by  intelligence  he  had  received  from  captain; 
Mann,  of  the  Cerberus,  of  the  approach  of  a  Sp^iifli 
ftuadron,1  cprififting  or  twelve  (hips'  of  the  line,  which] 
failaJ'froWCaoii  bri  the  28th  of1  April,  and  which' he1 
a"T  H  confe- 
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corjfequemly  hoped  to  intercept  and  capture,  or  deftroy, 
before  the  French  fhips,  which  had  put  inco  Marttnico  in 
a  very  ftnttered  condition,  Ihonld  be  again  fit  for  Tea.  In 
this  hope  he  was  unfortunately  difappointed,  for  the  Spa- 
nilli  admiral  altered  his  original  rendezvous,  which  was 
known  to  fit  George,  and  proceeded  no  farther  than 
Guadeloupe,  from  whence  he  detached  a  frigate  to  Mar- 
tinico,  dcining  monfieur  de  Guichen  would  put  to  feaanj 
join  him,  as  he  accordingly  did  with- eighteen  fliips  of  the 
line. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  combined  fouadrons  compelled 
the  Bntifli  admiral  to  continue  inactive,  and  merely  on  the 
defenilve,  till  foine  reinforcements,  daily  expected  from 
England,  Ihould  reach  him,  Thefe  were  fo  late  in  their 
arrival,  that  the  approach  of  that  feafon,  when  hurricane* 
are  generally  expedted,  made  it  neceflary  for  the  fhips  to 
feparate,  as  well  for  their  own  fafety  as  in  order  to  carry 
into  execution  a  variety  of  fervices  which  were  indif- 
penfibly  rieceifary  to  be  provided  for.  Sir  George  hav- 
ing made  up  his  different  detachments  repaired  to 
America,  with  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates, 
Ko  occurrence,  in  the  Imalleft  degree  interefting,  took; 
place  during  the  time  he  continued  on  the  American 
rlation,  froni  whence  he  returned  to  the  Weft  Indies  23 
Coon  as  the  dangerous  feafon,  juft  alluded  to,  was  over. 
It  was,  as  may  be  well  remembered,  attended  this  year 
with  cirepmftances  of  unufual  horror,  which  were  re- 
ported to  the  admiral,  and  general  Vaughan,  the  comman-r 
der-in-chief  of  the  land  forces,  to  have  been  particularly 
definitive  to  the  fortifications  erected  by  the  enemy,  on, 
thetfland  of  St.  Vincent's,  which  they  had  made  thermdves 
matters  of  on  the  firft  commencement  of  hoftilitics  with 
Great  Britain.  The  probability  of  recovering,oneafy  terms, 
fo  valuable  a  ppfTefiion.,  induced  the  joint  commanders  to, 
undertake  art  expedition  again  ft  it,  on  wbicb.  fervice  they  < 
failed  from  Gros  I  (let  Bay  on  December  14.  On  their  ar- 
rival off  the  i  Hand  1  on  the  following  day,  they  found  the 
diftrefs,  to  which  the  enemy  was  reported  as  reduced, 
together  with  the  fuppofed  ruinous  (late  of  thetr  works, 
•nrJiS  extremely  mifreprefe,oted  and  exaggerated :  the  troops^ 
which  w.ere  not,  very  numerous,  were,  however,  landed  t 
ti&  the  inmregnabjlity  pfj  the  energy's  gofitton.  to  fo.  ina- 
dequate 
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■  liequatc  a  force  being  frilly  difcovered,  the  men  were 
immediately  taken  off  without  the  fmalleft  moleftatlon  ; 
fo  that  though  fiiccefs  was  wanting,  that  want  was  not 
attended  with  the  fmalleft  lofs,  or  fupcradded  misfortune. 

A  reinforcement,  confifling  of  (even  (hips  of  the  line, 
arrived  from  England,  early  in  the  year,  under  the  com- 
mand of  rear-admiral  Hood  ;  and  intelligence  of  the 
rupture,  which  had  laken  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  General,  quickly  followed  it.  This  was  ac- 
companied by  inftruftions  for  the  immediate  attack  of  the 
different  Dutch  pofleflions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  parti- 
cularly  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia, which  had  long  become 
the  grand  depot  of  naval  and  military  ftores.  From  hence 
the  wants  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  were  abundantly 
fupplied,  in  defiance  of  all  treaties,  and  violation^ of  every 
thing  like  national  faith.  The  orders  and  information 
jfcft  alluded  to  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  in  the  Childers,  on  the 
17th  vf  January.  On  the  3d  of  February  the  fleet,  with 
a  fufficient  detachment  of  foldiers  on  board,  to  fecure 
conqueft,  appeared  before  the  ifland.  Refiftance  was  not 
even  attempted,  and  the  rock  (for  St.  Euftaiia  is  really  no 
more)  together  with  the  whole  property  it  contained,  to 
the  amount,  as  it  was  faid,  of  nearly  three  millions  fterling, 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain. 

AH  the  effects  found  were  immediately  put,  by  the  com- 
manders-in-chief, fir  George  and  general  Vaughan,  in  a 
ftate  of  confifcation,  as  a  puniihment  for  the  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  had,  in  conjunction  with  the  Dutch  Weft 
India  company,  and  the  merchants  of  Amfterdam,  been,  as 
we  have  before  ft  a  ted,  inaconftant  habit,  during  the  whole 
'  preceding  part  of  the  war,  of  fupplying  the  united  oppo- 
nents of  Britain— the  Americans,  the  French,  and  the 
Spaniards,  with  naval  and  warlike  ftores.  With  this 
perfidious  adiftance,  fo  contrary  to  the  good  faith  of  a. 
neutral  power,  they  were  enabled  to  fuftain  an  offend ve  ' 
war,  which  they  mull  ottierwife  have  been  compelled 
totally  to  abandon,  and  have  been  content  with  acting  on 
the  defenfive  only,  perhaps  not  very  fuccefsfully.  Sir 
George  in  his  difpatches  makes  ufe  of  the  following  very 
ftrong  expreflions  relative  to  the  foregoing  t  ran  factions. 
**  1  moft  fincerely  congratulate  their  lordftiips  on  thft 
fevere  blow  the  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  and  the' 
perfidU 
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perfidious  merchants  of  Amftenlam  have  fuflaincd  by  the 
capture  of  this  ifland."  Generally  fpeafcing,  his  cenT 
fure,  and  perhaps  the  very  vigorous  meafures  he  took, 
were  by  no  means  improper*.  Neverthelefs,  as  in  all 
cafes  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  the  prefent,  perfons  lefs  cri- 
minal mult  be  involved  in  an  equal  diftrefs  with  culprits  of 
the  worft  and  moil  infamous  defcription,  fo  in  this 
inftance  did  thofe  who  boafted  themfelves  of  the  formed 
clafs,  excite  fo  tremendous  a  clamour,  that  Britain,  almoft 
with  an  appearance  of  turning  traitor  to  itfelf,  appeared, 
with  an  unanimity  conformable  only  to  the  fir  i  Sell  patrio- 
tifm,  acquiefcing  in  the  complaints  of  thofe  who  affected 
popularity,  eminence,  and  the  vain  honour  of  becoming 
public  characters,  and  joined  the  caufe  of  the  guilty,  by 
condemning,  unheard,  the  meafures  of  the  Britilh  comman- 
ders. 

The  fubfequent  events  of  the  naval  campaign  in  thil 
part  of  the  world  contributed,  perhaps  in  no  fmafl  degree, 
to  ftrengthen  and  give  fpiritto  thiscenfure.  Sir  George, 
with  two  or  three  (hips  only,  remained  at  St.  Eufiatia,  at 
Was  larcaftically,  and,  perhaps,  untruly  remarked,  merely 
to  fuperintend  the  fale  of  his  prizes.  But  this  calumny 
he  afterwards  very  fairly  refuted,  on  his  return  to  England 
at  trie  clofe  of  the  year,  by  explaining  in  his  place,  as  a 
member  of  the  pritiib  parliament,   the  fprmgs  which 


*  The  private  and  patriotic  opinion  of  fir  George  and  hi)  colleague, 
are  well  explained  by  3  fentence  in  a  fubfequent  difpatch,  dated  St. 
Euflatia,  March  17th, 

"  Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  your  lordlhip  on  the  acquiuiioD  of 
the  two  Dutch  colonies  of  Dcra^rary  and  IIFenuibo,  Upon  the  Spanifli  - 
Main;  and  although  more  colonies  have  fur  rendered  upon  ibe  fup- 
pofed  termi  granted  to  St.  Euflatia,  yet  genera!  Vaughao  and  myfclf 
thought  they  ought  to  be  put  quite  on  a  different  footing,  and  not 
treated  as  an  ifland  ffhofe  inhabitant),  though  belonging  to  a  Sate  who, 
by  public  treaty,  wai  bound  to  alb" (I  Great  Britain  againft  her  avowed 
cnemtci,  had,  neverthelefs,  openly  affifled  her  public  enemy,  and  the 
rebeli  to  her  ftate,  with  every  neceflary  implement  of  war,  and  proti. 
fionj,  perfidioufiy  breaking  thole  ireatiei  ihey  had  fworn  to  maintain." 

N.  B.  With  the  ifland  of  St.  Euflatia  were  captured  one  hundred 
and  fifty  mercham-fhipi  richly  laden,  one  frigate  of  thirty-eight  gum, 
and  five  other  ihipt  and  vcQeli  of  war  of  inferior  confequence,  carry- 
ing from  fourteen  to  twenty.ux  gum.  To  render  the  fitcceb  com* 
plete,  a  convoy,  which  had  failed  for  Europe  under  protection  of  the 
Man,  a  Gary  four  gun  Qaip,  about  thjrtv-n*  bout*  before  the  arrival 
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aQuated  his  conduit.  Having  received  advice  from  Eng- 
land that  a  French  fqtiadron  of  con  fide  rable  force  had 
failed  from  France,  for  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the 
orders  of  the  count  De  GmlTe,  he  detached  rear-admirals 
Hood  and  Drake,  with  eighteen  (hips  of  the  line,  to  in- 
tercept him.  The  intelligence  conveyed  to  him  from 
Europe  unfortunately  was  erroneous,  for  the  force  of  the 
enemy  proved  to  be  far  fuperior  to  the  Britiih  fleet  fent  to 
oppoje  them,  as  it  confided  of  twenty-one  (hips  of  the  line 
in  the  belt  condition.  The  event  was  negatively  unfor- 
tunate, as  the  French  admiral,  by  fuftaining  a  diitant  and 
defenfive  action,  was  enabled  to  make  good  his  patfage 
into  Port  Royal.  Sir  George  inftantly,  on  receiving  in- 
telligence of  the  enemy  having  parried  his  attack,  put  to. 
fea  with  his  two  remaining  mips,  the  Sandwich  and 
-  Triumph,  fending  orders  to  the  Panther  to  join  him  at 
fea,  which  when  effected,  he  proceeded  off  Port  Royal 
with  his  fquadron,  to,  offer  battle  to  the  enemy  with  a 
force  of  twenty-one  (hips  of  ihe  line. 

The  count, notwithftanding  he  out-numbered  fir  George, 
by  feveral  mips,  iifed  every  poffibje  manoeuvre  to  avoid  an 
aclion,  and  by  a  feint  attacked  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  in 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May.  After  a  failure  in 
that  attempt,  which  was  repocfented  by  (he  court  of  VerT 
failles  as  by  no  means  intended  in  a  furious  light,  the 
enemy,  after  a  defultory  previous  aflault,  fell,  with  their 
whole  force,  on  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  which  furrendered 
to  them,  without  much  refinance,  on  ti>e  2d  of  June-  Sir 
George,  with  a  fleet  inferior  in  number  by  three  mips, 
purfued  them  on  the  firft  notice  of  their  attack.  Their 
Iticcefs,  at  juft  related,  had  already  taken  place;  and, 
notwithftanding  their  fuperiority  in  numbers,  the  enemy 
continued  to.manifeft  every  difpofition,  every. intention  of 
avoiding  an  action.  Sir  George  confidcring  the  ma* 
aceuvres  of  the  French  admiral  as  merely  intended  to 


of  fir  George,  wai  purfued  by  a  {"mail  detachment  under  capftia 
RmioM*,  now  lord  Ducie,  and  the  whole  of  them  captured.  In  rile- 
tatobtfc  of  M*y,  foon  after  iniclligtnte  of  the  foregoing  fiieaefi  Ivai 
received  m  England,  his  tnsjafly  wai  pleafed  to  fcttte  an  wimiity  of 
unci.,  peraanim  •rrfir  Gtncgoj  5<tw>),  on  jady  Rodney,  1000I-  o* 
tab  d  ckft  fom,  and  feat  on  cach.«f  the  vowJger  chi  hire*, 

.  .    ...,..:'.:.=" '.2...     '.,,:',■.   '.*•# 


,v  Google 


NAViVI  0MICK«.OF(HIA1>  BftltAIlt.        44f 

decoy  hittx  info  the  Channel  between  Grenada  and"  the 
Spapifli  main,  where  the  Britith  deet  would,  in,  alt- pro-' 
hablJiiy,  been  driven  far  to  leeward  by.  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  a&ed- with- proper  caution  to  avoid  falling  into-* 
foare,  which  might  have  endangered  the  fafety  of'  the' 
other  colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  (till  appertaining' 
to  Britain. 

The  enemy  on  their  part  perfevering  in.  the  line  of  con-, 
dufli  thay.  had  before  displayed  of  avoiding,  all  content 
where  fuccefs  was-  in  the  fmalleft'  dagree  doubtful,  the' 
ftort  remainder  of  the  feafon  pafled  on  without  affording, 
any,  occurrence  worthy  our. remembrance.  When  th*. 
approach  of  the  hurricane  months,  and  the  departure  of. 
the  French  admiral  .tor  America,  madeit  agairi-.neceflary.for. 
the  Brit  Mb- naval  force  to  proceed'  thither,  fir  George  re- 
lignod'the command  of  the  fleet  to  fir  Samuel  Hood,  and* 
fttifting.  his  flag  to  the  Gibraltar,  which  Ihip  needed  fomar, 
considerable,  repairs,  failed  for.  England,  where .  hci 
arrived'atithe'Clofedf  the yeary  though, ina. very  indirrerenF 
ita4aof>  health,  for  therecovery  of  whichhehad'returned'.' 
His  conduct  during  the  preceding  unfuccefKul  j  and  ia. 
romc;dcgrce.  difaftraus  campaign,  became  the.  immediate) 
fubjecVof  enquiry  in,  trm-  home  of  commons.;  but  hoi 
appears. to  have  very  honourably  acquitted  hjmfelf,  by 
completely  refuting  every  particular  of  the  charge  ad- 
duced again  it  him  *"; 

On. 

*'  After  >  Dmrt  preface  he  fai d,  tbit  vfaen  be  appeared '  before  St . 
EbfUtia  it  wai  for   lire  pi       '  .-—.,, 

esemy,  and.wiilr  the  fixed  ; 
inhfibuanii.  The  Batch,  though  nominally  the  friendi  of  ihia ; 
country,  had,'  during  the  courfc  of  hit  command  in  the  Weft  Indict, 
b«cn  the,  friends  of  our.  enemies.  To  punith  and  check. both,  no- 
thing had  appeared  more  effcQaai  than  the  rcdufiion  of  an  idand,'  the 
inhabitant)  of  which  were  animated  with  a  rooted  averlion  to  uj,  and,. 
the  nrnftrordral  regard  for  out  enemies.  Among  thofe  inhabitant! 
then  were  rasny,  who,. while  the)'  called  themfelvci  Englifhrnen, 
were  net  afliamed  to  difgrace  themfelvci  and  their  country,  by  affiQinB, 
her  encmtii  with  the  meant  to  wound  her :  futli  people  deferved  no . 
favour,  and  to  them  he  had  refolded  to  fhew  none.  But  when  he  icircd. 
all  the  property  on,  the  ifland  it  was  not  for  his  own  ufc,  it  the  time 
and  ever  finoe  ho  thought  it  would  all  belong  to  the  king,  and 'that  it. 
«M  hfi  duty  .to  Tee  the  moft  made  of  it  to  carry  into  the  public  iim, 
fife;  hc.wimednot  for  a  tolling  of  it:  he  had  no  other  idea  a,t  ibat' 


,v  Google 


'  321  LIVB3  AMD  CHARACTEIS  O* 

On  the  6th  of  November  he  was  advanced',  on  die  death 

of  the  late  lord  Hawfae,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  Great 

Britain, 

time  but  tint  the  whole  belonged  of  right  lo  kit  country,  ind  there* 
Core  in  all  be  bid  done  for  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  that  properly,  it  waa 
for  hii  country,  and  uot  for  himfrlf,  that  he  had  been  ading.  The 
hmourabU  member*  charged  him  with  having  fuffered  the  floret,  pro- 
vifioni,  &c.  to  be  carried  into  the  enemy's  porta,  directly  or  ciicuit- 
ouOy,  through  the  neutral  iQandt;  but  this  waa  IHi  »m  atvEKse 
Of  rtutH,  for  he  hid  given  orders  that  none  of  the  floret  or  pro* 
viGoni  ftould  be  fold,  but  Tent  to  his  majcfly'i  yard  a(  Antigua.  Sw 
Ariel  had  be  been  in  this  refpeft,  tbat  be  wai  not  fatiified  with  exa- 
mining the  clearance  of  every  Ihip  that  wen  tout,  but  caufed  her  to  anchar 
under  hii  (tern,  ibat  fhe  might  be  examined  by  cormnifTioned  officer., 
asd  if  (be  -bad  more  provihoni  on  board  than  were  neceflary  for  the  , 
voyage  they  were  alwayi  taken  out.  So  much  for  the  manner  of  fale 
and  to nfif cation  of  property  belonging  to  people  who  had  fupplied 
the  Americana  with  every  article  neceUary  for  fitting  out  a  {hip,  they 
tbemftlves  being  barely  able  to  build  the  hull  and  put  in  the  maut. 
He  had  been  charged  with  remaining  inactive  for  three  month*  at 
St.  Eufiatia:  hit  anfwer  war,  that  he  had  in  that  time  planned  two 
expedition*  which  he  waijufi  on  the  point  of  carrying  into  execution, 
the  one  again!)  Curacoa,  the  other  again!)  Surinam,  when  be  received 
advice  from  the  commander  of  a  convoy,  by  a  quick  failing  veflel,  that 
he  had  fcen  ten  or  twelve  French  fail  of  the  line,  with  about  fevrnty 
tnnfpotti,  fleering  for  Martinique,  and  tbat  he  had  kept  them  in 
fight  for  two  dan.  Thi*  intelligence  made  him  renounce  bit  dcGgna 
again!)  the  Dutch  (cttlemcnta,  and  he  difpatched  fir  Samuel  Hood,  with 
fifteen  fail  of  the  line,  to  cruife  in  the  track  of  Martinique.  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  wai  at  good  an  officer,  if  not  a  better,  than  himfelf,  and 
therefore  there  wai  no  crime  in  difpatcbing  him  on  tbat  fervice,  and  he 
thought  fifteen  thipi  were  quite  able  to  fight  ten  or  twelve.  Unforta- 
nately  the  intelligence  had  not  been  true  with  refpect  to  the  real  number 
of  the  enemy  J  and  Gr  Samuel  had  been  driven  fo  far  10 leeward,  that  he 
could  not  prevent  the.  fhipa  in  Fort  Royal  from  getting  cut  to  join 
De  Grade.  Thii,  however,  waa  not  a  fault,  it'wai  unavoidable.  Hia 
inflruBions  had  been  good.  He  had  ordered  the  ifland  to  be  blocked1 
Up,  and  that  frigate)  Ihould  be  Rationed  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  fifty  leagues  from  the  fhorc  in  the  track  of  the  enemy. 

As  to  tbe  fbipi  he  bad  detained  at  St.  Euftaiia,  the  Sandwich  and 
the  Triumph,  were  at  tbe  time  in  fo  bad  a  condition  that  he  intended 
to  fend  ibem  home  with  the  fir!)  convoy. 

Ai  Toon  ai  he  beard  of  tbe  affair  between  fir  Samuel  Hood  and  the 
comte  De  Graffe,  he  joined  the  fleet  with  a  determined  refolution  to 
renew  the  aflton,  if  the  enemy  would  give  him  a  fair  opportunity  of 
doing  it.  Witcn  the  French  lauded  at  St.  Lucia  be  undoubtedly 
would  have  bad  tbe  deGrcd  opportunity  to  come  to  action,  if  intelli- 


d  have  had  tbe  deGrcd  opportunity  to  come  to  action, 
e  had  not  been  conveyed  to  the  enemy  that  he  was  a; 
A  letter  had  been  fent  to  monfieur  De  Graffe  with  that 


gence  had  nut  been  conveyed  to  the  enemy  that  he  was  approaching, 
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Britain,  and  lieutenant  of  the  navies  and  feat  thereof; 
and  was,  In  a  few  days  afterwards,  reappointed  to  the 

.  i  duplicate  of  it.  fooo  followed  s  the  firfl  reached  its  tddref*,  the 
second  dm  intercepted;  the  contents  were,  that  the  Englifb  were 
doubling  Guadeloupe,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  would  be  upon  the 
French  admiral  with  their  whole  force.'  Thi»  put  an  end  to,  what 
comic  De  Graflc  called  hit  feint  againft  St.  Lucia,  for  before  day-break 
he  embarked  the  troopi,  and  failed  away. 

With  regard  to  Tobago,  u  foot!  at  he  heard  It  had  been  attacked 
be  immediately  lent  rear-admiral  Drake  with  ai*  fail  of  the  line  to 
relieve  ii.  Thi*  he  thought  a  fufficient  force,  ai  he  uudertlood  that 
the  dc fee iit  had  been  covered  only  by  two  or  three  fhipt  of  the  line; 
■he  fix  he  foot  againft  them  were  the  bed  failera,  in  the  bell  condition 
of  any  in  bia  Seel,  and  all  copper-bottomed.  When  he  found  iliir 
whole  of  the  enemy's  Sect  wat  at  fea  he  wai  obliged  to  watch  their 
motion!;  they  endeavoured  to  allure  bim  10  leeward,  but  if  be  had 
attempted  to  follow  tlicm  Barbadoes  would  have  fallen;  be  there- 
fore waa  obliged  to  keep  >o  windward,  (till  determined ,10  fuctour  the 
iiland.  He  dif patched  to  Tobago  three  officers  in  three  different  vef- 
feli ;  two  of  them  fell  into  the  hand*  of  the  enemy,  the  third  got  to 
thehoufc  of1  a  planter,  and  there,  to  hi*  great  furprixe,  learned  that 
the  ilia  nd  had  fur  rendered  two  day*  before.  It  was  further  told  by  him 
that  10,000  men  could  not  retake  it ;  it  thl*  time  the  two  fleet*  wen 
in  fight  of  the  idand.  Ai  to  the  charge  brought  by  the  governor  of 
Tobago,  all  he  would  add  10  what  he  bad  already  laid,  was,  that  the 
gum  he  had  lent  the  yen  before,  for  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  bad 
never  been  mounted.  Ai  10  the.  difailer  in  America,  he  would  tell  the 
buufe  what  Sep*  he  had  taken  to  prevent  it.  He  had  fent  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief at  Jamaica,  ordering  him  to  detach  the  Prince  William 
and  Torbay  to  America  with  the  greateft  difpatch ;  and  he  had  fent  alfo  to. 
the  commander-in-chief  in  America,  deiiring  he  would  collect  his  whole 
force  and  meet  him.  with  it  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia;  requeuing  him, 
that  if  he  could  not  meet  him  be  would  let  him  know  it  by  one  of  hi* 
frigates  No  anfwer, however,  had  been  fent  to  himortofirS.  Hood, 
for  he  himfelf  was  lb  ill  that  he  wa*  coming  home.  He  had  fent 
twice  to  the  admiral  at  Jamaica,  and  three  times  to  the admiral  at  New 
York.  One  of  his  three  difpatches  mi  (carried,  the  vcflcl  that  conveyed 
it  being  forced  on  (bore  by  fomc  privateers :  and  from  that  circum- 
stance fit  bad  learned,  always  io  future,  10  keep  copic*  of  every  dif- 
patch, for  of  that  be  had  none-  If  the  admiral  in  America  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  fir  Samuel  Hood  near  the  Chefapcak,  the 
probability  was,  that  De  Graflc  would  have  been  defeated,  and  the 
fur  render  of  lord  CornWalli*  prevented. 

The  laft  charge  was,  that  he  hid  brought  home  the  Gibraltar.  The 
faft  was,  (he  was  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  he  had  not  'jceo  without 
his  fear*  be  fliould  not  have  been  able  to  have  got  her  home,  for 
by  fomc  error  at  Plymouth,  before  fhe  went  out  laft,  a  part  of  the 
iroo  of  the  rudder  had  been  wafted  from  the  fize  of  hit  arm  to  that  of 
his  finger;  and  though  perhaps  the  fined  two  decker  in  the  world,  it 
waa  with  difficulty  fhe  wat  prelctved. 

Wtft 
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We»  fndia  corrmflrndi  Hir  in'  OTrrfajuerlte'  Hdiftta*  Hi* 
•  lag  on  board  the  Arrogant;  from  which-  flirp  he'  fridn" 
afterwards  removed  into  The  Formidable",  a"  fecond  fatev 
Ho  proceeded  for-  the  Weft  indie*  with  a  ftjuadron  of 
twelve  lhips  of  the  line,  and,  *ft«f  mining  with  fir 
Samuel  Hood;  bemg  jbrned  By  fom'e  other  fliips  difpatched 
after  him  from  England,  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  fleet  confiding  of  thirty-fix  (hips  of  the  line.  The  (hips' 
from  Europe  having  recruited  their  water,  firGeorge  put 
to  fea  with  his  wholeforce,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  feme" 
Reinforcements  for  the  French  fleet,  which  were  then 
daily  expected  from  Europe.  In'  this  he  was  difappointed,- 
and  on  receiving  information  of  thofe  getting  into  Port' 
'Royal,  he  returned  toGrofs  Ifiet  Bay,  in  theiflandof  St. 
Auciay  from  whence  he  might  be  better  able  to  keep  a" 
watchful  eye  on  the  French  fleet;  than  he  could  by 
Continuing  to  cruife.  '  The  count  De  Grade  .  put 
to  fea  on  the  8th  of  April,  and  fir  George  purfuing  him1 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  Came  up-  with  his  fleet'  tinder1 
theiflandof  Dominica;  The,  French acting  with  that; 
caution  and  attention  to  avoiding  a  general  action  whitfi 
uniformly  marked  their  conduct,  a  partial  action  only- took 
place  for  that  time  ;  but  the  Brit  tin  fleet  continuing1  to' 

Sirfue  one  of  the  enemy's  fliips  difabled  irr tfe -former"' 
trmifh,  it  was  left  fo  far  aftern  that  it  wis  very  evident', 
without  fpeedy  and  effectual  fuccour,  it  mult  have  fallen- 
into  the-  hands  of  fir  George.  The  count  De  Grafley  irl1 
hopes  of  rescuing  it,  and  (till  prefcrving  his  defehfive* 
lyrtem  of  action,  bore  down  with  much  apparent  refolu- 
tion.  He  approached;  however,  fo  neat,  that  fir  George/ 
ftund  himfelf  enabled,  after  an  heavy  cannonade  between' 
the  two  fleets-in  palling  each  other  on  -contrary  tacks  j  to* 
weather  the  enemy  and  force  them  to  an  action;  which' 
ended  not  till,  as'the  admiral  exprefled  himfelf,  the  letting.' 
ftin  put  arl  end  to  the  conteft.  rhe  victory  was  complete' 
and  decifive ;  the  French  commander-in-chief  himfelf  in- 
the  Ville  de  Paris,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns;  together1 
with  the  Giorieux\  the  Ccfar,  the  Hector,  of  fevehty- 
ftnir  guns  each ;  arid  the  Ardent  of  fixty:fotir,  were"  cap- 
tured; befides  one  fhip  of  feventy-four  guns  funk  in  the 
encounter.  This  fignal  fuccefs  is  laid  to  have  been' 
principally  owing  touW-fkiUulmanasuvre,  till  that  time1 
itt*fr/ 
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.  pearly  new  in  practice,  of  breaking  through  the  enemies 
line,  which  was  executed  about  the  middle  of  the  aftion. 
As  Toon  as  the  principal  and  moft  urgent  damages  fulrained 
by  the  fleet  were  repaired,  fir  Samuel  Hood  was  detached, 
with  twelve  fliips  of  the  line,  round  the  ifland  of  Porto 
Rico,  through  the  Mona  PafTage,  in  purfuit  of  fuch  fugi- 
tives as  might  have  taken  that  route.  He  was  fo  fuccefs- 
ful  when  proceeding  to  Cape  Tiberoon,  which  was  the  ap- 
pointed place  of  rendezvous,  that  he  captured  two  (hips  of 
fixty.four  guns,  a  frigate  of  thirty-two,  and  a  corvette*.  ' 
This  fuperadded  fnccefs,  joined  10  the  lofs  of  one  or  two 
fliips  of  the  line,  which  foundered  or  were  wrecked 
in  attempting  their  efcape,  under  Vandme.il,  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, diminilhed  the  French  fleet  to  nine  or  ten  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  two  veifels  of  fmaller  rate.  Sir  George  pur- 
fuing  hiscourfe  with  fuch  part  of  his  force  as  had  fuflained 
the  greateft  damage  in  the  preceding  action,  joined  rear- 
admiral  Hood  on  the  26(h  of  April  off  Cape  Tiberoon  ; 
BntT  having  left  that  gentleman  with  a  very  Itrong  force  to 
cmife,  proceeded  with  the  remainder  to  Port  Royal, 
where  he  arrived  in  fafety  on  the  29th  of  the  fame 
month.  .    ' 

The  intelligence  of  this  important, defeat  was  received 
in  England  with  an  unanimous  and  almoft  frantic  joy, 
for  the  people,  dlfpirited  by  the  c.onqiiefts  of  the  enemy  in, 
former  years,  could  fcarccly  dirpoffirfs  themfelves  of  a 
fear  that  they  would  be  repeated,  and  that  their  fleet 
would  continue,  in  crTtcV,  to  ride  triumphant  in  thofe  feas, 
by  their  extreme  and  too  fuccefsful  camion  in  preventing 
the  Brittlh  admiral  from  fully  doling  with,  and  bringing 
them  to  a  decifive  aflion.  Previous  to  its  arrival  the  recal 
0/ fir  George  had  been  determiiied  on  by  the  new  admi- 
niftmion,  the  greater  part- trf- who (m  mwwbw -bad -been 
his  opponents  and  accusers  on  the.  St-  Eultaiia  coniro- 
verfy.  His  fucceiibr,  admiral  Pigot,  was  not  only  ap- 
pointed, but  had  actually  embarked  and  failed  on  board 
the  Jupiter  to  take  upon  him  his  command;   fo  that, 

*  There  Qiips  were  not  prefent  in  the  preceding  adion,  having 
been  detached,  a  day  or  two  before  il  look  plate,  10  Cape  Francois, 
but  were  bedimed  on  their  paflage,  and  uvertaktn  u  we  have  Ibewn 

Vol.  V.  P  though 
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though  an  exprefs  ordering  him  to  return  was  immediately 
difyatched  to  Plymouth,  it  came  too  late  to  effect  its 
purpofe.  Siiccefs,  as  is  almovr.  invariably  the  cafe,  railed 
fir  George  from  that  indifferent  rank  in  the  public  opinion 
fnwhichhehadbeenhefdforfometimc.throughtheclamour 
ofthofe  who  condemned  his  chaihfemeni  of  the  Dutch,  and 
he  became  wired  on  an  inftant  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of 
popularity.  The  people  adored  him  *,  minifters  carefled 
.  film,  and  the  fovereign  ennobled  him,  for  he  was  advanced, 
by  patent  bearing  date  June  the  19th,  tjit,  to  the  rank 
of  a  peer  of  Great  Britain  by  the  title  of  baron  Rodney, 
of  Rodney  Stoke,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet.  For  the 
better  fupport  of  this  dignity,  and  as  a  more  fubftantial 
remuneration  for  the  Cervices  juft  ft  a  ted,  the  houfe  of 
commons,  on  the  I  ft  of  July  following,  voted  a  penfiOn  of 
26oot.  ftr  annum,  fettling  it  not  onfy  on  his  loTdfhip 
but  on  fuch  as  iliould  afterwards  fucceed  to  and  enjoy 
the  title. 

Nothing  occurred  material  enough  to  demand  our  parti- 
cular notice  during  the  time  of  his  lord  [hip's  continuance 
In  the  Weft  Indies,  from  whence  he  returned  foon  after 
Mr.  Pigot's  arrival.  Having  fluffed' '  his  flag  into  the 
Montague,  of  feventy-four  guns,  he  failed  from  Port 
Royal  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  arrived,  without  meeting 
with  any  extraordinary  occurrence;  at  the  Cove  of  Cork,- 
dn  the  7th  of  September.  After  this  time  his  lordihip 
never  took  upon  him  any  command,  or  interfered  in 
public  bufinefs  farther  than  by  his  occasional  attendance  to 
his  duty  as  a  peer  iw  parliament.  He  died  in  London  on 
the  24th  of  May,  1 792 1.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add  any 
'     ,  obferva- 


*  A  column,  and  other  aionnmenia  were  creeled  at  the  expence  of 
private  individual!,  and  funis  were  coltefled  alfo,  by  public  fubferip- 
tions,  10  perpetuate  the  memory  of  hii  viflory.  At  Spanifh  town, 
jn  Jamaica,  a  temple  w«  built,  at  a  very  great  expence,  for  the  ei« 
prcfj  purpofe  of  receiving  hit  (tame.  In  (hort,  hononri  fo  great 
were  never  before  that  lime  paid  to  any  commander  whatever. 

f  We  derive  from.  Collins  the  following  heraldic  in  formal  ion  re- 
fpeainfc  hit  tordmip. 

"  On  February  a,   1753,  he  wai  married  to  hit  fiift  wife,  Jane, 

daughter  of  Charles  Compton,  eTq.  and  filler  to  Spencer,  earl  of 

Northampton.     She  died  io  January  Vj$f,  and  waa  buried  at  Old: 

Alresfoid, 
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obCervation  on  the  character  of  this  noble  lord:  bis  me- 
moirs, which  we  trull  we  have  very  impartially  given, 
Will  flirnifh  the  reader  with  very  fitfficient  opportunity  of 
arranging  it  in  his  own  mind.  Thus  far  we  lhall  beg  briefly 
to  remark,  thit  though  he  was  condemned  by  fome  he  expe- 
rienced no  harder  fate  than  has  befallen  many  of  his  very 
brave  cotemporaries.  Applauded,  as  we  have  Teen  him,  by 
a  much  greater  number,  his  merit  mull  be  in  fome  degree 
admitted,  as  it  enabled  him  to  Hem  completely  a 
torrent  of  cenfure,  which  though  probably  not  entirely 
undeferved,  was  at  leaft  unwarrantably  exaggerated,  and 
induftrioufly  propagated  by  every  art,  fome  of  them  of  the 
meaneft  kind,  which  the  malignity  of  his  enemies  could 
invent. 

One  of  his  mod  powerful  opponents,  on  a  motion 
made  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  ex-mimftry  to  cenfure 
thofe  who  advifed  the  recal  of  the  admiral,  declared,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  an  extraordinary  and  peculiar 
Rile  of  infulting  panegyric,  *•  That  he  would  advife  his 
friends  to  leave  matters  as  they  then  Hood  ;  his  late  glo- 
rious victory  had  hulhed  the  murmurs  which  had  To  much 
prevailed  againft  him  for  his  conduct  at  St.  Euftatia; 
but  that  if  mi  (lifters  were  prefied  on  the  fcore  of  their  ill— 
ufuage  of  the  admiral,  they  muft  of  necefllty  expofe  that 
which  they  wilhed  to  bury  in  oblivion."  In  the  former 
part  of  his  fpeech  the  fame  gentleman  was  indecent  enough 
to  make  the  following  altufions  which,  in  bare  juftice  to 
his  lordfhip's  character,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  animad- 
vert on  and  condemn  in  the  moft  decided  manner.  "There 
are  cafes  (Paid  he)  in  which  it  would  be  neither  wife  nor 


Alietford,  Hampfhire  :  hiving  had  ifltie  one  daughter,  Jut,  who 
died  an  Infant,  and  wai  buried  it  Old  AlresTord  ;  and  two  foot,  ifl. 
George,  who  fucceeded  to  the  title;  and,  ad.  Jam  en,  who  commanded 
the  Ferret  iloop  of  war,  and  wai  loll  at  Tea  in  Auguft  1776,  unmar- 

"  Hi*  lotdlhip  married,  fecondly,  Henrietta,  daughter  of  John 
Cliei,  of  Lilbon,  merchant.  Their  iffue  ate,  two  Tom  and  four 
daughters,  viz.  John,  horn  May  10,  1765,  now  a  captainin  the  royal 
Davy;  Jane,  bom  Decetqber  84,  1766;  Henrietta,  horn  jinnary 
17,  and  biptiwd  February  18,  1769 ;  Margaret  Ann,  burn,  at  Pari*, 
in  May  1776;  Sarah,  born  May — ,  1780;  and  Edward,  bom  June  , 
17,  and  baptifed  Jaly  I,  1703." 

P  2  prudent, 
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prudent,  in  adminiftration,  to  declare  the  caufes  of  anT 
meafure  like  that  at  prefent  under  difcnflion,  for  though 
a"  commander  might  have  the  hearts  of  the  people,  yet, 
poflibly,  fuch  a  man  might  prove  a  traitor  and  render  his 
recal  neceilary,  when  it  might  be  imprudent  to  give  the 
caufe  of  it  to  the  world."  The  infmnation  here  intended 
is  too  dark,  too  dcfpicable,  to  require  any  refutation  or 
anfwer;  nor  mould  we  have  mentioned  it  but  for  the 
purpofe  of  mowing  to  what  bafc  lengths  the  influence  of' 
party  and  political  prejwdice  will  force  the  human  mind. 
His  lordfhip,  however,  had  the  fatisiaelion  of  feeing  his- 
popularity  rife  fuperior  to  the  malignant  malice  of  his 
enemies,  on  which  alone  was  grounded  the  whole  of  his 
perfecution.  We  may  conclude  our  account  with, 
briefly  obferving,  that  though  in  private  life  he  pou'efTed 
a  contempt  of  money,  which  led  him  into  extravagancies 
and  difficulties  fvarcely  juftifiabie,  or  pitiable,  yet  tbofe 
Very  *di  ftreiles  appear  to  have  carried  with  them  a  fufficient. 
punifhment  to  render  all  pofthumous  cenfijre  wnneceflary. 
Even  his  moft  violent  opponents  mull  admit,  that  no 
commander  ever' yet  lived  who  had  the  good  fortune  to 
atchieve  fo  many  notable  fervices,  or  reduce  and  deftroy, 
by  the  fleet  under  his  immediate  command,  fo  great  * 
number  of  the  enemy's  ihips*. 

SMITH,  Elliot, — was,  in  the  year  1741,  commander 
of  the  Fly  Hoop  of  war,  a  velfel  on  the  Lifbon  ftation. 
In  the  month  of  November  he  captured  and  carried  into 
the  Tagus  a  large  Spanifh  tranfport,  with  ordnance  ftores 
and  fome  foldicrs,  which  is  the  city  mention  we  find  made 
of  him  while  thus  employed.  On  the  25th  of  February, 
1741-2,  he  was  promoted  to  be  capiain  of  the  Advice,  a 
fifty-gun  fhip.  He  was  not  lonE;  afterwards  ordered  to. 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  returned  from  thence  fn  the  month 
of  January,  1744.  He  retained  that  command  beyond  even 
that  time,  if  we  may  credit  a  lift  of  the  navy  made  out 
about  the  end  of  174?.  in  which  his  name  is  inferied  as 
then  continuing  to  hold  it.     We  do  not,  however,  find 


*  Three  admirals.  One  Spsnilh,  [he  don  Juan  de  I.anj^ta ;  one- 
Dutch,  rear-admiral  *»n  Binkej  ;  one  French,  ihc  comte  de  Grade,  to- 
gether with  eighteen  flnpi  of  ihc  line,  and  nearly  at  many  frigatesanA 
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*ny  other  mention  made  of  him ;  nor,  indeed,  do  we 
know  whether  he  ever  obtained  any  firbfequent  command. 
In  1758  he  retired  altogether  from  the  fervice,  on  being 
appointed  one  of  the  captairfs-in  Greenwich -hofpital.  He 
died  there  on  the  31ft  of  March  1769. 

STEVENS,  Charles. — This  gentleman  was,  in  1737, 
lieutenant  of  the  Falmouth,  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns,  ordered 
for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  with  a  fmall  fijuadron  fent  thither 
under  Mr.  Anfon.  When  they  arrived  at  Madeira  the 
route  of  this  (hip  was  changed,  in  confluence  of  private 
tnftru&ions  to  the  commodore,  and  failed  for  Jamaica. 
In  the  paffage  his  captain,  whofename  we  have  not  been 
able  to  afcertain  with  precifion,  having  acted  improperly, 
was  confined  by  Mr.  Stevens,  who  carried  the  lhip  to  her 
place  ofdeftination.  It  is  not  improbable  he  remained  dh 
that  flation,  as  we  find  him  promoted  there,  by  Mr.  Vernon, 
in  I74l>  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander,  of 
the  Cumberland  fireftiip*.  Gn'the  nth  of  January,' 
174.1-2,  he  was  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Ludlow 
Cattle,  a  (hip  of  forty-four  guns,  on  the  fame  Ration. 
He  was  ordered  from  thence,  with  a  fleet  of  merchant* 
(hips  under  his  convoy,  in  the  autumn  following ;  but 
having  met  with  a  violent  gale  of  wind  ou  the  8th  of 
October,  was  obliged  to  put  back  to  Antigua  for  the  pur-5 
pofe  of  refitting,  and  afterwards  repaired  to  England. 

He  continued  in  the  Ludlow  Cattle,  or  out  of  com. 
million  for  fome  time  after  his  return  to  England ; 
hut  in  September  1744,  was  promoted  to  the  Port*. 
land,  of  fifty  guns.  He  appears  to  have  been  principally 
.  employed  as  a  cruller ;  and,  in  the  month,  of  February, 
1745-6,  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in -with  and  capture  a 
French  (hip  of  war,  mounting  fifty  guns:  the  circunv 
flanc«  of  which  action  are  thus  related  by  himfelf. 

*'  Go  the  9th  inttant,  at  four  in  tlie  afternoon,  Scilly 
bearing  N.  fay  W.  diltance  twenty-feven  leagues,  in  the 
latitude  of  49.  00.'  N.  with  his  maiefty's  fhip  Portland 
under  my  command,  I  engaged  the  Aug'uft,  a  French  fhip 
of  war  of  fifty  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  feventy  men. 

*  Some  account*  make  thii  10  hwc  been  a  captain  Richard  Steven*, 
wb«  never  role  to  an  higher  rank  than  that  of  a  commander,  and  we 
believe  them  to  be  true. 

P3  After 
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After  two  hours  and  a  half  clofe  aflioa  flic  (truck, 
having  fifty  men  killed  and  ninety-four  wounded,  all 
her  mails  (o  fluttered  that  they  went  by  the  board,  and  to 
many  fhot  in  the  hull,  that,  with  the  late  hard  eafterly 
wind,  I  was  obliged  to  put  away  with  her  before  it  one 
hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward,  and  am  now  towing  her 
for  Kyuioutn,  Scilly  bearing  E.  N.  E.  ninety-five  leagues. 
My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  braved  gallantry, 
and  were  greatly  rejoiced  to  have  met  fo  equal  a  force,  to 
try  the  ftreogth  ot  hit  majefly's  arms.  We  have  loft 
three  fcamea  and  two  marines  killed,  with  feven  feanierj 
and  fix  marines  wounded;  my  Handing  and  running  tig- 
sing  almoft  fhot  away;  (landing- malt  and  fore -top -maft 
wounded,  but  not  difabled;  main-yard  quite  deftroyed  :  I 
am  now  making  another,  and  as  the  wind  is  now  letting  in' 
welUrlr,  I  hope  Toon  to  add  to  his  majefly's  fleet  a  new 
(hip  which  Jails  very  well  *. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

"  Charles  Ste-vens." 

He  arrived  at  Plymouth  in  fitfety,  With  his  prize,  a  few 
days  afterwards ;  but  we  do  not  find  him  any  more  parti- 
cularly noticed  till  the  year  1747-  In  June  1745.  hewas 
oneofthemembersofthecourt-mart'ral.heldatPortfmouth, 
oncapt.  Green  of  the  Lizard  (loop:  when,  (till  continuing 
in  the  fame  (hip,  we  find  him  one  of  the  captains  under 
the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Hawke,  concerned  in  the  glo- 
rious defeat  and  capture  of  the  French  fquadron  under 
L'Etendiere/  He  continued  under  the  fame  flag  during 
the  enfuing  winter,  the  fquadron  having  kept  out  at  fea  as 
much  as  poflible  to  dlfftefs  the  French  trade,  which  was 
deprived  of  fupport  by  the  almoft  total  annihilation  of;he 
marine  of  that  country.  On  the  laft  day  of  January  the 
Portland,  together  with  the  Nottingham,  commanded  by 
captain  Harland,  gavechace,  byafignal  from  the  admiral, 

*  The  fallowing  extraordinary  anecdote  ii  related  concerning  th» 

"  A  woman  on  board  the  Angvfl  behaved  mod  heroically,  far 
though  the  men  in  frveral  inftancci  ran  from  their  grini,  Ac,  dif- 
playing  the  contrary  fpitit,  continued  to  fight,  and  aftually  difcharged 
her  rauftet  fix  timei  after  (be  wai  wounded," 

Letter  from  on  bows"  the  Portland. 
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M  a  fail  feen  in  (he  *otth-w«ft  rjwrter.  The  Portland, 
being  the  fternmoft  (hip,  could  not  get  up  to  fupport  he> 
confort  till  the  had  been  engaged  near  an  hour  with  thjt 
chace,  which  was  now  found  10  be  a  French  (hip  of  war, 
mounting  feventy-four  sunt.-  The  fea  ran  fo  high  as  to 
render  it  impracticable  for  either  parry  to  open  their  lower 
ports,  and  poftponed  the  furrender  of  the  French  (hip  till 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Notwithstanding  the  length 
of  the  foregoing  encounter  the  Portland,  partly  owing  tp 
the  circumflance  juft  ftated,  and  in  a  greater  degree, 
perhaps,  to  the  judgment  of  captain  Stevens,  in  keeping 
conftantiy  on  the  quarter  of  the  enemy,  the  Portland 
had  only  four  men  wounded.  Mr.  Stevens  continued  \ji 
the  Portraud  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  and  is  faid 
to  have  been  reappointed  to  that  fhip  in  the  month  of 
January,  1748. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1749,  we  find  him  one  of  ihe 
members  of  the  court-martial  affembled  for  the  trial  of 
captain  Obrien  Dudley,  of  the  Chefterfield ;  lieutenant 
Couchrhan,  and  others.  He  was  at  that  rime  captain  of  , 
the  Tyger.  The'next  fhip  he  commanded  was  the  Litch- 
field; but,  till  the  early  part  of  the  year  1755,  we  find 
no  particular  mention  made  of  him.  It  was  intended  he 
Ihould  have  hoifted  a  broad  pendant,  but  without  a  cap- 
tain under  him,  and  proceeded  commander-in-chief  to  the 
Leeward  1  (lands ;  the  appearance  of  a  rupture  with  France, 
caufed,  however,  a  new  arrangement.  He  was  in  a  very 
fhort  time  after  this  promoted  to  the  Orford,  in  which  he 
captured,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Efperance,  of 
feventy-four  guns,  of  which  encounter  we  do  not  believe 
any  official  account  was  ever  given. 

In  1757,  having  hoifted  a  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Elizabeth,  he  was  appointed  commodore  of  a  fmajl 
fquaiiron  ordered  to  the  Kail  Indies  as  a  reinforcement  to 
the  Britilh  armament  there.  He  proceeded  to  Bom- 
bay, where,  having  waited  for  the  change  of  the  monfoon  ' 
artil  refitted  his  (hips,  he  failed  for  Madrafs,  where  he  did 
not  arrive  till  the  22dof  March,  1758,  having  been  much 
retarded  by  contrary  winds  off  Ceylon.  The  leading 
part  iculars  of  his  fervice,  while  fecond  in  command,  have 
been  already  unavoidably  related  in  the  life  of  fir  George 
P4  Pocock, 
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Pocock,  to  which  we  beg  to  refer",  dating  only,  that  na 
"man  could  have  more  bravely,  diligently,  and  actively 
fecdhded  the  views  and  efforts  of  his  principal  Commander 
j  than  Mr.  Stevens. 

In  the  action  which  took  place  with  the  French  fqua- 
dron on  the  Ath  of  Augufly  17581,  the  commodore  was 
'wounded  in  the  moulder  by  a  mufket  ball.  JJe  had  been 
fometime  before  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue, 
but  dia  not  receive  the  information  of  his  promotion  till 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  beginnjng  of  the 
'-'enfiring  he  received  a"  fecond  advancement,  to  be  rear- 
'admiral  of  the  red.  About  this  time  he  removed  his  flag 
'into  the  Graftori,  and  in  the  month  of  September  was  a 
fecond  time  engaged  with  the  French  fleet,  under  count 
D'Ache,  ofFPdndicherry.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Pocock 
to  Europe  in  the  enfuing  fpripg,  he  became  commander- 
in-chief  on  that  (ration,  Soori  as  the  feafbn  would  permit 
after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Pocock,  the  preparations  which,' 
had  for  fome  time  been  making  for  the  liege  of  Pondi- 
cherty  being  fiifficiently  advanced,  Mr.  Stephens  undertook 
the  blockade  by  fea  with  the  fquadron,  while  colonel  Coote 
undertook  a  fimijar  operaiion'  on  the  land  fide  with  the 
army.  Thus  matters  proceeded  til!  the_23d  of  October, 
when  the  admiral  failed  from  Trincomale  to  refit,  leav- 
ing captain  Haldane  with  a  detachment  of  five  (hips  of  the 
line,  that  were  in  the  heft  condition  for  fervice,  to  continue 
ihe  blockade. 

Mr.  Stevens  refumed  his([tation  off  Pondicherry  on  the 
25th  of  December.  'On'ihe  lit  of  January,  1761,  one 
of  thofe  tremendous  hurricanes,  not  uncommon  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  arofe  and  drove  the  admiral,  together 
with  the  whole  of  his  fquadron  to  fea :  all  the  (hips  fepa.- 
rated  from  each  other,  and  *ome  of  them  were  loll.  Mr, 
Stevens,  who  had  his  flag  on  bpard  the  Norfolk,  was  forT 
tunate  enough  to  weather  the  gale  without  experiencing 
any  difaft rou's  occurrence.  Some  other  fhips  ot  the  fqua- 
dron being  equally  fortunate,  the  blockade  was  refumed 

•  Sec  vol.  iy.  p.  38;.  e,.  f«|. 

+  He  via  very  defervedhy  included  in  the  vote  of  thanks  given  by 
the  Eall  India  company  to  vice-admiral  Pocock,  for  lie  great  galWry 
and  conduct  difplay»d  on  thefe  occafions. 
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on  the  4th,  when  Mr.  Stevens  returned  into  Pondicherry 
road,  and  prefling  the  fiege  with  reiterated  vigour,  the 
place  furrendered  on  the  15th. 

The  fhort  remainder  of  this  gentleman's  life  were  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  civil  and  other  arrangements, 
which  becameimmediatelyneceflary  on  fo  imporiant  a eon- 
oiieft,  and  now  became  his  principal,  or  indeed  only  care. 
The  fettlement  of  thefe  weighty  concerns,  extending  to 
The  complete  demolition  of  the  fortifications,  and  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  French  power  in  India,  he  fcarcely  could 
be  faid  to  furvive,  inafmuch  as  he  died  on  the  17th  of 
.  Mav  following. 

WICKHAM,  John,— was,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Spaniih  war,  appointed  commander  of  a  xebeck.  On  the 
.lit  of  November,  1742,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Succcfs  frigate.  In  this  veffel  we  believe  him  to  have 
been  employed  on  the  Lifbon  ft  at  ion,  from  whence  he 
returned  about  the  month  of  March  1744.  He  was  foon 
afterwards  appointed  to  the  Lark,  a  command  he  did 
not  long  retain,  being  promoted  to  the  Panther,  in 
which  (nip  we  find  him  on  the  Newfoundland  ftation  in 
the  month  of  Auguft  1747.  This  is  the  laft  mention  wc 
have  been  able  to  find  that  is  made  of  him  in  the  line  of 
active  fcrvice.  In  1759  he  was  put  on  thefuperannuated 
Jilt  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral;  but  did 
not  long  enjoy  this  honourable  proof  of  his  former  me- 
ritorious fervtces,  which  age,  misfortune  and  infirmities 
contributed  to  render  little  confpicuous.  He  died  in 
Jingland  on  the  21ft  of  October,  1 763. 


*743- 

BOYS,  or  BOYCE,  William.-— This  gentleman  was 
originally  brought  up  in  the  feryice  of  the  merchants ; 
and,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1727,  was  fecond  mate  of 
the  Luxborough  galley,  a  veflel  in  the  employment  of  the 
South  Sea  company.     In  that  year  the  moll  lamentable  of 
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sill  difafters  befel  the  unfortunate  ihip  a.ho.ve-jnenrionea% 
of  which,  as  well  as  the  fubfecjuent  diftrefics  of  the  major 
part  of  the  unfortunate  Crew,  we  have  the  following  highly 
interefting  though  lamentable  account  *. 

Having 

*  "  On  the  13d  day  of  May,  1727,  we  failed  from  Jamaica;  and 
an  Sunday,  the  85th  day  of  June,  were  in -the  latitude  of  41.  45.  ti. 
•oil  in  the  longitude  of  bo.  E.  froni.Urookcd  Maud,  wbeii  the  galley 
was  perc;ived  10  be  on  fire  in  the  lazaretto,  li  wai  occafioned  by 
■he  f.iial  curiofity  of  two  black  boyi,  who,  willing  to  know  whether 
fooic  liq.iot  fpilt  on  the  deck  was  mm,  or  water,  put  the  candle  to  it, 
which  role  into  a  flame,  and  immediately  communicated  itfelf  to  the 
bairel  from  whence  the  liquor  had  leaked.  It  had  burned  fome  time 
before  it  wa»  perceived,  at  the  boys  were  too  much  intimidated  ta 
difcnvrr  it  the m fe Ives,  hiving  tried  all  pntTihlc  means  to  extinguifh 
the  £ir  :n  vain.  We  hoifted  out  the  yaul,  which  wit  foon  filled  with 
twenty- three  men  and  boyi,  who  hid  jumped  into  her  with  rhegrcateft 
Ct<ernef*.  The  wind  now  Wowing  very  frefb,  and  me  running  feren 
fcnots  and  a  half  by  the  log,  we  expected  every  moment  Jo  ptxifii,  as 
^he  was  loaded  within  a  flrcak  and  a  half  of  her  gunnel.  We  had 
not  a  raorfel  of  victuals  nor  a  drop  of  liquor,  no  mail,  no  fail,  do 
Compart  to  direct  nur  courlc,  and  above  a  hundred  leagues  from  any 
land.  We  left  fixteen  men  in  the  (hip  who  alt,  peri  Died  in  ber.  They 
endeavoured  to  hoilt  out  the  long. boat;  but,  before  they  could  effect 
it,  the  flames  reaching  the  powder-room  {be  blew  up,  and  we  faw  her 
.  no  more.  A  Utile  before  this  we  could  diilinguith  the  uril  mate  and 
the  captain*!  cook  in  the  miaen  top,  every  moment  expecting  the  fate 
that  awaind  ihem.  Having  thus  been  eye-witnelTes  of  the  mifcrable 
late  of  our  companions,  we  expected  every  moment  10  peri(h  by  the 
waves,  or,  if  not  by  them,  by  hunger  and  third.  On  the  two  fiifl 
dan  it,  blew  and  rained  much  ;  hut  the  weather  coming  fair  Op  the 
thud  day,  viz.  the  e8th.  as  kind  Pruvidence  had  hitherto  wonderfully 
prefcrved  Ua,  we  bt-gan  to  contrive  means  how  to  make  a  fail,  which 
we  did  in  the  following  manner.  We  took  to  pieces  three  men's 
frocks  and  a  ihirt.  and  with  a  fail  needle  and  twine,  which  we  found 
in  one  of  the  black  boy'i  pocketi,  we  made  fhift  to  few  them  together, 
which  anfwered  tolerably  well.  Finding  in  the  fea  *  ftnall  Dick,. we 
woulded  it  to  a  piece  ol  a  broken  blade  of  an  oar,  that  we  bad  in  the 
boat,  and  made  a  yard  of  it,  which  we  hoilled  On  an  Oar  with  our 
garrers,  for  halyard*  and  ihecit,  &c.  A  thimble,  which  the  fore-fheet 
oF  the  boat  uftd  tobt-  reeved  in  iugh,  fcrved,  at  the  end  of  the  oar  or 
mad,  to  reeve  the  halyards  Knowing,  from  our  obfervalions,  that  . 
Newfoundland  bore  about  001th,  we  the  red  ji  well  as  we  could  to  the 
northward.  We  judged  of  our  cnunc  by  taking  notice  of  the  fun,  and 
of  the  time  of  the  diy  by  ih^  captain's  watch  In  the  night,  when  we 
eould  fee  the  north  fttr,  or  any  of  the  great  bear,  we  formed  the 
knowledge  of  our  courfc  bv  them  We  weie  in  great,  hopei  of  lee- 
.ingfoiue  Ship  or  .<uijer  ip  flake  wM>-     Tbe  fojuib  0/  £qb  DJjfoi,*. 
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Having  afterwards  entered  into  the  king's  fetvice,  we 
find  him,  in  the  month  of  October  1 741,  to  have  com- 
manded 

man,  Thomas  Croni/ord,  and  the  boy  that  unhappily  Tel  the  (hip  00, 
fire,  died,  and,  in  the  afternoon  of  (he  nest  day,  three  more  men,  all 
raving  mad.  crying  out  mi  fur  ably  for  water.  The  weather  now  proved 
fo  foray  that  it  deprived  us  almoft  alt  day  of  the  fight  of  the  fun, 
and  of  the  moon  and  Man  by  night.  We  ufed  frequently  to  hallo*) 
■1  loud  ai  we  could,  in  hopes  of  being  heard  by  fame  Clip.  In  the 
day  lime  our  deluded  fancies  often  imagined  fiiipi  fo  plain  to  us,  th*f 
we  have  hallood  out  10  them  a  long  time  before  we  nav*  been  upde, 
ceived;  and,  in  the  nighi,  by  the  fame  dilution,  we  though1  we  heartj 
men  talk,  bells  tinging,  dogs  hark,  cocks  crow,  &c.  and  h) 
demned  the  phantoms  of  our  imagination  (believing  all  to 
Drips,  men,  &c.}  for  not  anfwoing  and  taking  tu  up.  The 
day  we  were  reduced  to  twelve  in  number,  by  death.  T. 
night  the  wind,  being  about  E,  N.  E.  blew  very  hard,  and 
sunning  high,  ye  fcuaded  right  before  it  with  our  fmal]  fail  abfur. 
half  down,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  f wallowed  up  by  the  wave*. 
July  the  51b,  Mr.  Guilhnet  died  J  and,  on  the  6th,  died  Mr.  Ste  war** 
(foil  of  Or.  Steward,  of  Spanifli  Town,  in  Jamaica)  and  hi*  fervanr, 
both  pafiengers.  Id  the  afternoon  we  found  a  dead  duck,  which  lofikcj 
green,  and  not  fweet.  We  eat  it,  however,  very  heartily  /not  with- 
out thanks  to  the  Almighty) :  and  it  is  impoffiblc  for  any  body,  ex- 
cept in  the  like  unhappy  circumllancei,  to  imagine  how  pleafintitwM 
to  our  talk  at  that  time,  which,  at  another,  would  have  been  oifenfive 
both  ro  out  taltc  and  fmell.  On  the  7th  day  of  July,  at  one  in  the 
afternoon,  we  faw  land  about  fix  leagues  off.  At  four  o'clock  another 
van  died,  whom  we  threw  overboard  to  lighten  the  boat :  our  nun). 
ber  was  then  reduced  to  feven  We  had  often  taken  thick  Faghankf 
for  land,  which  as  often  bad  given  us  gre.it  joy  and  hopes,  that  vaaiUjed 
with  tbcm  at  the  fame  time  :  but  when  we  really  faw  the  land,  it 
appeared  fo  different  from  what  we  had  fo  often  taken  for  it,  that  we 
-wondered  how  we  could  be  fo  miflaken:  and  it  is  absolutely  impof. 
fible  for  any  man,  not  In  our  circumftaDces,  to  form. an  idea  of  the 
joy  and  pleafure  it  gave  us,  when  we  were  convinced  of  it's  reality, 
J  t  #aac  tu  Arcnoth  to  row,  which  uc  Jim  ,npt  /or  four  day*  tefon ; 
and  uiuft  infallibly,  mod  yf  us,  if  not  alt,  have  .peri/hed  that  w*y 
night  if  we  bad  not  got  on  Ihore,  Our  fouls  exulted  with  joy  and 
Almighty  Pi  sterner.  About  iix  o'clock  we  Taw  fevenl 
'  '  "  :  fleered  for.  havingafine  gale  of  wiud  right 
:h  fails  and  oars  about  three  01  four  knots, 
it  we  thought  one  of  the  Shallops  could  hear 
(being  juft  under  fail  and  going  in  with  their  filh).     We  hallooed 


Shallops  fi bins,  which  we  fleered  for.  having  a  fine  gale  of  wiud  right 
on  thore.     We  went  with  fails  and  oars  about  three  or  four  knots, 
when  we  came  fo  near  that  we  thought  one  of  the  Shallops  could  hear 
as  (being  juft  under  fail  and  going  in  with  their  filh).     We  b,  " 
as  lciud  as  we  could ;  at  length  they  beard  tu  and  lowered  tjti 


When  we  approached  pretty  near  them  they  hoilted  it  in  again,  and. 
were  going  away  from  us  ;  but  we  made  fo  difmal  and  melancholy  * 
noile,  that  they  brought  to  and  took  oa  in  tow.  They  told  111  obi 
afpcfls  wcie  lb  dreadful  that  they  were  frightened  at  ua.    They  jpve 
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manded  the  ./Etna  fire/hip ;  into  which  veflel  we  believe 
him  to  have  been  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 

tr 

111  fome  bread  and  water.  We  chewed  the  bread  fmall  with  our 
teeth,  and  then,  by  mixing  water  with  it,  got  it  down  with  difficulty' 
"  During  our  voyage  in  the  boat,  our  mouths  had  been  lb  dry,  for 
want  of  moifture  for  levcral  days,  that  we  were  obliged  to  wafll  them 
with  fait  water  every  two  or  three  hours,  to  prevent  our  lips  glewing 
fait  together.  We  always  drank  our  own  water;  and  all  the  people 
drank  fall  water,  except  the  captain,  furgeon,  and  myfelf.  In  foggy 
weather  the  fail  having  imbibed  fome  moifhirc,  we  ufed  to  wring  it 
into  a  pewler  baton,  which  we  found  in  the  boat.  Having  wrung  it 
as  dry  as  we  could  we  fucked  it  all  over;  and  ufed  to  lick  one  another'* 
clothes  witb  our  tongues.  -  At  length  we  were  obliged,  by  inexpreC- 
fible  hunger  and  thirfl,  to  eat  part  of  the  bodies  of  fix  men,  and  drink 
the  blood  of  four,  for  we  had  not,  Gnce  we  came  from  the  (hip,  fayed, 
only  ene  lime,  about  half  a  pint,  and*,  at  another,  about  a  wine  glafs 
full  of  water,  each  man,  in  our  hats.  A  little  food  fufficmg  us,  and 
finding  the  flefh  very  di (agree able,  we  confined  onrfelves  to  the  hearts 
only.  Finding  ourfclves  now  perifhing  with  third,  we  were  reduced 
to  the  melancholy,  diltrcftful,  horrid  acl  of  cutting  the  throats  of  our 
companions  an  hour  or  two  after  they  were  dead,  to  procure  their 
blood,  which  we  caught  in  a  pewler  baton  ;  each  man  producing  aboilt 
a  quart.  But  let  it  be  remembered  in  our  defence,  that  without  the 
aluftaace  this  blood  afforded  10  nature,  it  was  not  poffible  that  we 
could  have  furvived  to  this  time.  At  about  eight  o'clock  at  night  we 
got  on  (bore  at  Old  St.  Lawrence  barbour,  in  Newfoundland,  whi-re 
we  if  ere  kindly  received  by  captain  Lccrafs,  of  Guernfey,  or  Jerfey, 
then  admiral  of  the  harbour.  We  were  cautioned  to  eat  and  drink 
fcat  little  at  fir  ft,  which  we  obferved,  as  well  as  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature, .fo  nearly  (larving,  would  allow.  We  could  deep  but  little, 
the  iranfports  of  our  joy  being  too  great  to  admit  of  it.  Our  captain, 
who  had  been  fpeecnlefa  thirty-Cn  tiours,  died  about  live  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  and  was  buried,  with  all  the  honours  that  could  be  con- 
ferred upon  biro,  at  thai  place. 

**  The  mines  of  tbofe  perfbns  who  were  burnt  in  the  (hip,  who 
vere  flarved  in  the  boat,  and  who  lived  to  get' on  fhore,  are  ts  fol» 

"  Burnt  in  the  (hip. 

Ralph  Kellaway,  itl  mate.  Charles  James.     ■* 

Ifaac  Holroide,  3d  male.  Francis  Miito, 

Ierald  Hedge,  gunner.  Edward  Thicker, 

ames  Crook,  cooper.  Evandcr  M'Avy. 

Seamen.  Thomas  Hipd,  quai'tcr.maTler, 

John  Jobnfon,  . .  Sharper,  "j 

William  Coats,  jemmy,  5  Mack  boy). 

William  Day,      .  .  §olfci,  Jf 

James  Aubrofe, 
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by  admiral  Vernon,  who  difpatched  him  home,  in 
the  month  of  October,  with  intelligence  of  his  having 
taken  pofleffion  of  Walthenham  harbour,  in  the  ifland  of 
Cuba.  He  afterwards  was  removed  into  the  Baltimore 
floop. "  We  hear  nothing  more  of  him  till  the  25th  of 
June,  1743,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the  Greyhound  frigate.  We 
believe  him  to  have  been,  not  long  afterwards,  ordered  to 
the  Well  Indies*,  as  "lie  returned  from  thence  in  the 
month  of  April  1745,  with  a  convoy,  being  then  captain 
of  the  Princefs  Lou  i  fa,  of  fixty  guns.  His  (hip  being 
immediately  refined  and  victualled,  captain  Boys  was 
immediately  ordered  out  on  a  cruife  off  the  coaft  of  France, 
in  company  with  the  captains  Griffin  and  Harrifon.  The 
particulars  of -their  joint  fuccefs,  which  was  far  from  in- 

"  Starved  in  (he  boat. 
Thomas  Steward,  paiTenger.  William  Walker, 

Mr.  Steward*!  fervant.  John  Simcnton, 

William  Piggs,  paffenger.  William  James, 

Seamen.  Thomas  NicholJbn. 

Jobo  Horn,  Henry  Guifbnett,  clerk. 

John  Ealt,  Cantor,  } 

Henry  White,  Hamofe,  >  black  boys. 

Thomas  Croniford,  Merry  Winkle,    J 

Simon  Emer, 

"  Lived  to  get  on  (bore. 
William  Ke  111  way,  captain.  William  Gibba,  carpenter. 

'William  Boyt,  fetond  mate.  Robert  Kc  I  la  way,  a  boy. 

Thomas  Scrim-four,  furgcoo.  George  Mould,  framan. 

William  Batten,  boaifwain. 

.  "  The  boat  in  which  we  got  to  Newfoundland,  diilanf*  loo 
league*,  was  only  fixtecn  feet  long,  five  feet  three  inches  broad,  and 
two  feet  three  inches  deep.  It  war  built  for  the  Lmbiirg"  galley,  by 
Mr.  Bradley,  of  Deal." 

"  N.B.  Lieutenant  governor  Boy)  was  aecuftortled  to  pafi  annu- 
ally, in  prayer  and  falling,  the  number  of  days  the  ship's  crew  were 
in  diflrefs,  as  above-mentioned,  in  commemoration  of  his  wonderful 
deliverance." 

"  We  rather  believe  he  was  only  fent  out  to  meet  the  homeward- 
bound  fleet  in  1  certain  latitude,  for,  on  the  31ft  of  January  preceding, 
he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  on  board  the 
Lenox,  in  Ponfmouth  harbour,  for  the  trial  of  the  captains  Griffin, 
Morlyn,  Fowke  and  Brett,  foe  the  particulars  of  which  fee  their  reV 
IpeQive  lives. 

Confidcr- 
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confiderabte.  We  have  already  related  *.  At  the  perfua- 
(ion  of  Mr*  Griffin,  he  .quitted  the  Princefs  Louifa  foon 
after  this  time,  and  took  the  command  of  the  Pearl  fri- 
gate, Orte  of  the  fquadron  ordered  for  the  Eaft  Indies  with 
that  gentleman,  who  had  the  appointment  of  commodore 
and  commander-in-chfcf  on  that  ftation.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, material  or  beneficial  to  his  fame  or  fortune  took 
place  while  tie  continued  in  that  part  of  the  world.  No 
mention  is  made  of  him  fubfequent  to  bis  return  to  Eng- 
land till  after  the  recommencement  of  hoftilities  with 
France.  He  then  for  a  fhort  time  commanded  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  a  firft  rate;  arid  was  removed  from  thence, 
about  the  year  1759,  into  the  Prefton.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  the  fummer  we  find  him  promoted  to  be  commo- 
dore of  a  fmall  fquadron,  Rationed  off  Dunkirk,  to  watth 
the  fbips  fitted  for  fea  at  that  port,  and  dellined  for  a, 
defultory  attack  on  Ireland,  under  the  command  of  that 
very  active,  gallant,  and  indefatigable  naval  partisan, 
monficur  Thurot. 

The  enemy  had  the  good  fortune  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  the  Britifh  commodore,  who,  on  hearing  the  former 
had  efcaped,  purfued  him  with' the  utmoft  expedition,  but 
without  fuccefs,  Thurot  taking  refuge  in  the  Swedifh  port 
of  Gottenburgh,  where  he  continued  in  no  fmall  dittrefs 
till  the  commencement  of  the  year  en  filing ;  but  of  this 
hereafter.  Mr.  Boys  was  after  his  return  appointed  to 
command  as  commodore  at  the  nore ;  and  in  the  enfutng 

;ear  retired  from  the  line  of  adive  fervice  on  being  made 
ieutenant-gOVernor  of  Greenwich -hofpital.  He  retained 
this  very  honourable  ftation  till  his  death,  which  happened 
on  the  Ath  of  March,  1774. 

It  is  related  of  him,  and  we  ftri&ly  believe  it  to  be 
trtie,  that  this  gentleman,  from  the  year  1 727  to  his  death, 
annually  obierved  a  drift  and  folcmn  fall,  on  the  7th  of 
July,  being  the  day  of  his  arrival  at  Newfoundland,  after 
the  melancholy  lofs  of  the  Luxborough  Galley.  So  rigid 
was  he  in  this  a£t  of  humiliation  and  thankfgivirig,  that, 
when  in  the  decline  of  life  he  became  fettled  at 'Green- 
wich, and  could  in  that  particular  inftanCe  indulge  his 
own  inclination  to  the  fulleft  extent,  he  not  only  abttained 
front  food,  but  even  from  the  light  of  the  fun,  not  evert 

'"  Sec  tactile  of  Mc  Griffin,  vol.  i?.  p.  sa8. 
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fnffering  ■eonverfe  with  any  perfon  whatever  during  the 
time  he  was  thus  occupied  in  commemorating  and  re- 
turning fervent  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being,  for  his 
extraordinary,  and,  indeed,  almoft  miraculous  tfcapc. 

BRETT,  Sir  Piercey.  —  The  firft  account  we  have  of 
this  gentleman  is,  his  having  ferved  as  a  midihipman  in  the 
Glouceftcr  *,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  final!  fquadron  or- 
dered into  the  South  Seas  under  Mr.  Anfon.  On  the  pro- 
motion of  Mr.  Cheap  to  be  captain  of  the  Wager  ftorefhip, 
Mr.  Brett  was  appointed  by  the  commodore  into  his 
own  (hip,  the  Centurion,  to  be  his  fecond  lieutenant. 
He  appears,  indeed,  to  have  foon  conceived  an  extraordi- 
nary and  well-deferved  attachment  to  this  worthy  gentle- 
man, infomuch  that  he  confided  to  him  the  attack  on  the 
town  of  Paha,  a  fervice  he  executed  with  the  greateft 
(kill,  promptitude  and  exa&nefst.  After  the  capture  of 
the  Manilla  galleon,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Centurion  at 
Macao,  Mr.  Brett  was  promoted,  by  the  commodore,  to 
command  that  ftiip,  under  him,  as  captain, .he  being,  as 
he  fuppofed,  authorifed,  by  his  inftructions,  to  iflue  fuch 
a  commillion.  This  point  was,  neverthelefs,  ftrongly 
contefted  on  the  arrival  of  the  Centurion  in  England,  and 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  peremptorily  refufed  to  confirm 
Mr.  Brett's  rank,  infomuch  that  Mr.  Anfon  retired,  for  a 
fhort  time,  from  the  fervice  in  much  difguft ;  nor  did  he 
return  til)  a  fubfequenf  change  in  the  members  of  the  board 
laft-mentioned,  wttha  compliance  in  the  firft  lord  and  his 
colleagues  who  fucceeded,  in  the  demands  of  Mr.  Anfon, 
together  with  the  allowance  of  Mr.  Brett's  rank  J,  accord- 
ing to  the  date  of  his  firft  commiflion,  reftored  perfect 
peace  and  harmony  on  alt  fides. 

Mr.  Brett  therefore  ranks  as  a  captain  in  the  navy  from 
the  jjoth  of  September,  1743,  being  the  date  of  his  com- 
miflion to  the  Centurion,  then  lying  in  Macao  river. 
Not  long  after  the  matter  was  adjufied,  as  already  related, 
that  is  to  fay,  about  the  month  of  April  1745,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Lion,  of  fixty  guns,  a  fliip 

*  Some  accounts  fay  he  wai  a  lieutenant  of  [hat  (hip. 

+  See  vol.  iv.  p.  108. 

I  He  waj,  nevertheleft,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  England, 
officially  promoted  10  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  appointed  to  die  Maty 
Galley. 

2  ftationed 
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'  ftationrd  to  cruife  in  the  Channel.  His  firft  fuccefs  wits 
the  capture  of  a  privateer,  mounting  ten  carriage  and  feven 
fwivel  guns,  with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  men, 
which  had  long  infcded  the  Channel ;  and  had  a  fhort 
time  before  captured  the  Mediator  Hoop  of  war.  This 
firft  fuccefs,  which  he  met  with  on  the  39th  of 
June,  1745,  when  on  his  paffage  from  Portftnouth  to 
Plymouth,  appeared  but  as  the  prelude  to  that  high  re- 
nown he  gained,  on  the  9th  of  the  enfuing  month,  in  an 
encounter  with  a  French  (hip  of  the  line ;  the  particulars- 
are  officially  related  in  the  following  manner. 

"  On  Tucfday,  the  9th  of  this  month,  his  majefty's 
fhip  the  Lion,  of  fifty-eight  guns,  being  in  the  latitude 
of. 47-  57-  N.  and  W.  from  the  meridian  of  the  Lizard 
39  leagues,  captain  Brett,  her  commander,  faw  two  fail 
to  leeward,  to  which  he  immediately  bore  down,  and  by 
three  in  the  afternoon  made  them  to  be  two  of  the  enemy  s 
(hips.  By  four  o'clock  he  was  within  two  miles.of  them : 
they  then  hoifted  French  colours  and  fhortened  fail.  One 
of  them  was  a  man  of  war,  of  fixty-four  guns;  and  the 
other  a  (hip  of  fixteen  guns.  At  five  the  Lion  ran  along- 
ftde  the  large  fhip  and  began  to  engage  within  piftol-fliyt. 
The  (hips  continued  in  that  foliation  until  ten, during  which 
time  they  kept  a  continual  lire  at  each  other;  when  the'  - 
Lion's  rigging  being  cut  to  pieces,  tier  mizen-maft, 
mizen-lop  mart,  main-yard,  fore-ti^i-fail-yard,  and  main- 
top-fail-yard (hot  away;  all  her  lower-mads  and  top- 
mads  (hot  through  in  many  places,  fo  that  (he  lay  muzzled 
in  the  fea,  and  could  do  nothing  with  her  fails :  the 
French  (hip  (hecred  off,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  was  out 
of  fight,  the  Lion  not  being  able  to  follow  her.  The 
fmall  (hip  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  made  two 
attempts  to  rake  the  Lion,  but  was  foon  beat  off  by  her 
Hern  chace,  and  after  that  lay  off  at  a  great   didance. 

■  Forty-five  of  the  Lion's  men  were  killed  outright,  and 
one  hundred  and  feven  wounded,  feven  of  whom  died  of 
their  wounds  foon  after." 

Captain  Brett  was  wounded  and  very  much  bruifed  in 
the  arm  ;  and  his  matter  had  his  right  arm  (hot  off  in  the: 
beginning  of  the  engagement.  His  lieutenants  were  all 
wounded  two  hours  before  the  action  was  over;  never-  ' 
thelefs  they  would  not  leave  the  deck,  but  continue* 
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encouraging  the  men  to  the  laff,  excepting  the  fifft  lieu- 
tenant who  was  <b  much  hurt  that  he  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  off  at  nine  o'clock,  not  being  able  to  ftand  any 
longer.  ' 

The  bravery  *  manifelted  by  this .  gentleman  on  the 
foregoing  occafion  was  rendered  more  confequential  to 
his  country,  from  the  cir  cum  fiance  of  the  lhip  which  he 
had  engaged  being  convoy  to  the  frigate  in  which  the 
fon  of  the  Pretender,  then  on  his  paffage  to  Scotland,  had 
embarked.  Some  judgement  may  be  formed,  of  the  in- 
trinllc  fervice  rendered  to  Britain,  by  the  foregoing  en- 
counter, from  the  following  extract  of  a  private  Tetter 
from  the  Hague,  dated  July  the  30th. 

"  The  frigate,  on  board  which  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Pretender  had  embarked,  was  joined  off"  Belleifle  by  the- 
Elizabeth,  of  fixty-fix  guns.  They  intended  to  go  round. 
Ireland,  and  land  in  Scotland,  but  were  met  on  the  20th, 
by  fome  Englifh  merchant- ihips,  convoyed  by  three  fhips 
of  war;  one' of  which,  the  Lion,  bore  dqwn  on  the  Eli- 
zabeth and  attacked  her .;  upon  which  the  Pretender  failed 
away  in  the  frigate.  The  fight  lafted  nine  hours,  but 
night  coming  on,  the  Elizabeth,  quite  di  fabled,  got  away 
toTJreft ;  the  captain  and  fixty-four  men  killed,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-fix  dangeroufiy  wounded,  and  a  great 
number  {lightly.  She  had  on  board  400,0001.  fterling, 
and  arms  for  feveral  thou  fa  nd  men.' 

*  Admiral  Vernon,  in  a  fpeccb  made  by  him  in  the  liotifc  of  com- 
mons, in  the  year  1747,  in  oppoution  10  a  motion  of  lord  Baltimore's,. 
for  bringing  in  9  bill  to  refervea  portion  of  the  captures  of  merchant- 
fliips,  and  thereby  encourage  that  of  (hips  of  war,  makes  the  follow- 
ing highly  honourable  mention  of  captain  Brett. 

"  I  have  been  too  long  engaged  in  naval  aflairs  not  lo  know  fevcral 
of  the  fea  officers.  I  have,  by  thofe  opportunities  of  knowing  them, 
found  them  to  be  men  who  would  omit  no  occafion  of  bring  (er- 
viceablc  to  their  country;  and  lo  appeal  from  imagination  to  certain 
facts,  feveral  of  them  have  (hewn  as  much  alacrity  in  attacking  fhipt 
of  war  as  they  have  in  taking  merchant  fbipj;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  the 
reft  are  ready  to  do  it,  whenever  occafion  (hall  offer.  That  this  is 
the  character  which,  at  lead,  feme  of  Our  officers  defdrve,  is  proved  by 
the  gallant  behaviour  of  feveral,  and  particularly  captain  Brett.  Did 
■hat  gentleman  behave  as  if  he  wanted  farther  encouragement  to  per- 
form hia  dirty  ?~  Did  he  not  attack  a  (hip  of  fupcrior  force  to  bis  own, 
and  with  fuch  courage  and  Dull  as  brought  honour  to  himfelf,  bis 
country,  and  the  Briuu flag ?" 

Vol.  V.  Q,  The 
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The  force  or"  the  blow  gifen,  in  this  inftance,  to  tnV 
embryoof  rebellion,  may  be  eafily  admitted.  >  The  blood 
of  thoufandc  was,  not  improbably  ijved,  by  the  foregoing 
event ;  and  humanity- mint  ever  rejoice  more  at  the  pre- 
vention, than,  the  cure  of  an  evil. 

We  have  no  fanner  account  of  this  gentleman,  or  the 
particular  fervices  on  which  he  wad  employed,  till  the 
year  1747,  when  he  commanded-  the  Yarmouth,  of 
fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron,  under  Mr.  Anion,'. 
which,  in  the  month  of  May,  defeated  and  captured  that 
of  France,  commanded  by  monfieur  De  la  Jonouiere.  He 
was  one  of  the  captains  fent,  after  the  cone  In  not)  of  the 
afltoh,  in  purfuit  of  the  convoy,  ef  which  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  other  hiftorians,  aifert,  two  only  were  captured,  the 
Vigilante  and  Modeile,  of  twenty-two  guns  each,,  the  reft 
of  the  mips- having  made  their  efcape.  We  find,  how- 
ever, it  isatferted,  peremptorily, in  the  periodicar publica- 
tions of  the  time,  that  five  more  French  (hips  were 
brought  into  Portfiriowth,  and  three  into  Plymouth.  Me. 
Brett  quitted  the  command  of  the  Yarmouth  almoft  im. 
mediately  on  his  return  into  port;  and  we  do  not  know  to 
what  Ihip  he  was  afterwards  appointed,  as  we  do  not  find 
any  mention  made  of  htm  during  the-  war,,  except  htc 
having  been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial, 
aflembled  at  Portfmouth  in  the  month  of  Navember-fol- 
towing,  for  the  Jrial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent. 

On  the  3d  nf  January,  17.53*,  he  received, die  honour 
of  knighthood,  from  his  .najeity,  in  confequence  of  hi* 
having  carried  him  to  Hotfend  intrca&of  fir  C.  Molloy  ■ 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  Caroline  yacht,  as  fncceflbr  to  that  gentleman*  In 
this  veifcl  we  believe  him  to  have  continued  till  the  month 
erf  September  1755,  when,  on  the  daily  expectation  of  a 
ftipture  with  France,  fir  Piercy  was  appointed  to  the 
Cambridge.  In  the  month  of  November,  or  December 
1756,  heremoved  back  into  the  Caroline  yacht.  How 
long  he  continued  in  that  veflel  is  not  exactly  .known;  but, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1758*  we  find  him  cotntno- 

*  Ateat  this  lime  we  believe  bin  to  have  been  tle&ti  reprefcn- 
istive  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Qoeenboiwga,  and  not  long 
afterwards- cboGsn  oM  of  tbc  clihi  brethren  uf  inc  Tfinity-boafe. 
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dore  in  the  Downs,  having  his  pendant  on  board  the 
Norfolk.  He  was  in  the  fame  year  appointed  firft  captain 
to  lord  Anfon  in  the  Royal  George,  who  commanded,  in 
the  Channel,  the  covering  fleet  to  the  fquadron  employed, 
under  lord  Howe,  on  the  eoaft  of  France.  On  the  con 
chifion  of  this  expedition  he  returned  to  his  command  in 
the  Downs;  and  while  thus  occupied  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
.  dered  at  if  we  have.no  material  occurrence  to  record  con 
cerning  him.  On  the  22d  of  March,  1760,  he  was 
nppoimed  colonel  of  the  Portfmouth  divifion  of  marines. 
Inj 176 1  (till  continuing  R .hold  the.  Downs  command,  we 
find  him  treouemly,  and  adively  employed  in  reconnect- 
ing the  oppofite  coaft  and  pons  of  France.  Towards  the 
conclufion  of  the  year  he  returned  to  Portfmouth  for  refit- 
ment;  which  being  completed,  he  re-hoiiled  hi.  pendant  on 
board  the  Newark,  at  Portfmouth,  on  the  tSh  of  De- 
cember.    He  was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  for  ,£ 

StoT^T'1'/'™'  °T **""'■  ""ndinconT 
mand  to  fir  C.  Saunders,  and  had  foon  afterwards  the  good 
fortune  to  -mare there,  »,  afiag,  in  the  rich  Spani/h  pE 
.he  Herrmone.  He  remained  on  the  fame  ifationdiuiiS 
the  continuance  of  the  war.but  peace  foon  afterwards  takin? 
place,  nothing  ,n  an,  degree  memorable  Teems  to  have  " 
occurred,  except  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  he  was  . 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red.  From 
this  time  he  never  appear,  to  have  accepted  any  command  ' 
but,  on  the  t3.h  of  December,  1706,  was  appdS 
one  of  the  comm.ltioners  for  executing  the  office  „f  lord 
high  admiral,  an  office  which  he  continued  to  hold  till  the 
24th  of  February,  1770. 

On-the  24th  of  October,  ,770]  hc  ms  promot,.d  fc 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  the  fame 
month  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  while;  as  he  was,  on  the 
31ft  of  March,  1 77  j,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red.  On 
the  20th  of  January  1778,  he  was,  moreover,  advanced  to 
be  >dm„a  of  the  blue.  He  died  in  the  month  of  May 
1781,  and  was  buried  at  Beckenham  •,  i„  ,he  county  of 

*  The  following  epitaph  is  iafcribed  on  a  plain  monument  ,,-n.a 

to  bit  memory,  in  Beckenham  church.  *  er"'ed 

Sacred  10  the  memory  of  fir  Piebcey  Brett    bnl.i.,  -a    •    1 

•of  iheblue,  .n1dep,„cd  ,hi,  life T"i  J^o/bloTr 

mdcclxxxi,  in  ihe  txxu  /ear  of  his  age,  ' 

Q-2        .  Kent. 
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Kent.  "  De  morttiis  nil  nifi  bonuin,"  is  an  old  adag«"f 
but  if  ever  it  fhould  be  ufed  in  relation  to  this  gentles. , 
man,  we  have  to  add,  that  whether  living  or  dead,  the 
voice  of  (lander  and  malevolence  was  abaihed  at  his  mani- 
fold virtues,  ever  (ilent  not  only  at  his  approach,  but  even 
at  the  bare  mention  of  his  name. 

CALMADY,  Warwick, — was,  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember,  1743,  appointed  captain  of  the  Lively  frigate,  and 
foon  afterwards  ordered  to  Jamaica.  On  his  paflage  from 
thence  to  England,  in  the  month-  ef  May  1744.  be  fell  in 
with  three  French  privateers,  mounting  thirty  guns  each, 
which  he  engaged  for  an  hour  and  an  half;  when  having 
all  his  running  rigging  (hot  away,  and  finding  the  enemy 
were  making  attempts  to  board  him,  he  put  before 
the  wind  and  left  them.  The  gallantry  difplayed  on' this 
"occafion  by  Mr.  Calmady,  was  certainly  very  highly  con- 
fuicuous;  and  his  good  fortune,  in  having  preferved  his 
fhip  from  the  attacks  of  a  force  treble  his  own,  was  ren- 
dered the  more  remarkable  from  the  circumftanee  of  his 
having  been  totally  unacquainted  that  a  rupture  had 
taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  till  the  fire 
of  his  antagonifls  informed  him  cf  it.  His  (hip  was, 
nevenhelefs,  completely  ready  for  action  ;  and  this  anec- 
dote, if  leffbns  and  examples  were  neceffary  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion, might  prove  an  ufeful  hint  to  commanders  at  ft  a, 
even  in  the  time  of  profound  peace,  to  be  always  prepared 
for  defence,  or  the  ch  aft  if  e  merit  even  of  the  flighted  inful?. 

Captain  Calmady  having,  on  the  enfuing  day,  fallen  in 
with  a  French  fchooner,  bound  from  Martinico  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  thought  himfelf  juftified,  as  he  undoubtedly 
was,  in  detaining,  and  bringing  her  into  port.  Soon  after 
his  return  he  was  appointed  to  the  Weymouth,  of  fixty 

funs,  and  ordered  out  to  the  Weft  Indies  to  join  Mr-. 
Snowies,  who  was  then  commodore  on  that  ftaiion.  On 
the  l6th  of  February,  1 745,  this  ftiip  unfortunately  (truck 
on  a  reef  near  Sandy  Illand,  at  the  entrance  of  St.  John's 
road.  The  accident,  with  its  preceding  cawfes, being  en- 
quired into  by  a  court-martial,  Mr.  Calmady  himfelf  was 
moll  unequivocally  and  honourably  acquitted;  but  the 
lieutenant  on  duty  was  fined  fix  months  pay,  the  mafter 
declared  incapable  of  ever  ferving  again  in  the  navy,  and 
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"the  pilot  fcntenced  to  be  fent  to  England  and  imprifoned 

two  years  in  the  Marfhalfea. 

Captain  Caimady,  immediately  after  his  acquittal,  is 
faid  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  Launcefton,  of  forty- 
four  giins,  one  of  the  (hips  piefentJy  afterwards  employed, 
Dnder  commodore  Warren,  in  the  liege  of  Loiiifburg. 
We  do  not  find  any  mention  made  of  his  having  a  fubfe- 
euent  command,  or  being  again  engaged  in  ferviee, 
trom  which  he  retired  altogether,  according  to  Mr. 
Hardy's  account,  on  the  id  of  February,  1757. 

CATFORD,  Charles,— was,  ou  the  14th  of -Daober, 
1743,  promoted  to  he  captain  of  the  .LymeJYigate.  The 
commands  and  fc.r vices  on  which  he  was  employed  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  were,  unhappily  for  him,  of  (a 
little  confequenee,  that  the  only  mention  we  find  made 
of  him  during  that  period  is,  his  having  been  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  convened  for  the  trial  of 
vice-admiral  Leftock,  He  appears,  ne vert helefs,  to  have 
been  in  high  eftimatj«n  as  a  worthy  and  a  brave  man.  . 
In  the  month  of  January  1749,  we  find  him  captain  of  the 
Monmouth,  and  in  February  1753,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Berwick,  a  ihip  of  feventy  guns,  Rationed  as  a 
giiard-tfhip  at  Portfmoufh.  In  ilie  month  of  March 
1755,  Tie  removed  into  the  Captain,  a  ihip  of  the  fame 
force  and  rate,  commitfioned  alio  at  the  fame  port.  Early 
in  the  year  1756,  he  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  with 
the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  behaved  with  all  the  lpir.it 
due  to  his  character  and  llation,  in  the  ihort  and  indecifive  . 
fkirmtih  with  (he  French  fleet  ofF  Minorca,  having  hud 
fix  men  killed  and  thirty  wounded.,  He  was  one  of  the 
officers  ordered  home  as  an  evidence  on  the  trial  of  his 
unfortunate  admiral,  but  unhappily  died,  when  on  his 
paflage,  on  the  24th  of  September  1756,  the  fliip  he  was 
on  hoard  of  not  having  then  reached  Gibraltar. 

DODD,  Edward,  —  was,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  fer« 
vice,  lieutenant  of  tlie  Dragon*,  al  that  time  commanded  by 
Mr.  Bar  net,  and  on  the  25th  of  January  1743,  was  pro- 

*  •  From  hii  advanced  age,  confiderinj;  hii  rank,  he  wm  generally 
known  in  the  fcrvice  by  the. name  of  Old  Dodd.  He  wai  fererci'y 
.  wounded  in  ihe  fhoulder  it  the  attack  of  a  xebeck,  which  he  was  teat 
in  pur  fait  of,  as  commanding  officer  of  the  Di  axon's  boats.  Tbeenciuv 
mi,  however,  captured.  Being  afterwards  com  mi  (Honed,  wai  given 
10  -\Jr.  Dodd,  and  called  the  Dragon's  Prize. 
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footed  to  be  captain  of  the  Bland  ford,  a  twenty -gun  fhip. 
We  have  the  following  account  of  an  affair  in  which  he 
Was  concerned,  from  a  MS.  memorandum,  dated  in  the 
month  of  June  1745. 

"  His  majefty's  (hip  the  Blandford,  of  twenty  guns, 
captain  Dodd  commander,  has  had  the  misfortune  to  fall 
jn  wilh  a  French  fquadron  of  feven  fail,  between  Lifbon 
and  Gibraltar,  and  was  fent  to  Breft.  The  captain  was 
threatened  with  being  hanged  if  he  did  not  difcover  to  the 
commodore  whether  there  was  any  Englifh  fpuadron  at 
fea.     This  he  very  bravely  refufed  to  comply  with." 

No  notice  is  taken  of  the  foregoing  event  in  any  hiftory 
or  printed  account,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcover; 
nor  is  even  the  capture  of  the  above  veftel  ever  named. 
Captain  Dodd  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  fubfequent 
Appointment;  nor  have  we  been  able  to  afcertain,  with 
any  precifion,  the  time  of  his  death,  but  believe  it  to  have 
"  happened  about  theyear  1763. 

t  IEJvDING,  William,-^was  the  fecond  fen  of  John 
Fielding,  D.  D.  canon  of  Salisbury,  and  his  firft  wife, 
.  Sufannah,  daughter  of  fir  Robeit  Booth,  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  in  Ireland.  This  gentleman 
having,  as  is  remarked  by  Collins,  pafTed  through  the 
feveral  fubordinate  ftations,  was,  from  being  com- 
mander of  the  Fly  (loop  on  the  Irilh  (tation,  promoted, 
on  the  1  Jth  of  January,  1742-3,  to  the  rank  of  captain  in 
the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Bridge- 
water,  a  (hip  of  twenty  guns.  This  (hip  was  unfortu- 
nately loft,  at  Newfoundland,  on  the  18th  of  September 
following;  hut  captain  Fielding  being  very  honourably 
acquitted  of  all  blame  011  that  occafion ,  was,  in  the  month  of 
May  1744,  appointed  to  the  Pearl,  of  forty-four  guns;  in 
which  (hip  he  continued  till  it  was  ordered  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  wiih  commodore  Griffin.  We  have  no  farther  ac- 
count of  the  coinmiiltons  he  held,  or  the  fervices  on  which 
he  was  employed,  except  that,  at  fome  intervening  period, 
h,e  is  faid  to  have  commanded  the  St.  George,  a  guardfhip 
at  Spithead.  In  1755  he  commanded  the  jHy  (loop,  but 
•with  the  rank  of  pod  captain;,  and  in  1762  wai  put  on  the 
fuperannuated  lilt  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear- 
admiral.  He  continued  to  live  ever  afterwards  in  retire- 
ment, at-Biihops  Waltham,  in  the  county  of  Hants,  where 
he  died  on  the  23d  of  September,  1773. 
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•GAGE,  John.— The  name  of  this  gentleman  is  very 
■improperly  omitted  in  Mr.  Hardy's  and  many  other  lilfs 
of  naval  captains,  an  omiffion  moft  probably  owing  to  the 
ftort  time  he  unhappily  held  that  rank.  As  a  commander, 
we  find  him  in  the  Lightning  firefhip,  and  afterwards,  in 
•1740,  in  the  Carcafe  bomb- k  etch  :  he  was  from  thence 
removed  Into  the  Otter  (loop  of  war,  in  which  veflet  he 
behaved  with  much  gallantry  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under 
commodore  Knowles.  Being  ordered  from  the  fquadron 
.  to  chace  a  Spamfh  lhip,  mounting  twenty  two  guns,  and 
full  of  men,  he  came  up  With  and  attacked  her  with  the 
ut moft  gallantry,  though  more  than  double  his  force.  The 
action  continued  nearly  two  hours  till  the  enemy  was 
driven  clofe  under  the  forts  of  Porto  Cavallo,  and  a  large 
Spanifti  galley  with  three  hundred  men  in  her,  coming  our. 
to  their  countrymen's  refcue,  confequently  deprived  cap-' 
tain  Gage  of  the  well-earned  fruits  of  his  bravery.  He 
was  on  the  24th  of  February,  1743,  immediately  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  unluccefsful  attack  on  La  Gnira,  promoted, 
by  the  commodore,  to  be  captain  of  the  Lively  frigate ;  in 
which  command  he  died,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the  ad  of 
Au^uft  following. 

GODDARD,  Samuel,— was,  on  the  ift  of  February, 
1743,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Deal  Caftte.  He 
was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Lynn,  of  forty  guns,  one 
of  the  Weft  India  fquadron  under  Mr.  Knowles.  He 
was  brought  to  a  court- martial,  by  that  gentleman,  in  the 
month  of  February  1745,  on  a  charge  of  having  ftiffcred 
2  Spanifti  fhip,  belonging  to  admiral  De  Torres's  fquadron, 
to  efcape  from  hiin  off  Porto  Rico,  though  the  enemy  was 
in  a  very  difabled  ftate,  being  under  jury  main,  and  mizen 
mails.  It  was  proved  on  the  trial  that  he  was  in  fome 
degree  deranged  in  his  mind;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
was  difmiffed  from  his  command,  and  does  Bot  appear  to 
have  ever  recovered  in  a  fufficient  degree  to  enable  him 
to  hold  any  fubfequcnt  commiffion.  He  died  in  England 
on  the  ^th  of  November,  1762. 

MARSH,  William, — in  1742,  was  commander  of  the 
1  Terrible  bomb-ketch.  He  was  promoted,  on  the  25th 
of  May,  1743,  to  be  captain  of  the  Sterling  Caftle*,  one 
of  the  fliips  belonging  to  the  Mediterranean  fleet.     He 

*  Mr.  Hardy  aad  many  others  fay  ibe  EJittUeth. 
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was  quickly  removed  into  the  Royal  Oak;  but  this,  how- 
ever, was  quite  a  temporary  command,  by  order  only.  He 
returned  back  for  a  few  days  into  his  original  veltel,  the 
Terrible,  and  was  from  thence  removed  into  the  Winchel- 
fea.of  which  fhip  he  was  captain  at  the  memorable  encoun- 
ter with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon,  being 
ordered  by  the  admiral  to  watch  the  entrance  of  the  port  jnft 
mentioned,  and  the  movements  of  the  combined  fleets.  He 
acquitted  himfelf  with  the  greatcit  diligence  and  addrefs  in 
this  fervicc,  as  well  as  that  of  a  fimilar  nature  in  which  he 
was  employed  after  the  enemy  caine  out.  He  returned  -to 
England  in  the  Winchelfea  about  the  "end  of  the  fame 
year ;  and  whatever  fervices  or  commands  he  might  be 
employed  in  fubfequent '  to  this  time,  were  fo  .uncon- 
fcquemial*,  that  we  find  no  mention  whatever  made  of 
him  till  the  year  1758,  when  he  commanded  thp  Nafiaii, 
of  lixty-four  guns.  He  was  in  this  year  appointed  com- 
modore of  a  (mall  fquadron  deftined  for  the  attack  of  the 
French  fetilement  in  the  river  Senegal.  Its  force  confirm- 
ed of  the  NalTau  before  mentioned  ;  the  Harwich,  of  fifty; 
and  the  Rye,  of  twenty  guns:  the  Swan  floop  of  war,  and 
two  bulfes.  The  land-forces  amounted  to  two  hundred 
marines,  commanded  by  major  Mafon;  a  fmall  detach- 
ment of  artillery  men,  under  captain  Walker,  with  a  train 
of  ten  pieces  of  cannon  and  eight  mortars. 

Captain  Marfh,  attended  by  Mr.  Cumming,  a  quaker, 
who  was  the  original  projector  of  the  expedition,  failed 
from  Plymouth  on  the  oth  of  March  ;  and  after  touching 
at  the  IflandofTenerifte,  where  the  (hips  took  in  a  fupply 
of  water  and  other  heceffaries,  came  to  an  anchor  at  the 
entrance  of  the  river  Senegal,  on  the  24th  of  April.  Fort 
Louis,  by  which  the  fetilement  is  defended,  is  lituated  on 
the  ifland  of  Senegal,  about  four  leagues  within  the 
bar.  The  governor,  loon  as  the  Britifh  force  was  difco- 
vered,  fent  down  an  armed  brig  and  fix  floips  to  difpute 
the  paifage.  In  the  interim  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were 
employed  in  putting  the  ammunition  and  (lores,  necellary 
for  the  attack,  on  board  the  fmall  craft  belonging  to  the 
fqtiadroii ;  and  a  flririnifh,  productive. of  no  confequence, 
took  place  between  them  and  the  veflels  above-mentioned. 
Captain  Millar,  however,  who  commanded  the  London 

-  *-H;  is  faid  to  have  commanded  the  Durflcy  galley  In  1745,  but 
thijciicumlhn£e  we  vervmuch  doubt. 
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bnfs,  having  difcovered  the  proper  channel,  feized  the 
opportunity  of  a  change  of  the  wind,  and  palling  the  bar, 
-came  to  an  anchor  within,  where  he  lay  unfupported, 
though  expofed  till  night  to  all  the  fire  the  enemy  could 
make.  He  was  the  next  morning  joined  by  the  remainder 
of  the  flotilla,  and  a  (mart  engagement  enfued,  which  was 
warmly  maintained  on  both  fides  till  the  buiTes  and  another 
(  ofthefrnallervenels  ran  aground.  The  troops  immediately 
took  to  their  boats,  and  puttied  for  the  fhore,  where  they 
made  the  neceffcry  difpolitions  to  defend  themfelves,  till 
the  landing  of  the  corps  of  volunteer  feamen,  amounting 
in  number  to  three  hundred  and  fifty,  on  the  following 
day,  rendered  their  force  fufjeiently  formidable  for  them 
10  undertake  often  five  operations. 

Thefe  the  enemy  did"  not  allow  them  time  to  com- 
mence, for  the  corps  laft- mentioned  had  fcarcely 
landed,  when  deputies*  came  out  of  the  fort,  from  the 
French  commandant,  with  offers  to  capitulate.  The 
terms  were  arranged  and  agreed  to  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  by  the  commodore  add  major  Mafon  :  fo  that  this 
far  from  inconfiderable  conqueil  was  achieved  not  only 
without  difficulty,  but  happily  alfo  without  a  (ingle  perfon 
being  killed  or  wounded  on  either  fide.  This  Alccefs 
encouraged  the  commodore  to  make  an  attempt  on  Goree, 
a  much  more  confiderable  and  better  fortified  fettlemem,  . 
belonging  to  France,  on  the  fame  coaft,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  thirty  leagues.  The  force,  however,  being  totally 
inadequate  to  fuch  an  undertaking,  its  failure  was  little  to 
be  wondered  at ;  though  we  mull  not  omit  inferting,  that, 
to  the  honour  of  the  commodore  and  the  pri  ncipal  officers 
who  directed  the  attack,  the  meafures  taken  by  them 
to  cover  and  fecure  the  retreat  of  the  aflailants,  were  fo 
prudent  and  judicious,  that  the  lofs  they  fuftained  was 
almoft  too  trivial  to  be  called  a  repulfe. 

Captain  Marfh  pafied  over  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  which  is  theufual  route  of  the  (hips  of 
war  annually  fent  on  the  African  ftation.  He  does  not 
appear  to  have  had  any  opportunity  of  particularly  diftin- 
guiihing  himfelf  while  in  thjs  pari  of  the  world.  He 
removed  into  the  Harwich  fometime  after  the  reduction  of 
Senegal,  and  was  unfortunately  loft  on  the  ifland  of 
Pieras,  commonly  called  Pines,  in  the  year  1760.  Captain 

*  On  the  30th  of  April. 
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Marfh  ami  his  crew  were  happily  Caved.  He  returned  to 
England  fome  fliort  time  afterwards,  and  retired  from  the 
fervicc,  in  1762,  with  the  tank  and  half-pay  of  a  fuperan- 
nuated  rear-admiral.  He  died  in  England  on  the  15th  of 
Oaober,  1765. 

.     MOORE,  Sir  John We  believe  the  firft,  or  if  not, 

among  .the  earlieft  of  the  naval  appointments  held  by  this 
gentleman,  was  that  of  midflnpman  on  board  the  Shore- 
Sam:  he  afterwards  ferved  in  the  fame  ftation  in  the  Tor. 
rington.  He  was  afterwards  a  lieutenant  in  the  Lancaster, 
cotemporary  with  Mr.  James  Young,  who,  as  well  as 
himfelf)  lived,  moll  defervedly,  to  attain  to  nearly  the 
Mgheft  rank,  as  an  admiral,- in  the  fervice.  Mr.  Moore 
was  next  taken,  by  Mr,  Mathews,  to  be  one  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  his  own  fbip*.  On  the  24.1b  of  December, 
1743,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Dolphin, 
Other  accounts  fay  the  Squirrel,  but  in  a  very  fliort  time 
afterwards  removed  back  into  the  Dolphin,  being  per- 
liiaded  by  Mr.  Barnet,  who  was  then  going  out  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  to  accompany  him.  This  felicitation  was 
owing  entirely  to  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  him  by 
the  commodore,  and  is  too  honourable  a  teftimony  of  this 
gentleman's  worth  to  be  omitted,  or  ilightly  noticed.  He 
returned  to  England  in  the  Deptford  t  with  a  convoy  of 
India  (hips,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  friend  and  comman- 
der, and  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Devonthire,  a  fhip 
memorable  for  having  been  that  which  carried  fir  Edward 
Hawkev's  flag  when  L'Etendiere  was  defeated :  nor  need 
w$e  add  any  thing  to  the  very  honourable  encomium  be- 
llowed on  his  conduct  by  the  admiral,  who  fent  him  as 
the  meflenger  of  his  victory.. 

*  He  did  not  continue  with  him  10  wait  hit  turn  for  promotion,  hav- 
ing, as  the  readied  mode  of  abrainingit,  returned  <o  England  in' the 
Lenox,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  admiral  himfelf. 

t  into  which  (hip  he  removed  after  the  arrival  of  the  fqnsdron  in 
the  F.aQ  Indict,  and  the  death  of  captain  Philip  ion,  on  the  30th  of 
March,  1745,  till  which  time  he  continued  in  the  Dolphin.  A  par. 
licnlar  account  of  (he  feveral  occurrences  which  took  place  while  be 
fceld  this  command  have  been  already  given  in  the  life  of  the  earl  of 
Northed,  with  whom  he  was  detached,  by  the  commodore,  for  the. 
ftreighti  of  Malacca,'  toon  after  the  fquadran  quitted  Madagascar.. 

N.B.  Campbell,  as  well  as  all  other  hittoiisna,  crroneiiiiGy  (late 
this  (hip  to  have  been  the  Diamond,  a  miftake  they  have  fallen  into  by 
following  the  authority  of  the  official  accounts  with  which,  ft  range  10 
fay,  the  blunder  originates.  , 

**  I  have 
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"  I  have  fent  (fays  the  rear-admiral)  this  exprefs  by 
captain  Moore,  of  the  Devonfhire ;  and  it  would  be  doing 
great  injustice  to  metjt  not  to  fay,  that  he  fignatifed  him- 
felf  greatly  in  the  aflioo." 

As  the  beartr  of  intelligence  fo  interefting  and  glorious, 
he  received  the  cuftomary  prefent  from  his  majefty  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  Early  in  the  year  1749  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Monmouth;  but,  as  is  to  be  expected 
in  time  of  peace,  we  hear  nothing  of  him  after  thii 
time  till  the  year  1756",  when  he  was,  either  in 
the  month  of  March,  or  April,  re-appointed  to  his  old 
fhip  the  Devonihire  t.  No  particular  fubfequent  mention 
is  made  of  him  till  the  year  1758,  when  he  was  com- 
mander-in-chief, with  the  rank  of  commodore,  on  the 
Well  India  ftation,  having  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the 
Cambridge.  Nothing  material  took  place  till  the  month 
of  January  1759,  when,  having  been  joined  by  a  rein- 
forcement from  England,  coniifting  of  eight  (hips  of  two 
decks,  with  a  frigate  and  four  bomb -ketches,  under  com- 
modore Hughes,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  under 
the  command  of  general  Hopfon,  he  failed  on  an  expedi- 
tion againft  Martinico,  which  illand  was  marked  out  as 
-  the  firft  object  of  attack.  The  troops  were  landed  on  the 
1 6th;  but  many  utiforefcen  difficulties,  and  impediments 
appearing,  which  were  deemed  infuperable  by  a  force  no 
greater  than  that  under  the  joint  commanders,  the  attack 
was  declined,  and  the  army  reimbarked  without  oppontioru 
After  a  demur  of  two  or  three  days  as  to  the  expediency  of 
making  an  attack  on  any  other  part  of  the  iiland  than  that 
firft  a  (limited,  it  was  agreed  to  be  moft  advantageous  for 
the  public  fervice,  that  the  fquadron  and  its  convoy  (hould, 
without  delay,  proceed  to  Guadaloupc,  to  the  conquelt  of 
which  the  fquadron,  and  troops  it  efcorted,  were  deemed 
perfectly  competent. 

The  commodore  arrived  off  the  town  of  BafTeterre  on 
the  22d  of  January,  and  immediately  removed  his  pendant 
into. the  Woolwich,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  better  able 

*  Except  that  during  a  pan  of  the  peace  he  commanded  'he  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  yacht,  which  he  relinijuifhed  when  the  armament  took 
place  in  175s-  • 

t  Altaic  caocliifion  of  the  year  he  was  one  of  the  member!  of  Mr. 
"Jiyng'i  cDun-DtaiuaJ,  and  w»  one  of  rhofe  who  wiflied  the  oath  of 
fecrtcy  might  be  difpenfed  with. 
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to  fuperintend  and  direct  the  attack  than  he  could  havs 
been  had  he  continued  in  the  Cambridge  and  been  perfo- 
Rally  engaged  in  it.  The  neccifary  difpofitions  were  made 
on  the  following  day,  and  with  fuch  vigour  and  effect  was 
the  alTault  executed,  that  all  the  batteries,  and  the  fort 
itfelf  were  fo  completely  filenced  by  night,  as  to  enable 
the  troops  which  were  landed  on  the  24th,  to  take  poilef- 
fion  of  them  without  lofs,  or  even  moteftation.  The 
character  of  the  commodore  was  much  traduced  by  fome 
perfons,  for  his  behaviour  on  the  foregoing  occafion,' 
and,  as  it  appears,  very  undefervedly  fo.  The  exception 
taken  againft  him  appears  to  have  been  principally  founded 
on  his  quitting  his  (ration  in  the  line,  as  already  dated,  and 
going  on  board  a  frigate.-  But  however  unprecedented 
fuch  a  meafure  might  at  that  time  be,  few  perfons  can 
doubt  but  that  it  would,  on  many  accounts,  be  more  adT 
vantageous  to  the  fervice,  were  it  to  become  a  general  and 
unalterahle  practice.  The  only  ground  on  which  cenfurc 
could,  in  the  prefent  inflance,  be  founded,  is  decidedly  and 
completely  done  away  by  the  very  fpiritcd  perfonal  carriage 
of  the  commodore  on  all  the  numerous  preceding,  as  well 
as  fome  fubfetjuent  occafions,  and  the  very  con  fpicuous  gal- 
lantry he  had  on  allfuch  opportunities  uniformly  displayed. 
To  return  to  the  event  of  the  expedition,  fuffice  it  to 
fay!  it  was  concluded  by  the  furrender  of  the  whole  ifland, 
which,  from  its  peculiar  ftrength,  the  heat  of  the  climate, 
and  the  great  force  of  the  enemy,  was  enabled  to  hold  out 
for  three  months.  The  capitulation  was  [jgncdon  the  1  ft 
of  May.  Nothing  material  took  place  after  this  time 
during  the  continuance  of  the  commodore  on  the  Welt 
India  ftation,  from  whence,  having  previoudy  removed 
into  the  Berwick,  he  returned  with  a  convoy,  and  arrived 
in  the  Downs  on  the  23d  of  June,  1760.  He  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  again  inverted  with  any  command  till 
his  promotion  to  be  a  flag  officer.  His  firit  advancement, 
which  took  place  on  the  21ft  of  O&ober,  1762,  was 
to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red.  He  was  appoint- 
ed>  according  to  Campbell,  to  command  in  the  Downs 
during  the  fliort  continuance  of  the  war  ;  but  during  that 

.  '•  Itsfurrenderwaicriiical,forinifewtour]'ifterwirdi,M.Bompart 
arrived  wuh  a  Itrong  lijuadrcsi  10  in  relief;  but  hearing  of  tie  e»eot 
i  id  mediately  returned  to  Marti  nice 
-■  -    period 
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period  no  material  occurrence  or  event  happened. 
On  the  id  of  March,  1766,  he  was  created  a  baronet, 
and  was,  not  long  afterwards,  inverted  with  the  Port  J"-* 
month  command.  This  ftation  he  retained  during  the 
ttfually  allotted  period,  having  paifed  through  it  with  that 
dull  want  of  incident  confequcnt  to  a  time  of  profound 
peace.  On  Oct.  J  8,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  on  the  24th  enfuing  of  the 
-white,  as  he  was  to  that  of  the  red  on  March  31,1 775 ;  and, 
Iartly,  on  Jan.  29,-1778,  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue.  As  hs 
had  no  appointment  pofterior  to  that  at  Portfmouth,  which 
tve  have  already  related,  our  farther  account  of  this  gentle- 
man is  nece  Airily  confined  -to  a  mere  memorandum  of  his 
feveral  promotions,  among  which  we  muft  not  forget  to 
record,  that  he  was,  early  in  the  year  1771,  inverted  with 
the  order  of  the  Bath.. 

■  He  died  in  the  year  1779;  and,  notwithstanding  the  no 
fmall  degree  of  obloquy  raifed  againrt  him  on  a  particular 
occafion,  which  we  have  already  pointed  out,  and,  in  juftice 
to  him,  endeavoured  to  controvert,  he  left  behind  him,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  impartial,  unprejudiced  and  intelligent, 
the  honertly  earned  character  of  an  able,  a  judicious,  a  good 
officer,  and  of  a  worthy  man. 

PITMAN,  John.— This  gentleman  Was,  on  Feb.  8, 
1742-3,  appointed  from  the  Cruifer  (loop  to  be  captain  of 
the  Aldborough,  as  fuccefibr  to  capt.  Toms,  who  then  re- 
moved into  the  Alderney.  During  the  enfuing  faring  hewas 
employed  as  a  cruifer,  in  which  occupation  he  had  the  good 
fortune  10  capture  a  valuable  French  prize  from  Marti  nico, 
bound  to  Havre  de  Grace.  A  gentleman  of  the  fame  name 
was  in  the  enfuing  year  commander  of  the  Saltafh  Hoop 
of  war  on  the  coatt  of  Scotland,  and  has  been  improperly 
confounded  with  this  pcrfon  ;  but  the  former  neverattajned, 
to  the  rank  of  captain,  the  Saltafh  having  overfet  not  long 
after  the  time  juft  mentioned;  the  commander  and  the 
major  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  crew,  periflted  on 
that  unfortunate  occafion.  Little  other  mention  is  made  of 
capt.Pitman,exceptthat,ini745andi746,hewasoneofthe 
members  of  the  court-martials  convened  for  the  trials  of 
the  officers  charged  with  mifconduct  in  the  Medhen  anean, 
and  commanded  a  fhip,  we  believe  the  Canterbury,  at 
-  the  (lege  of  Cape  Breton.  He  died  in  England  on  the  5th 
•f  March,  1752. 

POWLET, 
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POWLET,  Charles, — The  firft  mention  we  find  made 
of  this  gentleman  is  his  promotion,  on  0&.  to,  1743,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Biddeford  frigate.  He  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  1748  in  the  fame  veflel ;  he  was  then  on  the  Ja- 
maica ftation  under  commodore  Dent,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Falmouth.  At  the  end  of 
that  year  he  commanded  the  Tilbury,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of 
the  fquadron  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Know  Its,  who  had  ar- 
rived at  Jamaica  fome  time  before  to  take  the  command, 
and  promoted  him  to  the  ihip  he  was  then  captain  of. 
His  conduct  in  the  encounter  with  the  Spanifh  admiral, 
Riggio,  was,  and,  as  it  proved,  very  undefervedlycenfured 
by  his  commander,  who  did  not  openly  and  regularly  pre- 
fer a  fpecific  charge  againft  him,  but  threw  out  many 
inlinuations  which  were  at  laft  productive  of  a  court- 
martial.  The  inveftigation  of  his  conduit  ended  much 
more  honourably  for  him,  than  it  had  done  juft  bc-fors 
for  his  commander-in-chief :  fuffice  it  to  fay,  ht  was  moll 
honourably  acquitted.  No  other  particulars  relative  to  this 
gentleman  have. come  to  our  knowledge*,  except  that,  dur- 
ing a  confiderable  part  of  the  fucceeding  war,  he  was  regu- 
lating captain  at  Winchefter.     He  died  April  4, 1762. 

PRATTEN,  Edward, —  we  find  firft  mentioned  as 
lieutenant  of  the  Suffolk,  under  capt.  Knowles,  at  the  well- 
known  and  unfortunate  attack, on  La  Gutra.  In  confe- 
euence  of  his  gallantry  difplayed  on  that  occafion,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  commander  of  the  Pembroke  Prize;  and 
from  thence  was,  by  the  fame  patron,  on  the  2d  of  June, 
1743,  made  captain  of  the  Eltham.  Out  of  this  (hip  he 
was,  not  long  afterwards,  promoted  to  the  command  of 
the  Suffolk,  a  third  rate.  The  only  occafion  on  which 
we  find  his  name  fubfeqiiently  mentioned  during  the  then 
exifting  war,  is,  that  in  the  month  of  December  1747,  he 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  affembled 
for  the  trial  of  captain  Foxj  of  the  Kent.  Soon  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the 

*  When  tarl  Temple  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  the  admiralty. 
board,  in  1756,  captain  Powlet  was  ippoimed  to  the  Royal  Williim, 
and  was  ordered  to  repair  10  town  to  rake  up  to*  com  million  ;  bat  aa 
tut  arrival  was  toU  there  was  no  cunimiliioii  for  him.  The  tact  was, 
the  junior  lords  of  the  admiralty  took  upon  them  to  fuperccde  trie 
.commiflion  in  order  10  fcive  friends  of  their  own,  as  earl  Temple  went 
110  mure  to  the  board. 
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month  of  January  1749,  he  appears  to  have  commanded 
the  Aflurance,  of  forty-four  guns  ;  and  in  the  month  of 
April  or  May  following  to  have  removed  into  the  Blandford 
frigate.  After  this  time  no  particular  notice  is  taken  of 
him  till  about  the  month  of  April  1751,  when  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Prince  Edward. 

He  removed,  about  the  month  of  July  following,  inttf 
the  Charlotte  yacht ;  and  we  believe  him  to  have  retained 
this  honourable,  though  far  from  conspicuous  itation,  for 
foriie  confiderable  time,  no  notice  being  taken  of  him  fill 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  France,  in 
1756.  We  believe  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  officers 
tent  out  to  the  Mediterranean,  forthe  purpofe  of  fupply- 
ing  the  place  of  thofe  who  were  ordered  to  England  as 
evidences  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Byng,  as  we  find  jiim  re- 
ported to  have  been  captain  of  the  Buckingham,  on  that 
nation,  when  the  fquadron  was,  at  the  conclulton  of  the 
year,  commanded  by  fir  Edward  Hawke.  About  the 
month  of  July  1757,  he  removed  into  the  Intrepid,  and 
in  the  following  year  was  commanding- officer  of  a  fmall 
fquadron,  ordered  to  cruife  to  the  wdhvard.  In  this  oc- 
cupation he  was  extremely  diligent  and  active;  qualities  " 
which  did  not  pafs  unrewarded,  many  prizes  having  been 
made  by  the  (hips  under  his  orders;  one  of  them,  the 
Raifonable,  a  French  man  of  war,  mounting  fixty-four 
guns,  which  was  captured,  after  a  fmart  aftion,  by  the  - 
Dorfetfhire  and  Achilles.  In  1759  he  again  ferved  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  as  a  private  captain  in  the  fquadron 
ander  the  orders  of  Mr.  Bofcawen.  He  was  prefent  at 
the  total  defeat  of  Mr.  De  la  Clue's  fquadron  in  the 
month  of  Auguft;  but  having  failed  to  alliit  captain 
Kirke  in  the  definition  of  the  Ocean,  the  French  com- 
mander's fiup,  which  had  ran  afliore  to  preferve  hericlf 
from  being  captured,  he  was  fuperfeded  by  the  admiral, 
and  not  again  employed.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
court-martial  was  held  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  into 
his  conduit  :  and  the  whole  of  the  charge  advanced  by  the 
.admiral,  that  was  made  public,  is  framed  in  the  following 
flight  and  apparently  indecifive  terms.  "  I  fent  the  In- 
trepid and  America  to  deltroy  the  Ocean ;  captain  Pratte*. 
having  anchored  could  not  get  in,  but  captain  Kirke  per- 
formed that  fervice  alone."  Neverthelefs  he  remained 
under  total  fufpenfion,  deprived  even  of  his  half-pay, .till 

the 
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the  year  1762,  when  he  was  fo  far  reftored  as  to  he  put' 
on  the  lift  of  captains  with  his  former  rank.  He  did  not,' 
however,  long  furvive  this  circumllancej  dying  on  the  22d 
of  Oftober,  1763. 

SAUMAREZ,  Philip.  —  This  gentleman  was  the 
defendant  of  a  very  refpectable  family  in  Gnernfey  *.■ 
We  find  him  firft  mentioned  in  the  fervice  as  one  of  the 
lieutenants  of  the  Centurion  tj  under  Mr.  Anfon,  at  the 
time  he  proceeded  in  that  (hip  on  his  expedition  to  the 
■  South  Seas.  On  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Saunders  to  be 
commander  of  the  Trial  (loop  J,  he  became  the  firft  lieu. 
nant  to  the  commodore:  and  having  already  related'  at 
fotne  length,  in  our  account  of  that  gentleman,  the  lead-* 
ing  and  nioft  prominent  occurrences  of  the  voyage,  we 
fhall  only  remark,  that  at  the  time  that  fhip  was  blown 
from  her  moorings  off  the  ifland  of  Tinian,'  as  already 
related  in  the  account  juft  mentioned  §,  Mr.  Saumarez 
was  the  commanding  officer  then  on  board.     Nothing 


fhort  of  the  molt  indefatigable  exertions,  for  the  fpace  0 
nineteen  days,  could  have  brought  back  that  (hip  to  her 
former  (ration,  confidering  the  weaknefs  of  her  crew, 
for,  notwithftanding  their  number  little  exceeded  one 
hundred  perfons,  officers  and  alt  included,  many  of  the 
people  were,  as  a  (till  farther  encreafe  of  their  difficulties, 
in  a  very  weak  though  convalefcent  ftate/ 

The  capture  of  the  Caba-Donga,  better  or  more  gene- 
rally known  as  the  Manilla  galleon,  is  ftill  frefh  enough  in 
the  memory  of  all,  to  render  needlefs  any  J]  addition  to  the 
account  of  that  event,  which  has  been  already  given.  Mr. 
Saumarez,  who  had  a£ted  with  the  greateft  a&ivityandfplrit 
duringlhe  adtion,  was  appointed  commander  of  the  prize, 
by  Mr.  Anfon ;  from  the  date  of  which  commiftion,  on  the 
2iftof  June,  17^3,  he  took  rank  as  a  captain  in  the  navy. 
The  fubfequent  events  are  immaterial.  The  prize  having 
been  difpofed  of  by  the  commodore  to  the  Chinefe  rner- 

"  He  was  tbt  foil  of  Mathew  Dc  Saumarez,  of  the  iduid  of 
Guemfey,  efq.  »nd  Ann  Durell,  his  wife,  a  lady  from  jcrfey :  he  »u 
born  on  the  17th  of  November,  1710. 

t  Ar  which  time  he  v/as  thirty  year!  old,  and  had  ferved  in  the 
loyal  navy  upward)  of  fourteen  yean. 

J  Which   veffel  he   bimfelf  afled  u  commander  of,  pro  Import, 
during  the  iiincis  of  captain  Saunderi. 
"  t>  Vol.  iv.'  p.  113. 
'     f  Vol.  b.  p.  117.         ' 
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thants,  Mr.  Saumarez  returned  to.  England  in  a  privaU 
capacity.  His  firft  appointment,  after  his  arrival  was  to 
the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate;  in  which  -Ration  he  had  net 
opportunity  of  difplaying  that  gallant  fpirit  which  was  in- 
herent in  .him,  and  which  at  laft,  tnoit  unfortunately  fo* 
his  country  and  his- friends,  produced  his  very  untimely 
death.  '   ■;'.' 

Early  in  the  month  of  October  17+6,  he  was  made. 
Captain  of  the  Nottingham,  a  (hip  of  iixty  guns,  as  foe. 
Cjeflbr  to  lord  Graham,  who  was  taken  fuddenly  ill;  and 
being  ordered  out  onacruife*fell  in  with/,  on  the.  ntli,  4 
French  (hip  of  war,  called  the  Mats,  mounting- Gxty-fou? 
guns,  the  lower  tier  of  which  were  brafs.  We  cannot 
help  remarking,  that  we  do  not  think  fufficient  juftice 
was  done  this  brave  man,  in  the  account  officially  pub- 
lished of  this  tranfaetion,  which  is  related,  in  the.  Gazette, 
jn  the  following  flight,' and  curfory  manner: 

"  Plymouth,  Q&ober  the  lilt.  His  upjefty's  fhip.thf 
Nottingham  has  brought  in  hither  the  Mars,  a  French 
man  of  war,  of  fixty-four  guns  and  five  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  which  (he  met  with  off  Cape  Clear,  and  took  a/ter 
an  engagement  of  two  hours,  wherein  the  Nottingham  loft 
fetit  three  or  four  men,  the  Mars  forty."  '    '  . 

In  the  early  part-  of  the  year  enfuing,  he  contifctteil 
under  the. com mbnd  of  Mr.  Anfon,  and  Was  jlittfentwsih. 
him  at  the  encounter  with  the  French  fquadrott  uitdnr 
Jonqulere.  Having  received  «ry  trivial  injury  in  the 
preceding  action,  he  was  one  of  the  three  commanders 
difpatched  in  the  evening,  after  the  admiral  brought  to,  in  - 
purfuit  of  the  convoy,  which  was  then  four  or  five  leagues 
di/laot.  Sncfel  however,  were  the  diligence  and  aftivjjy 
of  Mr.  Saumarez  and  his  companions,  that  the  Modefle 
and  Vigilant,  mounting  twenty-two  guns  each,  and  fix 
priies  of  inferior  confluence,  were  captured  by  them  on 
the  following  day. 

We  now  come  tti  the  laft  occurrence?  which  graces  the 

'  life  of  this  brave  and  worthy  man.     The  Nottingham  was 

one  of  thefliips'compofing  the  (quad ron  fent  out  under 
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rear-admiral  Hawke,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,M  cruifefirf 
the  French  fqnadron  then  fitting  for  fea,  to  be  commanded 
by  monfieur  L'Etendiere.  After  an  anxious  interval  of 
two  months,  the  enemy,  who  had  for  Tome  time  delayed 
their  departure,  were  difcovered  to  the  weftward  of  Cape 
Finilterre.  In  the  action  which  confequentty  took  place, 
Mr.  Saumarez  bore  a  very  conspicuous  (hare;  and  eager 
in  the  purfutt  of  the  Intrepide  and  Tottnant,  which  were 
endeavouring  to  make  their  eicape  under  the  cover  of  the: 
night,  became  up  with  thofe  (hips  about^ight  o'clock  ia 
the  evening.  '  After  having  engaged  them  fome  time,  he 
tew  Unfortunately  killed,  an  accident  which  terminated 
an  unfiiccefsful  though  glorious  con  left. 

Captain  Saumarez  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the 

?]Jth  year  of  his  age.  His  body,  being  brought  to  Engl- 
and, was  interred  in  the  old  church  at  Plymouth,  and  a 
plain  but  neat  monument  was  ereeled  to  his  memory  in 
Weftm  in  iter -abbey,  by  hi'  furviving  brothers  and  fillers. 

SCOTT,  Arthur*.— The  firft  intelligence  we  have 
been  able  to  procure  relative  to  this  gentleman  is,  that  he 
waaxxi  the  Mediterranean  itation  one  of  the  lieutenants  to 

*  A  particular  though  concife  account  of  'be  private  biography  of 
thia  gentleman  it  given  in  Jui  epitaph. 

•'  I« a  fi4e chancel  betongitH  to  Brabourn  cbwsh,  Kent,  atjainfl  tbt 
wall,  U  a  marble  with  thuia&riiKion. 

Nearihii  place  lie  the  renaisa  of 
,  Arthur  Scott, 

Son  of  George  Scon,  of  Scott  Hall, 

By  Cecilia  his  id  wife,  diughicr  of  fir  Edward  Deering,  hart. 

Of  Surrrnden  in  thii  county. 

Re  nurried  Mary,  the  eldefl  daughter  of  the  hot).  Chattel  Compton, 

And  fitter  to  the  prefcnl  carl  of  Northampton, 

But  left  no  iUue. 

He  wa»  commander  of  one  of  bis  tnajellv'j  (hipi  of  war  1743, 

And  com  mi  (Goner  of  the  royal  na*y  1 754.. 

He  died  the  17th  day  of  February  1/50, 

Aged  37  yean  and  9  month), 

Greatly  lameuted  by  hit  fimity  and  friend*. 

In  this  world  refpceled  by  bit  fuperiora. 

Beloved  by  ill. 

An  ornament  to  his  profeSion, 

An  honour  to  his  country, 

A  friend  to  mankind. 

fttdcA  If 59,  at  the  defire  of  W«,  Scott,  brother  to  the  deceaM. 

A  fcfr. 
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Mr.  Mathews,  who  promoted  him  to  be  captain  of  the 
Rocheiter,  a  fifty-gun  fhipt  on  the  ^th  of  Auguft,  17431 
We  find  no  fubfequent  memion  made  of  him  till  the  year 
1746,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  Baltic  with  a  convoy, 
in  what* (hip  does  not  appear,  for  he  quitted  the  Rocheiter, 
to  fay  the  latelt,  in  the  month  of  July  1744.  In  1747 
he  was  captain  of  the  Lion,  and  diifinguilhed  himfelf 
exceedingly  under  rear-admiral  Hawke,  in  the  encounter 
with  the  French  fquadron  under  L'Etendiere.  The  French 
chef  d'efcadre,  payed  him,  and  captain  Watfon  of 
the  Princefs  Louifa,  the  higheft  compliments  on  account 
of  their  gallantry,  having  attributed  his  defeat  as  in  great 
meafure  owing  to  their  exertions,  in  flopping  and  bringing 
to  action  the  rear  of  his  force  till  the  remainder  of  the 
Britilh  fquadron  got  up.  In  1748  he  commanded  at  the 
Note  with  the  rank  of  commodore*.  No  other  particulars 
occur  relative  to  this  gentleman  till  the  year  1754,  when, 
as  related  in  his  epitaph,  he  retired  from  the  line  of  active 
fervice,  on  being  appointed  commiutoner  of  the  navy 
refident  at  Chatham.  He  held  this  office  only  till  the 
year  enfuing,  when  he  was  made  extra-commiffioner  of 
the  navy,  and  died  in  that  office,  at  the  time  already  dated. 
SIMCOE,  John.  —  The  name  of  this  gentleman  is 
omitted  in  many  of  the  navy  lifts  we  have  feen.  In  fome 
of  them  he  is  Hated  to  have  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the  Kent  on  the 
28th  of  December,  1743  ;  but  Mr.  Hardy  fUtes  his  fiift 
com  million  to  have  been  10  the  Falmouth,  agreeing, 
however,  with  the  date  juft  given.  We  find  no  other 
mention  made,  not  even  of  the  commands  held  by  this 
gentleman,  till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1756,  when  he 
was  captain  of  one  of  the  (hips  then  lying  at  Portfmouth, 
and  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  convened, 
in  the  month  of  December,  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng. 
Nothing  farther  occurs  relative  to  him,  except  that,  in 
1738,  he  commanded  the  Pembroke,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered 
in  the  enfuing  year  on  the  expedition  againft  Quebec. 
He  died  on  board  that  fhtp,  in  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
on  the  14.rh.-01"  May,  before  any  operations  had  taken  place. 

*  In  the  "month  of  July  he  wii  prcfidem  of  the  court-martial  held 

en  Mi,  Tvuiewd.1,  for  killing  upuia  Gregory. 

iU  STEPNEY, 
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STEPNEY,  George,— was,  in  the  early  part  of  nf» 
fervice,  lieutenant  of  the  Garland  frigate  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean ftatinn,  from  whence  he  was  promoted  to  be 
commander  of  a  fmall  armed  veflef  captured  by  that  fhip^ 
■nd  from  thence  denominated  the  Garland  Prize. 
On  the  nth  of  June,  1743*  he  was  advanced  to 
fje  captain  of  the  Neptune,  the  (hip  on  board  which  Mr. 
LeftWk  carried  his  flag  at  the  unfortunate  encounter  with 
fl\e  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon.  He  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  in  any  degree  implicated  in  the  fab- 
fequcnt  controverfy  and  difpute  which  quickly  afterwards 
?ook  place-  He  continued  captain  of  the  Neptune,  if 
we  may  believe  fome  accounts*,  tiil  after  the  year  1745? 
but  is  not  otherwife  mentioned  during  the  continuance  of 
flte  war.  Some  time  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  at  Aix -la-Chape lie,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Aflift- 
ance,  and  ordered  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  on  which  nation 
lie  died  on  the  24th  of  May,  1753. 

STEWART,  Henry,— was,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
'I743,  appointed  captain,  of  the  Succefs  frigate,  &  veflef 
St  that  time  on  the  Welt  India  ftation.  We  believe  thi* 
gentleman  to  have  been  put  into  fome  (hip  as  acting 
captain  for  upwards  of  twelve  months  previous  to  the 
Sate  of  his'cornmiffion  as  jit  ft  given,  for  we  find  no  other 
•perfon  of  the  fame  name,  at  that  time,  a  captain  in  the 
liavy;  and  the  following  circumftance  is  related  by  too 
many  hiltbmns  of  undoubted  veracity  to  be  oueftionea* 
tven  for  a  moment. 

"  In  May  1742,  two  Englifh  frigates,  commanded  by 
tapta'm  Smith  t  and  captain  Stewart,  fell  in  with  three 
Spanifh  fhtps  of  war  near  the  iifarld  of  St.  Chriftopher's. 
They  forthwith  engaged,  and  the  action  continued  till 
night,  by  the  favour  of  which*  die  enemy  retired  to  Porto 
Rico  in  a  (battered  condition." 

On  the  fnppofed  tnlfbehaviour  of  captain  Gregory,  of 
me  Norwich,  at  the  unfortunate  attack  on  La  Guira, 


*  Thefe  »re  errdnooui,  captain  Slepiicy  having  cai'tain]yircrtro»cif 
iato  the  Toi W  when  Mi.  Kowky  JUficd .hii  flag  into  the  Nrpmnr 
.   t  Vide  tol.iv.  p.  433. 
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■captain  Stewart  was  ordered  into  that  fhip,  pro  tempore,  as. 
acting  captain ;  and  the  following,  we  doubt  not  weH-der 
ferved  blunt  encomium,  is  palled  on  his  conduit,  in  a  private' 
letter  written  from  thence.  "  The  commodore  ordered 
captain  Henry  Stewart  to  command  rhe  Norwich,  wh», 
like  a  man  of  honour,  ibon  convinced  the  Spaniards  they 
had  not  a  coward  to  deal  with."  We  have  not  been  able 
ito  collect  any  thing  farther  concerning  him,  except  the 
appointment  firft  mentioned,  and  that  he  died  in  EnglaiwJ 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1746. 

STURTON,  Thomas,— was-  on  the  28th  of  March, 
£743*'  appointed  captain  of  the  Gofport ;  but  we  find  no- 
mention  made  of  him  after  this  promotion  till  the  month 
of  May  1 744,  when,  having  in  the  interim  been  removed 
into  the  Roebuck,  a  fhip  of  the  fame  force,  he  was  ordered 
out  with  the  fqnadron  under  fir  Charles  Hardy.  Having 
been  feparated  from  the  reft  of  his  companions,  he  fell  in. 
with  and  captured,  after  a  fmart  action  of  an  hour's  con- 
tinuance, about  fifty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Cape 
Finifterre,  a  Spanilh  regi Iter,- (hip,  from  St.  'Sebaftian'^ 
bound  to  La  Guira,  carrying  eighteen  guns  and  one  ' 
■hundced  and  fifty-feven  men.  This  veiTel  proved  a  very 
valuable  prize  ;  her  cargo,  which  conlifted  principally  of 
bale  goods,  and  cordage,  having  coil,  in  Spain,  220,00a 
pieces  of  eight. 

He  arrived  at  Lifbon,  with  his  prize,  on  the  6th. of 
May ;  and  though  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  he  wafi 
£»Btlaafly  employed,  he  is  not  again  mentioned  till  the 
month  of  December  1749,  when  he  was.  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  aflemfeled  at  Deptford,  fof 
the  trial  of  rear-admiral  Knowles.  No  other  particular 
mention  is  made  of  him,  except  that  he  died  on  the  i2tb, 
of  May,  175+. 

TAYLOR,  PoiycarmiSfr-was  appointed  lieutenant  of 
the  Angurfa,  a  fijtty-gun  fhip,  ordered  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean in  the  year  1739.  He  was  promoted,  on  the  ad 
of  May,  1 743,  to  be  captai  n  of  (he  Fowey  frigate ,  and  i» 
this  (hip  we  find  him  in  the  following  year  on  the  Ja- 
maica Itation.     Returning  from  thence  in  the  month  of 

*  Previoui  10  liiis  time. he  is  raid,  in  fomc  accounts,  10  have  been 
f  oauDMuier-of  die  Phaeton  fire  {hip. 

R3  June. 
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June,  with  the  homeward-bound  trade  under  his  convoy, 
be  captured,  when  on  his  paflage,  a  very  valuable  French 
ihip  from  Martinico,  called  the  Mentor.  His  fhip  being 
refitted,  it  was  employed,  during  the  rummer  of  the  year 
J745,  as  a  cruifer  in  the  Channel,  a  fervice  in  which  he 
acquired  no  inconliderable  mare  of  renown*.  He  conti- 
nued in  the  Fowey  till  the  year  1747,  when,  (till  retaining 
$he  fame  command,  he  was  ordered  out  to  America. 
From  thence  he  proceeded  to  ijt.Ctirlftopher's  andjamaica, 
in  the  month  of  January  1747-8,  "with  commodore 
{Cnowles. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  fqnadrori  a.t  the  Iaft-men- 
tioned  ftation,  on  which  it  was  intended  to  remain,  cap- 
tain Taylor  was  promoted  to  the  Elizabeth,  of  fixty-four 
guns,  and  attended  Mr.  Know  Its,  who  was  by  this  time  pro- 
moted to  be  a  flag  qfficerion  his  fuccefsfulexpedition,againft 
Port  Louis,  and  thtf  fubfequent  one  agajnft  St.  jago  de 
Cuba,  which,  as  is  well  Known,  did  not  terminate  fo 
happily.     After  the  return  of  the  fquadron  to  Jamaica, 

*  The  following  official  account  is  given  of  a  very  Ipi riled  encoun- 
ter, in  which  he  appears  lo  have  eminently  diftinguilhed  himfelf. 
"  Admiralty. office,  June  the  (8lh. 

"  Hii  majefty'i  Ihip  the  Fowey,  captain  Taylor  commander,  on 
Wednefday  lift,  the  teth  initant.about'noon,  Cape  Antifer,  on  the  coJ.il 
cf  Normandy,  bearing  S  S.W.  lii  leaguei,  fawafail  giving  him  chafe; 
which  fooo  perceiving  her  mi  Hike,  hauled  down  her  colours  and  made 
fail  for  the  French  (hore.  She  anchored  in  the  hay  of  Fefcbampe,  about 
five  leaguei  to  the  ealtward  of  Cape  Antifer,  which  being  clear  of 
Tocki  and  Ihoals,  captain  Taylor  ventured  in  J  and  the  privateer  ob. 
ferving  it,  cut  hi*  cable,  ran  near  to  a  fort  of  fix  guns,  and  came  to 
an  anchor.  At  half  an  hour  pad  four  the  Fowey  anchored  within 
half  point  blank  (hoi  of  her.  She  was  a  (hip  of  twenty-fix  guns,  and. 
difcharged  ihem  at  the  Fowey,  as  did  alfo  the  Fort ;  but  upon  1  boat 
coming  on  board  fhe  cut  her  cable  and  made  for  the  pier.  One  of  her 
pilot)  having  loll  hii  head,  and  the  other  his  thigh, the  crew  were  obliged 
to  irufi  16  their  failing;  and  in  about  an  hour  after  the  Fowey  forced 
the  veflel  on  ftut-e  on  the  beach,  about  two  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  FeC 
champe.  Captain  Taylor  fent  his  boats  on  board  her  with  directions 
lo  burn  her,  at  it  was  the  tide  of  ebb  and  no  place  to  lie' long  at: 
bnt  finding  one  hundred  and  fifty  men'oA  board,  many  final]  rocks 
about  her,  which  made  fo  great  a  fea  that  it  -was  impolitic  to  lake 
the  men  out,  was  obliged  to  leave  her  'upon  Wr  btoadftde,  bilged, 
her  fore  mad  gone,  her  lee  gunnel  broke,  guns  fpiked,  fmall  arm* 
toflcd  overboard,  and  in  otlier  relpecls  completely  difabled."  All  the 
men  on  board'  are  fuppofed  ro  be  drowned,  except'  the  captain, 
officer!  and  men  brought  into  Spithead  by  the  Fowey,'  which  are  in 
•II  ntU  above  forty,  She  was  called  the  Griffin,  of  St,  Malo." 
-    T '-■'      ' Mr. 
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Mr.  Taylor  was  taken,  by  the  admiral,  to  be  his  own 
captain  in  the  Cornwall.  In  this  capacity  he  ferved  in 
the  encounter  with  the  Spanifli  fquadron,  under  Reggio , 
but  peace  taking  place  alrrioft  immediately  fubfequent  to. 
that  event,  and  the  admiral,  together  with  the  grater  part 
of  his  fquadron,  returning  quickly  afterwards  to  England, 
no  farther  mention  is  made  of  any  command  held  by  this 
gentleman  till  the  mondi  of  April  1756,  when  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Prince  George,  a  fecond  rate. 
He  did  not  long  continue  in  that  lhip,  being,  foon 
afterwards,  removed,  we  believe,  into  the  Royal 
William.  He  is  faid  to  have  commanded  fome  other 
(hips  fublequent  to  this  time* ;  and  alfo  to  have  been,  for 
one  or  two  cruifes,  captain  to  fir  Edward  Hawke.  In 
1762  he  retired  from  the  fervice  with  the  rank  and  half-, 
pay  of  a  rear-admiral  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  and  conti- 
nued ever  afterwards  to  live  totally  in  retirement,  princi- 
pally refiding  in  the  biihoprick  of  Durham,  where  he 
died  fometime  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 780. 

TOMS,  Peter't.— We  find  this  gentleman,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1742,  commander  of  the  Saltafh  (loop  of  war. 
From  this  veftel  he  was,  on  the  1 2th  of  February,  1 742-3, 

fromoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Alderney,  a  twenty -gun  fhip. 
[e  retained  this  command  upwards  of  two  years,  as  we 
find  him  in  the  fame  (hip,  in  the  month  of  February 
1744-5,  Rationed  off  the  coaft  of  Portugal.  While  thus 
employed,  he  is  mentioned  only  as  the  captor  of  a  French 
merchant- lhip,  called  the  Badine,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons,  fix  guns,  and  thirty-one  men,  laden  with  provifions  ' 
and  ftores,  from  Rochetle  for  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo. 
In  1745  he  removed  into  the  Lizard,  alfo  a  twenty- 
gun  fhip ;  and  from  thence  quickly  afterwards  into 
the  Hornet  J,  a  veflel  of  the  fame  force  with  the 
two  preceding :  but  no  anecdotes,  or  particulars  con- 
cerning him  have  come  to  our  knowledge  during  the  time 


•  The  Ramilliei  in  particular,  in  1738.  On  tbii  account  he  hat 
been  frequently  confounded  with  captain  Witiewronj«  Taylor,  who 
commanded  thai  unfortunate  (hip  at  the  time  it  wu  loft. 

t  He  it  bid  to  hire  praviouOy  been  fir  ft  IJentCMOl  of  the  Norfolk. 

}  This  veflel,  aa  well  ai  the  Luard,  were  both  on  the  (loop  ellab- 
Ulirucnr,  though  captain  Toms  had  the  tank  of  >  poll  captain. 

R4  he 
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Re  field  thofe  commands,  or,  indeed,  while  he  coniiniifdl 

ftfthefervice. 

;  In-170?  j\e  retired  from  i(  altogether,  and  was  put  on 
AelVper-annliated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 
rear-admiral ;  but  did  nor  long  enjoy  this  honourable  kind, 
of  penfiop,  dying  at  his  houfc  in  Mariham-ftreqt,  \Veft- 
frtlnfter,  on  the  2oth  of  February,  1763. 

•  TYRREP,  Richard.— 'This  gentleman  we  believe  to 
have  been  Introduced  into  the  navy  tinder  the  patronage 
alnd  care  of  that  brave  and  ever -to- be- revered  character 
tit  "Peter  Warren,  who  was  his  uncle.  His  firft  appoint^ 
rhent  in  the  rank  of  poft  captain  was,  according  to  Mr, 
Hardy,  to  the  Siiperbe;  but,  from  rnore  authentic  in- 
formation, we  find  his  firft  commillion,  which  is  dated  off 
(he  26th  of  December,  1743*  waE  '°  lrie  Laimcefton  *. 

"  No  circumftances, ,  whatever,  relative  to  this  gentleman 
are  known  to  us  till  the  year  1755,  when  he  was  captain! 
dfthelpfwtch,  of  fixiy-four  guns,  one  of  the  fhips  put  into 
Commiliion  at  Plymouth,  we  believe  in  conference  of 

•  In  1748  he  commanded  *  frigate  in  ihe  Weft  Indies,  where  a 
Very  difagreeable  affair,  which  might  have  terminated  very  leiioufly. 
Occurred;  and  on  which  occafion  his  behaviour  is  recorded  in  the 
following.  Tcry  handfome  terms  by  Smullet. 

"  In  the  he  ginning  of  the  year  ihe  governor  of  Barbadnei  having 
.Wei  ved  intelligence  that  ihe  French  had  begun  to fct  tie  the  ifiantj 
of  Tobago,  fern  ihitbcr  captain  Tyrrel,  in  a  Frigate,  tu  learn  ihe  par- 
ticulars. Thai  officer  found  above  three  hundred  men  already  landed, 
ftcured  hy  two  baLteries  and  two  fhips  of  war,  and  in  daily  expefla. 
ticto  of  a  farther  reinforcement  from  the  marquis  de  Caylui,  governor 
of  Martinique,  who  hid  pub|iQied  an  ordinance,  authorizing  the  fub- 
jt8s  of  the  Trench  king  to  fcti|e  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  promifing 
to  defend  them  from  the  attemptjof  all  [heir  enemies.  Thii  affu ranee 
was  in  anfwer  to  a  proclamation,  iffued  byMr.  Greenville,  governor 
of  Barb.does,  and  flunk  up  in  different  pans  of  the  illand,  commanding 
■It  ihe  inhabitants  to  remove,  in  thirty  days,  on  pain' of  undergoing 
military  execution. 

*'  Captain  Tyrrel,  with  a  fptrit  that  became  a  commander  in  the 
Britifh  navy,  gave  the  French  officers  to  underftsnd,  thai  his  moll 
chrillian  majefiy  had  no  right  to  fettle  the  ifland,  which  was  deflated 
neutral  by  treatica;  and  that  if  (hey  would  not  defift,  be  Should  be 
obliged  to  employ  force  in  driving  them  from  their  new  settlement. 
Nigmcoraing  on,  and  Mr.  Tyrrd'a  flap  falling  to  leeward,  the  French 
captains  fci«d  that  opportunity  of  failing  to  Martinique;  and  next 
day  the  Englifb  commander  returned  10  fiarbad«a,  having  no  power 
Jo  commit  Militia."  ...  ■     S  ■     '      -■ 
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<he  apprehended  rupture  with  France.  Hiftory",  anB 
every  other  kind  or  fpecics  of  information,  are  again  filent 
concerning  him.  till  his  appointment  10  the  Buckingham, 
which  took  place  not  lon»  after  the  declaration  of  war. 
He  was  foon  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  we  find  him(  *' 
in  1758,  in  company  with  the  Cambridge,  attacking  a 
fmall  fort  in  Grand  Ance  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Marti nico. 
It  was  deftroyed  and  levelled. with  the  ground:  no  mats- 
rial  lofs  or  injury  being  fuftained  by  the  gallant  afiailanis: 
jhree  out  of  four  privateers  which  lay  under  its  protection 
were  deftroyed ;  the  fourth  being  carried  to  Tea  with 
Ihem,  was  Converted  into  a  tender.  An  anfwer  made  by 
this  brave  and  worthy  man,  to  his  men,  who,  flufhed  with 
victory,  wifhed  to  deftroy  a  neighbouring  village,  is  too 
honourable  to  his  humane  difpofition  to  be  fuppreffed. 

"  Gentlemen  ({aid  he)  it  is  beneath  us  to  render  a 
number  of  poor  people  miferable  by  deftroying  their 
habitations  and  little  conveniences  of  life.  Brave  Englifti- 
men  fcorn  to  diftrtfs  even  their  enemies  when  not  actually 
jn  arms  againft  them." 

In  the  month  of  November  he  difttngiiifhedhimfetf  in 
that  very  memorable  and  well-known  encounter  wfth  the 
Floriftanr,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  two  large  French 
frigates,  the  account  of  which  we  (hall  give  as  related  in 
l-.is  own  letter  to  commodore  Moore,  then  commander- 
in-chief 'on  that  ftation. 

"  Agreeable  to  your  orders  I  failed  onThurfday  night 
from  St.  John's  road;  the  next  morning  I  got  between 
Guadalupe  and  MontWrat,  and  gave  chace  to  a  fail  we 
efpied  so  the  N.W.  which  proved  to  be  his  majefty's  floop 
Weazle;  upon  enquiry,  having  found  that  (he  had  not 
met  his  majefty's  (hip  Briftol,  I  ordered  captain  Boles  to 
come  on  board  for  directions  as  to  his  farther  pro- 
ceedings. 

"  While  his  orders  were  writing  out,  we  difcovered  a 
fleet  of  nineteen  fail  W.S.W.  ftanding  to  the  S.S.W. 
upon  which  we  immediately  gave  chace  with  all  the  fail 
we  could  poflibly  croud.  About  two  o'clock  we  difco- 
'  vered  that  they  were  convoyed  by  a  French  man  of  war 
of  feventy-fonr  guns  and  two  large  frigates.  About  half 
ap  hour  after  two  the  Weazle  got  fo  cTofe  at  to  receive  a 
JS  whole 
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whole  broadfide  from  the  feventy-four  gun  lhip,  which 
did  her  little  or  no  damage.  J  then  made  the  iignai  to 
call  the  Weazle  off,  and  gave  her  lieutenant  orders  nqt  tq 
go  near  the  feventy-four  gun  (hip,  or  the  frigates,  as  the 
rfmallefl  of  the  latter  was  vaftly  fuperiqr  to  him  in  force.  By 
following  this  advice  he  could  not  come  to  fire  a  (hot 
during  the  whole  aftion,  neither,  indeed,  could  he  have 
been  of  any  fervice. 

"  While  I  made  all  the  fail  I  could,  they  were  jogging 
on  under  their  fore* fails  and  top-fails,  and  when  we  came 
up  within  half  gun-mot,  they  made  a  running  light, 
firing  their  ftern-chace.  The  frigates,  fometimes  raking 
fore  and  aft,  annoyed  me  very  much,  but  alfo  fo  retarded 
their  own  way,  that  I  got  up  with  my  bowfprit  almolt 
over  the  Flonffant's  ftern.  Finding  I  could  not  bring  the 
enemy  to  a  general  action,  1  gave  the  Buckingham  a  yaw 
under  his  lee,  and  threw  into  him  a  noble  dofe  of  great  guns 
and  fmall  arms,  at  about  the  diftance  of  half  mulket-thot, 
which  he  foon  after  returned,  and  damaged  my  rigging, 
malts  and  fails  confiderably.  The  largeft  frigate  being 
very  trouble  fume,  I  gave  him  a  few  of  my  lower-deck 
pills,  and  fent  him  running  like  a  lufty  fellow,  fo  that  he 
never  returned  into  action  again.  The  Floriflant  like- 
wife  bore  away,  by  which  means  he  got  under  my  lee  and 
exchanged  three  or  four  broadfides  (endeavouring  Hill  to 
keep  at  a  diftance  from  me]  which  killed  and  wounded 
fonts  of  my  men.  I  prefume  however  we  did  him  as  much 
damage,  as  our  men  were  very  cool,  took  good  aim,  were 
under  good  difcipline,  and  fought  with  a  true  Englifh 
fpirit. 

*'  ■  An  unlucky  broadfide  from  the  French  made  fome 
Daughter  on  my  quarter-deck,  at  the  fame  time  I  myfelfwas 
wounded,  lofingthree  fingersof  my  right  hand,  and  receiv- 
ing a  fmall  wound  over  my  right  eye,  which,  by  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  blinded  me  for  a  little  while :  I  alfo  had 
ft'veral,  contufions  from  fpli titers ;  but  recovering  im- 
mediately, I  would  not  go  off  the  deck  till  the  lofs  of 
blood  began  to  weaken  me.  The  matter  and  lieutenant 
of  marines  were  dangeroufly  wounded  at  the  fame  time. 

"  I  called  to  my  people  to  Hand  by,  and  do  their  duty, 

which  they  promifed  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs.   I  then 

went  down  and  got  the  blood  flopped,  but  returned  upon 

deck 
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deck  again;  till  finding  the  ftrain  rpade  my  wound) 
bleed  al'refh,  I  fent  for  the  firft  lieutenant,  and  told  him 
to  take  the  command  of  the  deck  for  a  time.  He  an- 
(Wered  me  that  he  would  run  alongfide  the  Floriflant 
yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  and  fight  to  the  laft  gafp.  Upon 
which  I  made  a  {beech  to  the  men  exhorting  them  to  do 
their  utmoft,  which  they  chcarfully  promifed,  and  gave 
three  cheers. 

"  I  went  down  a  fecond  time  much  more  eafy  than 
before.  Poor  Mr.  Marfhall  was  as  good  as  his  word;  he 
got  board  and  board  with  the  Floriflant,  and  received  a 
broadfide  from  her,  which  killed  him  as  he  was  en- 
couraging the  men ;  thus  he  died  an  honour  to  his 
country,  and  to  the  fervice.  The  fecond  lieutenant  then 
came  upon  deck  and  fought  the  fhip  bravely,  yard-arm 
and  yard-arm.  We  filenced  the  Floriflant  for  fome  time; 
and  (he  hawled  down  her  colours,  but  after  that, 
fired  about  eleven  of  her  lower  tier,  and  gave  us  a  volley 
of  fmall  arms ;  which  our  people  returned  with  great  fury,- 
giving  her  three  broadfides,  fhe  not  returning  even  a  iingle 
gun.  Captain  Troy  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  head  of  his 
marines,  performed  the  fervice  of  a  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  clearing  the  Flori flam's  poop  and  quarter-deck,  and 
driving  her  men,  like  fheep,  down  their  main-deck.  Our 
top  men  were  not  idle,  they  plied  their  hand-grenades 
and  fwivels  to  excellent  purpofe.  It  is  impoifihle  to 
defcribc  the  uproar  and  con  fu  (ion  the  French  were  in. 

"  It  being  now  dark,  and  we  having  all  the  rigging  in 
the  (hip  (hot  away,  the  enemy  feeing  our  condition,  took 
the  opportunity,  fet  her  fore-fail  and  top-gallant  fails,  and 
ran  away.  We  endeavoured  to  purfue  her  with  what  rags 
of  fails  we  had  left,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Thus  we  loft 
one  of  the  fineft  two- deck  fhips  my  eyes  ever  beheld. 

**  I  cannot  belfriw  encomiums  toogrcat  on  the  people  and 
officers  behaviour,  and  I  hope  you  will  ftrenuoufly  recom- 
mend the  latter  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  as  they 
richly  deferve  their  favour.  Not  with  (landing  the  great  fa- 
tigue the  fhip's  company  had  experienced  during  the  day, 
they  chearfully  continued  up  all  night  knotting  and  fplic- 
ing  the  rigging  and  bending  the  fails. 

"  I  natter  tnyfelf,  when  you  reflect  that  one  of  the 
fliips  of  your  fquadron,  with  no  more  than  fixty-five  guns 

(as 
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fas  you  know  fome  of  them  were  di  fabled  lafl  Jann. 
Jry,  and  not  fupplied)  and  four  hundred  and ' feventy- 
two  well  .men  at  quarters,  ihould  beat  three  French  men 
of  war,  one  of  fe veni y- four  guns,  and  feven  hundred1  men; 
another  of  thirty  eight  guns,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
rtien  ;  and  one  of  twenty-eight  guns,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men;  you  will  trot  think  we  have  been' deficient  in' 
our  duty.  If  we  had  had  the  good  luck  to  join  the  Briftol 
it  wbuld-have  crowned  all. 

■  "  Captain  Boles  being  on  board  the  Buckingham  I 
gave  him  directions  to  go  down  and  fuperintend  the  lower1 
deck,  w+iich  he  performed  with  great  alacrity. 

"  As  we  have  been  fo  greatly  damaged  in  our  raafts, yards, 
fails  and  rigging,  particularly  our  malls,  I  have  thought 

DJerto  fend  the  carpenter  of  the  Buckingham,  as  he  caa 
er  give  you  an  account,  by  word  of  mouth,  of  what 
fifties  we  (hall  want,  than  J  can  in  many  words  of  writing, 
'  •'  Before  1  conclude  I  cannot  help  reprefenting  to  you 
the  inhuman,  ungenerous  and  barbarous  behaviour  of  the 
French  during  the  action :  no  rafcaDy  piccaroon,  or  pirate, 
icould  have  fired  worfe  fluff  into  us  than  they  did";  fuch-  as 
ffjuare  bits  of  rrdn,  old  ru fly  nails,  and,  in  ftiort,  every 
thing  that  could  feud  to  the  deftruflion  of  men  ;  a  fpeci- 
alien  of  whkh,  plealeGod,  I  (hall  produce  to  you  upon  ray 
arrival; 

"  I  (end  you  inCfofed  a  RU  of  the  flain  and  wounded. 
"   Killed;   i  officer,  5  feamen,   1  marine, 
"'Slightly   wounded;     2    midfhipmen,    26    feamen, 
3  majines. 

"  Died  of  their  wounds;   1  midfhipma*,  1  feaman." 

'*  N.B.  The  officer  killed  was  Mr.  George  MarftiaN, 

firft  lieutenant ;  and  the  officers  wounded  were,  captain 

Tyrrell;  Mr.  Matthew  Winterborne,  mafter;  and  Mr. 

Harris,  lieueenant  of  marines*." 


*  Smollet  adds, on  what  authority  vc  lujow  not,  though  we  do  noi  dif- 
iclieve  the  (ruth  of  it,  that  the  number  of  Gain  Onboard  the  Floriflant 
Hd  not  fall  (hort  of  one  hundred  and  cigSiy,  and  (hat  her  wounded 
tfc  (aid  <o  have  exceeded  ihtee  hundred.  She  wax  (0  dibbled  in  her 
hull  that  (lie  could  hardly  be  kept  afloat  until  the  readied  Mailinioue, 
vhere  (he  was  repaired;  and  the  largdl  frigate,  together  with  the  lofi 
~r' — *-  — -   —  ™—j  r~  _«*!.  x.m->nd  -.  'o  be  ror  fome  time  ouvtf 
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'  No  farther  particular  mention,  is  made  of  JNtrvTyrrel! 
during  the  time  he  continued,  in  the  Wed  Indies,  from, 
whence  he  returned  in  .the  month  of  March,  with  the  dis- 
patches from  commodore  Moore,  containing  an  accouBt 
of  the  attack  made,  in  the  month  of  January  preceding, 
on  the  ifland  of  Martinico;  and  that  more  fuccefsful  one, 
which  fucceeded  it,  on~GuadaIoupcr  It  is  aTmoTt  ne'e3- 
lefs  to  add, .he  was  moil  graoioufty  and  affectionately  n* 
ceived  by  his  majeftyi  to  whom  he  was  introduced,  itniHS* 
diately  On  his  arrival,  by  lord  Anfon.t  '  "  . 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  following  he  was  appointed 
Captain  of  the  Foudroyant,  a  {hip  of  eighty  guns,  taken  Dot 
long  before  from  the  French,  and  efteemed,  at  that  time^ 
the  fmcfl  of  her  rate,  in  the  Britain  fervice.  How  long 
he  continued  in  this  command  does  not  appear,  nor  do  we 
find  any  other  particulars  related,  concerning  hiai,  during 
the  tine  he  remained  a  private  captain.  In  the  month 
of  ©Sober  1762,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral  of  the  white,  which' was  the  firft  flag  he  ever 
held;  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  actually  em- 
ployed till  after  the  conclulion  of  the  war,  when, he  Wat 
appointed  commander-in-chief  on  the  Antigua  (latjon. 
By  his  VigiWee  and  attention,  he,  in  1765,  defeated  a 
fcheme'the  French  had  in  agitation,  of  forming  a  fetllement 
on  fome  of  the  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cayenne, 
the  particulars  of  which  difcovejy  he  carefully  transmitted 
to  government.  This  is  the  only  materia]  mention  we 
find  made  of -him -during  the  time  he  held  the  above  com- 
mand, which  fee  quitted -in  the'followingyear.  ■  Unhap- 
pily dying  ori'board  the  PrinceJsLoulfa,  his  flagship,  when 
On  his  return  to  England,  on  the  27th  of.  June,  1766*, 
bis  corpfe  wis,  at  his  own  defire,  throwninio  the  <feat. 
WATKINS, 

*'  His  widow  married,  i"n  1767,  Robert  Fulton,  efa.  '  Ills'  mother 
died  in  1 77 1^  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  99,  in  Little  Ormoitd-itieei. 
■  t  A  very  magnificent  monument  was  ere'fled  10  his  memory  in 
Weflnriofter-afcbcy,  of  which  the  following  is  a  defcriptjon,  With  the 
IpitatnY  firbjomed. 

It  was  deligned  and  executed  tiy  that  ingenious  artill  Mr.  Read, 
who  was  pupil  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Roubifiac.  On  the  top  of  the 
tuorimnent  is  an  archangel  dtfccoiiM  with  a  tmhipet,  flMiltionlng^he 
adaiiaal  «0' eternity  from  the  fea.  The  clouds  -moving  ■Dd*,Teisj)rat*W 
Mbner&a-txltaid  slight,  ■nd.c'iow  of  trhemhs,  w  he  tip-pear- fin giiij 
ajmifei  to  the  Almighty  Creator.     The  back  ground  reprefeming. 
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WATKINS,  Richard,— from  being  commander  of 
tbe  Pembroke  Prize,  was  removed  into  a  bomb-ketch, 
and,  on  the  24th  of  February,  1743,  promoted  to  be 
captain  of  the  Eltham  *.     We  nave  no  information  what* 

ever 


darltnef*.  The  admiral'* countenance,  with  hii  right  hand  to  bit  brufl, 
i*eitprelE»e  of  con  Icientiou*  hope,  while  (he  pofinonof  hi«  left  arm  ap- 
pear* Genificant  of  hi*  feeing  fornelhing  awful  and  imprelGvc.  He  ap- 
Etr*  nfing  out  of  the  fe»  from  behind  a  large  rock,  whereon  are  placed 
ami,  with  the  emblem*  of  valour,  prudence,  andjuftice.  The  fea 
ii  di  Teemed  over  the  rock  at  the  extremity  of  fight,  where  cloud*  and 
water  feem  to  join.  OaoneGdcofitanaogelhaiwritten  t  hi*  inferi  prion, 
**  The  fea  Dull  give  up  her  dead,  and  every  one  (hall  be  rewarded 
according  to  their  works."  In  her  left  band  is  a  celcflial  crown,  the 
reward  of  virtue j  and  her  right  hand  ii  extended  toward*  the  admiral 
with  a  countenance  full  of  joy  and  happinefs.  Hihernia,  leaning  on  ■ 
globe,  with  her  finger  on  that  part  of  it  where  hi*  body  wai  committed 
to  tbe  Tea,  appear!  lamenting  the  lofs  of  her  favourite  fun,  in  all  tbe 
agony  of  heart-felt  grief.  On  one  fide  ibe  rock  ii  the  Buckingham 
(die  admiral**  fbio)  with  the  mafli  appearing  imperfect.  On  the 
other  fide  a  large  flag  with  tbe  trophic*  of  war;  near  which  ii  the 
following  inferiptioa. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Richard  Tytrel,  cfq.  wbowaidefcended 
from  an  ancient  family  in  Ireland,  »nd  died  rear-admiral  of  the 


d  the  a6th  day  of  June,  1766,  in  the  50th  year  of  hi* 
age.  Devoted  from  hit  youth  to  the  naval  fervtcc  of  hi* 
country,  and  being  formed  under  the  difcipltne  and  animated 
by  the  example  of  hi*  renowned  uncle,  fir  Peter  Warren,  be 
diflinguiOied  bimfrif  a*  an  able  and  experienced  officer  in 
laany  gallant  action*,  particularly  on  the  3d  of  November, 
175H,  when  commanding  the  Buckingham,  of  fixiy-fix  gun*, 
and  four  hundred  and  feventy-two  men,  he  attacked  and 
defeated  three  French  (hips  of  war,  one  of  which  was  the 
.FloriOanr,  of  feveoty-four  gum,  and  fevea  hundred  men:  but 
the  Buckingham  being  too  much  difabled  to  take  pouelGon  of 
her  after  fae  had  ftruck,  the  enemy,  under  the  cover  of  tbe 
night,  efcaped  In  ihii  action  be  received  fcveral  wound), 
and  loft  three  finger*  of  hi*  right  hand.  Dying  on  hi*  return 
to  England  from  ihe  Leeward  IDandi,  where  he  bad  for  three 
year*  commanded  a  fquadron  of  hit  majefly**  fliip*,  bi*  body, 
according  to  hi*  own  defire,  was  committed  to  tbe  fea,  witn 
the  proper  honour*  and  ceremonies. 

*  Many  account*  fay  the  Dudley  galley ;  but  this  ii  a  miftake,  00 
eafioned  merely  by  a  confufion  between  thi*  gentleman  and  captain 
ft.  WatkitU,  dm  brother,  who  vu  appointed  to  die  Durfley  galley, 
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ever  of  the  commands  held  by  this  gentleman,  or  the  Nations 
on  which  he  was  employed,  till  the  year  1756,  when  he 
commanded  the  Blandford,  of  20  guns,  but  how  long  pre- 
vious to  that  lime  we  know  not;  as  alfo  whether  he  was 
captain  of  that  vetltl  at  the  time  it  was  captured,  in  1755, 
on  its  paH'agc  to  Carolina,  with  Mr.  Littleton,  the  newly 
appointed  governor  of  that  fettlement,  on  board  as  a  paf- 
fcnger.  It  was,  as  is  well  known,  immediately  releafed 
by  order  of  the  French  court.  This  gentleman  was  tried 
by  a  court- martial  at  Antigua,  in  1757,  on  a  charge  of 
having  difobeyed  orders ;  which  being  proved,  he  was 
fentenced  to  be  difmiifed  the  fervice.  He  was  afterwards 
reftorcd  to  his  rank,  but  not  employed,  being  fuperannu-' 
ated  on  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1761.  He  died  in  England  in  the  courfe 
of  the  month  of  April  1770. 

WATKINS,  John,— was  the  brother  to  the  gentleman 
lad-mem  ioned.  He  was  firft,  commander  of  the  Carcafe 
bomb,  and  from  thence,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  174.3, 
was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  poll  captain,  and 
appointed  to  the  Durfley  Galley  frigate;  from  this 
vcflel  he  was  quickly,  promoted  to  the  Feverfham;  and 
from  thence  to  the  Newcaftle,  one  of  the  Mediterranean 
fleet,  under  Mr.  Mathews;  in  which  (hip  he  afterwards 
returned  to  England.  His  fobfequent  occupations  and 
fcrvices  are  unknown *,  as  well  as  all  other  particulars 

con- 


rod  of  whom  we  dull  prefently  fpeak.  The  EiQ  it,  he  had  beca  fame 
lime  before  appointed  acling  captain  of  the  Eltliam,  at  at  the  attack  of 
La  Guiia,  which  took  place  on  the  19th  of  February,  he  certainly 
— -  :n  that  capacity,  and,  the  following  return  of  the  damages  fullaincd 
*"  l  "       ■     i-      ■!>■    ■  1--  -  jnfiderablc  and  bo- 


by  the  Elthan  will  very  forcibly  prove,  how  confidents 
ooorable  a  uure  that  (hip,  which  only  carried  forty  gunt,  b. 
above  unfiKcefiful,  and,  indeed,  difafiroiu  encounter. 

"  Eltham,  captain  Watkim,  damagci  received.  Forty -four  Ciot 
through  the  bull,  thirteen  between  wind  and  water;  the  roaia-niauV 
(hot  id  five  places,  the  miien-top-maft  through  and  through,  jhe. 
JBUtn-nrd  cut  in  two;  one  dot  in  the  bowfpnt;  the  boomi,  fparel 
top-nani  and  fidici  cut  to  piecei;  fome  gum  difmouoted,  three  of. 
which  are  quite  uufciviceahlej  fourteen  men  killed,  fifty-five  ■ 
wounded." 

*  We  mull  except  the  following  little  anecdote  concerning  hit 
fervice,  which  i)  far  too  honourable  to  bit  character  to  be  omitted. 
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concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  thtf 
24ih  of  February,  1757. 

YOUNG,  James,— war,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
fcrvice,  a  midlhipman  on  board,  the  Gloucester,  at  that 
time  commanded  by  captain  Clinton,  we  believe  the  (hip, 
be  had  his  broad  pendant  on  board  of,  as  commodore  and 
commander-in-chief  on  the  Mediterranean  (lation.  In 
1739  he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Lancaster,  captain  CayWj 
in  which  fhip  we  believe  him  to  have  continued  till  Mr. 
<  Mathews  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  on  the 
Mediterranean  Ration.  Mr.  Young  was  then  appointed 
to  the  fame  flation.  under  him,  and  was  advanced  firit  to  be. 
commander  of  the  Salamander  bomb-ketch  ;  and  on  Mar 
l6,  1743,  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Kenning- 
ton,  of  twenty  guns.  His  fir  ft  appointment  as  a  poft 
captain  is  erroneoufly  dated,  by  Mr.  Hardy  and  others,  to, 
have  been  to  the  Neptune,  a  fecond  rate :  whatever  might 
have  been  the  fiibfeo.uent  commands  or  ftations  on  which 
he  .was  employed,  wc  have  not  been  able  to  colled  an)l 

He  was  one  of  the'  commanders  under  the  orders  of  captain  Powiett,-. 
•titcswird*  duke  of  Boutin,  when  ileiack-ed  by  Mr.  Mathews  to  CivitaT 
Vcccbia,  at  related  v*|.  iii.  p.  e6o.  Two  of  the  Papal  gallies  were 
then  in  the  pott,  having  put  in  there  while  the  Briufh  Sips  lay  off, 
and  before  they  bad  orders  10  proceed  10  extremities.  It  was,  not 
long  afterwards,  determined  to  attempt  burning  rbrw  in  the  harbour. 
Two  feluccas  coming  down  the  Tyber  were  therefore- detained,  ane> 
fitted  up  as  firefhips  for  that  purpofe:  the  boats  of  the  different  {hips 
were  ordered  to  attend  them  ;  the  whole  enterprife  to  be  under  the 
command  of  captain  Waritins,  who  was  The  junior  captain,  ana  to 
whom,  according  in  the  general  cullooi  of  the  fcrvice,  the  direction 
of  fuch  an  undertaking,  (a  it  were  of  right,  belonged,  ■  Captain 
Modlell,  who  was  alio  prefent,  and  was  a  fenior  officer,  infixed  rtiat 
(be  command  ftould  be  enirafled  to  him.  Captain  WiikinsoJ  coorfc 
yielded  up  his  claim,  but  infilled  on  attending*!  a  volunteer.  When 
the  Wxs  and  feluccas  hid  proceeded  to  the  very  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  (he  ceotinds  were  heard  patting  the  uotd,  and  the  belli 
ringing  the  hour:  every  thing  elfe  was  quiet,  a.  fid  appeared  to  btfpeak 
ftcwity.  Captain  Hodfell,  however,  alarmed  at  the  foregoing  eir- 
oaindance',  ordered  his  people  to  lay  on  their  oars,  and  afkedthe-adi-ict? 
of  captain  Watktns,  Whether  it  would  "he  prudent  to  proceed  ?  ibe* 
tatter  firmly  replied.  He  was  not  there1  to  give  advice,  but  to  oner 
orders.'  The  fame  quellioo  mm 5 'afterwards  prtipoled  to  other  officers' 
«fc4e&  rank,  who  onaniuloufly  returned  the  fame  anTwer.  But  eat^ 
tain  Hodfell  thinking  the  enemy  had  liken  .the  alarm,  ordered  tit! 
iMMtj&C.  to  return, 

■■&«.  -j^-     ■-"'     ..--.-        .  <...  parti- 
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particulars  concerning  him  till  the  month  either  of  March 
or  April- 1 748;  he  was  then  appointed  to.the.Dunkirk,  one 
of  the  fhips  which  we  believe  to  have  been  employed  in  the  \ 
Mediterranean.  In  the  month  of  February  1752,  he,' 
was  made  captain  of  the  Jafon;  and  after  an  interval  of 
more  than  three  years,  during  which  time  we  again  re-' 
main  unacquainted  with  any  particulars  concerning  him,i 
was,  in  themonth  of  July  or  Auguft  1755,  appointedt 
to  the  Newark,  of  eighty  guns.  He  did  not  Ion? 
^retain  the  fame  command,  being,  in  the  month  of 
OcV>ber  following,  made  captain-  of  the  Intrepid.  .  He 
was  one  of  the  commanders  ordered  out  in  the  enluing 
fpring,  under  the.  unfortunate  admiral  Byng,  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  was  one  of  ihofc  who  were  mofi  materi- 
ally engaged,  having  had  forty-eight  men  killed  and 
wounded,  a  lofs  greater  than  ttiat  fuftained  by  any  (hip  in 
the  fouadron,  the  Defiance  excepted.  At  the  very;  com- 
mencement of  the  action  the  Intrepid  had  her  fore-top- 
maft  (hot  away,  fo  that  it  hung  in  the  fore-fail,  and  back- 
jj.git,  rendered  the  (hip  tolally  unmanageable,  tlieforetack 
and  braces  bting  cut  at  the  fame  time*.  Captain  Young 
being  ordered  home  not  long  afterwards  as  an  evi- 
dence on  the'  trial  of  admiral  Byng,  was  one  of  thofe 
whole  teftimony,  though  given  with  the  greateft  can- 
do  urt,  appears  to  have  borne  hardeft  on  that  gentleman, 

irf 


*  Mr.  Byng  flatci  this  ci  re  urn  Dance,  and  its.  confluences,  it  fume 
Jengih  in  his  difpiiches,   fee  Vol.  iv.   p.  150,  el  feq'. 
.    +  See  yol.  iu.  p.  177,   bil  evidence  was  prccifely  as  follow). 

"  He  did  not  perceive  r hat  the  lofs  of  his  Fore-top  mafl  occafioneS 
any  impediment  id  ihc  rear  divifion  in  going  down  and  engaging; 
nor  that  it  endangered  any  Ihip  being  on1  board  him,  as  he  was  fo  far 
lo  leeward  thai  they  might  have  wore  clear  of  him  and  gone  down  tt> 
(he  enemy,  as  they  did  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards;  thai  if 
ihe  rear  divifion  had  bote  down  as  the  van  did,  ihey  might  have  come 
Dp  as  near  the  enemy;  and  if  (hey  bad  bore  in  a  line  oF  battle  abrcaft, 
there  would  have  been  no.dangcr  of  their  being  on  board  each  other, 
as  every  fhtp  appeared  10  him  10  have  room  to  wear.  He  depofed 
alfo,  that  there  was  no  poffibilitg  of  bringing  on  a  general  engagement 
without  the  admiral  and  rear  divifion  had  gone  down  right  before  the 
wind  upon  the  enemy,  and  carried  more  fail  than  the  van,  theit 
dillance  being  greater;  be  niid  bis  fbip  was  in  a  bad  condition,  folhat. 
all  her  ground  tteiof  powder  was  fpoiledj  that  ihc  was  alfo.  yi different ly- 

V01..  V.  S  .  .  manned, 
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in  his  mod  aflaitable  point,  his  want  of  ihat  proper  fpfrft 
of  enterprize,  which  is  at  all  times  an  elTential  to  confti- 
tute  a  good  and  complete  officer.  In  1757  he  corrmandeo' 
the  Burford,  one  of  the  fleet  fent,  under  fir  E,  Hawke, 
on  the  expedition  agajnft  Rochfort. 

The  next  interefling  notice  we  find  taken  of  this  gen- 
tleman was  not  till  the  year  1759,  when  he  was  on  board 
the  Mars,  of  feventy-fonr  guns,  with  the  rank  of  com- 
modore. In  this  {hip  he  was  prefent  at  the  glorious 
encounter  between  the  Britilh  fleet,  under  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  and  that  of  France,  commanded  by  monfieur 
Conflans :  but  being  in  the  rear  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  could  not  otlierwife  manifeft  his  fpirit  and 
aeal  than  by  crowding  all  the  fail  he  could  to  get  up  * 
with  the  commander-in-chief,  a  point  he  had  nearly 
effc&ed,  when  darknefs  put  a  premature  period  to  the 
contelt.  Immediately  after  the  action,  he  was  detached, 
by  fir  E.  Hawke,  to  Qr/iberon  Bay,  with  a  fquadron  of  five 
fliips  to  fearch  for  any  (hagglers,  or  difabled  mips,  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy's  fleet,  which  might  have  efcaped  out  of 
the  battle  ;  but  in  this  employment  he  was  not  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  with  that  fuccefs  his  diligence  and  gallantry  . 
merited.  Captain  Young  continued  in  the  Mars,  we 
believe,  nearly  till  the  conchtfion  of  the  war;  and  in  the 
month  of  September  17611,  being  then  on  a  cruife  off 
Cape  Finifterre,  is  officially  mentioned  as  the  captor  of 
a  itout  French  privateer  belonging  to  St.  Maloe's,  called 
the  Amarante.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  he 
was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  but  peace 
being,  as  is  well  known,  fhortly  afterwards  concluded,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  accepted  of  any  command.  On 
the  28th  of  October,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  white  ;  as  he  was  farther,  on  the  3 tit  of 
March,  1775,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 

manned,  but  that  none  of  thefe  defcils  were  a  detriment  to  htm  in  the 
engagement.  Hedepofed  alio,  that  the  French  fleet  went  off,  to  alt 
appearance,  without  damage,  except  the  lofs  of  one  Lop-fail  yard  ; 
and  that  our  fleet  was  not  in  a  condition  10  attack  them,  at  any  time 
before  the  council  of  waf ." 
—         "  ■   "v.  p.  485. 

is- commodore  of  a  fmall  fijuadrOD  of  obferva- 
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On  ihe  commencement  of  the  American  war  Mr. 
Young  was  appointed  to  command  at  Antigua,  whither  , 
he  immediately  repaired,  having  his  flag  on  board  the 
Portland.  He  appears  to  have  been  fingularly  alert,  ant 
to  have  met  with  a  very  confiderable  (hare  of  fuccefs  in 
the  capture  of  a  multitude  of  vcflets,  many  of  them  of  no 
incontiderable  value,  (n  the  year  1778  he  quitted  his 
command)  and  returned  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  3d  of  July,  on  board  the  Portland :  fhortly  after 
which  he  whs  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  From 
this  time  he  became  no  more  connected  with  the  public 
fervice,  living  in  perfect  retirement,  refpected,  honoured, 
and  revered  by  all  navat  commanders,  who,  knowing 
his  manifold  deferts,  were  belt  qualified  to  eft  i  mate  their 
worth  and  confequence.  He  died  in  London,  at  an'  ad- 
vanced age,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1789,  having  fur- 
vived  his  brother,  William  Young,  efq.  only  twelve 
days. 


"   *744-      . 

AMHERST,  John,  — was  the  third  fon  of  Jeffery 
Amherft,  efq.  a  bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  Elizabeth 
his'wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Keiril,  of  Hadlow,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  efq.  After  having  acted  as  midshipman 
on  board' the  Someifet,  about  the  year  1738,  under  rear- 
admiral  Haddock,  he  was  fometime  afterwards  promoted 
by  him  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  ferved  progreflively, 
on  the  Mediterranean  flation,  on  board  the  Dragon  and 
Sunderland.  He  afterwards  acquired  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  lord  Anfon,  with  whom  he  is  very  errone- 
oufly  reported,  by  fome,  to  have  proceeded  on  his  voyage 
round  the  world,  and  to  have  been,  under  the  fame  au- 
fpices,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  His  firft 
cummiflion,  as  a  poll  captain,  was  to  the  Succefs,  bearing 
date  December  the  29th,  1744;  from  thence  he  is  faid  to- 
have  been  removed,  about  the  month  of  September  fol- 
lowing, into  the  South  Sea  Caftle.  At  the  latter  end  of 
the  war"  he  ferved  in  the^Eaft  Indies  Under  Mr.  Griffin, 
but  as  captain  of  what  particular  fllip  is  not  mentioned: 
Returning  from  thence  immediately  on  the  arrangement  of 
"  S  2  peace 
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peace  taking  place,  if  not  previous  to  (he  aftua!  cefTaiion  of 
■hoftilities  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  we  find  him  after- 
wards, in  1750,  one  of  the  witneffes  examined  on  the  triar 
'of  Mr.  Griffin,  at  Portfmouth,  whofe  behaviour  his  evi- 
dence criminated  in  no  flight  degree. 

After  this  time  we  do  not  find  the  fmalleft  mention 
made  of  him,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1753,  when 
he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Mars,  of  fixty-foiir-guns, 
commilfioned  as  a  guardlhip  at  Plymouth.  When  a 
.rupture  was,  in  1755.  daily  cxpefled  with  France,  and 
itwasrefolvedin  confequencej  by  government,  todifpatch 
a  fquadron  to  North  America,  tinder  the  orders  of  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  the  Mars,  of  which  (hip  Mr.  Amherft  ftill 
continued  captain,  was  one  of  the  fleet  allotted  for 
that  fervice:  he  accordingly  failed  with  the  admiral 
above-mentioned,  in  the  month  of  April;  but  in  going 
into  Halifax,  in  the  month  ol  June,  the  Mars  was  unfor- 
tunately loft,  through  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  who  was 
conducting  it  into  the  harbour.  The  crew,  together 
with  the  guns,  as  well  as  a  considerable  part  of  the  (lores, 
were  faved ;  and  Mr.  Amherft  being,  according  to  the 
rules  and  cuftom  of  the  fervice,  tried  by  a  court-martial', 
was  moll  honourably  acquitted  of  all  blame.  Immedi- 
ately after  his  return  to  England  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Deptford,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  difpatched,  in 
the  cnfuiiig  fpring,  for  the  Mediterranean,  under  the 
orders  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  The  Deptford  was 
in  no  degree  concerned  in  the  encounter  with  the  French 
fleet  off  Toulon,  for,  being  the  fmalleft  in  the  Britim 
fquadron,  and  confcquently  the  leaft  capable  of  .refilling 
the  attacks  of  an  heavy  French  (hip  of  war,  Mr.  Byng 
made  the  fignal  for  captain  Amherft  to  quit  the  line,  in 
order,  as  he  himfelf  urged,  by  way  of  explanation  for  this 
conduct,  that  the  number  of  (hips  drawn  into  each  line 
might  be  equal. 

After  the  Intrepid,  captain  Young,  was  difabled,  the 
Deptford  was  ordered  to  take  her  ftation  ;  but  the  action 
had  then  ceafed,  and  was. not,  as  is  well  known,  after- 
wards renewed.  Captain  Catford,  who  commanded  the 
Captain,  of  feventy  guns,  being  ordered  home  as  an  evi- 
dence on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Amherft  was  ap- 
pointed his  iucceiTor ;  and  returning  to  England  at  the 
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*iofe  of  the  year,  was,  in  the  enfuing  Spring,  ordered  on 
the  projected  expedition  againit  Loiiifturg,  with  the  fleet 
commanded  by  Mr.  Holburne.  Here_  nothing  material 
appears  to  have  occurred.  In  1758  he  continued  to  be 
employed  in  thofame  line  of  fervice  and  fhtion,  under  the; 
better  aufpices  of  Mr.  Bofcawen.  After  the  farrender 
of  the  place  he  convoyed  four  regiments,  and  the  feconcj 
battalion  of  Royal  Scots,  back  to  Button,  where  they  were 
to  be  wintered,  his  brother  the  general,  afterwards  lord 
Amherit,  who  had  commanded  at  the  liege,  taking  his  paf^ 
-Cage  with  him.  This  gentleman  is  not  again  mentioned 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1761,  when  he  was  made 
captain  ofthe  Arrogant,  a  new  ihip  of  feventy-four  guns, 
juft  launched.  Little  other  confequential  mention  is  made 
of  him  during  the  time  he  continued  a  private  captain; 
all  the  information  we  have  been  able  to  colleft  being 
merely  accounts  of  him  as  a  member,  or  fometimes  presi- 
dent of  fome  courts -martial  of  trivial  confequence*;  an 
occupation,  for  which  his  natural  mildnefs,  patience,  and 
inflexible  integrity-  appeared  peculiarly  to  qualify  him, 
though  an  occupation  by  no  means  pleafant. 

In  1765  he  was  very  defervedly  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a 
flag-officer,  being  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  blue , 
in  October  1770,  he  experienced  a  fecond  promotion,  to 
be  vice-admiral  of  the  fame  fquadron.  On  the  3d  of 
January,  1776,  having  before  this  time  been  appointed  to 
command  at  Plymouth,  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of  the 
white ;  and,  in  the  enfuing  year,  vice  of  the  red ;  and,  after 
a  very  fhort  interval,  admiral  of  the  blue.  The  latter 
promotion  he  did  hot  long  enjoy,  dying  Suddenly,  as  it  is 
faid,  at  Gofport,  on  the  ,14th  of  February,  .1778,  having, 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  retained  the  Plymouth  command. 
"Of  his  character,  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  as  few  men  have  lived 
more  universally  beloved,  fo  have  fcarcely  any  died  more 

"  To  deftend  to  particulars:  he  was,  in  July  1761,  one  of  the 

members  of  *  court -Martial  held  0)1  board  oil  own  (hip,  for  the  trial 
of  captain  James  Allen,  for  the  lofs  of  ihe  Speedwell  Coop,  captured 
in  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  by  the  Achilles  French  fhio  of  war,  ot  fixiy- 
ioar  una,'  when  captain  Allen  was  not  only  mod  honoiitabty  acquit- 
ted, but  the  capture  was  declared  illegal  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations.  In  the  month  of  Fehruary  176s,  he  was  prelident  of  a 
*onU  held,  on  board  the  Union,  for  the  trial  of  Tome  deferten. 

S  3 .  lincerely 
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finccTeTy  lamented*.      He  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lindfey,  of  Portfmouth,  efq.  but  left  no  iJTue. 

•  The  following  defcfiption  of  a  monument  (reeled  by  JefTery, 
(he  late  lord  Amherft,  to  the  joint  memory  of  this  gentleman  and 
Hit  brother,  William  Amherit,  together  with  the  inlciiptioni,  will 
probably  not  be  unacceptable. ' 

Sbvekoaks  Church  (Kent). 

In  the  church,  on  the  fouth  fide,  ii  an  elegant  mural  monument 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  two  diftinguilhed  naval  arid  military 
officers,  related  to  lord  Amherfl,  of  Montreal  in  ihis  county,  dece- 
rned with  naval  and  military  infignia. 

On  the  urn  ii  inferibed  aa  follows, 

.  JohhAmherst 
Wed  Febrtury  14th,  1778,  aged  59. 


William  Pit., 

Born  January  14th,  1773; 

And  Elizabeth  Frances, 

Born  Jan.  83d,  1774.    . 

Beneath,  on  a  beautiful  flat  marble,  is  thus  inferibed. 

Near  this  place  are  dcpoGted, 

The  remains  of  John  Amherst,  efq. 

Admiral  of  ihc  blue  fquadron  of  his  majefly's  fleet. 

And  of  lieu icnant- general  William  Amherst, 

Colonel  of  the  33d  regiment  of  foot, 

And  adjutant-general  of  bn  majefty'i  forces, 

Two  of  the  font 

ft,  efq.  ofBrc 

By  Elizabeth  b 

They  entered  early  into  the  military  line. 

And  ferved  with  ardour  in  their  country's  caufe. 

The  rank  ihey  obtained  by  their  foTcreign'5  Favour 

Proved  the  merit  of  their  public  fervicet, 

.  '  .  And  was  equally  their  honour  and  reward. 

Univerfallv  eflcemed  when  living. 

Their  death  is  Gnccrely  lamented. 

In  memory 

Of  the  unvariible  and  mutual  affe8ion  of  these  brothers,    - 

Jeffery    Lord  Amberfi, 

Cauftd  this  monument  to  he  creeled  17B1. 

BARRADELt, 
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BARRADELL,  or  BORROW  DELL,  BlUmfieW,— 
was,onJuly  18, 1744*,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  thePhoenix 
frigate.  How  long  he  continued  in  this veflel  is  not  precisely 
known,  nor  do  we  find  any  other  particular  mention  made 
of  him  till  the  year  1747,  when  he  commanded  the 
Falkland,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  vice-admiral  Anfon  and  rear-admiral 
Warren,  which  defeated  and  captured  the  French  fquadrori, 
under  De  la  Jonquiere,  in  the  month  of  May.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  procure  any  other  intelligence  relative  t0 
this  gentleman,  except  that  he  died  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1749,  having,  fome  time  before,  quitted  the 
command  of  the  Falkland.  Mr.  Hardy,  we  believe  from 
erroneous  information,  Dates  his  death  to  have  taken  place 
on  the  29th  of  April  preceding. 

BEAVOR,  Edmund.— We  have  no  account  of  thjs 
gentleman  previous  to  his  appointment,  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1744,  to  be  captain  of  the  Fox.  During  the.enfuing 
part  of  the  current  year,  we  do  not  find  any  other 
mention  made  of  him,  In  the  fpring  of  1745,  he  was 
ftationed  as  a  cruifer  in  the  German  Ocean,  where  he  was 
exceedingly  ailtve,  and  met  with  fome  fuccefs;  the  moll 
confequential  of  which  appears  to  have  been,  the  capture 
of  a  very  (tout  Dunkirk  privateer,  mounting  thirty  car- 
riage and  fwivel  guns,  with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  men,  which  he  fell  in  with  on  the  15th  of 
May;  and  after  purfuing  all  nighr,  came  up  with  about 
ten  o'clock  on  the  next  day.  After  the  commencement 
of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  which  broke  out  not  long 
after  the  time  above-ftated,  captain  Beavor  was  ordered 
to  the  northward,  where  he  continued  to  behave  with  the 
fame  degree  of  adiduity,  as  is  apparent  from  the  following 
•otEcial  notice  taken  of  him. 

"  The  rebels  had  formed  a  fcheme  to  get  into  their 

,     poiieilion  a  lhip  in  Leith  road,  on  board  which  were  fome 

new  pieces  of  cannon,    about    twenty-five   barrels  of 

powder,    and  fome   firelocks,  for  the  ufe-ef  the -king's 


*  PreviouJtohisobuiningil]erankofpoftc*piain,heeomnm)<M, 
in  1 742,  the  Shark  {loop  of  war,  which  was  at  the  above  lime  ftationed  . 
u  Gibraltar  a  a  cruifcr. 
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troops.  This  vefiel,  as  there  was  no  accefs  for  her  to 
Leith,  was  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Fox  man  of  war 
in  the  Frith.  Four  matters  of  (hips  had  undertaken  to  go 
'-off  to  her  with  eighteen  hands,  cut  her  cable  and  lefher 
drive  till  me  got  out  of  reach  of  the  man  of  war's  guns, 
when  they  intended  to  carry  her  into  Leith  harbour.  But 
the  night  before  this  was  to  have  been  executed,  captain 
Beavor  got  intelligence  of  the  plot,  and  immediately  put- 
ting twenty  of  his  hands  on  board  her,  moored  her  under 
*is  own  ftern." 

■  The  above-mentioned  occurrence  took  place  in  the 
middle  of  October,  and  captain  £eavor  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  furvive  it  only  one  month;  being  out  on  a 
cniife,  he  was- unhappily  overtaken  by  a  violent  gale  of 
wind,  in  which  the  Fox  foundered,  off  Dunbar,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  the  captain  as  well  as  all  the  crew  pe- 
rifhing  with  her; 

:  BENTLEY,  Sir  John— This  gentleman  was  one  of 
"the  lieutenants,  we  believe  the  feCond,  of  the,  Namur,  the 
■flag  (hip  of  admiral  Mathews,  at  the  time  of  the  encounter 
:©ff  Toulon,  in  February  1744.  He  was  promoted  by 
that  gentleman,  on  account  of  his  very  meritorious 
conduct  on  that  occafion,  after  ten  years  fervice  as  a 
lieutenant,  to  be  commander  of  the  Sutherland  hof- 
pital  fitip,  as  fucceftor  to  lord  Colville,  immediately 
■after  the  engagement  abovemeniioned.  He  was,  on 
'the  ift  of  Atigtitl,  1744,  promoted  to  the  rank'of  poft- 
captainj'  and  appointed  to  the  Burford,  of  feventy  guns. 
He  did  not  long  retain  that  iiation,  being  ordered  home 
as  an  evidence  on  the  different  court's- martial  which  took 
place  in  the  years  1745  and  6,  particularly  in  that  held 
"on  captain  Bumfth  In  1747  he  was  taken  by  admiral 
Anfon  to  be  his  captain,  in, the  Prince  George,  Of  ninety 
■guns,  and  acted  in  that  Capacity  at  the  memorable  defeat 
of  De  la  Jonqttiere.  He  continued  ever  afterwards  the  . 
-favourite  of'lord'Anfon,  but  quitted  the  Prince  George 
'■immediately1  on  the  return  of  the  fquadron  into  port,  and 
was  appointed  captain  of  the  Defiance,  of  fixty'guns.  In 
.this  rfiip  he  fcrved,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
;u^der  rear-admiral,  afterwards  lord  Hawke,  and,  confe- 
'qucntly,  bore  his  part  in  the  feeond  defeat  fuflained  bj 
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the  enemy,  in  the  month  of  October,  on  the  difcomfiuire 
of  inonfieur  L'Etendierc. 

We  find  no  fubfequent  mention  made  of  this  gentle- 
man til!  the  month  of  June  1749,  and  then  only  as  having 
been  one  of  the  members  of  the  courl -martial,  held  at 
Portf month',  on  board  the  Invincible,  of  which  (hip  he 
was  then  captain,  for  the  trial  of  lieutenant  Couchman 
and  others,  who  had  piratically  feized  the  Che  Iter  fie  Id  man 
of  war  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  In  1755  he  commanded 
the  Charlotte  yacht,  and  in  the  month  of  June  or  July 
1756,  was  appointed  to  the  Barfleur,  of  ninety  guns. 
At  the  clofe  of  that  year  he  was  one  of  trie  members  of 
the  court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  trial  of  the  , 
unfortunate  admiral  Byng;  but  is  not  otherwife  particu- 
larly noticed  till  1758,  a  drawn  fiance  by  no  means  un- 
common in  the  commander  of  fo  capital  a  (hip,  even  iri 
the  mictit  of  war,  more  particularly  as  the  French  court 
always  appeared  extremely  careful  of  hazarding  an  action, 
except  in  cafes  of  the  laft  and  higheft  emergency.  In  the 
year  juft  mentioned  we  find  him  captain  of  the  Invincible; 
of,feventy-fourguns,  into  which  fhip  he  removed  from  the 
Barfleur;  but  how  long  he  had  previously  held  that  com- 
mand we  do  not  know.  This  (hip  was  one  of  the  ftjua- 
drbn  ordered  for  the  expedition  againft  Louifhtirg  in  the 
month  of  February ;  but  in  turning  out,  miffed  flays,  and 
unfortunately  running  afhore  on  a  flat  between  the  Dane 
and  the  Horfe  of  Langfton  harbour,  to  the  eaftward  of 
St.  Helen's,  notwithstanding  every  podible  afliftance 
was  rendered  her,  fhe  was  totally  loft*.  His  next  ap-  ' 
point  mint  we  believe  to  have  been  to  the  Warfpight,  of 
feventy -four  guns,  which  fhip  he  commanded  in  1759,  as 
one  .of  the  Mediterranean  fouadron  under  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Bofcawen.  In  the  afliofi  off  Cape  St.  Vincent  with 
the  French  fquadon  under-  M.  De  la  Clue,  which  took 
place  on  the  19th  of  Augu  ft,  he  had  a  very  lingular  op- 
.  portunity  of  highly  diftinguifhing  himfelf,  of  which  he 
molt  gallantly  took  the  grealeft  advantage.  Admiral 
Bofcawen,  in  his  official  account  of  the  action,  mentions- 
him  in  the  following  very  honourable  terms,  "  Captain 
Benttey,   of  the    Warfpight,    was   ordered    againft    the 

*  In  conference  of  (bis  unhappy  accident  be  wu  tried  by  a  court- 
•ovtiat,  and  ruoft  bonvurably  acquiucd. 

Temeraire, 
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Temeraire,  of  feventy-four  guns,   and  brought  her  off 
with  little  damage,  the  officers  and  men  all  on  board." 

The  continuance  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  on  that  ftation 
being  no  longer  neceflary  after  this  victory,  Mr.  Bentley 
returned  'to  England,  and  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  on  the  15th  of  September.  Being  immedi- 
ately afterwards  presented  to  his  majefty,  he  was  moil 
gracioudy  received,  and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood 
conferred  on  him,  an  honour  well  earned  and  worthily 
deferved.  The  Warfpite  was,  immediately  after  this, 
ordered  to  join  the  Beet  under  fir  Edward  Hawke,  with 
whom  he  ferved  at  the  time  of -the  memorable  defeat  given 
to  the  lad  naval  exertion,  or,  armament  df  France,  during 
the  war;  fo  that  he  had  the, fortune  which  very  few,  if 
any,  naval  commanders,  him  (elf  excepted,  could  ever 
boaft  of  being  prefent  at  every  naval  .encounter  of 
confequence,  or  that  deferved  the'nameof  an  action,  from 
his  firit  entrance  into  the  n3vy  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
It  is  atmoft  fuperfluous  to  add,  he  acquitted  himfelf  with 
equal  honour  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  advantage  to  his 
country  in  them  all. 

Sir  John  continued  in  the  fame  (hip,  and  employed,  as 
in  the  preceding  year,  under  the  command  of  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  during  the  enfuing  naval  campaign  of  1760^ 
But  the  enemy  having,  after  their  late  defeat,  no  naval 
force' of  any  confequence  at  fea,  nothing  material  appears 
to  have  occurred  to  him,  except  his  having  been  over- 
taken, with  other  mips,  by  a  violent  ftorm,  in  the  month 
of  September,  by  which  he  was  obliged  to  cut  away  his 
main  and  mizen-mafts  to  prevent  driving  on  more :  he, 
Jiowever,  got  fafely  into  Plymouth,  and  is  not  again 
mentioned  as  having  been  at  fea  as  a  naval  commander. 
I1MJ61,  or,  according  to  Beatfon,  in  the  enfuing  year, 
he  was  appointed  an  extra -coram  iffioner  of  the  navy,  an 
office  he  refigned  on  being  promoted,  on-  the  aSth  of 
December,  1 763*,  to  be  rear-ad  mi  rsl  of  the  white.     No 


promoted  10  be  a  ftae-officer  till  upwards  of  twelve  months  after 
cthets,  his  juniors  in  fcrvice,  as  lord  Edgcumbe,  Mr!  Swan  ton,  Mr, 
Graves,  Mr.  Parry,  and  Mr.  Kcppel,  bad  been  railed. to  that  rank. 
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other  notice  is  taken  of  him,  except  that,  in  the  month  of 
October  1770,  he  was  piogrefljvely  promoted  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  and  white,  and  died  holding  the  latter 
rank  on  the  14th  of  December,  1772. 

BERTIE,  Lord  Thomas, — was  the- fourth  fon  of 
Robert,  firft  duke  of  Ancafter,  and  Albinia  his  dutchefs, 
daughter  to  major-general  William  Farrington,  of  Chiflel- 
hurft,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  Having,  like  his  noble 
brother  the  lord  Montague  Bertie,  of  whom  we  have  before 
ihortly  fpoken*,  betaken  himfelf  to  the  naval  fervice, 
we  find  him,  in  1744,  commander  of  the  Drake  (loop.; 
from  which  he  was,  on  March  14,  1743-44  promoted  tfc 
the  rank  of  poll  captain  in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the 
Phoenix,  of  twenty  guns.  In  this  (hip, he  was  immedi- 
ately afterwards  ordered  on  a  cruife  in  the  Channel, 
where,  on  the  20th  of  the  enfuing  month,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fait  in  with  and  capture,  after  a  ftnart  aSion  of 
an  hour's,  continuance,  a  French  fhip  mounting  twenty- 
four  carriage  guns,  called  the  Neptune,  bound  from  Mor- 
laix  to  Cadiz.  Early  in  the  year  1745  he  was  promoted  to 
theWincheiter, of  fifty  guns,  and  ordered  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
■where  he  ferved  under  the  commodores  Barnett  and  Peyton, 
as  well  as  fubfequent  to  them,  vice  admiral  Griffin.  The 
different  actions  which  took  place  in  that  part  of  the  world 
were  not  only  ex tremelyuriinte reding,  but  have  been  already 
particularly  related  in  the  lives  of  the  commanders- in-* 
chief.  .  His  lordfhlp  was  ordered  to  England  early  in 
the  year  1749,  but  did  not  live  to  revifit  his  native 
country,  dying  on  board  his  thip,  after  having  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Channel,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1740T. 

BOWDLER, 


•  See  vol.  t.  p.  4,  et  feq. 

♦  On  the  6thof  Auguft  following  his  eorpfe  w»t  carried  from 
Portfmouih,  in  great  funeral  pomp,  10  be  interred  at  ChitTrl  hurft,  in 
which  church  ii  a  beautiful  monument,  ornamented  with  an  Urn,  in- 
circled  wiln  a  fclloon  of  Bowers.  Between  irophifi  nnrl  naval  caSgas 
of  war,  in  Aaiuary  marble,  a  naval  engagement  it  finely  cjfprcfferl  in 
bafio  relievo,  under  which  it  this  infeription. 

Sacred  to  thofe  virtues  that  adorn  a  Chnftlan  and  a  fatter,  this 

marhk  perpetuates  the  memory  of  the  right  honourable  lord 

Thomas  Bertie,  captain  in  the  royal  navy.     Kh eminent 

atilitiw  in  hit  profeffioo,  and  amiable  qualities  in  private  life, 

rend- 
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BOWDLER,  John, — was  a  younger  fori  of  Thomas 
Bowdler,  of  Queen-fmiare,  London, -efq.  by  Jane  his  wife, 
*  Lie  ft  daughter  of  fir  Jofeph  Martin,  knight,  a  very  emi- 
nent Turkey  merchant.  He  was  born  on  the  13th  of 
'February,  1708-9,  and  was  originally  bred  to  the  law. 
•  This  profefiion  he  foon  quitted,  and  having  entered  into 
lhe  naval  fervice,  was  promoted  by  Mr.  Mathews,  at  that 
lime  .;oinmander-in-chief  on  the  Mediterranean  ltatjon, 
from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the 
Carcafe  bomb-ketch.  This  promotion  took  place  in  the 
.year  1743.  He  was,  on  November  8,  1744,  advanced 
Ao  be  captain  of  the  Dartmouth.  In  this  veflel  he  did 
fiot.long  continue,  being  probably  appointed  to  it  merely 
/pr  the-  purpoie  of  giving  him  poft,  as  we  find  him,  early 
ih  174$^.  captain  of  the  Lpweftoffe  frigate,  on  the  Medi- 
terranean ftatiop,  and  mentioned  particularly  as  the  captor 
jpf  live  yeffels,  four  under  Genoefe  and  one  under  Nea- 
.politan  colours,  which  he  carried  into  Leghorn.  He  after- 
j*'fl*ds  repaired  to  the  Weft  Indies,  but  in  what  particular 
,ftiip  we  know  not.  His  health  having  been  greatly  im- 
paired during  his  continuance  on  that  itation,  we  believe 
him  pot  to  have  accepted  any  command  after  his  return 
.from  thence.  He  reiided  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
311  Canterbury  *,  No  other  particulars  whatever  are  re- 
flated concerning  him,  except  that,  he  died  there  on  the 
jgth-of  Aprjl,  1754. 

,-■  CHADAVICK,  Richard, — Coon  after  being  appointed 
a  commander  in  the  navy  was  made  a  regulating  captain, 
■and,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1743,  was  appointed  to  the 
Drake  Hoop.  On  the  16th  of  January  following  [1744) 
he  Vas  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Gibraltar  frigate. 


rendered  his  death  univerfilljr  regretted*.  Obiit  the  sgth  of 
July,  »?*9,  sef»"J  foe  ao.  He  wai  Fourth  fon  of  ihe  molt 
coble  Robert,  duke  of  Ancaftcr  and  Keftevcn,  marques  and 
eat]  of  Lindfcy,  &c.  &c.  lord  great  chamberlain  of  England,' 
by  bit  fecond  wife  Albinia,  daughter  of  lieutenant-general 
Farrington. 


•  He  married  Carolina,  rfaughter  of Hicks,  efq.  by  whom  he 

Jefr  two.  children;.  Caroline,  who  died,  unmarried,  Feb.  5,.  1770,  aged 
-ly,;  anrl  Amu,  who  alio  died,  unmarried,  Sept.  16,  177a,  aged  ao. 
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We  believe  him  lo  have  continued  in  this  fhip  till 
the  month  of  July,  when  he  was  removed  into  the 
Cornwall,  of  eighty  guns,  as  captain  to,  vice-admiral 
Davers,  with  whom  he  proceeded  out  to  the  Weft  Indies 
in  the  month  of  November.  He  continued  on  that  ftation, 
and  alfo  captain  of  the  Cornwall,  during  the'  remainder  of 
his  life ;  but  the  naval  events  during  that  period,  and  par- 
ticularly in  that  part  of  the  world,  were  extremely  uninte- 
refling.  The  firft  material  mention  we  find  made  of  him 
•is  in  the  month  of  March  1747-8,  when  the  affaulttook 
place  oh  the  town  and  fort  of  Port  Louis;  the  Cornwall 
was  (rationed  in  the  center,  and,  being  the  (touted  (hip, 
again!!  the  heavier!  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  a  private 
letter,  written  by  an  officur  on  board,  dated  two  days  aftei 
the  action,  ftates,  "  that  the  crew  were  ordered  not  to 
fire  till  the  fhip  was  moored  within  piftol  (hot  of  the  fort." 
This  injunction  was  punctually  obeyed,  though  they,fbr\a 
confiderable  time,  had  to  receive  the  enemy's  fire,  which 
was  extremely  hot  and  furious,  and  did  confiderable 
damage  to  the  mails  and  yards  of  the  Cornwall  while 
bearing  down  ■  As  foori  as  the  fhip  was  moored,  the  com- 
pliment was  returned  with  fuch  violence  and  fuccefs,  that 
the  enemy's  cannon  were  filenced  in  a  few  minutes,  fa 
that  they  only  fired  a  (hot  now  and  then.  One  (hut,  a 
thirty-two  pounder,  from  the  Cornwall,  killed  three  out  ■■ 
of  five  officers  loft  by  the  enemy  on  this  occafion ;  and  the 
execution  otherwife  done  by  her  was  equal  almost  to  that  - 
luftained  by  the  fire  of  all  the  other  (hips,  for  captain 
Chadwick  was  fo  near  that  not  only  his-  great  guns,  but 
alfo  the  inufketry  from  his  tops  and  forecaftle,  did  confi- 
derable execution.  He  did  not  long  firrvive  this  event* 
dying  on  the  26th  of  June  following.  Mr.  Hardy,  and 
many  manufcript  lifts  of  naval  officers,  through  miilake, 
Date  this  gentleman  to  have  died  on  the  9th  of  June,  1746. 
COLLINS,  Richard,?— was,  about  the  month  of  Au- 

Sifl  1743,  appointed  commander  of  the  Grampus  (loop, 
n  the  7th  of  July,  1744,  lie  was  promoted  to  be  captain 

*  In  the  month  of  February  1747-8,  he  was  one  of  ihe  riaemben 
'•f  the  court-martial,  held  at  hnwici,  for  the  rrial  of  capuin  Crook- 
frnk*.  .....  ■  -       .    . 

of 
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of  the  Gibraltar,  but  did  nut  remain  in  that  vefTel  longer 
than  till  the  month  of  September  following,  when  he  was 
advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Dover,  of  forty-four 
guns.  ■  Of  fo  little  intereft  were  his  different  fubfequent 
commands  and  occupations  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war,  that  we  find  no  mention  whatever  made  of  him,  nor 
indeed  till  nearly  the  recommencement  of  ,hofti  lines,  in 
1755,  towards  the  latter  end  of  which  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Princefs  Royal.  About  the  month 
of  May  or  June  1 756,  he  was  removed  into  the  Terrible,  ' 
of  feventy-four  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  againtt 
Louifburg,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Holburne,  in  the 
jcar  1757.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him,  but  that 
in  1762,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with 
the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  in  or 
about  the  year  1779. 

COLVILLE,  Alexander,  Lord, — the  fourth  who  bore 
that  title,  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  John,  the  third  lord,  and 
Mifs  —  Johnflon,  daughter  of  — —  Johnfton,  efq.  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Having  betaken  himfelf  to  a 
naval  life,  we  find  him,  about  the  year  1743,  lieutenant  of 
one  of  the  lhipson  the  Mediterranean  flat  ion,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Mathews,  who  promoted  him,  firft  to 
be  commander  of  the  Sutherland  hufpital-fhip,  and,  on 
March  6,  1 744,  to  be  captain  of  the  Durfley  Galley. 
Before  the  conclufioh  of  the  year  he  was  advanced  to  the 
Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  as  fucceffor  to  the  lord  Forrefter. 
He  remained  on  the  Mediterranean  Matron  at  leaft  till  1746, 
,  how  much  longer  we  are  unacquainted ;  but  in  April,  in  the 
Vear  juft  mentioned,  we  find  him  to  have  put  into  Leg- 
horn, for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  fome  damages  he  had 
juft  before  fuftamed  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind.  As  foon 
as  refitted  he  was  ordered,  by  vice-admiral  Medley,  to 
cruife  offthecoaft  of  Genoa,  where  he  captured  a  French 
veflel,  and  deftroyed  eight  others,  three  of  them  under 
Genoefe,  and  five  under  Papal  colours.  Thefe  veftels  ■ 
■were  principally  laden  with  corn;  and  their  deftruelion 
.being  highly  felt  in  that  country,,  where  a  great  want  of 
provifions  prevailed,  the  diftrefs  occafioned  by  this  cir- 
cumfla'nce,  was  a  juft  punifliment  for  the  perfidy  of 
the  inhabitants  and  theii  rulers,  who,  though  pretendedly 
neutral, 
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neutral,  had  taken  every  poflible  means  to  injure  thecaufe 
of  Britain,  and  favour. the  operations  of  her  enemies. 

Singular  as  it  may  be  thought  in  the  life  of  an  officer  of 
his  lordfhip's  known  merit  and  activity,  we  find  no  other 
mention  whatever  made  of  him  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  nor,  indeed,  after  its  conclufion,  till  the  year  1753, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Northumberland,  of  feventy 
guns,  one  of  the  (hips  fitted  for  a  gu'ardlhip  at  Plymouth. 
He  continued  in  the  fame  fhip  nearly  as  long  as  he  remained 
in  active  fervice,  a  period  of  nine  years,  and  intheprogref- 
live  Rations  of  captain,  commodore,  and  rear-admiral.  Jn 
175-5  he  was  one  of  the  commanders  difpatched  for  North 
America  under  Mr.  Bofcawen  ;  but,  the  tint  in  formation 
we  have  of  him  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  is  in 
•7S7>  when  he  again  repaired  to  North  America,  on  the 
unfuccefsfu!  expedition  lent  againft  Louifburg,  under  ad- 
miral Holburne;  as  he  did  again,  in  1758,  on  thai  more 
fortunate  one  which  then  took  place,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Bofcawen.  After  the  reduction  of  that  important  place,  his 
lordlhip  was  left  with  the  temporary  rank  of  commodore  to 
command  on  the  American  flat  ion,  during,  the  winter,  with  a 
force  fufficient  for  the  protection  pf  the  conquef.r  and  other 
Britifh  pofleflions  in  that  quarter.  In  the  enfjiing  fpring  he 
joined  fir  C.  Saunders,  who  was  fent  out  with  a  ftrong  force 
from  England,  and  ferved  under  him  at  the  fubfequent 
expedition  againft  the  capital  of  Canada.  After  the  re- 
duction of  that  important  fettlement  his  lordfhip  returned 
to  Halifax  for  the  winter,  and  was  extremely  vigilant 
during  its  continuance,  in  preventing  the  introduction  of 
any  fuppliei  from.11 "ranee,  for  the  ftlpport  and  fuocourof  the 
ancient  inhabitants  and  party.  .  I  n  particular  he  captured, 
about  the  month  of  January,  a  large  French  (hip,  bound 
up  the  river  St.  Laurence,  mounting  twenty-two  guns ; 
and,  as  foon  as  the  froft  broke  up,  which  event  took  place 
about  the  middle  of  April,  he  repaired  with  his  fquadron 
to  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting 
any  fupplies  from  France,  as  well  as  for  the  relief  of 
Quebec,  then  befieged  by  the  French,  But  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  alacrity  and  activity  difplayed  by  his  lord- 
fhip, that  important  fortrefs  was  relieved  a  day  or  two 
before  his  arrival,  as  will  be  prefently  ieen  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Swan  ton. 

He 
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He  continued  on  the  fame  ft  at  ion,  having  under  him  a 
fquadron  of  ten  or  twelve  (hips,  during  the  year  1761** 
without  meeting  with  any  occurrence  attractive  enough  to 
merit  general  or  particular  notice.  In  the  following  year 
he  became  morediftinguiftied  by  the  total  difcomfittire  of 
2  defultory  attack,  made  by  the  French,  on  the  Britifti 
fettlements  at  Newfoundland-!-.  He  returned  from  his 
(ration,  and  arrived  at  Spilhead  on  the  25th  of  October, 
with  his  own  (hip  the  Northumberland,  the  Superbe,  the 
Shrewfbury;  and  Minerva  frigate.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  month  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral 
of  the  white.  He  afterwards  commanded  in  chief  on  the 
coaft  of  America  the  firft  fquadron  ordered  thither  after 
the  conclufioh  of  the  war,  having  his  flag  on  board  the 
Romney.  At  his  return  from  thence  he  married,  on 
the  lit  of  October  1768,  the  lady  Elizabeth  Macfarlane, 
filter  to  the  earl  of  Kelly.  We  have  no  other  particular? 
concerning  him  that  merit  relation,  except  that  he  died  in 
Scotland  on  the  -2iil  of  May,  1770,  having  been  for 
fomc  time  in  a  very  declining  (tatc  of  health,  for  the 
recovery  of  which  he  had  in  vain  tried  Bath,  and  other 
remedies  ofuhe  fame  kind. 

CORNWALL,  Frederic.  —This  gentleman,  cottlin 
to  captain  James  Cornwall,  whofe  extreme  gallantry  we 
have  already  had  occafion  to  record,  was  lieutenant  of  the 
Marlborough,  of  ninety  gnns,  at  the  memorable  en- 
counter with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon- 
That  Ihip  was,  as  it  may  be  well  remembered,  reduced  to 
a  mere  wreck,  and  her  brave  commander  ilairt.  Mr. 
Frederick  Cornwall  bore  his  (hare  in  defending  this 
devoted  velTclwith  the  molt  active  intrepidity,  till  he  was 
difabled  from  farther  exertions  by  theM  unhappy  lofs  of 
his  right  arm,  after  having  before  received  feveral  con- 
tufions,  and  injuries  which  were,  not,  at  fuch  an  exigency, 
of  furhcient  confequence  to  impede  his  farther  exertions. 
As  a  very  proper  reward  for  his  fpirited  conduct,  and 
recompenfe  for  the  fufferings  he  underwent  in  confe- 
_quenc£  of  it,  he  was  immediately  promoted  to  fucceed 

*  In  the  early  part  of  this  year  he  was  fo  much  indifpnfed,  that, 
report  having  long  forerun  the  difaltcr,  his  lord  fhip's  death  was  formally 
announced  in  many  of  the  periodical  publications  of  the  tinie. 

+  M.  De  Ternay,  the  French  commodoic,  fled  ibsiaflaMbc  htarcJ 
(if  bit  lordlbip's  approach. 
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his  deeeafed  relative  in  the  command  of  the  Marlborough, 
his  commiflion  for  that  purpofe  bearing  date  February  the 
nth,  1744,  being  the  very  day  on  which  the  action  took 
place.  His  wounds,  however,  as  may  naturally  be  con- 
C,eiVed»  prevented  him  from  executing  the  necefTary  duties 
of  fo  confequentiat  a  command :  and  the  requifite  atten- 
tion to  his  recovery  and  future  health,  demanded  his  tem- 
'  porary  retirement  from  a  fervice,  in  which  he  had  acquired, 
at  Rich  a  perlbnal  expence,  fo  much  honour. 

We  hear  nothing  of  this  gentleman  from  this  time  till.. 
the  month  of  June  1749,  when  he  commanded  the 
Sunderland,  and  afforded  as  (hiking  ati  inftance  of  bene- 
volence in  private  life,  as  he  had  before  of  heroifm  in  his ' 
public  capacity.  That  nobly  charitable  inftitution  the' 
Foundling-hofpital  was  then  in  its  very  infancy,  and' 
captain  Cornwall  is  to  be  recorded  as  having  not  only 
handfomely  contributed  himfelf,  but  promoted  a  farther' 
fnbfcriptton  among  his  officers  and  people  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  fame  philanthropic  end.  About  the  end  of 
the  year  1755,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Revenge,  of  feventy 
guns,  which  was  one  of  the  (hips  ordered  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  Mr.  Byng,  in  the  entiling  fpring.  Of  the 
occurrences  in  that  expedition  we  have  already  had  too  much 
reafon  to  be  explicit :  that  part  which  capt.  Cornwall  bore: 
in  that  encounter  will  heft  appear  from  a  minute  of  the  evi-' 
dence  he  gave  on  the  trial  of  his  unfortunate  commander- ' 
in-chief*.     From  this  time  we  believe  him  to  have  totally' 

lived' 


_•  He  raid,  that  bo  went  t«  hii  wifldowjahaft  to  take  a  view  of  the 
fleet  when  in  line  of  battle :  thai  he  was  greatly  furprited  to  fee  the' 
admiral  and  hit  divilion  at  fo  great  a  difhnce  as  be  was  upon  the 
weather  quarter:  that  feeing  the  Intrepid  in  dift reft,  and  no  (Igual  given 
for  removing  her  o')t  of  the  line,  he  went  10  her  affiilance,  and  after 
get  tine  her  out  of  the  line,  Fell  into  her  ftation,  engaging  the  Foudrov- 
■nt,  the  French  admiral,  as  the  (hip,  which  he  imagined,  fell  to  his'Iot, 
according  to  the  then  line  of  battle:  be  laid  he  knew  of  no  impediment' 
lh»t  could  pretfent  the  admiral  from  engagingat  a  proper  ttiliance,  any- 
more than  the  reft  of  the  fieri;  he  obferved,  that  he  was  iipon  hisoaih  to 
fwear'the  whole  truth,  and  would  do  fo,  though  he  knew  fnme  things  he 
was  going  to  fay  would  affeft  himfelf.  He  gave  his  teflimony  with  great 
clearnefs,  which  in  fome  points  affefied  the  admiral  much.  The' 
admiral,  afier  afoing  (he  captain  fome  tjueflions,  which  feemed  10  im- 
peach hint  (the  captain')  of  breaking  the  line,  &c.  obferved  to  the 
Vol,  V.  T  court, 


,v  Google 


»$0  LIVES  AND  CHARACTER*  OP 

lived  in  retirement  with  refpeil  to  ferrice**  indeed'  the? 
misfortune  which  had  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  befallen 
him,  though  it  did  not  completely  incapacitate,  muft  have 
tendered  the  active  (ration  of  a  commander  extremely 
inconvenient  to  him.  Ho  lived  many  years  after  he  had, 
as  we  have  above  ftated,  quitted  the  fervice,  not  dying  till 
after  the  year  1786. 

DOUGLASS,  Sir  James,  —  far  as  we  have  been 
»We  to  difcover,  is  no- where  mentioned  till  his  ap- 
pointment, on  the  19th  of  March,  1744,  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Mermaid.  We  have  no  account  of  the  fer- 
vices  or  commands  in  which  he  was  employed  after  this 
time,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  174.8,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Berwick,  of  feventy  guns.  This  (hip 
was  put  out  of  commiflion  in  the  month  of  July  following. 
Capr.  Douglafs  is  faid  to  have  been  afterwards  appointed  to 
the  Porcupine  frigate  ;  but  we  are  uncertain  whether  it  was 
this  gentleman  or  captain  John  Douglafs,  of  whom  we 
ftall  have  to  give  fome  account  hereafter.  About  the 
month  of  June  1755,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Bedford,  of 
feveniy-fbur  guns,  a  (hip  ordered,  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
for  Gibraltar,  with  a  convoy.  He  arrived  there  fafe  with 
his  charge  on  the  4th  of  September,  having  captured  three 
French  veffels,  laden  with  merchandife,  &c.  while  on  his 
pafiage  thither.  Mo  mention  is  made  of  his  Cervices 
during  the  year  1756,  or  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
particularly  employed,  except  that  we  find  him,  in  the 
month  of  December,  to  have  been  one  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial  held  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng.  to. 
the  month  of  May  1757,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
Alcide,  one  of  the  (nips  employed  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember en  fuing,  under  the  command  of  fir  Edward  Hawke, 
in  the  unfucceisful  expedition  againfl  Rochfort.  Captain  _ 
Douglafs  is  particularly  mentioned,  as  having  been  ordered 

conn,  that  hi)  reputation,  which  was  dearer  10  him  thin  life,  nay,  his 
life  alfo,  were  in  the  power  of  the  court-martial,  and  in  better  hands 
he  defired  them  not ;  but  faid,  he  believed  he  Ihould  prove,  that  the 
Revenge,  by  breaking  (be  line,  wai  a  grot  impediment  in  hit  way ;  - 
and  that  if  he  could  not  prove  that,  or  iometbing  like  it,  hi  added, 
"  The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me." 

*  He  ii  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  Cornwall,  of 
feventy-four  guns, »  new  Ihip  launched  in  1761.  This,  however,  is 
a  drcura fiance  we  flidngljj  diibelieve. 

to 
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to  affifl  rear-admiral  Brodwick,  m  founding  the  coaft 
from  the  Point  near  Kochelle,  down  to  Fort  Fouras, 
The  ill  fuccefa  attendant  on  this  expedition  is  welt  known. 
In  the  enfuing  year  captain  Douglafs  continued  to  be 
employed  on  Channel  fervice  principally  as  a  cruifer,  a 
fervice  in  which  he  was  extremely  a  ciivc,  and,  as  will  appear 
by  the  following  account,  not  unfuccefsful.  Having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a  French  frigate  of  thirty-fix  guns, 
called  the  Felicite,  having  a  vefiel  arme  en  flute,  mounting 
24  guns,  under  her  convoy,  had  juft  failed  from  Bourdcaux, 
the. latter  laden  with  cannon,  (hells,  and  other  warlike  ftures, 
for  the  life  of  the  forts  and  ihips  of  war  at  Hifpaniola, 
he  refolved  to  attempt  intercepting  them,  and  was  fa 
fortunate,  on  the  20th  of  September,  as  to  overtake  them 
about  twenty  leagues  to  the  weftwanf  of  Cape  Finifterre. 
The  cargo  of  the  prize  was  more  confequential  than 
valuable,  confining  of  fix  twenty-four  pounders,  twelve  . 
eighteen  pounders,  fix  mortars,  threo  thoufand  fliells  of 
large  dimenfions,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  cordage, 
canvafs,  and  other  ftores. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1759  the  Alcide  was  ordered  . 
to  join  the  fquadron  then  equipping,  under  the  orders  of 
fir  Charles  Saunders,  and  defined  for  the  expedition  againft 
Quebec.  He  was  chofen  by  the  commander-in-chief  to 
be  the  melfenger  of  his  fuceefs ;  in  confequence  of  which 
added  10  his  own  meritorious  fervices  on  the  foregoing 
occafion,  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  the 
cuitomary  gratuity  of  five  hundred  pounds  from  his 
majefty.  Early  in  the  year  176a  he  was  appointed, 
fucceflbr  to  Air.  Moore,  in  command  as  commodore  on 
the  Leeward  Mand  ftation  ;  and  having  hoifted  his  broad 
pendant  on  board  the  Dublin,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on 
the  loth  of  March,  having  with  him  the  Bienfaifant  and 
Belliqueux.  He  arrived  at  Antigua,  after  a  quick  and 
profperous  palfage,  totally  uudiveriified  by  any  remarkable 
erent  or  occurrence.  The  diligence  and  attention  paid 
by  himfelf  in  the  difrribution  of  his  cruilers,  added  to  the 
fpirit  and  the  vigilance  difplayed  by  the  different  officers 
under  his  command,  not  only  afforded  the  mod  complete 
protection- to  the  Britiih  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world,  btit  effected  the  moft  ferious  injuries  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  by  capturing  feveral  of  their  veflels  even  under  the 
T  2  guns 
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guns  of  their  fortrefies*.  It  is  obfemd,  by  an  hiftoriart 
of  no  i  neon  fide  rable  reputation  +,  '*  that  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
whom  we  have  already  fpoken,  Rationed  his  crui  ferswith  the 
greater!  judgement  and  fuccefs;  nor  was  the  fquadron 
(rationed  off  the  Leeward  lilands,  during  the  years  1760 
and  61,  lefs  alert  and  effectual  in  protecting  the  Britifh 
traders,  and  fcouring  the  feas  from  the  Martinico  priva- 
teers, of  which  a  great  number  were  taken  J." 

In  the  month  of  June  1761,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
lord  Rollo,  who  commanded  the  land  forces,  undertook, 
an  expedition  f  again  ft  the  French  ifland  of  Dominica;  the 
complete  reduction  of  which  was  effected  with  the  trivial 
lofs  of  eight  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  1762,  (till 
continuing  in  the  fame  placid  uninterrupted  line  of. fuccefs, 
and  retaining  the  command  he  had  held  with  fo  much 
honour  to  himfelf  and  advantage  t«  his  country,  he  pro- 
ceeded, according  to  his  instructions  from  England,  with  a- 
confiderable  part  of  the  force  under  his  orders,  to  join 
fir  George  Pocock,  who  was  proceeding  on  the  memor- 
able and  fuccefsful  expedition  agalnft  the  Havannah.  He 
effected  this  junction  off  Cape  Nicholas,  the  north-weft 
point  of  Hifpaniola,  on  the  27th  of  May;  He  did  not 
long,  however,  continue  with  the  fleet,  but  proceeded  in 
a  iingle  (hip  for  Jamaica,  from  whence  he  quickly  after- 
wards failed  for  the  Havannah  with '  a  confiderable  ■ 
number  of  merchant-fhips,  bound  for  England,  under  his 
convoy.  His  arrival  at  that  juncture  was  particularly 
fortunate,  and  contributed,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the 
fuccefs  which  crowned  the  expedition.  The  face  of  the 
country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Moro  Fort  was  ex- 


•  The  captain*  Obrien  and  Taylor,  in  the  Temple  ind  Griffin, 
cut  out  ihe  Virgin,  Formerly  a  BritiHi  iloop  of  war,  and  three  priva* 
teeri,  from  under  the  baiteries  ai  Grenada,  and  afterward]  took  nine- 
teen  {hips  bound  to  Miriioico  with  provilioni;  eight  or  nine  priva- 
teen  were  alio  captured  about  the  fame  time,  by  different  (hips  belonging 
ro  the  fquadron. 

+  Smaller.. 

J  By  the  commodore')  difpatches,  dated  December  the  13th,  1760, 
it  was  dated,  that  the  Emerald  had,  a  Ihort  time  before,  captured  four 
privateers,  ihe  Echo  two,  and  the  Levant  one. 

(,  The  naval  Force  confuted  of  the  Dublin,  BelliqueUX,  Sutherland, 
and  Montague,  ftipi  of  the  line,   with   fome  frigates  and  fmalier 

tremely 
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tremely  rocky,  and  the  earth  which  covered  it  (o 
thin,  as  by  no  means  to  afford,  when  thrown  out  from  the 
trenches,  a  fufficient  parapet  to  them ;  fo  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  a  large  quantity  of  cotton  bags  procured  from  the 
Jamaica  convoy,  under  the  protection  of  lir  James,  the  pro- 
secution of  the  attack  would  have  been  at  leaft  extremery 
difficult.  The  wants  of  the  army  being  fupplied,  fir  James, 
v;ho  then  had  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Centurion, 
took  his  departure,  with  his  convoy,  for  England.  He 
arrived  fafe  in  the  Downs  on  the  0.tb  of  September,-  and 
in  the  enfuing  month  was  very  defervedly  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  rear-admiral  ,of  the  white. 

The  peace  was  concluded  immediately  afterwards,  and 
fir  James  returned  to  the  Weft  Indies  as  commander-in- 
chief  on  that  ilation,  a  period  which  pineo'  ill  that  un'm- 
terefting  manner  which  it  was  natural  to  expect.  The 
only  occurrence  demanding  the  fmallrft  notice,  appears  To 
have  been  the  fuppreffion  of  an  infurreflion  of  negroes  at 
the  Berbices,  to  which  the  prudent  meafurcs  taken  hy 
him,  are  acknowledged,  by  the  Dutch,  to  have  been 
particularly  in  ft  ru  mental.  In  the  month  of  October 
1770,  he  was  advanced  prog  re  (lively  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  and  white.  In  1773  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief at  Portfmouth,  and  having  hoifted  his  flag 
on  board  the  Barflcur,  continued  on  that  ftation  during 
the  ufually  allotted  period  of  three  years.  On  the  3d  of 
February,  1776,-  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  red ;  but  after  he  quitted  the  command  juft  (fated, 
appears  to  have  been  in  no  way  whatever  concerned  or 
coflnefted  with  the  public  fervice.  In  1778  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  be  admiral  of  the  bine,  as  he  was  of  the  white 
»n  1782.  Having  lived  in  peaceable  and  honourable  re- 
ttreroent  upwards  often  years,  he  died  at  lalt  in. Scotland 
in  the  year  1787. 

EDGCUMBE,  George*,  Earl  of  Mount  Edgcumbe, 
,  -^was 

*  •'  This  family,  denominated  from  rlie  manor  of  Eggecotnbe, 
Eggcombr,  and  Egccomb,  (as  it  bas  been  varionGy  written  in  foimct 
records)  in  the  piriih  of  Cheriion  Fim-Fain,  near  Creditnti,  has  been 
n  Devon  fhirt;  and  in  that  cburch  i: 
divert  aoati  of  aims  be" 
>n  the  Kign  0f  Jtine  Edward  Hid.  Willi* 
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—was  the  fecond  fon  of  Richard,  firft  lord  Edgcumbe,  fo 
created  April  20,  1742.  Having  made  choice  of  a  mari- 
time life,  he  was  fent  when  very  young  to  fea,  asmidihip- 
:man  on  board  one  of  the  (hips  (rationed  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Haddock.  After  palling 
through  that,  as  well  as  the  fupericr  though  (til!  fubordinate 
ranks  of  lieutenant  and  commander,  he  was,  Aug.  19,1744, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Kennington,  a  20  gun  ihip. 
No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  for  fome  time,  except 
that,  towards  the  end  of  the  year 1745,  he  was  promoted 
■to  the  command  of  the  Salisbury,  of  fifty  guns,  in  which 
Ihip  he  continued  till  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  '  On  the 
,'ift  of  March,  1747.  he  carried  into  Plymouth  a  French 
Eaft  India  fhip  of  (even  hundred  tons,  called  the  Jafon, 
■which  he  fell  in  with. on  the  30th  of  January,  in  the 
-  latitude  of  47  degrees  47  minutes  north,  r  06  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  Scilly.  She  mounted  thirty  guns,  had  one 
:  hundred  and  eighty  men  on  board,  and  was  bound  from 
•■Port  L'Orient  to  Pondicherry,  laden  chiefly  with  flora 
;and  ammunition,  together  with  eight  cafes  of  filver. 
We  do  not  find  him  again  taken  any  notice  of  till  the 
year.  1751*:  he  then  commanded  the  Monmouth,  and 
was  feat  out  to  Gibraltar  fenior  captain,  or  commanding 


wife  Hiltaria,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  de  Cotehelc,  of  Cotehele 
in  ihc  county  of  Cornwall,  chiefly  relided  thete.     Il  is  now  wrote 

'  Cattail,  and  it  feparated  from  Devonfbire  only  by  the  breadth  of  the 
river  Tamer.  In  1378  ine  (aid  William  de  Eggeeomb,  writing  him- 
felf  of  Cotehele  in  Cornwall,  granted  lands  in  Midd'cton  to  the  con- 
vent of  Tayiftock,  in  Devonlhire.  He  died  1380,  and  left  iffue,  by 
her,  William  Edgecomb,  efq,  who  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of 

Dcnfet.     He  bad  a  grant  in  6  Hen.  V.  with  Royal  Hethe,  of 

the  cuftody  of  the  lead  mines,  with  the  filver  ore  therein,  which  were 

.  in  Devon  (hi  re.  He  leftiffuc  Peter  Edgecombe.efq.  wbo,in  isHco.VI. 
was  returned  a-.nongfl  the  chief  of  tbe  county  of  Devon,  who  inac|s 
oath  for  themfelves,  and  retainer!,  to  obferve  the  laws  then  exifting, 
from  which  Peter  Edgecombe  this  family  is  lineally  defcendrd."-, 

*  He  was  returned  to  the  parliament  which  met,  for  the  difpatcb, 
of  bufir.efi,  on  the  121b  of  November,  1747,  at  rep  refenta  live  for  the 
boroughs  of  Piympton  and  Fowey,  but  look  his  feat  for  the  latter  pf 
thole  plates.  He  was  re-elected  for  the  fame  borough  at  the  general 
election  in  1754';  ai  he  was,  a  third  time,  in  1761 ;  but  became  a  peer 
of  Great  Britain  before  the  parliament  met,  in  confequence  ol  tbe 
death  of  Richard  the  fecond  lord,  his  elder  brother. 

officer 
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fefli.cerof  a  fmall  fquadron  confirming  of  three  (hip?  of  the 
line, .including  his  own,  ordered  thither  for  the  purpofe  of 
fhiftinga  part  of  thegwrifbn,  and  bringing  from  thenc« 
the  regiments  of  Wolfe  and  Skelton,  which  had  been  long 
ftationcd  there.  Nothing  appears  to  have  occurred  to  him 
during  his  ab  fence  on  this  fervice  more  material  than  his 
falling  in  with  a  French  fquadron,  confiding  of  four  mips 
■of  the  line  and  five  frigates,  under  the  command  of  a  rear- 
admiral,  between  whom  and  Mr.  £dgcumbe,  the  compli- 
ments and  civilities,  cuftomary  on  fuch  occalioos,  mutually 
paired. 

He  arrived  at  Spithcad  on  the  3d  of  Attguft,  after  a 
•paffage  of  twenty-two  days.  He.ji  ne  ethcrwife  noticed 
sill  the  following  -year,  when  he  removed  in%>  the  Dept- 
ford,  of  fixty  guns,  a  fliip  newly  launched.  He  was  foon 
afterwards -appointed  commander  with  the  nominal  rank 
of  commodore  of  the  fmall  fquadron  ordered  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  which  it  iscuftomarytokeep  there  in  time 
■of  peace  even  though  hoftilities  are  not  apprehended  from 
any  quarts*  whatever.  Here  he  remained,  almoft  without 
interruption,  tiH  1756,  when  France  put  a  fudden  period  to 
public  tranquillity  in  that  part  of-rhe  world,  by  a  formidable 
attack  and  invafion  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca.  Mr.  Edg- 
cumbe,  with  the  whole  of  his  fmall  fquadron,  was  in  the 
iarbour-of  Mahon  at  the  time  the  French  fleet  firit  made  its 
appearance  off  that  place, and  might  eaftly  have  been  blocked 
up,  as  well  as  not  improbably  compelled  to  iliare  its  fate. 
Monf.  Gallifoniere,  and  the  duke  de  Richlieu,  general-in- 
xhief,-  not  extending  their  views  beyond  the  conqueft  of  the 
ifland  itfelf,  the  palfagewas  left  open  for  the  Britilh  (hips, 
and  Mr.  Edgcumbc  failed,  on  April  20th,  for  Gibraltar 
■onboard  the  CheTterfield,  of  forty  guns,  being  followed 
the'enfuing  day  by  the  Princefs  Lou i fa,  Portland,  and 
Dolphin.  On  his  junflion  with  Mr.  Byog  he  removed 
into  the  Lancalier,  of  fi*ty-iix  guns;  in  which  lhip  we  find 
him  prefent  at  the  indecifive  rencontre  which  prefently 
afterwards  took  place ;  on  which  occafion  he  had  one  man 
.killed  and  fourteen  wounded.  He  returned  to  England 
at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  during  the  enfuing  fummer 
was  employed  as  a  cruifcr.  In  this  occupation,  which 
wasof  no  long  duration,  he  appears  to  have  been  extremely 
fuccefsful,  having,  in  company  with  the  Dunkirk,  .which 
was  put  "under  hie  orders,  captured  two  flout  private  (hips 
14  of 
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of  war,  ope  called  the  Compte  tie  Grammojit,  carrying 
thirty-fix  guns  and  three  hundred  and  feventy  men  ;  the 
other  Le  Nouveau  Saxon,  of  fixteen  guns  ajid  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  together  with  a  fdiooner  from  Sour? 
ileaux,  bound  to  Quebec,  laden  with  wine  and  brandy. 

In  1758,  having  been  put  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen,  who  was  fent  out  to  America  for  the purpofeof  mak- 
ing a  third  attempt  againft  thefortrefsof  Louifburg,  he  was 
themefTcnger  charged  by  the  admiral  with  his  difpaiches  to 
England,  communicating  the  important  and  agreeable  intel- 
ligence of  his  fuccefs.  On  this  occafion  he  received  the 
cuftomary  compliment  of  500I.  prefented  to  him  by  his 
piajefty,  and  was,  not  long  afterwards,  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  Hero,  a  fhip  of  feventy-four  guns,  one  of  ihe 
Channel  fleet  commanded  by  fir  Edward  Hawke  during 
the  year  1759-  He  confequently  ihared  in  the  glory  of 
defeating  the  laft  remains  and  exertions  of  the  naval  power 
of  France,  off  Belleifle.  in  the  month  pf  November.  He 
continued  in  the  Hero  till  his  advancement  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  a  promotion  which  took  place  on  the 
31ft  of  October,  1762.  By  the  deceafe  of  his  elder 
brother,  Richard,  on  the  10th  of  May  in  the  preceding 
year,  he  became  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  iStb 
of  the  en  filing  month  took  the  oaths  as  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Cornwall,  In  the  month  of  June  1761,  he 
refigned  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  council  of  the  dutchy  of 
Lancailer,  which  he  had  held  for  fome  time. 

In  1 766  he  was  appointed  port  admiral  at  Plymouth,  a 
ftation  he  filled  for  a  length  of  time,  fomewhat  exceeding 
that  ufually  allotted  to  fuch  commands,  not  having  quitted 
it  till  the  latter  end  pf  the  year  1770.  On  the  24th  of 
P&ober  in  the  fame  year,  till  (when  he  experienced  nD 
advancement  from  the  rank  he  firft  received)  we  find  him 
appointed  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was,  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1773,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white  t.  His 
lordfhip 

"  A  Oiort  time  previous  to  this  he  was  invtftcd  with  the  temporary 
fommand  of  a  diyiuon  in  the  fleet  reviewed  by  his  majefly  at  Spilhead,. 

"  Porlfmouih,  June  the  25th,  1773. 
"  About  ten  o'clock  his  roajeflv  went,  in  the  ufua[  flate,  on  board 
the  Batfjeiir,  and  then  into  the  Charlotte  yacht,  when  a  figml  of  one 
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Ic*vd{hip  quilted  his  command  immediately  afterwards; 
previous  however  to  this,  he  received  in  common  with 
the  other  flag-officers  and  the  captains  of  (he  different 
fquadrons,  his  majehVs  thanks  for  their  great  attention 
during  his  preceding  vifit.  In  the  enfuing  month  (July) 
we  find  his  lord  (hip  one  of.  the  noblemen  attending  lord 
North  at  the  time  of  his  inftallation  as  chancellor  of  the. 
UQiverfity  of  Oxford:  on  this  occafion  he  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  doftor  of  laws.  He  is  no  otherwile 
mentioned  as  a  naval  officer,  than  as  being  included,  accord- 
ing to  his  ftatioj],  in  the  different  promotions  which 
took  place  in  the  lift  of  flag-officers,  his  cotanporaries. 
On  the  3d  of  February,  1 776,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-  ' 
admiral  of  the  red ;  op  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  to  be 
admiral  of  the  blue  ;  and,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1782,  to 
be  admiral  of  the  white. 

The  honours  and  civil  appointments  of  this  noble 
lord  appear  to  have  kept  pace  with  hi;  promotions  as  an 
officer.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1781,  he  was  created 
a  vifepunt  of  Great  Britain  by  thelites  of  vi  (count  Mount 
f.dgcurnbe  and  Valletprt;  and,  on  the  18th  of  Auguft, 
1789,  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  earl  pf  Mount  £dg- 
cumbe.  The  former  of  thele  titles  is  faid  to  have  been 
jiven  him  as  an  honorary  compenfation  for  the  deftru&ion 
of  feveral  of  the  plantations  at  his  beautiful  feat  near 
Plymouth,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  military  men,  was 
abfoltueiy  rjeceflary  to  the  fafety  and  defence  of  that  very 
important  fonrefs,  in  cafe  of  any  attack  from  an  enemy: 
the  latter  was  bellowed  on  him,  by  his  majefty,  in  re- 
turn for  the  attention  paid  him  by  his  lordfhip,  when 
on  a  vi fit  and  excursion  of  fome  continuance  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  In  refpeft  to  his  varied  civil  appoint- 
ments, he  was,  in  1765,  named  ope  of  his  majerty's  molt 
honourable  privy  council,  and  appointed  treasurer  of  the 

.gun  wis  given  for  vice  admiral  lord  Edgcumbc'i  Iquadron  of  the  bloc 
lo  gel  under  weigh;  which  being  complied  with,  ihe  different  falutti 
p*ITcd  between  the  two  fiteti,  and  lord  Edgcu tube's  immediately  con- 
voyed the  Royal  Yacht  10  St.  Helen's,  where  they  all  brought  to. 
Here  bis  maj^lly  dined  on  board  the  yacht,  and  promoted  viee-aflmiral 
ford  Edgceumbe,  of  the  blue,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  who 
kiBed  hands  on  the  occafion,  and  headed  the  St.  George's  flag  1;  the  fore- 
top.'' 
. ;   '  houfliold, 


,v  Google 


■KjS  LIVBS  AMD  CHARACTERS  OF 

houftiold,  an  office  in  which  he  continued  only  till  the 
"following  year;  but,  in  1771,  was  named  one  of  the 
joint  vice- treafi ire rs  of  Ireland,  which  he  refigned  in 
'773'  on  ^'"S  made  captain  of  the  band  of  gentlemen 
pensioners.  This  flation  he  retained  till  the  general 
change  of  miniftry  in  1 782 ;  after  which  he  filled  no  office 
till  February  1784,  when  he  was  again  appointed  one  of 
the  vice-treafurers  of  Ireland.  This  eminent  lituation 
he  held  till  the  time  of  his  death,  an  event  which  took  place 
in  the  month  of  February  1795. 

ELLIOT,  Elliot, — is  known  to  us  only  as  having  been 

appointed  captain  of  the  Lively,  a  Aip  of  twenty  guns, 

'  on  the  5th  of  September,  1 744 ;  and  as  having  died  in  the 

Eaft  Indies,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1745,  till  then  holding 

the  fame  command. 

ELLIOT,  George,  —  a  defcendant  of  a  very  refpeft- 
ableScottiih  family,  was,  May  12, 1744,  appointed,  by  fir 
C.  Ogle,  commander-in-chief -on  the  Jamaica  ft  at  ion,  cap- 
tain of  the  Conde  de  Chinchari.  The  circumltancesof 
this  advancement  were  peculiarly  honourable  to  captain 
Elliot :  he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Rippon,  a  fourth  rate, 
on  that  Ration.  In  the  month  of  March  preceding,  his 
captain  being  indifpofed,  the  Rippon  was  put  under  Mr. 
Elliot's  orders,  who  was  fent  to  fea  in  her,  as  acting  and 
temporary  commander,  for  a  fiiort  cruife.  During  this 
period  he  fell  in  with,  in  the  windward  paftage,  a  Spanifh 
frigate,  carrying  eighteen  carriage  and  eight  fwivel  guns, 
with  one  hundred,  and  forty  men.  He  drove  her  clofe  under 
the  ifland  of  Torttiga,  and  then  manning  his  boats  brought 
her  off  without  damage.  This  prize  was  bound  to  Verb 
Cruz,  and  her  Capture  was  the  more  confequential,  indeed 
diftreffing  to  the  enemy,  from  her  having  on  board,  ex- 
clufive  of  other  very  valuable  articles,  1200  quintals  of 
quickfilver,  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spanifh  mines.  Mr. 
Elliot  was  rirft  promoted,  immediately  on  his  return,  to  be 
commander  of  the  Mortar  floop ;  and  according  to  the  date 
given  at  the  beginning  of  this  account,  was  advanced  to  be 
captain  of  the  very  veflTel  he  had  fo  gallantly  and  indtiftri- 
©ufly  exerted  himfelf  in  the  capture  of,  fhe  being  found, 
after  a  furvey,  well  calculated  for  a  frigate  in  the  Britifh 
Service,  in  refpe&  to  her  being  both  a  new  (hip  and  a 
prime  Jailer.     Captain  Elliot  returned  to  England  at  the 

clofe 
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clofe  of  the  fame  year,  being  fucceeded  in  the  command 
of  the  Chinchan  by  Mr.  Graves,  and  in  the  month  of 
September  was  one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court- 
martial,  held  at  Chatham,  for  the  trial  of  the  captains  whs 
were  charged  with  mi  (behaviour  in  the  encounter  with  the 
French  and  Spaniih  fleets  off  Toulon.  We  do  not  find 
any  other  particular  mention  made  of- him  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  except  that,  in  1747,  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Newark,  a  new  (hip  of  eighty  gun«, 
then  juft  launched. 

After  this  time  he  appears  to  have  retired  from  the  line 
of  active  fervice,  for  his  name  does  not  occur  as  holding 
any  command.  In  the  year  1762  he  was  put  on  the 
fuperannuated  lilt  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-- 
admiral, an  honourable  penfion  which  he  continued  ta 
enjoy  many  years,  living  principally  at  his  feat  at  Copford, 
in  Eifex,  where  he  died  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1 795.  Oa  " 
this  occafion  the  nominal  office  of  general  of  the  mint,  in 
Scotland,  a  finecure  place,  worth  three  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  which  was  kept  up  by  an  exprefs  article  in  the 
treaty  of  Union,  and  which  this  gentleman  had  long  en- 
joyed, became  vacant. 

GORDON,  William,— like  Mr.  Elliot,  of  whom  we 
have  juft  given  fome  account,  was  of  Scottt(h  extraction. 
We  hear  nothing  particular  of  him  till  the  month  of  May 
1744;  he  was  then  commander  of  the  Hound  iloop  of  war, 
and  is  mentioned  as  having  had  the  good  fortune,  during 
his  paflage  home  from  Virginia  at  that  time,  to  have  met 
with  and  captured  a  very  Valuable  French  merchant-fhip, 
homeward-bound  from  Martinico,  called  the  Happy 
Mary,  laden  with  fugar,  cocoa,  coffee,  and  other  valuable 
commodities,  bound  for  Bourdeaux.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  was  ordered,  in  company  with  the  Vulture  Hoop, 
to  convoy  the  outward-bound  trade  to  Rotterdam,  when 
on  his  paifage  he  met  with  no  i  neon  fide  rable  fuccefs,  which  . 
js  officially  related  in  the  following  terms. 

"  Admiralty -office,  Auguft  3,  1744. 

"  His  majefty's  Hoops  the  Hound  and  Vulture,  being 

jn  fight  of  Goree  on  the  29th  part,  with  the  trade  under 

their  convoy,  bound  to  Rotterdam,  the  Hound,  captain 

Gordon,  flood  after  a  J'now,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 

privateer 
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privateer  of  ten  carriage  guns  and  nine  fwivels,  with 
eighty-one  men,  which  had  been  three  days  out  of  Dun- 
kirk. She  engaged  the  Hound  for  an  hour  and  an  half 
and  then  {truck,  having  rive  men  killed  and  feveral  mor- 
tally wounded :  captain  Gordon  alio  retook  a  {hip  which 
(he  privateer  had  juft  taken," 

In  conference  of  his  very  fpirited  behaviour  on  this 
Dec  a  {ion  he  was  promoted,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  following, 
the  day  after  the  account  of  his  i  uccefs  was  publi  (bed,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Gofport,  a  fifth  rate.  He  is  erroneoufir 
dated  in  fome  accounts  to  have  been  about  the  fame  time 
appointed  to  the  Ludlow  Cattle,  and  not  the  Gofport :  but 
this  is  a  manifeit  iniftake,  occafioned  by  his  being  very 
quickly  afterwards  removed  into  the  .Sheernefs,  as  fuc- 
■ceftor  to  captain  Bridges  Rodney,  who  was  himfelf  ap- 
pointed to  the  Ludlow  Caftlc.  No  mention  is  made  of 
film  in  the  Sheernefs  till  the  year  enfuing,  when  he  was, 
at  the  end  of  the  month  of  June  O.  S.  engaged,  with  lord 
George  Graham  his  countryman,  in  the  very  fuccefsful 
and  fpirited  attack  of  fome  French  privateers  and  their 
prizes  off Oftend,  the  particulars  of  which  we  have  already 
given*.  Immediately  after  this  enterprife  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Loo,  of  forty-foui;  guns;  and  was,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  autumn,  removed  into  the  Chefterfield,  a  (hip  of  the 
fame  force.  No  mention  is  made  of  him  while  he 
.  retained  t 'is  flation ;  and  the  next  notice  we  find  taken  of 
him  is,  his  appointment  to  be  captain  of  the  Afliitance,  a 
fliip  of  fifty  guns,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1747.  In 
this  fliip  he  was  equally  as  unfortunate  as  he  had  been  in 
that  he  had  quitted,  not  having  any  opportunity  of 
adding  cither  to  his  fortune  or  fame.  On  the  conclufion 
of  peace,  in  1748,  he  quitted  the  Affiftance,  which  was 
one  of  the  (hips  confequeritly  put  out  of  commifiion,  and 
accepted  the  command  of  a  twenty-gun  fhip,  preferring  a 
,  command  comparatively  fo  trivial,  to  a  life  of  abfolute 
inactivity. 

It  is  almoft  an  unneceffary  remark,  that  we  cannot, 
during  the  continuance  of  peace,  expect  any  material 
mention  made  of  thofe  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  obtain 


*  Sec  page  23. 
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ibe  mo(t  diftinguiihed  commands:  As  to  captain  Gordon, 
his  name  does  not  again  meet  our  observation  till  the 
conclufion  of  the  year  1756,  fometime  after  the  aclual 
commencement  of  hoftilities  with  France :  he  was  then 
appointed  to  the  Cambridge,  of  eighty  guns,  as  fucceffbr 
to  fir  Piercy  Brett,  removed  into  the  Caroline  yacht.  In 
the  month  of  April  17571  he  removed  inco  the  Princels 
Amelia,  alio  a  three  necked  fhip,  and  of  the  fame 
force ;  as  he  foon  afterwards  did  into  the  Devon- 
shire*. In  the  month  of  September  1761,  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Blenheim,  a  new  fecond  rate  of 
ninety  guns  ;  and  in  the  following  fpringwas  advanced  to 
be  commodore  and  commander-in-chief  of  thefhipsinthe 
river  Medway  and  at  the  Nore.  This  (ration  he  held 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war;  and  on  the  21ft  of 
Oflober  in  the  fame  year  was  promoted  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue.  After  the  ratification  of  the  articles 
of  peace,  which  quickly  followed  his  promotion  to  be  a 
flag-officer,  admiral  Gordon  does  not  appear  to  have  taken 
upon  him  any  command,  but  to  have  palled  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  retirement  at  BamfF,  in  Scotland,  which  we 
believe  to  have  been  his  native  place,  and  where  he  die* 
on  the  25th  of  April,  1 768. 

GRAVES,  Samuel, — thisgentleman,the  nephew  of  the 
brave  and  much-injitred  capt.  Tho.  Graves,  of  whom  fome 
account  has  been  already  given,  (fee  vol.  iv.  p.  43,)  ferved 
as  lieutenant  of  the  Norfolk  at  the  fiege  of  Carthagena  +. 
He  continued  in  all  probability  in  fome  otheT  Ihip,  on 
the  fame  Ration,  after  its  failure;  but  the  firft  Atbfequent 
particular  mention  we  find  made  of  him  is,  that  of  his 

Promotion  to  be  captain  of  the  Chinchan  or  Rippon's 
rize,  on  the  nth  of  September,  1744.  This  frigate 
was  at  that  time  employed  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  where 
it  appears  to  have  continued  fome  time,  and  about  the  end' 

*  In  1753  he  ferved  under  Mr.  Bofcawen  on  the  fucce fsfal  and 
memorable  expedition  agsinii  LouifbuTg,  On  his  return  from  thence, 
being  overtaken  by*  violent  ilorm,  the  Dcvouihire  wis  with  the  greatclt 
difficulty  brought  in,  and  preferred  from  foundering. 

t  .It  ii  faid  thai,  at  the  attack  of  St.  Philip's  and  St.  Jigo  for*, 
he  follieited  to  be  landed  for  the  purpofe  of  attacking  fome  batteries 
which,  being  out  of  the  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  /hips,  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  the  troopi.  He  confequently  bore  a  very  honourable 
fliate  iii  the  attack  of  a  Gxteen  gun  battery. 
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of  the  year  1 7+5,  t0  nav«  captured  a  large  French  ffrip, 
bound  from  Cadiz  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  carrying  thirty  guns 
with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fixteen  men.  This  is  the 
only  account  we  have  of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  nor  do  we  know,  to  fpeak  with  precifion,  what  fub- 
fcquent  commands  he  held  till  the  year  1756,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Duke,  a  fecond  rate  of  ninety 
guns.  From  this  (hip  he  removed  in  the  enfuing 
year  into  the  Princefs  Amelia,  and  in  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards into  the  Barfleur.  The  fize  of  all  the  ft  Ihips  pre- 
vented their  being  employed  in  any  armament  or  expedition 
except  thofe  of  the  firft  magnitude;  and  as  ihey  were  feve- 
rally  (rationed  in  the  home  or  Channel  fquadron,  where  no 
action  or  memorable  occurrence  took  place,  the  dates  and 
few  particulars  we  have  related  will  be  a  fufficient  account 
of  this  gentleman's  life  during  the  period  above  dated.  ■ 

In  1759  he  returned  to  his  former  ihip  the  Duke,  in 
which  he  was  prefent  at  the  memorable  defeat  of  the 
French  fleet  under  the  marquis  de  Con  flans.  Mr.  Graves 
continued  in  the  Duke  till  his  promotion,  on  the  21ft  of 
October,  1762,  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  3 
period  of  Fiis  fervice,  unfortunately  for  him,  equally  undi- 
ftinguifhed  with  that  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  war,  owing 
to  the  extreme  caution  of  the  French  in  keeping  all  their 
fleets  in  port,  after  the  heavy  difcomfmire  they  had 
experienced.  He  neither  held  a  command  nor  received 
any  promotion*  till  the  18th  of  October,  1770,  when  he 
was  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and  in  fix  days 
afterwards  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 
Early  in  the  year  1774  he  was  appointee)  admiral  and 
commander-in-chief  on  the  American  flat  ion.  Having 
hoiftcd  his  flag  on  board  the  Preflon,  of  fifty  guns,  he  was 
ordered  to  Bolton,  in  the  month  of  March,  with  the  Royal 
Oak  and  Egmont,  of  feventy-four  guns  each;  and  the 
Worcefler,  of  fixty-four,  in  confequence  of  the  difpute 
then  originating  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
relative  to  the  duty  on  tea.  The  progreflive  encreafe  of 
this  difturbance  is  too  recent  to  be  forgotten.     The  matc- 

*  On  the  ljtbof  June,  1769,  he  married  Mifj  Margaret  Spincket, 
a  lady  of  large  fortune,  amouniing,  ai  ii  id  faid,  to  30,000!.  fhe  wai 
■be  daugtiicr  of  Elmcj  Spiuekci,  efq.  of  A  Id  winkle,  in  the  county  of 
Mertbampuw.. 

rial 
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rial  occurrences  which  took  place  while  Mr.  Graves  held 
the  command,  were  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  at 
Lexington,  and  the  more  ferious  encounter  at  Bunker's 
Hill ;  but  thefe  were  in  a  line  with  which  the  admiral 
was  totally  unconcerned,  and,  from  their  very  nature, 
he  was  perfectly  unconnected'  with.  He  was  during 
his  abfenco,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the. 31ft  of  March,  1775, 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white ;  and  on  the  3d 
of  February,  17.76,  being  a  very  few  days  after  his  return 
to  England,  on  board  the  Pre  lion,  farther  promoted  to  ba 
vice-admiral  of  the  red.      ** 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1777,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  at  Plymouth ;  but  this  ftation  he 
held  only  for  a  fhort  time,  having,  as  it  is  el  fc where 
remarked,  nobly  relinquished  it,  through  a  fixed  determi- 
nation, "  never  to  hold  any  employment  in  time  of  war, 
except  of  the  mod  active  kind  againft  the  enemies  of  his 
country."  He  never  accepted  any  appointment  after  this 
time,  but  on  the  29th  of  January,  1 778,  was-  advanced  to 
be  admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  moreover,  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1782,  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  In  this  ftation 
he  died  at  his  feat  at  Hembury  Fort,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1 787,  after  a  fhort  illnefs, 
in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  His  complaint  was  an  hae- 
morrhage in  his  bladder,  a  diforder  which  he  bore  with 
the  utmoft  fortitude.  An  anonymous  writer,  who  has 
given  us  a  fhort  account  relative  to  this  gentleman,  ex- 
prefTes  himfelf  in  the  following  terms  relative  to  his  con- 
duct in  the  American  war. 

. "  In  the  beginning  of  the  late  unhappy  war  he  had  the  na- 
val command  at  Bofton  ;  and  his  conduct  there,  as  was  na- 
tural, became  the  fubject  of  fevere  animadverfion  amongft 
thofe  who  could  not  know  the  decifive  fpirii  which  he 
recommended  in  all  the  general  councils,  and  the  inade- 
quate force  which  he  had  to  carry  on  the  naval  operations. 
On  his  recal  from  that  command,  being  foil  kited  to  pub- 
lifh  a  vindication  of  his  own  conduct  from  the  unjuftifi- 
sble  afperfions  which  had  been  thrown  on  it,  with  the  fpirit 
of  a  true  patriot  he  replied,  that  "  He  would  not  from  anv 
perfonal  ill  ufage,  contribute  his  (hare  to  injure  govern- 
ment, already  too  much  weakened  by  party  animofity." 
He  added  with  as  much  foreught,  "  that  the  failure  of 
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his  fucceflbrs  Would  be  hiibeft  vindication.'*  Itis- *Sfc(T, 
by  the  fame  hand,  that  '■  when  he  thought  tKe  difcipiin* 
of  the  fervice  was  ftrnclf  at,  be  was  one  6f  the  twelv* 
admirals  who  fubmitted  their  opinions  to  his  rrttjefty, 
although  at  that  time,  and  to  hit  lateft  Hour,  he  had  the 
greater!  perfonal  refpefl  for  the  noble  earl  who  prefided 
at  (he  head  of  the  admiralty  hoatd;  Few  me«  excelled 
him  in  the  duties  of  private  life  ;  he  wH  a  fincere  chrif- 
tian,  his  charities  were  luch-fll  became  the  character,  ancf 
his  lofs  is  univtrfally  felt  by  all  ranks  of  people  in  the' 
neighbourhood  where  he  lived." 

HADDOCK,  Richard.  —We  do  not  know  any  parti- 
culars concerning  this  gentleman  till  the  commencement' 
of  the  year  1744,  when  we  find  him  commander  of  the 
Wolf  fioop  of  war,  in  which  vefTeL  he  captured,  on  the 
aoth  of  May,  a  French-  privateer  of  fourteen  guii's.  '  He 
was,  on  the  7th  of  November  enfuing,  promoted  to  be 
captain  of  the  Squirrel  frigate.  We  have  no  particulars" 
relative  to  hifn  while  he  continued  in  this  fhip,  from 
which  we  find  him  promoted,  early  in  the  year  1746,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Advice,  of  fifty  guns.  We  "believe  to 
have  been  principally  employed  after  this  in  cruiftng,  a 
fpecies  of  fervice  in  which  captain  Haddock,  at  leaft  for 
a  con  fide  rati  !c  time  after  his  appointment,  is  not  ftated  to 
have  met  with  any  very  remarkable  fuccefs.  Some 
amends  appear  to  have  been  made  him,  by  Fortune^  in 
the  courfe  of  the  months  of  March  and  April  1748,  the 
following  fuccefles  being  given  ofHcially  from  the  admi- 
ralty-office, in  an  account  bearing  date  April  the  27th. 

*'  On  the  10th  of  laft  month  his  majefty's  Ihip  the 
Advice,  commanded  by  captain  Haddock,  failed  frOdn 
Plymouth  on  a  cruife;  and  on  the  28th  retook  an 
Englifh  fhip,  called  the  Bella,  from  Philadelphia,  laden 
■with  fugar  and  indigoy  for  London,  which  had  been  taken 
on  the  19th  preceding,  by  the  Juno  privateer,  belonging 
to  Bayonne.  On  the  3d  inftant,  about  140  39'  weft 
longitude  from  the  Start,  captain  Haddock  bore  down 
towards  a  fail  feen  to  the  leeward,  and  at  nine  in  the 
evening  came  up  with  her.  After  exchanging  two  or 
three  broadfides  with  bis  upper-deck  guns  (it  blowing.  Co 
frelh  that  his  lower  ports  could  notbeopsned)  as  well  as1  fc- 
veralvoilie* of  finall  arms,  the  chaccflruck,  and  proved  to  be 

the 
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the  Neptune  privateer*  of  Bayonne,  carrying  twenty  guns,, 
eight  pounders,  with  a  crew  of  210  men.  In  the 
action  the  Advice  had  three  men  killed  and  five  wounded* 

"  On  the  9th  inliant  captain  Haddock  took  a  French, 
brigantine,  laden  with  fait  for  St.  Maloe's.  The  prizes 
have  been  carried  into  Kinfale." 

We  believe  he  Continued  in  the  fame  fhip  till  the  COn-j 
clufion  of  the  wari  but  have  no  particular  account  of 
his  having  met  with  any  fubfequent  fuccefs.  At  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  year  1749,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial,  held  on  board  the  Charlotte  yacht,  at 
Deptford,  for  the  trial  of  rear-admiral  rtnowjes,  an4 
was  alfo  one  of  thofe  intended  to  have  cornpofed  the 
fecond  court  for  the  trial  of  captain  Holmes ;  but  being 
feizcd  with  the  final!  pox,  unhappily  died  of  that,  then 
fatal,  diforder,  at  Chatham,  on  the  6th  of  January 
1749-50,  fome  days  before  the  trial  commenced. 

HAN  WAY,  Thomas,  — fon  to  the  captain  Johai 
Han  way,  of  whom  we  have  already  given  fome  account  *, 
and  brother  to  the  well-known  traveller,  the  philanthropic 
Jonas  Hanway,  projector  and  principal  fupporter  of  the 
marine  fociety,  as  well  as  other  charitable  inititutions.  Of 
the  earlier  part  of  this  gentleman's  fervice  we  do  not  find"  any 
mention  made:  our  information  concerning  him  comT 
mences  with  his  promotion  to  the  mortar-bomb  t,  but  at 
what  particular  time  we  know  not.  On  April  5, 1744,  be 
wasmadecaptain  of  the  Shorcham  frigate.  In  the  following 
year  he  commanded  the  Milford,  one  of  the  veffels  ftatloned 
off  thecoaft  of  Scotland  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the 
introduction  of  any  Supplies  from  France  for  the  fuccour 
of  the  pretenders  army  in  that  kingdom.  While  thus 
occupied  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture,  off  Mbntrofe, 
a  large  French  (hip,  having  on  board  .a  quantity  of 
ilores  and  ammunition,  with  a  number  of  experienced 
officers  belonging  to  the  Irilh  brigade,  and  210  foldiers,  a 
lofs  very  feverely  felt  by  the  insurgents.  In  1746  he  was 
one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court-martial,  held  on 
board  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at  Deptford,  for  the  trial  of 

■    *  See  vol.  iu.  p.«4g. 

t  N.B.  When  captain  of  the  Mortar  boinb  he  captured  the  Aim' 

able  Nannetle,  bound  From  Marrimco'  10  Havre  eft  Grace';  captain 

■amy  wu  then  on  bjf  p*4age  from  Briltol  toSpithead.  *.j 

Vot.  V.  V  the 
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The  officers  Who  were  charged  with  mifbeliaviowr  in  ih* 
encounter  with  the  French  and  Spaniih  fleets  off  Toulon. 
Ift  1747  tie  commanded  the  Windfor,  of  iixtygnns,  one 
of  trie  fquadron  under  Mr.  Anfon,  which  defeated  and 
Captured  the  major  part  of  the  French  armament  under 
M.  de  la  Tonquiere.  Captain  Hanway  had  the  happt- 
oefs  of  diftingi] idling  himfelf  exceedingly  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  the  Windfor  being  among  the  firft  fliips  that 
got  up  with  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
.  His  behaviour  was  no  lefs  gallant  ami  confpicuous  in 
the  month  of  October,  under  r^ar-admiral  Hawke,  when 
(he  French  armament,  under  L'Etendiere,  fuftained  a  lofs 
and  defeat  no  lefs  remarkable  and  heavy  than  the  preced- 
ing one  had  been.  The  Windfor  is  faid,  in  a  private 
account  we  have  feen,  to  have  engaged,  in  rotation,  every 
ftip  of  the  French  fquadron,  paffing  from  rear  to  van, 
except  the  Intrepide,  which  tacked  pnrpofely  to  avoid 
getting  into  adlion.  It  is  reported  to  have  expended, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  hour?,  feventy  broadfides,  with 
eight  thoufand  mufket  cartridges :  neverthekfs  the  lofs 
fuitaincd  by  this  (hip  was,  comparatively  fpcaking, 
trivial,  amounting  to  110  more  than  eight  men  killed  and 
fifty-nine  Wounded,  the  greater  part  of  them  llightly. 
Capt.  Hanway  is  faid  \n  fomo  accounts,  but  the  authority 
of  which  we  dare  not  depend  on,  to  have  commanded  the 
Winchefter,  of  fifty  guns,  immediately  after  the  concJufion 
«f  the  war,  otherwife  no  mention  is  made  of  him  till  the 
year  1755.  when  he  was  captain -of  the  Weymouth,  of  fixty 
guns,  one  of  the  lhips  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Plymouth 
in  eonfequence  of  the.  daily  apprehended  rupture  with 
France.  In  the  month  of  April  he  repaired  to  America 
with  the  fleet  under  the  orders  of  admiral  Bofcawen.  We. 
need  fay  nothing  farther  of  that  expedition,  as  we  have 
already  had  frequent  occasion  to  remark  on  the  few  oc- 
currences which  took  place,  and  were  remarkable  enough 
to  require  particular  mention. 

In  the  month  of  May  1756,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
thichefter,  of  feventy  guns.  He  did  not  long  continue 
in  this  (hip,  which,  whde  under  his  command,  does  not 
appear  to  nave  engaged  in  any  memorable  or  remarkable 
"fcrvice.  In  J758M  was  captain  of  the  Duke,  of  ninety 
gurti'j  and  was  employed  ia  the  Channel  fleet  under  loud 
'  Anfon. 
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Anion.  He  afterwards  commanded,  at  Plymouth,  with 
the  rank  of  commodore.  In  the  beginning  of  the  yea/ 
1 76  r  he  retired  from  the  line  of  active  command,  and  was 
appointed  commiffioner  of  the  navy  re  fi  dent  at  Chatham.. 
This  office  he  exchanged  with  Mr.  Proby,  in  the  month 
of  October  1771,  for  the  comptrollerfhip  of  the  victual- 
ling accounts.  This  his  new  ftation  he  unhappily  did 
not  long  continue  to  fill,  dying  at  the  navy-office  on  the 
jft  of  October,  1772,  univerfally  refpected,  revered  and 
loved. 

HARDY,  John,  —  the  younger  brother  of  admiral  fir 
Charles  Hardy  of  whom  we  nave  already  given  fome 
account  in  page  99.  In  1742  he  was  firft 'lieutenant  of 
the  Superbe,  under  captain  Hcrvey;  and  being  involve^! 
In  the  lame  charge  with  his  commander,  of  cruelty  exer- 
cifed  towards  the  crew,  was  accordingly  brought  to  a 
court-martial  with  him,  but  experienced  a  different  fate, 
for  he  was  honourably  acquitted.  He  was  raifed  from  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the  Drake  (loop  of 
war  early  in  the  year  1744,  as  fucceflbr  to  the  lord  Thomas 
Bertie.  He  very  foon  removed  into  the  Vulture,  a  veflel 
of  the  fame  clafs,  from  which  he  was  promoted,  on  the 
17th  of  October,  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridgewater,  a 
twenty-gun  (hip.  He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the 
Torrington,  of Torty-four  guns;  and,  in  February  1745, 
was  one  of  the  menabera  cornpoliag  the.  court-martial,  held 
oa  board  the  Lenox  in  Port  (mouth  harbour,  for  the  trials 
of  the  captains  Mpftyn,  Griffin,  Brett  and  Fowke,  which, 
trivial  as  the  circumftance  is,  is  the  only  mention  we  fin 4 
made  of  him  during  his  continuance  in  that  command. 
Jb  1 746  he  was  paid  off  from  the  Torrington,  at  Plymouth, 
and  never-  had  any'  fubfequcnt  appointment.  In  the-  , 
month  of  October  1762,  he  retired  altogether  from  the  ' 
feryice,  being  put  on  the  fuperannuated  liu  with  the  rank 
8nd  half- pay  of  a.  rear-admiral. 

The  remainder  of  his  life  he  patfed  in  retirement,  and, 
lorry-  are  we  to  add,  the  greater  part  of  it  in  much  indj- 
~ inee.  He.  is  the  author'  of  a  Chronological  Lift  of  the, 
.'aptajns  of  bis  JVi^jefty's  Navy,  publiOitd  in  1 779,  which 
meeting  with  an  extenlive  fale,  became,  as  we  have  been 
Well  informed,  tor  fome  time  his  principal  fiipport.  He 
^ie^in  obfcitrity  about  the  month  of  May  1790. 

'     -ft  a HARjLJgQN, 
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HARRISON,  Thomas,— was  nephew  to  mat  bran; 
and  worthy  veteran  officer  admiral  Henry  Harrifon*. 
In  1739  he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Greenwich  t.  He 
was  advanced  in  the  month  of  October  1743,  from 
that  rank  to  be  commander  of  the  Lightening  bomb- 
ketch.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1744,  he  was  promoted  to 
be  captain  of  the  Port  Mahon  frigate,  a  veflel  employed  as 
acruifer.  In  this  line  of  fervice  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  capture,  when  on  his  firft  cruife  to  the  fmithward  of 
Cape  Clear,  a  valuable  French  (hip,  bound  from  Petit 
Guave  to  Bourdeaux,  called  the  New  Alliance.  No 
other  particulars  are  given  us  of  this  gentleman,  except 
that  he  died  in  England  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1752. 

KEPPEL,  Lord  Vifcount,— was  the  fecond  for  o£ 
"William  Anne,  fecund  earl  of  Albemarle  J,  and  the  lady 
Anne  Lenox,  daughter  of  Charles  Lenox,  firft  duke  of 
Richmond.  He  was  born  on  the  2d  of  April,  1725;  and 
'having  attached  himfelf  to  the  naval  fervice  was  fent  at  a 
very  early  age  to  fea,  under  the  protection  and  care  of 
commodore  Anfon,  when  that  gentleman  was  ordered  to  the 
South  Seas.  Of  the  very  few  hoflile  encounters  in  which 
this  armament  was  concerned,  the  attack  of  Paita  may  be 
remembered  as  the  mod  cunfequential,  and  Mr.  Keppel  is 
recorded  as  having  had  in  the  trifling  defence  made  fcy  the 

*  See  p.  B4- 
,    ♦  In  the  month  of  jtily,  in  (hit  year,  be  married  the  daughter  at 
Mr.  Winter,  of  the  pipe-office,  with  whom  he  had  a  fortune  0Y.5000I. 

%  Of  ihii  family  Collins  gives  as  the  following  particular!. 
'  "  One  of  the  inoft  anient  anil  eminent  families  amorij;  the  nobility 
oF  Guelder  land  ii  thil  of  Keppel,  whofe  cafllc  (limited,  in  a  lordlhip 
of  the  fame  name,  in  the  county  of  Zotphen,  near  the  Old  Yfel)  ii 
not  more  roinarVaMe  for  it)  antiquity  than  the  great  privileges  it  en- 
joy  a,  a  particular  account  whereof  may  be  feel)  in  the  description  oF 
Guelder  land. 

"  Wolter  van  Keppel  was  lord  of  Keppel  in  1 179,  and  1231,  and 
founded  a monaDery it  Bethlehem,  near  Doflirichern.  By  his  wife 
Beatrice,  he  was  father  of  Dereck,  who  became  lord  of  Keppel :  and 
Wolter,  who  held  the  lordlhip  of  Verwoelde,  under  hii  elder  bro- 
ther, which  however  conxined  to  hit  poftcrity,  for  bit  younger  Ton, 
Hendric  van  Keppel,  wai  featcd  at  Weflerhol  t,  near  Locbum;  and 
the  elder,  Derek  Tan  Keppel  (who  was  living  -1316)  bad,  among  other 
Children,  a  fgnof  hit  own  name,  who  held  ine  lordlhip  of  Verwoelde, 
at  a  fief  of  hit  coufin,  Sweder  van  Voerft,  lord  of  VoerD  and  Keppel, 
in  the  year  136a.  From  this  noble,  wai  -finally  defcended,  io  eight 
generation;,  Arnold  Jooit  Van  Keppel,  who  attended  king  William 
to  England,  and  wai  created  eail  *f  Albemarle,  by  ihat  pnnce,  Feb. 
to,  1655-6." 
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enemy,  a  veiy  narrow  and  lingular  cfcape.  He  accom- 
panied Mr.,  afterwards  fir  Piercy  Brett,  who  commanded, 
and  one  of  the  few  random  (hot,  hied  at  the  boats,  ihaved, 
as  is  exprefied 'in  the  account  of  commodore  Anfon's 
voyage,  the  peak  of  a  jockey's  cap,  he  then  wore,  clofe  to 
bis  temple.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  during 
the  courfe  of  the  expedition,  except  that  he  was  appointed 
a  lieutenant  after  the  capture  of  the  galleon.  He  was  in 
September  1744,  alrnoft  immediately  after  his  return  to 
England,  promoted  to  be, commander  of  a  new  floopof 
war,  but  was  not  permitted  to  continue  long  in  that 
fiiuation,  being  advanced,  on  the  1 1  th  of  December  in 
the  fame  year,  to  be  captain  of  the  Sapphire  frigate.  This 
veflel  was  employed  as  a  cruifer,  a  fervice  in  which  her 
commander  appears  to  have  been  extremely  active,  and 
Very  fuccefsful,  he  having,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1745,  captured  a  large  French  Chip  from  Martinicst, 
bound  to  Kochfort,  called  the  Atalanta.  Her  cargo  was 
very  valuable,  confiding  principally  of  fugar,  with  fome 
coffee  and  cotton ;  nor  was  her  force  defpicable,  fhe  hav- 
ing eighteen  guns  betides  fwivels  mourned,  and  being  man- 
ned with  a  proportionate  crew. 

Good  fortune  continuing  to  attend  him,  on  the  20th  of 
May  following  he  fell  in  with,  between  the  Old  Head  of 
Kinfale  and  Cape  Clear,  a  (lout  Spanilh  privateer  be- 
longing to  Bilboa,  called  the  Superbe.  This  veflel 
mounted  no  more  than  fixteen  guns,  fo  that  refinance 
would  have  been  fruitlefs;  but  being  a  very  faft  failer,  and 
exerting  every  manoeuvre  to  efcape,  was  not  captured  till 
after  a  chace  of  feveral  hours  com i nuance  In  1746  he 
commanded  the  Maidftone,  of  fifty  guns,  afhip  employed  in 
the  fame  line  of  fervice :  but  during  this  year  no  other  men- 
tion is  made  of  him,  than  as  the  captor  of  a  fmail  French 
privateer,  called  the  Ferret,  belonging  to  St.  Maloe's, 
carrying  four  carriage  and  ten  fwivel  guns,  with  a  crew 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  A  melancholy  accident 
befelhim  on  the  7th  of  July,  1747,  as  he  was  giving  chace 
to  a  French  privateer.  Running  too  near  the  Ihore  on 
the  coaft  of  France,  near  Nantz,  the  Maidftone  was  un- 
fortunately loft  ;  both  himfelf  and  his  crew  were  happily 
faved :  and  there  is  a  picture  of  him  painted  by  fir  Jolhua 
Reynolds,  which  reprcfents  him  as  juft  efcaped  from 
U  3  .         fllipwreck, 
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flilpwreck.  Being  quickly  exchanged,  and  acquitted 
honourably  of  all  blame  attachable  to  the  preceding  rnif- 
fortune,  he  was,  at  the  concltifion  of  the  year,  one  of  the 
Members  of  the  court-martial  affembled  at  Portfmouth, 
for  the  trial  of  captain  Fox.  He  was  at  that  time  captain  of 
the  Anfon,  a  new  (hip  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  th« 
cwiftng  fleet  kept  at  fea  in  the  Channel  during  thedebili- 
tated  remainder  of  the  war.  The  return  of  peace  did  not, 
however,  caufe  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Keppel;  in  I.7+9, 
having  his  pendant  on  board  the  Centurion,  be  was  fent 
commodore  of  the  fquadron  employed  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean {ration,  where  he  very  eminently  diftingirifhed  him- 
felf,  as  well  by  his  fptrited  activity  as  his  agreeable  and 
accommodating  manners,  at  the  fame  time  displaying  the 
greateft  firmnefs,  when*  either  the  honour  of  Tiis  cowntry 
,or  his  o*n  Was 'at  the  iinalleft  hazard. 

Coramo- 

»  The  following  official  particular*  will  fufficiehtly  explain  the 
lldnaiirvble  manner  in  which  he  was  received,  and  the  great  Brtnnefi 
be  difplaycd  -on  a  particular  and  mieirlling  occafion.— He  wai  fent 
principally  [o  demand  fatisfaftion  for  [he  iofult,  ai  well  u  to  procure 
Teltitution  of  the  treafure  taken  out  of  the  Prince  Frederic  packet-boat, 
in  which  he  at  fiift  met  with  fbtne  obilaclci ;  the  conclufion  wai  how- 
ever fortunate,  owing  lu  Mr.  Keppel's  Ipirit  and  perfcverancr. 

"  Algiers,  July  14,  1750. 

"  On  the  v.4  th  of  June  commodore  Keppel  arrived  here,  from 
lUahon,in  hit  tnijetly't  (hip  the  Centurion,  with  the  Aflurance,  Uni- 
corn, and  Seahorfe,  and  was  immediately  (aimed  from  the  rampant 
With  the  ufual  complimertt  of  twenty-one  guns.  On  the  ad  inftant 
the  commodore  came  on  Ihore,  and  was  again  fa!  u  ted  with  twenty- 
one  gum.  Having  demanded  an  audience,  the  commodore,  together 
with  Ambrofc  Stanyford,  efi].  his  Britannick  majefly't-conful,  who  la 
joined  in  eommiflion  with  him,  went  in  the  afternoon,  attended  by  a 
number  of  officers,  and  prcfentrd  their  com  million,  «n  powering  them 
toadjuft  all  differencei  between  the  two  nations.  To  his  highnefs  the 
Dey,  on  the  7th,  they  were  idrnitted'to  another  audience,  in  which 
they  fully  explained  to  his  bighncfi'thc  purport  of  their  commiffion; 
at  both  which  auoMDtet  tbey  pere  received  with  great  civility." 

"  Atgien,  Auguft  a-/,  1750. 

"  On  the  Btd  paft,  a  French  Mflel,  with  about  fevenfyuncngera 
fen  hoard,  eaitie  id  an  anchor  in  the  road  from  Tfituen ;  and  a  report 
feeing  immediately  fpread  thar  the  plague  wa*  on  board,  the  Dey  jrave 
orders  that  no  peifon  (hould  come  on  fliorc,  and  agreed  with  the  French 
confjll  th»tUietaid  veffel  (bould  pttiform  (quarantine  of  forty  days: 
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Commodore  Keppel  continued  on  the  fame  ftation  no 
inconfiderable  length  of  time,  and  about  the  end  of  tbe 
following  year  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  for  the  arrangement  of  which  he  failed  from 
Fort  St.  Philip's,  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  on  the  lit  of 
May.  An  act  of  piracy  committed  by  one  of  the  coi- 
fairs  juft  before  this  time,  rendered  it  neceiTary  that  fonw 
immediate  explanation  would  be  given,  and  that  the  fun- 
ftiting  treaty  (bould  be  renewed  and  republilned.  Tile 
Dey  received  him  in  the  mildeit,  and  making  proper 
allowances  for  the  eccentricities  of  the  Mahometan  cu- 
Itoms,  the  moll  fubmiflive  manner.  He  acknowledged 
to  him,  "  That  one  of  his  officers  bad  been  guilty  of  a 
very  great  fault,  which  tended  to  embroil  him  with  his 
ciiicfeft  and  beft  friends ;  wherefore  he  mould  never  more 
lerve  him  by  land  or  fea,  and  hoped  the  king  his  matter, 
would  look  on  it  as  the  action  of  a  fool  or  a  madman,  th*,t 
he  would  take  care  nothing  mould  happen  again  in  the  like 
nature, and  concluded  by  defi  ring  they  might  be  better  friends 
than  ever."  This  declaration  was  tranfmitted  to  England 
by  the  commodore,  and  publiihed  by  the  admiralty  on  the 
-azdofMay,  1751.  In  thecourfe.of  theenfuingfummerhe 
arranged  a  limilar  treaty  with  the  ltates  of  Tripoli  and 
Tunjs*.  The  term  of  three  years,  which  is  the  period 
ufually 

'bat  m  Mr.  Keppel,  the  Britilh  commodore,  took  it  into  con  [id  era  lion, 
lhat  is  thole  people  were  abfulutely  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  quarantine, 
and  confequeritly  had  neither  regulation!  nor  officer*  adapted  thereto, 
that  there  would  be  the  gicatefl  danger  of  the  infection  being  intro> 
duccd  by  fame  raft  attempt  or  other  of  the  paffrngers  ;  he  therefore 
represented  to  the  Dey,  that  the  important  command  his  Bri  tan  nick 
majefly  had  intruded  him  with,  obliged  him  to  remonflrate  to  hia 
bigbnefj,  lhat  he  could  by  no  means  think  of  Haying  one  moment  in 
the  bay,  unlefs  that  veflel  was  ordered  away  immediately  :  upon  which 
the  Dey  fent  that  inftant  for  the  French  druggotnan,  and  gave  bin' 
orders  to  fend  the  vclTel  away  directly;  which  was  done  accordingly, 
not  only  to  the  fatiifaclion  of  tbe  fintim  commodore,  but  to  that  of 
the  whole  city." 

*  "  Gazette,  No.  oiaj.     Whitehall,  Jan.  7,   175a, 
*'  Commodore  Keppel,  commander  of  bit  majefly'i  fquadron  in 
the  Mediterranean,  has  tranfmitted  hither  a  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce between  bi*  majefly  and  the  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  concluded 
and  figncd  the  *gtb  day  of  September  bit  pall,  by  him,  the  laid  com- 
U  4  modore 
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-ufually  allotlt-d  to  commands  of  this  kind,  expiring  Ibon 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  bulinefs  juft  mentioned,  the 
commodore  returned  to  England,  -where  he  arrived  with 
hit  whole  fquadran  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  j 753  *. 

In  the  month  of  September  1754-)  he  was  appointed 
commodore  of  the  fquadron  lent  to  efeort  the  troops  for 
•Virginia,  which  were  commanded  by  the  unfortunate 
Mr.  Braddock.  He  hoifted  his  broad  pendant  on  board 
•the  Centurion >  of  fixty  guns,  and  remained  on  the  fame 
ftatton  for  fome  time  after  he  had  accompli ftied  the  firft 
object  of  his  million.  Dunns  hit  continuance  there  he 
appears' to  have  been  very  actively  t  employed  in  the 
arrangement  of  divers  points  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions intended  to  be  carried  into  execution  again!!  the 
encroachments  of  the  French,  who  were  feconded  by  the 
.Indian  nations,  whom  they  had  fpiritid  up  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

A  private  letter  from  Virginia,  dated  April  the  i6ih, 
1755,  gives  us  the  following  information.  "  AH  the 
governors  on  the  Continent,  with  general  Braddock  and 
commodore  Keppel,  had  a  meeting  at  Annapolis  a  few 
days  before,  when  it  is  fnppofed  a  plan  of  operations  was 


modore  Keppel,  and  Robert  White,  e(q.  bis  majefiy's  conful- general 
at  Tripoli,  with  the  Divan,  Kiaja,  Bey,  and  Bafbaw  of  the  flate  or 
kingdom  of  Tripoli. 

"  The  fald  commodore  Keppel  has  alfo  traDfroitted  hither  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  Commerce  between  hit  majclly  and  the  flaie  of  Tunis, 
'  concluded  and  iigned  the  19th  of  Otiober  lift  pad,  by  the  faid  toiq- 
riiodorc  and  Charles  Gordon,  efq.  his  ni  a  jelly's  conful-gcncral  at 
..TDOil,  with  the  lord  Ali  Pafcha,  Bcglcr  Bey,  and  fuprcmc  toni- 
':( of  |be  (aid  flate  of  Tunis." 
^Ilins  erroneoufly  flates  ihe  ci 
land  before  the  the  end  of  year  175a 

t  Mr  Braddock,' in  a  !et(er  Written  by  him  to  the  fecretary  of  flate, 
dated  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  March  18,  1753,  pays  Mr.  Keppel  the 
following  compliment.  ■  ■ 

r*  I  think  myfflf  very  happy  in  beina  aflbciated  with  ap  officer  of 
Mr.  Kep pel's  abilities  and  good  difpolitioni,  which  appears  by  bis 
jradinefs  10  enter  into  every  meaiurc  that  may  be  Conducive  to  the 
fiiecefa  of  this  undertaking.  At  but  four  pieces  of  twelve  pounds  were 
given  me  wiih  the  train,  and  a  greater  number  appeared  Decenary,  I 
applied  to  him  to  have  four  more  from  his  {hips,  which  he  granted  me, 
and  many  other  things  I  Hood  in  need"  of."  And  again,  "  I  bava 
bdd  from  commodore  Keppel  all  tbe  aiCflance  poffible." 

con- 
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concerted.  They  went  afterwards  to  the  camp  of  Alex- 
andria, and  reviewed  the  troops,  which  amounted  to  about 
fix  thoufantf  men,  who  immediately  after  marched  to 
Will's  Creek,  where  they  ate  to  wait  farther  orders." 

He  returned  to  Europe  *  after  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Brad- 
dock,  a  paflenger  on  board  the  Seahorfe,  and  the  frtuation 
of  affairs  with  refpefl  to  France  becoming  daily  more  cri- 
tical,  the  equipment  of  a  formidable  naval  force  was  purfued 
with  unremitted  vigour.  Mr,  Keppel  was  appointed  to  the 
Swiftfure,  from  which  he  quickly  afterwards  removed  into 
the  Torbay,  and  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  with  a 
fmall  fquadron,  confiding  of  four  fhips;  but  was  obliged 
to  return  to  Plymouth,  his  people  being  extremely  fickly. 
In  the  enfuing  month,  having  in  the  interim  repaired  to 
Spithead,  he  was  lent  out  fenior  officer  of  a  fmall  fqm- 
dron  ordered  to  cruife  in  foundings,  confiding,  exclulive 
of  his  own  (hip,  of  the  EfTex,  of  fixty-four  guns,  with  the 
Unicorn  and  Gibraltar  frigates.  He  failed  from  Spithead 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  No 
other  particular  mention  is  made  of  him  during'  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  except  his  having  been  one  of  the 
members  of  Mr.  Byng's  court-martial,  and  as  having 
applied,  though  ineffectually,  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
of  which  he  was  then  member,  to  be  relcafed  from  his 
oath  of  fecrecy  taken  on  that  occafiont.  In  the  enfuing 
year  he  ferved  under  fir  Edward  Hawke  on  the  unfuccef. 
lul  expedition  undertaken  againft  Rochfort;  but  is  not 
particularly  noticed,  otherwise  than  as  having  been  one  of 
the  captains  ordered  to  chafe  a  French  fhip  of  the  line, 
which  Was  difcovered  (landing  in  for  the  fleet  when  in 
Bafque  Road,  but  which,  notwithstanding  all  their  vigi- 
lance, contrived  to  get  off*.  During  the  futnmer  of  the 
enfuing  year  he  occafionally  commanded  a  fmall  flying 
fqwadron  employed  on  Ihort  cruifes  in  the  Channel,  and 
off  the  French  coait,  a  ftrvice  in  which  he  was  tolerably 

*  Early  in  1755  he  was  chofeii  reprefentaiive  la  parliament  for  the 
cityofChicbejler,  a)  luccr&br  to  hit  brother,  who  became  at  (bat  time 
earl  of  Albemarle,  in  confetjuence  of  tbe  death  of  bii  father.  At  the 
next  general  cleQion.  be  wai  returned  For  Wiiidfor,  which  place  he 
continued,  through  every  fucceeding  parliament,  to  reprcfent  till  the 
year  1 780,  when  he  wa*  returned  for  the  county  of  Surry. 

r  See  vol.  iv.  p.  17J.  et  feq, 

fuccefsful 


,v  Google 


3*4  LIVES  AMD  CHARACTilUS  Of 

faccrfsfal,  having  made  revwral  valuable  and  confcqnential 
prizes. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  yvar  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  expedition  fent  againft  the  French 
fettle  merit  of  Goree,  on  trie  coaft  of  Africa,  and  failed  on 
•he  10th  of  October,  having  his  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Torbay,  with  the  following  force  under  his  command, 
■be  Naffau,  of  feventv  guns ;  the  Fougueux,  of  fixty-four ; 
ihe  Dunkirk,  of  fixty ;  the  Litchfield,  of  fifty ;  tbe  trtnee 
•Edward,  of  forty;  the  Saltafh  (loop,  two  bomb-ketches, 
ode  fireftip  (the  Roman  Emperor),  and  a  number  of 
tranfporti  with  two  regiments  of  troops  on  board.  Mr. 
JCeppe)  k  on  this  occafion  faid  to  nave  received  an 
«Ktraontinary  com  million  appointing  him  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  troops  as  well  as  the  bjtiadron.  He  quitted 
-Cork  on  the  I  Ith  of  November,  and  experienced  a  number 
of  delays  and  misfortunes  while  on  his  paflage.  The 
.Litchfield,  of  fifty  guns,  together  with  tbe  Somerset 
-tjanfporr,  were  wrecked,  on  the  29th  of  November,  upon 
the  craft  of  Barbary,  about  nine  leagues  to  the  northward 
of  Safiy ;  and  what  rendered  the  misfortune  more  lament- 
able, all  the  people  who  lived  to  reach  tbe  more  were  made 
jwifoners  by  the  Moors. 

Mr.  Keppcl  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  happily 
got  to  an  anchor  off  the  iflandof  Goree,  on  the  the  24tb 
«f  December  *,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The 

.  •  The  following  modeft  but  loo  coocifc  accnini  of  this  fuccefs  was 
given  bv  the  commodore  in  bit  letter  to  the  tccretary  of  Oatc 

"  Sir, 
1  *'  I  arrived  here  with  the  fquadron  under  mv  command  on  the  *8th 
of  December  pirft,  in  the  evening.  The  next  morning,  agreeahle  to 
hiimajefty'i  murufiioni,  I  attacked,  with  the  fliips,  the  fort-arid  batieriei 
om  tbe  ifland  of  Goree,  which  were  loon  rcdsixd  10  deJire  permiflion 
to  capitulate.  The  governor '■  demands  were,  to  be  allowed  [O  march 
the  trench  troops  out  of  the  garrifon  with  [he  honours  of  war.  Hit 
terms  laHolutely  rejected  and  began  a  frelh  attack  :  it  was,  however, 
hut  of  very  short  duration,  when  the  forts,  garrifon,  &c.  furrendncd 
at  drfcretion  to  his  majeftv's  fquadren. 

"  LicutcnaiiKolanH  Worgc  fand  hit  troops  embarked  in  the  flil- 
WtOBied  fcoals,  in -good  order  and  readtnefs,  at  a  proper  diflance, 
with  the  tranfpOTts,  to  attempt  a-defcent,  'When  it '  fboald  be  found 
•raclicable  or  requilite. 

"  Twa 
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The  Saltofh  floop  of  War  was  ordered  into  a  bay  between 

Ciat  Barnabas  and  point  Goree,  to  facilitate  and  cover  the 
kting  of  the  troops  whenever  it  fltould  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. The  arrangements  for  the  attack  Were  not  com- 
bieted  till  the  28th,  when,  at  four  in  the  morning,  the 
flat-bottomed  boats  were  ordered  on  board  the  tranfpora 
tt  receive  the  troops,  which  were  all  of  them  ready  to  be 
put  on  fhore  by  ninco'dock.  The  ihips  of  war  were 
•hiring  this  time  by  no  means  idle  or  indifferent  fpedators, 
preparing  thernfelves  to  cannonade  the  fort  re  Is,  which, 
from  particular  circumftances,  was  enabled  to  make  no 
contemptible  defence.  The  welt  front  was  the  ftrongeft ; 
k  neverthelefs  became  necelTary  to  make  the  attack  on 
mat  quarter,  as  it  was  the  lee  fide,  and  if  the  cables  of 
any  of  the  inips  ihould  be  cut  by  the  enemy's  (hot,  they 
could  put  to  fea  without  danger  or  farther  accident,  and 
teturn  again  to  the  attack:'  whereas,  if  the  aiiault  had 
been  made  on  the  eaftem  or  weakeft  front,  the  (hip* 
might,  in  eafe  of  the  misfortune  already  fuggeited,  have 
fan  on  ftiore  before  they  could  have  again  brought  up. 

The  following  judicious  arrangement  was  made  by  Mr. 
tCeppel  for  the  attack.  The  Firedrake  bomb  was  ordered 
to  proceed,  covered  by  the  Prince  Edward  from-  the  fir* 


"  Two  daya  after  the  furrender  of  the  ifland  I  ordered  it  to  be  dew 
livered  up,  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  {tores,  and  proviGooi,  &c. 
found  in  it,  to  the  officer  and  troops  lieutenant-colonel  Worn 
thought  fit  to  garrifon  the  place  with;  and  the  colonel  is  taking  all 
imaginable  paint  to  fettle  and  rejpulare  the  -giirifon  in  the  beft  manner 
and  at  fail  as  cireumflancca  will  admit  of. 

"  The  ioclofed,  fir,  h  the  Sate  of  the  ifland,  with  the  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  ptoviliom,  found  in  the  place  at  the  time  of  its  fur. 

' **  French,  made  ptifonen  of  war,  three  hundred. 

"  Black*  in  arms,  a  great  number ;  but  I  am  not  well  enough  in- 
formed, as  yet,  to  fay  precisely. 

"  The  loft  the  enemy  fuftained,  at  to  men,  ii  To  very  differently 
ftated  to  me,  by  thoie  that  have  been  alked,  that  1  muft  defer  faying 
the  number  till  another  opportunity. 

"  Iron  ordnance,  of  different  borca,  ninety- three ;  one  bnfi  twelve* 
pounder-,  iron  fwiveb,  mounted  on  carriagci,  eleven;  bn*  mortars, 
mounted  on  beds,  two  of  thirteen  inches;  ditto,  one  of  ten  inches  1 
iron,  one  of  ten  inches.  In  the  magazine— powder,  one  hundred 
barnlij  proviGon)  of  all  fpeewt,  for  four  hundred  men,  for  four 
months." 
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of  the  enemy,  to  anchor  abreaft  of  a  fmall  lunette  kat- 
tery  en  barbet,  a  little  below  the  citadel  to  the  northward. 
The  ekdelt  captain,  Mr.  Sayer,  in  the  NatTau,  was  ordered 
to  lead  the  line  of  battle  on  the  right)  and  anchor  oppofite 
to  St.  Peter's  battery,  of  five  guns ;  the  Dunkirk  followed 
to  bring  up  abreaft  of  a  battery  to  the  northward 
of  .the  former,  which  was  not  finifbed,  nor  an  embra- 
furc  at  that  time  opened :  the  commodore,  in  the  Tor- 
bay,  followed  him,  taking,  for  his  part,  the  well  point 
battery,  of  five  guns,  and  the  weft  corner  of  St.  Francis's 
fort,  mounting  four  fmaller  guns:  capt.  Knight, in  the  Foil- 
gueux,  ftaiioned  fecond  on  the  left,  bringing  up  the  rear, 
(having  directions,  at  the  fame  time,  to  cover  the  other 
bomb  on  his  (larboard  quarter)  had  allotted  to  his  (hare 
the  mortar- battery,  So  called  from  two  large  mortals 
covered  by  that  battery. 

The  moment  the  firft  (hip  had  dropt  her  anchor  from 
her  (tern,  (he  was  ordered  to  hoift  a  pendant  at  her  mizen- 
pcak,  to  acquaint  the  next  (hip  that  (he  had  brought  up, 
which  fignal  was  to  be  repeated  by  each  (hip  as  (he  fhould 
take  her  ftation,  it  being  a  part  of  the  orders  that  not  a 

Eun  (hould  be  fired  till  each  captain  had  his  (hip  abreaft  of 
is  poll,  and  moored  both  ahead  and  item.  Mr.  Keppel 
concluded  thefe  inftruclions  with  his  good  wi  flies  for  their 
iuccefs,  defiring  they  would  get  on  board  their  refpective 
veffels  as  fafl  as  pothole,  and  lead  on. 

The  bomb-ketch,  and  the  covering  fhip,  the  Prince 
Edward,  proceeded  for  their  appointed  ft  at  ion  about  nine 
in,  the  morning.  The  former  commenced  the  aflault  in 
about  ten  minutes  after  (he  got  under  weigh  by  throwing 
a  (hell,  which  was  returned  by  a  very  brifk  fire  from  the 
different  batteries  of  the  fort.  Their  retaliation  was  too 
fuccefsfu),  for,  as  it  is  faid,  the  fecond  fhot  which  the  enemy 
fired,  carried  away  the  Prince  Edward's  flag-ftaff,  and 
fet  fire  to  her  arm-cheft,  which  blowing  up,  killed  a  ma- 
rine.    This  accident  caufrng  fome  confufton,  the  enemy 


profited  by  it ;  and  finding  their  fire  m 
pointed  their  guns  with  fo  much  care  and  caution,  th; 
fcveral  of  the  crew  were  killed  and  wounded,  as  well 
as  eonftderable  damage  done  to  the  fhip  before  (h? 
was  in  a  condition  to  take  her  revenge. 

H  '  .Mr. 
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Mr.  Keppel,  who  anxioufly  watched  every  incident, 
cbferving  that  the  Firedrake  confiderably  overcharged  her 
mortars,  infomuch  that  the  fhells  flew  over  the  illand  and 
fell  confiderably  beyond 'it  to  the  fouth  ward,  a  circuin- 
ftance  thole  on  board  could  not  perceive,  in  conference 
of  the  fmoke  in  which  they  were  inveloped,  he  fent  his 
boat  on  board  the  Furnace  ketch,  with  orders,  "  That  as 
they  faw  the  error  of  the  other  in  overcharging  the  mortars, 
they  would. avoid  that  extreme;  and  that,  as  the  enemy 
feerned  bent  upon  (inking  the  Prince  Edward  and  Fired  rake, 
he  defined  they  would,  at  the  rliftance  they  then  were,  begin 
their  bombardment,  and  endeavour,  asmuchaspoulble,  to 
draw  part  of  the  enemy's  attention  from  their  fuffering 
friends."  The  Furnace,  in  compliance  with  this  order, 
bore  up  clofe  under  the  Fougueux's  Hern,  and  coming  to 
on  her  larboard  quarter,  began  to  bombard  with  fome  fuc- 
cefs.  Mr.  Keppel  paid  attention  in  the  next  inftanoe  to 
the  Prince  Edward,  and  made  the  figrtal  for  the  Naflau  to 
bear  down  to  her  afliltancc ;  but  a  long  time  elapfed  be- 
fore the  enemy's  attention  could  be  fo  luccefcfully  divided 
as  to  caufc  any  material  diverilon,  for,  owing  to  a  dead 
calm,  that  (hip  was  nearly  thirty  minutes  in  wearing. 
The  commodore  himfelf  in  the  Torbay,  together  with 
the  Fougeux,  were  alfo  confiderably  retarded,  particularly 
the  latter,  which  fhip  was  much  impeded  by  the  Fur- 
nace bomb-ketch,  which  ran  athwart  his  lee  bow. 

Mr.  Keppel,  in  the  Torbay,  brought  up  abreaft  of  the 
capital  of  the  weft  point  battery,  fo  that  the  enemy  could 
not  bring  a  tingle  gun  to  bear  on  him  from  thence ;  they 
could  only  annoy  him  from  two  guns  mounted  on  St. 
Pierre's  baftion,  and  three  in  a  fmall  lunette  on  the  hill, 
the  attention  of  both  which  ports  was  very  confiderably 
attracted  by  the  other  attacking  mips.  The  fire,  indeed, 
from  the  Torbay  was  fo  rapid,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
fteadily  fupported,  that  the  beft  provided  fortification 
would  fcarcely  have  been  able  to  withfland  its  fury.  It 
is  elfewhere  obferved,  "  the  fhip  was  in  one  continued 
blaze  of  fire ;  and  that  part  of  the  ifland  it/elf  oppofite  to 
which  the  Torbay  brought  up,  was  darkened  in  a  wonder- 
ful and  almoft  incredible  degree  by  the  impenetraale  cloud 
ef  fmoke."  The  defenders,  terrified  at  this  artificial 
thunder,  unantmoufly  ran  from  their  quarters,  but  were 
ordered 
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ordered  to  return  on  pain  of  infrant  death.  The  Sag, 
however,  was  ftmck  by  order  of  the  governor,  and  the  hr« 
of  the  Britifh  fquadron  ceafed. 

A  lieutenant  being  ordered  on  fhore,  attended  by  tha 
commodore's  fecretary,  in  order  to  fettle  and  arrange  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  was  furprized  on  being  afked  be- 
fore they  quitted  the  boat,  *'  on  what  terms  the  furrcndei 
was  expected  rH  The  lieutenant,  sftonifhed  at  the  queff 
lion,  afked  "  if  they  had  not  ft  ruck  their  flag,  intimating  an 
unconditional  fubmilTion  retting  merely  on  the  clemency 
of  the  victor?"  He  was  anfwered  "  No:  lowering 
of  the  flag  was  intended  only  as  a  fignai  for  a  parley.**  ■ 
Being  told  the  commodore  would  not  liften  to  any 
other  terms  than  a  furrender  at  difcretion,  the  French 
commandant  anfwered,  "  I  am  ftill  prepared  to  defend 
myfelf,  and  will  continue  to  do  it,  if  the  French  troops 
are  not  permitted  to  march  out  with. the  honours  of  war." 
The  officer  remonft rated,  but  in  vain,  on  the  folly  of  the 
enemy  making  any  farther  refiftance,  particularly  as  all 
the  mips  were  fafely  and  mod  jurlicioutly  polled  in  theie 
feverally  allotted  ftations.  But  this  reprefentation  being 
inefeetual  he  departed,  after  having  told  him,  "  that  a 
gun  fired  over  the  rOand,  by  the  commodore,  fhould  be 
the  fignai  for  the  renewal  of  hostilities." 

When  Mr.  Keppel  was  informed  of  the  cominandant-i 
ridiculous  obftinacy,  he  inftantly  ordered. the  fignai  to 
be  given.  It  was  immediately  followed  by  a  difcharge 
of  his  own  broadfide,  and  by  a  fimilar  falute  from  every 
gun  in  the  fquadron  that  was  ready,  and  bore  on  the  works 
of  the  enemy.  Before,  however,  the  fire  could  he  re- 
peated, the  governor  finding  his  foMffM  absolutely  refuted 
to  ftand  any  longer  to  their  guns,  ordered  the  regimental 
colours  to  be  dropt  over  the  walls,  as  a  fignai  of  furrendeiv 
ing  at  difcretion.  Mr.  Keppel  immediately  fent  a  party 
of  mari  nos  afhore,  who  taking  po'Mion  of  the  fort,  hoifted 
the  Britifh  colours,  and  finiuied  the  ceremony  by  tlues 
loud  huzzas  from  the  battlements  of  the  citadel  and  cattle 
of  St.  Michael.  In  the  preceding  attack  upwards  of  one 
hundred  of  the  afTailants  were  killed  and  wounded ;  hut  it 
is  pofitively  afferted  by  Campbell,  "that  of  the  French  not 
a  tingle  man  was  killed;"  fo  that  the  terror  alone  of  what 
the  Britifh  arms  were  able  to  effect  aceompUfhed  this, 
3  which 
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which  may,  without  much  impropriety,  be  called  *  pre-; 
mature  conqu  eft.  ,, 

The  commodore  having  taken  his  prifonera  on  board 
and  left  a  fufficient  garrUbn  to  fecure  his  conqueft,  re. 
paired,  on  the  27th  of  January,  to  Senegal,  for  the  pur- 
port; of  making  fome  fmall  though  ncceflary  arrangements 
there,  which  being  accomplished,  he  returned  directly  to 
England,  where  he  arrived  in  fafetyon  the  ill  of  March. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year  he  ferved  asa  private 
captain  in  the  Channel  fleet,  commanded  by  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  and  bore  a  very  confpicuous  dilUnguifhed  (hare 
in  the  defeat  of  the  French  armament  under  the  marquis 
de  Conflans,  the  Thefee,  of  feventy-four  guns,  having/ 
as  it  is  reported,  -been  funk  by  the  fire  of  the  Torbay.  la 
the  enfutng  year  he  continued  to  be  employed  on  the 
home  Itation,  principally  in  the  occasional  command  of  one 
of  the  fmall  fquadrons  (rationed  towatch  that  remnant  of  the  - 
enemy's  fleet  which  had  effected  its  efcape  from  the  en- 
counter juft  mentioned.  He  had  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year  removed  into  the  Valiant,  a  new  fhip  of  feventy-four 
sons,  in  which  he  ferved  during  the  fumrner,  under  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  in  Quiberon  Bay.  Towards  its  con-? 
dufion  he  was  chofen  to  command-in-chief  a  fquadro*  of 
ten  (hips  of  the  line*,  betid*  frigates  and  fmaller  veilels, 
which  were  to  caver  an  expedition  concerted  by  the 
Britilh  miniflry  again  ft  the  ooaft  of  France;  fome,  who 
pretend  to  be  much  in  the  fecret,-fay  the  ill  and  of  Marti- 
nico.  Matters  were  in  fo  forward  a  ftate  of  preparation, 
that  his  late  majefty,  two  days  only  before  his  death,  fa«r 
a  battalion  of  the  foot  guards,  part  of  the  army  deftined  for 
this  fervice,  pafs  in  review  before  him  at  Keniington- 
lalace.  The  death  of  the  king  put,  however,  a  temporary 
top  to  the  expedition.  It  was  se fumed  in  the  enfutng 
fpring,  and  fent  agamir  the  idandof  Belleifle.  It  failed 
from  Spithead  on  the  29th  of  March,  1 761 ;  and  the  nrft 
part  of  the  undertaking  bore  rathar  an  inaufpicious  afpect. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  land  the  troops  at  Lorosria  Bay 
on  the  8th  of  April ;  but,  owing  to  the  natural  ftrength  of 
the  part  attacked,  and  the  very  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy 

'"  In -ibe- month  of  February  1760,  he  wm  appointed  colonel  of 
tie  Plymouth  diviuoa  of  marine* 
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to  that  of  die  aflailant*  who  were  able  to  effeci  their  land-, 
ing,  the-latter  were  obliged  to  ddift'with  Tome  lofs.  The. 
commodore  himfelf  almoft  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  extract  from  his  official  letter; 

"  While  the  repair  and* adjtfftmcnt  of  thefe  defeats  *  is 
in  hand,  I  hope  fome  fpot  may  be-  agreed  upon,  where 
we  may  be  more  fuccefsful  in  the  "attenapt  than-we  were 
on  the  8th  ;  but  if  not  fo,  I  hope  his  majefty  will  believe 
I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  exertion  qf  the  force 
entrusted  tome,  in  a  manner  mod  conducive  to  the  honour 
of  his  arms." 

Thefe  gloomy  appearances  were,  however,  quickly 
Aflipated  by  the  arrival  of  a  fecond  letter,  dated  on  the 
33d  of  April,  which  we  (hall  here  infert. 
"  Sir, 

*  I  had  the  honour  to  write  you  a  letter  by  the  Afteon 
frigate,  in  which  I  gave  but  little  hopes :  fince  which 
time  the  general  and  myfelf  having  confidered,  that  by 
attempting  a  place  where  mounting  the  rocks  was 
juft  poujble,  ana  where,  from  the  impracticable  appear- 
ance it  had  to  them,  the  enemy  were  no  otherways  pre- 
pared, than  by  a  corps  of  troops  polled  to  annoy  the  boats 
in  the  attempt,  it  carried  fome  degree  of  hope  with  it,  that 
by  making  a  difpofition  for  the  attack  of  their  intrenched 
bays,  and  at  Sauzon  at  the  fame  time,  which  the  arrival 
of  the  tranfports  with  the  light  horfe  enabled  me  to  do, 
we  might  poffibly  gain  a  footing.  I  have  now  the  greateft 
pleafure  in  acquainting  you,  that  his  majefty 's  troops  have 
made  good  a  landing  on  the  rocks  near  Point  Lomaria, 
and  cannot  fuffideotly  commend  the  fpirit  and  good 
behaviour  of  the  troops  in  the  attempt,  and  the  judgment 
with  which  fir  Thomas  Stanhope,  and  the  reft  of  the 
captains  of  the  king's  mips  dire&ed  the  fire  upon  the  hills. 

"  Captain  Barrington  having  been  employed  in  many  of 
the  operations  on  this  fervice,  I  have  fent  him  home  with 
this  letter,  and  beg,  fir,  to  refer  you  to  him  for  the  par- 
ticular. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  A.  Kfppf.l." 

*  The  damage  luibined  by  the  Iran  fporu  and  flat  boau  in  tfar 
attack  sod  ■  gale  of  wind  which  fucceedediu 
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This  gleam  of  fuccefs  was  the  forerunner  of  conquelt, 
the  citadel  of  Palais  having  capitulated  on  the  7th  of  June* 
The  commodore  remained  afterwards  on  the  ftation,  as  well 
for  the  protection  of  the  new  acquifidon  from  any  deful- 
tory  attempt  that  might  he  made  againft  it  by  the  remains 
Of  the  French  navy  which  lay  ready  for  fea  in  Breft 
harbour,  as  for  the  purpofe  of  blocking  up  that  fquadron, 
confifting  of  eight  mips  of  the  line  with  four  frigates,  and 
confcquently  preventing  their  doing  mifchief  in  any  vul- 
nerable quarter.  A  violent  ftorm,  which  happened  oil 
January  12,  drove  the  fquadron  off  the  ftation,  and 
compelled  it  to  return  to  England  for  refitment.  The 
Valiant,  Mr.  Keppel's  own  fhip,  had  five  feet  water  in 
her  hold  when  fhe  got  into  Plymouth,  accompanied  by 
four  (hips  onjy  out  of  the  whole  armament,  the  remaindet 
being  totally  difperfed.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  again 
returned  to  his  ftation,  nor  indeed  was  it  pofiible,  for 
he  was,  immediately  after  his  arrival,  ordered  to  put 
himfelf  under  the  command  of  fir  George  Pocock., 
being  chofen  to  command  a  diviilon  or  fquadron  in  the 
fleet  defUned  for  the  expedition  againft  the  Havannah. 

He  failed  from  Spithead,  with  the  commander-in-chief, 
on  the  5th  of  March ;  and  nothing  material  appears  to 
have  occurred  to  him  during  the  pafiage..  When  the  fleet 
arrived  off  the  Havannah  on  the  6th  of  June,  the  com- 
modore was  appointed  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  army, 
having  a  detachment  of  fix  ihips  of  the  Tine  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  frigates,  put  under  his  orders  for 
that  purpofe.  The  ferviee  intruded  to  him  he  executed 
with  great  care,  attention  and  fuccefs,  as  Mr.  Pocock,  in 
his  difpatches,  makes  the  following  honourable  mention. 
of  him: 

"  I  am  glad  on  this  occafion  to  do  juftice  to  the 
diftinguifhed  merit  of  commodore  Keppcl,  who  executed 
the  ferviee  under  his  direction,  on  the  coxeraar  fide,  with 
the  greateft  fpirit,  activity  and  diligence." 

On  the  21ft  of  October,  1762,  he  was  advanced  to  be 

rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  the  promotion  of  flag-officers 

being  in  fome degree  extended  beyond  its  euftofnary  limits 

purpofely  to  include  him,  he  being  the  junior  on  the  lift. 

Vol.  V.  X  .  He 
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He  continued  at  the  Havannah*fome  time  after  its  fur" 
render,  and  was  remarkably  fuccefsful,  having  taken 
feveral  valuable  prizes  as  well  from  the  French  as  the 
Spaniards.  The  conclufion  of  the  peace  confcquently^put 
a  temporary  period  to  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Keppel  i  never- 
theTefs,  he  did  not  in  civil  life  remain  inaflivef ,  for  on  the 
31 H  of  July,  1765,  he  was- appointed  one  of  the  commif- 
iioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  a 
flation  he  continued  to  hold  no  longer  than  the  nth  ot 
December,  1766.  In  the  interim,  however,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  the  month  of  September,  lie  took  command  of  the- 
yachts  and  vcifels  which  convoyed  and"  attended  the  queen 
of  Denmark  to  Holland.  On  the  iSth  of  October,  1770, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;,  as  he  was,, 
on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  to  be  vice-admiraF  of  the 
blue:  being  at  the  fame  time  intended  as  commander, 
of  the  fquadron  expeditioufly  fitted  for  fea,  >n  confequence 
of  an  apprehended  rupture  wuh  Spain,  relative  to  the 
Falkland  iflands.  The  matter  was,  however,  compro- 
mifed  early  enough  to  prevent  htcn  from  even  hoifting  his 
flag. 

On  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  moreover  proi- 
ihoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white  ;  as  he  was  of  the 
red  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776.  On  January  20,  177!?, 
Mr.  Keppel  was  farther  advanced  lo  be  admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  it  being  forefeen  that  a  rupture  with  France 
was  become  inevitable,  the  greateft  expedition  was  ufed  in 
equipping  a  formidable  fleet,  the  command  of  which 
was  given  to  him.  He  ho^ed  his  flag  at  Spithead, 
In  the  month  of  Mirch,  on  board  the  Prince  George,  of 
ninety  guns.  When  the  Viciory  was  equipped  and 
ieame  jound  from  Chatham,   he  removed  his  flag  on 

*  «  In  Seprember  a  fieel  of  tweniyflve  fail  of  F.ench  merchant- 
Blips-  richly  laden  with  fu<>ar,  coffee  and  Indigo,  took  their  departure 
from  Cape  Francois  for  Europe  undercover  of  four  frigates.  Five  of 
ihefe  veffeli  were  furprifed  and  taken  in  the  night  hy  fome  privateer* 
of  New  York  and*  Jamaica.  Next  day  it  was  their  misfortune  to  fall 
in  with  commodore  Keppel,  who  made  prize  of  their  whole  fleet  an* 
convoy,  which  were  carried  into  the  harbour  of  Port  Royal,  in 
i»m  aica ."— C  amp  be  1 1 . 

■f  In  1763  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  prooms  oFthe  bed-chanibet 
ie  bis  inajcfly,  an  appointment  he  held  only  till  1766. 

board 
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board  that  (hip,  and  on  the  8th  of  Tune  failed  from  St. 
Helen's  with  the  following  fleet :  the  Victory,  of  one  hun- 
dred guns;  the  Queen,  of  ninety  guns,  vice-admiral  Har- 
land;  the  Ocean,  of  nihety  gtinS,  vice-admiral  Pallifer;  the 
Sandwich,  of  ninety  guns;  the  Prince  George  of  ninety; 
the  Foudroyanr,  of  eighty;  the  Shrcwfbury,  Egmont, 
Valiant,  Courageux,  Ramilies,  Heftor,  Monarcjue,  Eli- 
zabeth, Berwick,  Robuft,  and  Cumberland,  of  feventy- 
four  -guns  each ;  the  America,  Exeier,  Stirling  Cafile,  and 
Bienfaifant,  of  (ixty-four  guns  each  ;  Arethufa  frigate,  of 
thirty  guns  ;  Fox  and  Proferpine,  of  twenty-eight;  the 
Alert  and  Meredith  armed  cutters;  and  the  Vulcan  fire-* 
fli'fi;  in  the  whole  twenty-feven  fail. 

On  the  17th  of  the  fame  month*,  the  Lizard  being  not 
more  than  twenty-five  miles  diftant,  two  French  frigates 
Were  difcovered,  attended  by  two  tenders,  apparently 
rec oil n ottering  the  fleet.  Ships  wereordered  by  Mr.Kep- 
pel  to  chafe  and  bring  the  veffels  down  to  him.  The 
Milford  frigate  coming  up  with  one  of  them,  civilly  re- 
queued her  commander  to  follow  him  down  to  the  Viftory, 
which  he  peremptorily  refufed,  till  a  (hot  being  fired  at 
him  induced  him  to  compliance.  The  Other  French  (hip 
was  clofely  purfued  by  the  Arethufa  and  Alert,  followed,  ' 
but  at  a  confiderable  distance  aftern,  by  the  Valiant  and 
Monarch,  of  fevemy-four  guns  each.  Mr.  Keppel 
ordered  the  French  frigate,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Licorne,  of  thirty-two  guns,  to  be  clofely  guarded  during 
the  night,  but  to  be  at  the  fame  time  treated  with  every 
poffible  civility  and  attention.  On  the  morrow  oneof  the 
Blips  [rationed  to  attend  her  fired  a  (hot  athwart  her,  in 
confequence  of  her  putting  improperly  on  the  contrary 
tack.     This  the  Licorne  returned  by  firing  a  whole 

*  It  was  known  as  early  as  the  month  of  May,  that  the  French  had 
teady  for  Tea,  in  the  road  of  Breaft,  twenty. two  [hips  of  the  line  and 
fourteen  frigates,  commanded  tiy  the  count  D'Orvilliers;  and,  at 
the  author  of  the  Continuation  of  Campbell  juftly  obferyei, 
the  Gtualiou  of  the  admiral  mud  have'been,  peculiarly  cmbam&ing. 
By  Commencing  boftilities  without  orders  the  whole  bUmcof  the  war, 
fhould  il  take  place,  might  have  been  laid  upon  him:  but  confide  ring, 
neverthelefs,  that  it  was  indifpcnfihly  necclfary  to  (lop  thefc  frigates, 
as  well  to  procure  information  as  to  prevent  its  being  communicated, 
he  did  not  hefitatein  taking  decifive  meafures. 

X'  2  broadfide 
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broadfide  into  the  America,  though  lord  Longford,  who* 
commanded  that  fliip,  was  talking  to  the  French  captain 
in  the  civileft  (train  at  the  very  time.  This  circumftance, 
together  with  that  of  the  other  French  frigate  which  was 
purlued  by  the  Arethufa,  having  refitted  and  killed  feverar 
men  on  board  the  latter  (hip,  caufed  Mr.  Keppel  to 
detain  the  Licorne,  as  he  did  a  fecond  frigate  of  the  fame 
force,  called  the  Pallas,  which  he  met  with  two  days  after- 
wards. 

The  intelligence  he  acquired  of  the  fupemr  force  of 
the  French  fleet*,  by  papers  found  on  board  thefe  fhips, 
induced  him  in  prudence  to  return  into  pr:rt  for  a 
reinforcement.  He  arrived  on  the  28th  of  June,  and 
being  joined  by  fuch  (hips  as  were  ready,  again  failed  00 
the  10th  of  July.  He  foon  got  light  of  the  French  fleet  j 
and  after  fome  days tfpent  in  manoeuvring,  brought  them 
to  aclion  J  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month. 

The 

4  Which  he  now  found  to  conGft  of  between  thirty  and  forty  fait 
tf  the  line,  and  a  dozen  frigates. 

+  "  At  firlt  the  French  admiral,  from  hi*  movement*,  appeared  de* 


Bearer  he  difcovered  his  millake,  and  from  that  moment  evidently  de- 
termined to  avoid  an  aflion.  This  plan  he  adhered  to. for  the  three 
following  dayi,  notwithfiandingevfry  effort  ufed  by  the  Britifb  admiral 
to  bring  him  to  one.  AH  the  advantage  he  could  gain  in  four  day* 
was  to  Separate  two  of  the  enemy' i  line  of  battle  Blips,  which  returned 
to  BreB  and  could  not  afterwards  rejoin  their  fleet." — Campbell. 

X  The  following  account  is  that  which  was  officially  tranTmittcd  to 
the  admiralty  board,  containing  a  plain  (late  of  the  principal  leading 
h£k. 

"  ViQory,  at  fea,  July  30,  1 778. 
"  Sir, 
1  My  letlers-of  the  03d  and  44th  inftant,  by  the  Peggy  and  Union 
■■  ■  ' r"   Leirlordfbijis*  information,  ihat  I  was  in 


tis,  acquainted  you,  for  their  1( 
purfuir,  with  the  king's  fleet  under  my  command,  of  a 
of  French  fhipsofwar. 
■  "  From  that  time,  to  the  *7fb,  the  winds  conftantly  in  the  N.  W. 
tnd  S.W.  quarters,  fometimei  blowing  ffrong,  and  the  French  fleef, 
always  to  windward,  going  off,  1  made  trfe  of  every  method  to  dole  in 
with  them  that  was  poffibk,  keening  the  king'i  fiiipi  at  the  fame  time 
collected,  as  much  ai  the  nature  of  a  purfuit  would  admit  of,  and  which 


became  nectffary  from  the  cautious  manner  the  French  proceeded  it 
and  the  di [inclination  that  appeared  in  them  to  allow  of  my  bringing 
(6e  king'i  fhipi  clofe  up  to  a  regular  engagement.     Thii  left  but  little 
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The  political  conteft,  the  diverfity  of  opinions,  the  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  animofities  which  this  remarkable 

other  chance  of  getting  up  with  them,  than  by  feizing  the  opportunity 
that  offered,  on  the  morning  of  the  a? lb,  by  the  wind's  admitting  of  tin 
van  of  the  king*!  fleet  under  my  command  leading  up  with,  and  clof- 
ingwith  their  center  and  rear. 

"  The  French  began  firing  upon  the  beadmoft  of  vice-admiral  Cr 
Robert  Hirland'i  divtfion,  and  the  iliips  with  him,  as  they  led  up, 
they  cannonaded  the  leading  Ihipi;  and  the  vice.-admiral  foon  returned 
the  fire,  as  did  every  Slip  as  they  could  clofe  up.  The  chace  had  occa- 
fionedtheir  being  extended,  nevetthclefs  they  were  at]  foon  in  battle. 

"  The  Icets,  being  upon  different  lacks,  patted  each  other  very 
clofe.  The  obieS  of  tbe  French  feemed  to  be  the  difabling  of  the 
king's  (hips  in  their  molls  and  fails,  in  which  (hey  fa  far  fucceeded  as 
to  prevent  many  of  the  (hips  of  my  fleet  being  able  to  follow  'me, 
when  I  wore  to  Hand  aft-r  the  French  fleet.  This  obliged  me  to 
wear  again,  to  join  thofe.fhips,  and  thereby  allow  the  French  to  form 
their  fleet  again,  and  range  it  in  a  line  to  leeward  of  the  king'a  fleet, 
towards  the  clofc  of  the  day,  which  I  did  not  difcourage,  bat  allowed 
of  their  doing  it  without  firing  upon  them,  thinking  they  Meant  hand' 
Tamely  to  try  their  force  with  us  the  next  murning;  but  they  had  been 
lo  beaten  in  the  day,  that  they  took  the  advantage  of  the  night  to  go 
off.  ' 

"  The  wind  and  weather  being  fuch  that  they  could  reach  their 
own  fbores  before  there  was  any  chance  of  the  king's  fleet  getting  up 
with  theta,  the  (late  the  fhips  were  in,  in  their  mails,  yai  ds,  and  fails, 
left  me  no  choice  of  what  was  proper  and  advifeable  to  do. 

"  The  fpirited  conduft  of  vice-admiral  fir  Robert  Harland,  vice- 
admiral  fir  Hugh  PHIifer,  and  the  captains  of  the  fleet,  fupported  by 
.their  officers  and  men,  delervei  much  commendation. 


'  A.  Kb: 
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event  gave  birth  to,  are  ftill  too  recent  in  the  minds  of  aH 
to  make  it  properor  decent   for  us  to  enter  into  any  ani. 

madverlion  or  remark  on  the  fubjecl,  we  fliall  therefore 
confine  ourfelves  ftri&ly  to  the  relation  of  mere  fac"rsi 
for  when  men  prefent  at  the  encounter,  and  of  the  higheft 
reputation  in  ihe  fervke,  have  entertained  and  publicly 
declared  feniiments  *  the  moll  oppoftte  from  each  other, 
we  cannot  prefiwie  to  enter  either  into  exculpation  or 
cenfure.  We  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  inferring  a 
declaration,  as  made  by  the  count  D'Orviliiers  himfelf, 
given  us  by  a  friend,  whd  loon  aftir  the  action  was  a 
pnfoner  in  Breft.  The  cool  difpallionate  opinion  of  an 
honourable  enemy  is,  perhaps,  among  the  belt  evidence 
that  can  ever  be  adduced-  on  any  occjfion  whatever. 
The  count  faid,  '*  that  during  theadion  itfelf  theEngliih 
had,  as  he  conceived,  the  advantage;  but  that,  afier  the 
firing  ceafed,  he  had  nut  manoeuvred  Mr .  Keppel."  On 
canvalJinghis  declaration  rathercloier,  it  appeared  thecount 
imagined  he  had  <  omp!e:eiy  milled  and  deceived  the  Bri- 
tilh  admiral, by  imprelfingori  him  an  idea,  that  he,  thecount, 
intended  to  renew  the  action  on  the  morrow.  This  Mr. 
Keppel  himfelf,  in  great  meafure,  admits  to  be  true,  when 
he  fays,  in  his  difpatches,  "  I  allowed  their  doing  it, 
(forming  their  line  without  molelbtion)  thinking  they 
meant  hamlfomely  to  try  their  force  with  us  next  day." 

Mr.  Keppel  returned  into  port,  and  having  refitted  the 
ftiips  of  his  divifion,  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  23d  of 
Augull  to  join  lir  Robert  Harland  and  fir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
who  went  out  the  day  before.  '  Nothing  material,  how. 
ever,  enough  to  merit  notice,  took  place  during  the  re- 
mainder of  this  nava!  campaignt :  a  variety  of  anonymous 
paragraphs  were  publifhed  foon  after  this  time,  fome  of 

*  "  Soon  after  the  action  (fays  Dr.  Btrkenhout,  who  betray*  evi- 
dent marlu  of  partiality  in  his  Continuation  of  Campbell)  the  pe- 
riodical publications  were  filled  wilb  encomiums  or  filires  on 
ihe  admiral,  according  to  (he  various  opinions,  inclinations,  or  humours 
of  the  different  writers,  who  chefe  10  celebrate  or  arraign  hi jcharaQer, 
and  condufl.  Thole  who  appiovr d  a!)  the  meafures  oi'admimtlraiion 
were  the  loudefila  condemning  his  behaviour ;  while  the  antj-mini&c- 
rial  party  not  only  juflified  his  proceedings,  hut  held  him  forth  as  art 
pbjctl  defecting  the  warmed  gratitude  and  applaufe  of  hit  fellow. 

title  on  the  *8th  of 
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which  were  anfwered  by  his  friends.  -Thefe  invectives  and 
recriminations,  as  it  is  elfewhere  remarked,  might  have 
pafled  on  both  fides,  as  it  is  thought,  without  any  material 
confequence,  and  the  cafe  of  the  two  contending  parties 
would  have  been  left  to  the  impartiality  of  the  future 
hiftorian,  had  not  certain  remarks,  piiblifhed  tn.  ibme  cf 
the  newfpapers,  in  the  month  of  December,  called 
■up  Mr.  Keppel  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to  vindicate,  as  He  Paid,  his  own  character.  On' 
this  occafion  he  declared,  "  If  he  was  to  go  over  the. 
bufinefs  of  the  27th  of  July  again,  he  would  condud  him- 
felf  in  the  fame  manner  ;  every  thing  that  could  be  done 
had  been  done,  and,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  the  Britifh  flag 
had  not  been  tarnifhed  in  his  hands :  he  felt  himfelf 
perfectly  eafy  on  that  head,  and  mould  never  be  afhamed 
of  his  conduct  on  the  day  alluded  to.  The  oldeft  and 
moft  experienced  officers  in  his  majefty's  navy,  in  every 
engagement,  faw  fomething  which  they  were  before  un- 
acquainted with,  and  that  day  al  fop  referred  what  was  new. 
He  impeached  no  man  of  neglect  of  duly,  becaufe  he  was 
fatisned  mat  the  officer  alluded  to  had  manifefted  no  want 
of  courage,  the  quality  molt  effential  in  a  Britifh  feaman. 
He  faid  he  was  much  furprifed,  when  an  officer  under  his 
command  had  made  an  appeal  to  the  public  in  a  common 
newfpaper,  figned  with  his  name,  before  any  accufation 
had  been  made  againft  him,  and  which  tended  to  render1 
him  (Mr.  Keppe!)  odious  and  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  his 
countrymen." 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  in  exculpation  of  himfelf,  jrrotefted 
"  He  was  fo  confcions  of  not  having  been  any  hindrance 
to  a  renewal  of  the  action  with  the  Breft  fleet,  on  the  27th 
of  July,  that  he  was  equally  indifferent  with  the  honourable 
admiral  how  foon  an  enquiry  were  fet  on  foot.  He  had 
difcovered  from  what  the  admiral  had  jufl  faid,  that  the 
principal  matter  weighed  again!!  him  in  the  admiral's 
mind  W3S,  the  publication  in  the  newfpapers,  which  he 
had  figned.with  his  name,  and  by  which  he  would  abide  ; 
if  it  was  imprudent,  if  it  was  wrong,  the  confequence  was 
to  himfelf.  To  fay  any  thing  againft  a  friend  was,  to  a 
man  of  fenfibility,  the  moft  difagreeable  thing  in  nature  ; 
but  where  an  officer's  reputation  was  at  (take,  the  remov- 
ing an  unjuft  ftigma  was  certainly  the  firft  object.  If 
tiers  was  any  rcalon  of  accufation,  why  not  make  it 
X  4  opto.ly 
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openly  and  fairly  ?  If  not,  Why  infinuatc  that  he  had 
been  wanting  in  point  of  conduct,  though  a  teftimony  was 
given  in  favour  of  his  courage?  This,  he  faid,  was  a 
language  extremely  different  from  that  of  the  admiral's 
difpatch,  containing  an  account  of  the  action,  in  which 
he  informed  the  admiralty  board  of  the  fpirited  and  gallant 
conduit  of  all  the  officers  under  his  command." 

Mr.  Keppel  on  his  part  admitted,  "  he  had  given  that 
approbation,  and  was  ready  to  repeat  it,  and  point  the 
teftimony  particularly  as  well. 'as  generally.  The  vice- 
admiral  had  alluded  to  fignals,  and  faid  it  was  no  fault  of 
his,  that  the  fleet  of  France  was  not  re-attacked.  As  to 
that,  he  could  fay,  that  he  prefumed  every  inferior  officer 
was  to  obey  the  fignals  of  his  commander :  and  now, 
when  called  upon  to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform  the 
houfe,  and  the  public,  that  the  fignal  for  coming  into  the 
Victory's  wake  was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon till  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed  ;  at  the  fame  time 
be  did  not  charge  the  vice-admiral  with  actual  difobedi- 
ence  ;  he  doubted  not  but,  if  an  enquiry  Jhould  be  thought 
neceitary,  that  he  would  be  able  to  juftify  himfelf,  -becaufe 
he  was  fully  perfuaded  of  his  perfonal  bravery." 

This  long  and  di (agreeable  altercation  was  productive 
of  a  charge,  exhibited  by  fir  Hugh,  againfl  the  admiral, 
Which  was  delivered  in  to  the  board  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, being  to  the  following  purport. 

*  1.  That,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  1778, 
having  a  fleet  of  thirty  ihips  of  the  line  under  his  com- 
mand, and  being  then  in  the  prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of 
the  like  number  of  ftiips  of  the  line,  the  faid  admiral  did 
Iiot  make  the  necelTary  preparations  for  .fight ;  did  not  put 
his  fleet  into  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  order  proper 
either  for  receiving  or  attacking  an  enemy  of  fuch  force; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  although  his  fleet  was  already  dif- 
perfed  and  in  diforder,  he,  by  making  the  fignal  for  feveral 
ihips  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  divifion  to  chace  to 
windward,  increafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of  his  fleet, 
and  the  Ihips  were,  in  confequence,  more"  fcattered  than 
they  had  been  before,  and  whilft  in  this  diforder  he  ad- 
yanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  fignal  for  battle  ;  that 
the  above  conduct  was  the  more  unaccountable,  as  the 
enemy's  fleet  was  not  then  in  diforder,  nor  beaten,  not 
.    flying. 
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flying,  but  formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle  on  -that  tacit 
which  approached  the  Britifh  fleet,  all  their  motions  plainly 
indicating  a  defign  to  give  battle,  and  they  edged  down 
and  attacked  it  whilft  in  diforder.  By  this  un  officer-like 
conduct  a  general  engagement  was  not  brought  on,  but 
the  other  nag  officers  and  captains  were  left  to  engage 
without  order  or  regularity,  upon  which,  great  confuGon 
enfued,  fomeof  his  (hips  were  prevented  from  getting  into 
action  at  all,  others  were  not  near  enough  to  the  enemy, 
and  fome,  from  the  confulion,  fired  into  others  of  the 
king's  (hips  and  did  them  confide rabie' damage,  and  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  left  alone  to  engage  fingle 
and  unfupported  •  in  thefe  inflances  the  faid  admiral 
Keppel  negligently  performed  the  duty  impofed  on  him. 

*'  2dly.  That  after  the  van  and  centre  divifions  of  the 
Britiih  fleet  parted  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did 
Bot  immediately  lack  and  double  upon,  (he  enemy  with 
, thefe  two  divifions  and  continue  the  battle,  nor  did  he  col- 
lect them  together  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo  near  the 
enemy  as  to  renew  the  battle  as  foon  as  it  might  be  pro- 
per ;  on  the  contrary,  he  flood  away  beyond  the  enemy 
Xo  a  great  dittance  before  he  wore  to  (land  towards  them 
again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  engaged  with 
the  enemy  and  expofed  to  be  cut  off". 

"  3.  That  after  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had  paffed 
the  lad  of  the  enemy's  ibjps,  and  immediately  wore,  and 
laid  his  own  (hip's  head  towards  the  enemy  again,  being 
then  in  their  wake  and  at  a  little  diftance  only,  and  ex- 
pecting the  admiral  to  advance  with  all  the  (hips  to  renew 
.the  fight,  the  admiral  did  not  advance  for  that  purpofe, 
but  Inortened  fair,  hawled  down  the  (ignal  for  battle; 
nor  did  he  at  that  time,  nor  at  any  other  time  whilft  (land- 
ing towards  the  enemy,  call  the  (hips  together  in  order  to 
renew  the  attack,  as  he  might  have  done,  particularly  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  red  and  his  divifion,  which  had  re- 
ceived the  Jeafl  damage,  had  been  the  longed  out  of 
action,  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were  then  to  wind- 
ward and  could  nave  bore  down  and  fetched  any  part  of 
(he  French  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had  not  been 
hawled  down,  or  if  the  faid  admiral  Keppel  had  availed 
hinifclf  of  the  fignal  appointed,  by  the  31ft  article  of  the 
fighting  inifructions,  by  which  he  might  have  ordered 
thofe 
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thofe  to  lead,  who  arc  to  lead  with  the  (larboard  tack  on 
'  board,  by  a  wind,  which  fignal  was  applicable  to  the  oc- 
cafion  for  renewing  the  engagement  with  advantage,  after 
the  French  fleet  had  been  beaten,  their  line  broken,  and 
in  diforder;  in  thefe  in  fiances  he  did  not  do  the  utmoft 
in  his  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  or  deftroy  the  French 
fleet  that -had  attacked  the  Britifh  fleet. 

"  4th,  That  inftead  of  advancing  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment, as  in  the  preceding  articles  is  alledged,  and  as  he 
might  and  ought  to  have  done,  the  admiral  wore  and  made 
fail  directly  from  the  enemy,  and'  thus  he  led  the  whole 
Britifh  fleet  away  from  them,  which  gave  them  an  op- 

fiortunity  to  rally  tinmolefted,  and  to  form  again  inio  a 
inc  of  tattle  and  to  fland  after  the  Britifh  fleet.  This 
was  difgraceful  to  the  Britifh  flag,  for  it  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a  flight,  and  gave  the  French  admiral  a  pretence 
to  claim  the  victory,  and  to  publifh  to  the  world  that  the 
Britifh  fleet  ran  away,  and  that  he  purfued  it  with  the  fleet 
of  France,  and  offered  it  battle. 

'*  5th.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July, 
1778,  when  it  was  perceived  that  only  three  of  the  French 
fleet  remained  near  the  Brjtifh  in  the  filiation  the  whole 
had  been  tn  the  night  before,  and  that  the  reft  were  to 
Jeeward  at  a  greater  diftancc,  not  in  a  line  of  battle  but  in 
3  heap,  the  admiral  did  not  caufe  the  fleet  to  purfue  the 
flying  enemy,  not  even  to  chace  the  three  fhips  that  fled 
after  the  reft,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  ied  the  Britifh  fleet 
another  way,  directly  from  the  enemy  :  by  thefe  inflances 
of  mifcondiicl  and  neglect,  a  glorious  opportunity  was  loft 
of  doing  a  molt  eflential  fervice  to  the  ftate,  and  the  honour 
«f  the  Britifh  navy  was  tarnifhed. 

«  H.  Palliser." 

The  official  communication  of  the  foregoing  charge  was 
made  to  the  admiral  the  fame  evening,  and  the  neceffary 
mcafurcs  were  taken  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  folemn  inve- 
stigation. A  variety  of  reafons  contributed  to  render  it 
extremely  unpopular.  Mr.  Keppel  had  by  his  fup- 
pofed  free  condefcending  manners, rendered  himfelf  almbfl 
the  idol  of  the  fervice,  and  confiderably  ingratiated  him- 
felf with  the  whole  mafs  of  his  countrymen,  even  thofe 
who  knew  him  at  a  difhnce,  and  by  character  only.  His 
antago. 
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antagonift,  on  the  other  hand,  was  neither  fo  well  and 
generally  known,  nor,  from  his  more  referved  carriage,  fo 
much  beloved.  He  was  veryindoflrioudy  reprefentcdasthe 
tool  of  admintftration;  the  whole  of  his  conduct  was  in- 
terpreted as  tending  to  a  wifh  of  facrificing  his  commander- 
in-chief,  and  the  charge  violently  imputed  to  malicious 
rancour.  Moderate  men  at  the  Fame  time  conceived  an 
impropriety  in  profeeuting  a  charge  after  fo  long  an  inter- 
val ;  h  that"  a  memorial  %  figned  by  feveral  of  thofe  who 


*'  We,  the  fubfcribing  admirals  of  your  ntajefly's  royal  nivy,  hay- 
ing hitherto  on  all  occafions  ferved  your  majcity  with  zeal  and  fidelity, 
and  being  defirous  of  devotirg  every  aflion  of  our  Hues,  and  our  !ivr« 
themfelves  ro  your  tnaje(ty*s  fervice,  and  (he  defence  of  our  country, 
think  ourfelves  indifpenlibly  bound,  by  Our  duly  to  that  fervice  and 
that  country,  with  all  poffible  humility,  to  reprerent  to  your  wifdom, 
and  juflice, 

"  That  Gr  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral  of  ibe  blue,  lately  fervrng 
under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Auguflus  Keppel,  did  prefer 

offenceagainff  his  faid  commander-in  chief,  to  ihe  tords  commiflionen 
for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  he,  the 
Ibe  faid  fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  being  himfelf  a  commiilioner  in  the  fai'd 
rommiffion ;  ibis  accufation  he,  the  faid  fir  Hu(;h  Pallilcr,  withheld 
from  the  87th  day  of  July  lafi,  the  time  of  t!.c  fuppofed  offence* 
committed,  untir  ihe  gib  day  of  this  prefent  December,  and  then 
brought  forward  for  the  purpol'e  of  recriminaiion  a^ainfl  charges  con- 
jectured by  him,  the;  faid  fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  which  in  Far}  wertt 
never  made. 

"  That  the  commilfionerj  of  the  admiralty,  near  five  monlhs  after 
the  pretended  offences  aforcfaid,  did  receive  Irom  their  did  colleague 
in  office,  the  charge  made  by  hiin  agamft  hi s  faid  commander;  and 
without  taking  into  confideration  the  relative  fituation  of  the  accufer, 
and  the  party  accu fed,  or  attending  to  the  avowed  motives  of  the 
accufation,  or  the  length  of  time  of  withholding,  or  the  occaGon  of 
making  the  fame,  and  without  any  other  deliberation  whatever,  did, 
t>n  the  very  fame  day  on  which  the  charge  was  preferred,  and  without 
previous  notice  to  the  party  accufed  of  an  intention  of  making  achargo 
again!!  him,  give  notice  of  their  intending  that  a  court-martial  Giould 
be  held  on  the  faid  admiral  Keppel,  after  forty  years  of  meritorious 
fervice,  and  a  varie iy  of  actions  in  which  he  had  exerted  eminent 
courage  and  conduct,  by  which  the  honouc  and  power  of  ihil  nation, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Briiilh  flag,  had  been  maintained  and  incrtafed 
in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

"  We  beg  learc  to  e<prefs  to  your  majefly  our  concern  at  thit 
proceeding,  and  to  reprefenl  our  apprehenliom  of  the  difficulties  and 
2j  (courage  men  Is  which  will  inevitably  arife  10  youf  fervice  therefrom, 

anil 
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had  bcen,and  were  among  the  leading  and  mod  diflinguiflied 
characters  in  the  Britifli  navy,  was  prefented  to  his  inaje- 
fty,  hefeeching  him  to  flop  all  farther  proceedings,  as  they 
conceived  the  profecution  of  the  charge  would  be  totally 
fubvcrfive  of  the  rules  and  discipline  of  the  navy. 

This 


and  that  it  will  not  be  eify  for  men,  attentive  to  their  honour,  to 

ferve  your  majefly,  particularly  in  (ituations  of  principal  command,  if 
the  practice  ,now  Rated  to  your  majefly  be  countenanced,  or  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  fame  has  been  liipportcd  mall  prevail  with  any 
lord  high  admiral,  or  with  any  commiffioner  for  executing  ihat  office. 
"  We  arc  humbly  of  opinion,  that  a  criminal  charge  agaiitit  an 
officer  (rifing  in  importance  according  to  the  tank  and  command  of 
thai  officer!  whiclv  fufpends  hia  Icrvice  to  your  majefly,  perhaps  in  the 
mofl. critical  exigencies  of  the  public  affairs,  which  calls  his  reputa- 
tion into  doubt  and  difcuffion,  which  puts  him  on  trial  for  bii  life, 
profnffion  and  reputation,  and  which,  in  its  confequences,  may  caufe 
■  fatal  reflation  in  the  naval  exertions  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  a  matter 
of  the  moll  ferious  nature,  and  never  to  be  made  by  authority  but  on 
fol id  ground,  and  on  mature  deliberation.  The  honour  of  an  officer  ii 
bis  trtoA  precious  pofleflion  and  bed  qualification;  the  public  have  an 
intcreft  in  it :  and  whilil  tbofc  under  whom  we  ferve  countenance  ac- 
cufation,  it  is  often  impoffible  perfcclly  to  reflote  military  fame  b* 
the  mere  acquittal  of  a  court-martial.  Imputations  made  by  high 
authority  remain  long  and  affeel  deeply.  The  fphcre  of  aflion  of 
commanders-in-chiefis  large,  their  buGnels  intricate,  and  fubjeQ 
to  gteat  variety  of  opinion  ;  before  they  are  to  be  put  on  the  judg- 
ment of  others  for  aflsUone  upon  their  discretion,  the  greatefl.  djferc- 
Hon  ought  to  be  employed. 

"  Whether  the  board  of  admiralty  hath  by  law  any  fucb  difcre- 
tioD,  we,  who  are  not  of  the  profefGon  of  the  law,  cannot  pofitively 
allcit;  but  if  we  had  conceived  that  this  board  had  no  legal  ufe  of 
their  reafou  in  a  point  of  fueh  delicacy  and  importance,  we  fhou Id  have 
Inown  on  what  terms  we  fcrved ;  but  we  never  did  imagine  it  polGble 
that  we  were  to  receive  orders  from,  and  be  accountable  to  thole  who, 
by  law,  were  reduced  to  become  pauive  inflnimentj  to  the  pollible 
malice,  ignorance,  or  treafon  of  any  individual  who  might  think  fit  to 
difarmhii  rnajefly'i  navy  of  its  bed  and  higheli  officers.  We  conceive  it 
difrefpecVul  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  to  fgppofe  them  capable  of 
fucb  manifefl  injuflice  and  abfurdity. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  reprefent,  in  behalf  of  public  order,  as  well 
is  of  the  difcipline  of  the  navy,  to  your  majefly,  the  dangers  of  long 
concealed  and  afterwards  precipitately  adopted  charges,  and  of  all  re- 
criminatory accufatiom  of  fubordinate  officers  againft  (heir  com- 
manders in  chief,  and  particularly  the  mifchief  and  fcandal  of  permit- 
ting men,  who  are  at  once  in  high  civil  office  and  in  fubordinate 
military  command,  previous  to  their  making  fucb  accufations,  to  at? 
tempt  to  corrupt  the  public  judgment,  by  the  publication  of  libels  on 
.  their 
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This  application  produced  no  effect,  an  order  having 
been  iiTued  to  fir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the  white,  tt> 
hold  a  court-martial,  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Keppel,  on  the 
7th  of  January,  it  accordingly  met  on  that  day  on 
board  the  Britannia.  After  going  through  the  ufual  and 
neceflary  forma  of  fwearing  in  the  members,  &c.  it  ad- 
journed to  the  governor's  houfe,  a  particular  aft  of 
parliament  having,  for  the  accommodation  of  Mr.  Keppel, 
who  was-  extremely  indlfpofed,  been  patted  for  the  pur- 

fofe  of  authoring  a  meafure',  till  then  unprecedented. 
t  is  not  within  our  limits  to  give  even  an  abridged  detail 
of  the  trial,  which  continued,  with  feveral  ftiort  interven- 
ing adjournments,  till  the  nth  of  February.  Suffice  it 
that  we  briefly  ftate  Mr.  Keppel  was  acquitted.  Were  we 
even  competent  to  fo  arduous  an  undertaking,  delicacy  to 
both  perfons  forbids  our  making  the  fmalleft  comment  oa 
an  event  fo  recent.  The  dzemon  of  party  appears  in  many 
instances,  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  to  have  taken  full 
pofleflion  of  many,  who,  both  as  officers  and  men,  flood 
very  defervedly  in  the  higheft  rank  of  public  opinion. 
Mr.  Keppel  having,  through  reafons  already  given,  pof- 
feilcd  considerably  the  greatest  {hare  of  what  is  called 
popularity,  was  congratulated  on  his  acquittal  by  his  pri- 
vate friends  and  his  public  partizans,  with  awarmth  cer- 
tainly never  yet  exceeded,  and  we  believe  feared  y  equalled. 
Though,  for  the  reafons  juft  given,  we  forbear  enter- 
ing into  any  account  of  the  trial  itfelf,  yet  that  we  may 
act,  as  we  profefs,  with  the  utmoft  impartiality,  we  lhaH 
fuSjoin  the  leading  points  infifted  oh  by  Mr.  Keppel  in 
his  defence,  which  will  certainly  afford  no  inconfiderable 


wfpaper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny  i 
you r-nujefiy*!  navy,  at  well  ai  prejudicing  the  miodi  of  ihofc  wboar 
10  iiy  the  merits  of  the  accufauoo  againflt  the  laid  fuperior  officer. 

••  Hawke,  Briflol, 

John  Moore,  Jaaei  Young, 

Bolton,  Matthew  Barton, 

Samuel  Gravea,  Francis  Geary, 

Hugh  Pigot,  Sbuldhtra, 

Robert  Hiriaud,  CI«k  Guy  ion." 
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account  of  the  nature  of  evidence  adduced  in  fuppoM  of 
the  different  charges  exhibited  againll  him*. 

His 


*  To  the  firl!  charge  he  anfwered, 
*'  1  hdve  never  underftood  ptf pactions  for  fight  10  have  any  other 
meaning,  in  the  language  and  underfl  a  ruling  of  teamen,  than  that  each 
particular  (hip  under  tlie  direction  and  discipline  of  brr  own  officers, 
when  in  puriuil  of  an  enemy,  be  in  every  refpeel  cleared  and  in  rea- 
dinefs  Far  action  ;  the  contrary  of  which,  do  admiral  of  a  fleet  with- 
out rcafonable  c>ufe  will  pre  fume  :  and  as  from  the  morning  of  the 
taib,  when  the  French  fleet  bad  got  to  windward,  to  (he  time  of  the 
■aion,  the  Bririlh  fleet  was  in  unremitting  ptrrfuit  of  them,  it  h  Bill 
afore  difficult  to  conceive  that  any  thing  more  is  meant  by  this  charge, 
than  what  ii  immediately  after  conveyed  by  the  charge  that  follows 

"  That  on  the  fame  morning  of  the  eph,  I  din"  not  pat  my  fleet 
Into  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  order,  proper  either  for  receiving  or 
■.narking  m  enemy  of  fuch  force. 

"  By  thii  fecond  part  of  the  charge,  I  feet  my  fc If  attacked  in  the 
i  CXercile  of  that  great  and  broad  line  of  difcrcrion,  which  every  officer 
commanding  either  fleets  or  armies  is  often  obliged,  both  in  duty  and 
conscience,  to  ctercifc  to  the  bed  of  his  judgement,  and  which  de- 
jiending  on  circumflances  and  fituations  infinitely  varioiu,  cannot  be 
reduced  to  any  polilive  rule  of  difcipline  or  practice;  a  discretion 
which  I  will  fubmit  to  the  court,  I  was  peculiarly  called  upon  by 
the  ftrongeft  and  beft  motives  to  exercife,  and  which  in  my  public 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty  1  openly  avowed  to  have  exercifed. 
t  admit  that  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July  1  did  not  put  my  fleet 
into  a  line  of  battle,  becaule  1  had  it  not  in  my  choice  to  do  fo,  con- 
fident with  the  certainty,  or  even  the  probability  of  either  giving  or 
being  given  battle;  and  becaule,  if  1  bid  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  thai 
order,  in  which,  if  the  election  had  been  mine,  I  Ihould  have  chofen 
fo  have  received  or  attacked  a  willing  enemy,  I  ihould  have  bad  no 
enemy  either  to  receive  or  attack. 

"  I  (hall  therefore,  in  anfwer  to  this  charge,  fubmit  to  the  court 
«iy  reafons  for  determining  to  bring  the  French  fleet  to  battle  at  all 
feventj;  and  (hall  {hew  that  any  other  order  than  that  in  which  my 
feet  was  conduced,  from  u.y  firft  feeing  them  to  the  moment  of  ibe 
action,  was  incompatible  wilb  fuch  determination. 

"  In  order  to  thjs,  I  muft  call  the  attention  of  the  court,  to 
a  retrorpefiive  view  of  the  motions  of  the  two  fleets,  from  their  tirft 
Coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

"  On  my  firft  difcovering  the  French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  July,  I  made  the  oeceflary  fig  nils  for  forming 
my  fleet  in  the  order  of  battle,  which  I  effected  towards  the  evening, 
when  I  brought  to,  by  fignal.and  lay  till  the  morning,  when  perceiv- 
ing that  the  French  licet  had  gained  the  wind  during  the  night,  and 
carried  a  prtlfed  fail  to  prefer ve  it,  I  difcontinued  the  Ggnal  for  the 
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"His  acquittal,  and  the  almoft  frantic  joy  which  con-viilfed 

his  friends  and  the  populace  on  that  occafion,  are  alfo  tow 

recent" 

line,  and  made  the  general  fignal  10  chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  (bat 
they  would  join  battle  with  me,  rather  than  fuller  two  of  their  capital 
Blips  10  he  entirely  fcparated  from  them,  and-  give  me  a  chance  of 
cutting  off  a  third,  which  had  carried  away  a  top-miff  in  the  Right, 
and  which,  but  for  a  fhift  of  wind,  I  mull  have  taken :  in  this,  how- 
ever, I  was  difappointcd,  for  they  fiiffered  two  of  them  logo  off  alto- 
gether, and  continued   to  make  every  ufc  of  the  advantage  of  the 

"  This  affiduons  endeavour  of  the  French  admiral  to  avoid  Coming 
to  aflion,  which  from  bis  thus  having  the  wind  was  always  in  hit 
option,  led  me  to  believe  he  expected  a  reinforcement,  a  reflexion 
which  would  alone  have  been  a  fufficient  reafon  to  determine  me  to 
urge  my  purfuit  in  as  collected  a  body  as  the  nature  of  fucb  a  purfuit 
would  admit  of,  without  the  delay  of  the  line,  and  to  feize  (he  firft 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  an  engagement.. 

•■  But  1  had  other  reafons  no  leli  urgent. 

"  If  by  obflinately  adhering  to  the  line  of  battle,  I  had  fuffered,  al 
I  inevitably  mull,  the  French  fleet  to  have  fcparated  From  me;  and  it 
by  fuch  reparation  the  Englifh  convoys  from  the  Eafi  and  Weft  Indies, 
which  I  have  already  dated  in  the  introdiiflion  to  my  defence  to  h»v« 
been  then  expected  home,  had  been  cut  off,  or  the  coaft  of  England 
lad  been  infulted,  what  would  have  been  my  Ctuation  ?  Sheltered 
tinder  the  forms  of  difcipline,  I,  perhaps,  might  have  efcaped  punifh- 
nient,  but  I  could  not  have  efcaped  cenfure.  I  fhould  neither  have 
tfcaped  the  contempt  of  my  fellow 'citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of 

d  other  great  naval  commanders,  who, 
ade  Ariel  order  give  way  to  reafonable 
and  particularly  encouraged  by  the  remembrance  of  having 
myfefr  ferved  under  that  truly  great  officer  lord  Hawke,  when  reject- 
ing all  rule*  and  forms,  he  grafped  at  victory  by  an  irregular  attack, 
I  determined  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  French  fleet  by  being  out-failed, 
from  preferving  the  line  of  battle :  but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  col- 
lected as  I  could,  and  near  enough  to  afGfl  and  act  with  each  other, 
in  cafe  a  change  of  wind,  or  other  favourable  circumftanr.es,  fhould 
enable  me  to  force  the  enemy  to  action. 

"  Such  Were  my  feelings  and  refolutions  when  the  day  broke  on 
Ac  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  at  which  time  the  fleet  under  my 
command  was  in  the  following  pofition: — Vice-admiral  fir  Robert 
Hailand  was  about  four  miles  dlliant  on  the  Victory's  weather  quarter, 
yiib  moll  of  the  fhips  of  his  own  divifion  and  feme  of  ihofc  belong- 
ing to  the  center— and  vice-admiral  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  at  about  three 
miles  diflance,  a  point  before  the  lee-beam  of  the  Victory,  with  hi* 
main-fail  up,  which  obliged  the  fhips  of  his  divifion  to  continue  under 
an  eafy  fail. 

"The 
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recent  to  render  a  minute  detail  neceflary.    The  admiral 

neverthclefs  ceafed  to  be  employed,  a  circumftancc  to  be 

expeQcd, 

"  The  French  fleet  was.  as  much  to  windward,  and  at  as  great  a 
drflance  u  it  had  been  the  preceding  morning,  {landing  with  a  fretti 
wind  clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack,  to  all  appearance  avoiding  me 
with  the  fame  induftry  as  ever. 

"  At  this  time,  therefore,  I  had  no  greater  inducement  to  form  the 
line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of  the  former  day,  and  I  could  not 
have  formed  it  without  greatly  increafing  my  diftance  from  the  French 
fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan  of  operation  which  I  have  already  fubmittcd 
to  the  judgement  of  the  court. 

"_  The  vice  admiral  of  the  blue  next  cbarget,  v  i 

"  That  although  my  fleet  was  already  difperfrd,  and  in  diforder,  I, 
by  making  the  fignal  for  feveral  fhipi  of  his  divifion  to  chace  to  wind' 
ward,  encreafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of  my  fleet,  and  that  the  lhipa 
were  in  confeqnence  more  fcattered  than  they  had  been  before,  and 
that  whim  in  this  diforder  I  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  the 
fignal  for  battle. 

"  In  this  part  of  the  charge  there  is  a  itndious  defign  to  millead 
the  underflanding,  and  by  leaving  out  limes,  and  intermediate  events, 
to  mike  the  lianTafiion*  of  half  a  day  appear  but  as  one  moment. 

"  It  is  indeed  impofiibk  to  read  it  without  being  poflcned  with  the 
idea,  that  at  half  pan  five  in  the  morning,  when  I  made  the  fignal  for 
fix  of  the  (hips  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  bine's  divifion  to  chace  to 
windward,  1  was  in  the  immediate  profpefl  of  doling  with  an  enemy 
approaching  me  in  a  regular  line,  and  all  their  motions  plainly  indi- 
cating a  deugn  to  give  battle ;  intlead  of  which  both  the  fleets  were 
then  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three  leagues  to 
windward,  going  off  clafe  by  the  wind  with  a  prcfled  fail.  My  rcafon, 
therefore,  lor  making  that  fignal  at  half  pail  five,  was  to  colleft  as 
many  of  the  Ihlps  to  windward  ai  I  could  in  order  to  flrengthen  the 
main  body  of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  I  fhould  be  able  to  get  to  action,  and  to 
fill  np  the  interval  between  the  Victory  and  the  vice-admiral,  which 
was  occafioned  by  his  being  far  to  leeward  ;  and  it  is  plain  that  the 
vice-admiral  muil  have  himfelf  underload  the  objeft  of  the  fignal, 
fince  it  has  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being 
made,  the  Formidable  let  her  main-fail  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
lop-fail  si  and  indeed  the  only  reafon  why  it  was  not  originally  made 
for  the  whole  divifion  was,  that  they  mull  have  then  chaced  as  a  divi- 
fion, which  would  have  retarded  the  bed  going  Hiips,  by  an  attendance 
on  the  vice-admiral. 

"  Things  were  in  this  Gtuation,  when  about  nine  o'clock  the  French 
fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the  fouthward  on  the  (larboard  tack;  but  the 
wind  immediately  after  they  were  about,  coming;  more  foutherly,  I 
continued  to  Hand  on  till  a  quarter  pari  ten,  at  which  time  1  tacked 
the  Britifh  fleet  together  by  fignal,  and  foon  after  we  were  about, 
the  wind  came  force  points  in  our  favour  to  the  weDward,  which 
enabled  us  to  lye  up  for  a  part  of  them ;  but  in  a  dark  '(quail  that 
4.  almofl 
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txpcded,  sot  wondered  at,  confidering  the  extraordinary 
fchifm  which  his  cafe  and  conduct  haa  created,  added  to 

the- 


almoft  immediately  came  on,  I  loft  fight  of  them  for  above  half  an 
hour.  When  it  cleared  away  at  eleven  o'clock,  1  difcovered  thai 
(he  French  Sect  had  changed  their  polition,  and  were  end eavon ring  to 
form  I  he  line  on  the  larboard  tack;  but  finding  they  could  not  effect  it 
without  corning  within  gun-lhot  of  the  Van  of  the  BritiQi  fleet,  they 
edged  down  and  fired  on  my  headmolt  fhipt  ■>  they1  approached  them 
on  the  contrary  tick,  at  a  quarter  after  eleven,  which  wax  inftaolly 
returned;  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle. 
All  this  happened  in  about  half  an  hour,  and  mutt  have  been  owing 
to  the  enemy's  filling  to  leeward  in  performing  their  e vol nttOPa  dur- 
ing thafnuall;  thefewe  could  not  Tee,  and  it  produced  thii  hidden  and 
unexpected  opportunity  of  engaging  them,  ai  the  enemy  were  near 
three  leagues  ahead  of  me  when  the  fquall  came  On. 

"  If,  therefore,  by  making  the  fignal  for  the  line  of-. battle  when 
■be  van  of  my  fleet  was  thus  fuddenly  getting  within  reach  of  the. 
enemy,  and  well  connected  with  the  center,  as  my  accufer  himfalf 
ha*  admitted,  I  had  called  back  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  the 
French  fleet  might  cither  have  formed  .their  line  compleal,  and  hava 
come  down  upon  my  fleet  while  in  the  confuGnn  of  getting  into  order 
•f  battle,  or  (what  I  had  (till  greater  reafon  to  apprehend)  might  have 

Sat  off  to  windward  out  of  my  reach  altogether  ;  for  oven  •■  it  was, 
i  enemy's  van,  ittflcad  of  coming  clofe  to  afliun,  kept  their  wind  ( 
add  parted  hardly  within  random  (hot. 

"  My  accufer  next  alTerti,  Is  an  aggravation  of  hit  former  charge, 
"  Thai  the  French  fleet  wa»  In  a  regular  line  on  the  tack  which 
approached  the  Bririfh  fleet,  all 'their  motions  plainly  indicating  1 
defign  to  give  battle. 
-  •'■Both  which  fafis  bane  already  been  contradicted  by  theteftimonv 
*f  even  hii  own  wHneflcs'.  That  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not  fa  a 
regitlsr  line  of  batttoi  appeared  by  the  French  admiral  being  out  of 
bis  Ration  far  from  the  centre  of  his  line,  and  next,  or  very  near  to  a 
fiiip  Carrying  a  vice-admiral's  flag  ;  Tome  af  their  (hips  were  abrcaft  of 
each  other,  and  in  one,  as  they  paffed  the  Englifh  fleet  together  with 
other  apparent  mark*  oF  irregularity,  ladaed,' every  motion  of  the 
French  fleet,  from  about  nine,  wheo  It  Went  on  the  ftarboard  lack, 
till  the  moment  of  the  -action-,  and  even  during  the  aclfon  itfelf,  I 
apprehend  io  be  deCifive  ajjinft  the  alledged  frrdicafiou  of  defign* 
,ing  battle;  for,  if  the  French  admiral  had  really  intended  to  come  t« 
atrion,  I  apprehend  he  never  would  have  put  hn  fleet  on  the  contrary 
tack  to  that  on  which  the  Britifh  fleet  was  coming  up  to  him,  bat 
would  have  fliortened  fail  and  waited  for  it,  formed  tn  the  line  on  the 
fame  tack;  and  even  when  he  did  tack  towards  the  Britifh  fleet  tbo 
allcdgcd  indication  is  again  direflly  refuted,  by  the  van  of  the  French 
fleet  hauling  their  wind  again  inltead  of  bearing  down  into  action,  and 
by  thrir  holfting  no  colourt  when  they  heean  to  engage. 

*'v.*.,v,.     .  ■  •  y  .  *  «  nbu 


,v  Google 


3}S  LIVES  AND  CHASACTKS  Of 

the  very  fcvere  animadverfians  made  by  his  friend's  oit 

the  behaviour  of  minifters  towards  him.     He  continued', 

however, 

"  Not  with  {landing  thefe  i  neon  trove  riible  truiht,  my  atcufer  im- 
pute! it  to  me  thu  «  general  engagement  wx  not  brought  on ;  but  it 
■■  evident,  from  the  teflimpny  of  every  wkneb  he  hu  caHed,  thtt  * 
general  aEtiaa  wu  never  in  my  choice ;  and  that  la  far  from  it* 
being  prevented  by  my  not  having  formed  the  line  of  battle,  na  en- 
gageawnf,  either  general  or  partial,  could-  have  been  brought  on  if  I 
bad  formed  it  i  indeed,  it  ii  a  con  tradition  in  termi,  to  fpeak  of  a 
general  engagement,  where  the  Beet  that  hu  ibe  wind  tackt  to  pafa 
the  fleet  to  leeward  on  the  contrary  tack. 

**  Such  waa  the  manner  in  which,  after  four  dayt  purfiii*,  I  wt>  at 
kit  enabled,  by  a  favourable  fliift  of  wind,  to  clofe  wiib  the  fleet  of 

"  If  I  am  jnftifiable  on  principle  in  the  extrife  of  that  difcre- 
tien,  which  I  have  been  fubmiuing  to  your  judgment,  of  bringing  at 
all  event!  an  unwilling  enemy  to  battle,  I  am  certainly  not  called 
upon  to  deft  end  to  all  the  mill  utile  of  confcqucncct  rcfulting  from 
fueh  enterprise,  even  if  fuch  bad  enfued  asmv  aceufer  haiaflerted,  but 
which  hi*  own  wilneflet  have  not  only  failed  to  eftablilh,  but  abfoliitcly 
refuted.  It  would  be  an  infult  on  the  under  (landing  of  the  court,  were 
1  to  offer  any  arguments  to  (hew,  that  tbipa  which  engage  without  a 
line  of  battle,  cannot  fo  clofely,  uniformly-,  and  mutually  tupport 
each  other,  »  when  circumBancci  admit  of  a  line  being  formed,  be- 
caufe  it  it  felf- evident,  and  it  the  balit  of  ill  the  difcipline  and  prac- 
tice of  line*' of  battle.  la  the  pre  lent  cafe,  notwithstanding  I  bad 
Bo  choice  in  making  any  difpofition  for  an  attack,  nor  any  poffibility 
of  getting  to  battle  otberwife  than  1  did,  which  would  be  alone  funi- 
cient  to  repel  any  charge  of  confequent  irregularity  of  cvenconfiiGoai 
yet  it  m  not  ncceffary  rot  me  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  circum- 
Sance*  under  which  I  a&cd,  becaufe  no  irregularity  or  coofuGon 
eitber  exifted  or  bat  been  proved,  all  the  charing  Oupi,  and  the  whole' 
fleet,  except  a  fhip  or  two*  got  into  battle,  and  toto  at  clofe  battle  ai 
the  French  fleet,  which  had  the  option  by  being  to  windward,  chofe 
to  give  them.  ' 

"  The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  bisEclf,  though  in  the  rear,  was 
out  of  action  in  a  Oiort  time  after  the  Victory ;  and  fo  far  from  being 
left  to  engage  fingly,  and  unsupported,  wit  palled  during  the  aSion, 
by  three  Isipt  of  bit  own  diviGon,  and  wat  obliged  to  back  bit  miaen 
top-fail  to  keep  out  of  the  Ere  of  one  of  the  largefl  fliips  in  the  fleet, 
which  muft  have  continued  near  him  all  the  reft  of  the  time  he  waa 

K fling  the  French  line,  at  I  iball  prove  (he  was  within  thtee  cable* 
lgth  of  the  Formidable  when  the  firing  ecajfed." 

Anfwer  to  the  fecond  article.   - 

"  The  moment  the  Victory  had  faffed  the  enemy's  rear,  my  firff 
-•b^Q-wMto-  look  round  ifk  polities)  of  the  fleet,  which  the. .fcuokij 
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however,  conftantly  to  attend  in  parliament,  -where  his 

mere  prefence  on  tome  occaftons,  add  particular  remarks 

which. 


,  hid  (ill  then  obfeured  from  obfervation,  in  order  to  deferttritie  how  * 
general  engagement  might  beft  be  brought  on  after  the  Seen  Qiould 
have  raffed  each  other. 

"  I  found  that  the  Vice-admiral  of  the  red,  with  part  of  his  divifion, 
had  tacked,  and  was  Handing  towards  the  enemy  with  top-gal)*!]*  fails 
fet,  the  very  thing  I  am  charged  with  not  havine  directed  him 'to  do  J 
hut  all  the  reft  of  the  (hips  that  had  got  out  of  action  were  Hill  on  the 
fhrboard  tick,  feme  of  them  dropping  to  leeward,  and  feemingly  em* 
ployed  in  repairing  their  damages ;  the  Victory  berfelf  was  in  no 
condition  to  tack ;  and  1  could  not  immediately  wear  and  Hand  back 
on  the  (hipi  coming  up  aftern  of  me  pot  of  the  action  (had  it  been 
otherwile  expedient)  without  throwing  them  into  the  ntmofl  coofu- 
(ion .  Sir  John  Roll,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the  experiment,  h  iv- 
ing  informed  the  court  of  the  momentary  neccBity  he  wu  under  of 
wearing  back  again  lo  prevent  the  confequencei  1  have  mentioned, 
tnakei  it  unneceffsry  to  enlarge  on  the  probable  eSeft  of  fuch  *  ge-i 
nerd  rnanunvrc  with  all  the  mips  ahead.  Indeed,  I  only  remark  it 
as  a  (Irong  relative  circomflancc  appearing  by  the  evidence  of  a  very 
able  and  experienced  officer,  and  by  no  meant  at  a  jufliScaiion  fof 
having  flood  away  beyond  the  enemy  (o  ■  great  difltnee  before  1 
wore,  bceaufe  the  change  itfelf  isgrofsiy  falfe  rn  fafl. 

"  The  ViQary  bad  very  little  way  while  her  head  was  to  the  foutb- 
ward,  and  although  her  damagei  were  confidcrable,  wai  the  firft  (hip 
of  die  center  diviGon  that  got  round  toward)  the  enemy  again,  and 
fometime  before  the  tell  were  able  to  follow  her.  Even  ai  it  was, 
•jot  above  three  or  four  were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  fo  that  bad  it  even  been  practicable  to  have  veeted  fotmet. 
than  I  did,  no  good  purpofe  could  have  been  anfwered  by  it,  ai  I 
■null  only  have  wore  the  boner  back  again,  to  have  collected  the 
difabled  {hips,  which  would  have  been  thereby  left  Hill  farther  aflern, 
"  The  Formidable  wu  no  other  wife  left  engaged  with  the  enemy  dur- 
ing this  fhort  interval  than  a>  being  in  tbc  rear,  a  circumdance  which 
mud  always  neccflarily  happen  to  ihiai  in  that  Gtuation,  when  fleets 
engage  each  other  on  contrary  tacks,  and  no  one  witntft  has  attempted 
to  tpeak  to  the  danger  my  icculer  complains  of,  eacept  hit  own  cap- 
lain,  who,  on  being  called  ajon  to  flu  the  time  when  fuch  dinger  was 
apprehended,  dated  h  to  be  the  time  the  Formidable  opened  her  fire. 
This  renden  this  application  of  itaiaconfequence  of  the  fwond  chlrje,  ' 
too  abfurd  to  demand  a  refutation." 

Anfwtr  to  the  third  article. 

"  Asfobn  as.  I  had  wore  to  fland  towards  the  enemy,  I  hauled 
down  the  Ggnal  tor  battle,  which.  I  judged  improper  to  be  kept  abroad   * 
■ill  the  Shift  could*  recover  their  Rations,  M  at  lead  get  near  enough 
to  fuppurt  each  other  in  action  ;  and  in  order  to  tall  tkem  together 
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which  oh  others  fell  from  him  in  debate,  ierved  to  fan  the 

iinotfeeong  gtnbers  of  diflention  and  rancour,  tilt  at  length 


for  that  purpofe,  I  immediately  mid*  the  ftgnal  to  form  the  line  of 
Vattle  ahead  of  all  tbe  Center  and  red  divifion.  1  embraced  that  oppor- 
tunity of  unbending  her  main- lop  fail,  which  was  torally  unferviceable, 
and  in  doing  whkh  the  uttnofi  eipedition  wasnfcd,  ihefhip*  aflein  of 
me  everting  ihcmfelves  far  as  [hey  could  in  the  mean  lime  to  get  into 
their  Dalian],  fa  that  do  time  wai  loll  by  this  neceffaty  operation. 

"  The  Formidable  was  ahead  of  the  Victory  during  this  period. 
It  wai  her  Ration  in  the  line  on  that  lack;  yet  at  the  very  moment  my 
accufer  dares  to  charge  me  with  not  calling  the  fhips  together  to  re- 
new the  attack,  he  bunftlfv though  hit  <h>p  wai  in  a  manageable  con- 
dition, as  hat  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  his  own  captain;  and 
rbough  he  had  wore,  eKpe8ing,  ■>  lie  fay),  the  battle  to  be  renewed, 
quitted  his  flation  in  the  front  of  the  line  of  buttle,  the  fignal  for 
Vhich  was  .flying,  paffed  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  flatboard  tack  while 
I  was  advancing  to  the  enemy,  asd  never  came  into  the  line  during 
the  reft  of  tha  day.' 

"  In  this  fituition  I  judged  it  necefTary,  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
rid,  who  Wis  ro  windward,  and  pufhed  forward  on  my  weather  bow 
with  Git  of  feven  fhips-  of  fail  divifion,  Jhould  lead  on  the  larboard? 
lack,  in  order  to  give  tiniejo  the  fhipa-whieh  I    '  '   "  * 


action    to  repair   their  damages  and  get.  collected  together.     The 

'"^jJ  appointed  by  the  thiriv-ciffi  article  of  the  fighting  Jnfiruftluni 

.t  being  applicable,  as  the  frrntb  feet  wai  fo  nearly  ahead  of  n 


fhat  only  by-keeping  cleric  to  the  wind  w'e  could  have  fetched  them, 
|  made  the  Proferpme's  fignal,  in  order  to  have  difpatellcd  captain 
Sutton  with  o  meffage  to  vice. admiral  fir  Robert  Hirlaod  to  lead  ttat 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack,  hut  before  he  hid  left  the  Victory  with  the 
Orders  he  had  received,  the  French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the  fouth- 
ward  forming  their  liie  on  the  [larboard  tack.  T&eir  fhips  advanced 
regularly  out  of  a  colli' tkd  body,  which  they  had-  got  into  from  the 
•peraiion  of  wearing,  and  a  o  t  from  a  ny  diforder  or  confuGon, 
though,  had  fucb  diforder'ert  confufion,  realty  ejttfled,  I  could  have 
derived  no  immediate  advantage  from  it,  nof  having  a  fnflicieiit  force 
Collected  to  prevent  their  forming  by.  an  attempt  to  renew  the  attack. 
The  Vi£lor?  ««ii  ifiii  rime  the  nearaH.ftipto  the  enemy,  with  no 
more  thin  three  or  foitrof  ilie  cetltn- divrSon  in  any  ft  tuition  ro  hava 
(apposed  her,  or  each  other  in  attioii :  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
T»a»OH  the.  ftarfaoard  tack.  Handing  away  from  his  flaiion  totally  re- 
garrllcfi  of  the  fignal  that  was  flving  to  for*  the  liar  }.  and  ntoRafthe 
other  (hips,  except  the  red  divilion,  whofe  pafitioti  I  have  already 
(rated,  were  far  aDern,  ami  five.  dililbjcAJlvpsBt  a,  great  di (lance  on  the 

'  "  Mod  of-  thefe  fafli  are  already  cflabliflied  by  rtiy  aceufet's  own 
<yidcn.ee,  and  I  {hall  prove  and  confirm  them  all,  by  tbe  leftimony  of 

ihat  jiart.of  tbe  fleet  whofe  Gtiiatiaiu  will  enable  them  to-  fjicak  io- 
[hern  jutli  eei  lainiy.  .    .     .  ■  i 

:.-  .  *  "I  traft 
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lime  extinguifherj  their  'exigence.    The  complete  over- 
throw of  the  then  miniftry,'   id  the  month  of  March, 
I78a» 

"  I  trull  ihev  will  convince  the  court  that  I  had  it  out  in  my 
power  to  collcil  ihe  fieri  together  to  renew  the  fight  at  that  time, 
and  that  from  their  not  berfig  able  to  fallow  me,  I  confrqucntly  could 
dot  advance  with  them ;  that  1  did  not  flio'ten  fail,  hut  only  ftiifted 
an  unftrviteahle  one,  when  1  was  Far  ahead  and  the  Clips  unable  tu 
follow  i  that  I  did  not  bawl  down  the  fignal  for  battle  till  it  ceafed 
to  be  capable  of  producing  any  good  efferl ;  that  during  the  whole 
time  1  flood  towards  the  enemy  f endeavoured,  by  ihe  moll  forcible 
of  all  (ijjnalj,  ihe  fignal  for  the  line  of  bailie,  to  call  ihe  fhips  toge- 
ther in  order  to  renew  the  attack;  ihat  1  did  avajl  myfelf  of  thf 
fliips  that  weir  with  ihe  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  as  far  as  circum- 
fiances  admitted;  ana  ihst  1  therefore  did  do  ihe  uimoll  in  my.  power 
to  take,  link,  burn,  or  deflmy  ilic  French  fleet,  which  had  Mucked 
the  Bi-iuQi  fleet." 

Anfwer  10  the  fourth  article. 

",  The  French  fleet  having  wore  and  began  to  form  their  line  on 
the  Hat-board  tick  by  the  wind,  which  if  ihey  had  kept  would  have 
brought  them  clofe  up  with  the  center  divilion,  Toon  afterwards  edged 
away,  pointing  toward)  four  or  five  of  ihe  di fabled  fliips  which  were  at  a 
dillance  to  leeward,  and  with  evident  intention  to  have  leparaled  them 
from  ihe  red  of  the  fleet.  To  prevent  this  1  made  the  fignal  to  wear, 
and  flood  athwart  their  van  in  a  diagonal  courfe  to  give  protection  to 
thefc  crippled  (hips,  keeping  the*Iignal  lot  the  line  flying  to  form  and 
■  collefl  the  fleet  on  the  (larboard  tack.,  As  I  had  thus  been  obliged 
10  alter  my  difpofition  before  captain  Sutlon  left  the  Vifiory  with  my 
former  mrffage,  I  difpaiched  him  with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  10  form  with  bis  divilion  at  a  dillance  aflern  of  the  Viflory, 
to  cover  the  rear  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  till  the  vice-admiral 
ofihe  blue  fhould  come  into  his  flation  with  his  divilion,  in  obedience 
10  the  fignal.  Tbele  orders  ihe  vice-admiral  of  the  red  jnlbnljy  obey- 
ed, and  was  formed  in  my  wake  before  foui  o'clock,  Finding,  then 
that  while,  by  the  courfe  I  fleered  to  protrft  the  crippled  fhips,  I  was 
rearing  (be  enemy,  and  that  the  vicc-adiniial  of  ihe  blue  fl  ill. continued 
■O  lie  10  windward,  by  which  he  kept  his  divlGon  from  joining  me,  I 
made  the  lignal  for  fhips  to  windward  10  bear  down  into  my  wake, 
and  that  it  might  be  the  btiter  diflingullhcd  (boih  being  %oa(s  at  the 
mizen  peak)  I  bawled  down  the  lignal  for  the  line  Tor  about  ten 
minutes  and  then  boi(ted  it  again.  This  fignal  for  fliipi  to  windward 
■o  bear  down  Jie  repeated,  though  he  had  not  repeated  that  for  the 
line  of  battle ;  but  by  not  bearing  down  himfelF,  he  led  the  (hips  of 
his  divilion  to  Interpret  his  repeating  it  as  requiring  ihein  to  come  into 
hit  wake,  inltead  of  mine. 

"  Having  now  accomplifhed  the  protection  of  the  difahled  (bipi, 

and  the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form  their  line  ranging  up  lo  lee- 

■  Y  3  v    ward 
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I^Sa,  ferved  to  introduce  Mr.  Jteppel  again  to  the  country 
as  a  public  character.     On  the  30th  of  March,  as  one  of 

the 

ward  parallel  (O  the  crniti  divifion,  my  only  objrfi  «u  to  form 
mine  in  order  to  bear  down  upon  them  to  renew  the  battle.  Thcrct 
lore  jr  a  quarter  before  five,  ifter  having  repeated  the  fignal  for 
(hips  to  windward  (o  bear  down  inio  my  wake,  with  no  belter  effect 
than  before,  I  fentthe  Milford  with  ordert  >o  the  vice- admiral  of  the 
ted,  to  ftretch  ahead  and  lake  hit  (ration  in  the  line,  which  be  inltantly 
obeyed;  and  the  viee,admiral  nf  the  blue  being  Dill  to  windward  with 
fail  fore-top-fail  unbent,  making  no  vifible  effort  to  obey  the  lignal 
which  had  been  flying  the  whole  afternoon,  1  Tent  the  Pox  at  five 
o'clock  with  orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into  my  wake,  and  to  tell 
fcim  I  only  waited  for  him  and  his  divifion  >o  renew  the  battle. 
While  I  wil  difpatchingthefe  frigate!,  having  before  hawlcd  down  the 
Cgnal  to  come  into  my  wake,  1  rrtit  abroad  the  fignal  for  all  ftips  to 
come  into  their  (rations,  always  keeping  the  fignal  for  the  line  flying. 
All  thii  produced  -no  effect  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue;  and, 
wearied  but  with  fruiilefs  eapcSaiion,  at  feven  o'clock  I  made  the 
fignal  for  each  particular  (hip  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  divifion 
to  come  into  her  Ration,  but  before  tbey  haij  accotnplilbcd,  it  night 
put  an  end  to  all  further  operation;. 

"  It  may  be  obferved,  that  amongft  tbefe  fignals  I  did  not  make  the 
Formidable*!.  If  the  vice  admiral  chufei  to  conlidet  thii  as  a 
culpable  neglcfi,  I  can  only  fay  that  it  occurred  to  me,  to  treat  him 
with  a  delicacy  due  to  hii  rank.  This  had  fotne  time  before  induced 
me  to  fend  bin  the  menage  by  captain  Wiudfor,  the  particulars  of 
which  he  ha*  already  faithfully  related  .to  the  court. 

"  I  trull  1  have  little  reafon  to  apprehend  lhat  you  will  be  inclined 
to  confide  r  my  conduct,  at  I  dated  it  in  anfwer  to  thii  fourth  article 
of  the  charge,  ai  difgrarJeful  to  the  Britifh  flag.  After  I  had  wore 
upon  the  fame  tack  with  the  enemy,  to  protect  the  difabjrd  parr  of 
my  fleet  and  colleQ  the  red  together,  there  would  have  been  tittle 
to  do  to  renev/  the  battle,  but  bearing  right  down  vpon  the  enemy, 
if  my  aceofcr  had  led  down  his  divifion  in  obedience  to  the  repeated 
CgQali  and  orders  which  I  have  dated.  "%he  Victory  never  went  more 
than  two  knott,  was  under  her  double  reefed  top-fails  and  fore-fails, 
much  (haltered,  which  kept  the  fbipi  that  were  near  her  under  their 
top-faili,  and  fufferrd  the  French  fleet,  which  might  always  have 
brought  me  to  action  if  they  had  inclined  to  do  it,  to  range  up  parallel 
with  the  center  under  very  little  fail.  It  was  to  protect  the  five 
dilablcd  (hips' above-mentioned,  and  to  give  the  reft  time  to  form  into 
fotne  order,  lhat  I  judged  it  more  expedient  to  (land  as  I  did,  under 
.  that  eafv  fail,  than  to  bring  to  with  my  head  to  the  fouihward.  The 
fomt  will  judge  whether  it  was  poflible  for  any  officer  in  the  fcrvice 
really  to  believe  that  thefe  operations  could  give  ibe  appearance  of  a 
flight,  or  furnilh  a  rational  pretence  to  the  French  admiral  to  claim 
the  vifiory,  or  publiOi  to  the  world  lhat  the  Biitifh  fleet  bad  run 
away.'* 

Arifwti 
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i*ib  moft  powerful  of  the  leading  party,  he  was  confti- 
luted  firft  mmmillioner  of  the  admiralty,  and  fworo  in 


Anfwer  to  the  fifth  ankle. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  a8th  of  July  die  French  Beet  {except 
three  fail  which  were  feen  on  thrice  quarter)  was  only  vifible  from 
the  mill  headi  of  Tome  of  the  fhipi  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  it  1  great 
•di  (lance  from  roe.  Thii  afforded  mc  not  the  fmsllcfl.  profpefi  oF  coming 
,«jp  with  them,  more  efpeci'iHyai  their  fbini,  though  certainly  ninth 
damaged  in  their  ha  Hi,  had  not  apparently  fuffered  much  10  their 
malti  and  fails ;  whereat  the  fleet  under  my  command  wai  generally 
and  greatly  {battered  in  their  math,  yardi  and  rigging,  tad  mint'  of 
them  unable  to  carry  fail.  Ai  to  the  three  French  fhipi,  I  made  the 
figoal  at  five  o'clock  in  the  rooming-far  the  Duke,  Bienfaifant,  Prince 
George,  and  Eliiabetb,  to  give  them  cbace,  judging  then  to  be  the 
proper  ell  fhipi  for  that  purpofe;  bat  the  two  lift  were  not  able  to 
carry  foficient  fail  to  give  countenance  let  the  purfaittand  looking 
round  to  the  general  condition  of  my  fleet,  I  (aw  it  wai  in  vain  to 
attempt  either  a  general  or  a  partial  chace.  Indeed,  myaccufer  doea 
not  venture  to  aludge,  that  there  wai  any  probability,  or  even  pofli- 
bility  of  doing  it  with  effect,  which  detlrayt  the  whole  imputation  of 
hit  charge. 

'■  Under  thefc-ci  rcum&ancei  I  trad  I  could  not  miflake  my  duty; 
and  I  wai  refolved,  at  I  have  already  before  ebferved  in  the  intro- 
dnSioQ  to  my  defence,  not  to  facriSce  it  to  an  empty  Stow  and  ap- 
pearance, which  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  an  officer,  unconfcioui  of 
any  failure  or  neglect.  To  have  urged  a  fruifldfl  purfuit,  will]  a  fleet  fo 
greatly  crippled  in  its  entfts  and  fail*,  after  a  ditlant  and  flying  enemy 
within  reach  of  their  own  porta,  and  with  a  frefh  wind  blowing  fair  for 
their  port,  with  a  large  fwctl,  would  have  been  only  wantonly  exposing 
the  Brititii  fleet  under  mv  command  without  end  or  object.  *T would 
fcave  been  mifleading  and  defeating  iu  operatioat,  by  delaying  the  refit- 
ment necefljry  for  carrying  on  the  future  fervice  with  vigour  and effect. 


fcave  been  mifleading  and  defeating  iu  operatioat,  by  delaying  the  refit- 
ntnecefljry  for  carrying  on  the  future  fervice  with  vigour  a  "  **  ~ 
'  My  accufer  afferti,  by  a  general  conctulion  to  the  fivi 
exhibited  againft  me,  that  from  what  he  Qatef  at  inflince*  of  nuTcon- 
doSand  neglect  in  me,  a  glorious  opportunity  wai  loll  ofdoing  a  null 
cflential  fervice  to  the  Hate,  and  that  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  navy 
wat  tarnithed, 

"  The  truth  of  the  affenion,  that  an  opportunity  wai  lofl,  I  am 
sot  called  upon  either  to  combat  or  dc*y  1  it  >•  AifScient  for  me  if  I 
fhall  be  fuccefifiil  in  proving,  that  that  opportunity  wai  feizrd  by  me, 
and  followed  up  to  the  full  extent  of  my  power  1  if  the  court  (ball  be 
of  that  opinion,  I  am  fatiined,  and  it  will  then  reft  with  the  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  blue  toexpUintownatCaufeit  it  lobe  referred,  that  the 
ajlorioui  opportunity  be  fpeaki  of  wai  lofl,  and  to  whom  it  ii  to  be 
imputed  (if  the  fact  be  true)  thai  the  honour  of  the  Briufli  navy  hat 
been  Urnifced." 

V*  Mr. 
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one  of  the  members  of  the  privy  council,  an  advance- 
ment attended   immediately  afterwards   by  profellional 
promo-' 

Mr.  Krppel  then  pioceedcd  to  ibe  examinations  of  (be  witneflet  in 
iupport  of  his  cafe ;  ami  the  coum  martial,  which  continued  to  lit  til) 
the  1 1  th  of  February,  came  on  tfaat  day  to  the  following  refolution, 

"  Tbat  it  11  their  opinion  ibe  charge  again!!  admiral  Kepprl  i« 
malictom  and  ill  founded,  it  having  appeared  that  the  laid  admiral, 
Jo  fit  from  having,  by  miPconduft  and  neglcS  of  duty,  on  the  dayi 
thereiw  alluded  to,  toll  an  opportunity  of  rendering  eSratial  fervid: 
to  die  Hate,  and  (hereby  urnilhcd  the  honour  of  the  BritiftV  nary, 
behaved  at  became  a  judicious,   brare,  and  experienced  officer. " 

The  prctdeot  then  delivered  him  bii  iv.-c.rd,  and  in  a  fiWt  fpeerh 
congratulated  him  on  its  being  reftured  with  (a  much  honour,  and  lipping 
erelong  he  would  be  tailed  rorth,  by  rrn  fovereign,  to  llraw ie  again  ib 
the  fcrviea  at  hia  couiir  ry, 

A  few  dayi  after  hii  acquittal  both  houfea  of  parliament  agreed 
Wnanimoufly  in  a  vote  of  thinks  for  hia  gallant  behaviour  no  the  a  7th 
of  Jnly  1  thin  of  (he  lords  was  lent  by  the  lord  chancellor;  and  tbat 
■of  the  commons  delivered  lo  the  admiral,  in  hia  place,  by  tan  fpcaker. 
The  city  of  London,  and  Weft  India  merchants  felhawcdihii  example. 
'  The  author  of  the  Continuation  of  Campbell,  who  appear*  rather 
more  aclive  as  a  partisan  of  Mr.  Keppel  than  ii  confiftcm  with  the 
ftrifincfi  of'  an  impartial  hiftorian,  conclude!  hia  account  of  this 
remarkable  event  in  the  following  until  >— 

"  Tfiu*  ended  thia  celebrated  trial,  from  which  the  poblic  were 
led  to  form  a  very  different  opinion  of  iho  action,  of  the  117  th  of  Jals, 
from  that  which  naturally  prefcnicd  itlelf  on  reading  the  admirai'a 

Sublfc  letter  to  (be  cominiffioncrs  of  the  marine  department.  Thii 
itler,  thongh  it  contained  nothing  directly  in  opposition  to  truth, 
(iirtlelt  the  genera)  panegyric  bellowed  on  the  fpiritcd  conduct  of  fir 
Robert  Hailaod,  fir  Hugh  Pallifrr,'  and  the  captaini  of  the  fleet,  be 
fuppofed  to  imply  an  acquittal  of  every  individual  from  the  crime  of 
di  {"obedience)  yet  by  concealing  part  of  the  truth,  tended  to  niiOead 
the  judgment  of  the  public,  and  10  give  them  both  an  inadequate  and 
crronruui  idea  of  the  aclion.  It  teemed  from  -the  letter  that  the 
admiral  could  have  attacked  the  French  fleet  a  fecemd  time  that  after, 
noon  while  they  wete  form  ing  the  line  of  battle;  bat  it  appeared  from 
the  evidence  that  this  could  not  have  been  done,  nor  ibe  engagement 
renewed  at  any  time  thai  day,  without  giving  an  evident  advantage  to 
the  enemy,  at  lir  Hugh  Pal  tiler's  not  coming  into  the  admiful'i  wake, 
agreeable  to  the  ■Ggnalt  left  the  Biinlh  Sect,  throughout  the  whole 
afternoon,  greatly  isfcraor  to  that  of  France.  To  thiiheii  at  it  were 
compel  tefl  to  add, 

1  When  the  voice  of  party  fpirit  (hall  be'  heard  no  more,  the  im- 
partial voice  ol  biftory  will  aft  »dtni»l  Keppel,  Why  he  attf  not 
make  the  .particular  fignal  for  each  aUp  in  the  Wuc  divifion  ffcptaarery 
to  come  into  hij  wake,  when  be  Paw  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  *tf ufi rig  *> obey 
biifignal?  Py  lh.it  rora.ni.  the  engagement  night  have  been  renewed, 
though 
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promotion,  and  his  exaltation  to  the  rank  of  vifcount. 
On  the  8th  of  April  he  was  made  admiral  of  the  white, 
and  on  the  agth  of  the  lame  month  was  created  vifcount 
Keppel,  of  Elvedon,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

His  ftation  of  firft  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty  he 
quitted  for  a  few  weeks,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1783, 
but  refumed  it  again  on  the  8th  of  April  enfuing,  the 
celebrated  coalition  then  taking  place  between  a  feleft 
number  of  his  lordmip's  party  and  feveral  of  the  leading 
perfons  of  the  former  ex-miniftry,  who  had,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  been  ranked  among  the  moll  violent  of  his 
enemies.  He  retained  his  high  ftation  only  till  the  30th 
of  December  following,  when  a  political  convulsion, 
equal  in  extent  to  that  which  firft  introduced  him  to  it, 
can  fed  him  finally  to  quit  this  public  character  of  firft  t 
minifter  of  marine.  Hefurvivedbut  averyfewyears.dying 
on  the  zd  of  October,  1 786,  having  been  long  afflicted 
with  the  gout,  and  other  grievous  bodily  infirmities,  in 
the  lixty-third  year  of  his  age. 

It  will  be  almoft  import!  ble  to  attempt  any  delineation 
of  his  lordmip's  character  without  incurring  cenfure, 
cither  from  his  admirers,  or  thofe  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion. This  will  ever  be  the  cafe  with  a  man  who,  by 
unfortunately  having  merits  and  qualities  attributed  to 
him  Tuperior  to  thofe  he  really  pollefled,  has  induced  a. 
denial  from  his  opponents  of  fitch  virtues  as  they 
would  without  oppolition  have  unanimoufly  allowed  him 
the  pofTeflion  of,  had  not  his  friends,  by  their  imprudent 
attempt  to  raife  him  into  fomething  more  than  an  hero, 
cauftu  the  former  to'  counterbalance  extravagant  pane- 
gyric by  ill-founded  cenfure.  -  Prior  to  that  ill-fated 
event,  which  all  men  muft  admit  was  injurious  to  the 
country,  the  fervice,  and  his  own  fame,  he  was  the  idol 
of  all  parties  and  ranks,  whether  in  or  out  of  fervice : 
his  bravery,  his  prudence,  his  activity,  his  diligence,  he 

though  the  Formidable  had  continued  in  difobedience-  However 
delicate  «  point  it  might  be  to  criminate  in  officer  who  bad  behaved 
bn»ely,  vet-it  will  be  allowed  tfntevery  degree  of  delicacy  ought  to 
base  givon  place  to  the  duly  Mr.  Keippct  owed  hit  country.  The 
letter  written  after  tbea&on,  inferred  is  the  London  Gazette,  will  be 
a  litfficiem  warning  to  future  comuunderi  not  to  bellow  prsife  if  the? 
think  cenfure  ii  duet" 
•  had 
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tad  happily  afforded  reiterated  proofs  of:  a  frankaefs  of 
difpofiiion,  an  affability,  that  trait  of  character  ufually 
diftinguifhed  by  thcappellationof  good  humour.had  acquired 
him,  among  the  Teamen,  a  degree  of  love  bordering  almoft 
4m  adoration.  To  a  character  anonymoufly  given  of  hiin 
at  the  time  of  hisdeceafe  it  isfubjoined,  "  That  on  every 
occaflon  he  proved  himfctf  the  friend  of  the  meritorious, 
snd  the  fcaman's  protector;  and  that  no  officer  in  the 
iervice  poirefiai  the  love  of  the  navy  equal  to  himfelf.'v 

There  was,  however,  .a  manifeft  alteration)  both  in  his 
difpofition  and  carriage,  after  his  acceifion  to  the  high  rank 
he  held  in  the  miniftry,  an  alteration  painfully  obferved  by 
his  warmed  admirers ;  his  former  apparent  opennefs  and 
freedom  of  behaviour  became,  probably  through  nccef. 
fity,  converted  into  referve ;  and  his  good  nature  funk  into 
an  habit  of  promifiog  thole  things  which  neither  his  power 
allowed,  and,  perhaps,  on  many  occaftons  his  inclinatioa 
did  not  induce  him  to  fulfil.  This  change  caufed  him, 
by  infenfible  degrees,  to  lofe  much  of  that  popularity  be 
had  before  acquired ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  if 
chance,  or  the  political  current  of  affairs  had  permitted  htm 
tocontinue  much  longer  moving  in  the  public  fphere,  he 
would  hare  experienced  the  fame  mortifying  reverfe  which 
has,  ever  lince  the  ex i Hence  of  governments,  occafionally 
attended  the  brighteft  meteors  of  popularity.  As  it  was,  he 
lived  not  to  acquire  the  dignity  of  being  publicly  hated,  but 
paged  through  the  latter  end  of  life  unmolefted,  unfatyr- 
ifed,  and  nearly  unnoticed. 

With  many  excellent  qualities  pollened  by  this  gentle- 
man were  certainly  mingled  fome  failings,  a  confequence 
naturally  attendant  on  the  imperfection  of  human  nature ; 
and  thofc  who  wjfh  to  imprefs  on  poflerity  confummate 
perfection  of  character,  are  certainly,  guilty  of  premeditated 
flattery  and  falfehood. 

LESLI£,Lachlin, — was  a  gentleman  of  very  honourable 
Scottifh  extraction.  Tnt  firft  notice  we  find  taken  of 
him,  as  a  naval  officer,  is  in  the  year  1 739,  when  he  was 
appointed  commander  of  the  Hawke  (loop  of  war.  He 
ferved  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  the  fame 
Ration,  till  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1744,  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Sandwich,  a  feconrj  rate,  at 
that  time  the  flag  ftiip  of  Mr.  Medley,  but  in.which  he 
remained  a  few  days  only.     We  have  no  information  of 

any 
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any  fubfequent  command  held  by  this  gentleman,  or, 
indeed,  after  its  condition,  till  the  year  1758,  when  ha 
commanded  the  Brtftol,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  on 
the  Weft  India  ftation  under  commodore  Moore.  Ha 
rendered  himfelf  remarkable  by  his  very  fpirited  con- 
duct, on  the  17th  of  January,  in  the  attack  of  Fort 
Negro  on  the  ifland  of  Martinico.  When  the  gun*  of 
the  enemy  were  (ilenced  by  the  Brittol,  fupported  by  x)m 
jRippon,  which  had  anchored  altera,  the  marines  of  both 
(hips  were  landed  and  took  pofTefllpn  of  the  fortrefs,  which 
they  found  entirely  abandoned.  Captain  Leflie  being 
informed  the  fort  was  tenable  againft  any  attempt  that 
might  be  made  by  the  enemy,  consequently  gave  orders 
that  it  ihould  be  defended  to  the  laft  extremity;  but 
when  all  farther  attempts  againft  the  ifland  were  given' 
up,  the  powder  and  guns  were  deftroyed  or  rendered 
unfervioeable  by  the  detachment.  He  had  it  in  his  power 
to  return  the  hipport  and  fuccour  rendered  him  on  this 
occafion  by  captain  Jekyl*,  at  the  attack  of  Guadaloupe  on 
the  23d  of  January,  1759,  having  difengaged  the  Rippon, 
which  lay  in  a  diftreflcd  iituation  expofed  to  the  fire  of  a 
formidable  battery  belonging  to  the  enemy,  from  which 
danger  (he  was  not  extricated  but  with  conflderable  lofs. 
Captain  Leflie  was  immediately  afterwards  promoted  to 
the  Buckingham,  but  did  not  long  continue  in  that  fili- 
ation, being  Tent  home,  in  the  month  of  May,  with 
intelligence  of  the  furrender  of  the  ifland  juft  mentioned. 

On  his  arrival  in  England  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Monarch,  of  feventy-four  guns ;  in  this  (hip  he  was  not 
equally  fuccefsful,  finding  no  particular  opportunity  of 
dittinguifhing  himfelf.  In  1761  he  was  appointed  com- 
modore commander-in-chief  at  the  Nore;  he  accordingly - 
hoi  (led  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Princefs  Royal,  of 
eighty  guns ;  but  had  not  long  the  happinefs  of  retaining  fo 
honourable  a  port,  dying  on  the  3 ill  of  March,  1762. 

LOFTING,  Samuel.— We  find  this  gentleman,  in 
'  1742,  commander  of  the  Wolf  (loop  of  war,  and  em- 
ployed as  a  cruifer,  a  fervice  in  which  he  had  conflderable 
fucccfs,  having,  about  Chriftmafs,  captured  a  (lout  priva- 
teer, and  rc-pouened  himfelf  of  two  prizes  taken  by  the 

,  il       I       —..I       ■■■!■     .Mil  II.  ,,..,.     .... 

*  Of  tat  Rippen. 
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(he  fame  manner  during-  the  whole  of  the  entiling  year, 
and  in  the  month  of  December  diftrnguifhed  him- 
self  extremely  on  the  following  occalion.  He  was 
craifme  off  Oporto,  when  he  received  information 
that  a  (lout  privateer,  together  with  two  prizes  captuted 
by  her  were  lying  within  the  river,  and  that  the  fort 
which  defended  the  entrance  had  only  a  few  guns-mounted ; 
fee  proceeded  thither,  and  on  the  1 6th  ■cannonaded  the 
fortrefs,  which,  in  the  official  account,  it  called'  a  caftle, 
from  half  paft  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  eleven. 
During  this  time  he  difpatched  his  boats  manned  and 
armed  into  the  river,  with  orders  to  cut  out  whatever  ihip 
they  found  there ;  they  were .  accordingly  fuccefsfuL 
enough  to  bring  off  the  two  prizes,  but  could  not  meet 
with  the  privateer,  which  had  ran  farther  up  out  of  their 
.reach. 

His  gallantry  on  this  occafion  was  rewarded  by  promo- 
tion, on  the  220  of  June,  1744,  to  be  captain  oft  he  Wager,  • 
of  twenty-four  guns,  in -which  he  was  employed  in  convoy, 
ing  the  trade  to  Hamburgh.  From  this  velfel  he  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  enfuing,  promoted  to  the  Kinfale, 
of  forty  guns,  and  fent  to  Holland,  with  fome  other 
veflels,  for  the  purpofc  of  convoying'  thither  the  yacht, 
having  on  board  the  dufce*of  Cumberland,  who  was  at 
■  that  time  com  ma  nder-irf-  chief  of  the  Britilh  army  in 
Germany.  He  was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to 
the  Weil  Indies,  where,  behaving  improperly,  though 
in  what  immediate  or  particular  inrtance  we  do  not 
know,  he  was,  on  the  16th  of  July,  1745,  fentenced 
to  be  difmined  the  fervice. .  This  is  the  laft  occafion  °° 
which  we  find  any  mention  made  of  him, 

MOGG,  Thomis.— This  gentleman  was  promoted,  in 
1741,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the 
-Spence  (loop  of  war,  a  velfel  employed  at  that  time  on 
the  Mediterranean  flat  ion.  He  continued  there  till  his 
advancement,  in  the  year' 1744,  to  be  captain  of  the 
Rofheitcr;  but  is  noj  otherwife  mentioned  than  as  having 
been  the  perfon  who  conveyed  to  Nice  the  intelligence  of 
the  encounter  between  admiral  Mathews  and  the  linked 
floets  of  France  and  Spain.  He  was  not  prefent  at  the  adtion, 

enemy  a  fhort  time  before,  He,  oontinued  occupied  in 
^    . .  j  '•',  cafually 
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csfually  met  with  at  fea.  Wc  <k>  not  find  any  mention  * 
made  of  him  in  the  fervice  after  his  appointment  to  the 
Rochefter,  and  believe  him  not  to  have  held  any  command 
for  Tome  years  previous  to  his  deceafe.  In  the  latter  part 
of  hit  life  he  was  much  diftinguifhed  as  a  very  active  and 
upright  magiftrate,  he  having,  moll  probably  on  his  retire- 
ment from  the  navy,  been  put  Into  the  commillion  of  the. 
peace,  not  merely,  we  believe,  as  is  the  common  compli- 
ment paid  to  private  gentlemen  of  fortune,  but  from  an 
high  opinion  of  the  fervice  he  was  capable  of  rendering 
the  community  in  a  civic  department.  He  died  on  the 
22d  of October,  1756. 

.  NORBURY,  Conningfby, —  nephew  to  captain  Con. 
Norbury,  whom  we  have  already  noticed,  vol.  iv.  p.  12. 
He  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Gibraltar  frigate  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1744.  In  1748  he  was  captain  of  the 
Loo,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four  guns,  on  the  Virginia  ftation, 
which,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  is  all  the  information  we  have 
been  able  to  colleetc  oncer  ning  him,  till,  in  1 757,  when  we 
find  him  commander  of  the  Hampshire,  of  fifty  guns.  He 
retained  this  commaodfome  years,,  and  in  1760  was  on  the 
Jamaica  ftation,  under  the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Holmes. 
He  diftinguilhed  himfelf  very  much  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  attack  of  the  French  frigates  toff  Cape  Francois, 
two  of  them,  the  Prince  Edward  and  the-  Fleur-de-lys,  of 
thirty -two  guns  each,  being  deft  royed  by  captain  Norbury. 
This  gentleman  appears  to  have  clofed  his  naval  career 
with  this  action,  not  being  mentioned  as  holding  any 
command  after  his  return  to  England  before  the  dole  of 
the  la(t-mentioned  year.  1 

He  retired  about  the  year  1763  totally  from  the  fervice, 
and  was  confequently  not  even  put  on  the  fitperarmuated 
lift  as  a  rear-admiral,  having  declined  making  any  appli- 
cation for  that  purpofe.  Wc  believe  him  to  have  died  in 
theyear  1786. 

O-HARA,  Patrick.— We  are  almoft  in  thefarhe  pre- 
dicament wtth  regard  to  this  gentleman  as  we.  were  re- 
fpecting  the  former.  He  was  promoted  on  the  16th  of 
November,  1744,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  cap- 

*.  Iu  the  eoorfc  of  (be  month  he  t*  rxrutulirl*  mentioned  ai  hav- 
ing captured  eighteen  ftnall  veQeli,  laden  with  provilion*  and  oiher* 
ntccflarici  for  fbtvfcof  ibe  enemt'j  H»W»troj>.     •    - 

+  See  page  asa.  ■-  -■»  ■■--  -    '■   -  -■-.'■  ■  -       »■    ■■• 
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fain  of  the  Gofport.  This,  notwi  thftanding  we  entertain 
not  the  fmallelt  doubt  of  his  having  held  many  intervening 
commands*,  i*  the  only  information  we  have  been  able 
to  tolled  concerning  him,  till  the  month  of  October 
1 759,  when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Loo,  a  forty-gun 
(hip.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1762  he  was  put  on 
the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-piy  of  a- 
rear-admiral.  Ho  died  at  his  houfe  in  Park-meet,  on 
September  18,  1774,  having  been  many  years  extremely 
inarm. 

OSBORNE,  James,— was,  in  the.  very  beginning  of 
the  year  1744,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  tcr 
be  commander  of  the  Merlin  (loop.  On  the  28th  of 
September  following  he  was  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the 
Shoreham  frigate.  He  continued  a  long  time  in  this 
veflel,  which  was,principatly,  if  not  wholly  em  ployed  during 
that  period  as  a  cruifer ,  a  lervice  in  which  he  met  with  no 
inconfiderable  fuccefs,  having  captured  feveral  fmall  pri- 
vateers belonging  to  the  enemy,  which,  though  of  incon- 
fiderable force,  were  neverthelefs  capable  of  effecting  great 
mi  (chief  againft  the  Britifh  commerce.  He  is  not  again 
mentioned  till  the  year  1749,  when  he  was  captain  of  the 
Briftol,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
which  was  held  on  board  the  Invincible,  for  the 
trial  of  lieutenant  Couchman  and. others,  the  mutineers 
on  hoard  the  Chefterneld.  Captain  Orborne  quitted  the 
Briftol  at  the  end  of  the  year  1751,  and  was  appointed 
not  lone  afterwards,  at  it  is  (aid,  ttoagiiardfiiip,  afecond 
rate.  He  died,  not  improbably  in  this  very  command, 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1754. 

PARRY,  William, — was  the  descendant  of  a  very  an- 
cient and  noble  Welch  family.  In  1732  and  the  follow- 
ing year  he  ferved  as  midfliipman  on  hoard  the  Torring- 
ton,  a  fifth  rate,  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation.  We  find 
him  to  have  been,  in  1739,  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Ruby,  s 
co- gun  (hip, then  commanded  by  ihe  unhappy  capt.Goodere. 
The  unfortunate  conduct  of  his  commander,  contrafted, 
as  we  have  already  (hewn  in  our  account  of  him,  with  thofe 
good  qualities,  and,  indeed,  virtues,  which,  till  his  laft 

*  Particularly  one  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  we  do  not  know  the 

■  t  Some  Kconnn  f»y  the  Duke,  bat  tbcfe  are  erroneous,  there  being 
M  (hip  sf  that  came  Chen  in  MMUbifioa. 
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melancholy  and  wicked  ait,  had  uniformly  marked  his 
behaviour  and  manners  on  all  occafions,  raifed  in  Mr. 
Parry  fa  poignant  a  grief  at  his  fate,  that  he  could  not, 
even  many  years  afterwards,  bear  the  recollection  of  the 
tragic  Dory  without  the  greateft  agitation,  and  fliedding 
tears.  '  It  mull,  indeed,  be  particularly  diftreffing 
(o  him,  to  have  the  difagreeable  talk  of  feizing  a  man,  as  a 
felon  and  murderer,  whom  he  had  on  every  former  occa- 
sion perfect  reafon  to  refpect,  to  love,  and  to  revere.  Of 
his  intermediate  appointments  we  are  ignorant,  other  wife 
than  that  we  find  him  to  have  been  commander  of  a  bomb- 
ketch,and  on  the  2dof  October,!  744,tohavebeenappointed 
captain  of  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate.  In  the  month  of 
June  1745,  he  was  removed  into  the  Prince  George,  a 
fliip  of  the  fame  force  and  rate.  In  1747  he  was  captain 
of  the  Intrepid,  one  of  the  home  fouadron,  bin  not  among 
the  fliips  engaged  in  the  defeat  of  Jonquiere  under  lord 
Anion,  or  L'Etcndiere  under  fir  Edward  Hawke.  We 
find  no  other  particulars  of  his  fervice  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  for  the  next  mention  that  occurs  con- 
cerning him  is,  that  in  the  month  of  December  1749.  he 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial. held  at 
Deptford,  far  the  trial  of  rear-admiral  JCnowks. 

How  long  he  continued  in  command  after  this  time  we 
know  not,  nor  what  commifTions,  if  any,  which  he  after- 
wards held,  till  early  in  the  year  1755,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Kingfton,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the. (hips 
ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Chatham  in  confequence  of  an 
apprehended  rupture  with  France.  In  the  enfuing  year 
the  Kingfton  was  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean under  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  continued 
in  the  lame  fhip,  with  fome  fhort  intervals,  feveral  years; 
and,  in  1757,  was  employed  on  the  unfuccefsful  expedi- 
tion undertaken  againft  Louilburg,  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Holbume;  as  he  again  was,  in  1758,  in  that  more 
fortunate  one  conducted  by  Mr.  Bofcawen.  During  a 
part  of  the  year  1759  he  did  not  command  the  Kingfton, 
molt  probably  on  account  of  fome  temporary  illneTs;  and 
that  fhip  being  then  employed  in  the  Channel  under  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  he  was  not  prefent  at  the  defeat  of  the 
marquis  de  Conflans's  armament.  He  re  fumed  his 
command  early  in  1760,  and  was  ordered  to  Quebec, 
from  whence  he  returned  in  the  month  of  November, 
9  having 
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having  on  board  a  number  of  French  prifoners  captured  at 
the  relief  of  that  fortrefs..  Soon  after  his  return  to  Eng- 
land he  quitted  the  Kingfton,  and  continued  for  fome  time 
unemployed.  Before  the  conclufion  of  the -war  he  was' 
appointed,  although  a  very  old  captain,  to  go  out  a  patten- 
ger  to  the  Montague,  a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  then  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  commander-in-chief  there  thinking 
il  improper  that  the  oldeft  captain  of  that  fquadron  mould 
ierve  in  a  fixty-gun  (hip,  moved  captain  Edward  Hughes 
from  the  Somerfct,  a  third  rate  of  fixty-four  guns,  into 
the  Blenheim,  the  flag  fhip,  a  fecond  rate  of  ninety  guns, 
and  appointed  captain  Parry  to  the  Somerfet,  withorders 
to  hoift  a  broad  pendant  and  command  a  divifion.  Not- 
wit.riir.andi  rig  this,  when  a  promotion  of  flag-dfficers  was 
irtade,  captain  Parry,  though  at  that  time  in  actual  fervice, 
was  left  out.  This  was  faid  to  be  done  in  confequence  of 
a  lilt  left  by  lord  Anfon  of  the  promotion  he  intended,  had 
he  lived.  As  captain  Parry  could  then  no  longer  fervc,  his 
juniors  being  promoted,  tie  returned  to  England,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  obtained  his  rank*. 
\  On  the  21ft  of  October,  1762,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  In  1766,  having  hoifled  his 
flag  on  board  the  Prefton,  of  fiftv  guns,  he  was  fent  out 
commander-in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  and  Windward  lflarid 
(ration,  where  he  remained  three  years,  the  timeufually 
allotted  for  the  duration  of  fuch  appointments  in  time  of 
peace,  and,  as  mijht  naturally  be  expected,  without 
meeting  with  any  occurrenpe  mterefting  enough  to  de- 
mand our  particular  notice.  He  was,  while  abfent, 
advanced,  on  the  1 8th  of  October,  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  Ted,  and  in  fix  days  afterwards,  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
(he  blue.  Not  long  after  his  return  he  was  fent  out  in 
the  fame  capacity  to  the  Leeward  Iflands,  where  nothing 
remarkable  happened,  except  a  trivial  difpute  with'  the 

fivernor  of  Porto  Rico  relative  to,a  claim  rhade  by  the 
'nglifh  on  Ciabb  ItUnd/wbich  was  amicably  and  honour- 
ably arljulled.  On  the  31ft:  of  March,  1775,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  White  ;  aS  he  was,  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red;  and/ 
Jaftly,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  to  be  admiral  of  the 

*  We  mention  this  ciipumflmcc  as  a  proof  of  that  injurious  pwri- 
jliiy  fa  IVcqnceily  difplaycd  by  his  lordlhip,  but  which  w»S  OCVtr 
more  ittongly  insnifeftcd  dan  in  ih^csfeef  capuio  Parry. 

blue- 
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blue.  He  never  held  any  command  after  his  fecond  re- 
turn from  the  Weft  Indies,  parting  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  honourable  and  happy  retirement,  having  very 
juftly  acquired  the  univerfal  reputation  of  a  good  com- 
mander, as  well  as  a  truly  honourable  and  worthy  man.  He 
died  at  his  houfe  at  Addington-brook,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1779. 

PHILLIPSON,  John, — was  a  young  gentleman  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  Torrington,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty 
guns,  fo  early  as  the  years  1735  and  1736;  he  was  one  of 
the  lieutenants  of  the  Namur  under  admiral  Mathews  in 

1743,  and  by  that  gentleman  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Salamander  bomb- ketch,  in  which  veflel  he  returned 
to  England.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1744,  he  was  • 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Dolphin,  as  fucceflhr 
to  Mr.  Geary.  He-was  in  a  very  fliort  time  afterwards 
advanced  to  the  Deptford,  of  fixty  guns,  as  captain  to 
Mr.  Bamet,  who  was,  appointed  commodore  and  com- 
mander in-chief  on  the  Eaft  India  ftaiion.  He  died  there 
on  the  30th  of  March,  1745. 

ROBINSON,  Robert,— was,  in  the  year  1743,  lieute- 
nant of  the  Namur,  at  that  time  the  flag-fhip  of  admiral 
Mathews,  and  was,  after  the  encounter  with  ihe  French  and 
Spanifli  fleets  off  Toulon,  promoted,  on  the  Z2A  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1744,  to  be  captain  of  the  Marlborough,  as  fiic- 
ceflbr  to  captain  Cornwall,  who  was  unhappily  flain  in 
the  preceding  engagement.  He  very  foon  removed  into 
the  Diamond  frigate  on  the  fame,  flat  ion  ;  but  no  other 
mention  whatever,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcover, 
is  made  of  him,  either  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
the  enfuing  peace,  or  the  fucceeding  period  of  hoftilities;  fo 
that  onw  h  ate  verfervices  he  might  be  employedon,  they  muft, 
unhappily  for  him,  have  been  extremely  unconfequential. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  1762,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannu- 
ated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He 
lived  ever  afterwards  in  retirement  at  Eltham,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  where  his  fon  was,  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1766,  married  to  'Mifs  Kerby  of  that  place.  The  ad- 
miral died  at  Ettham  on  the  ioth  of  September,  1785. 

SOMERS,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  4th  of  September, 

1744,  appointed  captain  of  the  Superbe.  He  was  not 
long  afterwards  removed  into  the  Deal  Caftle  ;  and  from 
thence,  in  the  month  of  June  1747,  appointed  to  the 

Vol.  V.  .  2  Expe- 
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Expedition.  Having  been  guilty  of  fome  artMconducV 
and  particularly  in  ill-treating  divers  of  the  officers  under 
■  his  command,  he  was  brought  to  a  court-martial,  and 
fen  te  need  to  be  difmlfTed  the  fervice  fome  time  in  the 
year  17+8.     The  time  of  his  death  is  unknown  to  us. 

SPRAGGE,  Edward,  — a  defcendant  of  the  brave  and 
gallant  fir  Edward  Spragge,  who  ferved  as  an  admiral  and 
loft  his  life  in  the  third  Dutch  war,  temp.  Car.  II, 
was  promoted,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant)  to  be  com- 
mander of  the  Saltafh  floop  ;  and  being  advanced  to  the 
rank  «f  captain,  was  appointed  In  the  Prince  fa  Amelia  on 
the  nth  of  June,  174+-  He  did  nut  long  retain  that 
Command;  but  though  he  was  immediately  com- 
miirloned  to  fome  other  on  quitting  the  firft  fhip  he 
was  appointed  to,  we  have  not  been  able  to  investigate 
its  name,  or  the  fervice  in  which  it  was  employed, 
farther  than  that  we  know  it  to  have  been  one  of  thofc 
on  the  home  or  Channel  (ration,  as  we  find  him,  in 
the  month  of  January  1745,  one  of  the  members  of-the 
court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  trial  of  cap- 
tains Griffin,  Moityn,  and  others  {  and,  in  the  month  of 
September,  engaged  in  the  fame  difagreeable.  duty  at 
Chatham, on  the  charge  preferred againlt  captains Burriib, 
and  others,  for  mi  (behaviour  in  the  action  otF  Toulon. 

He  continued  to  be  oneof  the  members  of  the  fame  court, 
in  the  month  of  May  1746,  when  it  was  removed  to 
Deptford  for  the  trials  of  the  admirals  Mathews  and 
Lettock.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  hiin  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  dif cover,  except  that  he  died  on  the 
04th  of  January,  1757.  • 

SW ANTON,  Robert.  —  The  firft  information  we 
have  of  this  gentleman  is,  that  in  the  month  of  January 
1743-4,  he  commanded  the  Aflrea,  an  armed  fhip  in  the 
fervice  of  govern  inent,  and  employed  oft  the  American 
ftation.  This  velfel  was,  at  the  time  above  (bated,  burnt 
at  Pifcataway,  of  which  melancholy  accident  captain 
Swanton  gave  the  following  account. 

"  On  Tiiefday  the  17th  inftant,  about  two  in  the 
morning,  a  fire  broke  Out  in  the  fore  hold,  and  initantly. 
the  beams  under  fhe  forecaftie  were  in  a  blaze.  We 
laboured  hard,  and  once  fhought  we  had  got  the  better  of  it; 
but  the  water  alonglide  was  no  fooner  in  the  buckets  but  it 
became  ice,  fo  that  they  fcarce  delivcreda  quart.    By  thefe. 
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means  the  fire  broke  out  again  with  great  violence,  and 
rendered  all  our  endeavours  to  extinguish  it  vain,  for  in  a 
few  hours  flic  was  burnt  down  to  the  water  edge.  Moft 
of  the  officers  ftores  were  afliore,  the  powder  in  the  public 
magazines ;  and  as. all  the  guns  fell  into  the  wreck  I  Ihall 
have  no  difficulty  in  recovering  them." 

On  the  27th  of  Auguft  following  he  was  promoted  to 
be -captain  of  the  Mary  Galley,  but  in  what  manner 
employed  we  know  not.  In  the  month  of  September 
1745,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial, 
held  at  Chatham,  for  the  trials  of  captain  Btirrifh,  and 
others,  which  is  the  only  material  mention  we  find  made 
'  of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  or  the  peace 
which  iucceeded  it.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1756, 
not  long  after  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  with  France,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Prince,  of  ninety  guns,  and  without 
doubt  held  many  intermediate  commands,  of  which  we 
are  unfortunately  uninformed.  He  not  long  afterwards- 
removed  into  the  Vanguard,  of  fixty-eight  guns,  a  fliip 
employed  on  the  home  or  Channel  Itation*,  till  the  year 
1758, 

*  The  following  letter  ii  did  to  have  been  written  by  ■  per  fori  00 
board  at  the  lime  of  (he  tranfaclion  alluded  to  took  place.  We  havt 
been  (be  More  induced  to  infer!  it,  becaufe  hiftortam,  and  even  tbe 
gatcttei  hive  been  lik-nt  on  a  buBoefs  "which  certainly  reflect!  too 

much  honour  an  captain  Swpnton  to  be  forgotten. 

"  Tht*  acquaints  you  that  we  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  7th  of 
November  to  join  fir  Edward  Hawke's  fquadron,  but  could  not  meet 
with  it.  Hard  gales  of  wind  with  fqualls  f'dm  the  well  ward  were 
ourconflant  companions  for  the  firft  month.  On  the  17th,  at  night,  we  ' 
loft  our  main -top-mad  and  half  the  main-top.  Next  morning  the 
/emaining  part  of  the  top  was  brought  down  to  he  repaired,  and  by  tbe 
19th,  in  the  evening,  we  had  it  ura  the  mail-head  again.  Sundae 
tbe  20th,  in  the  morning,  we  Taw  feveral  (hips  {leering  E  S.E.  at  eight 
we  ware  and  bore  down  to  them.  As  it  was  finally  and  hazy,  we  tan 
vety  near  hefore  we  could  difcover  who  they  were  ;  hut  as  the  we'athec 
cleared  up  found  it  Wai  (he  French  fleet,  confining  of  feventeen  mips 
of  war,  returning  from  North  America,  commanded  by  a  vice  and  rear 
admiral,  with  a  commodore-  This  was  in  the  latitude  of  Brcfl,  67 
leagues  from  the  Lizard.  It  being  too  great  a  force  for  us,  we  hoifled 
a  French  jack  and  hauled  clofc  upon  the  wind.  The  French  arecer. 
tainly  the  mod  polite  people  to  ftranaers  (at  firft  light}  I  have  met 
with,  for  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  by  the  rear  of  their  fleet  within 
mufket-fhot,  and  not  one  of  them  offered  to  fire,  though  it  was  irl  their 
power  to  fink  us.  At  nine  their  admiral  made  (be  ugriai"  for  a  general 
Z  *  chafe, 
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1758,  when  he  was  ordered  to  Louifburg  with  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen.  He  continued  in  the  Vanguard  during  the  whole  of 
the  war  i  but  no  faither  mention  is  made  of  the  manner  or 
fervice  in  which  he  was  occupied  till  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1760,  when  he  was  ordered  to  Quebec  with  a  fmall 
force,  of  which  he  was  fenior  or  commanding  officer. 


chace,  five  of  them  foon  ear  into  our  wake,  anil  puiiiife  about,  in 
lift  (ban  an  hour  their  whale  fleet  was  in  full  cry  after  us.  The  lofs  of 
pur  nuin-top-maft  (three  days  before)  deprived  us  of  fcvcral  fails 
which  would  have  been  of  great  feivice  at  this  juo£ture  ;  and  it  ble w 
fo  hird  in  fqualls,  that  the  crofs  jack-yard  broke,  the  tnizen-top  faiFfplit,. 
and  we  were  in  danger  of  loling  our  fore  •top-in  aft.  Their  rear-ad- 
miral with  his  divifion  led  large  to  intercept  oi  if  we  had  bore'away; 
ajid  the  commodore  kept  to  windward  in  order  to  weather  us.  A 
quarter  before  one  in  the  afternoon  their  headmoft  (hip  came  up  witb 
us,  ran  under  our  lee  quarter,  and  gave  ui  ■  broadfidc.  Captain 
Swanton,  our  commander,  wbofe  behaviour  (during  the  chaee  and  in 
die  engagement]  was  one  continued  fcene  of  prudence  and  true  cou- 
rage, would  not  permit  til  (o  return  the  compliment  till  monliritr  was 
within  iburket-fhot,  when  all  the  guns  we  could  run  out  were  brought 
to  bear  upon-  biro.  lie  difeharged  tbree  broadfidci  at  us  before  we 
began  to  fire:  the  captain  then  ordered  our  colours  to  be  hoifled;  the 
officers  and  crew  (who  were  all  determined  to  defend  the  (hip  to  the 
hft  extremity}  gave  three  cheers,  and  poured  a  broadfide  into  the 
centre  of  the  French  {hip.  Our  people  behaved  extremely  well,  took' 
good  aim,  and  fought  for  more  than  two  hours. 

.  "  Our  ■nlagomft,  after  having  dropped  allern  feveral  timed,  and 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  rake  us  fore  and  aft,  at  Ijfl  bore  away  and  fired 
fcvcral  guns  as  Ggnals  of  diftrefi.  She  mounted  feventy-lour  guns  ; 
and  being  to  leeward  of  us  ran  them  all  out,  while  we  could  open  no 
ihore  than  two  of  our  lower  deck  ports,  for  it  blew  hard,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  engage  under  all  the  fails  we  could  let ;  confequemly  our 
adversary  had  the  advantage  of  firing  thirly-fcven  guns  to  our  twenty- 
three^  As  mod  of  our  gu us  were  ehrefled  to  her  hull,  fbe  mud  have 
received  great  damage  between  wind  and  water. 

"  We  had  feveral  men  wounded,  and  one  killed  by  a  grape  fliot,. 
wliich  came  through  one  of  the  lower  deck  potts.  The  enemy  trjei 
to  dtfmdft  us,  and  elevated  his  guns  fo  high  that  many  of  the  (hot  wear 
over  ui.      Our  fails  and  rigging  were  Cut  to  pieces. 

"  When  the  French  admiral  faw  our  adveifary  had  been  fo  roughly 
Treated  he  made  the  (i^nal  to  leave  off  chace.  By  this  time  the  Com- 
modore, in  a  (hip  of  eighty-four  guns,  was  on  our  weather  quarter, 
and  in  left  than  an  hour  would  have  been  alongfide  of  us  ;  on  fer- 
iflg  the  fignal'  he  gave  us  two  broadfidct,  but  none  of  his  (hot  reached 

□  lug  on  wc  loft  fight 

He 
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He  arrived  on  ihe  nth  of  May  off  the  ifle  of  Bee,  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  with  his  own  fhip  and  the  Diana 
frigate  only.  He  intended  to  have  waited  there  for  the 
reit  of  the  fqtiadron  which  had  feparated  from  him  in  the; 
pafiage  from  England  ;  but  having,  on  the  14th,  received 
advice  from  brigadier- general  Murray,  that  Quebec  was 
befieged  and  much  prefied,  he  got  under  fail  with  all 
poflible  difpatch,  ana  anchored  above  Point  Levi  on  the 
IJth,  in  the  evening.  He  there  found  the  Loweftoffe 
frigate,  one  of  his  fquadron,  which  had  arrived  a  few 
days  before  him.  Captain  Deane,  who  commanded  that 
ftup,  immediately  came  off  with  a  meffage  from  general 
Murray,  who  earneftly  recommended  the  attack  of  the 
French  nava!  force,  which  then  lay  above  the  town,  and 
confined  of  two  frigates,  as  many  armed  (hips,  together 
with  feveral  veffels  of  inferior  conference.  The  commo- 
dore in  confequence,  ordered  captain  Deane,  together  wjrh 
captain  Schomberg  in  the  Diana,  who  was  there  alfo,  to  flip 
their  cables  early  the  next  morning  and  attack  the  enemy- 
No  fooner  did  they  perceive  the  Britlfil  Ihips  approaching 
man  they  made  off  in  the  greatefl  confufion.  One  of 
them,  called  the  Pomona,  was  driven  on  (bore  above  Cape 
Diamond;  the  Atalante,  which  was  the  name  of  the  other, 
ran  aihore  and  was  burnt  at  Point-au-Tremble,  about  ten 
leagues  above  the  town;  the  greater  part  of  thefmaller  veffels 
were  either  driven  on  fliore,  or  otherwife  effectually  de- 
ftroyed.  The  confequence  produced  by  this  fuccefs  was 
of  the  mofl  happy  kind ;  the  enemy,  ftruck  as  it  were  by 
a  thunderbolt,  on  viewing  the  demolition  of  their  naval 
force,  went  off  the  fame  evening,  and  abandoned  the  fiege 
with  fo  much  precipitation  as  to  leave  behind  them  their 
whole  battering  train,  amounting  to  thirty-four  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  together  with  fix  mortars,  all  their  camp 
equipage,  provifions,  and  ftores,  collected  ■  with  labour 
almoft  incredible,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  as.  a  lafl  effort 
for  the  recovery  of  their  conquered  capital. 

The  commodore  failed  from  Quebec  irv  the  Vanguard,: 
on  his  return  to  England,  towards  the  end  of  O&ober,* 
#nd  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  the  Trident,  after  a  very 
profperous  paffage,  on  the  2 2d  of  November.  In  1761 
we  find  iio  other  material  mention  made  of  the  fervices  on 
^hich  he  was  employed,  than  his  having  been  fent,  to. 

■  • :  -  Z*  3  wards 
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wards  the  latter  end  of  March,  in  conjunction  with  cap* 
rain  Rowley,  of  the  Superbe,  to  convoy  to  a  certain  lati- 
tude the  outward-bound  Eaft  India  fhips.  In  1762  he 
was  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies  under  fir  Geo.  Rodney, 
and  was  ordered,  with  a  fmall  land  force,  again  ft  the 
Grenades,  which,  together  with  all  their  dependencies, 
furrendered  to  him  on  the  5th  of  March.  This  fuccefs 
fiaving  finally  completed  the  capture  of  all  the  French 
poffeflions  in -that  part  of  the  world,  we  do  not  find  any 
mention  made  of  any  farther  enterprize  in  which  he  was 
concerned  during  the  war.  On  the  21 II  of  0&oberrl76a, 
he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  never 
held  any  command  as  a  flag  officer.  He  died  at  Bright- 
hclmftone  on  the  id  of  Auguft,  1765. 

TOLL,  Edmund,— in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1744, 
commanded  the  Grampus  Hoop.  He  is  mentioned  as 
having  been  in  company  with  Mr.  Bofcawen,  the  captain 
of  the  Dreadnought,  at  the  time  he  captured  the  Medea 
frigate.  He  was,  on  the  14th  of  June  in  the  fame  year, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Phoenix  ;  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  collect  any  other  particulars  of  his  fubfequent 
commands,  or  information  in  any  degree  relative  ta 
him,  except  that,  in  1762,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperan- 
nuated  lift,  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral. 
He  died  on  the  ift  of  Auguft,  1767.  ' 

THOMSON,  Ormond, — commanded  a  Hoop  of  war, 
On  the  Jamaica  flat  ion,  in  1741,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
in  that  year  tocapture  two  valuable  Spanifh  merchant- fhips. 
He  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  July  1742,  being 
then  commander  of  the  Vefuvius  firefhip,  from  which  he 
removed,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year>  inl°  'be  Peregrine 
Hoop.  In  1744  he  commanded  the  Fly  (loop;  and  on  the 
29th  of  January,  being  then  on  a  cruife  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Channel,  about  forty  leagues  from  the  Lizard,  he 
fell  in  with  a  Spanifh  privateer,  having  an  equal  number 
of  guns,  but  greatly  fuperior  in  men  *.    Captain  Thomfon 


began  to  engage  her  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
jina,  after  a  very  clofe  and  fpirited  encounter  of  two  hours 
Continuance,  Compelled  her  to  furrender.  The  prize, 
which  was  Carried  into  Plymouth,  was  called  the  Noftra 


f  ^WClve  gmu,  one  bundled  and  thirty-tliiee  pen. 
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Setinfa  del  Rofario,  new  from  the  Hocks,  and  only  font 
days  out  of  Bilboa.  On  the  26th  of  July  enfujng  he  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye,  a  twenty-gun  fhip. 
This  veffel  was  unhappily  loft  at  the  latter  end  of  Novem- 
bet  in  the  fame  year ;  the  circumftances  attending'which 
.misfortune  were  rather  lingular.  Captain  Thornton  was 
chaced  by  a  large  EngNlh  fhip  under  French  colours ;  in 
.endeavouring  to  efcape  from  which  he  ran  afhorc.  This 
flrniirwasafterw»rdsinveftigatedbyacourt-martial,andthe 
captain  was  very  fairly  acquitted.  We  have  rip  account 
however  of  his  holding  any  fiibfeoitent  command;.  He 
died  in  England  on  the  17th  of  November,  1753. 

VAN BURGH,  Giles  Richard.— This  gentleman  was, 
in  1743,  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  fhips  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean Ration,  and  was  there  promoted,  on  the  13th  of 
January,  174+,  to  be  captain  of  the  Feverfham,  of  forty 
guns,  an  appointment  given  him  merely  to  eftablifli  his 
rank  as  a  pod  captain.  He  was  appointed  to  fotne  other 
fhip,  we  believe  the  DurjWy  Galley,  a  few  days  afterwards. 
We  have  no  farther  account  we  can  implicitly  rely  on 
concerning  him,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746, 
when  he  was  captain  of  the  Antelope,  of  fifty  guns,  on  the 
fame  ft  at  ion.  He  was  left  by  commodore  George 
Townfhend,  who  was  driven  off  the  coaft  of  Corfica  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wjnd,  and  compelled  to  bear  away  for 
Mahon  in  order  to  repair  the  damages  fuftatned  by  the 
{hips  of  his  fqtiadron,  to  watch  that  coaft  during  his  ab^ 
fence;  but  the  fame  kind  of  accident  l>efalling  captain 
Vanburgh  himfelf,  he  was  compelled  to.put  into  Leghorn 
with  the  reft  of  the  fhips  under  his  orders:  and  the  Genoefe . 

eund  means,  during  his  abfence,  to  difpatcli  throe  large 
rks  to  Baftia,  from  whence  they -brought  off  all  the 
principal  leaders  of  the  malcontent  inhabitants,  the  pre- 
vention of  which  was  the  principal  object  of  the-Britilh 
forcp  Rationed-  Captain.  Vanburgh  did  not  long  furvive 
this  misfortune,  having  accidentally  loft  his  life  in  the 
following  manner.  He  hadvifitcdon  board  fome other  fhip 
of  the  fquadron  when  at  fea ;  he  continued  on  board  until  it 
was  dark,  and  pin  off  in  his  boat  from  that  fhip,  to  go  to 
the  Antelope ;  but,  unfortunately,  neither  himfelf, 
boat's  crew,  or  boat,  wefe  ever  heard  of.  This  unhappy 
%4  .     accU 
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accident  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 746,  but  th* 
particular  month  is  not  fpecified. 

WILLIAMS,  Thomas. — In  1740  he  was  promoted 
from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the 
Charlotte,  one  of  the  fmall  yachts  then  employed  on  feiv 
vices  not  consequential  enough  to  require,  as  a  captain, 
an  officer  of  higher  rank.  On  the  23d  of  April, 
]  744,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Deal  Came ; 
and  afterwards,  in  the  month  of  June  1745,  ad- 
vanced to  the  command  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  then 
lying  at  the  Norc  as  a  guardfliip,  as  captain  to  commo- 
dore Tho,  Smith.  No  other  particulars  have  come  to  our 
knowledge  relative  to  this  gentleman,  except  that  he  died 
in  England  on  the  nth  of  May,  1754. 
,  WILSON,  John, — was,  on  the  1 3th  of  Auguft,  1 744, 
promoted,  from  the  Firedrake  bomb-ketch,  to  be  captain 
of  the  Seaford ;  and  in  the  month  of  March  1746,  was 
removed  into  a  ftiip  of  twenty  guns,  called  the  Hare.  He 
died  in  England  on  the  3d  of  September,  1749,  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  colled  ■  any  other  information  con, 
cerning  him. 


1745- 

ADAMS,  Roger, — was  appointed  captain  of  the  Port 
Mahoii  frigate  on  the  12th  of  July,  1.745 ;  but  no  other 
mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  fer vice.  He  died  on  the 
17th  of  Q&ober,  1749. 

ANDREWS,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  15th  of  July, 
1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Worcefter;  but  is 
not  otherwife  noticed  during  the  continuance  of  the  warf 
In  January  1753,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Cum- 
berland, which  was  commiffioned  as  one  of  the  guardfhips 
at  Chatham.  In  1755  he  removed  into  the  Defiance,  3 
fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  PlyT 
mouth,  in  confequence  of  an  apprehended  rupture  with 
France.  In  this  fhip  he  was  ordered. tQ  the  Mediterra- 
nean, ip  the  enfuing  year,  with  Mr.Eyng,  Qn  the  ■ 
morning  of  the  well-known  encounter  off  Mahon  witlj 
the  French  fquadron,  under  Gallifoniere,  captain  Andrews 
",        *.'■'■■        1  U\aa 


bV  Google 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.      36J 

being  detached  in  chace,  captured  a  French  tartan,  havingon 
board  four  officers  together  with  one  hundred  and  two  pri- 
vates, part  of  a  reinforcement  of  fix  hundred  fent,  as  muf- 
.ketry-men,  from  the  army  under  the  due  de  Richlieu,  to  the 
fleet.  In  the  encounter  which  prefently  followed,  captain 
Andrews,  while  living,  behaved  with  the  greateft  gallantry; 
nor  was  the  Ihip  conducted  with  lefs  fpirit  after  he  fell. 
Expofed  to  the  enemy's  hotteft  fire  the  Defiance  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  action,  having  had  no  lefs  than  fifty-nine 
men  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  nearly  one-third- 
of  the  whole  lofs  fulbined  by  the  fleet  on  that  occafion. 
As  we  already  faid,  captain  Andrews  himfelf  fell  in  the 
action,  universally  beloved,  honoured  and  lamented.  He 
was  killed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1756. 

BARKER,  John,— was  lieutenant  of  the  Solebay.  fire- 
ftip  in  the  years  1 737  and  1 738 ;  as  he  afterwards  was  of  the 
Lancafter,  a  third  rate  of  eighty  guns.  He  was, on  Septem- 
ber 19, 1745,  appointed  captain  of  the  Gibraltar,  and  em- 
ployed very  early  in  the  enfuing  fpring  to  convoy,  to 
Scotland,  the  Heffian  troops  ordered  thither  in  confequence 
of  the  rebellion  which  had  broken  out  in  that  kingdom. 
He  executed  this  fervice  with  the  great  eft  attention  and 
difpateh,  the  latter  becoming  doubly  necefiary  in  confe- 

Suence  of  a  vehement  froft  which  fet  in  at  that  time;  and 
ireatened  to  retard  the  whole  embarkation.  The  fubfe- 
quent  commands  he  obtained,  and  fervices  on  which  he 
was  employed,  were  fo  little  cenfequential,  that  the  only 
farther  account  given  of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  is,  that  in  the  month  of  June  1747,  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  Thetis,  of  forty  guns.  We  are  unacquainted 
as  to  the  time  when,  and  in  what  manner  he  was  again 
employed  during  a  long  interval ;  the  next  mention  we 
again  find  made  of  him  being  in  the  year  1759,  when  he 
commanded  the  Jerfey,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet 
under  Mr.  Bofcawen  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation.  His 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  were  much  noticed  in  the 
attack  made,  though  unfucce family,  by  the  captains  Smith 
Callis,  Harland,  and  himfelf,  on  the  batteries  at  the  mouth 
of  Toulon  harbour,  and  the  attempt  on  two  veflels  which 
lay  under  their  proreQion*. 

•  ^ee  vol.  tv.  p.  333.  and  vol.  v.  p.  138. 

Captain 


,v  Google 


TjOZ  tl  VEI  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 

Captain  Barker'was  almoft  immediately  after,  on  thfe 
promotion  of  captain  Smith  Gallic  to  be  a  flag-officer,  ap- 
pointed to  fucceed  him  in  the  Culloden.  He  failed  in 
this  Ihip,  for  Guadaloupe,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1760,  and  continued  in  that  quarter  we  believe  during 
the  whole  remainder  of  the  war,  or  nearly  fo,du ring  which 
period  no  farther  mention,  far  as  we  have  been  able  ta 
iifcover,  is  made  of  him.  On  the  i8(hof  October,  1770, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white;  and 
again,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1775,  to  be  rear  of  (he  red. 
His  ialt  promotion  he  did  not  long  furvivc,  dying  on  the 
26th  of  January,  1776. 

BATSMAN,  The  Honourable  William,  —  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  William,  firft  lord  vifcount  Bateman,  and 
the  lady  Ann  Spencer,  only  daughter  of  Charles,  earl  of 
Sunderland;  by  his  fecond  wife  the  lady  Ann  Churchill, 
fecond  daughter  and  coheir  to  John,  duke  of  Marlborough. 
This  gentleman  was,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1745, 
appointed  captain  of  (he  Lys.,  He  was  captain  of  the  Rom- 
sey,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns,  a  veffel  reduced,  in  the  year 
1746,  from  a  fourth  rote  of  fifty  guns;  and  he  afterwards 
|ucceededcaptaiDThomasHanwayintheWindror,afourttt 
rate  of  fixty  guns.  On  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  in  17+8,, 
be  refigncd  his  rank  as  captain  in  the  navy.  Hewaschofea 
reprefentative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Gatton,ia 
Surry,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1752;  hut,  we  believe,  fat 
only  during  that  feffion.  On  the  17th  of  April,  1755,  he 
married  Mifs  Hedges,  of  Finchley  in  Middlefex,  and  in 
the  enfuing  year  was  appointed  extra-commif&onef  of  the 
navy.  This  poll  he  held  till  1 761,  when  he  was  advanced 
to  be  comptroller  of  the  ftore- keeper's  accounts,  an  office 
he  continued  to  retain  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which; 
happened  on  the  19th  of  June,  1783. 

BIRMINGHAM,  Honourable  John,— -was  the  fecond 
fon  of  Francis,  lord  of  Athunry,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, being  the  twenty-firft  who  held  the  rank  of  barOn, 
in  defcent  from  Pierce  de  Bermingham,  fummoned  10 
parliament,  by  the  title  already  ftated,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second.  His  mother  was  the  lady  Maty 
Nugent,  eldeft  daughter  to  Thomas,  etui  of  Weftineath.  • 
Being  bred  to  the  fea-fervice,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant 
of  the  Romney ;  from  which  he  was  afterwards  removed  ta 
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the  fame  ftation  on  board  the  Phoenix.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1 745  he  commanded  the  Falcon  iloop  of  war, 
in  which  he  captured,  in  the  month  of  February,  clofe  in 
with  Dunkirk,  a  French  privateer,  of  eight, guns,  called 
(he  Union ;  as  he  did  a  fecond,  of  the  fame  force,  in  the 
month  of  March.  On  the  14th  of  May  following  hn 
was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Qlafgow  frigate.  He 
died,  according  to  Mr.  Hardy's  account,  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1746 ;  but,  in  Archdale's  Irifh  Peerage„he  is  faid 
to  have  been  killed  fume  what  earlier,  in  an  engagement 
with  a  French  privateer.  This  aflertion  is  in  fome  de- 
gree .explained  by  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Newcafile,  dated  May  the  18th,  1745. 

"  His  majefty's  fhip  the  Faulcon,  the  Honourable 
John  Be rmingham  commander,  of  fourteen  fix- pounders, 
and  about  feventy  men,  fell  in  laft  Tuefday,  off" 
Flamborough  Head,  with  a  French  privateer  of  eigh, 
teen  nine-pounders,  fix  fix-pounders,  and  about  tw» 
hundred  men.  The  Faulcon  fought  her  feveral  glafl'cs, 
but  night  coming  on  they  both  lay  to,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing.renewed  the  engagement;  when  the  privateer,  having 
loft  a  great  many  men,  thought  proper  to  Iheer  off.  The 
Fox  man  of  war,  of  twenty  guns,  foon  after  falling  in 
with  the  Faulcon,  immediately  gave  chace  to  the  priva- 
teer, who  had  not  got  out  of  fight,  fo  that  we'  expect 
fhortiy  to  have  a  good  account  of  her.  The  captain. of 
the  Faulcon  had  his  leg  (hot  off  above  the  knee  in  the 
engagement ;  but  none  of  the  crew  were  killed,  and  only- 
two  hurt;" 

The  faft  probably  is,  that  he  was  promoted  to  the 
Glafgow  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  port,  -as  a  reward 
for  his  gallantry  on  the  preceding  occalion  ;  but  did  not 
long  furvive  the  wounds  he  fuftained  on  the  event  which 
caufed  his  well-defcrvcd  advancement- 

BLADWELL,  William',— was,  In  1743,  commander 
of  the  Swift  (loop  of  war;  but  no  farther  mention  is 
made  of  him  till  his  promotion,  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1745,  to  be  captain  of  the  Mercury  frigate.  He 
continued  in  the  fame  fhip  during  the  following  yeaj, 
and  was  employed  in  the  autumn  to  convoy  the  out- 
ward-bound Hamburg  trade,  which  is  the-  only  account 
on  which  we  find  any -notice  taken  of  him  during  the 
"  war.     Immediately  after  its  conclufion  he  Was  appointed 
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captain  of  the  Rofe,  a  twenty-gun  fhip,  one  of  the  fmall 
ibnadron  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  commodore 
Holbume,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  thither,  and 
caufingto  be  carried  into  execution  the  orders  of  the  king 
of  France,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  iflandsof  St.  Lucia, 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago.  The  leading 
events  of  this  expedition  having  been  already  given  *  we 
need  only  to  refer  the  reader  back,  for  the  only  mention 
we  find  made  of  captain  Biadwell  while  occupied  in  that 
fine  of  fcrvice.  We  find  no  mention  made  of  his  having 
held  any  naval  command  after  his  return,  fo  that  if  any, 
they  muft,  unfortunately  for  him,  have  been  of  an  un- 
confequential  nature.  In  1770  he  retired  on  the  rank  and 
half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  being  put  on  the  fuperannu- 
ated  lift.  This  honourable  proof  of  the  eftimation  in 
which  the  earlier  part  of  his  fervices  had  been  held,  he 
continued  to  enjoy  till  his  death,  which  happened  about  , 
the  year  ITSo,. 

BONFOY,  Hugh, — was  a  midfhipman  on  board.the 
Somerfet  in  1 739,  and  made  a  lieutenant  by  Mr.  Haddock. 
He  was  afterwards  promoted  in  England  to  the  command 
of  the  Ferret  floop,  previous  to  his  being,  on  April  12,1745, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate.  The  next 
fubfeauent  account  we  have  of  him  is,  that  in  the  very 
beginning  of  the  year  1748,  he  commanded  the  Augufta, 
of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  out  on  a  cruife 
under  rear-admiral  fir'Edward  Hawke.  In  the  month  of 
July  1749,  he  was  captain  of  the  Berwick,  a  guardihip 
of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  thofe  put  into  commiifinn 
immediately  after  the  peace  in  1748 ;  and  was  one  of  the 
members  compofing  the  court-martial  held,  on  board  the 
Invincible,  for  the  trial  of  the  piratical  mutineers  who  had 
attempted  to  carry  off  the  Chelrerfield,  ftf  forty  guns,  from 
the  cbaft  of  Guinea.  After  his  quitting  this  (hip  he  went 
a  voyage  to  Newfoundland  captain  of  the  Penfance,  a  fifth 
rate  of  forty-four  guns,  and  on  his  return  was  appoint- 
ed to  be  captain  of  the  'Dorfet,  the  yacht  ftationed 
to  attend  on  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland;  He  died  in 
Ireland,  holding  this  com  million,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1762 1.  ' 

«  See*oi.v.  p.  '35'.         *"  '  ~ 

t  He  left  a  daughter,  who  married  on  the  14th  of  September, 

*77ji  the  tail  of  Ety   of  UK  kingdom  of  Ireland". 

BUCKLE, 
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BUCKLE,  Matthew,  — was,  in  the  month  of  March 
1744,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Namur,  under  admiral 
Mathews,  then  commander-in-chief  on  the  Mediterranean 
Ration.  By  htm  he  was,  not  long  afterwards,  advanced 
to  the  command  of  the  Spence  Hoop  of  War :  he  was  from 
thence  promoted,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1745,  to  be  cap. 
tain  of  the  Ruflel,  of  eighty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  fin- 
ployed  in  the  fame  quarter.  He  continued  in  this  fhip 
a  confiderable  length  of  time;  and  in  the  month 
of  September,  1747,  rendered  himfelf  remarkable  by  ■ 
the  capture  of  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanilh  Ihip  of  war,  carry- 
ing _fe  vent  y- four  guns  and  upwards  of  feven  hundred  men, 
which  had  been  unfuccefsfully  engaged,  at  different  pre- 
ceding periods,  by  the  captains  Callis,  Crookfhanks, 
Erfkine*,  and,  laft,  by  captain  Hamilton,  who  perifhed 
in  the  fliott  encounter,  as.  will  be  feen  hereafter.  The 
difpute  failed  a  confiderable  time,  the  Spaniard  not  having 
furrendered  till  after  a  conteft  of  nearly  fix  hours,  in 
which  he  had  twenty-five  men  killed,  and'a  much  greater 
number  wounded,  an  obdinacy  of  refinance  which  tends 
much  to  lighten  any  fuppofed  neglect  or  impropriety  of 
behaviour  in  thofe  gentlemen,  who  had  with  lcfs  fucccfs 
previoufly  encountered  fo  formidable  an  opponent.  The 
number  of  the  Spaniards  Hill  furviving  after  their 
furrender  was  fo  great,  that  captain  Buckle  was  obliged 
to  put  a  confiderable  part  of  the  prifoners  on  board 
the  King  George,  and  Prince  Frederic,  two  (lout  priva- 
teers which  were  in  fight  during  the  action,  and  had  them- 
felves  jiift  before  engaged  the  Gloriofo  for  a  Ihort  time  i 
even  this  alMance  was  not  fufficient,  for  he  was  compel- 
led, fo  inferior  were  the  numbers  of  his  own  crew,  to  take; 
fixty  men  from  each  of  thofe  veffels  to  aflifl  in  guarding  the 
remainder  of  the  prifoners,  and  in  navigating  his  own  fhip 
together  with  the  prize  to  Lifuon,  where  ne  arrived  in 
fafety  with  her,  though  much  fhattered. 

We  have  no  other  intelligence  relative  to  this  gentle- 
man during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  In  the  month 
of  December  1749,  we  find  him  to  have  been  in  com  - 
million,  though  we  are  unacquainted  with  the  name  of 
the  fliip  he  commanded.     He  was  at  the  timejuft  men- 

*  See  pages  133.  150.  and  170, 
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tfoned,  one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court-martial 
leld,  on  board  the  Charlotte  yacht,  at  Deptford,  for  the 
trial  of  rear-admiral  Knowles.  In  1751  he  was  appointed 
commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron  ordered  out  to  the  coafl 
•f  Africa :  it  confifted  of  no  more  than  the  Affiftance,  his 
twn  ftiip;  the  St.  Albans,  captain  Byron;  and  Sphynx 
frigate,  captain  Wheeler.  He  found  at  Anamaboe  three 
French  lhips  of  war,  carrying  from  twenty-four  to  fixty- 
four  guns,  tampering  with  the  natives,  by  prefents  and 
large  promifes,  for  leave  to  ereft  a  fort  there,  in  defiance 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  a  fhort  time  before.  Mr. 
Suckle  remonftrated  very  warmly  againft  the  impropriety 
of  their  proceedings,  informing  them;  that  if  they  conti- 
nued to  perfevere  he  fhould  confider  it  a  breach,  and 
*epel  them  by  force.  The  French,  intimidated  at  a  con- 
duct fo  firm,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  fpirited,  thought 
proper  to  withdraw,  not,  however,  as  fome  hiftorians 
afTert,  till  they  had  promifed  the  natives  to  revifit  them  at 
3  fubfequent  period  in  greater  force.' 

In  the  month  of  April  17S5,  we  find  captain  Buckle  on 
the  Mediterranean  ftation1,  as  captain  of  the  Unicorn,  he 
having  at  that  time  tranfmitted  to  the  admiralty -board,  an 
account  of  fome  preparations  for  war  making  by  the 
French  at  Toulon, .who  were  then  actually. occupied  in 
•quipping  their  mips  in  that  harbour ;  and  had,  by  beat  of 
drum,  pnblifhed  an  order  at  Genoa,  as  well  as  other  neigh- 
bouring neutral  ports,  for  all  their  Tailors  10  repair  thither 
under  the  ufual  penalties.  We  have  no  farther  parti- 
cular intelligence  concerning  him  till  the  year  1757, 
when  he  commanded  the  Royal  George,  of  one  hundred 
guns,  one  of  the  (hips  employed  on  thcunfuccefsful  expe- 
dition againft  Rochfort.  He  was  one  of  the  captains 
ordered,  under  admiral  Broderick,  to  reconnoitre  and 
make  the  rteceffary  foundings  along  the  coaft,  which  is 
the  only  notice  taken  of  him  on  this  occafion.  Soon  after 
rjis  return,  he  removed  into  the  Namur,  of  ninety  guns, 
and  ferved  on  board  that  fbip,  in  1758,  as  captain  to  Mr. 
Bofrawen,  at  the  fiege  of  Louifburg.  He  continued  in 
the  Namur  till  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Bofcawen  in  1761, 
fervirrg  under  him,  as  his  captain,  during  filch  periods  as 
his  flag  was  flying  on  board  that  fhip.  In  1759 
he  was  prefent,  under  fir  Edward  Hawke,  at  the 
memorable  defeat  of  the  marquis  de  Conflans.  Ex- 
cept 
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cept  on  fitrh  occafions  -which  do  not  frequently  occur, 
he  could  not,  holding  fuch,  though  at  the  fame  time  fa 
high  and  honourable  a  command,  expert  any  opportunity 
of  diftingui  filing  himfeif.  During  a  confiderable  part  of 
thecnfuing  peace  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any 
connexion  with  the  public  fervice ;  but  a  rupture  with 
Spain  appearing  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 770  more 
than  probable,  and  a  confequent  promotion  of  flag-officers 
becoming  neceffary,  he  was,  on  the  [8th  of  October,  pro- 
moted to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  as  alfo,  on  the  24th 
of  the  fame  month,  to  the  fame  rank  in  the  red  fquadron* 
He  immediately  afterwards  hoi  ftedhisnagatPortfrnouth, 
being  ftationed  to  command  there  under  admiral  Geary, 
whom  he  accordingly  affifted  in  fuperin tending  the  arma- 
ment which  was  then  equipping  for  fea  with  the  utmoft 
expedition.  The  profpect  of  hostilities  fading  foon 
afterwards,  Mr.  Buckle  again  returned  to  ,his  former 
quietude  of  private  life.  The  next  particular  mention  we 
find  made  of  this  gentleman  is  his  promotion,  on  the  31ft 
'  of  March,  1775,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  On  the 
3d  of  February,  1776,  he  was  moreover  advanced  to  be 
vice-admiral  of  the  white.  On  the  29th  of  January, 
1 780,  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of  the  red  ;  and,  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1779,  admiral  of  the  blue,  which  was  the 
higheft  rank  he  ever  lived  to  attain  To.  Highly  refpefled 
and  revered,  whether  confidered  as  a  naval  commander  or 
a  private  gentleman,  he  died  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  178+, 
at  his  feat  at  Banftead,  in  Surry. 

BULLY,  William, — was,  in  the  month  of  November 
1744,  appointed  commander  of  the  Vulture  (loop  of  war, 
and,  in  the  month  of  May  following,  was  reduced  to  the 
very  difagreeable  neceflity  of  bringing  captain  Green,  of 
the  Lizard,  who  was  then  under  his  orders,  to  a  conn- 
martial  for  ^ difobedience,  in  not  properly  engaging  a 
French  privateer  they  fell  in  with.  The  charge  was  fully 
proved  :  captain  Green  was  fence  need  to  be  difmifTed  th* 
fervice,  and  imprifoned  one  year  in  the  Marlhalfea;  and 
Mr.  Bully  was,  on  account  of  the  great  propriety  of  his 
own  conduct,  promoted,  on  the  12th  of  July  enfuing,  to 
be  captain  of  theSheernefs*.     He  was  employed  during 

*  Some  account*  fay  be  wai  firft  appointed  10  the  Brjilgewatcr,  in 
•faith  fliip,  however,  he  continued  only  a  few  day). 
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the  remainder  of  the  year  as  a  cruifer  off  Dunkirk,  and 
that  contiguous  part  of  the  cod)  of  France,  for  the  p«r- 
pofc  of  preventing  the  paOage  of  any  fupplies,  or  reinforce- 
ments from  thence,  for  the  pretender's  parry  in  Scotland. 
He  was  extremely  aflive  in  this  fervice,  and  effected  no 
inconfiderable  blow  to  the  rebel  caufe  by  the  capture  of 
theSolei!,  a  large  French  private  fhip  of  war,  on  theaidof 
November.  This  veffel  had  failed  from  Dunkirk  on  the 
preceding  day,  bound  for  Montrofe,  having  on  board  the 
titular  earl  of  Derwentwater,  with  twenty  chofen  officers  - 
and  about  fixty  private  men.  Immediately  after  his  re- 
turn into  port  he  was  promoted  to  the  Ludlow  Cattle,  of 
forty-four  guns,  and  ordered  for.  the  cnaft  of  Africa, 
where  he  died  on  the  7th  of  October,  1 746- 

COSBY,  Henry. — This  gentleman  was,  in  the  month 
of  March,  ftxth  lieutenant  of  the  Namur,  at  that  time  the 
flag  fhip  of  admiral  Mathews.  After  this  time  we  have 
no  account  of  him  till  his  promotion,  on  the  26th  of 
Auguft,  1 745,  to  be  captain  of  the  Shoreham  frigate.    He 

rickly  afterward;  removed  into  the  Amazon;  -and 
ring  the  time  he  held  that  command,  was  unhappy 
enough,  if  (be  term  be  on  fuch  an  occafion  allowable,  to 
incur  the  cenfure  of  a  captain  Webb,  then  under  his 
command.  He  preferred  a>charge  againft  him  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  was  brought  to  a  court-martial,  the 
«cfult  of  which,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  charge  fo  in- 
conftftently  made,  will  be  well  explained  by  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Gofport,  dated  April  the  2d, 
1746. 

"  This  day  ended,  atXjofport,  the  court-martial,  held 
on  board  his  majefty's  fhip  the  St.  George,  commodore 
Griffin  prefident,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Cofby,  com- 
mander of  his  majefty's  fhip  Amazon,  on  a  charge  exhi- 
bited agamft  him  by  captain  Webb,  commander  of  his 
majefty's  floop  Jamaica,  for  lofing  two  opportunities  of 
looking  into  Bred  harbour,  and  for  cowardice  in  not  en- 
deavouring to  take  the  South-Sea  man,  lately  put 
into  Breft.  The  trial  lafted  two  days,  when  not  the  leaft 
part  of  the  charge  being  proved,  captain  Webb  received 
a  feve're  reprimand  and  was  mulcted  four  months  pay." 

No  other  material  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman 
during_the  continuance  of  the  war.     The  only  occafion 
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on  which  his  name  occurs  is,  that  in  1 747  he  was  captain 
•f  the  Diamond  frigate.  Early  in  the  year  1751  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Centaur,  of  twenty  guns)  in  which 
fhip,  being  not  long  afterwards  ordered  to  New  York,  ho 
died  there  on  the  \6th  of  October,  1753. 

DANIEL,  Lionel,— was,  on  the  28th  of  May*  1744, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Hampfhire  ;  but  is  not  again 
noticed  ttTl  the  year  1749,  when  he  was  eommiflioned  to 
the  Aflbrance.  He  was  foon  afterwards  order«d  to  Ja- 
maica in  that  fhip,  and  died  there  in  the  fame  command 
on  the  13th  of  November,  1752. 

DENIS,  Sir  Peter, — was  a  gentleman  of  French  ex- 
traction,  being  the  Ton  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jacob  Denis,  a 
Lutheran  miniiter.born  at  Rochefoucault  in  France,  from 
which  kingdom  he  was  compelled  to  fly  on  account  of 
the  general  and  grievous  perfecution  exercifed  againft  all 
perfons  of  his  perfuafion.  The  maiden  name  of  fir 
Peter's  mother  was  Martha  Leach ;  and  he  was  the  young- 
eft,  one  excepted,  of  twelve  children,  the  iftue  of  the 
marriage  above  alluded  to.  Havingbetaken  himfelfat  a  very 
early  age  to  a  naval  life,  we  find  him,  in  the  year  1739,  on 
board  theCenturibn, under  Mr. afterwards  lord  Anfon,  who 
promoted  him  to  be  the  third  lieutenant  of  that  fhip  in  the 
month  of  November  1 740,  on  the  advancement  of  lieute- 
nant Cheap  to  be  commander  of  the  Trial  (loop.  Hislord- 
fhip,  who,  during  the  many  perilous  adventures  and  dif- 
ficulties which  occurred  on  his  long  arduous  under- 
taking and  expedition,  mull  have  had  the  fulleft  opportu- 
nity of  obferving  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Denis  on  almoft 
every  poffible  oecafion  which  could  occur,  <  as  well  in  re- 
lation to  public  fervice  as  life  and  manners  of  a  privaM 
gentleman,  conceived  for  him  the  hjgheii  affection  and 
efteem;  an  impreflidn,  which  the  fubfeouent  conduit  and 
fpirited  generous  demeanour  of  his  pupil  never  caufed  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  to  diminifh. 

Mr.  Denis,  being  only  third  lieutenant  of  the  Centurion, 
heW  a  llation  too  (ubordmate  to  enaSle  him  to  diftinguim. 
him  (elf  To  publicly,  as  to  be  very  particularly  noticed  in  a 
relation  of  the  general  events  which  took  place  during  that 
period.  The  only  occafion  on  which  his  name  appears  is, 
as'Havmg  been,  on  November  5,  1 741,  d'fpatcneok>  by 
the  commodore,  as  commander  of  one  of  the  cutters,  with 
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fixteen  men  well  armed,  in  purfuit  of  a  Spanish  veueL 
which  a  calm  would  otherwise  have  preferved  from  cap- 
ture. This  trivial  event  took  place  off  the  high  land  of 
Baranca,  in  the  South  Seas.  After  a  very  fliort  purfuit 
Mr.  Denis  boarded  and  carried  his  prize  without  refin- 
ance, which  proved  to  be  a  velTel  bound  from  Guiaquil  to 
Callao,  with  a  cargo  of  confiderablc  value  in  that  country", 
though  of  little  importance  to  the  captors.  The  intelli- 
gence, however, derived  from  the  foregoing  fuccefs  caufed 
(he  attack  of  the  town  of  Paita  in  a  few  days  afterwards, 
the  molt  confequential  hoftile  event  which  happened 
during  the  voyage,  the  capture  of  the  Manilla  galleon 
excepted. 

On  February  9,  1745)  which  was  not  long  after  the 
return  of  the  Centurion  to  England,  Mr.  Denis  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  port  captain,  and  appointed  to  the 
Greyhound  frigate.  He  very  foon  afterwards,  for  a  fliort 
time,  commanded  the  Windfor,  of  fixty  guns,  by  order.  In 
this  £hip  we  find  him  employed,  towards  the  end  of  the 
Jear  1746,  as  a  cruifer,  an  occupation  in  which  he  was  by 
no  means  unfuccefsful.  On  03.  26,  he  recaptured,  after 
a  chace  of  fome  hours  continuance,  an  Englifl)  merchant- 
Slip,  called  the  Frere,  laden  with  fugar  from  Barbadoes, 
which  had  been  taken  by  a  French  privateer,  of  eighteen 
guns  and  two  hundred  men,  called  the  Bafques,  belonging 
to  Bayonne. 

The  very  next  day,  at  nine  o'clock  A.M.  he  faw  two 
fail  to  the  northward,  to  which  he  immediately  gave 
chace ;  and  in  the  enfuing  morning  fell  in  with  the  Leo- 
pard privateer,  of  twenty-two  guns  (nine- pounders)  and 
twenty-four  fwivels,  fitted  out  firft  with  three  hundred 
and  fixty-feven  men,  belonging  to  Bayonne.  The  enemy 
had  an  Englilh  merchant-lb. ip,  her  prize,  in  company. 
He  foon  came  up  with  the  merchant  lhip,  which  he  found 
to  be  the  Chelter,  from  St.  Kitts,  and  took  poflfeflion  of 
her :  he  then  chafed  the  Leopard,  which  he  captured 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  carried 
with  him  into  Kinfale.  Early  in  1747  he  commanded 
the  Kinfale  ;  but  not  long  'after  this  removed  into 
his  old  lhip  the  Centurion,  which  had  undergone  a  fuffi- 
cieru  repair,  but  was  reduced  down  to  a  fifty-gun  inip. 
In  this  command  he  ferved  under  admiral  Anion  at  the 
meroor- 
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memorable  defeat  of  the  French  fquadron  under  De  la 
Jonquiere.   ' 

He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  exceedingly  on  this  occafion, 
and  contributed  in  a  very  eminent  degree  to  the  fuccefs 
which  crowned  the  encounter,  having  been  the  firfl  who 
got  up  with  the  enemy's  rear  and  brought  their  flernmoft 
fliip  to  action,  though  two  of  the  moft  formidable  of  her 
Companions  bore  down  to  her  fupport,  and  the  Centurion, 
was  for  fome  little  time  obliged  to  maintain,  fingly,  this 
unequal  encounter  till  the  arrival  of  the  Namur,  Defiance, 
and  Windfor,  to  her  fuccour,  brought  on  a  general  action. ' 
Captain  Denis  was  chofen  by  the  admiral  to  be  the  bearer 
of  his  difpatches,  a  compliment  we  cannot  think  unde- 
ferved,  though  contrary  to  what  was  then  the  ufual  cuflom 
of  the  fervice. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  year  he  joined  the  fquadron 
under,  rear-admiral  Hawke,  but  not  till  after  the  defeat  of 
L'Etendiere.  In  the  month  of  December,  he  was  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth  for 
the  trial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent.  Captain  Denis 
failed  from  Plymouth,  with  fir  Edward  Hawke  and  his 
fquadron,  on  the  16th  of  January  entiling,  but  met  with. 
no  farther  particular  opportunity  of  diftingui  filing  himfelf 
during  the  ihort  remainder  of  the  then  exifting  war. 

Not  long  after  the  fettlement  of  the  peace,  that  is  to 
fay,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1750,  be  married  Mifs 
Pappet,  of  Si.  James's,  a  lady  nearly  related  10  the  very 
celebrated  Swifs  Heidigger,  who  afliyned  to  himfelf  the; 
title  of  funntendant  de  plaifir  d'Angleterre.  He  ac- 
quired by  this  marriage,  in  part  of  the  lady's  fortune,  an 
houfe  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  QueenVfquare,  leading 
into  Ormand-ftreet,  which  he  afterwards  fold  to  ihe  late 
Dr.  Campbell,  and  purchafed  in  1753,  of  William 
Turner,  efq.  a  feat  in  Kent,  called  Valence,  pleafantly 
iituated  near  Wefterham.  In  1766  he  difpofedof  that  to 
William  Gwinn,  efq.  who  again  fold  it  tp  the  earl  of 
Hilllborough,  from  wnom  alfo  it  has  fince  been  alienated 
by  fale. 

In  ihe  parliament  which  met  at  Weftminfter  for  the 

difpatch  of  bufinefs,  on  the  31ft  of  May,  T754,  captain 

Denis  was,   through  the  intereft  of  his  firm  patron  and 

friend,  lord  Anfon,  cbofen  one  of  the  rep  re  fen  tat  Ives  fi>r 
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the  borough  of  Heydon,  in  Yorkfhire.  In  the  month  of 
March,  1755,  great  preparations  being  then  making  for  a 
rupture  almoft  daily  apprehended  with  France,  he  was 
appointed  lo  the  Med  way,  of  fixty  guns ;  but  does  not 
appear  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  to  have  been 
engaged  in  any  very  memorable  fervice.  He  retained  th« 
fame  command  during  the  enfuing  year,  but  was  not 
otherwife  employed  than  in  occafional  cruifes.  In  the 
months  of  December  and  January  fucceeding,  he  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  at  Portsmouth 
for  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  was  not 
long  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Namnr,  of  ninety  guns; 
tine  of  the  fleet  employed  in  the  month  of  September, 
under  fir  Edward  Hawke,  on  the  unfuccefsful  expedition 
againft  Rochfort ;  and  was  one  of  the  officers  mentioned 
as  ordered  under  Mr.  Broderick,  to  reconnoitere  and  found 
the  adjacent  COaft. 

Early  in  1758  he  was  appointed  to  the  Dorfetfhire,  a 
new  fhip  of  feventy  guns,  and  was  ordered  out  on  a  cruife 
as  one  of  a  fmall  fquadron  put  under  the  orders  of  captain 
Pratten.  On  April  29,  he  gained  to  himfelf  the  great eft 
honour,  in  the  attack  and  capture  of  the  Raifonable,  a 
French  fhip  of  fixty-four  guns  ;  the  particulars  of  which 
very  fpirited  encounter  are  inferred  beneath*.  During 
the  year  1759,  (till  retaining  the  fame  command,  he  ferved 
under  fir  Edward  Hawke  in  the  Channel  fleet,  and  was 


■  *  About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  captain  Prallen  Teeing  i 
fail  to  the  S.  W.  made  a  lignal  for  the  Dorfeifhire,  of  fevenry  guns, 
and  five  hundred  and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  captain  Denis,  to 
give  chafe;  but  foon  after,  obferving  the  chafe  to  be  1  large  one,  he 
ilfo  difpatched  the  Achilles,  of  fixty  gum,  commanded  by  (be  Hon. 
captain  Barrington,  after  her ;  and  then  followed  them  with  the  reft  of 
the  fquadron.  About  feven  o'clock  the  Dorfcithire  came  up  with 
ihe  chafe,  which  proved  to  be  the  Raifonable,  a  French  fhip  of  war, 
of  fixty-four  guns  and  fix  hundred  and  thirty  men.  Captain  Denis 
began  to  engage  her  very  clofely  ;  the  atlton  continued  till  about 
nine  o'clock,  when  the  enemy's  (hip,  commanded  by  the  prince 
dc  Mombazon,  .chevalier  de  Rohan,  flruck,  having  fuffered  greatly 
in  her  hull ;  fixty-one  men  were  killed,  and  one  hundred  wounded. 
She  was  going  from  L 'Orient  to'Breft,  a  new  fhip  not  above  four 
or  five  months  off  the  flocks.  The  Dorfetfhire's  mails,  yard,  and 
fails  were  grcaily  fluttered :  Die  bad  fifteen  men  killed  and  twenty- 
one  wounded  in  the  aclion, 

■    "    a  one 
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one  of  thole  captains  Who  particularly  dfftingnilhed  them- 
selves in  the  memorable  difcomfiture  of  the  marquis  de 
Conflans.  He  is  {rated  in  a  private  account,  given  by  a 
perfon  of  intelligence  and  reraciiy  then  on  board  one  of 
the  ihips,  to  have  had  the  higheft  encomiums  beftowed 
on  him  perfonally  by  rhe  commander-in-chief,  who,  in  the 
warmth  of  his  gratitude,  is  faid  to  have  told  him,  in  con- 
junction with  captain  Spcke  of  the  Refolution,  that  they 
had  behaved  like  angels. 

The  ftorm  which  immediately  fucceeded  the  encounter 
was  fo  violent  as  to  compel  the  Dorfetihire,  and  fome other 
fhips,  to  put  to  fea:  they  were,  however,  fortunate 
enough  to  effect  their  return  on  the  enfuing  day  wiihout 
having  received  any  damage.  In  the  month  of  March 
1760,  he  removed  into  the  Thunderer;  but  having  quitted 
that  ftiip  in  the  enfuing  year,  had  no  farther  opportunity 
of  particularly  diftinguiming  himfelf  during  the  remainder 
of  the  war.  In  the  new  parliament  which  met  on  the  3d 
of  November,  1761,  he  was,  under  the  fame  intereft  as 
on  the  preceding  occafion,  re-ele«3ed  reprefentative  for 
Heydon.  In  the  month  of  Auguft  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Charlotte  yacht,  then  new  named j  on  board  which 
vetTel  his  friend,  lord  Anfoti,  hoifted  his  flag,  for  the 
purpofeof  conveying  to  England  her  highnefs,  the  princeft 
Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg,  now  queen  of  Great  Britain. 
He  received  her  majefty  at  Stade  on  the  28th  of  Augnft, 
and  landed  her  at  Harwich,  after  a  very  tempeftuous  and 
tbfagreeablc  paiTage,  on  the  7th  of  September. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1763"  he  was  again  fent  to 
Germany  in  the  Charlotte  yacht,  on  an  errand  aim  oft 
fimilar,  that  of  bringing  to  England  the  prince  of  Brurif- 
wick,  betrothed  to  her  highnefs  the  princefs  Augufta.  On 
the  29th  of  December,  1765,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  his  laily ;  and  the  next  particular  mention  we  find 
-  made  of  him  is,  his  advancement  to  the  rank  of  baronet 
on  the  19th  of  September,  1767.  On  the  3d  of  No- 
vember following  he  bore  the  train  of  the  duke  ot  Grafton, 
his  grace  then  walking  as  chief  mourner  at  the  funeral  of  , 
his  royal  highnefs  the duke  of  York.  Sspeter  continued 
to  retain  the  command  of  the  Charlotte  yacht  till  the  18th 
of  October,  1770,  when,  on  *  promotion  of  flag- officers, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  -blue ;  as  he 
A  a  3  more- 
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moreover  was,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  white.  Not  long  afterwards  he  was  farther 
advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  and,  for  a  fiSort 
time,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1771,  held  the 
command  in  the  Med  way. 

In  the  month  of  June  he  was  appointed  commander- 
in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean  as  fucceflbr  to  commodore 
Proby,  who  was  made  comptroller  of  the  navy  victualling 
accounts:  and  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  being  then  at 
Portfmouth,  received  the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  on  board  the 
Venus,  his  royal  highnefs  being  then  about  to  proceed  to 
Lifbon  and  the  Mediterranean  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health. 

During  the  time  fir  Peter  held  the  Mediterranean  com- 
.mand  he  had  his  flag  on  board  the  Trident :  but  his  life  dur- 
ing this  period  being  totally  undiverfified  by  any  event  out 
of  the  common  routine'of  a-peaceable  command,  we,  have 
not  any  thing  farther  to  add.  After  his  return  to  England  he 
never  re-hoifted  his  flag,  fo.that  we  have  no  particulars 
concerning  him  worth  communicating,  except  that,  on 
31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice- admiral 
of  the  blue ;  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be  vice  of 
the  white ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1777,  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red.  Sir  Peter  died  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1778,  not  having  lived  to  attain  any  fnperior  rank  or  com- 
mand*.    Leaving  no  children,  his  title  became  extinct. 

As  a  private  gentleman  he  was  poflelted  of  the  tnieft 
benevolence,  having  been  ever  ready  to  aflift  the  diftrefled 
during  his  life.  At  his  deceafe  he  bequeathed  the  turn  of 
23, cool,  after  the  death  of  his  lifter,  to  the  corporation  of 
the  Sons  pf  the  Clergy,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  neceflitous 
orphans  and  widows  dependant  on  that  charitable  institu- 
tion. Confidered  merely  as  a  naval  commander,  few 
have  acquired  greater  honour,  and,  allowing  for  the  op- 
portunities he  met  with,  none.  Thus  entitled  to  our 
praife,  our  love,  and  our  veneration,  we  can  only  lament 
that  Providence  was  not  more  munificent  in  affording 

"  *  Mr.  Charles  Brnis,  author  of  fome  ingenious  poetical  Fablei, 
«u  hit  brother.  The  armi  of  the  family  arc,  Argent,  a  Chevron 
•ngrailed,  between  three  FleuM-de-lia  Gulfs." — 

Gems.  Mag.  An.  1778.  . 
him 
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him  more  frequent  occafions  of  difplaying  thofc  qualities 
■which  have  fo  juftly  excited  them. 

DURELL,  George, — was  advanced,  by  admiral  Ma- 
thews, from  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in  which  Ration  he 
had  remained  two  years,  to  be  commander  of  the  Dragon's 
Prize  ztbeck  :  he  moreover  was,  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Liverpool  frigate, 
which  is  the  next  occafion  on  which  his  name  occurs.  We 
have  fome  reafon  to  believe  he  afterwards  commanded  the 
Eltham;  but  this  is  a  point,  though  in  Jtfclf  extremely 
trivial,  concerning  which  wc  have  not  been  able  toarrive  at 
any  degree  of  certainty,  owing  to  the  circumftance  we  have 
already  had  occafion  to  obferve  on,  that  there  were  at  this 
time  three  gentlemen  holding  the  fame  rank  in  the  navy, 
and  of  the  fame  name*.  No  other  information  con- 
cerning him  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  except  that  he 
died  in  England  on  the  15th  of  May,  1754,  not  at  that 
time,  as  we  imagine,  holding  any  command. 

DYVE,  Henry, — was,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1745, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Winchelfea  frigate.  Few  men 
have  patTed  through  the  fervice  lefs  noticed,  a  circumftance 
imputable,  in  many  inilances  as  well  as  the  prefent,  to 
misfortune,  and  not  the  want  of  perfonal  merit."  No 
fubfeqtient  account  relative  to  this  gentleman  has  come  to 
our  knowledge  till  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  war  which 
commenced  in  1 756,  he  was  then  employed  as  a  regulating 
captain  on  the  imprefs  fervice.  In  1771  he  was  put  on 
the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 
rear-admiral,  and  died  about  the  year  1779. 

FAWLER,  John, — early  in  the  year  1745  commanded 
the  Deptford  ftorefhip;  from  which  he  was,nn  December  2d, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Sterling  Cattle,  and  is  in 
the  fame  unnoticed  predicament  with  the  gentleman  laft- 
mentioned.  We  do  not  find  any  pofitive  information  of 
having  held  any  dibfequent  command  ;  during  a  confut- 
able part  of  the  time,  indeed,  we  know  him  to  have  lived 
in  retirement  with  refpeel  to  the  fervice.  He  died  at 
Maidftone,  in  Kent,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1766. 

FERMOR,  The  Honourable  William,  —  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  Thomas,  firft  earl  of  Pomfret,  and  Henri- 

■*  Capuini  John,  Philip,  Mid  tha  officer  of  whom  wc  now  fpcak. 
A  a. 4  etta 
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etta  Louifa,  daughter  and  fole  heir  to  John  lord  Jeffreys, 
baron  of  Wem,  by  lady  Charlotte  Herbert,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Philip,  earl  of  Pembroke   and    Montgomery. 

Having  palled  progreflively  through  the  different  inferior 
ranks  of  midlhipman.  lieutenant,  and  commander,  he  was, 
on  the  12th  of  January,  17451  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Nightingale  frigate:  at  the  latter  end  of  the  yar 
1746  he  was  appointed  to  the  Experiment,  a  veffel  of 
the  fame  defcription,  Rationed  as  a  cruifer  off  the  coaft 
of  Scotland.  He  afterwards  returned  to  the  Nightingale, 
and  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean.  He  died,  accord- 
ing to  Collins,  in  the  year  1749,  but,  by  Mr.  Hardy's 
account,  not  till  1758;  and,  toufe  the  precife  words  of  the 
latter',  "  at  fea,  coming  from  Lifton,  In  amercha"nt-fhip.\ 

FINCHER,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1745,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  commander  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Pembroke,  a  iixty-gun  (hip.  Ho  continued  to , 
ferve  in  the  fame  ftation  (hiring  the  too  fhort  remainder  of 
his  life,  a  life  which,  as  will  be  prefently  fcen,  ended  tragi- 
cally to  himfelf  and  a  conficierable  number  of  the  unhappy 
perfbns  under  his  command.  The  firft  particular  notice 
we  find  taken  of  him  is  in'the  month  of  May  1747,  the 
Pembroke  being  at  that  time  one  of  the  fleet  under  the 
orders  of  vice-admiral  Anfon  which  totally  defeated  and 
captured  the  French  fquadron  under  M.  de  la  Jonquierc. 
In  the  month  of  November  following  he  was  ordered  for 
the  Eaft  Indies  as  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  thither  under 
the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Bofcawen.  He  appears  to  have . 
been  very  actively  employed  in  the  different  unfuccefsful 
attacks  on  the  ifland  of  Mauritius  and  the  town  of  Pon- 
riicherry.  The  latter  failure  he  did  not  long  furvive: 
the  circum fiances  productive  of  his  melancholy  end  are 
officially  related  in  the  followingconcife  manner,  ' 

"  His  Majefty's  (hip  Pembroke,  of  fixty  guns,  (Iruck 
on  Colderoon  point  and  overfet.  Having  parted  her 
cable  the  13th  April,  1749,  at  fix  P.  M.  the  made  fallout 
of  fort  St.  David  road,  but  could  not  clear  the  point. 
Twelve  men  only  were  fayed  :  captain  Fincher  and  about 
three  hundred  and  thirty  men  were  drowned,  and  all  the 
officers,  except  a  captain  of  marines  *." 

FORBES, 

•  The  following  very  particular  account  of  thii  difafter,  m  related 
by  Mr.  Cambridge,  the  nailer,  who  was  one  of  tbe  fortunate  furvi- 
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FORBES,  Hugh, — is  to  be  mentioned  only  as  having  ' 

been,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1745,  appointed  captain  of  the 

Phoenix 

von,  will  certainly  be  deemed  not  uuimerefting,  at  lead  by  all  naval 

"  About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  blew  freftt,  the  wind  at 
N-  E.  by  E.  and  a  great  Tea  began  to  come  in :  we  iben  having  a 
Cable  out,  (he  captain  ordered  half  a  cable  more  10  be  veered,  away. 
At  one  in  the  afternoon  it  Mew  very  hard,  the  wind  at  N.  E.  H« 
majefty's  (hip  Namur  lying  about  a  cable's  length  within  us,  and 
abaft  our  beam,  1  went  to  the  captain,  as  did  likewife  the  lieutenant*, 
and  defired  him  to  go  to  fea.  He  replied,  "  He  could  not  anlwer  to 
go  to  fea,  unlets  the  Namur  did"  (on  board  which  rear-ad  mini  Bof- 
cawen's  flag  wu  (lying)  but  ordered  all  our  ports  to  be  barred  in  and 
well  fecurcd. 

"  At  three  o'clock  1  went  to  the  captain,  who  wai  lick  and  in  his 
cabin,  and  again  defired  him  to  go  (o  Tea.  He  Teemed  angry,  andfatd 
"  He  could  not^giving  the  fame  realbn  asabove;"  nor  would  he  fuller 
any  more  cable  to  be  veered  away,  at  the  fame  time  the  (hip  rode 
hard,  Drained  much,  and  made  water. 

"  At  five,  the  fea  increafing,  our  cable  parted,  and. we  call  our 
head  off  to  the  fea,  otherwife  we  fhould  have  fallen  on  board  the 
Namur.  We  immediately  fet  the  fore-fail  and  mizen,  got  on  board 
(be  main  tack,  and  fet  our  main-fail,  fore  and  mizen  [lay-fail,;  at 
ihe  fame  time  Tome  of  our  people  were. employed  in  heaving  in  the 
cable,  for  the  captain  would  not  have  it  cur.  This  took  up  fome 
time :  it  blew  fo  vary  hard  that  the  ffiip  would  nut  bear  any  mors 
fail. 

"  At  fin,  there  being  a  great  head  fea,  we  made  very  little  war, 
and  were  obliged  to  fet  both  pumps  to  work.  At  half  pall  fiVoui 
main-fail  lplit  in  pieces:  we  got  down  the  yard  in  order  to  be  ml  a' 
new  fail ;  but  it  blowing  hard,  the  (hip  laid  down  To  much  wo 
could  not  get  the  fail  to  the  yard.  A<  eight  the  carpenter  lent  word!  ' 
to  the  captain,  that  the  fhip  gained  upon  them  much ;  four  feet  water 
being  in  her  hold.  At  half  pail  eigbi  our  tiller  broke  fbort  off  at  the- 
rudder  head;  and  we  likewife  found  one  of  the  rudder  chain,  broke} 
the  fails  we  bad  now  fet  were  our  fore-fail,  mizen  and  fore  ftiy-fails. 
The  fea  made  a  free  paffage  over  us;  and  the  fhip  being  water- 
logged we  hawled  up  our  fore-fail  to  eafc  her,  but  enpe&ed  to  go 
down  every  minute.  In  bawling  down  our  fore  Hay-fail  it  fplit;  and 
as  I  looked  aft  from  the  forecalUi-  I  faw  the  main  and  mizeu-mafli 
gone,  but  never  heard  them  go.  By  this  time  (he  fhip  righted  much, 
and  in  about  liven  minutes  the  fore-mall  went  by  the  board,  but  the 
bowfprit  held  faft;  our  pumps  continually  working.  The  third  lieu- 
tenant, being  on  the  quarter  deck,  fern  forward  10  me  to  clear  and  let 
go  the  fmall  bower  anchor,  which  was  i m mediately  done.  We  found 
the  [hip  drive  to  IWe  very  faft.  At  half  pjft  ten  we  had  eight  feet  water 
in  the  Uiips  hold  ;  and  kept  all  the  uumpi  working.  About  eleven 
o'clock  we  found  tkc  fhip  iettle,  the  depth  of  water  twelve  or  fourteen 
fathoms  * 
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Phtrnix  frigate,  and  as  having,  on  the  18th  of  Augufr, 

1750,   died  at  Mahon  commander,  on  that  flalion,   of 

fome 

fathoms.  The  anchor  then  brought  the  (hip  up,  but  the  cable  parted 
in  >  few  minutes  ;  then  we  let  the  (beet  anchor  go,  which  waa  all  we 
had.  The  fea  now  making  a  free  palfape  over  us  again,  broke 
and  tore  away  our  boats  and  booms.  The  Iheet  cable  tore  out  with 
fireh  violence  that  no  man  could  venture  near  it,  till  the  eleneb 
brought  up  the  (hip  :  but  the  fea  came  with  fuch  force,  and  (o  very 
fctgh,  that  in  the  hollow  of  the  fea  the  Ihip  flruck,  and  the  cable  im- 
mediately parted.  It  was  now  near  twelve  o'clock ;  the  Ihip  flruck 
fore  and  aft,  but  abaft  very  hard.  The  third  lieutenant  was  near  me 
when  the  ihip  firil  flruck,  but  I  faw  no  more  of  him  afterwards.  1 
kept  the  forecaflle,  accompanied  by  the  boatfwain,  cook,  and  about 
eight  men  more.  I  got  my  fcl  flatted  to  the  bins  before  the  Ihip  took 
bee),  bat  Ihifted  my  I  elf  over  to  windward  when  (he  began  to  heel, 
and  lamed  myfclf  as  before,  the  fea  continually  beating  over  us. 
.  About  two  I  faw  the  captain's  cabin  wafted  away,  and  the  Ihip  almoft 
on  her  broadfide.  When  day-light  came  we  were  fixteen  men  on  the 
forccaflle,  and  four  hanging  abaft  to  the  timber  heads ;  but  three  of 
the  lad  got  on  a  piece  of  the  wreck  which  was  loofe,  and  drove  away  ; 
the  other  was  drowned  :  all  this  time  the  Tea  came  over  us  in  a  dread- 
ful manner,  fo  (hat  we  could  fcarcetake  breath.  About  eight  o'clock 
nine  men  were  warned  off  the  forccaflle.  We  could  now  fee  the 
tiers  albore  between  the  feat.  About  nine  o'clock  the  boatfwain  and 
cook  were  walbed  away  from  each  fide  of  me ;  then  I  removed  to  the 
cathead,  ai  did  another  man  alfo.  About  ten  o'clock  all  our  men 
Were  wafted  away,  except  thofc  who  were  lalhed  to  the  cat. head.  We 
judged  we  were  near  two  miles  off  the  (bore :  we  continued  there  all 
ihe  day,  tbe  fea  beating  over  us  continually,  fo  that  we  had  little  time 
to  fetch  breath,  or  fpeak  to  one  another.  At  noon  we  found  the  fea 
to  come  every  way  upon  us,  and  could  perceive  the  wind  was  Shifted, 
which  was  the  caufe  thereof.  This  part  of  tbe  wreck  kept  fair,  but 
night  coming  on  we  had  a  difmal  profpeS  before  us,  having  no  hopes 
of  relief.  About  midnight  the  fea  abated,  fo  that  we  eonld  fpeak  to 
one  another  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  minutes  together;  hut  I 
found  myfelf  fo  weak,  having  been  lick  ever  fince  we  arrived  in  tbe 
Country,  that  when  the  fea  wauled  me  on  one  fide  in  my  laihing,  I 
was  not  able  to  help  myfelf  up,  but  was  obliged  10  get  my  companion 
toaflift  rue.  At  day -tight  I  found  myfclf  much  weaker  and  very 
trinity.  The  fea  at  this  time  came  over  us  once  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  We  found  the  wreck  much  nearer  the  ftore  than  yeflcrday. 
About  noon  we  found  the  fea  much  abated,  fo  that  it  feldom  came 
over  ui,  and  the  weather  began  to  be  fine ;  but  1  found  myfelf  very 
faint.  About  two  or  three  o'clock  we  faw  two  paddy-boats  coming 
•Jong  (hore  about  a  mile  without  us ;  we  fpread  abroad  a  handker- 
chief, which  I  had  about  my  neck,  that  the  boats  might  fee  us.  One 
of  them  Teemed  to  edge  towards  us  for  fome  minutes,  butliawlrd  off 
again:  we  then  faw  fevcral' catamarans  near  the  Store,  which  we1 
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fome  fhip,  the  name  of  which  is  not  mentioned.  A  fall 
from  his  horfe  is  given  as  the  immediatecaufe  of  his 
deceafe. 

FORREST, 

judged  to  be  filhin^.  Wc  fprcad  abroad  ihc  handkerchief  again,  but 
none  of  ihem  approached  at,  Soon  after,  we  faw  fevcral  people  ga- 
ther together  afliore  :  the  fun  began  to  grow  low,  fa  that  we  judged 
it  to  be  about  five  o'clock.  At  tall  we  Taw  two  of  the  catamaran* 
above-mentioned  coming  towards  us,  with  three  black  men  on  each. 
They  took  us  off  the  wreck  and  earned  us  oil  (here-  As  loon  as  we 
were  landed  wc  found  ouiTelves  furrounded  by  about  three  hundred 
aimed  men.  My  companion  told  me  we  were  fallen  into  the  hand* 
gf  the  Mahrait^s,  who  were  at  this  time  in  arms  aa-infl  the  Enghfh. 
They  ordered  us  to  come  off  the  catamarans.  I  (trove  10  rif-.  but 
found  myfelf  fo  wenk,  and  my  leg*  fo  terribly  bru;i>d,  that  1  could 
not  get  up;  upon  which  fome  of  them  came  and  lilted  me  afF,  and 
laid  me  upon  (he  (and,  for  I  could  not  Hand.  I  made  a  lijjnal  to 
them  that  I  wanted  fome  water  to  drink ,  hut  they  gave  me  none,  and 
only  laughed  at  our  condition.  Their  commander  ordered  fome  of 
them  to  flrip  us,  which  they  did  quite  naked  As  I  was  no'  able  tc. 
walk  they  led  us  part  of  the  way  10  Davecotta  (a  fort  belonging  to 
tliem)  and  there  put  us  into  a  canoe,  and  carried  us  up -a  river  to  the 
foil  walls.  About  ten  this  night  they  put  us  within  the  walls  and 
laid  us  on  the  ground,  where  we  had  nothing  to  cover  us  hut  the  hea- 
vens :  and  about  eleven  brought  us  a  little  rice  with  fome  water. 
Great  numbers  of  people  gathered  round  us,  laughing  at  us,  and  cx- 
prelGng  great  contempt  anduerifion. 

"  The  country  people  flocked  daily  to  the  fort  to  fee  us,  but  none 
of  them  (hewed  us  the  leaft  pity  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  laughed  at 
and  threatened  us  with  death.  Our  lodging  place  was  between  the 
gate-ways,  and  when  we  had  been  there  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  they 
carried  us  into  the  country.  Though  my  legs  wete  much  better,  vet 
fltll  I  could  not  walk;  and  my  companion  was  extremely  weak,  which 
I  believe  was  owing  to  our  want  of  more  vicluals  :  fo  they  put  u* 
into  dooleys,  or  cradles,  fattened  together  with  ropes,  which  they  got 
from  the  wreck.  About  four  o'clock,  on  the  15th  day,  they  earned 
us  about  twelve  miles  to  their  kins,  who  was  encamped  againf!  our 
company's  troops.  The  king  was  aelirout  we  fhould  enter  into  their 
fervice,  but  we  told  him  (hy  the  interpreters,  who  were  three  Dutch- 
men) that  we  could  not  confent  to  it:  with  that  ihey  travelled  ui  till 
we  came  to  a  fort,  and  were  immediately  put  into  a  dungeon.    There 

deferter  from  the  India  company's  troops. 

"  In  about  three  week's  time  my  legs  were  almol)  well,  fo  that  I 
was  able  to  walk.  Wc  now  began  to  entertain  fome  hopes  of  making 
our  efcapc,  and  taking  in  opportunity,  I  with  fome  difficulty  got  bight 
enough  upon  the  wall  to  look  over  it,  and  found  it  was  very  high 
furrounded  with  a  wide  mote,  or  ditch  ;  but  (here  wis  a  path  between 
tht  wait  and  the  ditch,  fo  that  we  might  choofe  our  place  to  fwim 
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FORREST,  Arthur.— This  gentleman  was,  in  thfc 
year  1741,  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  fliips  compofing  the 
armament,  under  Mr.  Vernon,  fenton  the  unfuccefsful 
expedition  again  ft  Carthagena.  He  very  eminently 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  under  the  captains  Bofcawen, 
Watlon,  and  Co,tes,  at  the  attack  of  the  Barradera  battery, 
having  been  among  the  foremoft  who  entered  the  enemy's 
work  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  Teamen.  He  does  not, 
however,  appear  to  have  received  that  reward  his  intrepi- 
dity may  Teem  to  have  julily  merited,  for  he  was  not  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  pott-captain  till  the  9th  of  March, 
1745,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  to  the  Wager.  In 
1746  he  was  employed  in  this  (hip  on  the  Jamaica  {ration, 
where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  very  large 
Spanifh  privateer,  carrying  thirty-fix  guns  and  upwards  of 
two  hundred  men,  Which  had  done  confiderable  mifchief, 


over,  if  it  proved  deep.  We  got,  at  feveral  times,  fome  flrands  of 
-rope  off  the  doolcys  which  they  had  carried  us  in,  as  they  happened 
to  be  kfi  within  the  bounds  of  our  liberty ;  and  in  a  few  days  got 
fo  many  pieces,  as,  when  knotted  together,  made  (even  Faihom  and  ad 
half,  After  fomc  confutation  we  refolved  to  undermine  the  foun- 
dation of  the  dungeon,  at  the  farrheii  part  from  the  guards,  -and  on 
ihe  a;ih  of  May  began  to  work.  On  the  lit  of  June  we  came  10  the 
foundation,  being  lis  feet  deep,  and  the  wall  thirty  inches  through; 
In  two  days  time  we  had  worked  upwards,  on  the  other  fide,  fo  far, 
that  the  li°ht  began  to  appear  through  the  fuiface,  To  that  we  let  every 
ihing  remain  till  night.  At  feven,  it  beginning  to  grow  dark,  they 
put  us  into  the  dungeon  as  ufual,  and  foort  after  we  worked  Ourfelvel 
quite  out.  Without  being  di  (covered  wc  got  over  the  wall  by  the 
help  of  our  rope,  and  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  had  eroded  the 
mote,  though  very  deep  and  wide.  We  travelled  all  night,  we 
judged  ahout  flxtcen  miles,  and  in  the  day  time  hid  ourfelvcs  among 
the  hufhes.  The  f'econd  night  we  travelled,  as  before,  to  the  S.  E. 
and  day  coming  on  we  concealed  ourfclxes  among  Pome  rufhes.  About 
three  in  the  afternoon  we  were  difcouered,  which  obliged  us  logo  on, 
but  we  were  not  molefted.  We  proceeded  till  about  midnight;  and 
next  day,  about  ten. o'clock  met  a  coolcy,  who  told  us  he  would 
{hew  us  to  Caiaka).  About  noon  we  arrived  (here,  and  were  receiv- 
ed with  great  humanity;  but  my  fever  was  not  at  all  abated.  The 
next  morning  the  governor  fent  to  Mr.  Bofcawen  to  let  him  know 
we  were  there;  and,  by  the  return  of  the  mcfienger,  the  admiral  de- 
fired  we  might  he  furntfhed  with  what  money  we  wanted.  In  twelve 
days  we  found  ourfelves  well  recovered,  and  went  to  Trineabar,  a 
place  belonging  to  the  Banes,  where  we  flayed  three  days,  and  then 
jot  a  pafiage  to  Fort  St.  David's." 
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in  the  Windward  Paffage,  to  the  Britifh  commerce,  and 
had  alfo  a  very  ffiort  time  betore  captured  the  Blaft  bomb- 
ketch.  We  find  no  mention  made  of  him  after  this  time 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1755,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Rye-  He  was,  in  a  ihort  time,  promoted  to 
the  Augufta  and  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  in 
the  month  of  October,  1757,  he  had  a  very  memorable 
opportunity  of  diftinguifliing  himfelf.  This  he  very  laud- 
ably feized,  and,  by  exertions  hardly  to  be  exceeded,  ac- 
quired, i  n  conjunction  with  the  captains  who  fcrved  under 
him,thehigheft  renown.  The  particulars  of  this  encounter 
.are  thus  officially  related  by  rear-admiral  Cotes,  in  his 
public  letter,  written  in  Port  Royal  harbour  on  the  9th  of 
November  following,  and  which  is  nearly  an  exact  copy 
of  captain  Forreft's  own  report  to  Mr.  Cotes. 

"  On  the  25th  of  laft  month  captain  Forreft,  in  the 
Augufta,  with  the  Dreadnought  and  Edinburgh  under  hi* 
command,  returned  from  the  cruize  off  Cape  Francois; 
on  the  31ft,  they  fell  in  with  feven  French  (hips  of  war^ 
At  feven  in  the  morning  the  Dreadnought  made  the  fignal 
for  feeing  the  enemy's  fleet  coming  out  of  Cape  Francois, 
and  at  noon  difcovered  with  certainty  they  were  four  (hips  of 
the  line  and  three  large  frigates.  Captain  Forreft  then 
made  the  fignal  for  the  captains,  Suckling  and  Langdon, 
who  agreed  with  him  to  engage  them  ;  accordingly  their 
all  bore  down  ;  and  about  twenty  minutes  after  three  the 
action  began  with  great  brifknefs  on  born  fides.  It  con- 
tinued for  two  hours  and  an  half,  when  the  French  com- 
modore making  a  fignal,  one  of  the  frigates  immedi- 
ately came  to  tow  him  out  of  the  line,  and  the  reft  of  the 
French  mips  followed  him.  Our  (hips  had  fuffered  fo 
much  in  their  inafts,  fails  and  rigging,  that  they  were  in  no 
condition  to  purfue  them.  Both  officers  and  feamen  be- 
haved with  the  greateft  refolution  the  whole  time  of  the 
action,  and  were  unhappy  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  that 
the  (hips  were  not  in  a  condition  (o  follow  the  French, 
who  had  frigates  to  tow  vhem  off.  The  French  on  this 
occafion  bad  put  on  board  the  Sceptre  her  full  comple- 
ment of  guns,  either  from  the  more  or  out  of  the  lndia- 
(hip,  and  had  alfo  mounted  the  Outardc  ftorefhip  with  her 
full  proportion  of  guns,  and  had  taken  not  only  the  men 
•ut  of  the  merchant-fliips  but  foldiers  from  the  gariifoit, 
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in  hopes  their  appearance  would  frighten  our  fmall  fqna- 
dion,  and  oblige  them  to  leave  the  coaft  clear  for  them 
to  carry  out  their  large  convoy  of  merchant- (hips :  but 
our  captains  were  too  gallant  to  be  terrified  at  their  for- 
midable appearance.  So  far  from  avoiding  them,  they 
bore  down  and  engaged  them  with  the  greatell  refolulion 
and  good  conduit ;  and  I  have  fhe  pteafure  to  acquaint 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  captains,  officers,  feamen  and 
Marines,  have  done  their  duty  on  this  occafion  much  to 
their  honour.  I  hope  their  good  behaviour  will  bo 
approved  by  their  lordmips*" 

It  is  added,  though  not  officially,  "  that  captain  Forreft 
perceiving  the  mattered  condition  of  all  his  fliips  (the  roads, 
fails,   boats  and   rigging,  being  moftly  ufelefs)  thought 

{iioper  to  withdraw,  left  the  lofs  of  a  lower  raaft  mould 
eave  any  of  them  at  the  inercy  of  the  frigates.  Never 
was  a  battle  more  furious  than  the  beginning;  in  two 
minutes  there  was  not  a  rope  or  fail  whole  in  either  (hip. 
The  French  ufe  a  ihot  which  the  Englifh  negleft,  called 
Langridge,  which  is  very  deftructive  in  cutting  the  rigging. 
The  Augufta  had  nine  men  killed  and  thirty  wounded." 

A  private  letter  from  Jamaica  takes  notice,  "that 
wlien  a  council  of  war  was  held,  the  queftion  was  not, 
What  fuperior  force  the  enemy  had  ;  or  how  unequal  the 
combat?  The  commanding  officer  faying  to  the  other 
two,  "  Gentlemen,  you  fee  the  force  of  the  enemy,  Is  it 
your  refolulion  to  fight  them,  or  not  ?  upon  which  they 
both  refolutely  anfwered,  "  It  is."  Here  the  council  of 
war  ended,  having  lalted  about  half  a  minute." 

This  highly  dUtingni  friable  difplay  of  gallantry  and  in- 
trepidity was  quickly  afterwards  t  followed  by  a  fuccefs 
no  lefs  brilliant  and  remarkable,  equally  honourable  to  the 
fer vice  and  his  country,  but  happily  much  more  advanta- 

feous  to  himfelf :— this  was  the  capture  of  the  Mars,  a 
rench  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  twelve,  nine,  and  fix- 
pounders,    with  her  whole  convoy ;    Le  Theodore,  of 

*  The  enemy's  fliips  were,  the  Intrepide  and  Sceptre,  of  fevenly- 
four  i;uns  each;  Opincatre,  of  Guy-four;  L'Oularde,  of  forty-four) 
ihe  Greenwich,  of  fifty;  and  ihe  Savage  and  Unicorn,  of  ihirly-guns 
each.  To  encreafe  the  difparity,  the  Edinburgh  and  the  Augufla 
were  both  extremely  fba)  at  the  time  of  tflc  engagement. 

t  Od  the  14th  of  December,  1759. 
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twenty-two  guns;  La  Margaretta,  of  fixteen  guns; 
Le  St.  Pierre,  of  fixteen  guns;  Le  Solide,  of  fourteen 
guns  ;  1*  Flore,  of  fourteen  guns ;  Le  Morrice  le  Grand, 
of  eighteen  guns;  Le  Brilliant,  of  fourteen  guns;  and 
Le  Monette,  a  brigantine  of  ten  guns,  bound  from  Port 
Prince  to  Old  France,  laden  with  fugar,  indigo,  coffee, 
cotton,  &c.  which  coft  170,000!.  The  Mars  (truck 
upon  receiving  the  firft  broadfide,  and  all  the  reft  followed 
her  example.  He  returned  to  England  not  long  after- 
wards; and,  in  1760,  being  appointed  to  the  Centaur, 
was  fent  out  to  Jamaica  commodore  and  temporary  com- 
mander-  in-chief  on.  that  ftation.  He  failed  from  England, 
with  a  convoy  of  thirty-four  (hips,  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  the  6th  of  March.  He 
continued  on  the  fame  ftation  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war,  but  without  meeting  with  any  occurrence  worthy 
particular  notice.  In  1769  he  was  re-appointed  to  the 
fame  command  with  the  eftabliflied  rank  of  commodore ; 
but  he  did  not  long  furvive  his  arrival  there,  dying  on  the 
a6th  of  May,  1770. 

GARDINER,  Arthur,— was,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1745,  promoted  to  the  Neptune,  as  captain  to  vice-ad- 
miral Rowley,  who  had  his  flag  on  board  that  (hip.  This 
circumftance  of  his  appointment  excepted,  we  find  no 
mention  whatever  made  of  him  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  In  1752  he  was  appointed  to  the  Amazon 
frigate,  a  vefTel  employed,  as  is  not  unenftomary  even  in 
time  of  peace,  on  the  Irifh  ftation.  The  next  fituation 
in  which  we  find  him  is,  that  of  captain  of  the  Colchefter, 
of  fiftygunsjfromwhichfhip  he  removed, at  the  exprefsre- 
oueft  of  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng,  into  the  Ramillies. 
The  ill  fuccefs  which  attended  the  rencounter  with  Galli- 
foniere,  is  faid  to  have  lain  fo  heavy  on  hismind,as  to  induce 
a  fpeciesof  melancholy  which  never  was  effaced  during  his 
life.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  man  formed  with  very  nice  feel- 
ings, and  could  not  readily  difpoffefs  himtelf  of  an  idea  ex- 
tremely ill-founded,  that  he,  being  fo  clofely  and  materi- 
ally connected  in  fervicc  with  his  unhappy  commander-in- 
chief,  inuft,  in  fome  degree,  participate  in  that  cenfure  ■ 
and  clamour  which  was  fo  loudly,  induftrioully,  and 
generally  raifed. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  court-martial,  it  appears  that 

captain  Gardiner,  who  was,  as  may  be  naturally  fuppofed, 

»  ordered 
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ordered  home  to  England  as  an  evidence,  depofed,  that  the 
fails  were  not  all  fct,  nor  did  he  know  any  impediment 
why  the  rear  would  not  have  got  into  as  clofe  a&ion  as 
the  van.  He  added,  that  he  advifed  the  admiral  to  bear 
down,  but  that  he  objected  thereto,  /earing  an  incotrveni-' 
race  jtmilar  it  that  experienced  fame  tint*  btfert  iy  Mr. 
Mathews  "i  the jamt feat.  He  concluded  his  day's  exami- 
nation by  declaring,  that  he  discovered  nothing  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  improper  in  the  admiral's  perianal  beha- 
viour. On  his  fecond  day's  examination  he  made  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  admiral  took  upon  himfeif  the  entire  com- 
mand of  the  fhip,  and  that  nothing  was  done  that  day 
except  by  his  particular  orders. 

This  circumftancc  certainly  was  one  of  thofe  which 
bore  hardeft  upon  the  admiral  ;  and  the  fubfequent  grief 
felt  by  the  captain  might,  in  all  probability,  be  as  much 
encreafed  by  bis  being  obliged,  in  honour,  as  well  as  in 
juftice  to  himfeif  and  his  country,  to  bear  any  pointed 
teftimony  *  agajnft  a  man,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in 
habits 

*  In'  juflice,  however,  to  Mr.  Byng,  he  it  remembered,  thai  captain 
Gardiner  alio  declared  in  the  courfe  of  fail  examination,  which  Med 
neatly  two  days,  to  tbe  following  effcel ; 

"  That  the  Tri  dent,  being  abaft  the  larboard  beam  of  the  Ramilliet, 
did  fo  impede  the  Ramillits  in  going  down  to  the  enemy,  that  tbe 
admiral  mu(t  have  gone  down  without  his  force,  which  wat  not  hit 
intention  :  that  the  fignal  was  out  for  tbe  line  of  battle  ahead  at  that 
time,  and  the  rear  divifion  went  down  very  regular  after  the  Tiident 
and  Princef*  Louifa  gut  into  their  nations.  Being  afktd,  Whether 
it  bad  not  been  a  more  fpredy  and  regular  method  to  clofe  with  the 
enemy,  to  have  made  the  fignal  for  the  line  abreafl  f  The  captain  faid 
"  Ho,  becaufe  it  would  be  improper  for  fhipi  to  go  down  in  a  line 
■bread,  to  attack  fbipa  'hat  are  laying  in  a  line  ahead,  when  they  cao 
go  down  with  their  bows  to  them  ;  i.e.  a  flaming  courfe  to  them; 
and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  rear  aid  take  the  proper 
■  method  to  clofe  with  the  enemy."  Being  further  interrogated, 
Whether  he  meant  as  to  the  coiirfe  fleered  on  the  enemy,  or 
the  fail  carried  ?  He  anfwered,  "  Both :  but  this  (faid  he)  is  matter 
of  opinion,  which  I  lhall  hereafter  avoid  entering  into,  as  there  are 
many  fuperior  judges  hete  to  me." 

"  He  was  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  rear  would  have  engaged  at 
near  the  enemy  as  tbe  van  did,  had  [he  French  ilaid  :  that  it  wis  ad. 
miral  Bynjj'j  intention  to  engage  tbe  chef  eftadre,  the  third  fhip  from 
the  enemy's  rear,  and  not  to  throw  away  his  (hot,  as  the  enemy  did, 
till  be  came  near  the  enemy  :  that  the  admiral  Rood  on  till  it  was 
imagined,  on  board  the  Ranullies,  that  every  (hip,  if  {be  had  gone 
properly 
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habits  of  intimacy  and  friendfhip,  as  we  have  already 
fuggefted  him  to  have  done  Not  long  after  the  conclu- 
fton  of  the  trial  Mr.  Gardiner  was  appointed  to  the  Mon- 
mouth, of  fixty-foiir  guns,  and  ordered  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, -where,  on  the  laft  dav  of  February,  1758,  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fquadron,  then  under  the  command  of  Mr.  O (borne, 
fell  in  with  a  fmall  French  armament,  under  the  marquis 
du  Qucfne,  bound  from  Toulon  lo  Carthagena,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reinforcing  the  French  chef  d'efcadre  de  la  Clue. 
The  marquis  himfelf  was  in  the  Foudroyant,  the  identical 
(hip  on  board  which  Gallifoniere  hoiftcd  his  flag  at  the  time 
of  his  encounter  with  Mr.  Byng.  It  was  fomewhat  fingtilar, 
though  particularly  grateful  to  Captain.  Gardiner,  that  he 
was  among  thofe  ordered  to  purfue  the  French  commo- 
dore. It  is  related  of  him,  whether  torre&ly  or  no  we 
cannot  pretend  to  fay,  that,  previous  to  this  time,  but  after 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Monmouth,  he  had  been  heard 
to  declare,  that  if  ever  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in 
with  the  Foudroyant,'  he  was  donrmtaed  to  attack  Iter 
though  he  mould  perifh  in  the  attempt.  The  Swift fure, 
of'feventy  guns ;  the  Hampton  Court  arid  Monmouth,  of 
fixty-four  guns  each,  were  difpatched  after  the  Foudroy- 
ant, and  other  fhlps  at  the  fame  time  after  the  remainder 
of  the  fquadron.  Captain  Gardiner  far  out-ftripped  his 
companions  and  brought  the  enemy  warily  to  a&ron,  the 
other  mips  being  nearly  out  of  fight  at  -the  time.  Captain 
Gardiner  was  unhappily  mot  through- the  arm  with -a 
muflret  ball  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  aftion  i.  but 
this  difafter  was  not  fijflicicntto  prevent  him  from  conti- 
nuing his  exertions.  .  The  .rigging  of  the.-  Foudroyant 
being  fortunately  much  difahkd'.in-  a  (hart  time, 
captain  Gardiner  fcizing  the  opportunity  -given  him^>y 


©I  the  fiitjiny,  (he  IhuuldrJijive  engaged,  withjlier  ajaadfide  t«  her ; 
thai  he  recollected  particularly  to  have  heard  (fee  admiral  fay,  .whe  | 
ihe  Ramilliea  wai  abreaft  of  the  French,  ..ihxJ^ijiraj  his  ip»n- 
lion :  thai  die  adftiral  ordered  ibe  gun*  to  be  utoitf^with  rcurad  and 
S'.apf  (hut.  two  fbotjn  ilie.gwnibeloi*, .»"d  p|opofecyo.fcr  top-gallaiit 
fails  on  feeing  the  f tench  goipg  away;  that  he  Jasai^liim  exjirefs, 
at  that  time,  his  unhappmeli  at  oql  having  .a  fuSicienialioixe  10  make 
a  general  chafe,  ai  fie  thought  h*  «wld-i»alerialjy,hav||  diftrcSed  th» 
enemy  in  the  Gtuation  they  then  v tie  ia,  "  if  (laid  .hcj  I  bad  two.  or 
three  (hips  moiel" 

Vol.  V.  fis  ib» 
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that  advantage,  placed  hjaifeif  on  his  aptagonift't  fluartei 
and  maintained  a  vary  clofc  action  for  upwards  of  two 
hour  si  when,  about  nine  o'clock,  while  in  the  aft  of  esn 
ceuraging  his  people  and  enquiring  what  injury  had  been 
fuftained  between  decks,  he  received  a  fecond  wound,  fay  A 
muiket  ball,  in  the  forehead,  He  lived, .indeed,  till  the  mtxt 
day,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  time  was  totally  infea* 
fible. 

.  The  action  was  continued  with  the  greatefl  fnirU  by 
Mr.  Carket,  the  fait  lieutenant,  who  fucceeded  to  tlip 
command.  The  Foudroyant,  liaviDg  loft  her  main  and 
wiz«n~mafts*,  being  .completely  difabtod,  and  (he  Swiffc? 
(his  alfq  getting  up,  <he  marquis,  who,  to  do- him  juilice, 
made  a  good  defence,  fuHendebed  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  moving.  The.  Foudroyant:  rnottntcd  eighty  guns* 
sad  had  on  beardiat  the  commencement  of  the  action,  a 
Ehofen  cr«v  of  nine,  hundred  and  eleven  men ;  Iter  lower 
battery  eonfifbwl  of  thirty  French  forty-five  powders:  on 
bat  upper  deck,  flu;  amk<i  thirty- two. t  treaty -four  pouo> 
dras;  and  oh  her  quarter  deck  and  forecaftle  eighteen 
twelve  pouniorj  t.  it  was  eftpemed  the  fineft  (hip  at  that 
tine  in  the  whale  French  navy :  and  the  captain  of  a 
French  piiyatem  taken' a  flaort  time  before  by  the.Monr 
sttOUifai  is  bid  lo  have  boaftcd,  that  Oie  was  a  (hip  xapa* 
Ut  pf wfifting/any  ibrcc  by  which  the  ftould  he  attacked. 
She  wuuld-6|Juy  ticfiud,  to-day,  to-morrow,  aBd  thcoeit 
day,  hut  never  raldd  he  taken  £.     Upon  the  whole,  this 

"  *^naftcr*artUihr  captain  feU-  He  is  faid,  immediately  on  recriv- 
im-  bit Stam4  wound,  to  have  fcni  tot  the  lieutenant,  and  nwh  it  hit. 
)•&  annoft,  that  he  would  sot  am  un  the  flii»  .or  qnit  the  enauyi 
W*fi&»tVovtWt  nu>nn-n)aft  foDBafw  owe  bf  the  bfW*  9*!  whjcfc 
■he  enemy  gave  three  encero.  The  crew  of  the  Monmouth  returned 
the  eeeiPltMcaria  a  lew  nata*  te*,  on  the  nuxec-anft  of  die  Foudroy- 
tntfetbgalfe  #*■**».  Tfcii  dibfervM  fooo  folio***)  by  tbefal 
of  her mil-ma ;  which tivmg frefh  Tpiriu  m the Ennlifh,  theirfir* 
•eeatae  fo  inceifoi  i  sad  intolerable,  that  the  French  uilort  tould  no 
leaner  bt  kept*  thtirfeixu.  ■     ■■•■  "' 

■  t  Tfce  >liaMai  illi  nil  (he  ©the*  hand  carried  00)7  IweVe  and 
ti«nty.foarpo*^i^w»h»co«ip!*i»Wltdffcotb«ndnida(ldfc«ijtf 
man-,  and  tbercM*  u  aaon  dtflereno* la  £m  and  apptann.ee  ube- 
.    .._  .  *_-_^.   .  .     ,=  •_  _*j._  g^ 

a  England,  tnVrtcd  in  the  laft  vm 


Iwecn  a  rHfMr  and  a  ftjp  of  the  line. 
I  The  rTearirjitironers  (hen  in  Bnj 
tkt-tai  tbiiigrf the  Vilfcde  Far*. 
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certain!)'  was,  at  Is  remarked  by  many  hiitnrians,  as  gal- 
lant an  action  as  cm  was  performed  by  a  Tingle  fbtp>  but 
the.deata  of  Gardiner  clouded  the  vi&oty,  and  mode  both 
the  conquerors  and  the  whole  nation  almoft  forget  the  joy 
they  would  otherwife  have  felt  at  fo  glorious  an  event. 
Campbell  adds  to  his  account  of  this  engagement  the 
following  remark.  "  Thisa&ion,  which  isooeof  the 
mod  glorious  in  the  naval  hiftory  of,  Britain,  mult  ever 
remain  an  incooteflible  proof  of  our  naval  fuperiority  *.'* 
Wc  have'  only  to  add,  that  fome  fubfequent  events  Teem 
ftrongly  to  corroborate  this  auertinn. 

GAYTON,  Clark, — was,  in  the  month  of  April  1744* 
promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  command  pn 
ttmpofk,  of,  according  to  the  term  ufed  in  the  fervioe,  by 
order,  the  Ludlow  Caftle,  of  forty  guns;  but  no  other 
tneMioo  is  made  of  him  while  retaining  that  ftatian.  He 
was  not  s&uaUy  promoted  to  the  rank  of  poll  captain  till 
the  6th  of  July,  174.5,  on  which  day  his  commiulon 
bora  date  for  the  Mermaid  frigate.  No  other  notice 
is  taken  of  him  daring;  the  continuance  of  the  war* 
nor  indeed  after  its  conchifion,  till  the  year  1755,  when 
he  was,  about  the  month  of  April,  appointed  captain  of 
the  Antelope.  He  quitted  that  fbip  in  the  inflowing 
veal,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Royal  Anne,  a  fifil  rate  { 
but  we  do  not  -and  any  particular  account  given  of  him 
till  the  year  1758,  when  he  commanded  the  St.  George, 
a  fcoond  rate  of  ninety  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  ordered 

<*  II  i>  ooofideMly  given  w  an  aaecdott  of  captain  Gardiner,  that 
«*i(c  jrr»ch*fe,  dtreEHng  bit  difeourfe  to  a  land-officer  who  mi  on 
board,  he  faid,  "  Whatever  becopiea  of  yon  and  me,  tbia  fliip  rouft 
go  into  Gibraltar."  Hairangutng  hu  people  juft  before  the 
tonrraenceaient  of  the  action,  he  (aid,  "  This  (hip  mafl  be  taken ; 
Sic  appears  above  oxr  match,  bat  tnglithmeu  are  not  to  mind  that, 
nor  will  I  qnit  ber  while  iliii  fbap  can  Jwirn,  or  I  bare  a  fool  lea 
alive." 

A  private  letter  from  Gibraltar  givei  m  the  following  additional 
particular!  relative  to  captain  Gardiner  and  hit  private  conduit. 

"'  Two  dap  before  he  left  ihii  port,  being  in  Company  with  lord 
Rob.  Aetna  and  other  per  Coat,  hr;  with  great  anguift  of  foul  told  them, 
that  my  lord  Anfoahad  reneSed  no  hio!,and  (bid  that  be  Wat  one  of  the 
{Ken  .who  had  brought  titrate  upon  t he  nation;  that  it  touched  him 
eaccSvely;  but  i<  ran  ftrongly  in  bit  mind,  that  lie  {hould  have  au 
opportunity  (hortly  to  convince  hii  lordfhip,  how  moeh  he'hadtfc* 
iioooui  of  tht  nation  at  heart,  and  that  he  wai  net  cntpaHa,-* 
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to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  commodore  Robert  Hughes, 
for  the  pwpofc  of  reinforcing  Mr.  Moore  and  enabling 
him  to  attack  the  French  fettlements  in  that  quarter.  The 
attack  on  the  ifland  of  Marti  nico  failed,  as  is  well  known: 
but' the  fubfequent  one  againft  Guadaloupe  was,  as  it  may 
be  equally  well  remembered,  more  fucoefsfnl.  Conqueft, 
however  was  not  obtained  without  confiiierable  and  indeed 
formidable  reliftance. 

The  attack  was,  as  it  is  faid,  produftive  of  an  anecdote 
too  chara&eriltic  of  this  gentleman  to  be  forgotten,  or 
omitted.  The  citadel  of  Guadaloope  "was  a  fortrefa  of  ■ 
the  firft  confequence,  polTefling  great  natural  advantages 
of  fituation,  improved  and  ftrcngthened  by  the  (kill  of  the 
ableft  engineers  in  the  French  fervice.  So  formidable 
did  it  appear  to  the  British  officers  in  that  particular 
branch,  that  they  were  unanimous  in  declaring  it  impreg- 
nable to  any  attack  by  fea,  unfupported  by  Tome  collate- 
ral aid.  The  commodore  thought  otherwife;  and,  not- 
with  Handing  every  lemonftrance  to  the  contrary,  refolved 
on  the  aflault ;  the  event,  indeed,  jirftified  his  determina- 
tion :  but,  nsnrthclefs,  it  proved  ftifficiently  arduous  to 
exempt  thole,  who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  from  any 
imputation  of  coldnefs,  or  want  of  enterprize.  Among 
rhofe  who  thought  fn,  and  reprefented  the  fervice  as  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous,  was  Mr.  Gaytori,  a  man,  whom  cer- 
tainly no  one  could  with  decency  charge  either  with  tame- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  or  deficiency  in  judgement,  founded  on  ex- 
perieace.  His  difference  of  opinion  is  faid  to  have  excited 
fame  flight  fenfation  of  difgutt  and  di {approbation  in  the 
commodore,  fo  that  when  the  latter  had  formed  his  dif- 
pofition  of  attack,  by  which  the  citadel  was  allotted  to  the 
St.  George,  with  two  other  {hips,  he  thought  proper  to 
lend  a  written  order  to  Mr.  Clayton,  commanding  him  to 
proceed  on  that  lervice. 

This  procedure  was  deemed  by  him  a  fpecies  of  affront 
which,  though  improper  to  openly  refent,  he  could 
bear  ftrongty  in  his  mind.  Knowing  his  own  atten- 
tion to  the  rules,  and  difcipline  of  the  fervice,  hit. 
promptitude  to  obef  the  commands  of  his  fuperior,  even 
though  they  mould  be  deemed  by  him  bordering  on 
impropriety,  Ije.  confidered  the  formality  of  a  writ- 
ten order  as'  an  infult,  be  being  perfectly  dUpofed, 
-J  '•!  1» 
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in  every  refpeft,  to  have  obeyed  a  mere '  ffgnal  in- 
dicative of  the  commodore's  intention.  After  a  canno- 
nade of  fome  hours  continuance,  the  profpeet  of  fuccefj 
appeared,  even  to  Mr.  Moore  himielf,  doubtful ;  the 
refinance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  injury  Attained  by  the 
ailailants,  appeared  to  juitify  the  general  opinion  given 
in  council,  and  evince  that  it  was  not  the  refult  of  tlmi<- 
dity  but  prudence.  The  commodore  wavered,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  lire  of  the  ajfailants  was  violent  and  . 
unremitted,  he  was,  as  lias  been  reported  to  us,  induced,  after 
the  attack  had  continued  fome  hours,  to  make  a  iignal  for 
the  St.  George  in  particular,  to  defift  and  hawl  off. 
Captain  Gayton  took  no  notice ;  a  boat  was  Tent  to  him 
with  a  verbal  order  from  the  commodore  to  the  fame  ef- 
fect, but  the  captain,  inftead  of  obeying,  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  as  it  had  been  thought  neceuary  to  ufe 
the  formality  of  a  written  order  previous  to  the  aflault,' 
fo  mould  he  on  his  part  think  it  equally  fo  to  infill 
on  the  fame  punctilio  authorising  him  to  riefift.  In  the 
interim  the  afcendency  of  the  Britilh  fire  became  apparent, 
and  the  celfation  of ,  that  from  the  citadel  *  with  all  its 
dependencies  clofed  the  difpute. 

The  St.George  was  in  the  preceding  attack  very  Consider- 
ably damaged,  and  the  T  captain  himielf  {lightly  wounded. 
The  objeaof  the  armament,  of  which  iheSt.George  formed 
a  part,  being  thus  concluded,  captain  Gayton,  with  fuch 
others  his  companions  as  it  was  deemed  unnecenary  to 
retain  on  that  ft  at  km,  returned  to  England  in  the  courfe  of 
the  year.  He  remained  in  the  St.  George  during  the  con- 
tinuance, of  the  war,  employed  in  the  Channel,  under  the 
admirals  Hawke,  Bofcawen,  and  others,  butnopofftbility 
of  acquiring  either  fame  or  fortune  presented  itfelf  to  the 
captain  of  any  (hip  of  that  clafs  during  that  period. 

*  Which  vii  taken  poflMiion  of  the  enfuirtg  day. 
+  We  mufi  not  omit  the  following  remarkable  occurrence.     A 
forty-two  pound   fliot   from   the   citadel   fliuck   the   centre  of   an 
n  hoop  furrounding  the  main-mall,  elongated,  if  the  term  be  allow- 


ed,' the  hammered,  which  confequentW  is  the  mod  elallic  ft-ite  of  th« 
:alAtid  forming  it  into  a  cafe  or  locket,'  had  penetrated  into 
tre  W  the  matt.     The  nuantity  of  powder  expended  by  tht 


d,  the  hammer 

netalAnd  forrr 

centre  of  the   i .       , ,    --    r  -     -, T  ...    .... 

George  on  the  foregoing  occaflon,  fareicecdcd  that  of  any  former  (tig 
an  any  fervice  whatever.  ,  i    , 
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Ws  do  not  believe  captain  Gay**n  to  have  held  any 
fubfequcntcomtr.iifion  after  the  peace,  till  the  year  1769* 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  St.  Anthonio,  of  fi'xty  gu»* 
a.  goardihLp  at  Pontmouth.  This  command  he  d'^i  not- 
retain  fo  long  as  ii  cuftomny,  being  promoted,  on  the 
iBth  of  October,  1770,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 
On  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  red :  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be 
vice-admiral  of  the  white ;  and  immediately  afterwards 
was  appointed  commander-in-chief  en  the  Jamaica  itwiow 
The  difpute  with  America  becoming  daily  more  ferious,' 
a  reinforcement  of  feveral  fhrps  of  war  was  ordered  oat  Ut 
join  him  early  in  the  fumnter*.  By  a  judicious  difpefi- 
Uon  of  his  ciuifers,  aided  by  the  activity  of  their  refpedive 
captains,  two  hundred  and  thirty  five  American  vclfela 
were  captured  by  the  Ihips  on  the  Jamaica  station, during 
the  Ume  Mr.  Gayton  held  that  command. 

We  muft  not  omit  two  anecdotes  relative  to  this  gen- 
tleman, ftrongly  marked  by  that  rough  pleafaniHry  mtatti 
to  him,  and  of  that  high  fpirit,  w  i.th  refpefl  to  ttiefervicc, 
which  all  perfons  mult  admit  him  to  hate  pollened,  lite 
different  fums  allotted  to  him  as  conwnandtr  irt-chmf,  rev 
fulting  from  the  tale  of  the  different  American  prizes, 

•  In  toofefluence  of  »o  untitle  aflertioB  matfe  in  »  pamphlet^  writ- 
ten by  T,  Paint,  Mr.  Gayton  published  the  fotlowing.  dee  I  a  radon  im 
the  Jamaica  Gajetto,  which  we  have  been  the  ralber  induced  lo  infert, 
at  it  contains  fome  f  siticubrt  of  bis  caily  life,  which  muft  undoubt* 
edly  be  genu' 

"  I  have 


.  title  of  Common  Senfe,  wherein  (be  author  Lys,  that,  forty  ytati 
ago,  there  were  (evenly  and  ei&bty-gap  fbips  built  in  New  Easjbrnd. 
In  anfwer  to  which  I  dp  declare,  that  at  that  very  time  I  V         * 


England  ■  midtnipmau,  aboard  his  ma  jetty's  (hip  Sqnirrel,  with  the 
late  fir  Peter  Warren,  and  then  there  never  had  been  a  man  of  waf 
■  built  of  any  kind.  In  1747,  after  the  reduction  of  Louifbourg,  there 
was  a  Chip  of  forty-four  guns  ordered  to  be  built  at  Pifcataqua  by  ooe 
Mr.  Meuervey:  fte  was  called  the  America,  and  failed  for  bacland 
(lie  following  year.  When  fte  came  home  Sic  was  found  fo  bw  that 
file  never  was  commiffioned  again.  There  was  afterward*  another 
feip  of  twenty  auDi,  built  »tBoflon  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Holt  well  ofhicn 
was  called  the  BoCon.  She  run  but  a  (hart 'time  before  (he  J»>  con- 
demned; and  thofe  were  the  only  two  Quae  of  war  eyei  inult  in 
America:  therefore  I  thought  it  my  doty  to  publilb  thi»,  to  node* 
eec*d  the  public  in  general,  to  Ibcw  that  what  the  author  haa  fct  forth 
it  in  abfplBte  falfitr. 

*•  CahhGattoi.* 
Wpif 
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were  regularly  internal  irt  dollars,  bf  the  admiral,  and 
packed  In  proper  chefts  for  the  ptirpofe  of  being  conveyed 
w  England.  Some  of  his  friends  wiftirrg  to  point  out  to 
him  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of  tranfporting  fpfccie, 
recommended  to  him  rather  to  remit  his  property  to  Eu- 
rope m  bills.  The  admiral,  with  an  aflfeQed  peeviflihefe 
declared,  he  knew  nothing  fo  valuable  as  money  itfetf, 
and  that  for  his  part  he  would  not  be  fool  enough'  to 
accept  paper  in  exchange,  when  (be  latter  might  riot  b* 
worth  a  farthing.  His  intimates  Raving  the  fafety 
Of  Ms  and  his  defcendant's  property  at  heart,  rccom- 
"  '      * '     ■    "    - " "         *th  to  Eni  *     '        '  * 


d  to  him  to  fend  his  wealth  to  England  in  a  frigate-, 
for  the  Antelope,  his  flag  ffcip,  was  fo  extremely  old  arid 
crazy,  that  no  inconsiderable  fears  were  entertained 
me  Would  founder  on  her  paflage.  The  skhnirai  witft 
which  vivacity  replied,  **  Nd,  my  money  arid  myfetf  will 
take  otr  paffage  in  the  fame  bottom,  and  if  we  are  loft 
there  will  be  an  end  of  two  bad  things  at  once." 

The  fecornt  is,  that  whfte  on  his  paflage  home  be  fell  in 
with  a1  large  fhipj  which,  on  its  near  approatfi,  proved  to 
be  an  Bnglifll  man  of  war.  Every  pofliUe  preparation 
was,  however,  praderrtially  made  to  receive  the  ftrartger 
as  an  enemy,  though  of  force  and  magnitude  hVrmitefy 
fuperior,  even  fiippofing  the  Antelope  in  proper  fighting 
eondWton,  a  cifcuarftance  by  no  means  the  cafe,  Ihe  havi 
ing  had  a  -  confiderable  number  of  her  lower-deck  guns 
taken  out  for  the  pnrpofe  of  eafirrg  her  on  ner  paflage. 
The  admiral  hitttwlf,  extremely  infirm  and  a! mote  unable 
to  ftand,  came  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  after  exhorting 
his  people  in  few  Words  to  behave  thernfelves  rcfce  Engl 
lifhmen,  he  told  them  for  his  part,  "  He  Could  nor  ftand 
by  them,  but  he  would  fit  and  fee  them  fight  as  long  at  they 
pleafed." 

Mr.  Gayton  never  accepted  any  corrmaattd  after  tritj 
return  to  England,- where  he  arrived  in  fafcty  oh  the  aril 
of  AprH,  and,  that  fuccefs  mfight  accompa'ry  hhri  to  the 


laft,  With  a  fmatt  American  prize  he  ttptured  On  his 
pafiage.  ;  A  fllort  time  previous  16  his  arrival,  that  it  id 
fay*  en  the  091(1  of  January,  I778,  he  WW  advanced  td 
be  vice-adiflrral  of  the  red  j  as  he  was  to  St  admiral  of  the 
blue  on  the  8th  of  April,  1782.  His  infom  ftate'  of 
health  and  advanced  age,  compelled  Mm  to  live  atmoff 
totally  in  retirement,  a  ftate  rendered  as  comfortable  as 
B  b  4  bodily 
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bodily  pains  would  permit  it  to  be,  by  an  handfome  for* 
tune,  which  he  had  acquired'  in  femee,  as  honourably 
as  unremitted  attention  to  his  duty  when  employed,  and 
the  moft  fignal  difplay  of  perfonal  gallantry  and  fpirit  on 
allpoifibie  opportunities  could' render  it.  He  died  at 
Fareharo,  where,  when  in  England,  he  had  for  many  years 
refilled,  about  the  year  1787. 

,  GRIFFIN,  Thomas, — can  fcarcelv  be  faid  to  be  en- 
titled to  a  place  here,  on  account  of  his  rank,  though 
highly  in  refpeft  to  character,  whether  confidered  as  an 
officer  or  a  gentleman. — In  1 736,  he  was  a  petty  officer  on 
board  the  Oxford,  a  Oitp  of  50  guns,  at  that  time  com- 
manded by  captain  Swale;  and  on  the  death  of  that  gen- 
tleman, his  fucceflbr  promoted  Mr,  Griffin  to  be  third 
lieutenant  oi  that  (hip.  He  continued  in  the  fame  vellel 
till  the  year  1741,  by  which  time  he  was  advanced  to  be 
firft  lieutenant,  and  was  Toon  afterwards  removed  into  the 
Marlborough  of  go  guns,  at  that  time  the  flag  (hip  of  rear- 
admiral  Haddock,  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  Me- 
diteranean  ftation.  He  was  appointed,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
captain  of  the  Medway  Prize  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1745 ;  and  afterwards  was  promoted,  by  Mr.  Griffin, 
the  commander-in-chief  on  that  ftation;  but  who  not- 
withftanding  the  fimilitude  of  names  was  in  no  degree 
related  to  him,  to  the  Princefs  Mary,  in  which  fhip  he 
died  on  the  17th  of  December,  1748.  He  is,  however, 
laid  never  to  have  had  his  commiffiori,  as  pott  captain)  in 
cither ibfUnce confirmed  by  the  admiralty  board. 

HILL,  John,— was,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1745, 

Eromotcd  to  be  captain  of  the  Triton  frigate ;  from  thence 
e  is  (aid  to  have  boon  promoted,  in  1747,  to  the  Gloirc, 
of  forty-four  guns,  a  prize  taken  from  the  French  a  fliort 
time  before,  by  the  fquadron  under  vice-admiral  Anfon, 
He  was  reappointed  to  the  fame  (hip  in  175 1,  and  is  faid, 
in  fome  accounts  which  we  dare  not  implicitly  rely  on, 
to  have. afterwards  commanded  a  fhip,  of  twenty  guns. 
No  other  particulars  relative,  to  this  gentleman  have 
Come  to.  our  knowledge,  except  that  he  was,  in  1770,  put 
on  the  fupcrarinuiusd  lift,  with  the  rank  and. half-pay  of  a 
rear-admiral,  and<diedon  the  8th  of  March,  1773- 

HORNE,  Edmund,-— is  known  to  us  only  as  having 
been,  on  ibe  22d  of  February,  1 745,  promoted  to  be  Cap- 
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tain  of  the  Heftor,  a  forty-gun  fliipi  and  as  having  died 
in  England  without  having,  to  our  Knowledge,  held  any 
fubiequent  command*,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1764. 

HUGHES,  Robert,  —  was  .commander  of  the  Shark 
Hoop  in  1744,  and,  on  the  ad  of  April,  174$,  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Kingfton,  a  fifty-gun 
lhip,  to  which  he  was  re-commillioned  two  years 
afterwards.  In  1748  he  was  appointed  to  the  Tilbury, 
and  we  believe,  in  1751,  to  the  Deptford,  of  fixty  guns. 
The  next  fubfequent  information  we  have  concerning 
him  is,  that  immediately  previous  the  commencement  of 
the  war  in  1756,  he  commanded  the  Port  Mahon  frigate; 
from  whence  be  was,  in  the  month  of  April,  promoted  to 
the  Augufta;  from  this  lhip  he  removed,  about  the 
month  of  June  following,  into  the  Berwick,  of  feventy 
guns.  He  continued  in  that  lhip  till  the  year  1758,  at 
the  beginning  of  which  he  was  employed  on  the  Medi- 
terranean ftation  under  the  command  of  admiral  Oiborne. 
On  the  laft  day  of  February  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
aiflit  in  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  fcnall  French  fqtia- 
dron  under  the  marquis  de  Quefne.  Returning  to  Eng- 
land towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year,  he  was  appointed 
commodore  of  a  fquadron,  confiding  of  eight  (hips  of  the 
line,  ordered  to  the  Welt  Indies  for  the  purpofe  of  rein- 
forcing commodore  Moore,  and  enabling  him  to  attack 
the  different  French  iflands  and  colonies  in  that  quarter. 
Having  hoifled  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Norfolk* 
of  feventy-'four  guns,  he  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  10th 
of  November,  having  under  his  convoy  a  fleet  of  ftore- 
ihips  and  tranfporis,  on  board  which  were  embarked  fix 
regiments  of  infantry.  He  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  without 
having  been  unfortunate  enough  to  encounter  any  finiiter 
accident,  on  the  3d  of  January. 

The  leading  particulars  of  this,  expedition  have  been 
already  given  in  the  life  of  fir  John  Moore  "f,  and  to  thofe 
it  is  not  neccffiry  to  add  any  thing  on  the  prefeni  occafiou. 
Soot)  after  his  return  to  England,  .whither  he  was  order- 

■  *  Except  dnrof  the  Rupert,  ■  fourth  rate  of  60  gum,  to  wbkb 
lie  wat  appointed  by  the  Admiralty,  ami  ordered  out  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean for  rhc  puipofe  of  fupeiccdiog  captain  Arobrofe,  who  wu 
ordered  borne  for  trial,  on  account  of  hit  conduct  in  the  encounter  off 
Touloo. 

t  See  p.  axi. 
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wf  back  in  the  otolith  of  Jirae tec*i»«v  <to  Tro**s,  which 
th«  objtift  of  the  esfpedition  being  completed,  it  became 
unneceifrry  to  keep  ant  longer  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  w* 
^rffnttrftothtKingftoO.iawhkh'ihilpbecAntinueJbtita 
Very  IhOrtti  mej  dm-irvg  d  (tort  of  iheaWonceof  daptaih  Furry1. 
We  believe. bini  toWc  held  noeommindaftw  this  (faring 
the  war.  At  the  fatter  end  of  the  yea*  17-63,-  he  was  ap- 
pointed 10  die  Dorfetfhirt,  of  feventy  -gaits.  One  of  the 
guafdfhi'ps  ftationed  lii  PortfrholitlT,  and  oh  board  which 
rice-admiral  Horbarn*  afterwards  hotfted  his  flag.  He 
quitted  this  command  after  hating  retained  ft  three  years, 
the  term  cuftomarily  allotted  to  ity  and  is  Hot  known  16 
Have  ever  receive*  a  fubfequent  eomnrimon .  On  the  1 8ih 
of  CMtobtr.'i^o,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear- 
Admiral  of  the  red,  and  died  at  Bath,  ere  he  experienced 
any  farther  promotion,1  oft  the  19th  of  January  y  1774. 

HUME,  John.  —  This  gentleman  we  believe  to  hare 
been  appointed,  earlyin  174-2,  commander  of  the  Serpent 
bbftib :  he  afterwards  removed  into  the  Mortar,  a  veflel 
of  the  fame  description :  hat  nothing  farther  it  krwwn  of 
him  till  his  promotion,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1745,  US  be 
captain  of  the  Sandwich.  No  farther  account  has  been 
collefted  concerning  him,  except.**  he  died  in  England 
on  the  16th  of  November,  1759. 

JASPER, 'Richard. — This  gentleman  was  feeon*  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Natnur,  under  Mr.  Mathews^  at  the  time  of 
<he  indecifiVe  engagement  with- lhe  French  and  Spatiifh 
Sects  off  Toulon  5  and  was  the  per  fori  fern,  by  the  cOrh- 
inarrder--in-chief,  to  Mr.  Leftotk,  with  a  tmiTage,  inti- 
mating that  he  WotiM  by  to  till  the  vice-adrrtiraL  could 
get  up  with  his  divrfion  to  citffe  the;  tirte  of  battle.  He 
was  appointed  captain  of  the  Phcenix  frigate  on  the  13th 
of  February,  1745,  and  ordered  not  long  afterwards  W 
trfe  Mediterranean,  from  whence  after  fomt  contmaance 
he  returried  by  England  in  the  Berwick.      . 

The  next  account  *e  have  of  him  Is,  that  in  the  year 
1747  he  -was  made  captain  of  the  Prince  Heavy*  and 
was  re-  appointed  to  the  tame  this  t»  tha  taotnh  of 
July  in  the  year  enfiung.  Ha  re  Mined  thei  eonUdfmd 
many  years,-  hwt  is  not  again  particularly  noticed  till 
XJ51,  when  he  fdrted  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  aS  ajrpejirs 
from  the  following  minute,  dated  July  fh'6  iift. 

i  This 
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"  Thb day 'wits  wad  brfwJe  iHc  boord  (rf  afltniM*^  i 
later  feat  by  captain  Jafpes,  from  the  prino&of  Annnttm- 
boe,  in  which  lie  eipreftes  M*  gratitude  for  the  civilities 
fljcwn  ftis  fen  tthiie  tic  was  w  tarr  court,  and  orFetfs  the' 
aiMancatif  a&yooo  men  to  beriid  *  fort  en  the  eMft  of 
-  Africa  &  cafe  of  ohftnifHons  from  the  French.  At  the' 
fame  titoc  wa»  read  a  k»g  letter  from  captain  jaipen 
ghring  a  very  accsrate  account  of  'he  ttate"  of  affair*  oW 
tout  eoail*  at  which  their  tordfhips  exprefled  g«at  fatifc 
facliou." 

He  afterward*  repaired  to  Jamaica,  and  from  thence  f o 
EnghtmJ,  •here  he  arrived  in  (he  month  of  Augiift  1752,- 
having  on  board  a  confidence  qwsaith*  Of  Jpccie.  He 
almeti  immediately  reDrraad  back  to  the  Weft  India  fla~ 
tion ;  bnt  On  account  of  feme  otifbehavioirr  at  the  Ha- 
itawiah'j  was  bnnatit  to  a  court-martial  in  the  following 
year,  and  featenced  to  be  difmiifed  the  fvrvice.  Fie 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  pofleffing  0  very  irritable 
indoble.  teiiiper.  This,  untbrtimaiery  for  Mm,  caufaj 
his  untimely  death,  he  being  killed  in  a  duel,  +  by  Mr. 
Brice,  at  the  Caitagari-head  tavern^  on  the  1  ith  of  May, 
1761.     The  iomrer  was  afterwards  tried  and  honourably 

*  The  fonowia*  edfitiat  nrcntidn  ii  made  of  caprai  n  Jafper ;  and  the 
mi  (behaviour  aliased  to,  took  plate  at  the  fame  time. 

"  Gazette,  No.  1)135.  Hivannah,  Nov.  s,  ljs», 
"  The  17th  of  OQober  in  EngliOi  man  of  war,  called  the  Priaee 
Henry,  Captain  Richard  Jafper,  came  to  an  anchor  in  inii  harbocr, 
taring  loft  afl  bee  lira  ft  t,  and  faltered  other  considerable  damagci  from 
the  henicaDH  whieh  we  hafc/e  kid  to  thefe  Teat  during  the  month  of 
September.  She  wa*  irreired  here  wiilr  that  h  iimmfty  wbkn  i»  re- 
cmifitc  upon  fuch  an  occalion  ;  and  all  paflible  affitance  wtH  be  pno  her 
fill  (be  can  be  put  in  a  condition  to  purine  her  voyage.  Thit  (hip, 
which  was  boilnd  for  London,  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  3d  of  Sep. 
lember  ;on  tbe  4th  the  Brft  hurricane  happened,  which  would  not 
f offer  ber  to  pit  in  betwet*  Cayooea  and  Marihuana.  On  the 
and  lie  met  with  the  fceond,  of  Cape  St.  Antonio,  which  carried 
away  all  her  mafia.  Several  Englifnmen  belonging  io  ibiee  mtrcham'r 
Ibipa,  that  have  been  wrecked,  are  like  wife  arrived  in  ibii  port :  they 
have  all  been  collected  together,  and  are  incorporated  amongft  the 
crew*  of  h»  taajefty'*  fcipx.    The  captain  of  the  Prince  Heitry  ha» 


tmt  potoi 


ig  the  mosey  that  they  bare  aofi  dating  their  flay  facie)  b 


t  The  reneoatrc  took  place  oa  the  iota :  captain  Jafper  died  cm 
thC  knowing  day. 
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acquitted  of  the  murder,  it  being  very  clearly  and  fatisfac- 
toiily  proved,  that  the  deceafed  was  entirely  the  aggrefibr. 

JRFFREYS,  Robert.— We  have  been  able  to  colled 
very  few  particulars  relative  to  this  gentleman :  he  was, 
on  May  1, 1745,  appointed  captain  of  the  Scarborough*  ; 
and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  held  fome  fubfequent 
commands;  thefc, .  however,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  are 
unknown  to  us.  During  a  cofc&derablc  part  of  the  war, 
which  commenced  in  1756,  we  find  him  to  have  been 
unemployed,  not  improbably  through  the  whole  of  it. 
We  may,  however,  fairly  prefitme  he  was,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  a  man  much  refpeeted  and  efteerned;  for  though 
fortune  appears  to  have  denied  him  any  opportunity  of 
handing  his  name  down  to  pofterity  with  that  celebrity 
which  is  the  reward  of  gallantry,  particularly  if  fuccefsful, 
he  was  not,  as  has  been 'lometi roes  the  cafe,  fet  afide  and 
continued  on  the  lift  of  captains,  when,  according  to  his 
feniority,  he  became  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a  flag  officer, 
but  was  then  put  on  the  fuperannuatcd  lift. of  rear-admi- 
rals. This  has  ever  been  confidered.  as  an  honourable 
proof  of  meritorious  fervice,  though  age,  infirmities,  or 
wounds  received  while  in  command,  may  poffibly  render 
the  brave,  though  unfortunate  man,  incapable  of  encoun- 
tering the  fatigues  and  difficulties  neceflarily  attendant  on 
a  more  active  flation.     He  died  about  the  year  1780. 

LLOYD,  John,  — was,  on  May  30,  1745,  appointed 
captain  of  the  Glafgow,  a  new  (hip  of  twenty-four  guns, 
launched  a  fhort  time  before  at  Liverpool.  .  He  continued 
in  this  fhip  during  the  whole  remainder  of  the  war,  with- 
out being  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  any  opportunity 
of  particularly  diftingmfhing  hirhfc-lf.  Soon  as  the  pre- 
liminary articles  of  peace  were  figned,  he  was  ordered,  in 
the  month  of  May  1748,  to  North  America  with  the  in- 
telligence, for  the  purpofe.of  preventing  any  farther  hofti- 
li lies  from  being  committed..  He  furvived  his  arrival  a 
very  fhort  time,  dying  at  South  Carolina'  on  the  14th  of 
September,  1748. 

MAISTERSON,  Samuel,— was,  on  the  26th  of  Au- 
guft,  1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Squirrel ;  from 

*  He  ww  employed  during  the  enfuing  fummtt  in  crnjQng  off  the 
eotfi  of  Scotland. 

■*  -    •'  ■'"        '   which 
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which'  he  is  faid  to  have  been  removed,  early  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  to  the  Duke  William,  an  hired  armed  {hip 
mounting  fifty  guns.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  having 
held  any  fubfequent  cornmiffion,  nor  have  we  been  able  to 
collect  any  farther  particulars  concerning  him  %  except  thai 
he  died  in  England  on  the  10th  of  September,  1763. 

MAN,  Robert, — from  bei  nglieutenantofoneof  the  fbips 
employed  under  commodore  Warren,  oil  the  expedition 
againlt  Louifburg,  was,  on  the  2id  of  June,  promoted,  by  that 
gentleman,  to  be  captain  of  the  Launceiton,  of  forty-four 
guns ;  and  was  not  long  afterwards  fertt  to  France,  as  convoy 
loaSeet  of  cartel  fhips  difpatchcd  thither  with  the  prifoner* 
taken  in  arms  *,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  who  chafe 
to  remove  thither.  In  1746  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Lynn,  and  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  we  be- 
lieve him  to  have  continued  till  the  ceffatton  .of  hoflilities 
took  place.    No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  till  the 

— a*       -  ..I...  1  -1      iii- 

*  A  particular  account  of  (be  ill  treatment  he  received  from. the 
enemy  while  employed  cm  thiilervicc,  iicircamluntially  related  ia 
the  following  terms  "by  Mr.  Gibfoo,  in  hit  appendix  tea  journal  of  the 

fieac. 

"  July  4,  1745,  Fourteen  cartel  (hips,  with  the  Lanoccflon  man 
of  war,  let  fail  from  Louiflwurg,  in  Cape  Breton,  for  France,  with  the 
French  inhabitants.-  No  fooner  wen  we  arrived  in  the  road  of  Rocbf 
fort,  but  commodore  Mac  Namara,  in  a  (hip  of  feventy  four  sunt, 
obliged  us  to  come  to  under  hii  flern.  We  obeyed  and  (hewed  our 
paftporti,  which,  when  be  bad  read,  he  infifled  that  every  nutter  fhould 
deliver  into  hit  handi  hit  particular  journal.  Some  looking  on  tt  u 
an  unitafonablc  demand,  with  rcfolutiou  oppofed  it,  but  were  confined 
in  irons  in  hit  D)ip  for  their  refufal.  Soon  after,  he  fent  for  me : 
being  admitted  into  the  cabin,  he  ordered  me  to  fit  down  at  bis  green 
(able,  and  give  an  account  of  my  own  proceeding!  in  writing;  which 
orders  I  readily  complied  with,  and  delivered  into  hit  hand*.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  it  he  told  me,  that  the  cartels  could  «pcQ  no  favour,  at 
Rochfort:  and  fincc,  he  «a  informed  by  feveral  paOengcn,  that  I 
had  been  a  very  bu'fy  aftive  fellow  againfl  the  inter eft  of  hit  moA 
chrifiian  majefly  at  Louilbourg,  if  he  could  find  out  any  article  what- 
ever that  wat  in  the  leaf)  con  trad  iflory  to  (he  declaration  I  bad  deli- 
vered he  would  fend  me  to  (he  tower.  He  immediately  fent  on  board 
for  my  trunk,  and  in  lifted  on  my  giving  him  the  key.  I  did;  and  he 
took  out  all  my  papers,  and  read  them  over  in  the  firfl  place.  Afte( 
that,  hr  Broke  open  the  letters  direSed  for  London ;  thole,  indeed,  he 
fealed  up  again,  and,  having  put  them  into  the  trunk,  difmilfed  me, 
Hii  next  orderi  were,  that  the  cartels  ihould  not  go  on  board  the 
Launcefiw 
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year  1755,  when  he  ww  appointed  captain  of  the  Anfc)** 
■  Blip  of  fixty-fourguns,©neof  tbo&  pvt  into  emmniffioa 
at  Fortfmoullt  in  confequeiice  of  the  apprehended  rupture 
with  France.  In  this  Blip  he  failed  loon  afterwards  for 
North  America,  as  one  of  the  fleet  fent  thither  under  the 
ordere  of  admiral  Bofcawen.  No  Other  notice  >6  taken  of 
him  til)  the  year  1758,  when  he  COBHQaodcd  the  Prince 
Frederic,  a  ftip  of  me  fame  rate  and  force  at  the  former, 
being  one  of  the  fleet  commanded  by  the  fame  admiral 
(Mr.  ifeicawen)  which  proceeded  againft  Loujfburg,  and 
•saved  Cncce&fui.  He  afterwards  was  promoted  to  the 
Cornwall,  of  frveniy.four  guw;  in  which  we.  believe  he 
eontkMtd  during  the  remainder  of  the  war;  after  which 
nv  ace  uncertain  whether  he  held  any-  commiflion  while 
fae-contiimtd  a  prime  captain.  On  the  iSthof  O&ober, 
1770,  he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue;  as 
he  ahfa  was,  in  fix  day*  afterwards,  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the;  red.  He  was  immediately  fent  to  command  on 
the  Antigua  {ration,  where  he  continued  the  time  usually 
allotted  for  the,  djwation  of  fitch-  appointments. 

0n  the  night  of  the  27th  of  December,  1771,  amofl 
dfcftdiul  life  broke  out  iatht  town  ol  Su-George,  Antigua. 
It  raged  with  fuch  violence  that,  before  daylight,  the 


Ivoncefloji  on  any  pretence.  He  charged  iu  likewife  not  (o  go  uo 
Acne  *■  and  .gave  fin  Q  orders  to  the  garri  Ton  to  watch  tu  night  aa  J 
(lay ;  and  in  cafe  uy  of  us  aucnjptcd  10  fct  foot  on  (horr.  the  guard 
were  riireSed  to  (hoot  ui.  He  would  not  permit  a  boat  to  bring  ui  ibe 
ttttt  fupply  of  any  kind;  infbrnuth  that  we  were  obliged  to  live  wholly 
on  fait  proviGom,  and  drink  water  that  waa  ropy  and  very  oflenE ve 
todtcfraell,  for  above  fix  weelttfuteculveiy.  Wbeorbit  cruel  com- 
modore fct  fail  with  hit  fleet,  confining  of  about  two  hundred  fail  of 
merchantmen,  and  feven  men  of  war,  tor  Hifpaniola,  another  si  eroel 
fupplied  hit  place.  On  Sanday  eve  he  feat  obi  a  yawl  with  orderi 
for  ah*  the  cartcli  to  unbend  their  faili.  Wt  did  as  dWted;  and  00 
Monday  loorninjhii  men  rjineiii  their  long  boats  and  Carried  all  ow 
flail  on  fhore,  into  thegviifou,  which  furprued  ui  to  the  lad  degree, 
at  we  hid  been  detained  To  long  and  lived  in  expedition  of  ogr  palt 
porn  every  day.  At  this  unhappy  Juneuire  ctptaJn  Robert  Man, 
who  wai  coinntaaler  of  the  LauacefioOi  ww  taken  Violently  ill  of  • 
fever  j  and,  MtwirhfiandW  inierceffion  «U  made  (hat  he  ought  be 
removed  on  more,  aa  the  n^,  on  bosrd  affoflcd  hia  head  too  much  < 
yet  the  favour  wu  inhu^a,,)-  imied  him.  and  to  every  officer  is 
the  Slip  befidM.1*  . 

2  Whole 
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*Mf  taTra-waar^Iueed  tpaflKs^cept  a  few:  b«iMi*gs 
tfl  the  caresagc,  near  ihe  cpUft  jh>4  quUofia-houfe,  woicll 
yer*  fortunately  prcfervqd  merely  £>y  tike great  exortioos  ff 
t^e cheers  and  tnen,  fen t  from  the  ibip.iiftdcr  M«.  Man's 
command.  Tfaf^t^dfulco^il^gratifiA^kfJxcsootwMb^ 
ltaading  every  poilible  effort  was  m»Je  by  the  rqar-ad«ir»l 
to  pjit  a  ftoy  to  k.  livery  humane  attention  was  f aid  by» 
hiru  to  the  diilreffe*  of  the  unfortunate  luifef  e  tsrwhofe  wants) 
lie  endeavoured  to  alleviate  a  y!d  provide  far  by  every,  pojlrbld 
means  in  his  power.  Nevertheless  there  were  fiwne  perions 
ynjuft  enough  to  prefer  a  formal  complaint  agairrit  hint 
Xp  the  adinualtyrboard  charging  bun  W.i* h  wifooudijcl,  asai 
in  particular  with  having  thewn,  great  inattention  to  the 
diitrdles  of  the  people.  His  defence,  however,  inlhuuiji 
quieted  frith  fhallow  ill-founded  jajiimura,  it  appearing 
tQcce  was  not  the  fmaUefl  ftiadow  of  jeafen  Usa  could  ja 
any  degree  give  colour  Bo.  filch  a  report* ..  >   u: 

On  the  31ft  of  March,  1 775,  Mi.  Man  was  advanced 
to  be  yice-adtniial  of -the  blue-,.  M  he  was,  on  theimdvttn 
f  ebruary*  1770,  to  be  wce-idrairaj  of  the  whjte.  Some 
$rae  previous  to  this,  however,  be  wayappairitedtajxmH 
maud  an.  the  Mediterranean  datioa,  aa^bichoccafirmas 
bad  fus  flag.^a board  tjKMedw»y»ofiiwygwa..Tbf>ugt( 
the  force  under  hi 6  command  was,  as  Uctdhoirary,  in.*iuiB 
of  peace,  very.  kif(gWfl«uit,  be  bad^fMsdnsa  e»oagb:.-t» 
lender  himielt  highly  refpifled,  as  well  by  the  Spaniards, 
as  by  the  different  oarfaaay  .ftatos^  noWvaahtlanding  two.  or 
tbree  trivial  djffWWsaeauria^whichiHepi  redno  iBroilfider- 
ahle  lb*/,*  "f  firnjnefs  and  HsanagarMdt  foasto  eoaWe  him 
«9iaaintauibJlowjtpraBQr£aafequeiira  -iHe  returned  ta 
England  in,  the, beginning  of  tkaymp-.fjjH,  and'dldaor 
afterwards  accept  Many  command  */  &>  that  we  *  a*a  no- 
ibing.fa«her  to  a*Ia*e,w-ith  regaad.tc  hini,  except  bis  pi*»- 
0}<tu>rts,  wbtfb.*Bre,enlbe. iota  of  March,  1779V  w*#' 
vice-admiral  of  the  red  ;  and,  on  the  16th  of  Septcrnber, 
178a,  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue.  "He  died  in  the  year  1 783, 
revered  and  loved  brirb -as  a  gentleman-  andacornrrjande^r. 


■  •  In  the  month  af  April,  17;; 
cbmnrillignerstbrexeeni'-  -l  " 
ttd  Ac  bond  in  die  * 


«f  April. ,»779.  >  «•  wwiaiteAane  of 
ttctmagtbc  office  of  lord  biah  »dou«lr  Jwt  g 
beginning  of  the  taendt  of  September  1780. 
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MONTAGUE,  The  Honourable  William,--wasthe 
jecond  and  younger!  fon  of  Edward  Richard,  vifcounl 
Hinchinbroke*,  and  bis  lady,  Elizabeth  Popham,  only 
daughter  to  Alexander  Popham,  of  Littlecote,  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  efq.  Having  betaken  himfelf  to  the 
fea-fervice,  he  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
-We  believe  under  captain  Robert  Longt.  This  gentle- 
man entertained  an  high  opinion  for  him ;  but  obferving  in 
him  a  too  gallant  fpirit,  which  at  times  rofe  to  an  appear- 
ance rather  romantic  for  a  moderate  and  prudent  man  to 
difplay,  diftinguilhed  him,  on  all  occasions,  by  the  familiar 
appellation  of  his  Dragon.  He  was  promoted  by  com-  ■ 
modore  Warren,  at  that  time  commander-in-chief  of  the 
expedition  againft  Louifburg,  to  be  captain  of  the  Mer- 
maid, his  commiflion  to  that  {hip  bearing  date  May  the 
23d,  1745},  He  was  the  perfon  afterwards  chofen  to  be 
the  herald  of  the  fuccefg  to  England,  where  he  arrived,  after 
an  expeditious  paflagt,  on  the  20th  of  July,  and  was  im- 
mediately appointed  to  the  Prince  Edward ;  as  he  was,  in  the 
month  of  July,  1746,  to  the  Briftol.  Hitherto  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  opportunity  of  manifefting  that 
natural  intrepidity  all  who  knew  him  admit  him  to  have 
poueued :  but  in  the  following  year,  he  then  commanding1 
the  Briftol,  as  indeed  he  continued  to  do  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war,  was  prefent  with  Mr.  Anton  at  the 
defeat  and  capture  of  De  la  Jonquierc's  fouadron,  and 
contributed  all  that  was  poflible  for  him  towards  the  glo- 
rious fuecefs  then  obtained.  He  afterwards,  on  the  27th 
of  February,  1747,  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  very 
Valuable  French  regifter  ihip,  called  ■the  Union,  hound 
from  .the  Havannah  to  Cadiz,  having  on  board  360,000 
dollars,  befides  a  valuable  cargo  of  cochineal,' cocoa,  and 
other  commodities.  '  In  1748  the  Briftol  was  taken  into 
dock  to  be  refitted,  and  when  completed' captain  Monta- 


"  fildefl  Ton  m  Edward,  third  wl  «f  Suidwich. 
'  t  See  Biog.  Niv.  vol.  iv.  p.  i*£. 

%  \a  the  inoalb  of  November  following  he  was  returaed  to  parlia- 
ment u  one  of  (he  reprefeniacivn  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon,** 
the  room  of  W.  Mittnt-H,  efq.  deteafed;  and  at  the  tofuuig  elcQioa 
vaichofcu  far  the  borough  of  po!li«=y,  inCorawall. 
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,v  Google 


NAV-A1  OFFICIOS  OT  GREAT  BRITAIN.    "'  40l 

'£ue  was  re-appointed  to  her*.  He  remained Jiowever  in 
that  fhip  a  very  (hort  time,  and  was  fucceeded  by  captain 
John  Montague.  Some  indeed  doubt  whether  he  ever 
was  reappointed,  and  infill  it  is  a  miftake,  anting  merely 
from  the  fimilitude  ofhaines.  About  the  year  1755  Ke 
commanded  the  Cumberland,  it  third  rate,  at  firfr.  employed 
as  3  gnard-lhip  at  Chatham. 

No  public  mention,  after  the  time  laft  Mated,  is  made 
of  him  in  the  fervice,  from  which  he  was  matched  at  a 
very  early  period  of  his  life,  on  the  roth  t  of  February, 
1757.  He  married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Francis  Nai- 
,1our,  of  Oflbrd  Darcy,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  efg. 
but  died  without  iffiie.  The  whimfical  eccentricities  which 
pervaded  the  general  conduit  of  this  gentleman,  procured 
him,  both  in  and  out  of  the  fervice,  the  familiar  appel- 
lation of  Mad  Montague,  an  addition'  more  frequently 
ufed  than  it  otherwife,  perhaps,  would  have  been,  in  order 
todiftinguimhimfromcapt.J.  Montague,  of  whom  we  have 
hereafter  to  give  ibme  account.     Some  of  thefe  anecdotes 

•  'vV'hen  in  the  Well  Indies,  in  the  early  part  of  fail  life,  an 
affair,  very  difigreeable  10  captain  Montague,  unfortunately 
occurred ;— a  boat  paffing  his  fhip  in  the  night,  was  fired  ar,  by  hi* 
order,  io  compel  it  to  bring  to,  feme  iufpicion  being  entertained 
that  there  were  French  people  on  board.  Through  inattention  or 
CareleBnefs,  one  of  the  ftiot  10  fired,  wounded  a  negro  in  the  leg  (a 
terribly  that  he  died  the  next  morning.  Mr.  Knowles  thought  pro- 
per to  fnfpend  him  from  his  command  on  this  account ;  and,  as  it  Is 
bid,  not  only  refuted  to  allow  him  a  court-martial,  bnt  alfo  the  pri- 
vilege,, which  the  captain  eanieflly  rcquefled,  of  being  tried  by  the 
laws  of  the  ifland  of  Antigua,   where  the  unfortunate  accident  hap- 

.  This  unjufl  treatment  afterwards  underwent  a  legal  invc (ligation; 
and  Mr.  Montague,  With  that  honourable  and  generous  eccentricity 
which  io  firongly  marked  bis  charaSer,  was  contented  with  vindicat- 
ing his  own  honour,  and  proving,  to  the  fattlfeclion  of  the  court,  the 
ill  ufage  he  had  experienced;  for  though  it  was  fuppofed  very  confi- 
derable  damages  would  have  been  recovered  againtt  the  admiral,  the 
trial  was  prevented  from  regularly  proceeding  to  an  end,  the  counfel 

-for  Mr.  Montague  being  milructcd  by  him,  to  declare,  he  would  be 
fatijfied  with  a  ierdid  of  ten  guineas,  and  the  colls  of  fijit.  The  finti 
recovered  we  believe  to  have  been  afterwards  diilributcd  among  the 

■>iiftnfeni  in  the  marlhairca. 

j   .Mr.  Montague's  fuit  was  long  io  agitation,  and  not  finally  fettled 
«lf  the;  month  of  June  1752. 
.  f  Some  accounts  lay  the  5th;  Mr.  Hardy  the  11th. 

'    Vol.  V.  Cc  are 
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ire  almoft  too  extravagant  for  belief;  but  we  fliall  venture 
to  relate  two  or  three,  which  we  have  received  as  authentic 
from  per  foiis  of  too  much  veracity  to  have  them  queftioned 
for  a  moment.  —  In  coming  up  the  Channel  during  the 
time  he  commanded  the  Briftol,  he  fell  in  with  a  very 
numerous  fleet  of  outward-bound  Dutch  merchant-men. 
He  fired  at  feveral  in  order  to'  compel  them  to  bring 
to,  a  meafure  authorifed  by  cuftom  and  his  general 
inftruftions.  The  Dutch,  aided  by  a  fair  wind,  hoped 
by  its  afliftance  to  efcape  the  difagrecable  delay  of  being 
fearched  or  overhauled,  and  held  on  their  way :  captain 
Montague  purfued,  but,  on  overtaking  them,  took  no 
other  fatisfadtion  than  that  of  manning  and  fending  out 
his  two  cutters,  with  a  carpenter's  mate  in  each,  ordering 
them  to  cut  off  twelve  of  the  uglieft  heads  they  could 
find  in  the  whole  fleet,  from  among  thole  with  which,  as 
it  is  well  known,  thofe  people  are  accuftomed  to  ornament 
the  extremity  of  their  rudders.  When  thefe  were  brought 
on  board  he  caufed  them  to  be  difpofed  on  brackets  round 
his  cabin,  contrafting  them  in  the  mod  ludicrous  manner 
his  vein  of  humour  could  invent,  and  writing  under  them 
the  names  of  the  twelve  Czfars.    . 

Another  anecdote  is,  that  being  once  at  Lifbon,and  having 
got  into  a  night  affray  with  the  people  on  more,  he  received 
m  the  fcufflc  what  is  ufually  termed  a  black  eye.  On 
the  fucceediug  day,  previous  to  his  going  on  fhore,  he 
compelled  each  of  his  boats  crew  to  black  with  cork  one 
of  their  eyes,  fo  as  to  refemble  a  natural  injury;  the  liar- 
board  towers  the  right  eye,  the  larboard  rowers  the  left, 
and  the  cockfwain  both :  the  whiinflcal  effect  may  be 
eafily  conceived. 

When  under  the  orders  of  fir  Edward  Hawke,  in  1755, 
he  folicited  permiflion  to  repair  to  town.  The  admiral, 
aware  of  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a  requeft,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wiihing  to  palliate  refufal  by  impofing,  on  his  permif- 
lion, a  condition  he  conceived  impollible  to  be  undertaken, 
even  by  a  man  of  Mr.  Montague's  harmlefs,  tho'  extrava- 
gant turn  of  mind,  jefHngly  faid,  "  The  complexion  of 

:  affairs  was  fo  ferious  that  he  could  not  grant  him  leave  to 
go  farther  from  his  ftiip  than  where  his  barge  could  carry 

'  him."    Mr.  Montague,  not  to  be  foiled  or  abalhed,  is  faid 

to  have  immediate))'  Wpairad  to  Portfrnouth,  Where  he  gave 

orders 
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ordersibrtheconftruftidnofacarriageontrucks,tol)edrawa 
with  hbrfes,  on  which  he  meant  to  row  hisbarge ;  and  having 

fireviouQy  iiored  it  with  provifions  and  neceifaries  requi- 
ite  for  three  days,  to  proceed  to  London.  Having  Ialhe4 
it  to  the  carriage,  the  crew  was  inftrufied  to  imitate  the 
action  of  rowing  with  the  fame  folemnity  as  if  they  had 
been  actually  coming  into  the  harbour  from  Spithead.(  Sir 
Edward,  as  it  is  laid,  received  intelligence  of  his  intention 
foon  after  the  boat  and  its  contents  were  landed,  and  im- 
mediately fent  him  his  permifTion  to  proceed  to  London  in 
whatever  manner  he  thought  proper. 

A  variety  of  anecdotes  equally  ludicrous  might  be  ad- 
duced, but  the  foregoing  fpecimen  may,  not  improbably* 
be  deemed  fufncient. 

1  NOEL,  Thomas, — Is  no  way  mentioned  till  his  pro- 
motion, on  the  1 2th  of  November,  1745,  to  be  captain  of 
the  Greyhound  frigate.  In  this  (hip  he  was  in  the  enfuing 
year  employed  as  a  cruifer  off  the  coafl  of  Scotland,  an 
occupation  in  which  he  fignalifed  himfelf  as  defcribed 
beneath*.  In  1748  he  commanded  the  Severn,  of  fifty 
guns.  No  farther  mention,  is  made  of  him  till  we 
find  him,  in  1756,  captain  of  the  Princefs  Louifa,  of  fixty 
guns,  one  of  the  fhips  competing  the  fquadron  ordered  to 

*  "  Greyhound,  in  Alrofj  Bay,  May  the  4th,  1746. 
"  Upon  my  arrival  here  from  Ireland,  1  wai  informed  of  lord  Lou- 
doun's being  at  Sky,  whither  I  went  to  offer  him  my  affiftance,  I  at- 
tempted getting  to  the  northward,  but  wind  and  weather  would  not 
permit.  Upon  the  lit  ioltant  I  had  an  account  of  two  large  (hip*  be- 
ing at  Loch  Nova.  The  next  jnorning  at  daylight  I  weighed,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Baltimore,  and  kept  plying,  the  wind  being  contrary. 
In  the  evening  the  Terror  joined  me.  Next  morning  at  daybreak  wt 
flood  in  for  ihe  Loch,  and  a  little  after  four  I  crolted  pretty  ctofe  to 
the  commodore,  gave  him  a  broadfide,  and  (hen  flood  on  to  the  other. 
The  floopi  followed  my  example,  and  we  were  engaged  till  ninp 
o'clock,  when  our  maflj  and  rigging  were  fo  fluttered  that  the  fleofM 
were  not  capable  of  keeping  under  fail,  which  wat  ihc  only  mc-jns  by 
which  wecouldpropofeloannoythemby,aiwewerc^nferiortotheinin 
flrengtb.  One  of  [be  French  fhipi  carried  thirty  four  guns,  twenty 
four  of  which,  were  nine  pounden.  The  other  carried  thirty.| wo, 
twenty-lwo  of  which  were  nine-pounders.  Wherefore,  after  lying  at 
anchor  Conic  time,  and  havids  repaired  our  damages  at  well  at  we 
-could,  wc  made  fail  and  left  them,  and  are  now  refitting.  I  have  fent 
to  the  Furnace  and  Raven  to  join  me  ai  fuon  at  polfible,  and  hope  w« 
ILalt  flill  have  it  in  our  power  to  give  a  better  account  of  thsai." 

C  c  2  ■  '  ■   thi 
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tfte  Mediterranean  under  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  In 
jhis  fhip  he  unhappily  loft  his  life,  being  defperatdy 
wounded  in  (he  encounter  with  monf.  De  Gallifoniere  on 
the  1 9th  of  May.     He  died  on  the  5th  of  June  following. 

NUCELLA,  Timothy,  —  was  lieutenant  of  the  Port 
Mahon  in  1740,  and  of  the  Marlborough  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Mathews's  encounter  with  the  French  and  Spanifh 
fleets  off  Toulon  ;  he  was  confequently  one  of  the  perfons 
ordered  home  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trials  which  took  place 
in  confequence  of  that  event.  Previous,  however,  to  this, 
he  was  made  commander  of  the  Wolf  (loop;  and  on 
the  12th  of  April,  17+5,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Chichefter.  He  afterwards,  in  1746,  was  appointed 
to  the  York,  a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the 
fqtiadron  employed  in  the  Eaft  Indies  under  Mr. 
Criffin ;  and  on  the  trial  of  that  gentleman  gave  tefti- 
jnony  rather -unfavourable  to  him,  declaring  in-  pre- 
cife  terms,  "  that  if  the  fqur.dron  had  been  under  his 
command  he  fhould  certainly  have  put  to  fea  and  endea- 
voured to  engage  the  enemy."  In  the  mouth  of  July 
J752,  he  .was  appointed  captain  of  the  Hind;  and  after 
Jiaving  ferved  fometime  in  Europe  in  that  ftation,  was,  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1755,  ordertd  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
where  he  died  on  the  4th  of  April,  1756. 

NUTT,  Juftinian,  —  ferved  as  mafter  of  the  Cen- 
turion, under  Mr.  Anfon,  during  the  early  part  of  his 
voyage  round  the  world.  In  the  courfe  of  it  -he  was 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  was  promoted, 
jfi  the  month  of  March  1745,  to  be  commander 
of  the  Ta'viftock  (loop.  He  was  removed  from  this 
Veflel,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  following,  to.be  captain  of  a 
fmall  frigate,  called  the  Grand  Turk,- a  French  prize 
purchafed  into  the  fervice.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1748  he  commanded  a'  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  faid  to 
have  been,  as  the  (loop  juft  mentioned,  called  the  Tavi-' 
flock.  Thjs.  was  one -of  the  fqtiadron  fent  into  the  bay 
under  the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Hawke ;  but  no  other 
particular  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  current 
"year.  At  the  very  commcnceiricnt  ot  the  en!uingvhe  was 
coin  milTi  one  d  to  the  Anfon,  a  guard-fhip,  of  fixty-four 
guns,  .Rationed  at  Portfmouth  ;  where,  in  the  month  of 
June  following,  he  was  one  of  the  members  compofing 
the  court-martial  held  on  captain  Obrien  Dudley,  captain 
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of-  the  Chefttrfield,  and  on-  thofe  fubfequently  held  eft 
Coachman  the  lieutenant,  and  others,  who  had  piratically 
taken  poffeffion  of  that  fhip  when  the  captain  was  on  fhore. 

No  farther  mention  is  made  of-him  as  an  officer  in 
active  fervice.  In  the  month.of  Auguft  1749  he  married 
Mifs  Cook,  a  young  lady  of  Winchefter,  with  whom -he 
is  {aid  to  have  acquired  a  fortune  of  i  0,000 1.  In  the 
year  1754  he  quitted  the  fervice  altogether  on  being  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  captains  of  Green wich-hofpital.  This 
honourable  retirement  he  did  not  long  live  to  enjoy, 
dying  on  the  nth  of  December,  1758. 

OBRIEN,  Lucius, — was  the  fon  of  captain  Cbrifto- 
pher  Obrien,  of  whom  fome  account  has  been  already 
given,  vol.  iv.  p.  48.  Having,  after  the  example  of  his 
father,  betaken  himfelf  to  a  maritime  life,  he  was,  about 
the  month  of  September  1740,  promoted  to  be  comman- 
der of  a  floop  of  war :  he  Was,  however,  only  commander 
acting  by  older,  for  almoft  immediately  afterwards  he 
returned  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  ferved  on  board  the 
Shrewfbury  during  thfe  expedition  againft  Carthagena  !d 
1741.  He  fignalifed  himfelf  very  much  in  the  aifault  of 
flie  Boca  Chica  cattle;  and  afterwards  in  the  attack  of 
the  Spanilh  admiral's  fhip,  the  Gallicia,  he  being,  as  is  ■ 
confidently  reported,  the  firff  perfon  who  boarded  her. 
After  this  we  find  him,  id  1744,  commander  of  the 
Portfmouth  ftorefhip.  He  was  from  this  veflel  promoted, 
*  on  the  3d  of  December,  1745,  to  be  captain  of  the  Sheer- 
nefs  frigate;  in  which  veflel  he  was  immediately  after- 
wards ordered  to  the  coaft  of  Scotland.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  April  following  he  had  the  happinefs  of 
effecting  a  very  fignal  piece  of  fervice  by  the  re-capture 
of  the  Hazard  floop  of  war,  which  had  been  made  prize 
of  by  the  rebels,  and  was  then  called  the  Prince  Charles. 
This  veflel,  after  repairing  to  France,  was  on  its  return- 
from  thence  with  a  Aim  of  money  for  the  payment  of  the 
rebel  forces,  and  a  confiderable. number  of  veteran  officers 
from  the  French"  fervice  to  head  and  direct  them,  both 
which  the  pretender's  party  flood  much  in  need  of. 

Captain  Obriei*  after  a  long  chace  of  nearly  fixty 
leagues,  drove  this  veflel  on  fhore  upon  a  loyal  part  of  the 
coaft,  where  the  officers  and  crew  landing  with  the 
treaftire  in  hopes  of  forming  a  junction  with  their  friends, 
were  all  of  them  captured,  together  with  'he  wealth,  the 
C  c  3  very 
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•very  ftnewj  of  war,  which  theywifhed  to  proteft.  Nor 
was  this  the  whole  of  Mr.  Obrien's  fuccdvfor  a  few  days 
before,  he.  had  taken  poffeffion  of  a  (hip  from  Bofton,  in 
New  England,  which  having  fome  arms  and  ammunition 
on  board,  was,  by  the  captain,  treacherously  put  into  pof- 
feffion of  the  rebel  adherents  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
No  farther  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  dif  cover 
the  fervices  on  which  he  was  employed,  or  the  names  of 
the  fliips  he  commanded,  except  that,  in  1746,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Colchefter.  We  remain  in  the  fame 
(late  of  ignorance  concerning  him  during  the  whole  of  the 
peace  which  enfued,  nor  have  we  any  juft  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that,  in  that  period,  he  held  any  command.  At  the 
recommencement  of  the  war  with  France,  in  1756,  he  was 
again  appointed  to  the  Colchefter,  of  fifty  guns,  in  which 
ihip,  having  the  Lyme,  a  twenty-gun  (hip,  commanded 
by  captain  Edward  Vernon  in  company,  he  fell  in  with, 
on  the  1 7th  of  May,  two  French  flnps  of  war,  one  called 
the  Aquilon,  of  fifty-eight  guns,  commanded  by  monfieur 
De  Maurvillc;  and  the  Fidel le,  of  thirty-two  guns,  by 
inonfieur  De  Litarduis.  Notwithstanding  the  fupertority 
of  the  French,  the  Engliih  captains  did  not  decline  the 
con  t  eft ;  a  long  and  fpinted  encounter  topk  place,  which, 
though  highly  honourable  to  the  latter,  did  not  end  fo 
fuccefsfully  as  their  gallantry  merited,  owing  to  the  dis- 
abled fiate  of  their  mails  and  rigging  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  action  *,  a  circumftance  by  no  means  uncommon 
in  encounters  of  this  nature. 

Notw}th- 

*  No  particular  account  of  this  iranfaQion  ever  hiving  been  offici- 
ally publifhed,  we  have  thought  fit  to  sdd  the  following  letter,  written 
on  board  the  Colchefler  foon  after  the  action,  inafmuch  as,  though  it 
has  been  already  printed,  few  perfom  probably  may  haw  feen  it,  and 
it  contains  a  complete  refutation  of  many  infamous  afperfions  attempted 
to  be  raifed  agajnfl  the  character  of  Mr.  Obrieu. 

■*•  Colchefter,  at  fea,  June  ao,  1756.  * 
"  The  Lyme,  captain  Vernon ;  and  the  Colchefter,  captain  Obriei|, 
were  ordered,  by  admiral  Bofcawen,  from  the  fleet,  to.cruize  together 
on  the  coaft  of  Brittany,  and  fcarce  a  day  paft  but  we  either  burnt  or 
/unit  fome  French  veuel.  On  the  17th  of  May,  in  the  morning,  we  took 
a  French  fno  w  laden  with  deals  and  refin.  Ac  officer  waf  lent  on  board 
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Notwithflandtng  the  affair  juft  mentioned  was  highly 

honourable  to  the  commanders  concerned,  there  were  not 

wanting 

to  bum  her ;  -while  be  was  doing  it,  the  man  it  the  matt-head  called 
down,  thit  he  fiw  a  tail  in  the  offing;  upon  which  captain  Obrien 
bailed  captain  Vernon  and  defired  him  to  make  Tail,  tod  that  he  would 
follow,  which  be  did  with  all  the  Tail  he  could  make.  So  loon  ai  the 
officer  waa  returned  from  burning  the  velfel,  and  our  boat  hoifted  in,  a 
fecond  Tail  waa  efpicd  by  the  mad  at  the  matt-head,  and  at  half  paft  eleven 
A.M.wedilcovcred  they  were  enemies,  as  they  alfo  did  at  the  fame  time 
with  refpect  to  us,  making  a!J  the  tail  they  poffibly  could  fct  to  get  from 
us,  with  top-gallant  royals.lower,  top-mad,  and  top  gallant  Iteermg  fails, 
keeping  ail  full.  Seeing  they  could  not  weather  uion  the  other  utk, 
fomcumes  they  bore  away  two  or  three  points,  then  hauled  their  wind ; 
but  finding  we  gained  on  them  fall,  and  that  it  waiimpolEbletoefcape 
as,  they  fluutened  fail  by  degrees,  till  they  were  under  their  three  top* 
fails,  when  they  hoifled  their  colours  and  kept  clofe  together.  We  did 
the  fame  ;  and  as  we  neared  them  faw  plainly  the  name  of  each  Slip 
wrote  on  their  Hern;  the  firft  called  La  Fiddle,  of  thirty. two  gunt; 
the  other  L'Aouilloo,  of  fifty-eight,  which  we  counted  very  diftinflly : 
the  latter  having  eleven  guna  below  on  a  fide,  twelve  on  her  upper  . 
deck,  four  on  her  quarter  deck,  and  two  on  her  foreeaOlc,  with  a  great 
number  of  men  at  (mall  armi  in  her  topi,  poop,  quarter-deck,  and 
jarecafile.  We  had  a  clear  Ihip  fore  and  aft,  and  every  thing  ready 
for  aflion,  with  colours  (lying,  '  our  people  in  great  fpirita   save 


three  cheers,  aa  did  the  Lyme's  people  alfo.  The  French  indeed  an- 
fwered  ut,  but  it  wai  very  faintly.  Our  captain'*  intention  waa  10 
have  gone  between  the  two  enemy's  (hips,  and  to  have  given  them  each 


broadlide :  but  they  kept  too  clofe  for  lis  to  put  that  fcheme  in 
coition ;  we  therefore  took  the  firfl  of  the  Fiddle,  referring  ours  tor 
the  Aquillon,  which  wai  tbe  headmoft  (hip :  and  at  half  an  hour  paft 
Eve  in  the  evening,  being  clofe  upon  her  weather  quarter,  fhe  gave 
us  her. whole  broadlide  below  and  aloft,  as  did  the  Fiddle  alfo  at  the 
fame  time.  We  immediately  returned  it  with  our  whole  fire  at  the", 
Aquillon,  as  did  the  Lyme  at  the  other.  The  third  broadlide  we  receiv- 
ed, mod  unluckily  cut  our  tiller  rope,  great  part  of  the  (leering  wheel 
and  lead  trumpet,  fo  that  our  fhip  dircflly  came  round  too:  upon  which 
the  Aquillon  put  her  helm  bard  a  weather,  and  raked  m  fore  and  aft. 
Perceiving  fomelhiug  extraordinary  bad  happened  on  board  us  they 
let  down  their  fore-fail  and  bore  away,  with  defijjn,  as  we  fuppofed,  to 
aHift  their  eomrade,then  warmly  engaged  with  ihcLyme  at  fomedi  fiance: 
but  we  foon  got  tackles  upon  out  tiller  below,  Ouvered  our  after  fails, 
put  our  helm  tport,  and  following  her,  got  between  the  two  ene- 
my's (hips,  and  on  the  Aquillon't  lee  bow.  Steering  from  bow  to  bow, 
we  gave  her  five  (mart  broadfides,  mod  of  which  raked  her  fore  and 
aft,  and  fa  near  as  to  be  altnod  on  board  each  other ;  our  yard  arms 
very  near  touching  her).  We  then  exchanged  band  granadoes  for 
fome  lime  from  our  topi ;  and  one  of  herl  falling  on  our  forecasts 
^lew  Up  a  great  number  of  mufket  cartridges,  bat  happily  did  no  great 
^■~  ■  C  c  4  atifchief. 
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wanting  thofe  who  tnfidioufly  and  wickedly  endeavoured; 

to  traduce  their  conduct,  mote  particularly  that  of  Mr. 

Obrien. 

Illifctiicf.  When  we  raked  her  file  was  (iltnt,  and  for  (bme  lime  did. 
not  Urea  gnn;  her  en/j^n  being  foul,  our  people  gave  three  cheers 
thinking  (lie  had  (Ir.uck  ;  upon:  which  the  Aquillon  put  her  helm  alee, 
hiwled  up  her  forefai)  (for  we  Were  then  going  large)  and  began  to 
fi»c  again.  At  this  time  our  braces,  bowlings,  &c.  being  mofl  ofthem 
ftot  away,  we  got  down  our  fleering  fail  racks  for  braces,  and  bawled 
upon  awlHd;  but  Jbe  got  upon  the  weather  gage  of  us,  which  we 
could  never  after  recover.  We  now  reeved  a  new  tiller  rope,  but  it- 
proved  too  (hort,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  reeve  the  mizco-iheet.  for 
a,  tiller  rape,  and"  pirt  a  luff  tackle  in  lieu;  we  continued  engaging 
Bboul  point  blank  mulket  (hot  (the,I. vine  and  Fidelle  alfo  Hill  engaged, 

■;  batata  considerable  diflanee  from  us).  The  great  quantity  or  bar 
ihot,  piece's  of  old  iron  bars,  &c.  which  the  French  fired  in  upon  us, 
■Ore  Our  fails  ami  rigging  all  to  (hat ten,  our  mizxen  top-fail  warn  down; 
the  (heels,  flopprrs  aa'd  (lings  entirely  (hot  away,  atid  the  mizzertai!  in 
rags.  In  fhort,  every  thing 'was  fo  lorn  and  cut  to  pieces,  that  we 
had  not'the  (hip  under  the  leafl  command ;  luckily  for  us,  it  was  film 
weather  and  finooth  watet,  or  we  mull  have  loft  all  our  marls,  they  being.- 
Very  much  wounded,  and  fearer  a  whole  (hroud  left  to  fecure  them. 
We  Faw,  before  dark,  two  of  the  Aonillon's  ports  beat  into. one,  and' 
•boot  ten  o'clock  feveia]  great  exploit ons  on  board  her.  We  were  fo 
Itear  (h«t  tbe  wads  from  each  (hip  fell  on  the  deck  on  fire,;  and  one' 

'  from,  her  gum  came  into  an  upper  deck  port  of  ours,  beat  a  cartridge 
of  powder  out  of  the  man's  hand  that  wat  going  to  put  it  into  the  gun ; 
>t  let  lire  to  fome  others,  and  blew  up  all  the  people  near  that  gun: 
in  a  terrible  manner.  Other  wads  fet  fire  to  our  hammocks  on  the 
poop,  but  it  was  happily  foon  extinguiflicd.  Thus  we  continned  to 
engage  till  half  pad  twelve  at  night,  when  the  Aquillon  haw  led  on 
board  her  fore  tack,  fet  all  the  fail  (he  could,  kept  dole  upon  a  wind, 
and  left  us  in  fuch  a  li'tuation  that  it  was  impoifible  fotusto  Follow  her. 
The  Lyme  and  Fidelle  had  left  off  engaging  about  an  hour  and  half 
before  us.  Betides  the  (haltered  condition  of  our  fails,  malls  and 
ligging,  we  received  feveral  (hot  between  wind  and  water-,  and  were 
obliged  to  turn  our  people  from  tbe  guns  to  pump  (hip.  far  we  made 
four  feet  water  an  hour,  and  heeled  (hip  to  (top  our  Itaks  with  plugs 
and  tallow.  All  the  remaining  part  of  tbe  night  and  next  day  we 
were  employed  in  knotting,  fplicing,  and  reeving  new  rigging,  and 
bending  other  fails.  Our  officers  and  men  behaved  well  and  in  high 
fpirits  during  the  whole  engagement;,  but  our  guns  were  very  weakly 
manned,  our  people  being  obliged  to  help  each  other  to  run  them  out 
when  loaded,  and  were  all  very  much  fatigued,  having  been  up  thirty- 
live  hours.  '  We  had  no  more  than  four  men  killed  on  the  (pot,  and 
thirty. five  wounded,  feveral  OF  whom  irefince  dead  of  r  heir-  wounds, 
and  others  not  expefted  to  recover :  The  Aquillon  (by  the  account- 
Ire' have  of  a  Danifh  (hip  from  France)  had  upwards  of  fitly  killed  and 
1  groat  number  wound*!,  aod  went  into  Rocbfert  with  great  difficulty, 
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©brien.  They  fbjove  to  inculcate  an  opinion  that,  terri- 
fied- by  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  he  ftrove  to  avoid 
the  conteft,  which,  had  it  been  vigoroufly  and  ably  con- 
ducted, would  undoubtedly  have  ended  in  the  capture  of 
both  the  enemy's  (hips.  Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the 
truth ;  he  is  known  to  have  expreffed,  from  the  firft 
pigment  of  discovering  the  fuppofed  fuperioriiy  of. the 
antagoniits,  the  higheft  Satisfaction  at  the  profpeS:  of 
gaining  honour  from  that  cir*:iim  fiance  ;  and  was  fo  bent 
on  having  the  action  continued  even,  to  the  Iaft  extremity, 
that  he  told  the  firft  lieutenant,  "  Yon,  fir,  as  next  to  me 
in  command,  mult  take  charge  of  the  fhip  in  cafe  I 
jfhould  be  killed  in  the  action,  or  fo  wounded  as  to  be 
pbliged  to  quit  the  deck.  My  pofitive  orders  are,  that 
you  never  fufter  the  colours  to  be  (truck,  while  there  re- 
gains a  poffjbility  of  keeping  the  Oiip  above  water."  la 
1757  he  accompanied  commodore  Stevens,  in  his  way  to 
India,  as  far  as  St.  Helena;  from  whence  he  returned 
back  to  England,  we  believe  with  a  convoy. 
-  This  gentleman  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Effac, 
of  fixty-four  guns;  in  which  fhip  we  find  him,  in  1759, 
■serving  in  the  main  or  Channel  fleet  under  the  orders  of 
fir  Edw.  Llawke.  After  having  borne  a  ibare  in  the  me- 
morable defeat  of  the  marquis  de  Con  flans,  in  the  month  of 
November,  being  on  the  following  day  ordered,  by  fignai 
from  the  admiral,  to  purfue  the  Solid  Royal,  which, 


being  much  (haltered  in  her  hull.  The  difp  report  ion  of  the  tilled 
and  wounded  between  us  and  the  French  may  be  eaGly  accounted  for, 
by  considering,  thai  it  is  their  continual  praclice  to  fire  at  our  millj 
and  rigging,  in  order  todifable  our  (hips  that  way,  and  that  they  have 
generally  altnolt-  double  the  number  of  men.  In  this  attion  we  fired 
upwards  oTforty  broadfides,  all  well  expended:  not  a  fingle  eon  fired,  but 
fo  near  is  to  do  execution  on  the  enemy  wherever  ir  took  place,  and 
everything  conducted  with  as  little  noile  and  confulion'  as  poflihle 
during  the  whole  engagement,  which  was  full  fix  hours  and  half. 
After  this  it  might  be  expeQed  we  (lion Id  immediately  bave  (leered 
CpT  fame  port,  (as  we  find  the  Lyme  did)  but  our  captain  judged  it 
Store  the  duty  of  an  officer  10  do  bis  utmpft  10  rejoin  h|s  admiral, 
which  we  did,  and  had  the  carpenters  from  every  fhip  in  the  fleet  to 
fix  our  mathr,  yards,  &c.  and  repair  our  hull ;  when  we  have  received 
a  frefh  fupply  of  floret  and  ammunition,  I  do  fuppofe  we  fhall  make 
out  tha  time  (iril  intended  for  our  crura." 

under 
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under  cover  of  the  night,  had  anchored  in  the  midft  of 
the  Buiilh  fleet,  in  attempting  to  execute  thefe  orders  the 
EiTex  unfortunately  ran  on  a  fhoal,  called  the  Four, 
where,  notwithstanding  every  poflible  affiftance  was  given, 
(he  was  totally  loft ;  a  part  of  the  (tares,  and  the  whole  of 
the  crew  were,  however,  taken  on  board  different  fhips  of 
the  fquadron,  except  one  boat,  with  a  lieutenant  and  as 
many  of  the  crew  as  it  could  contain,  which  was  driven 
on  the  French  coaft,  where  they  were  made  prifoners. 

Captain  Obrien  was  early  in  the  entiling  yea'r  appointed 
to  the  Temple,  of  feventy  guns.  He  was  ordered  almoft 
immediately  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  having  the  Griffin,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  under  his 
orders,  he  diftinguiihed  himfelf  very  particularly  in  the 
attack  and  capture  of  a  confiderable  number  of  French 
privateers,  which  he  cut  out  from  under  the  guns  of 
Martinico.  The  following  are  the  leading  circumflances 
of  the  event:  having  received  information  that  the  Virgin, 
formerly  a  Britilh  (loop  of  war,  and  three  privateers  car- 
rying twelve  guns'and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty ' 
men  each,  were  in  Petit  Havre  bay,  he  proceeded  thither, 
in  company  with  the  Griffin,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  captain 
Taylor,  and  after  a  brifk  attack,  which  continued  feveral 
hours,  fucceeded  in  cutting  them  out,  notwithflanding 
they  wereprotefted  by  three  forts,  one  mounting  eight 
twenty-four  and  thirty-two  pounders ;  a  fecond  having  fix 
twelve  and  eighteen  pounders ;  and  a  third,  which  flanked 
the  entrance  of  the  bay,  with  t'wo  batteries  mounting 
two  guns  each,  The  forts  themfelves  were  totally  de- 
mounted, their  defences  being  beaten  down  into  the  Tea. 
Not  content  with  this  fuccefs,  they  afterwards  attacked 
another  fort  on  the  fame  ifland,  mounting  fix  twenty-four 
pounders,  without  much  difficulty  they  completely  de- 
stroyed it,  and  carried  ofif  three  more  (lout  (hips  which  de- 
pended on  it  for  protection.  To  crown  the  whole,  on. 
their  return  they  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  thirteen  victuallers, 
which  they  captured  and  carried  into  Antigua  with  them, 
Shaving  had  only  two  men  killed  and  eight  wounded  during 
this  very  fuccefsful  though  (hort  expedition. 

Wifhing  to  rehire  *to  Europe  towards  the  conclufion 
of  the  war,  he  remo*3  into  the  Woolwjch,  of  forty-four 
guns ;  and  arrived  apSpitheid  in  the  month 'of  September 
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1762,  with  commodore  fir  James  Douglas  and  *  convoy*. 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  held  any  farther  command 
till  the  year  1768,  when  he  was  commilTioned  to  the 
Solebay,  a  cruifing  frigate  of  twenty-eight  guns.  Previous, 
however,  to  this  he  had,  in  1766,  a  penfion  of  I  col.  a 

J  ear  fettled  on  him,  in  addition  to  his  half-pay,  he  having 
oft  the  ufe  of  his  right  arm.  On  the  18th  of  October, 
1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white; 
but  did  not  long  furvive  his  promotion,  dying  on  the  17th 
of  December  following,  though  Mr.  Hardy  aflerts  on 
the  13th  of  July  in  the  enfuing  year. 

ORME,  Richard, — We  know  nothing  of  this  gentle- 
man  previous  to  his  advancement,  on  the  20th  of  Auguft, 
1745,  to  be  captain  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  at  that  time 
the  Guardfliip  at  the  Nore.  In  the  month  enfuing  we 
find  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court- 
martial  held  on  board  the  London,  at  Chatham,  for  the 
trial  of  the  captains  charged  with  mifbehaviour  in  the 
battle  fought  off  Toulon ;  as  he  alfo  was,  in  1 746,  of  that 
held  for  the  trials  of  the  admirals.  No  farther  mention 
being  made  of  him,  we  are  unacquainted  not  only  with 
the  fubfequent  Cervices  on  which  he  was  employed,  but 
even  of  the  mips  he  commanded.  We  only  know  him 
riot  to  have  been  in  commiftioh  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
war,  and  to  have  died  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1764. 

RICH,  Edward. — We  find  this  gentleman,  in  the  laltef 
part  of  the  year  1743,  commander  of  the  Baltimore  iloop 
of  war.  He  was  ordered  out  in  the  month  of  December 
on  a  cruife  off  Oporto;  and  when  on  his  paflage  to  the 
appointed  ftation,  fell  in  with  and  captured  a  Spanifh  pri- 
vateer, mounting  fix  carriage  and  fourteen  fwivel  guns. 

*  To  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  which  he  paid  particular  atten- 
tion, an  attention,  i(  fho'uld  feem,  ill  requited,  as  appear)  by  the 
fallowing  letter  to  the  i'ecretary  to  the  admiralty. 

"  I  am  lorry  I  bave  occtlion  to  fay  it,  but  Gncc  I  hive  been  in  the 
fervice,  and  thu  t»  the  thirteenth  convoy  1  have  been  with  this  war,  I 
never  faw  mallet  1  of  incrcham-ihius  behave  fo  ill,  and  with  fucb 
difregard  to  (ignals  aiidhis  majeily's colour);  fo  that,  with  the alEflance 
of  the  Crefcent  and  Falkland,  we  tpuld  not  keep  them  in  order;  nor 
did  tbey  ever  obey  a  Ggnal  thai  vu  doe  repeated  more  than  once. 
The  gunner*!  expense  will  (how  how  great  hai  been  the  confiunptioa 
Of  powder." 

He 
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He  remained  on  the  fame  ftation  feveral  months,  and  in, 
the,  month  of  July  diftinguiflied  himfelf  highly  in  an  en- 
counter with  a  French  privateer 'of  equal  force*.  He 
was  foon  after  his  return  to  England,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the 
28th  of  January,  1745,  promoted  from  the  Baltimore  to 
be  captain  of  the  Bridgewaler,  of  twenty  guns.  We  have 
no  farther  intelligence  concerning  this  gentleman,  except 
what  we  derive  from  a  memorandum  affixed  to  his  name 
in  Mr.  Hardy's  lift  of  naval  captains..  By  that  we  ar,o 
informed  that  he  quitted  the  Bridgewater  in  a  manner  by 
no  means  correct,  or,  as  Mr.  Hardy  exprefles  himfelf,  ran 
away  from  that  (hip;  but  afterwards  was  appointed  cqp- 
tain  of  the  Milford.  Hq  died  in  England  on  the  26th  of 
July,  1753. 

ROSEWELL,  Henry,— was,  on  the  21ft  of  July, 
1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lively.  ThjsgenT 
tleman  is  in  the  fame  predicament  with  many  others 
already  mentioned,  in  refpect.  to  our  total  want  of  infor- 
mation relative  to  him.  We  know  him  only  to  have 
been  employed  during  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fucceed-. 
ing  war,  and  not  to  have  attained  to  the  rank  of  a  flag- 
pmcer  even  on  the  fuperannuated  lift.  He  died  on  the 
gth  of  May,  1771,  ftill  continuing  on  the  lift  of  captains, 
though  fenior  to  many  who  had  been  advanced  to  the  rank 
pf  admirals. 

ROUS,  John. — This  gentleman  was  by  birth  an 
American;  and  having  rifen  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  quitted  for  a  time  his  majefty's  fervice  and  took 
the  command  of  a  private  (hip  of  war  fitted  out, from 
New  England.  ,  We  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any 

*  Of  which  the  following  particulars  arc  given  officially. 
"  Being  on  a  crutfe  off  Oporto  on  the  8th  of  July,  he  was  chafed 
bya  fnow,  but  coming  almofl  within  gun.fliot,  and.  perceiving  the 
-  Baltimore  not  to  be  a  mcrchant-fhip,  fhe  bawled  her  wind.  Capt.  Rich 
however  outfailed  her  fo  much,  that  in  an  hour  he  came  within  piftol- 
fhot  of  her  and  fired  a  fliot  to.  bring  her  to,  which  fhe  anfwered  with 
a  broadfide.  Captain  Rich  then  ran  alongside  of  her,  and  after  an 
engagement  of  two  hours,  yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  fhe  flrucfc  her 
colours.  She  proved  a  French  fnow  privateer  of  ten  carriage,  guns, 
fpur-pounders,  and  ninety.fix  men.  She  is  called  the  Nympo,  Sued, 
out  fromBourdeaux,  Abraham 'Vernue.il  commander.  The  Baltimore, 
had  one  man  killed  and  pne  wounded,  and  the  pr«e  had  fifteen  killed 
and  wounded."    •'*■"■  '"•.,' 

fubfe- 
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fubfequent  information  concerning  him,  except  that  hav- 
ing diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  this  occupation  (b  highly,  as 
to  attract  the  notice  of  fir  Peter  Warren,  who,  in  1745, 
was  commodore  of  the  armament  feitt  againft  Lotiifburg; 
he  was  by  Jiim  promoted  to  be  a  commander  in  the  navy, 
and,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1745,  advanced  to  be 
captain  of  the  Shirley  galley.  This  veflel  was  the  fame 
he  had  before  commanded  as  a  privateer;  it  was  afterwards 
hired  into  the  fervice  as.an  armed  ihip  on  the  floop  eftab- 
lifh  merit;  and,  laftly,  put  on  the  higher  fooling  of  a  poft- 
fliip,  or  frigate. 

Immediately  after  peace  had  taken  place  we  find  a 
gentleman  of  the  fame  name  appointed  captain  of  the 
Albany  floop.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable  he  was  the 
fame  perfon,  for  many  inftances  occur  of  a  port  captain 
having,  in  time  of  peace,  accepted  of  fuch  inferior  com- 
miflions.  In  1755,  on  the  profpeel  of  a  rupture  with 
France,  and  being  then  captain  of  the  Succefs,  a  (hip  of 
twenty-two  guns,  he  was  ordered  to  North  America,  and 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  very  highly  in  the  naval  department 
of.an  expedition,  made  againft  the  French  fettlement  of 
Beaufejour,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Monkton. 
.  In  the  month  of  July  he  was  equally  fortunate  in  3 
fecond  enterprize,  conduced,  by  himfelf  only,  againfl'the 
French  fettletnents  on  St.  John's  river*.  We  believe 
him  to  have  continued  on  the  American  ftation  a  consi- 
derable time,'  as  we  find  htm,  in  1757,  employed  in  the 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  dated  July  the 

-i8tb,-i7M. 
™  The  French  have  abandoned  their  fori  at  St.  John'i  River,  and 
a!  far  m  in  their  power  dcmolilhed  it.  As  foon  as  the  fort*  uppn  the 
Iflhmui  were  taken,  captain  -Rous  failed  from  thence,  with  three 
twenty-gun  Ihipi  anil  a  Doop  lo  look  into  St.  John's  River,  where  it 
was  reported  (hers  were  two  French  Ihips  of  thirty-fix  guns  each.  He 
anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  fent  his  boats  to  reconnoitre  : 
they  found  no  Ihips  there ;  but  on  their  appearance  the  French  burft  iheir 
Cannon,  blew  up  their  magazine,  burned  every  thing  they  could  be- 
longing to  the  fort,  and  marched  off.  The  next  morning  the  Indiana 
invited  captain  Rous  on  Ihoic,  gave  him  the  flrongeft  affurance*  of 
their  defire  to  make  peace  with  the  Englilb;  and  pleaded,  in.  their 
behalf,  that  they  had  refufed  to  alEft  the  French  upon  this  ocraGon, 
though  earncilly  preffed  by  them.  Some  of  their  chief)  are  expected 
■t  Halifax  in  a fewdayii" 
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fame  fliip  under  Mr.  Holburne ;  who,  immediately  after 
his  arrival  on  that  Ration,  Tent  him  out  for  the  purpofe  of 
collefling  intelligence  *  relative  to  the  iituation  and  force 
of  the  French  fleet  at  Louiiburg,  Immediately  after  his 
return  into  port  he  removed  into  the  Winchelfea,  of 
twenty-four  guns.  He  returned  to  England  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  year,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Sutherland, 
of  fifty  guns,  one  of  that  more  fuccefsful  armament  fent 
in  the  year  following,  againft  Louifburg,  under  the  Tame 
commander ;  and  is  mentioned  as  having  been  ordered  out 
from  Halifax,  previous  to  the  failing  of  the  fleet,  with 
inftrufiions  to  reconnoitre  Louifburg  harbour.  He  be- 
haved on  this  as  well  as  all  former  occafions  with  the 
higheft  credit  to  himfelf,  fo  that,  although  the  fcrvices  on 
which  he  was  employed  were  far  from  the  moil  enviable, 
no  man  acquired  a  fairer  reputation  both  for  gallantry 
and  general  conduct.  No  particular  mention  is  made 
is  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  employed  during  the 
year  1759 ;  nor,  indeed,  have  we  been  able  to  colled,  any 
other  intelligence  concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  at 
Portfmouth  on  the  3d  of  April,  1760,  having  continued 
captain  of  the  Sutherland  till  that  time. 

SPRY,  Sir  Richard,  —  was,  in  thejrear  1744,  com- 
mander of  the  Comet  bomb-ketch.  He  was  advanced 
from  that  veffel,  on  the  23d  of  September,  1745,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Chefter,  of  fifty  guns.  He  continued  in 
the  fame  command  till  the  year  1750,  or,  perhaps,  a  ftill 
later  period;  and,  in  17471  was  ordered  tb  the E aft  Indies 
with  Mr.  Bofcawen,  who  then  proceeded  on  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Pondicherry. 

*  Of  which  circumllance  we  have  the  following  particular*  in  an 
account  publiibed  of  the  expedition. 

<  On  the  15th  of  July  the  following  (hipi  were  few 


Snecefi,  of  tweniy-two  gum,  captain  Rom;  the  Elphinghan 
twenty:  and  the  Speedwell,  of  twelve,  with  one  of  the  Left  f 
tianfport*.    It  it  (aid  their  orderi  were  to  fend  the  iranfpoi 


near  the,  month  of  the  harbour  as  poilible,  who  might  feign  herfelf  to 
be  a  prize  and  decoy  a  pilot,  with  whom  fte  would  immediately 
return  to  the  general  and  admiral;  or,  if  {be  (bould  bedifcovered  ana 
chaced,  the  £ipi  of  war  in  the  offing  might  gel  between  the  enemy 
and  the  land,  and  probably  make  a  prize  to  older  to  obtain  imci- 

Some- 
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Sometime  after  his  return  to  England)  that  is  to  lay,  in 
ike  year-  1754,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Gibraltar,  of 
twenty  guns.  Before  the  conclulion  of  the  year  he  failed 
for  America,  with  commodore  Keppel;  and  was  fent 
home,  in  the  month  of  March  following,  with  intelli- 
gence of  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  convoy,  and  the  general 
{fate  of  affairs  in  that  country.  He  was  immediately  pro- 
moted to  the  Fougeux, of  fixty-four  guns,  and  ordered  again 
for  America  with  the  fquadron  commanded  by  Mr.  Bo'f- 
cawen.  He  remained  there  during  the  winter,  being  left 
commanding  officer  of  a  fmall  fquadron  at  Halifax,  Ra- 
tioned there  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  Louifburg,  and 
the  movements  of  the  French  in  that  quarter.  By  a  pru- 
dent difpofition  of  his  force,  that  port  was  much  Height- 
ened, and  a  number  of  important  prizes  were  taken,  in 
particular  three  valuable  tranfports,  with  flores,  provifions 
and  ammunition,  and  the  Arc-en-ciel,  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns. 

He  was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Orford,  and  in 
1757  ferved  on  the  fame  (ration  under  Mr.  Holburne;  as 
he  alfo  did  in  the  following  year  with  Mr.  Bofcawe% 
who  was  more  fuccefsful  than  his  predeceffors  had  been, 
having  effected  the  complete  reduction  of  the  important 
fortrefs  of  Louifburg.  He  continued  in  the  Orford 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  but  was,  unhappily  for 
him,  employed  on  fcrvices  and  flat  ions  fo  unconfequential, 
,  that  very  little  material  mention  is  made  of  him.  1111760  he 
commanded  one  of  the  fmall  fqtiadrons  Rationed  in  rota- 
tion, oiF  the  coaft  of  France,  to  watch  the  motions  of  thofe 
fliips  which  had  efcaped  at  the  defeat  of  Conflans. 

Hit  conduct  and  activity  on  this  occalion  was  highly  - 
noticed;  and  on  the  16th  of  March,  1761,  he  was  in  con. 
fequence  introduced,  at  St.  James's,  to  his  majefty,  by 
whom  he  was  moil  gracioufly  received.  His  occupation 
during  the  years  1761  and  1  was  exactly  fimilar ;  it  was 
marked  alfo  by  the  fame  attention  to  his  duty,  and  difKn- 
guifljed  by  the  fame  honourable  applaufe  from  his  fove- 
reign  and  his  countrymen.  After  the  conclufion  of  the  war, 
In  1763,  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Fubbs  yacht..  In  the 
tnonth.  of  June  176$,  he  was  appointed  commodore  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  fmall  fquadron  Rationed  in  the 
Mediterranean,  having  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the 
Jerfey. 
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Jerfey.  He  continued  on  that  ftation  employed  in  the 
fame  uninterefting  manner  as  fquadrotts  in  that  quartet 
generally  are,  till  the  end  of  theyean76a;  when,  having 
held  it  for  the  term  ufually  allotted,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  8rh  of  November, 
having  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fpecie  on  -board,  as 
remittances  from  the  merchants  in  that  quarter. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
tear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame 
month,  to  be  rear  of  the  white.     In  1772  he  was  ap- 

S aimed  to  command  a  fmall  fqnadron,  confiding  of  feven 
lips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates*,  ordered  to  be  equipped 
for  fervice  in  confequence'of  the  encreafed  armaments  on 
the  parts  of  France  and  Spain,  but  which,  as  it  may  be 
well  remembered,  produced  no  confequences  in  the 
fmallefr  degree  ferious.  In  the  enfuing  year  he  held  a 
command  in  the  fleet  aTTernbled  at  Portfmouth,  and 
reviewed  there  by  his  majefty  in  the  month  of  June.  On 
this  occafion  he,  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  received 
<lte  honour  of  knighthood ;  and  afterwards,  though 
in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  flag  officers  and  cap- 
tains employed  on  that  occafion,  received  his  majefty's 
moft  gracious  thanks  for  his  aifiduity  and  attention.  On 
the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-ad- 
miral  of  the  red.  This  promotion  he  unhappily  did  not . 
longfurvive,  dying  at  his  feat,  in  Cornwall,  on  the  ift 
of  December  following. 

This  gentleman  poueifed,  in  a  very  remarkable  degree, 
a  (ingular,  though,  on  fome  occafions,  rather  difagreeable 
turn  of  humour,  he  "was  extremely  fond  of  perfuading 
th'ofe,  who  were  credulous  enough  to  confide  in  him, 
to  the  belief  of  ftories  fo  romantic  as  to  excite  univerfal 
laughter  at  the  recital  of  them ;  'and  to  encreafe  the  ridi- 
cule againft  thofe  whom  he  fo  ftrangely  impofedupon, 
he  always,  when  called  upon  to  juftify  his  account,  was 
accuftomed  to  deny,  not  only  that  he  never  had  related 


*  The  fquadron  under  his  immediate  command  tonfiffpf]  of  the 
Ocean,  Terrible,  Royal  Oak,  Centaur,  Albion,  Kni&nJblc,  Worcefler, 
■Thame*  and  CtrberlM. 
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P-'fach  circiimftances,  but  that  he  had  never  even  heard  of 
them ;  and  that  the  perfon  who  quoted  him  mull  be 
mjftaken.  The  ridiculous  temporary  effect,  produced  by 
this  conduit,  which  certainly  was  never  intended  as  any 
other  than  an  innocent  jeft,  though  probably  of  rather 
too  (erious  a  kind,  can  better  be  conceived  than  de- 
fended. '  » 
.  STANHOPE,  Sir  Thomas.— was  a  defendant  from 
the  very  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Stanhope,  of  which 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to  make  fome  mention  t. 
He  was,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1745,  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Bridgewater;  fome  accounts  ftate,  though  we 
believe  erroncoutty,  the  Sheernefs;  and  others,  among 
which  is  that  of  Mr.  Hardy,  equally  deficient  in  correct 
Statement,  anert  the  Heclor.  No  other  mention  is  made 
of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  except  that, 
about  the  month  of  February,  1748,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Fougeux,  of  fixty-four  guns,  a  (hip  taken,  in  the- 
month  of  October  preceding,  by  the  fquadron  under  rear- 
admiral  Hawke.  This  veifel  was  retained  in  commidion 
as  a  guard  (hip  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war :  and,  is 
1749,  we  find  him  one  of  the  members  competing  the 
court-martial  held  at  Portfmouth,  onboard  the  Invincible, 
for  the  trial  of  capt.  Obrien  Dudley,  lieut.  Couchman,  and 
others.  Captain  Staflhdpe continued  Id  the  Fougeux  during 
the  itfually  allotted  period  of  three  years ;  and,  after  he  had 
for  fome  time  quitted  that  command,  was  appointed  to  the 
.Edinburgh,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  put  into 
commillion  at  Plymouth,  in  February,  1755,  in  cosfe.  ■ 
■quence  of  an  apprehended  rupture  with  France. 

He  afterwards  accompanied  Mr.  Holburne  to  Louif- 
burg  when  tltat  officer  was  ordered  thither,  in  the  month 
of  May  eofuing,  with  a  reinforcement  to  Mr.  Bofcawen ; 

'.  .  *  A  lingular  inflaute  of  ihil  Las  been  related  tout-  He  perfiiaded 
j)  lady,  who  it  (till  living,  andii,  according  10  the  public  opinion,  very 
julily  ranked  in  the  firtf  elafi,  as  a  woman  of  high  judgement,  fenfe, 
and  under  Handing,  [hat  he  had  Teen  a  feaman  hold  the  end  of  a  large 
tall  of  packthread  in  one-hand,  and  with  the  other  throw  the  bill 
-rtCelF  perpendicularly  into  the  air  with  lb  much  force,  thlt  the, whole 
of.it  ihould  unroll.  The  conclulion  of  the  floiy  w»  conlbnant  10 
.that  trait  in  hit  chancier,  which  we  have  above  defenbad.    . 

t  See  vol.  iii.  p.  30a.  .,.>.. 
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and  was,  not  long  after  his  return,  appointed  to  trr* 
Swiftfure,  of  feventy  gum.  In  this  fiiip  he  was  employ* 
ed,  in  the  beginning  of  the  yeu  1758,  on  the  Medlter- 
ainean  Hation,  under  the  ordeit  of  Mr.  Oftorne ;  and  ml 
one  of  the  commanders  difpatched.  in  purfuit  of  the  Fou* 
droyant ;  a  particular  account  of  which  encounter  has  been; 
already  given  in  the  life  of  captain  Gardiner.  Thv 
Swiftflrre  not  being  foseft  a  ruling  (hip  as  the  Monmouth, 
lh*  former  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  get  up  in  time  to 
put  a  Reedier  candttfion  to  the  a&ron.  The  Koudroyant 
wing  completely  difabled  by  her  firft  antagotwft,  deferred 
her  lurrender,  through  what  the  French  commander  called  - 
«  point  of  honour,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Swiftfure  rendered 
all  farther  retiftance  hopelefs.  Captain  Stanhope  re» 
tnained  in  the  Swiftfure  during  the  continuance  of  the' 
war,  and  on  the  fame  ftatiou  tiH  the  month' of  Augirft 
tl59*  when  he  ditlmguiihed  himfelf  exceedingly,  under 
Mr.  Bafcawen,  in  the  attack  and  defeat  of  Monf.  De  la- 
Clue's  fquadson. 

He  returned  to  England  with  the  admiral  immediately 
afterwards,  and  arrived  at  Sphhead  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tetnber;  foon  alter  which  he  received  from  his  majefty 
-the  honour  of  knighthood.  Having  lefumed  the  com- 
mand of  his  Ihip,  he  was  put  under  the  orders  of  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  and  was  again  fortunate  enough  to  ac- 

iutre  the  higheft  honour,  in  the  encounter  with  the  French 
eet  under  Conflans.  The  Swrnfote  was  among  the 
firft  (hips  who,  in  fpite  of  the  hurricane  which  then  raged, 
got  into  a&ion  with  the  flying  enemy ;  and  wasahb  among 
thofc  who,  after  its  glorious  contf  umai ,  was  driven  t  o  lea  by 
the  violence  of  the  temaeft.  No  particular  mention  is  made 
of  the  fervkes  in  which  this  gentleman  was  employed  dur- 
ing the  year  1760  otherwrfe  than  in  the-eccafionat  blockade 
of  that  part  of  the  French  navel-  -tore*  which  ftwvived 
•heir  bie,d«fent ;  but  in  the  enfuing.fpring  he  was  appointed 
'to  command,  with  the  rank  of  commodore,  one  of  the  divr- 
'lionj  In  the  armament  lent,  under  Mr.  Kepprf,  6n  the 
expedition  agaiufi  'Befleifle.  When  the  debarkation  of 
-  the  troops  was  fcrft  and  uniijccafrfiilJyatieaspEed,  UrTkomm 
was  tent,  with  hrs  divifion  of  four  Oiips"of  the  line  and 
fome  trafifports,  to  Sauzon,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  t 
feigned  attack  on  that  uuatter  t  and  thereby  dilrrairing  and 
-    drawing 
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drawing  the  attention. of  the  enemy  from  its  real  and 
intended  point.'  In  the  fecond  and  more  fortunate 
attempt  made;  on  the  %?A  of  April,  fir  Thomas  Was  ap- 
pointed to  cover  the  landing  with  the  mips  under  his 
command;  and  is  fpoken  of  by  Mr.  Kep'pct  m  the  higheft 
terms  *.  He  continued,  aftef  the  redu&ion  of  the  ill  and, 
to  command  one  of  the  divifions,  or  fquadrons,  Rationed 
off  the  coaft  of  France,  as  well  for  the  protection  of  the 
hew  coriqueft;  as  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  and  coun- 
teracting any  motions  that  might  be  raadebythefew  ihips 
ftjll  remaining  at  Bred,  and  the  ports  adjacent. 

'Several  trivial  rencounters  topi  place  between  the  fliips 
under  his  orders  and  fome  pra'mes,  conftrudled  by  the 
enemy  for  the  purpofe. of  attacking  him.  In  all  thefc  fir 
Thomas  was  fuccefsful,  notwithstanding,  the  many  advan- 
tages pollened  by  the  enemy,  in  particular  that  of  being 
able,  in  confequence  of  their  light  draught  of  water,  to 
retire  among  Ihoals,  wheie  the  (hips  of  war  could  riot 
follow  tbem:  and,  fecondly,  that  from  their  low  conrfruc- 
tion,  it  was  a.  matter  of  uncommon  difficulty  to  hit  or 
cannonade  them  with  any  certain  effect.  Thus  did  he 
continue  to  be  employed  during  the  remainder  of  the  war ; 
before  the  conclufion  of  which  ne  wits,  in  1762,  appointed 
colonel-of  the  Portfmouth  di  vifion  of  marines,  as  fucceflbr 
to  fir  Piercy  Brett,  who  was  promctcd  to  be  a  flag-officer. 
Thic  appointment  he  held  till  his  death,  an  event  which 
took  place  on  the  7th  of  March,  1770,  being  before  he 
was  entitled,  in  point  of  fcniortty,  to  the  rank  of  a  rear- 
admiral. 

STRINGER,  John,—)8  known  in  the  fervice  in  no 
$ther  refpeft  than  as  having  been  promoted  to  be  captain 
of  the  Syren,  a  (hip  of  twenty-four  guns,  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1745;  and  as  having  been,  on  the  12th  of 
January,  1747,  difmiffed  from  that  (hip,  and  from  the 
fervice  altogether,  by  the  fentehce  of  a  court-martial;  for 
behaving«  as  is  dated,  by  Mr.  Beatfon,  unlike  an  officer. 
The  particular  ci  re  urn  (lances  of  his  mlibehaviour,  as  well 
as  the  time  of  his  death,  we  have  been  unable  to  invefti- 
gare. 

STUART,  The  HonourabU  Archibald,  —  was  the 
fourth  fon  of  Fraticis,  eighth  earl  of  Murray,  in  the 

*  See  p.  3«a. 
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kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  Jane,  daughter  of  John,  fourth 
lord  Balmerino.  Having  betaken  nimfelf.  to  the  naval 
femce,  and  pafled  through  the  fubordinate  ranks  of  mid- 
ihipman  and  lieutenant,  Tie  was  promoted,  in  1744,  to  be 
commander  of  the  Scipio  firefhip.  He  was  foon 
advanced  to  that  of  captain;  his  firft  commiffion,  dated 
February  20,  1745,  appointing  him  to  the  Squirrel, 
a.  twenty-gun  (hip.  In  the  month  of  September  follow- 
ing he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial, 
held  on  board  the  London,  for  the'trials  of  captain  Bur- 
rifh  and  others,  charged  with  mifbehaviour  in  the  en- 
counter off  Toulon.  We  do  not  find  Mm  particularly 
mentioned  as  holding  any  command  whatever  after  that 
time,  and  believe  him  to  have  remained  nearly,  if  not 
altogether  unemployed-  In  1770  he  retired  totally  from 
the  femce,  as  a  captain,  fenior  to  feveral  who  were  then 
created  flag-officers,  and  confeqliently  incapable  of  ferving 
in  the  rank  he  then  held.  In  purfuance  of  an  aft  of  par- 
liament, pafled  in  the  year  1786,  creating  a  diftinft 
eftabliihment  for  officers  Situated  like  himTeff,  he  was  put 
on  the  lift  of  retired  captains,  and  is  confequently  no  far- 
ther noticed.  He  died  either  in  the  month  of  February  or 
March,  1795. 

TIDDEMAN,  Richard,— was,  on  the  9th  of  March, 
'1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Super  be.  Early  in 
174.7  he  failed  for  the  Eaft  Indies  as  captain  of  the  Eltham, 
a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns, one  of  three  (hips  ordered  thither, 
under  the  command  of  captain  H.  Powletr  afterwards  duke 
of  Bolton,  toconvoy  the  outward- boundcorjipany's  fit  ips  and 
reinforce  the  fquadron  in  thofe  fcas.  He  returned  to  Eng- 
land early  in  the  year  1750,  with  rear-admiral  Bofcawen, 
as  captain  of  the  Harwich,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty 
guns.  We  do  not  find  any  farther  mention  what- 
ever made  of  him,  till  after  the  recommencement  of  the 
war  in  1756;  when,  in  1758,  we  find  him  captain  of 
the  Grafton,  of -fixty-eight  guns,  and  to  have  been, 
'  in  the  month  of  February,  ordered  again  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
in  company  •  with  the  Sunderiapti,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  fquadfon  already  emproyed  in  that  quarter, 
under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Pocock.  On  Twvarriva]  there 
he  removed  into  the  Elizabeth,  the  Grafton  having  been 
chofen,  by  rear-admiral  Stevens,  the  fecund  in  command^ 
for  his  flag  (hip.  The  different  occurrences  in  which  Mr. 
'  Tiddeman 
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Tiddeman  was  concerned,  that  took  place  during  the  war, 
having  been  already  related  at  no  inconsiderable  length  in 
our  account  of  fir  George  Pocock,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
Cornifh  *,  to  which,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  all  needlefs 
repetition,  we  beg  leave  to  refer.  By  the  return  of  the 
former  to  Europe,  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Stevens,  he  be- 
came next  in  command  to  Mr.  Cornifhr  whom,  as  we 
have  already  (hewn,  he  accompanied  on  the  very  fuccefsfui 
expedition  undertaken  by  him, a  gain  11  the  important  Spanifh. 
fettltment  of  Manilla  t.  He  acquired  there  the  higheft  ho- 
nour, as  he  had  uniformly  done  on  every  preceding  occa- 
fion,  where  the  fraalleft  opportunity  occurred,  of  difplaying 
his  natural  gallantry,  or  exhibiting  thofe  qualities  which 
had  defervedly  acquired  him  the  general  efleem  of  all 
under  whom  he  had  ferved.  He  fcarcely  lived  to  furvive 
the  fuccefs,  having,  as  is  related  in  the  difpatches  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  been  overfet  in  his  barge  when  at- 
tempting to  enter  the  river  the  morning  after  the  furrender 
of  the  place,  and  drowned,  together  with  five  of  his  crew. 
This  event  took  place  on  the  7th  of  October;  1 762. * 

WELLER,  John,— was,  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Roebuck;  after 
which  time  no  material  mention  is  made  of  him  till  the 
year  1748,  when  he  was,  in  confeqiience  of  the  refigna- 
tion  of  his  father,  of  whom  we  have  already  given  a  fhort 
account^,  appointed  to  command  the  Dublin  yacht. 
After  a  continuance  of  fome  years  in  this  ftation,  wc  be- 
lieve him,  about  the  ytar  1759,  to  have  been  appointed  10 
the  Afliftance,  and  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies  $;  where 

*  Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  39ft,  el  feq. Vol.  v.   p.  143,  et  liq. 

t  Having  His  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Elizabeth,  of  fixly-IW 
pruni,  be  commanded  a  feparate  divilion,  confiding  of  five  (hips  oF  the 
■line,  which,  nil  telaled  by  Mr.  Cornift,  was  couliderably  retarded  by 
ulau  in  proceeding  10  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 
J  See  vol.iv.  p.  95. 

§  Extract  of  a  letter  from  admiral  Cotei,  dated  Jamaica, 
Dec.  5,  1757. 
-"  On  the  sorb  of  November  the  Afliflance  chafed  a  French  priva- 
teer ,of  eighteen  guns  and  a  fchooner  privateer,    with  a  prize,   into    ' 
Trheroen  hay,  on  tbe  ifbnd  oF  Hrfpaniola,  where  the  French'  had  a 
battery  of  five  Eun<;     The  vcfiels  hauled  tlofe  10   the  Uiore,  under 


prize,  and  demounted  all  the  guns  an  Ihore.     He  had  two  men  killed 
tn  tbe  a&eii,  and  bia  malt*  and  rigging  much  damaged."  . 

D  J3  ,       v  he 
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he  appears  to  have  had  fbme  opportunity  of  difiinguilhjng 
himlelf,  which  he  improved  to  his  belt  advantage.  Nq 
other  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  feryice;  nor  do  w*e 
know  him  to  have  obtained  any  fuMequenj  command. 
In  1770  he  was  put  on  the  {upcrannuated  liftj  with  the 
rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  an  honourable  kind 
of  penfion,  which  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  dying  at  Rol- 
venden  on  the  7th  of  September,  1772.     ' 


1746. 


ALLISON,  Thomas, — was,  on  the  9th  of  February, 
174.6,  appointed  captain  of  (he  Boyne:  unhappily  for 
him,  of  fiich  trivial  eorifcquence  were  the  commands  and 
Services  on  which  this  gentleman  was  employed,  ihat  we 
do  not  find  the  fmallefl  mention  made  of  him,  either  by 
Campbell  or  any  other  author;  and  our  private  informa- 
tion is  equally  -deficient.  We  know  no  other  circum- 
fiances  concerning  him,  except  that  for  a  considerable  pan 
of  the  war,  which  commenced  in  1756,  he  remained  un- 
employed. His  character,  however,  and  conduct,  were 
perfectly  'unimpeachable;'  for  though  the'  time  of  his 
service  had  been  fd  fhbrt,  he  was,'  in  1770,  raifed  to  the 
Tank  of  a  rear-admiral  and  put  on  the  fiiperannuated  lift. 
This  honourable'  teftimony  of  his  worth  he  confequently 
enjoyed  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  on  the 
82d  of  March,  1776.  '  '  '        '  ■  v 

BLOSS,  Thomas,— was  a  gentleman  ftill  lefs  known 
than  the  former.  He  was,  on  the  '2d  of  January,  1 74$ 
promoted  to  be' captain  Of  the  Richmond,  which  is  the 
bnly  mention  nude  of  him.  The  time  of  his  death  has 
riot  been  clearly  afcertajned  by  lis,  but  is  fuppofed  to  have 
happened  foon  after  the  year  1 750, 

BYRON, 
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BYRON,  Honourable  John,— was  the  fecond  fan  of 
William,  fourth  toid  Byron*,  and  Frances  his  third  wife, 
fecond  daughter  of  William,  lord  Berkeley  of  Stratum. 
He  was  bom  on  the  .8th  of  November,  1723;  and  having 
betaken  himfeSf  to  a  naval  life,  was  appointed  a  mid- 
fhipnwn  about  the  year  1731  ;  he  afterwards  ferved 
on  board  the  Wager  ftoreftiut.  In  this  vefiel  he  failed,  is 
the  month  of  September  1740,  for  the  South  Seas,  with 
the  fquadron  under  the  orders  of  commodore  Anfon. 
The,  diftrelfes  he  experienced  after  the  lofs  of  that  ill- 
fated  (hip  have  been  but  faintly  recounted  in  our  account 
«f  captain  Cheap*;  but  a  farther' and  more  particular 
relation  were  we  to  attempt  entering  at  all  into  the  minute 
or  even  rood  irriking  haidfbips,  experienced  by  this  . 
gentleman  and  his  diftrefled  companions,  would  lead  us  far 
beyond  our  limits,  narrowed  as  they  are  through  neceflity. 
We  cannot  however  refrain  from  lamenting,  that  Mr. 
Byron  fhould,  on  many  oecadions,  have  rather  ftarihly 

*  Collint  inform  u»,  "  That  thii  Family  bad  Urge  pfriTeffioni  in 
At  reign  tf  William  tbe  Conqueror,  it  evident  from  Doemfday  book, 
where  it  it  recorded,  tliai  Gofpa  trick  held,  of  Ereiet  de  Buron,  foot 
■bovates  of  land  in  Bengdey,  in  the  county  of  York :  and,  in  Borge. 
ieire,  he  held  in  Dunffhorpe  four  bovates  of  land,  &e.  He  alio  bad 
m  the  fame  (hire  Orantune  and  G  rat  rone,  with  three  carrucatet  of 
bud  in  Cathol ;  at  alfo  Hulfingcrc,  the  Soke  of  Chenatefborge,  Ripe- 
flutie,  tni  Hanplonci  Katefbi,  the  Soke  of  Bars,  Argendune,  and 
1«iei;  Copegiavc,  Berntkeham,  Wipclei  BerneQei,  Burle,  Dacre, 
littlebr.n,  Menfon  Wederbi,  Bergki,  DiAone,  HolOingoute  Soke, 
Crane,  Merdelei,  Cotinglai,  Colingaward,  Denardium,  Hageneword, 
£afl  Reding,  Cave,  Handier,  Cotewood,  and  Stetlingetlet.  Io  Liu- 
eolnfliirc  be  held  Medelton.Utarefty,  Brochelefbi,  Habnrtie,  Ncwhufe, 
Waragebi,  Haiune,  Caldceotc,  Pavetone,  Hardic,  Barworde,  Tentilo, 
Langelronc,  Fnlnebi,  Raude,  Gufebi,  Burg,  Chintborpe,  Colebi, 
Wege,  Baret,  Wal cote,  Win lertune,  and  Gtaingeham. 

"  The  wipentaETaf  the  weft  riding  of  Lincoln  [birr,  witoeft,  that 
£rneui  de  Bueod  ought  to  have  land  which  Wcge  held  in  Wiulringc- 
ham,  via.  Six  bovaiei  and  one  toft  in  the  Soke  of  Gilbert  de  Gand, 
and  one  other  toft  with  Soke  and  Sake. 

"  Like-wife  in  tbe  chapter  of  claiint,  in  the  fbuth  tiding  of  the  ft  id 
county,  the  wapentake  fay,  that  Erncii  de  Buron,  of  right,  ought  10 
ta.it  the  foe  of  foor  brovate)  of1  land  in  Saccfbi,  about  wbich  there 
■11  ■  difpute  between  bim  tnd  WiUiam  de  Fcrti. 

"  What  relation  this  Eroeii  de  Bmon  wai  to  Ralph  de  Boron 
cannot  certainly  be  made  out ;  but  the  fcjd  Ralph  held  divrn  ataawra 
in  Nottingham  (hire  and  Derbyfbire,   and  it  the  direct  unccnor  of  {be 
prefent  lord  Byron.™ 
r  Seep.  78  «  lea. 

'         *  D  d  4  cefleaecj 
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reflected  on  captain  Cheap,  particularly  as  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  publifh  his  account  during  hit  commander's  life, 
when  he  was  capable  of  refuting  any  femblance  of  a  charge 
that  might  be  objected  againfthim. 

Purfuing  the  generally  received  account,  we  have  flated 
,  in  our  memoirs  of  captain  Cheap*,  that  the  barge  was, 
after  the  feceflion  of  Mr.  Byron  and  Mr.  Campbell,  left 
behind  for  their  convenience  by  the  people,  who  had  em- 
barked in  the  long  boat.  The  ftory,  as  related  by  Mr. 
Byron,  is  widely  different :  thefe  gentlemen,  according  to 
hi  &  narrative,  had  joined  the  majority  in  their  opinion  of 
proceeding  to  the  fouthward,  only  becanfe  they  conceived 
that  captain  Cheap,  and  all  the  perfons  fared  from  the 
wreck,  were  to  be  carried  with  them;  but  when  they 
found  that  gentleman,  the  furgeon,  and  lieutenant  Hamil- 
ton of  the  marines,  with  fome  deferters,  were  intended  to 
be  left  behind,  he  feized  the  favourable  opportunity  of 
returning  the  next  day  to  captain'  Cheap,  with  all  that 
had  embarked  in  the  barge,  «en  in  number,  being  fent 
back  by  the  people,  in  the  long  boat  for  fome  canvafs  which 
had  been  imprudently  left  behind.  Captain  Cheap,  on 
this  new  acceffion  of  force,  refolved  to  relume  his  original 
project,  of  proceeding  to  the  northward  to  the  ifland  of 
Chiloe,  where  it  was  hoped  they  might,  by  boarding  and 
cutting  her  out,  pofiefs  themfelves  of  a  Spanim  vefiel,  in 
which  they  could,  with  the  greater  probability  of  fuccefs, 
attempt  their  return  to  Europe,  or,  what  was  (till  upper- 
moft  in  captain  Cheap's  thoughts,  proceed  to  the  north- 
ward in  queft  of  the  commodore.  ■ 

On  this  expedition  they  proceeded  about  the  middle  of 
December,  and  in  about  three  weeks  afterwards  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  the  yawl,  which  was  overfet  and  funk. 
By  this  lamentable  accident  one  of  their  companions  was 
drowned ;  and  they  were  compelled  to  leave  four  others 
behind,  the  barge  being  incapable  of  iCOntahriiMM  their 
whole  number.  This  misfortune,  adifed  to*  thSother 
diftrefles  they  experienced,  compelled  them  to  abandon 
their  original  defign,  and  return,  with  much  reluctance, 
to  Wager  Ifland,  where  they  arrived  in  the  grcateft 
extremity  of  diftrefs,  after  an  abfence  of  two  months. 

"  See  page  Si. 
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The  detail  of  the  fubfequent  raifcries  and  adventures 
which  Mr.  Byron  and  his  wretched  companions  under-* 
went  on  their  paflage  to  Chiloe,  in.  company  with  the 
Indian  chief,  who,  as  we  have  already  related,  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  accompany  them  thither,  would  be  affecting 
in  the  extreme.  The  characters  of  the  relators  remove 
every  idea  of  their  having  embelliflied  the  account  given 
by  them  of  their  dilrrelTes  with  any  extravagant  fiction,  fo 
that  we  can  only  admire  the  wonderful  Providence  which 
protected  and  preferred  tJiem  through  fuch  a  feries  of  un- 
precedented (indeed  almoft  incredible)  dirt  re is,  and  point 
out  their  preservation  as  an  ufeful,  an  almoft  preternatural 
letfon  to  mankind,  never  to  defpair  even  in  the  molt  abject 
(late*. 

On 


*  The  two  Following  anecdotes  are  pleafantly  enough  related  by 
Mr.  Byron  in  his  narrative,  as  having  befallen  them  while  at  Chaco 
andCaftro. 

"  Sonie  lime  after  we  had  been  here,  a  fnowatrived  in  the  harbour 
from  Lima,  which  occaGoned  great  joy  amongli  the  inhabitants,  ai  they 
lad  no  £bip  the  year  before  on  account  of  the  alarm  lord  Anfon  had 
given  upon  the  coaft.  This  wai  not  the  annual  veffel,  bill  one  of  ihofe, 
that  I  mentioned  before,  which  come  unexpectedly.  The  captain  of  het 
wai  an  old  man,  well  known  upon  the  itland,  who  had  traded  here, 
dice  in  two  or  three  year',  for  mpre  than  thirty  yean  pall.  He  had  a 
remarkable  large  head,  and  therefore  was  commonly  known  by  a  nick 
-  name  they  had  given  him,  of  "  Cabuco  de  Toro,  or  Bull's  Head." 
He  had  not  been  here  a  week  before  he  came  to  the  governor,  and 
told  him,  with  a  moll  melancholy  countenance,  that  he  had  not  flept 
a  wink  Gdce  he  came  into  the  harbour,  ai  the  governor  wai  pleafed  to 
allow  three  Euglilh  prifoners  liberty  to  walk  about,  inllead  of  confin- 
ing them,  and  that  he  expected  every  moment  they  would  board  his 
veflel  and  carry  her  away:  this  he  faid  wben'be  had  above  thirty 
hands  aboard.  The  governor  affured  bim  he  would  be  anfwerablc 
for  ui,  and  that  he  might  fleep  in  quiet;  though  at  the  fame  time  he 
could  not  help  laughing  at  the  man,  as  all  the  people  in  tbetown  did, 
Thefe  afJuranCM  did  not  fatisfy  the  captain  ;  he  tiled  the  utmoli  dif- 
patch  in  difpofing  of  his  cargo,  and  to  put  to  Tea  again,  not  thinking 
Jiirofelf  (ate  till  he  had  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  " 

«  Amongft  the  boufci  we  vifited  at  CaOro  there  was  one  belong- 
ing loan  old  prieft,  who  wji  e  Deemed  one  of  the  richeftperfoni  upon 
the  -idand.  He  had  a  niece,  -of  whom  he  was  extremely  fond,  and 
who  was  to  inherit  ill  be  poifeflcd.  He  bad  taken  a  great  deal  of 
pains  with  her  education :  and  (be  was  reckoned  one  of  the  mod 
accotnplifhed  young  ladies  of  Chiloe.  Her  perfon  was  good,  though 
flie  could  not  be  called  a  regular  beauty.     This  young  lady  did  me 
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On  the  arrival  of  their  reduced  party  at  Valparatfo,' 
which  they  did  not  reach  till  the  month  of  January  174% 
they  were,  through  the  miferable  timidity  at,  added  to  the 
inordinate  defire  of  difplaying  his  power,  poueged  by  the 
Spanilh  governor,  confined  in  the  common  dungeon  of 
the  fort,  from  which  captain  Cheap  and  lieutenant  Ha- 
milton were  taken  and  fent  up  to  St-  J  ago,  a*  their  ccm- 
miflionB,  which  they  had  fortunately  preferved,  proved 
them  to  be  officers.  Mr.  Byron,  and  his  companion 
Campbell,  were  left  behind  in  prifon;  but  not  long 
afterwards,  in  confequenceof  the  jeprefentationof  cap- 
tain Cheap,  were  alfo  lent  for  to  St.  Jago,  which  is  the 
capital,  of  the  province.  Mr.  Byron  relates  with  fome 
plea  fan  try,  a  piece  of  ferious  advice  given  him  by  the  mule* 
teer,  with  whom  he  travelled  to  St.  Jago,  not  to  think 
of  remaining  in  that  city  where  there  was  nothing  but 
extravagance,  vice  and  tolly,  Inftead  of  this  he  pp>- 
pofed  to  Mr.  Byron,  that  he  mould  proceed  on  with  him 
as  a  mule-driver,  a  bufinefs  which,  he  complimented  hint 
"fo  far  as  to  fay,  he  would  fobn  be  very  expert,  and  happy 
in,  for  that  thofc  following  his  bulinefs  led  a  very  innocent 
cleafant  life,  far  preferable  to  any  enjoyment  men  a  place  a$ 
St.  Jago  could  afford.  Mr.  Byron  thanked  him,  allured  him 
he  was  much  obliged  to  him,  but  that  he  would  try  toe 
y  firft,  and  if  he  did  not  like  it  he  would  accept  hit 


city  firl 
pfler. 


At  St.  Jago  they  continued  two  years  treated  with  the 
utmoft  hofpitality  and  tendernefs.     One  anecdote,  related 

the  honour  to  take  more  notice  of  me  than  I  deferred,  fhe  propotedl 
to  ber  ancle  to  convert  me,  and  afterward*  begged  hii  oanfent  to 
many  inr.  At  the  old  nun  dotted  upon  her  he  readily  agreed  to  it  I 
and  accordingly,  on  the  next  vifit  I  made  him,  acquainted  toe  with  the 
young  lady'i  propof»l,  and  hij  approbation  of  it;  taking  aw  at  the 
fame  time  into  a  room,  where  there  were  feveril  cbefri  nod  boaea, 
which  he  unlocked,  firfl  (hewing  me  whit  a.  number  of  fine  ctoathl 
hii  niece  bad,  and  then  hit  own  wardrobe,  which  he  faid  fhould  be 
mine  at  hit  death.  AmengA  other  thing)  he  produced  •  piece  of 
linen,  which  he  faid  feould  immediately  be  made  up  into  Brirti  for 
me.  I  own  thta  lift  ankle  w»  a  neat  temptation  to  me  |  however  I 
had  refohitioo  to  withstand  it,  and, mad*  the  bed  exeufetl  coald  for 
not  accepting  of  the  honour  they  intended  for  me,  for  by  tbit  time  J 
could  fpeth  Spanilh  well  enough  to  make  uyfelf  anderftood," 
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by  Mr.  Byron  himfelf,  is  too  honourable  to  the  general 
'ciiarafter  of  the  Spanilh  nation  to  be  fupprelTed. 

**  Two  or  three  days  after  our  arrival,  the  prefident  fent 
Mr.  Campbell  and  me  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him, 
.where  we  were  to  meet  admiral  Pixarro  and  all  his  officers. 
This  was  a  cruel  ftroke  upon  us,  as  we  had  not  any  cloaths 
£t  to  appear  in,  and  dared  not  refute  the  invitation.  The 
next  day  a  Spanifh  officer,  belonging  to  admiral  Pizano's 
fquadron*,  whofe  name  was  don  Manuel  deGuiror,came- 
and  made  us  an  offer  of  two  thoufand  dollars.  This 
generous  Spaniard  made  the  offer  without  any  view  of 
ever  being  repaid,  but  purely  out  of  a  companionate 
motive  of  relieving  us  in  our  prefent  diftrefs.  We  re- 
turned him  all  the  acknowledgments  his  uncommon 
generous  behaviour  merited,  and  accepted  oT  fix  hundred 
dollars  only,  upon  his  receiving  our  draught  for  that  Turn 
upon  the  Englifh  conful  at  Lifbon.  We  now  got  our- 
felves  decently  cloathed  after  the  Spanifh  fafhion;  and,  as 
we  were  upon  our  parole,  went  out  where  we  pleafed 
to  divert  ourfelves," 

After  haying  continued  thus  comfortably  fituated  for 
two  years,  a  French  (hip,  bound  from, Lima  to  Spain, 
put  into  Valparaifo,  in  eonfeqnence  of  which  they  were 
lent  thither,  and  embarked  for  Europe  about  the  end  of 
December  1744.  This  veffel  was  called  the.  Lys,  and  be- 
longed to  St.  Matoes.  There  were,  exclufive  of  Mr.  Byron 
and  his  fellow-fidferers,  feveral  paflengers  of  confequence 
on  board";  among  whom  was  the  well-known  ingenious  don 
Juan  LVUlJoa,  who  had  been  in  Peru  many  years, employed 
in  making  agronomical  and  other  ufeful  obfervaiions. 
The  Lys  was  boupd  in  the  firil  inftance  to  the  Bay  of 
Conception,  where  (he  was  to  be  joined  by  three  other 
French  (hips,  belonging,  as  well  as  herfelf,  to  France. 
But  though  Talcaguana,  the  place  of  their  destination, 
yras  only  lixty  leagues  diftant  from  Valparaifo,  owing  to 
the  lee  current  and  foutherly  wind,  they  did  not  arrive 
(here  till  the  6th  of  January;  They  failed  from  thence 
in  three  weeks  afterwards,  in  company  with  the  Louis 
Erafme,  the  marquis  D'Antin,  and  the  Deliverance,  all 
which  were  taken  by  the  Engtift;  two  by  a  fquadron  of 

•  He  vii  (he  fiiB  litaienant  of  admiral  Piano'*  fhip. 
>  private 
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private  fhips  of  war,  called  the  Royal  Family  Privateer* ; 
andthe  third  bycommodore  Warren,  off  Lomfburg.  In 
eight  or  nine  days  after  they  failed  the  Lys  fprung  a  leak, 
and  was  compelled  to  put  back  to  Valparaiso,  a  circum- 
stance, which,  in  all  probability,  preferred  her  from  fhar- 
ingthe  fame  fate. 

The  injury  was  however  repaired,  and  they  again  put 
to  fea  on  the  i ft  of  March,  1745-  After  a  tedious,  and 
in  fome  refpe&s  difagreable  paffage  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
along  the  coaft  of  America,  which  was,  however,  happily 
unaccompanied  by  any  misfortune,  they  were  compelled  to 
bear  away  for  the  Weft  Indies,  their  frock  of  water  not 
being  confidered  Sufficient  to  laft  them  to  Europe.  They  ar- 
rived at  Cape  Francois,  on  the  8th  of  July,  having,  in  the 
firfl  inftance,  narrowly  efcaped  deflruclion,  being  hurried 
through  the  Granadillos,  in  the  night,  without  the  know- 
ledge  of  any  perfon  on  board ;  and  being  afterwards  almoft 
as  Angularly,  according  to  Mr.  Byron's  account,  preferved 
from  being  captured  by  two  Englifh  (hips  of  war,  who 
gave  up  the  chace  in  the  night. 

Mr.' Byron  takes  occafton,  and  with  much  reafbn,  to 
animadvert  on  the  negle&  and  incivility  with  which  cap- 
tain Cheap,'  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  htmfelf  were  treated,  as  • 
well  by  the  French  governor  as  by  Mr.  L'Etendiere*,  who 
commanded  the  Squadron  which  convoyed  them  to  Europe. 
Their  diflreffiss  were  now,  however,  nearly  drawn  to  a 
period,  for  on  the  29th  of  October  they  made  Cape 
Ortugal,  and  on  the  31ft  came  to  an  anchor  in  Breft  road. 
After  their  arrival  at  that  port  they  were  all  confined  on 
board  the  fhip,  and  treated  with  much  afperity,  not  the 
fmalleft  civility  or  attention  being  paid  them  by  Way  of 
alleviating  their  Situation.  Our  travellers  were  not,  how- 
ever, long  in  this  diSagreeable  ftatc,  for  about  eight  days 
afterwards  they  were  conveyed  to  a  town  called  Lander- 
naw,  fi mated  about  four  leagues  up  the  river.-  Here  they 
continued  on  their  parole  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  an  order  came  from  the  court  of  Spain,  per- 
mitting them  to  return  to  England  by  the  firfl  fhip  that 
offered.     They  accordingly  repaired  to  Morlaix,  having 

1  afterward!  defeated  by  rear-admiral 
received 
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received  intelligence  that  a  Dutch  Veflel  lay  there,  on 
board  which  it  was  probable  they  might  procure  a  paflage. 
After  a  detention  of  fix  weeks,  in  confequence  of  the 
veflel  not  being  ready,  they  at  laft  embarked,  having 
ftipulated  for  a  certain  price,  which  was  paid  beforehand, 
to  be  landed  at  Dover :  but>  as  if  Providence  had  ordained 
that  this  wretched  and  perfecuted  triumvirate  mould  be 
attended  by  vexation  to  the  lateft  moment,  they  were  in 
the  mod  tyrannical  and  arbitrary  manner  prevented  from 
failing  for  three  days  by  a  French  privateer,  who  threat- 
ened to  fink  them  if  they  attempted  it,  before  he  himfelf 
was  ready  for  fea. 

When  thfy  at  laft  got  out,  their  pafTage  was  long, 
tedious,  and  uncomfortable.  The  mafter  of  the  veflel 
betrayed,  as  we  obferved  in'  our  account  of  captain  Cheap; 
a  ftrong  inclination  to  reland  them  in  France,  in  breach 
of  his  pofitive  agreement.  But  the  Squirrel,  an  Engltfh 
fhip  of  war  coming  up  with  the  Dutchman,  took 
out  Mr.  Byron,  with  his  companions,  and  landed  them 
the  fame  afternoon  at  Cover.  Mr.  Byron  concludes  his 
narrative  with  the  following  whimfical  anecdote^  defcrip- 
five  of  his  arrival  in  London. 

"  Captain  Cheap  was  fo  tired  by  the  time  he  reached 
Canterbury,  that  he  could  proceed  no  farther  that  night. 
The  next  morning  he  ftill  found  himfelf  fo  much  fatigued 
that  he  could  ride  no  longer,  therefore  it  was  agreed  that 
he  and  Mr.  Hamilton  fhould  take  a  poft  chaife,  and  that 
I  fhould  tide.  But  herean  unlucky  difficulty  wis  flatted, 
for  upon  Glaring  the  little  money  we  had,  it  was  found  to 
be  not  fufficient  to  pay  the  charges  to  London ;  and  ray 
proportion  fell  fo  (hort,  that  it  was,  by  calculation,  barely 
enough  to  pay  for  horfes,  without  a  farthing  for  eating  a 
bit  upon  the  road,  or  even  for  the  very  turnpikes.  Thofe 
I  was  obliged  to  defraud  by  riding  as  hard  as  I  could 
through  them  all,  not  paying  the  leaft  regard  to  the  men 
who  called  out  to  flop  me.  The  want  of  refrefhment  I 
bore  as  well  as  I  could.  When  I  got  to  the  Borough  I 
took  a  coach  and  drove  to  Marlborough -ft  reet,  where  my 
friends  had  lived  when  1  left  England ;  but  when  I  came 
there  I  found  the  houfe  fhut  up.  Having  been  abfent  fo 
many  years,  and  in  all  that  time  never  having  heard  a  word 
from  home,  I  knew  not  who  was  dead  or  who  was  living, 
where 
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where  to  go  next,  dr  even  how  to  pay  the  coachman.  I 
recolleftetU  linen  draper's  (hop,  not  far  from  thence,  which 
our  family  had  ufed,  I  therefore  drove  •  there,  and, 
making  my  felf  known,  they  paid  the  coachman.  I  then 
enquired  after  our  family,  and  was  told  my  filter,  having 
married  lord  Carliile,  was  at  that  time  in  Soho-fquare. 
I  immediately  walked  to  the  houfe  and  knocked  at  the 
door;  but  the  porter* not  liking  my  iigure,  which  was 
half  French,  half  Spanift,  with  the  addition  of  a  large  pair 
of  boots,  covered  with  dirt,  he  was  going  to  Ihut  the  door 
in  my  face ;  but  1  prevailed  with  him  at  lift  to  let  me 
come  in." 

Immediately  on  his  arrival,  after  undergoing  this  feries  of 
difficulties,  five  years  in  continuance,  lie  was  promoted  to  be 
commander  of  a  (loop  of  war ;  and  from  thence  advanced, 
on  the  30th  of  December  following  {1746}  to  be  captain 
of  the  Syren  frigate.  After  this  no  mention  is  mqde  of 
him  during  the  war :  not  long  after  its  concluGon  he  Was 
appointed  to  the  St.  Albans,  and  ordered  for  the  coaft  of 
Guinea  with  commodore  Buckle.  A  trivial  altercation 
took  place  there  with  a  French  fquadron,  as  we  have 
already  related-  in  our  account  o(  the  gentleman  laft- 
mentioned,  and  which  we  believe  to  have  been  the 
only  material  circumftance  which  occurred  during  the 
voyage-  On  his, return  to  England,  that  is  to  fay, 
in  the  month  of  January,  1753,,  lie  was  appointed  to 
the  Angufla,  of  fixty  guns,  then  ordered  to  be  equipped 
for  a  guardfhip  at  Plymouth.  From  this  (hip  he  was,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  time  ufually  allotted  to  fuch 
commands,  promoted  to  the  Vanguard,  of  feventy  gum, 
s  (hip  ordered  to  be  fitted  for  fea  at  Plymouth!  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1755,  a  rupture  being  then 
daily  apprehended  with  France.  He  did  not  long  continue 
in  this  command,  nor  while  he  did  retain  it  was  he 
ordered  on  any  fervice  memorable  enough  to  merit  1 
particular  account  of.  In  1757  he  was  captain  of  the 
America,  a  fixiy-gun  fhip,  one  of  the  armament  employed 
on  the  fuccefslefs  expedition  againft  Rochfort,  under  fif 
Edward,  Hawke.  At  the  clofe  of  this  year  he  was  fent  out 
.fenior  officer  of  a  very  final!  fquadron,  confifting  of  his 
own  fhip  (the  Amarica),  with  the  Brilliant  and  Coventry 
frigates,  ordered  to  cruife  ujF  the  coaft  of  France.  While 
..ahieoton  this  fervice  he  fell  in  with  a  very  valuable' fhip, 
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Men.  with  fun  from  Quebec,  called  the  Diamond,  which 
endeavouring  to  get  away,  and  firing  her  Hern  chace  iii 
the  hope  of  facilitating  her  efcape,  her  afterpart  blew  up, 
and  the  vefiel  itfelf  alfo,  after  burning  with  great  fury 
for  half  an  hour.  Twenty-four  only  of  her  crew,  oat 
of  feventy,  were  faved,  and  many  of  thefe  fo  mifcrably 
icorctted  that  they  died  foon  afterwards-  The  frigates  had 
greater  fuccefs,  the  Coventry  having  captured,  after  a  (hort 
atlion,  the  Dragon,  a  large  privateer  belonging  to 
Bayonne,  a  new  ihip,  on  her  firft  cmife,  carrying  twenty- 
four  nine- pound  en,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-four 
men.  The  Brilliant  about  the  fame  time  funk,  by 
the  diEcharge  of  her  firft  broadfide,  the  Intrepid©,  * 
French  privateer  belonging  to  the  fame  port  as  the  former,, 
carrying  fourteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
ten  of  whom  were  kilted,  but  the  whole  of  the  remainder 
taken  up  by  the  Brilliant's  boats. 

No  other  material  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Byron  till 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1760,  when  he  commanded  the 
Fame,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  was  ordered  to  Louifburg 
with  fome  transports,  having  on  board  a  proper  number 
of  artificers  and  engineers,  who  were  fent  thither  for  the 
pvrpofe  of  demoliihing  the  fortifications  of  that  once  im- 
portant place.  While  abient  there  he  had,  in  the  month 
of  July,  the  good  fortune  to  effafr.  a  very  meritorious 
piece  of  fervice.  Having  received  information  from  the 
governor  of  Louifburg,  that  fome  French  (hips  of  war,, 
with  ftorelhips,  were  in  Chaleur  bay,  he  proceeded  thither 
in  quell  of  them,  with  his  own  Ihip,  the  RepuKe  and  Scarbo- 
rough. He  fucceeded  mdeftroying  the  whole,  conliftingof 
three  frigates,  the  Marchault,  of  32  guns;  the  fiienfui- 
fant,  of  twenty-two;  and  the  Marquis  Marlpfe,  of  eigh- 
teen, with  twenty  fchooncrs,  (loops,  and  fmall  privatf-ers, 
having  on  board  fome  troops,  with  a  conliderabte  quantity 
of  provifions  and  ft  ores.  Thi  s  convoy  had  been  di  (patches* 
from  France  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon  of  Montreal 5 
but  finding  the  Britifh  fquadron,  under  lord  Colville,  had 
leached  the  river  St.  Laurence  before  them,  they  put  inn* 
(he  bay  of  Chaleur,  hoping  that,  by  landing  the  troops, 
the  provisions  and  ftores,  they  might  frill  be  convoyed  to 
the  place  of  their  deftination  by  land.  In  this  the  emn*y 
found  therafelves  fatally  difappointed. 

4  Captain 
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Captain  Byron  returned  from  Louilburg,  and  arrited 
in  fafety  at  Plymouth,  towards  the  end  of  November. 
We  believe  him,  though  no  farther  particular  mention  ii 
made  of  him,  to  have  continued  in  the  Fame  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  till  the  end  of  the  war.  Soon  after  peace  had 
taken  place  it  was  refolved  to  fend  out  a  (mall  force  on  a 
voyage  of  difcovery;  and  Mr.  Byron,  in  confluence  of 
his  univerfally  acknowledged  judgement  and  (kill  in  the 
art  of  navigation,  was  pitched  upon  to  command  it.  He  - 
was  accordingly  appointed  to  the  Dolphin,  a  fixth  rate  of 
twenty  guns,  which  was  purpofely  fitted  in  the  moll  com- 
plete manner,  and  fheathed  with  copper,  which  was  at 
that  time  an  invention  almoft  new,  and,  indeed,  never 
before  this  occafion  ufed  in  fo  great  an  extent ;  the  rudder 
pins  and  other  faftnings  being  all  made  of  the  fame  metal- 
Orders  were  not  ifliied  to  equip  this  fhip  till  the  18th  of 
April ;  but  fuch  expedition  was  ufed,  that  (be  went  out  of 
dock  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  having  completed  the  rig- 
ging, taken  on  board  her  guns,  provisions,  (lores,  and  all 
iKceflaries  requifite  for  To  long  a  voyage,  was  ready  to 
fail  for  the  Downs  on  the  14th  of  the  following  month. 
On  her  paflage  thither  the  (hip  got  aground  on  the  fand, 
but  happily  floated  on  the  riling  tide  without  having  f ob- 
tained the  fmalleft  injury.  Captain  Byron  repaired  onboard 
on  the  17th ;  and  after  having  put  into  Plymouth  for  a  few 
days,  in  order  to  fully  afcertain  whether  any  injury  had  been 
fuftained  by  the  Dolphin  in  confeouence  of  the  accident 

-  jiili  mentioned,  took  his  final  departure  in  the  beginning 
of  July,  having  in  company  the  Tamar  Hoop  of  war, 
commanded  by  captain  Patrick  Mouatt.  Immediately  on  l 
.quitting  port,  Mr.  Byron,  iji  pursuance  of  his  inflruclions, 
hoifted  abroad  pendant,  being  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  of  all  his  majefty's  fhips  and  veflels  in  the  Kaft. Indies. 

'  He  got  into  the  bay  of  Fonchiale  on  the  14th  of  July, 
and  having  recruited  his  water  as  well  as  taken  on  board 
fome  neceflaries,  departed  on  the  20th.  On  the  36th  he 
reached  the  illand  of  St.  J  ago;  from  whence  he  proceeded, 
•after  a  very  fhort  flay,  for  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  off  which  he 
arrived,  having  had  a  profperous  paflage,  on  the  nth  of 
September,  and  in  three  days  afterwards  anchored  abrealt 
of  the  town  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The 
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The  commodore  quitted  that  place  on  the  2oth  of  Oc-  - 
tober;  but,  inftead  of  fleering  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  whither,  as  both  his  own  officers  and  people,  to- 
gether with  tliofe  on  board  the  Tamar,  imagined  he  was 
bound,  he  kept  far  to  the  fouthward,  till,  having  arrived 
in  the  latitude  where  he  was  ordered  to  make  his  inflnic- 
tions  known,  he  made  a  fignal  for  the  captain  of  the 
Tamar  to  repair  on  board  the  Dolphin.  He  then  pub- 
licly communicated  to  him,  and  his  own  company,  that 
they  were  bound  on  a  voyage  of  difcovery,  during  which 
they  were  to  receive  double  pay  for  their  better  encourage- 
ment. On  the  27th  of  November,  after  having  encoun- 
tered many  fevere  pies  of  wind,  they  made  Cape  Blanco, 
on  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  and  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards 
Pengwin  ifland,  fituated  three  or  four  leagues  only  from 
Port  Defire,  where  the  commodore  intended  to  put  in. 
On  the  1  ft  of  December  they  entered  that  harbour,  and 
narrowly  efcaped  deflru&ion  almoft  immediately  after-  , 
wards.  The  weather  being  extremely  temperate,  the  boats 
were  all  of  (hem  hoifted  out,  and  attended  the  (hip  up  the 
harbour;  but  a  very  violent  and  fudden  ftorm  of  wind 
anting  from  the  N.N.  E.  direftly  ahead  of  their  courfe, 
allpoflible  expedition  was  ufed  to  furl  the  fails;  both  an- 
chors were  let  go,  but  before  the  ihip  could  bring  up  flie  took 
the  ground.  A  cold  tempeftuous  night  fucceeded;  the 
boats  were  unable  to  get  on  board  again,  and,  in  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  their  companions,  were  driven  to  fea. 
Thefe  gloomy  thoughts  were  happily,  however,  of  fliort 
;  duration,  the  barge  providentially  reached  the  (hip,  and 
byherafliftance,  a  ftern  anchor  was  carried  out  juft  before 
the  tide  turned.  The  lhip  floated  and  foon  warped  into  the 
middle  of  the  harbour,  where  it  was  moored  with  both 
bowers ;  and  the  gale  ft  ill  continuing,  the  yards  as  well  as 
top-mafls  were  {truck  down. 

As  for  the  boats,  the  cutter  and  yawl  were  forced  on 
fhpre,  where  the  people  fuffered  extremely  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  but  returned  in  fafety,  as  did  the 
long  boat,  though  driven  two  leagues  to  fea  with  only  two 
men  in  It-  They  failed  from  Port  Defire  on  the  14th, 
fooner  perhaps  than  they  otherwife  would  have  done, 
owing  to  the  water  found  there  being  all  fo  Fflrongly 
tinged  with  mineral  as  to  be  unferviceable.  On  the  22d 
Vol.  V.  E  e  they 
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they  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  coafl  of  Patagonia,  where 
a  very  friendly  intercourfe  took  place  between  the  Engliih 
and  the  gigantic  inhabitants.  After  a  continuance  of  a 
few  hours  only  on  this  dreary  coaft,  the  commodore  again 
departed.  On  the  29th  he  anchored  in  Port  Famine; 
from  whence  having  failed  on  the  4th  of  January,  on  the 
13th  he  made  port  Egmont,  the  poneflion  of  which,  in  a, 
few  years  afterwards,  had  well  nigh  caufed  a  rupture  with 
the  court  of  Spain.  This  harbour  was  taken  formal  pof-  • 
feifionof,  by  the  commodore,  on  the  23  J  of  January,  with 
all  the  ceremony  ufual  on  fuch  occaliona ;  and  the  Ihips 
departed  on  the  27th.  The  commodore  returned  back,  to 
Port  Defire  for  the  purpofe  of  meeting  the  Florida  ftore- 
■  fhip,  which  he  expected  from  England  with  a  quantity  of 
frem  cured  provifions,  in  order  to  enable  him  toprofecute 
'his  rfifenveries,  according  to  the  plan  laid  down  for  fiim 
in  England.  This  junction  was  efFefled,  at  the  port  jttft 
mentioned,  on  the  5th  of  February ;  and  the  rapidity  with. 
which  the  tide  ran  in  that  harbour  rendering  the  necefiary 
commtinication  with  the  ftorefhip  not  only  difficult  but 
nearly  impracticable*  the  (hips  all  failed  together  on  the 
8th,  for  Port  Famine,  where  the  Dolphin,  andtheTamar, 
having  take^i  on  board  as  much  provifions  and  (lores,  of 
efifferent  kinds,  as  they  could  (tow,  they  parted  company 
with  the  Florida  on  the  26th,  in  profecution  of  their  own 
voyage,  leaving  the  lloreihip  to  return  to  England. 

The  commodore  bent  his  conrfe  through  the  ftreigfils 
of  Magellan,  which  intricate  and  dangerous  paflage  he 
was  fix  weeks  and  five  days  in  making,  though  thediftance 
was  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  fixteen  leagues. 
Contrary  winds,  repeated  ftorms,  and  a  variety  of  danger- 
ous ca  11  fes,  united  to  oppofe  htsprogre(s:  but  at  length 
all  thefe  difficulties  appeared  to  be  overcome  by  the  en- 
trance of  the  (hips  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  Qlh  of 
April.  On  the  26th  they  made  the  ifland  of  Mafa  Fuero, 
where,  on  account  of  its  privacy,  which  accorded  with  his 
rn(t ructions  and  the  nature  of  the  expedition  tin  which  he 
was  ftnt,  the  commodore  thonght  it  more  prudent  to  put 
in,  than  at  Juan  Fernandez,  from  whence  the  Spaniards- 
■  might  have  been  able  todi  Ccover,and  confequentty,  perhaps,. 
fruftrate  the  objefl  of  the  voyage.  Two  days  after  his 
arrival,,  'Mr.    Byron,  having  been  duly  autiiorifed   by 

his, 


Jig,:  zed  by  GoOgle 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  CHEAT  BRITAIN.         4££ 

his  mltructions,  appointed  captain  Mount  to  command 
the  Dolphin  under  him,  with  the  rank  of  port  captain, 
and  promoted  his  own  .  firft  lieutenant  to  be  commander 
(jf  the  Tamar.  The  mips  having  completed  their  water, 
failed  from  Mafa  Fuefo  oh  the  iff  of  May,  fleering  to  the 
weft  ward. 

.  After  a  paflage  pf  thirty-fix  days,  the  Tamar,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  made  a  fignal,  at  one  in  the  morning,  of 
feeing  land,  which,  on  the  approach  of  day,  proved  twd 
fmall  iilandsj  affording  no.  proper  place  of  anchor- 
age. On  this  account,  added  to  his  being  unable  to  pro- 
cure any  vegetables  or  other  relief  for  the  ufe  of  the  lick^ 
ihe  commodore  named  them  the  Iflahds  of  DiiappoitU- 
ment.  On  the  eleventh  of  the  fame  month  the  Tamar 
again  difcovered  land.  Here,  after  a  trilling  fldrmifh 
■with  the  inhabitants,  feveral  of  whom  were  unfortunately 
killed  or  wounded,  a  large  number  of  cocoa  nuts,  and  sL 
confiderable  quantity  of  fcurvy-grafs,  was  collected  for  the 
ufe  of  the  fick  :  but  no  proper  place  of  anchorage  being 
found  for  the  mips,  they  departed,  compelled  to  be  con- 
tent with  this  temporary  refrefhment.  At  the  ifland  next 
difcovered,  a  circiimftance  which  took  place  Very  foort 
after  having  quitted  the  ifland  1  aft- mention ed,  a  very 
friendly,  though  fhort  intercourfe  was  eflablided  with 
the  natives,  who  behaved  in  the  moft  hofpitab'Ie 
and  inofFenfive  manner.  This  ifland  was  named,  by 
ihe  commodore,  King  George's  Ifland,  as  was  a  fecdntl 
Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland.'  On  the  2llt  of  June  land 
was  again  difcovered,  but,  being  fiirroundcd  with  fhoals 
and  breakers^  was  named  the  Ifland  of  Danger:  two 
others  were  afterwards  feen,  the  firft  of  which  was 
"  named  the  Duke  of  York's  Ifland,  afid  the  fecond 
feyron's  Ifland.  The  commodore  had  now  fkirted 
that  duffer  of  fmall  iflands,  which  has  been  fince  fo  fre- 
quently vifited  as  to"  be  completely  explored  by  fubfequent 
navigators,  and  now  univerfally  known  by  the  rfame  of 
the  Society  Iflands.  The  commodore,  by  keeping  to  the 
northward  after  he  left  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland, 
(nifted  the"  opportunity  of  effecting  thofe  difcoveries  which 
have  fince  made  fo  confpicuous  a  figure  in  the  annals  of 
navigation.  On  the  8th  of  July,  three  days  only  after 
he  quitted  the  ifland  which  bears  his  name,  he  fell  in  with 
£  e  2  th« 


,v  Google  . 


I 


4361'  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  of' 

the  X-adroneg,  and  came  to  an  anchor  the  next  morning  in 
the  road  of  Tlnian,  having  effected  his  paffage,  from  the 
fireights  of  Magellan,  in  four  months  and  twenty  days, 
without  having  buried  one  of  the  crew  in  the  whole  of 
that  long  run. 

The  Dolphin  and  Tamar  continued  at  this  ifland,  which 
is  reprefented  by  Mr.  Byron,  inconformity  with  the  account, 
given  in  Mr.  Anfon's  voyage,  to  haVc  been  a  terreftrial 
[xaradife,  nearly  three  months,  principally  to  effect  the 
recovery  of  thofe  who  were  tainted  with  the  fcurvy,  and 
of  whom  one  perfon  only,  belonging  to  each  Oh p,  are  faid 
to  have  died.  The  object  of  the  expedition,  which  was 
merely  to  afeertain  whether  there  were  not  feveral  iflandfl 
lying  in  the  track  eroding  the  Pacific  Ocean,  between 
the  Southern  Tropic  and  the  Equator,  being  now  com- 
pleted, the  commodore  failed  from  Tinian  on  the  2d  of 
October,  intending  to  proceed  to  Batavia  on  his  way  to 
England.  On  the  220"  of  the  fame  month  he  patted  the 
Bafhee  I  (lands ;  on  the  16th  of  November  he  entered  the 
Streights  of  Banca ;  and  on  the  27.8th  of  the  fame  month 
came  to  an  anchor  m  the  Tjad  of  Batavia.  Here  it  be- 
came neceflary  to  caulk  t1  Dolphin ;  which  fervice  being 
completed,,  as  well  as  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wood,  water, 
and  provisions  taken  on  board,  the  two  (hips  failed  on  the 
9th  of  December,  and,  after  a  paflage  undiverfi  fied  by  any 
pleafant  or  unpleafant  occurrence  of  moment,  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Table  Bay  on  the  14th  of  February.  The  (hips- 
failed  from  hence  on  the  2d  o.'  March,  and,  after  a  lhort" 
and  profperous  paflage,  anchored  in  the  Downs  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1766.  The  Dolphin  being  immediately- 
paid  off,  Mr.  Byron  held  no  command  after  this  timctiil 
the  year  1769,  when  he  was,,  on  the  3d  of  June,  appointed 
governor  of  Newfoundland :  he  failed  thither  two  days 
afterwards.  He  held  this  appointment  during  the  length- 
of  time  ufually  allotted  to  it,  returning  to  Europe  at/ 
the  accuftomed  periods.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  he  had  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Panther, 
of  fixty  guns,  but  in  what  (h'tp,  in>  the  earlier  pan  of 
his  command,  we  are  ignorant. 

In  1773  he  derived  a  conliderable  addition  to  his  pri- 
vate fortune,  from  a  bequeft  of  landed  property,,  in  the 
counties  of  York  and  Hants,  worth  20,000 1,  made  him 
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by  flie  lord  Berkley,  of  Stratton,  who  alfo  left  5000I.  to  hit 
daughters,  and  2000 1.  to  each  fon.  After  the  expiration  of 
the  time  of  his  appointment  at  Newfoundland  he  had  no 
appointment,  while  he  continued  a  private  captain.  On 
March  31,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
4he  blue,;  as  he  moreover  was,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1777, 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white  ;  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1778,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;  and,  in  two  days 
afterwards,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  The  hoftile 
intentions  of  France  becoming  at  this  time  extremely 
apparent,  and  it  being  di  (covered  by  administration  that  a 
ftrong  fqiiadron  of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  commanded 
oy  the  well-known  count  d'Eftaign,  was  actually  equipped 
and  under  orders  to  fail,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  America, 
Mr.  Byron  was  chofen  to  command  a  fquadron  of  nearly 
the  fame  force,  which  was  ordered  thither  for  the  purpofe 
of  counteracting  their  interference.  Mr.  Byron  failed  ota 
the  9th  of  June,  and  the  fquadron  being  attacked  by  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  on  the  3d  of  July,  was  almoft  com- 
pletely difperfed.  Mr.  Byron  who  had  his  flag  on  board 
the  Princefs  Royal,  of  ninety  g—  J,  arrived  alone  off  Sandy 
Hook  on  the  isuYof  Augult,  ind  found  M.  d'Eftaigo  at 
anchor  there  before  him*,  in  fuch  a  llation  as  to  pre- 
vent all  portability  of  his  getting  either  into  New  York 
or  Rhode  I  (land :  he  confequently  bore  away  for  Halifax, 
which  he  reached  in  fafety  in  the  26th. 

Having  repaired  the  trivia!  injuries  the  fhip  received  on  its" 
paflage,  he  failed  from  Ha'  fax  to  New  York,  in  order  to 
join  lord  Howe,  with  all  toe  force  he  had  been  able  to 
collect.  This  confided  of  no  more  than  his  own  fhip, 
the  Culloden,  of  feventy-four  guns ;  the  Diamond  frigate, 
with  the  Oifpatch  and  Hope  (loops  of  war.  But  the 
enemy,  after  a  trivial  fkirmifh  with  fome  of  the  Englifli 
ihips,  put  into  Bolton,  in  New  England,  as  well  for  the 
purpofe  of  repairing  the  damages  they  had  fuflained  or* 
that  jxcafion,  as  to  prepare,  in  other  refpects,  for  a  voyage 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  whither  they  were  bound.  Mr.  Byron 
.having  collected  his  whole  force,  followed  thither  in  pur- 


.     *  Two  line  of  battle-Hup*  From  the  enemy1!  fguidroa  ciuced  Mr. 
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fuit,  and  arrived  in  time,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
,779> '°  prevcnt  any  farther  attack  from  being  made  on 
Mr.  Barrington,  who  had  with  a  force,  comparatively 
; /peaking,  contemptible,  not  only  withftood  the  urmoit 
efforts  of  the  French  admiral,  but  had  made  himfelf 
matter  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  even  in  his  fight.  Some 
fucceeding  months  were  fpent  in  watching  each  Other, 
during  which  lime  both  fides  received  reinforcements ;  but 
the  enemy  dill  retained  a  manifelt  ftiperiqrity,  both  in 
numbers  and  the  fize  of  their  (hips.  Such  was  the  filia- 
tion of  affairs,  when,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the  vice- 
admiral  having  received  intelligence  that  the  French  fleet, 
in  very  great  force,  had  been  difcovered  from  St.  Vincent's, 
immediately  put  to  fea  in  purfuit  of  them  ;  when  on  his 
paflage  to  Grenada,  he  received  advice  that  the  ifland  was 
attacked  by  a  force  not  exceeding  nineteen  fhips  of  the 
line.  He  flattened  thither  with  all  pofHble  fpeed,  and 
arrived  off  St.  George's  bay,  where  the  enemy  lay  at  an- 
chor, foon  after  day-light.  On  the  6th  of  July,  immedi- 
ate rneafures  were  taken  to  bring  them  to  a  clofe  and 
decifive action:  'but  the  enemy's  fket,  when  completely 
formed,  was  found  to  confilt  of  twenty-feven  fhips  of  ret 
line,  inftead  of  nineteen,  which  had  been  before  ftatcd  as 
their  higheft  force.  Notwithftanding  this  great  fuperio- 
rity,  the  whole  of  Mr.  Byron's  force  amounting  to  twenty- 
one  fail  only,  feven  or  eight  of  which  were  of  fixty-four 
guns,  while  very  few  in  M.  D'Eftaign's.  fleet  carried  lefs 
thanfeventy-four.thelattermoftinduftriouilyavoideda  clofe 
aclion,  a  point  he  was  enabled,  from  the  great  fuperiorityhis 
fhips  poftefled  in  point  of  failing,  to  carry  into  effect.  The 
encounter*  of  courfe  produced  nothing  decifive:  encum- 
bered as  Mr.  Byron  was  with  a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports, 
he  was  unable  to  effect  any  thing  farther,  and  Grenada  of 
courfe  fell  into  their  hands.  Mr.  Byron  himfelf,  in  his 
difpatches,  makes  the  following  remark  on  the  enemy's 
conduct. 

"  Although  it  was  evident,  throughout  the  whole  day, 
that  they  refolved  to  avoid  a  clofe  engagement,  I  could 


*  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  men  were  killed,  str,d  (farce  huq> 
died  and  forty-fix  were  vioonded. 
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not  -allow  mylelf  to  think,  that,  with -a  force  fo  greatly 
fuperior,  the  French  admiral  would  allow  us  to  carry  off 
thetranfports  unmolefted." 

Mr.  Byron  Toon  after  this  event  returned  to  England  in 
a  frigate,  leaving  the  command  with  rear-admiral  Parker, 
and  never  accepted  of  any  fubfequent  command,  On  the 
19th  of  March,  1770,  while  abfent  in  the  Weft  ladies, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  wtiicli 
was  the  higheft  rank  he  lived  to-  attain. 

He  died  on  the  10th  of  April,  1786,  with  the  univerfal 
and  juflly  acquired  reputation  of  a  brave  and  excellent 
.Officer,  but,  of  a  man,  extremely  unfortunate.  He  mar- 
ried, in  Auguft  1748,  Sophia,  daughter  of  John  Trevanion, 
efq.  of  Carhays,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  who  died  in  May 
1786.  By  her  he  had  ilfue  two  fous;  John,  born  Feb.  7* 
1756;  and  George  A  nfon,  afierwards  a  captain  in  the  navy, 
born  Nov.  30,  1758,  died  June  10,  1793  :  as  alfo  feven 
daughters,  threeof  whom  died  infants.  Of  the  remaining 
four,  Frances  was  married  to  Charles  Leigh,  efq.  lieute- 
11  ant-colonel  of  the  third  regiment  of  foot  guards ;  Juliana- 
Elizabeth,  to  her  coufin  William,  fon  of  the  prefent  lord 
Byron  ;  fecohdly,  Sept.  23,  1783,  to  fir  Robert  Wilmot, 
Van.  of  Derbylhire,  and  died  March  15,  1788.  Sophia- 
Maria,  and  Charlotte- Augufta. 

COKBURNE,  John*— was,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1746, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Princefla,  on  board  which 
fliip  Mr.  Leftock  hoifted  his  Bag  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  expedition  fitted  out  againft  the  coaft  of  Britanny, 
and  in  our  account  of  whom,  the  events  of  that  unfuccefs- 
fol  attempt  have  been  already  given.  In  the  following  year 
he  removed  into  the  Crown,  a  ffiip  of  forty-four  guns, 
which  is  the  only  fubfequent  mention  we  find  made  of 
him,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  the  8th  of  May, 
*7S3- 

CRAVEN,  Thomas,  —  was  the  fourth  fon  of  John 
Craven,  efq.  and  Maria  Rebecca  his  "wife,  daughter 
of  Henry  Green,  of  Wykin,  in  the  county  and  city  of 
Coventry,  Warwickfhire,  efq.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1746,  he  commanded  the  Weazle  (loop,  one  of  the 
yeifels  then  employed  to  watch  and  reconnoitre  the 
«oafi  of  France,  a  fervtce  in  which  he  difplaycd  great 
E  e  4  a&ivity. 


Jig,:  zed  by  GoOgle 


440  LIVES  ADD  CHARACTERS  OS 

activity-  He  was,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1746,  pro* 
tooted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye  frigate,  which  is  the  only 
notice  taken  of  him  during  the  then  current  war;  ana, 
indeed,  after  its  concluGon,  till  a  recommencement  of 
holtilities  was  daily  expected-  He  was,  about  the 
month  of  July  175;,  appointed  captain  of  the  Princefs 
Mary,  which  is  the  only  notice  we  find  again  taken 
of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  broke 
out  prefently  afterwards.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  war,  indeed,  we  know  him  to  have  been  unemployed, 
Hewaschofen,  by  a  very  great  majority,  one  of  the  reprer 
fentatives  in  parliament  tor  the  county  of  Berks,  at  the 
genera!  election  in  1768:  and,  on  the  18th  of  October, 
I770,  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue-  Wo 
have  not,  after  the  clofeft  invert  i  gat  ion,  been  able  to  col- 
led any  particulars,  except  thofe  above  given,  relative  to, 
this  gentleman.  We  find  him  however  unnoticed,  as  ha 
may  appear  to  have  been,  from  the  concurrent  teftimony 
of  all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  him,  to  have  been 
a  perfon  poffe  fling  the  higheft  character,  whether  confidered 
merely  as  a  private  gentleman  or  as  an  officer.  He  died 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1772,  being  then  reprefentatiyc 
for  Berk  (hi  re,  but  having  experienced  no  advancement,  as 
3  flag  officer,  from  his  original  rank. 

DENT,  Cotton.-r-We  End  this  gentleman,  in  1744,  to 
rave  been  commander  of  a  {loop  of  war  on  the  Jamaica 
ftation;  from  whence  he  was  di  (patched  to  England,  to- 
yards  the  cloie  of,  the  year,  with  an  account  of  a  very 
violent  hurricane,  which  had  done  confiderahle  damage  in 
that. quarter.  The  advice  or  packet  boat,  in  which  he 
embarked,  was  a  fmall  veffej,  having  on  board  a  valuable 
cargo  of  gold  duft,  elephant's  teeth,  rhubarb,  and  Other 
commodities  to  a  con  fide  r  able  amount.  It  was  unfortu- 
nately captured,  about  two  hundred  leagues  well  of  the 
Lizard,  by-a  large  French  privateer,  the  crew  of  which 
ufed  the  paftengers  extremely  ill,  plundering  then;  with- 
out mercy,  and  (tripping  them  even  to  their  fliirts.  We 
do  not  know  whether  he  was  appointed  to.  any  other  (loop. 
of  war  after  his  return  to  England,  but  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1745,  we  find  him  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  JCennington,  a  twenty-gun  Ihip.  No  other  mention 
is  nude  of  Kim  during  the  war ;  loon  after  the  clofe  of 
whicbj 
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•which,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  month  of  May  1750!  lie 
commanded  the  Culloden,  of  feventy  guns,  a  guardfhip 
Rationed  at  Chatham.  In  1753  he  retired  altogether 
from  the  fervi.ce,  beingappointed  one  of  the  captains  in 
Green  wich-hofpital.  Thisftation  he  held  till  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  happened  on  the  28th  of  January,  1 761 , 
DOUGLASS,  John.— We  labour  under  a  confiderabls 
degree  of  difficulty  with  refpefl  to  this  gentleman,  being 
fcarcely  able,  for  reafons  already  given  in  numberlefs  pre- 
ceding inflances,  to  difiinguifh  between  him  and  admiral 
fir  James  Douglafs,  whom  we  have  already  given  fomc 
Recount  of*.  We  find  a  captain  Douglafs,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1745,  afling  captain  of  the  Mermaid,  a 
twenty-gun  fhip,  and  believe  it  to  havebeen  this  gentle- 
man, and  not  his  predecefTort.  However  that  fail  may 
be,  we  have  no  farther  information  concerning  him  dur-r 
ingthewar.  f  he  fucceeding  peace,  throughout  the  whole  of 
its  period,  furniflies  us  with  nothing  more  interefting. 
On  the  approaching  recommencement  of  hoftilities, 
in,  1755,  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Fougeui, 
of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  fenl  in  that 
year  to  North  America,  under  Mr.  Bofcawen.  la 
1761  he  appears  to  have  been  captain  of  the  Unicorn,  a 
twenty-gun  fhip ;  but  is  in  no  other  way  noticed,  while  he 
held  this  fiation,  than  as  having,,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  March,  captured,  in  company  with  the* 
Tweed  frigate,  afmall  privateer  belonging  to  Bred,  called 
the  Marfhall  Broglio,  carrying  eight  guns  and  eighty  men. 

*  See  page  sooeifeq.. 

+  The  following  official  account  it  given,  of  a  very  fpiiited  and 
fortunate  tranfa&ion,  in  the  Gazette,  Njj.  8447. 

"  Admiralty-office,  July  tne  8th,  1743. 
"  Captain  Douglafs,  commander  of  his  majd'ly's  (hip  the  Grey. 
hound,  of  twenty  guns,  on  his  paflage  from  Cork  to  Lifoon,  on  the 
ljthof  April  laft,  at  fun-riling,  law  two  fail  in  the  latitude  of  45.  58. 
N.  to  which  hegavechace,  and  aboui  oine  got  up  with  the  (ternmofl; 
a)Fier  exchanging  a  few  (hot,  the  (truck.  He  then  made  fail  after 
1  the  other,  and  came  up  with  her  at  two,  when  the  (truck  yithout  firing 
a  gun.  One  proved  to  be  the  Benjamin,  captain  Daniel  Suite,  * 
fiiip  of  twenty  guns  and  fifty-feven  men ;  the  other  the  Neptune, 
captain  Larroque  Furgeau,  a  Clip  of  eighteen  guni  and  forty-fcren 
men,  both  from  St.  Domingo,  but  lad  from  Havannab.  Their  lading 
41  indigo,  lugar,  and  abum  fifteen  hundred  deUars." 

After 
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After  this  time  we  have  no  account  of  him  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  war:  we  know  him  to  have  been  unem- 
ployed, and  have  no  reafon  to  believe  him  to  have  received 

any  commiflion  fubfequent  to  the  ceflation  of  hoftilitks. 
He  was  not,  when  in  point  of  feniority  he  became  en- 
titled to  fuch  an  advancement,  promoted  to  be  a  flag- 
officer  even  on. the  fuperannuated  lift,  but  remained  on 
that  of  captains  as  retired  from  fervice.  The  time  of  his 
death  is  not  pfecifely  known,  but  is  fuppofed  to  have 
happened  in  (he  year  1787. 

DUDLEY,  Obrien,— was,  on  Auguft  n,  1746,  ad-  ■ 
vanced  from  the  rank  of  commander  of  a  (loop  of  war  to  be 
captain  of  the  Rofe  frigate.  He  was,  not  long  afterwards, 
promoted  to  the  Chefterfield  and  ordered  to  the  coaft  of 
Guinea.  In  the  month  of  October  1748,  the  fliip  being 
llien  off  Cape  Coaft  Cattle,  and  the  captain,  with  fome 
of  the  other  officers  on  fliore,  Cou,chman  the  firft  lieute- 
nant, together  with  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  the  carpen- 
ter, and  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  then  remaining  on 
board,  forcibly  pofleffed  themfelves  of  the  ihip,  with  an 
intention  of  turning  pirates.  Their  infamous  fcheme 
was,  however,  fruftrated  by  the  intrepidity  and  excellent  ' 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gaftril  the  boatfwain,  aftifted  by  fuch  of 
the  inferior  officers  and  crew  as  had  not  joined  the  muti- 
neers, who  retook  thefliip  after  it  had  been  in  pofleffion 
Ot  the  infatuated  jnfurgents  about  thirty  hours*.  Captain 
Dudley 


*  The  following  nun-alive  of  this  IraafaBion  will  probably  not 
he  thought  umnte  retting. 

"  On  (he  15th  of  O8ober,  1748,  captain  Dudley,  who  was  then 
on  Ibore  at  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  feni  off  bit  barge  10  Mr,  Couchman, 

Sdering  him  to  fend  the  cutter  on  Ihorc,  with  the  boat  f wain  of  the 
ip,  to  fee  the  tents  ftiuck  on  ibore,  and  to  bring  every  thlqg  belong. 
ing  to  tbe  fliip  on  board  thai  night ;  but  Couchman  djiefjly  ordered 
the  barge  to  be  hoiQed  in,  and  the  boatfwain  to  turn  all  the  hands  to 
the  quarter  deck,  where  Mr.  Couchroan,  comipg  frpm  hit  cabbin  with 
a  drawn  I  word,  find,  "  Here  1  am,  G-d  d-mn  me,  I  will  Hand  by 
you  while  I  have  a  drop  of  blood  in  my  body,"  He  was  accompa- 
nied by  John  Morgan,  the  lieutenant  of  marines;  Thomas  Knight, 
the  carpenter;  his  mate  John  Place  a  principal  a£tor;  and  about 
thirty  fcamen  with  cutlafles.  They  then  gave  three  huzzas,  and  thiew 
their  hall  over  board,  d-mtiing  old  hats,  they  would  foon  get  new, 
CqaduPM  then  (cm  for  the  boatfwain,  to  know  if  he  would  Hand  by 
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Dudley  was,  in  confeqnence  of  the  foregoing  tranfsflion, 
tried  before  a  court-martial,  of  which  fir  Edward  Hawjce 


tiro,  and  go  with  hiin.  He  replied  "  No;"  and  /aid,  "  For  God'i 
fate,  fir,  DC  ruled  by  reifon,  and  eonfider  whal  you  are  about." 
Couchman  then  threatened  to  put  him  in  irons,  if  he  did  nol  join 
with  him;  but  the  boatfwiin  boldly  told  him  he  never  would,  in  fuck 
piratical  defignt.  He  was  then  ordered  into  cuflody,  and  two  centi< 
nels  put  over  him.  Couchman  Toon  after  fent  for  Gilhjm,  the  mala 
uf  the  fliip,  and  made  the  fame  fpeeeb  to  him  ;  who  defired  to  knoy 
where  he  was  bound,  and  upon  what  account  ?  He  replied,  "  To 
tike,  burn,  and  fink,  and  fettle  a  colony  in  the  Eaft  Indict,"  There 
were  five  or  fix  more  put  into  cuflodv  with  'be  boatfwain  in  the  fame 
place,  but  they  were  confined  only  five  or  (ixhoun,  for  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  after  their  confinement,  Couchman  fent  for  then),  into  the 
great  cabbin,  and  defired  them  to  lit  and  drink  punch,  after  which  ho 
dlfmifltd  I  hem.  The  next  day  the  boatfwain  was  invited  to  dinner  by 
the  new  cotdmandcr,  who  began  to  rail  againfl  captain  Dudley,  and 
sfked  him,  and  One  of  the  mates,  what  they  thought  of  the  affair? 
The  boatfwain  replied,  "  He  thought  it  rank  piracy."  On  which 
Couchman  faid,  "  What  I  have  done  I  cannpt  now  go  from ;  I  wai 
forced  to  it  by  the  flup's  company."  The  hoaifwain  then  told  him, 
"  Thai  would  be  no  faoftion  for  his  running  away  with  the  king'i 
fhip."     The  carpenter  and  lieutenant  then  propofed  their  finning  a 

Saper,  to  which  the  boatfwain  replied,  "  He  never  would,  and  would, 
>uner  fuffer  death."  The  mate  faid  the  fame.  When  the  boat- 
fwain came  out  of  the  great  cabbin  he  went  to  the  gunner's  cabbin. 
who  wai  then  Gck  and  unable  to  come  out  of  it,  but  was  of  great  ufe 
'  is  prudent  advice  and  afiiflance ;  for,  after  the  boatfwain  bad  told 


by  his  pr 


Couchman'a  party  had  taken  poueffion  of  all  the  arm*,  be  faid, 
he  could  furnifh  him  with  twenty  pifiols.  By  thii  time  Mr.  FraGcr 
and  Mr.  Gilb  im,  mates  of  the  (hip;  the  gunner*!  mate  and  yeoman, 
frith  the  cockfwain  of  the  barge,  were  come  to  them,  and  the  boatfwain 
communicated  hit  defign  of  recovering  the  Qjip  that  very  night.  To 
thii  they  all  agreed  with  the  grcatel)  rcfolution.  It  began  then  to  be 
very  dark,  being  ten  P.  M.  when  the  boatfwain  went  to  found  the 
fhip'i  company.  On  the  forecaftle  there  were  about  thirty  men; 
he  then  jn  a  plain,  but  prudent  manner  difclofed  the  fecrei,  and  (boa 
convinced  them,  both  of  the  facility  and  neceQity  of  putting  btf  febeme 
immediately  in  praftice-  Accordingly,  the  firfl  ftep  was  to  get  up  all 
the  irons,  or  bilboes,  on  the  forccaHlc:  he  then  fent  for  the  twenty 
piflols,  which  sere  all  loaded-  He  next  fliiioned  three  men  upon  the 
grand  magazine,  and  two  to  that  abaft;  the  remainder,  who  had  no 

K'floit,  were  to  (lay  by  the  bilboes  and  fee  me  as  many  prifonen  as  he 
ould  fend.  This  difpofilion  being  made,  he  went  directly  down  on 
the  deck,  where  he  divided  hit  fmall  company  into  two  parties ;  and  . 
one  going  down- the  main,  the  other  the  fore  hatchway,  they  (boa. 
fecured  eleven  or  twelve  of  the  ringleaders,  and  fent  tbcm  up  to  the 
fbrecafile  without  the  leaft  noife.    Tb«  two  parties  then  joined,  and 
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was  prefi dent,  held  on  board  the  Invincible  on  the  2fitU 
of  June,  1749.  His  cafe  being  very  plain  he  was  ho- 
nourably acquitted  after  a  very  (Sort  enquiry,  but  we  do 
not  believe  him  ever  to  have  held  any  fubfequent  command. 
Hedifd  in  England  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1759. 
.  DUFF,  Robert,  —  was,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1746,  commander  of  the  Terror  bomb-ketch  on  the  coaft  of 
Scotland,  where  he  was  extremely  active,  as  appears, 
among  many  other  proofs,  by  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  him,  dated  off  Coll,  one  of  the  Wcftera  Jflands, 
Way  the  19th. 

"  The  day  after  our  engagement  with  the  two  French 
men  of  war,  off  Loch  Nouay,  the  Raven  Hoop  joined  us; 
and  having  in  the  bell  manner  we  could,  repaired  the  da- 
mage done  us  in  our  mails  and  rigging)  upon  the  6th,  at 
four  in  the  morning,  we  failed  from  Arras.  About  noon 
we  were  in  Loch  Nouay,  but  not  finding  the  French  (hips 
(here,  we  proceeded  to  Cannay  to  endeavour  to  get  intel- 
ligence of  them.  At  Cannay  we  were  informed  they 
pa  fled  by  that  ifland  upon  the  fourth,  in  the  afternoon. 
We  fleered  onward  and  fearched  the  harbours  on 
that  coaft;  but  not  finding  them  there,  went  out  to 
Stornway.  Upon  the  13th  iuftant,  near  Cape  Wriath, 
We  were  joined  by  the  Scarborough  and  Glafgow  men  of 
War,  each  of  twenty  guns}  with  the  Tryal  and  Happy 
Jennet  Hoops.  Having  intelligence  of  a  French  Hoop  of 
eight  guns  being  upon  that  coaft,  I  was  ordered  to  fearcb. 
the  Loch  on  the  Main,  from  Loch  Brim  to  Ardtiamur- 
chan,  which  I  have  accordingly  done;  but  can  get  no  other 
account  of  her,  than  that  fuch  a  veffel  was  fcen  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Loch  Brim  on  the  9th.  Upon  the  17th  in- 
ftant  I  joined  the  Furnace  off  Glenaley;  yefterday  w« 
went  into  Loch  Nouay,  and  fent  a  party  of  men  on  fhoro 
to  fearch  for  arms  and  ammunition  landed  from  the  French  ■' 
men  of  war.  We  found  twenty  barrels  of  powder  and 
about  eighty  mufkets,  which  we  brought  off." 

He  was,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1746,  promoted  to  thq 
rank  of  poll  captain,  and  appointed  to  the  Anglefca.    Pre- 

%cat  dirc&Jy  to  the  grew  ctbbin,  whore  thev  feeiwed  Couchnun, 
ifce  lieutenant  of  marinct,  and  the  orpeour,  whom  they  in 
confined  in  diflt*ent  puuef  the  fluo.™ 
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vtotlB  to  that  time  we  have  no  information  concerning 
him.  He  retained  the  fame  command  during  the  enfuing 
year,  and  not  improbably  as  long  as  the  war  continued, 
employed,  at  leaft  during  a  part  of  it,  as  a  croifer 
on  the  Irifli  flat  ion,  where  he  appears  to  have  unfortu- 
nately experienced  but  little  fuccefs ;  the  only  capture  we 
find  particularly  mentioned,  as  made  by  him,  being  the 
Extravagant,  a  fmall  privateer  belonging  to  St.  Sebaftians, 
carrying  twelve  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  enfuing  peace  he  is  not 
known  to  have  held  anycommiflion,  his  next  fubfequent 
command  being  that  of  the  Rochefter,  a  fifty -gun  fliip, 
to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1755,  when  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment firfl  became  apprehenfive  of  an  approaching 
rupture  with  France.  He  retained  it  till  the  year  1760. 
During  the  year  1756  he  was  principally  employed  in 
cruifing  off  the  coaft  of  France,  a  fervice  in  which  he 
appears  to  have  had  good  fuccefs,  particularly  in  the  cap- 
ture of  neutral  (hips,  which,  under  the  fuppofed  protec- 
tion of  their  flag,  carried  on  a  trade  extremely  lucrative 
to  themfelves,  and  injurious  to  Britain,  by  fupplying  the 
enemy  with  naval  (tores  and  ammunition.  Five  large 
Dutch  (hips,  laden  with  commodities  of  this  kind,  were 
captured  by  the  Rochefter  and  Ambufcade  about  the  end 
of  Auguft.  He  was  employed  in  a  fimilar  manner  during 
the  fucceeding  year ;  and  in  the  month  of  April  captured, 
m  company  with  captain  Geary,  of  the  Somerfet,  two 
large  prizes,  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  enemy, 
bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Quebec,  the  particulars  of  which 
fuccefs  have  been  already  related  at  length  in  our  account 
of  the  gentleman  .1  aft  mentioned,  who  was  the  fenior,  or 
commanding  officer*.  Captain  Duff  was  difpatched  in 
purfuit  of  three  Clips  which  fled  at  the  firft  fight  of  the 
Britifli,  and,  notwitmfanding  his, diligence  and  activity, 
were  fortunate  enough  to  effect  their  efcape.  When, 
however,  on  his  return  to  Portfmouth,  he  fell  in  with  a 
French  privateer,  called  the  Poftillion,  belonging  to  St. 
Jean  de  Luz,  which  he  captured  and  afterwards  burnt. 
No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year  than  as  having,  in  the  month  of  June,  cap- 

*  See  p»ge  178, 
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Hired  a  fmall  privateer  belonging  to  St.  Maloes,  Called 
the  Jean  Baptifte. 

In  1758  he  ferved  under  lord  Howe  in  the  fmall  fqua- 
dron  which  covered  the  various  defuttory  expedition^ 
againft  different  pans  of  (he  coafl  of  France ;  and,  at  the 
unfortunate  and  perilous  affair  in  St.  Cas  bay,  commanded 
ihe  flat ■  bottomed  boats  which  took  otFthe  troops.  This  (er- 
vice,  which  acquired  the  utmoft  activity  and  prefence  of 
mind  in  the  midilof  the  mod  imminent  danger, fie  executed 
with  all  the  adroitnefs  and  attention  poffible ;  to  that  to  his 
exertions,  aided  by  thofe  of  thegallant  officers  employed 
under  him,  we  may  fairly  attribute,  that  the  lofs,  fullajned 
by  the  army  on  that  melancholy  occafion,  great  as  it 
proved,  was  not  far  more  extenfive  and  lamentable.  In 
1759  he  was  employed  as  fenior  captain  with  the  nominal 
jank  of  commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  Rationed  ofFthe 
coafl  of  France,  foe  the  double  purpofe  of  protecting  the 
Britilh  commerce  from  privateers,  and  watching  the 
motions  of  the  armament  which  lay  ready  for  fea  in  the 
poti  of  Breft-  Iji  thefirft  mentioned  part  of  his  occupation  > 
his  fuccefs  was  confined  to  the  capture  of  one  or  two  in- 
confiderable  veflels ;  but  in  the  fecond  and  more  confe- 
qucntial  object  of  his  employment  he  was  far  more 
fortunate  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year.  He  took  his 
fiation  in  Quiberon  Bay,  where  he  effectually  blocked 
a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports,  which  were  to  have  taken 
on  board  the  troops  intended  to  be  convoyed,  by  the 
marquis  de  Conflan's  fleet,for  the  invafion  of  Ireland.  This 
judicious  meafure adopted  by  the  Britilh  government,  and 
ihe  great  diligence  ufed  by  Mr.  Duff  in  the  execution  of 
his  orders,  contributed  very  much  to  impede  the  projected 
expedition,  and  at  length  to  render  it  abortive. 

The  firft  object  of  the  French  admiral,  when  he  put  Iff 
fea  in  the  month  of  November,  in  confequence  of  fit 
Edward  Hawke  and  his  fleet  having  been  blown  off  the 
coafl:,  was  the  deflruction  of  Mr.  Duff  and  his  little  fqua- 
dron,  confifting  of  four  fifty- gun  fhips,  the  Minervay 
"Vengeance,  Venus,  and  Saphire  frigates.  M.  de  Con- 
flans  was  actually  jn  chace  of  thofe  fhips  when  fir  Edward 
came  up  with  him  ;  and  it  is  not  impoflible  but  that  glo- 
rious victory  might  be  in  foine  degree  owing  to'his  having 
too  eagerly  purfued,  what  he  deemed  a  certain  prize,  and 
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by  that  means  thrown  himfelf  fo  near  the  Britifh  fleet, 
that  tils  efcape  back  into  Breft  became  impracticable. 
Mr.  Duff  was,  not  long  after  this  time,  prompted  to  the 
Foudroyant,  of  eighty  guns,  a  prize  taken  from  the  enemy 
fometimc  before,  by  the  Monmouth.  He  is  not  otherwife 
mentioned  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  We  know 
of  no  fubfequent  command  held  by  this  gentleman  (luring 
the  time  he  continued  a  private  captain,  though  it  is  by 
no  means  improbable,  that,  at  fome  period  during  the 
peace,  he  was  appointed  to  a  guard-fliip.  On  the  31ft  of 
March,  1775,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admi- 
ral of  the  blue ;  and;  on  the  24th  of  the  enfuing  month, 
was  appointed  to  command  on  the  Newfoundland  (ration. 
Having  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Romney  he  failed 
thither  foon  afterwards,  with  the  Surprize,  of  28  guns; 
the  Aldborough,  of  20,  and  the  Egmont  fchooner,  under 
his  command.  On  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  he  was 
farther  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;  but,  during 
his  continuance  in  command  at  Newfoundland,  met  with 
no  occurrence  in  any  degree  worthy  our  notice.  In  the 
month  of  September,  1777,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Gi- 
braltar ftation,  whither  he  immediately  afterwards  repaired, 
having  his  flag  on  board  the  Panther,  of  fixty  guns.  Here 
hedifplayed  his  ufual  activity  and  diligence  in  the  distri- 
bution of  his  cruifers,  and  met  with  no  inconfiderablc 
fuccefe  among  the  American,  the  French,  and  Spamfh 
fhips,  but  more  particularly  the  latter,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities  in  that  quarter,  in  1779.  The 
blockade  of  Gibraltar  being  completely  formed  at  the 
condufionof  the  year  juft  mentioned,  and  a  Spanifh  force, 
far  fuperior  to  what  the  Britifh  court  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  leave  there,  being  conft an tly  ftationed  at  Algeztras, 
Mr.  DufF  returned  to  England  with  Mr.  Digby  and  the 
fleet  which,  under  the  chief  command  of  fir  George  Bridges 
Rodney,  in  the  month  of  January  1780,  had  defeated  the 
Spanifh  fleet  under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara, 
and  for  3  time  effectually  relieved  both  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar. 

During  his  abfence,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  29th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1778,  Mr.  Duff  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue;  and,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1779,  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  white ;  but  never  accepted  of  any  command 
*ft«.  his  return  to  England  at  the  time  above -itated.  On 
"  ' "  th« 
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the  a6th  of  September  he  was,  moreover,  promoted  to  fie" 
vice-admiral  of  the  red.  This  was  the  higheft  rank  he 
lived  to  attain,  for,  having  been  long  grievoufly  afflicted 
with  the  gout,  he  repaired  to  Bath,  in  the  hope  of  meeting 
with  fame  relief  frorri  the  falutary  effects  of  thole 
waters  in  fuch  cafes :  but  not  experiencing  the  benefit  he 
expected,  was  on  Ms  return  to  his  native  country,  Scot- 
land ;  when  he  died  at  Queen's- Ferry,  in  Cbnfequence  of 
a  violent  attack  of  the  gout  in  his  ftomach,  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1587*. 

FALKINGHAM,  Edward,— the  fonof  com-roiflioner 
Edward  Falkingham,  whom  we  have  already  noticedy 
was,  in  1744,  commander  of  the  Bafililk  bomb-ketch. 
Afterwards  he  t  was,  on  the  26th  of  March,  17+6,  ap- 
pointed captainof  the  Succefs  frigate.  We  do  not  meet  with 
any  fubfequent  account  or  mention  made  of  this  gentle- 
man till  fome  time  after  the  re- com  men  cement  of  the  war 
With  France  in  1756.  In  the  fucceeding  year  we  find 
him  captain  of  the  Sutherland,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the 
Seet  fent  on  the  nnfuccefsful  expedition,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  Holburne.  About  the  month  of  October 
1758,  he  was  promoted  to  thePrincefs  Caroline,  of  eighty 
guns;  which  fhip  was,  not  long  afterwards,  put  out  of 
commiffion  and  converted  into  an  hofpitai  (hip,  as  being 
unfit  lor  any  other  kind  of  fervice.  We  do  not  believe 
him  to  have  ever  held  any  command  afterwards  j  but  no 
particular  circumftances  relative  to  him  have  come  to  our 
knowledge,  except  that  he  retired  from  the  fervice  in 
1770,  being  then  put  on  the  fuperanmiated  Irft  with  the 
rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  fometime  in 
l!ie  courfe  of  the  year  1783. 

FAULKNOR,  Samuel, — in  the  beginning^  the  year 


*  This  gentleman  wai  of  a  very  ancient  Scottifh  family,  nearly 
related  to  the  earl  of  Fife",  who  ii  defcended  from  Macduff,  eighth 
thane  and  afterwards  earl  oFFife,  well  known  in  billory  as  thedefiroyer 
of  the  tyrant  Macbeth.  Admiral  Duff  became  full  more  surly  allied 
(o  the  family  of  the  tarl  of  Fife,  by  his  marriage' with  the  lady  Helen 
Cuff,  fourth  daughter  of  William,  Grit  earl  of  Fife ;  by  her  be  had. 
ihree  fans,  and  one  daughter,  afterward]  mairied,  at  Edinburgh,  op 
the  ed  of  January,  1791,  to  Mr.  CUrke,  foil  efDi.  Clarke. 

1  See  vol,  iv.  p.  net  ftij. 
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«"746,  was  commander  ofthe  Vulture  ii00p*;(from  which 
he  *asi  on  April  21ft,  of  the  fame  year,  promoted  from  the 
rank  of  commander  of  a  floop  of  war,  to  be  captain  of  the 
Amazon  frigate.  From  this  vefiel  he  was  removed  into 
the  Fox,  a  veflel  of  the  fame  rate  as  the  former,  and 
ordered  to  Jamaica,  where  that  (hip  was  unhappily  loft  in 
an  hurricane,  which  took  place  on  the  t  ith  of  September, 
1751,  and  did  incredible  damage  to  the  Slipping  in  that 
quarter:  Capt.  Faulk  nor  and  the  greater  patt  of  his  people 
were  fortunately  faved,  and  being  afterwards  tried  he  was 
moil  honourably  acquitted  of  all  blame.  lie  was,  after 
his  return  to  England,  about  .the  month  of  June  1752, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Hind,  which,  as  well  as  the  two 
former  mips  he  had  commanded,  carried  twenty  guns: 
Early  in  1755  he  commanded  the  Lyme,  alfo  a  twenty-gun 
fhip ;  but  about  the  month  of  April,  or  May,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Windforj  of  fixty  guns,  in  which  command 
he  continued  during  his  life.  He  is  mentioned  in  fome 
accounts  as  one  of  the  wititefTes  examined  on  the  trial  of  ■ 
'  admiral  Byng;  but  we  believe  this  to  be  a  miftake,  the 
Windfor  certainly  not  having  been  in  the  action.  The 
Windfor  appears  to  have  been  principally,  if  not  entirely, 
employed  as  a  cruilihg  (hip,  her  name  not  occurring  ia 
any  of  the  lines  of  battle,  oHifts  of  armaments  fent  on 

*  While  in  -this  command  he  ii  officially  mentioned  is  having  per- 
formed the  following  notable  piece  of  ft r vice.  • 
.  "  Captain  Faiitknor,  in  the  Vultuie  floop,  being  arrived  at  Invert 
keithen  road,  fent  the  cutter  and  boats  before,  who,  upon  their  arrival 
In  Kt  near  din  road,  faw  a  brig  come  out  of  Air tb,  which  (he  rebels  had 
feized  in  order  ,to  (ranfport  their  cannon  from  Aliowa  up  the  Firth-, 
10  batter  Sirling  cattle.  The  next  morning  captain  Faulkner  arrived 
in  the  road  likewile ;  and  upon  the  lieutenant  of  the  Pearl's  informing 
him  of  this,  is  well  as  of  there  being  two  more  veffeb  in  Airth  that,  tren 
liable  to  be  feized  by  the  rebels  for  the  fame  purpofe,  he  fent  the'boau 
manned  and  armed  to  barn  them,  which  they  cffefluallv  performed 
without  the  loft  of  a  man,  though  the  rebels  fired  fome  platoons  from 
the  (own.  While  this  was  doing  the  tide  fell  fo  low  that  he  could 
not  return  to  the  road  that '  night ;  upon  which -the  rebels  in  Airth 
opened  a  battery  of  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  the  morning  began 
lb  play  upon  him  very  unexpectedly,  but  did  blm  no  damage.  The 
fire  from  the  floop  dl  (mounted  two  of  (heir  cannon,  lulled  their  prin- 
cipal engineer  (as  they  beard  by  a  man  of  the  town)  with  fome  other), 
and  drove  the  rebels  not  only  all  out  of  the  town  but  from  their  bn- 
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Afferent  (ervices,  and  in  the  line  of  hit  particular  employ- 
ment capt.  Faulknor  appears  10  have  been  remarkably  fuc- 
eefcrul.  Early  in  1758  he  captured  a  French  Eaft  India 
fliip,  bound  to  Port  L 'Orient,  called  (he  Pacifique ;  and 
jn  the  month  of  April,  having  been  difpatched,  In  com- 

Say  frith  the  Efcone  frigate,  to  intercept  two  French 
gates  and  three  ftorefhips,  which,  according  to  infor- 
mation received  by  the  admiralty-board,  had  failed  from 
Dunkirk  a  few  days  before,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
fell  in  with  them  on.  the  27th  of  that  month,  about  fixtecn 
leagues  diftant  from  the  Ram  Mead. 

The  enemy's  twa  fhips  of  war  broughl-to  in  a  line  as 
if  they  intended  to  engage  the  Windsor,  while  the  (tore* 
fhips  erouded  all  the  fail  they  could  to  the  weftward, 
in  the  hope  of  effecting  their  efcape.  When  the 
Wmdforhad  fetched  within  about  two.  gun-fhot  of  the  fri- 
gates they  aifo  made  all  the  fait  they  could,  {landing  to- 
wards their  own  coaft.  Captain  Faulknor  obferring 
this,  difpatched  the  Efcorte  after  the  ftore-fliips,  while  he 
himfetf  gave  chace  to  the  frigates.  He  continued  the 
purfuit  feme  hours,  till,  finding  that  the  enemy's  (hips 
greatly  out  failed  him,  he  abandoned  that  part  of  the  chace 
and  flood  after  the  convoy,  which  was  now  barely  dis- 
cernible from  his  poop.  After  continuing  the  chace  with 
tha  greWeft  eagentefe  during-  the  night,  on*  wip  only  was 
vifible  at  day-light;  this  captain  Faulknar  loon  after- 
wards came  up  with  and  captured.  She  was  called  the 
St.  Peter,  was  a  targe  fhip,  and  had  on  board  nearly  four 
hundred  tons  of  provlfions  and  (tores,  with  a  thou&nd 
ftaods  of  arms,  intended  for  Quebec. 

In  the  rpring  of  the  enfuuig  yeas  captain  Faulknor  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  in  the  fame  line  of  fervicewe  hare 
already  feen  him  occupied ;  and,  on  Aprit  27th,  fell  in  with 
lour  large  fhips,  which,  on  being  chaced,  formed  a  line  to 
receive  hitn.  Captain  Faulknor  brought  the  flccnmoft  ta 
action;  upon  which  her  companions  brokethe  line,  endea- 
voured to  lave  themfelves  by  flight,  and  the  fhip  engaged 
furrendercd.  It  proved  to  be  the  Due  de  Chart  res,  a  fhip 
belonging  to  the  French  Eaft  India  company,  and  bound 
to  Pondtdtcrry,  having  on  board  a  cargo,  confiding  of 
ftxty  tons  of  gunpowder,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  tens 
«f  cordage,  provifions,  fail-cloth,  and  other  fbrcs.     It 
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-was  pierced  for  (ixty  guns,  but,  being  arme"  en  flute,  had 
only  twenty-four  twelve  pounders  mounted,  with  a  crew 
of  two  -hundred  and  ninety-four  men,  twenty-eight  of 
whom  were  kilted  and  eighteen  wounded;  while  the  in- 
jury fuftained  by  the  Windfor  amounted  to  only  one  man 
killed  and  fix  wounded.  The  three  (hips  which  efcaped 
were  armed  and  laden  in  the  fame  manner  the  prize  was, 
but  were  of  different  rites,  one  being  pierced  for  feventy, 
afecond  for  fifty  four,  and  the  third  for  twenty-four  guns. 
Captain  Faulknor  furvived  this  event  but  a  very  iaort 
lime,  dying;  on  the  28th  of  May  following. 

FERGUSON,  John.— This  gentleman,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1746,  was  commander  of  the  Furnace 
bomb,  then  employed  as  a  cruifer  off  the  coaft  of  Scot- 
land*. He  rendered  himfelf  fo  confpicuous  on  that 
(ration  by  his  activity,  diligence,  and  general  conduct, 
that  he  was,  on  the  flxth  of  October  in  the  fame  year, 
promoted,  as  it  is  faid,  in  confluence  of  the  exprefs  in- 
terference and  recommendation  of  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, to  be  captain  of  the  Nightingale,  a  new  frigate 
then  jult  launched.  During  the  enfuing  year  we  believe 
him  to  have  been  principally  employed  as  a  cruifer;  and 
in  the  month,  either  of  September  or  October,  he  again 
very  much  dilringuithed  himfelf  by  the  capture  of  a 
French  (hip  of  fomewhat  fupcrior  force,  called  the  Dau- 
phin Royal,  carrying  twenty-two  guns  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  The  enemy  made  a  very  obftjnate  though 
running  fight,  and  was  not  overpowered  till  after  a  conteft  of 
ten  hours  continuance.  No  farther  mention  is  made  of 
him  till  the  year  1753,  when  we  find  him  commanding 
the  Porcupine  lloop,  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  very 
actively  employed  in  fcouring  that. quarter,  and  preventing 
the  return  of  the  rebel  chiefs,  many  of  whom,  after  hav- 
ing efcaped  to  France,  it  was  then  rumoured,  were  on  the 
point  of  attempting  to  repair  again  to  their  native  country, 
in  the  hope  of  exciting  fome  frelh  infurrediont. 

We  have  no  account  of  him  after  this  time  till  die  year 
1758,  when  he  Was  captain  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  mips  Tent  on  the 

*  "  Captain  Fcfgufon,  of  the  Furnace,    hai  Ceiled  eigbt  hundred 
fluids  of  arms  at  M'Dof aid,  of  BarrafdaleVhoufe,   in  the  ifle  of 
R*fajr.»— Gm.  No.  854a. 
'  t  He  wai  not  long  aftennfdl  appointed  regulating  oKccr  on  the 
ft«*  (ration. 
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expedition  againft  Louifburg*,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Boicawen.  He  remained  in  the  fame  ftation  during 
aconfiderable  fpace  of  time,  but  neither  himfelf  nor  his 
fllip  are  again  noticed  till  the  year  1 762,  when  the  Prince 
of  Orange  was  one  of  the  Channel  fleet  Hnder  the  orders 
of  fir  Edward  Hawkc,  and  his  royal  highnefs  the  late  duke 
of  York.  In  both  the  fervices  1  alt-mentioned,  as  well  as 
every  other  in  which  he  was  employed  during  the  war,  he 
appears  to  have  unfortunately  had  no  opportunity  of 
encreafing  either  his  fame  or  fortune.  After  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war  he  was,  about  the  month  of  June  1763, 
appointed  to  the  Romney,  of  fifty  guns,  but  quitted  that 
command  loon  afterwards,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Firmer 
a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns;  as.  he  afterwards  was  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  a  (hip  of  the  fame  force..  He  died  oa 
fhe  13th  of  June,  1767. 

.  FERRERS,  Washington  Shirleyt,  Earl  of,  —  was  the 

fee ond  fon  of  Lawrence,  third  earl  of  Ferrers,  and  Anne, 

fourth 

*  An  anecdote  is  related  of  this  gentleman  in  Entiek's  Hiftory, 
which  we  think  it  would  be  an  aft  of  irijufhce  to  him  to  fupprelV 
The  road  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Louiunirg  was  fo  entremely  welt 
fortified,  both  by  art  and  nature,  (hat  it  wis  generally  deemed  alrnolt 
an  impracticability  to  effect  a  landing :  the  admiral  took  the  advice 
of  each  commander  feparately,  and,  to  ufe  the  hi(lorian'»  own  words, 
"  It  coming  to  the  turn  of  captain  Fcrgufone,  an  old,  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  whom  Mr.  Bofeawen  had  requeued  from  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  to  attend  him  in  this  fervite,  and  in  whofe  opinion 
and  conduct  00  the  mot  trying  ocesfions  he  could  place  great  confi- 
dence. Thia  captain  having  delivered  himfelf  in  the  moll  relpeftfut 
term]  in  regard  to  the  opinion!  of  his  brethren,  whofe  reafoni  the 
admiral  ineeouoully  related  le>  him,  and  deTpifing  the  argument!  drawn 
from  the  danger  or  the  Service,  for  proving  an  impracticability  with- 
out an  actual  attempt  to  land,  and  to  force  the  enemy's  polls  with  alt 
the  art  and  ftrength.  in  their  power,  he  advifed  the  admiral,  for  hi* 
own  honour  and  the  glory  of  his  country,  to  exert  that  power  with 
which  he  was  inverted,  and  not  to- leave  it  to  the  ancertain  refolutions 
of  a  council  of  war,  which  bad  been  fo  fatal  at  Minorca,  at'Rochforr, 
and  even  at  Hallifax,  to  the  difgraee  of  all  concerned,  and  to  the 
extreme  lofa  of  the  nation. " 

The  admiral  acquit  feed  in  the  juflnefi  of  the  captain's  observation 
on  councils  of  war;  thanked  him  for  his  open  and  Jionefl  advice  ;  re- 
Folved  to.  call  no  council,  but  flri&ly  to  adhere  to  hit  inliruftiont, 
'  which  were  to  land  the  troops  on  the  idand  of  Cape  Breton. 

t  The  ancient  family  of  Shirley  derive  their  defcent  from  Safuallo, 
orSewallus  de  Eringdon,  whob  name  (fa yi  Dugdlle  in  hit  Antiqui- 
ties of  Watwickflure)  argues  him  to  be  of  the  old.  Englifh  flock  r 
which 


,,MbyGoogIe 


HAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.       4$y~ 

feurtliaauglncrtofij'WalterClarHes.ofAfton.inthecounty 
of  Hertford,  bart.  Having  betaken  himfelf  to  a  mari. 
tiaK  life,  and  undergone  the  neceffary  years  of  proba- 
tion, as  well  as  palled  through  the  feveral  more  fub  ordinate 
ranks  of  midshipman,  lieutenant,  and  commander,  with 
the  highcft  credit  and  reputation,  he  was,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1746,  appointed  captain  of  the  Fox  frigate.  He 
remained  but  a  very  fhort  time  in  this  fhip,  baying  been, 
early  in  the  enftring  year,  promoted  to  the  Dover,  of  forty- 
four  gum.  From  this  fhip  he  removed  into  the  Renown, 
a  frigate  captured  try  him  a  fhort  time  before,  while 
captain  of  the  Dover.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1753 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Mermaid  frigate,  in  which 
he  probably  continued  till  the  commencement  of  the  war 
with  France,  in  1756.  In  1758  he  was  captain  of  the 
Due  D'Aquirain,  of  fixiy  guns,  and  the  only  fub- 
fequent  command  in  which  we  find  him  mentioned,  is 
that  of  the  Temple,  a  fhip. of  the  line,  carrying  feventy 
guns,  one  of  the  Channel  fleet  under  the  orders  of  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  which  totally  defeated  that  of  France, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1759,  in  Quiberon  Bay. 
Captain  Shirley  on  this  occafion  diftinguifhed  in  a  very 
confpicuous  manner,  but  fucceeding  to  the  title  of  earl 
Ferrers,  on  the  death  of  his  unfortunate  brother,  Law- 
rence, the  fourth  earl,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1760,  he  from 
that  time  quitted  the  naval  fervice.  On  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1761,  he  was  elected  fellow  of  the  royal  fociety, 
in  compliment  to  him  for  a  feries  of  very  accurate  obfer- 
vations  he  made  on  the  tranlit  of  Venus  over  the  fun,  on 
the  fixth  of  June  preceding,  and  which  he  had  commu- 
nicated to  that  learned  body,  together  with  many  other 
ufeful  and  interefHng'difcoveries,  tending  to  the  improve- 
ment of  mathematical  and  nautical  knowledge.  His 
lordfbip  having  for  many  years,  as  we  have  already  ftated, 
declined  the  fervice,  continued  a  long  time  at  the  head  of 
the  lift  as  the  fenior  captain  capable  of  ferving;  but  after- 


vrbich  Sewillui  redded  at  nether  Ktingdon  in  com.  Warwick  about 
(he  reign  of  king  Edward  ihe  Conftflor;  which  place  had  been  (he 
fcat  of  hi*  anccSoit,  ai  there  it  rafoD  to  believe,  for  many  genera- 


V  f  3  ward*. 


,v  Google 


+«f+  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  Or 

wards,  as  2  very  proper  and  honourable  teftimony'of  the 
Abilities  he  had  difplayed  when  actually  engaged  m  fcr- 
vice,  was,  on.ihc  31ft  of  March,  1775,  advanced  tote' 
rear-admiral  of  the  white,  which  was  his  firfl  appointment 
in  the  rank  of  a  flag-officer.  Op  the  3d  of  February, 
1776,  he  was  moreover  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue.  Thrs  was  the  higher)  rank  his  fordihip  lived  to 
attain  to,  he  dying  at  Stanton  Harold,  in  Leicefterihire, 
on  the  ill  of  October,  1778,  was  buried  there.  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  — -■  Elliot,  of  Plymouth,  eft|. 
but  had  no  tribe. 

HARLAND,  Ki  Robert,— was  appoh*ed  a  lieutenant 
in  the  navy  on  the  25th  of  February,  1742^  and  ferved 
under  Mr.  Mathews,  at  the  time  of  the  encounter  with 
the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off*  Toulon,  as  fourth  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Narniir,  In  the  month  of  January  *745. 
he  was  advanced  to  be  commander  of  the  Scipio  hrerhip. 
From  this  time  "we  have  no  account  of  him  trll  his  pro- 
motion, on  the  19th  of  March,  1746,  to  be  captain  of  the 
Tilbury.  He  retained  this  command  till  the  lend  of 
the  year  1747,  when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Not- 
tingham, of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  ftafioned  to 
crtirfc  i  n  foundings,  under  the  orders  of  fir  Edward  Hawke. 
He  had  fcrved  under  that  gallant  officer,  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  ferviceas  captain  of  the  Tilbury.  In  tins  fhtpfce 
diftirguitbed  himfelf,  in  the  molt  confpicnors  maimer,  at 
the  attack  and  ■defeat  of  L'Etendiere'sf«pradror»,fb  ihatrear- 
admiral  Hawke,  in  his  account  of  the  action,  makes  particu- 
lar mention  of  him  in  the  following  terms.  "Oapt.  Htfr- 
land,  in  the  Tilbury,  obferving  that  the  fone  of  rhe  enemy's 
fhi.ps)  fired  ii  rrgle  guns  at  us,  in  order  tod  if  malt  us,  flood  OH 
the  other  tack  between  tier  and  the  iBevtinfbire, land  gtWe 
her  a  very  (mart  fire."  Soon  after  his  appointment  to  The 
Nottingham,  in  confluence  of  the  vJearh  of  carAain 
Saumarez,  who  was  killed  in  the  action  juft -mentioned, 
he  had  a  frefh  opportunity  of  diftingtrifhing  Iiarrfeh  in  the 
attack  of  the  Magaanime,  a  French  (hip  of  war,  carrying 
feventy-four  guns  and  fix  hundred  and  eighty-fix  men, 
commanded  hy  the  'marquis  D*Albert,  cnef  nVfcadre. 
This  ihip  was  difcovere'd  by  the  fquaaxon  on  the  lad  day 
of  January,  174.7-8.  The  Nottingham,  with.jfc*  i*»rt- 
land,  ■captain  Stevens,  being  ordered  to- chafe,  captain 
Harland 
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Har land  got  up  with  the  enemy  about  ten  o'clock,  and  im- 
mediately began  to  engage,  as  did  the  Portland,  which 
ihip  was  a  confiderable  diiiance  artcrn  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  adion,  in  about  an  hour  afterwards.  The 
Tea  ran  fo  high  as  to  prevent  both  the  auaiiants  and  the 
enemy  from  opening  their  lower  ports,  and  feived  to 
prolong  the  afiion  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  owing  to  the 
uticertMHty  of  firing  with  effect  in  fuch  a  fwell.  In  this 
encounter  the  Nottingham  had  fixteen  men  killed  and 
eighteen  wounded  * i  but  the  injury  fuftaincd  by  the  prize 
amounted  to  forty-five  men  killed  and  one  hundred  and 
five  wounded. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  an  event  which  took 
place  not  long  after  this  time,  Mr.  Harland  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Monarch  guardfliip,  at  Portfmoutny 
,  where  We  find  him,  in  the  month  of  June  1749,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-martial,  affirm  bled  on  board  the 
Invincible,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Dudley,  of  the  Chef- 
terneld,  and  the  mutineers  who  had  attempted  to  run  away 
with  that  ihip.  He  was  next  appointed  to  the  Eftcx,  a 
third  rate  of  fixty-four  guns,  in  1755,  and  afterwards 
removed  into  the  Conqueror,  a  third  rate  of  feventy- 
four  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean„in  the  year  1 759,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Bbfcawen, 
He  was  one  of  the  commanders  detached  by  the  admiral, 
as  already  related  In  the  account  of  admiral  Callis,  ana 
Mr.  Bofcawen  bunferf  t,  to  burn  two  mips  which  lay 
at  the  entrance  of  Toulon  harbour.  On  this  perilous, 
though  unfucctfsful  occafion,  being  cannonaded  by  two 
heavy  maured  batteries,  he  behaved  with  the  greateft  nrm- 
nefs,  intrepidity,  and  fptrit.  This  fhip  having  returned 
to  England  not  long  afterwards,  captain  Harland  quitted 
her,  and  we  do  not  find  him  mentioned  as  holding  any 
command  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  or,  indeed,  as 
long  as  he  continued  a  private  captain,  a  ftation  from 
which  he  was  advanced,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue, 
on  the  i&th  of  October,  177a.  Aim  oft  immediately 
afterwards  he  was  appointed  to  command-in- chief  in  the 

*  The  loft  of  the  Portland,  and  the  fharc  that  (hip  held  in  thU  ac* 
lion,  nave  been  already  related,  page  131. 
t  See  vet,  w.  p.  88t.  *"*  *».  t-  p-  *&. 
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Eaft  Indies*,  and  fent  thither  with  a  fmall  fqnadroir, 
confilHng  of  four  ibipi,  the  Northumberland,  of  fcventy' 
guns,  hisownfhip;iheOrford  and  Buckingham,  of  the  fame 
force ;  and  the  Warwick  of  fifty  guns,  which  were  ordered 
thither  to  counteract  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by 
the  French  againft  our  fettlements  in  that  quarter,  that 
nation  having  caufed  jealoufy  in  theBritilh,  by  fending' 
thither  a  force  more  than  ufually  formidable  for  a  time  of 
profound  peace.  No  occurrence,  however,  in  the  leaft 
degree  worthy  our  remembrance  took  place  during  the 
time  he  was  abfent  on  this  Ration,  from  whence  he  re- 
turned in  1775,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  9th  of' 
May. 

-  On  the  31ft  of  March  preceding  this,  he  was  advanced 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;'  as  he  was,  on  the  3d  of 
February,  in  the  year  enfuing,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue;  in  1777,  of  the  white;  and,  in  1778,  of  the  red. 
He  had,  however,  no  command  till  the  appearances  of 
approaching « hoftilitics  with  France,  in  1778,  became 
fcrious:  be*  was  then  appointed  fecond  flag  officer  of 
the  main  or  Channel  fleet,  under  the  orders  of  Mr. 
Keppel.  He  hoifted  his  flag  firft  on  board  the  Hector,  in 
the  month  of  Match,  and  removed  it  quickly  afterwards 
into  the  Queen,  of  ninety  guns ;  in  which  ihip  he  conti- 
nued to  feive  during  the  remainder  of  -  the  year,  and  was 
fortunate  enough,  amidft  the  tremendous  di  (traction  and 
violence  of  parties,  which  men  fo  ftrangely  convulfid  rite 
fervice,  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  none,  and  merit  the  refpeft 
of  all.  .  The  circumftances  of  the  action  are  too-  recent, 
too  generally  known,  and  in  other  places  too  fully  de- 
fcaoted  on,  to  render  any  recapitulation  of  them  neceflary. 
He  continued  in  fervice  only  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  in  which  period  no  occurrence  took  place  memor- 
able enough  to  merit  our  particular  attention.  The  re- 
tirement of  Mr-  Keppel  we  believe-to  have  had  confider- 
able  influence  in  caufing  that  of  fir  Robert  alfo:  but 
whatever  might  be  the  caufe  he  never  accepted  of  any 
fubfequent  command. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1782,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
admiral  of  the  blue,  having,  on  the  30th  of  March  pre- 

•  Oa  the  19th  of  Mareb,  1771,  he  fti/qvaicga  barenet- 

cedingj 
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Ceding,  been  appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  fot 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  a  ftation  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  till  the  28th  of  January,  1783,  within  a 
very  Ihort  time  of  his  death.  He  died  at  Sproughton,  not 
having  attained  any  higher  rank  as  a  flag- officer,  on  the 
a8th  of  February,  1783. 

HARMON,  William, — after  having  been  a  fubordinare 
officer  *  in  the  royal  navy,  is,  by  Tome  accounts,  dated  to  have 
been  many  years  employed  in  thefervice,  firft  of  the  Weft 
India  merchants,  and  afterwards  of  the  port-office,  in  which 
he  is  laid  to  have  commanded  a  packet  boat.  In  1741 
he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Folkftone,  a  fifth  rate  of  44 
guns,  and,  in  17+5,  of  the  Pembroke,  a  fourth  rate  of  60. 
On  the  26th  of  January,  1 746,  he  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  Richmond  frigate,  and  is  not  otherwife  particularly  men- 
tioned during  the  war,  or  the  fucceeding  peace.  Sometime 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  was,  about  the 
year  1762,  appointed  to  the  St.  Anne,  of  (ixty-fourgiins. 
He  quickly  afterwards  removed  into  the  Berwick,  a  Ihip 
of  the  fame  force.  He  is  faid  in  fome  accounts  to  have 
incurred  cenlure  during  the  time  he  held  the  latter  com- 
mand, but  of  this  we  have  no  information  that  we  dare 
rely  on,  nor  have  we  any  farther  particulars  relative  to  this 
gentleman,  except  that  he  died  on  the  January  19,  1766. 

HOWE,  Richard,  Earl.  —  This  noble  perfon,  who 
is  ft  ill  living,  is*  the  third  fon  of  fir  Emanuel  Scrope,  the 
fecond  lord  vifcount  Howe,  and  Mary-Sophia-Charlotte, 
cideft  daughter  to  the  baron  Kjelmanfegge.  ,  Having  be- 
taken himfelf  to  a  maritime  life,  he  was,  after  palling 
through  the  different  fubordinate  flat  ions  t,  on  the  loth 
of  April,  1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Triton 

*  A  infiifhipman  or  roaftei's  mite. 

T  At  the  lime  of  (be  Scottifh  rebellion,  in-  1745,  we  God  him 
commanding  (he  Baltimore  on  tk»  flatioo ;  and  i*  particularly  men- 
tioned, in  dip  journal  of  the  fitgc  of  Fort. William,  in  the  following 

"  Tpefday,  March  the  ifi,  1746,  the  Baltimore,  captain  Richard 
Jiowe,  went  up  toward,  Killirndv  Barm  in  order  to  protect  the  land- 
ing of  our  men.  He  fired  fevcraf  fhot,  and  threw,  fome  coborri  fhcUa, 
and  let  one  hovel  on  fire;  but  could  not  attempt  landing,  for  the 
rebels  were  intrenched  by  a  hollow  road,  or  rill,  and  in  great  num- 
ber!. The  Baltimore's  guns,  being  only  four-pounders,  had  no 
pffefl  on  the  Hone  walls  of  there  barns,  which  the  rebels  had  loop- 
fjolcd.    We  brought  our  people  hick  without  (ny  damage."    • 

9  frigate; 
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tig  ate ;  bat  no  farther  particular  mention  is  made  of  hint 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  except  that  he  com- 
manded the  Rippon,  a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea ;  and  the  Cornwall,  a  third  rate  of 
eighty  guns,  under  admiral  Knowles.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  year  1751  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Glory,  of 
forty  guns ;  at  the  conclufion  of  the  fame  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Mary  yacht,  as  fuccenor  to  captain  Alien* 
thendeceafed;  but  quitted  this  nation  in  the  month  of  May 

S$  3,  on  being  then  commiflioned  to  the  Dolphin  frigate. 
1  was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Streights, 
where  he  was  employed  in  many  delicate  fervices, 
which  he  executed  with  the  greatest  adroitnefs*.  He 
returned  to  England  in  the  courfeofthe  year  i75+;snd, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing,  we  find  him  command- 
ing the  Dunkirk,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fhtps  put  into 
commiffion  in  confequence  of  the  apprehended  rupture 
with  France ;  and  which,  in  confequence  of  that  expec- 
tation, was  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  America  under  the 
ciders  of  Mr.  Bofcawen.  In  their  paflage  thither  a  very 
confequential  event  took  place,  in  which  captain  Howe, 
much  to  his  honour,  bore  a  very  diftinguiflieu  (hare. 

The  particulars  of  this  transition  have  been  varioufly 
related ;  but,  from  feveral  corroborating  c  ire  urn  fiances, 
the  following  appears  to  be  nearly  the  true  (late  of  the 
foci.  The  Britilh  fleet  on  its  pailage  fell  in  with  fome 
fhipfi  feparated  from  the  French  fquadron  under  M.  Boit 
de  la  Mot  he.  The  Dunkirk,  the  Defiance,  and  fonts 
other  (hips  were  ordered  to  chace.  The  Dunkirk  corn- 
ing up  with  the  Alcide,  captain  Howe  hailed  the  captain; 
and  civilly  requested  him  to  attend  him-down  to  the  admi- 
ral. The  French  captain  refuted,  and  quaintly  aikc.d  if  it 
was  peace  or  war :  Captain  Howe  replied,  he  knew 
nothing  of  that,  but  was  ordered  to  bring  his  (hip  down. 
The  French  captain  again  renewed  his  queftton,  and  id 
the  fame  terms.     He  received  the  fame  anfwer,  with  an 

•  •*  Madrid,  Aueoft  sSth,  1753. 
"  We  learn  from  Gibraltar,  that  the  honourable  captain  Howe, 
eemrwiander  of  hi*  majefiyh  thip  ihc  Dolphin,  now  in  that  bay,  hav- 
ing been  ordered  to  go  to  the  port  of  Sa!lee,  to  inform  himfelfof  the 
intention  of  ifieMoon,  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  was  anlwered, 
ttftt  iheir  rftfrgn  war,  to  t>bferv«  their  treaties  with  hit  Britannic 
OTjtiy.** 

additional 
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additional  reouefl,  that  he  would  prepare  for  the  worfi,  m, 
he  (captain  Howe)  faid  be  expected  every  moment  a  Jig- 
nal  from  the  admiral  to  fire  into  him,  in  confequence  of 
his  not  bringing  to. 

To  this  account  is  added,  that  captain  Howe  obferving. 
a  number  of  land-officers  and  their  ladies,  with  many 
foldie'rs,  Handing  thick  upon  deck,  he  admoniilied  them  to 
go  below,  which  being  foon .  afterwards  complied  with,, 
the  French  ihip,  as  it  is  confidently  faid,  find  into  the. 
Dunkirk ;  and  the  action,  after  fome  continuance,  ended 
in  the  fu  mender  of  the  Alcide*.  No  other  metnorableoccur- 
rence  appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the  abfence  of 
the  fleet  on  this  expedition.  During  the  enfuing  year 
captain  Howe  retained  the  fame  command,  but  is  not 
particularly  mentioned,  except  as  having  pofle (Ted  himfelf 
of  a  fmall  iiland  On  the  French  coau,  in  the  neighbour., 
hood  of  Guernfey,  and  having  made  the  garrifon  of  die 
fmall  fort  which  defended  it,  amounting  to  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  prisoners.  He  not  long  after  this  was  promoted 
to  the  Magnanime,  of  74  guns ;  In  which  fjlip  lie  fexved 
during  the  year  1757,  as  one  of  the  fleet  under  the  orders 

*  The  following  e*rafl  of  ■  letter  appeared  in  many  of  the  peri, 
odictl  pubUcitiem  and  BCwfnpori  of  the  time,  (aid  *e  have  beea 
received  Snm  on  board  the  MeMraue. 

"  On  ibe  6th  of  June,  betag  to  the  fontbward  of  Cape  Race,  and 

ibe  fog  clearing  up  at  break  of  day,  weefpied  four  fail  of  French  mea 

of  war  Four  mil«  tu  the  windward :  the  figna'l  wm  given  tochace  and' 

dear  (hip,  which  we  obeyed  ;  bat  ihr  for;  Telttrrring  we  loft  tight  of 

1    then.     All  «be  7«h-faggy.    On  the  htboW  weather. 

Ai  fun  rife  we  faw  three  fail,  which  We  obferved  perceived  iinat  the 
fame  time,  and  prepared  for  an  engagement,  tbeir  hencoops,  table), 
cabtni,  host,  &c.  being  Boating.  The  Dunkirk  Able  away  from  us, 
and  at  tWeHe  o'elock  wtnahsngftde  ihc  ftei-umdTt  ftip  of  the  Eattnch. 
The  admiral  feeing  lhia,  and.  we 'nix 'being  »W»ecaoilri«tf,-iho  radfiag' 
waa  holftod  «  the  ■*W-**|*g*dlan&'Mu«  head  ;  upon  which  -oaftaiu 
Howe  drfcharged  fan  gtfoa  below  and  aloft,  and  *hc  French  eaatuno- 
dote  did  rite  fame.  By  the 'tine  they  bard  exchanged  two-breodidei  we 
came  up,  both  flag*  wing.  Me feeing  thai,  brought  the  fhjp  l>y  the 
lee,  wbh  dllfai hi  aback,  and  Bred  ha  lower  and  upper  lier,  botJcilled 
nMinw:  abtweileaay'aftet  .tore  •■r-fore-tiil,  killed  two-Men  in  the 
Torbiy,  and  feven  in  tie  Dunkirk.  Weawediwo  lower  <  decker!  awe 
then  fbeftracb.  She  moanae*!  rwty*wr  gooi,  and  hod-on  boatd'niiie  - 
litmdrad  men,  mod  forcei;  ibe^mnnl  heing  kiHcdin  the  fight,  the 
governor  of  Lonifburg  and  foor  Ohoera  df ante  were  taken  paifbaeia, 
and  jOjOQOl.  ftcrling," 

of 
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of  fir  Edward  Hawke,  on  the  honourable,  though  unfue- 
cefsful,'  expedition  agairtft  Rochfort.  He  was  on  this 
occafion  ordered,  as  may  be  well  remembered,  by  all  in 
any  degree  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of  his  time,  to  attack 
the  fort  on  the  HI c  of  Aix,  an  aflault  which  he  conducted 
with  the  greateft  vigour ;  and  a  conquefl  he  happily  at- 
chieved,  after  an  hour's  cannonade,  without  either  diffi- 
culty or  injury.  This  was  the  moll  material  and  rub. 
ftamial  fuccefs  which  graced  the  expedition.  In  the 
following  year  *  he  removed  into  the  Eflex,  of  fixty-four 
guns,  and  was  appointed  commodore  of  the  light  fqua- 
oron  t  immediately  deftined  to  cover  the  landing  of  the 
finall  army  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
was  fent  to  attempt  the  reduflion  of  St.  Maloes,  while  a 
fleet,  under  the  orders  of  lord  Anfon,  proceeded  off  Breft 
to  prevent  any  interruption  from  the  naval  force  in  that 
quarter.  ■  Mr.  Howe  (ailed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  ill  of 
June  ;ahd  the  troops,  after  being  landed,  completed  the. 
btritnefa  op  which  they  were  ferrt,  as  far  as  they  were  com- 
petent, without  undertaking  a  regular  ftege.  Having 
deftroyed  all  the  magazines,  together  with  the  flapping 
in  the  port,  to  the  amount  of-  one  hundred  and  twenty  fail, 
they  were  reim barked,  without  loi's  or  even  interruption, 
on  the  16th  of  the  fame  month.  The  fquadron  and  the 
tranfports  next  proceeded  to  Cherhurg,  an  attempt  which 
the  unfavourable  weather  compelled  the  commander-in- 
chief  to  abandon  for  that  time :  fcarcity  of  provifions  and 
other  Decenaries  compelled  him  to  return  ;  and  the  troops 
being  di  fern  barked,- we  re  ordered  to  encamp,  for  the  pur- 
port of  refrefltment,  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

•  On  the  loih  of  March,  17.18,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Chivenon  Hartopp,  of  Wei  by,  in  -tie  county  of  LeiceQer,  efn. 

+  In  force  confified  of  die  Efiex,  of  fixty-four  gunij  the  Roche- 
fier,  Portland,  and  Deptfbrd,  of  tin  pun  each ;  the  PaJlat  and  Bril« 
I  [ant,  of  thiny-lii  ;  the  Richmond  and  ASive  of  thirty-two;  the 
Maidiione,  of  twenty-eight ;  tbe  FUmboroUgh  ind  Rote,  of  twenty  ; 
the  Sncrafs,  .Salufh,  Swallow,  Speedwell,  and  Diligance  floopi,  of 
£nlecn;  the  Cormorant,  of  fourteeo  ;  the  Plow  and  Salamander  firei 
ftipa ;  two  bomb-kctchea,  the  Infernal  aad  Graaada ;  ten  cntteia ;  one 
hundred  tranfpom  with  the  troona;  twenty  lendcra  and  two  flora- 
Qiios.  Thefe  were  a  few  d»a  afterward*  joined  by  the  Ilia,  of  fifty 
guru,  and  fooi  tranlporu  win  troop*. 

The, 
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The  duke  df  Marlborough  and  a  part  of  his  army  were 
ordered  immediately  afterwards  to  Germany.  Lieutenant- 
general  Bligh  was  appointed  to  command  the  remainder, 
which  again  being  embarked,  were  ordered  to  return  to 
the  coaft  of  France,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  alarming 
the  enemy,  as,  by  a  divexlion,  compelling  them  to  make 
large  detachments  from  their  army  in  Germany,  as  in  the 
hope  of  effecting  fome  material  injury,  wherever  it  was 
found  poffible  to  make  any  Serious  impreffion.  His  k>rd- 
(hip,  who  had  a  fhort  time  before  this  Succeeded  to  the 
title  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  who  was  unfortunately 
killed  in  America,  before  Ticondcrago,  failed  from  St* 
Helen's  on  the  1  ft  of  Auguft,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  bay  of  Cherburg  on  the  6th  of  the  fame  month.  No 
other  attempt  or  attack  was  made  that  night,  except  by 
throwing  a  few  ihells  into  the  town. 

At  feven  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  fleet  got  under 
weigh  and  brought  up  in  the  bay  of  Maris,  about  two 
leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  town.  The  troops  were 
landed  the  fame  afternoon.  The  fortifications,  which 
were  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  were  in  a  very 
unfinished  State,  fo  that  poffeflion  was  taken  of  them 
without  oppofition.  The  brafs  cannon  mounted  on  then 
were  transported  to  England.  Nearly  two  hundred 
pieces  of  iron  cannon  and  mortars  were  rendered  unser- 
viceable :  the  celebrated  bafon  was  ruined,  and  twenty- 
feven  fail  of  ihips  and  veffels  found  in  the  harbour  were 
destroyed.  All  this  being  accomplished  without  the 
fmallcft  lofs,  the  troops  were  taken  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports,  without  the  fmallcft  oppofition,  on-  the  16th. 

Happy  had  it  been  if  the  Britifh  government,  unintoxi- 
cated  with  thefe  unalloyed  fuccefles,  which  had  incontro- 
vertibly  proved  to  all  the  world,  how  vulnerable  France 
was  even  in  her  vitals,  had  been  content  with  what  had 
been  already  atchieved,  without  making  any  farther  at- 
tempt, at  leaft.  with  fo  inconfiderable  a  force.  General 
Bligh  was  instructed  to  proceed,  after  the  destruction  of 
the  forts  and  bafon  of  Cherburg,  to  keep  the  coaft  of 
France  in  a  perpetual  Hate  of  alarm,  as  long  as  the  wea-t 
ther  and  other  ci re umftances  would  permit.  A  Second 
attack  on  St.  Maloes  was  refolved ;  but  the  fleet  was,  by 
contrary  winds,  compelled  to  run  over  to  its  own  coaft. 
After 
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After  having  continued  two  days  in  Weymomh  roads  it 
returned  to  its  original  object,  and  anchored  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Luniirc,  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  St.  Maloes, 
on  the  4th  of  September.  The  deft  ruction  of  the  Drip- 
ping in  the  harbour  of  Briac,  near  the  town  firft-mentt- 
oned,  was  the  firft  object.  According  to  common  report- 
thele  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  fail.  Theordera 
were  completely  and  fuccefsfully  executed,  but  the  number' 
©f  fllipS  and  veflels  was  found  not  to  exceed  fifteen. 
After  Tome  days  fpent  in  deliberating  with  the  hnd- 
ofEcers,  as  to  the  practicability  of  any  farther  attack  on  St. 
Maloes  itfelf,  it  was  finally  determined  that  fuccefs  was 
hopelefs,  and  that  the  idea  mould  be  totally  abandoned. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  rcimbark  the  troops,  an 
operation  which,  being  impracticable  in  the  place  where 
they  landed,  it  was  determined  to  march  over  land  to  the  bay 
of  St.Cas,  which,  on  being  reconnoitered,  was  found  to  be 
the  neareft  fpot  convenient  and  proper  for  the  purpofe.  Hfs 
lordfhip  accordingly  proceeded  thither  with  his  fqiiadron,and 
immediately  made  all  the  necenary  difpplitions  that  lay 
within  his  department.  The  length  of  the  march,  and  many 
other  caufes,  contributed  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  army 
on  (horc  fo  long,  that  the  French  were  enabled  to  collect 
and  ptilh  forward  a  far  fuperior  force  to  harrafs  them  in 
their  retreat,  and  render  their  re-embarkation  extremely 
hazardous,  if  not  impracticable.  No  interruption,  how- 
ever, was  attempted  till  the  whole  of  the  army,  the  rear- 
guard excepted,  were  actually  on  board  the  tranfports. 
The  due  D'Aguillon,  the  French  general-in-chief,  then 
pufhed  forward,"  in  the  hope  of  capturing  or  deftroying 
this  devoted  remnant,  amounting  to  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred men. 

Lord  Howe,  who  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  enemy 
might  poffibly  meditate  fome  ftroke  of  this  kind,  had 
taken  every  precaution  in  his  power  to  counteract  them  t 
tie  had  ftationed  fix  frigates,  four  bomb-ketches,  and  two 
Coops,  as  clofe  to  the  more  as  portable.  Their  fire  made 
connderable  havock  iir  the  French  army,  and  much  im- 
peded their  attack,  till  an  overfight,  unfortunately  com- 
mitted by  general  Dmry,  who  commanded  on  lhore,  in 
marching  forward  to  meet  the  enemy  inflead  of  waiting 
behind  a  parapet  of  fand,  which  had  been-  thrown  up  by 
i  tin 


Jig,:  zed  by  GoOgle    ' 


HAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         463 

the  enemy  on  the  beach,  for  other  purposes  Tome  time 
before*  rendered  it  jmpoflible  for  the  frigates  and  veflels 
to  continue  the  cannonade,  without  probably  doing  more 
injury  to  the  Britilh  troops  than  the  French  them  rd  yes. 
Nothing  now  remained  but  to  difpatch  all  the  boats,  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  to  bring  off  as  many  as  they  coutd 
pick  up.  This  was  a  fervice  attended  with  the  utmoft 
peril  and  perfonal  rifle,  infomuch  that,  jn  Several  of  the 
boats,  ten  or  twelve  men,  out  of  twenty,  who  were  em- 
ployed lorow  them,  were  killed;  and  in  one  of  them  fix- 
Ken,  with  the  lieutenant.  His  lordfhip  finding  that  this 
tremendous  havock  considerably  intimidated  the  teamen, 
and  that  without  fome  exertions  the  greater  part  of  thofe 
who  rtill  remained  on  more  muft  be  Sacrificed,  went  in  his 
own  barge  into  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and,  Hand- 
ing up,  began  to  encourage  the  men,  by  his  voice  and 
example,  to  defpife  the  danger  which  appeared  to  threaten 
them,  and  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  for  the  preler- 
*arinu  of  their  unfortunate  fellow  countrymen. 

His  lordlhip's  hcroifm  counteracted  the  fear  which  ap- 
peared to  pervade  the  feamen ;  every  body  was  alert ;  each 
man  feemed  animated  almoft  beyond  precedent;  and  many 
lives,  which  would  certainly  have-  been  otherwife  loft, 
were  preferred  by  this  Singular  and  highly  intrepid  cxer- 
'  lion*.  After  this-  check  his  lordfhip  returned  to  Spit- 
head  with  bis  fquadron  and  the  transports.  The  troops 
were  inftantly  diSembarked,  and  all  farther  attempt* 
of  afjmilar  nature  abandoned,  at  leaft  for  the  current  year. 
Immediately  on  his  return  into- port  his  lordfhip  removed 
hack  into  his  former  fhip,  the  Magnanime,  in  which  he 
was  employed,  during  the  enfuing  year,  in  the  Channel, 
but .  had  not  any  particular  opportunity  of  diltinguifhing 
bimfelf,  till  the  month  of  November,  at  the  memorable 
defeat  of  the  marquis  de  Conflans,  in  which  he  engaged 
and  captured  the  Hern,  of  feventy-fber  guns;  but  being 
prevented  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  from-  taking 
poiTeffion.  01  the  prize,  it  unfortunately  ran  on  Jfeore  and 
was  irrecoverably  !c*.     On  the  22d  of  March,  1760,  he 


'  •  Hii  royal  tighnefi  the  late  duke  of  York  atteniaf  hU  Igrdfhift. 
•n  board  the  F.ffcx,  in  thU eapsdilian,  as  1  jnidJhipmaa, 
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was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Chatham  dirifton  of  marines  # 
and  the  only  entc rprize  in  which  he  appears,  owing  to  the 
extreme  inaction  of  the  French  fleet,  to  have  been  con- 
cerned, was  the  attack  of  a  fmall  French  fort  on  the  Ifle 
Dumet,  againit  which  he  was  ordered  by  fir  Edward1 
Hawke,  in  company  with  the  Bedford  and  Prince  Frederic; 
It  furrendered  after  a  flight  refiftanee^  without  effecting 
any  injury  to  the  aflailants. 

During  the  year  1761,  in  confequeriee  of  the  pzlfied 
manner  in  which  naval  war  was  conducted  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  no  particular  mention  is  made  of  his  lordfbip 
out  of  the  ordinary  routine  of  fervice.  In  1762  he  com- 
manded, in  turn  with  fir  Thomas  Stanhope,  the  fquadron 
ftationcd  in  Bafque  road,  and  off  the  coaft  of  France  ;  on 
which  fervice  nothing  occurred  fufficientiy  confeanential 
lo  require  any  particular  detail.  Towards  the  middle  of 
the  iummer  he  removed  into  the  Princefs  Amelia,  of 
eighty  guns,  having  accepted  (he  command  of  that 
fhip  as  captain  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York* 
who  had  obtained  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
fcrved  as  fecond  in  command,  under  fir  Edward  Hawkey 
of  the  fquadron  ftationed  in  the  Channel  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  remnants  of  the  French  naval  force.  For 
the  rcafons  already  given,  it  is  not  necenary  to  enter  into 
farther  or  more  circumftantial  account.  During  the  fuc- 
ceeding  peace  his  lordfhip  does  not  appear  in  arty  com- 
mand*. In  1765  he  was  appointed  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
an  office  he  continued  to  held,  as  well  as  that  of  colonel  of 
marines,  till  his  promotion,  on  the  1 8th  of  October,  1770, 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  He  experienced  no  far- 
ther advancement  till  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  when  he 
was  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  while  t;  as  he  was,  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1776J,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue.  In  a  very  fliort  time  afterwards  he  was  nominated 
commander-in-chief  of  the  fleet  employed,  or  to  be  em- 

*  We  muft  not,  however,  forget  to  record,  that  he  war,  on  tb« 
93d  of  April,  1763,  nominated  one  of  the  com mifll 011  en  for  execut- 
ing the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  a  Ration,  which  be  coaiinued  to 
bold,  through  two  coniroiffioni,  till  the  30th  of  Auguft,  1765. 

t  At  the  general  election  which  ^ook  place  in  thii-ytar,  he  was 
ohof'rn  re  pre  tentative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Dartmouth . 

J  The  admiralty  lilt  fays  00  the  7th  of  December,  1775. 
^  . '  '  ployed 
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on  the  American  flatten.  Having  hoifted  his  flag  on 
loard  ibe  Eagle,  of  fix  ty-four  guns,  which  (hip  was  equipped 
nofely  for  him,  he  arrived  off  Halifax,  without  na*~ 
experlenccd  any  fmifter  accident,  on  the  tft  of  July. 
The  various  events  which  took  place  during  the  America^ 
conteft,  att  not  only  too  recent,  but  alfo  bear  too  tittle 
relation  to  his  lordfhip  to  caufe  any  very  particular  account 
of  them  neceffary.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  every  enterprize  ih 
which  the  fleet  was  concerned  was  uniformly  fuccefsful  j 
.every  undertaking  that  wag  proomW by  the  general  on  fhbfe 
Was  warmly  fupportcd  by  the  fleet  j  and,  with]  ""'  r""' 
to  party,  we  may  truly  fay,  the  unfuccefsfta 
of  the  American  conteft  is  certainly  attribute 
Which  his  lordihip  was  not,  in  the  fmalfeSw 
cerned  in  the  prevention  of. 

The  conqtwft  of  Hew  York,  «t"  Rhode  Ifland,  of  I'M. 
ladclphia,  of  every  fctneroent  within  the  power  of  retch 
isf  a  naval  force,  are  irrefragable  proofs  of  his  abilities 
and  attention,  and  are  futScient  to  fijence  the  breath  of 
calumny. 

The  year  i^tSopcristo  nsa  new  fcenci  Francebeoflmw 
■a  party  in  the  conteft,  and  fent  to  America  a  fleet,  under 
-the  count  D'Etlaing,  far  foperior  to  any  force  then 
pollened  by  Britain  in  mat  quarter.  That  tinder  his 
tordfiiip'i  command  confuted  only  of -fix  fmall  (hips  of  (he 
line,  three  of  fifty  guns,  and  fbrae  fmaller  veflek  and  fri- 
gates, the  greater  part  out  of  condition,  and  nearly  unfit 
for  fervice ;  while  Mr.  D'Eftatng's  amountedUo -twelve 
large  fliips  of  the  line  befides  frigNt^^adjf  fmaller 
veifels.  Mr.  Byron,  indeed,  had  bten  -^^HLed  from. 
England  with  a  formidable  %i»dron,btfnW»»  fb  com- 
pletely difperfed  and  damage?  Jw  continued  (forms,  that 
icarcely  two  together,  reached  V  American  coaft :  feme 
•put  backhand  thofe  jyhlch  were  enabled  to  proceed  to  tftetr 
place  of  defti  nation  arrived  there  in  a  very  dlfabled  (late; 
:.  Such  was  rhefitiiallon  of  affairs  when  the  French  fqua- 
dr-in,  amounting  (o  fifteen  fail,  anchored  off  Sandy  Hook. 
-Ifislordmln  Sad  %  fed  the  mrrioft  diligence  in  putting  his 
lhLps  in  condition  to  meet  the  enemy :  he  was  fortunately 
joined  by  the  Cornwall,  of  fewfity-four ;  tfie  Raifonable, 
of  fi&ty-four  ;the  Centurion,  and  Renown,  of  fifty  guns 
each ;  with  famr  frigates  and  fmaller  velTds ;  but-ftm  there 
-  V<?t.  V,  G  g  was 
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wmi  very  roaniftft  dtfproportion  between  his  force  and 
that  of  the  enemy.  The  French  admiral  weighed  anchor 
And  put  to  fe»  on  the  lid  of  July,  and,  after  fume  move- 
ments, proceeded  to  Rhode  I  (land  for  the  prafeued  pur- 
,pofe  of  co-operating  with  the  American  army,  under  ge- 
neral Sullivan  ,in  attempting  the  reduction  of  that  important 
pod.  HUlonllhip, having  made  every  poffible exert  iorvin  his 
.power,  put  to  lea  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  of 
Rhode  IHand  the  fame  evening.  On  the  morning  of  the 
10th  the  French  admiral  put  to  fca  with  his  whole  force," 
but  fuch  was  his  fuperiority  that  his  lordfhip  prudently 
confidcrinr  the  fafcty,  not  only  of  himfclf,  and  his  whole 
fleet,  but  that  of  all  the  Britifh  pofleflions  in  America  de- 
pended  on  the  event,  wifely  determined  to  aft  merely  on 
the  defenfive,  unlefs  fome  extraordinary  and  unforcfeen 
occurrence  lhould  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  attacking 
the  enemy  with  manifeft  advantage  on  his  own  part. 

The  remainder  of  that  day,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the 
fuccccding,  were  fpent  in  manoeuvres  productive  of  no 
remarkable  occurrence.  Towards  the  clofc  of  the  fecond 
evening  his  lordfhip  fhifted  his  flag  from  the  Eagle  to  the 
Apollo  frigate,  that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  dr- 
ied the  fubfeouent  operations  of  the  fquadron.  A  vio- 
lent gala  of  wind  aioie  immediately  afterwards,  difperfed 
both  the  fquadrona,  and  ft  para  ted  his  lordship,  who  lull 
continued  on  board  the  Apollo,  with  the  Ardent,  Centu- 
rion, two  forty-fours,  and  fome  frigates,  from  all  the  reft 
of  his  force.  The  Apollo  itfelf  fnfhuned  fo  much 
damage  in  the  gale  that  his  lordfhip  was  obliged  to  remove 
into  the  Phoenix,  as,  m  a  very  few  hours  afterwards,  he  did 
into  the  Centurion.'  The  ftorm  juft  mentioned  prevented 
the  general  engagement  which  was  on  the  brink  of  taking 
place  when  it  arofe;  but  dlftindt  encounters  happened 
between  three  (hips  of  his  lordlhip's  fquadron,  and  as 
many  of  the  French,  fuperior  in  force,  all  which  um- 
ibrmly  ended  with  the  higheft  credit,  though  not  attended 
with  particular  advantage  to  the  Britifh  arms. 

His  lordfhip,  immediately  on  hht  return  into  port,  re- 
signed his  command  to  Mr.  Byron,  who  had  reached 
America  with'  his  Scattered  fquadron,  and  repaired  to 
England  with  the  Eagle.  He  arrived  at  St.  Helen's 
without  having  experienced,  any  dtfaflcr,  or  memorable 
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occurrence,  on  the  25th  of  Oclober.  He  immediately1 
afterwards  (truck  his  flag;  and,  though  we  believe  fre- 
quently foliated  for  that  purpofe,  did  not  accept  of  any 
liibfefjuent  command  till  the  year  1782.  In  this  interval 
we  confequently  have  nothing  in  our  line  to  record, 
concerning  him,  except  his  promotion,  on  the  29th  of 
January,  177S,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white;  and,  on 
the  1 9th  of  March  in  the  following  year,  to  the  fame  rink' 
in  the  red  fquadren.  When  the  complete  and  mcmor-> 
able  change  of  miniftry  took  place  in  the  tyring  of  the 
year  1782,  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount  Howe,  of  Lansar, 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  by  patent  bearing  date 
April  the  20th*,  and  immediately  afterwards  accepted 
die  command  of  the  fleet  then  equipping  for.  the  purpofe 
of  attempting  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Its  force  was,  as 
the  confequence  of  the  expedition  required,  extremely 
formidable,  though  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  combined 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain  which  lay  ready  in  Gibraltar 
bay  to  difpute  its  entrance.  It  confided  of  thirty-four 
(hips  of  the  line  in  fix  divifions,  under  his  lordfhip,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, vice-admirals  Banington  and  Milbank, 
rear-admirals  Hood  and  Hughes,  and  commodore  Hothanu 
That  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  forty-fix  (hips  of  the 
line,  under  eight  admirals,  or  chefs  d'efcadres.  The  Bri» 
tirti  fleet,  with  its  convoy,  entered  the  Streights  on  the 
morning  of  the  1  ith  of  Oclober,  and  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  arrived  off  the  bay  of  Gibraltar.  Previ- 
ous to  this,  the  neceflary  difpofitions  had  been  made,  and 
inftru&ions  given  to  the  Panther  and  Buffalo,  underwhofe 
immediate  protection  the  (torelhips  and  victuallers  were 
placed,  to  oafs  with  them  under  the  guns  of  the  fortrefs. 
-The  Panther  and  four  only  of  her  charge  were  able  to 
effect  it ;  the  Buffalo  with  the  remainder,  and  all  the  (hip* 
of  war,  were  fwept,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  into 
the  Mediterranean. 

On  the  13th  of  October  the  combined  fleet  of  the  enemy 
put  to  fea  with  an  apparent  determination  of  deciding  the 
conteft  by  a  ferious  a  ft  ion,  ot,  at  leaft,  preventing  the 

"  On  the  Bth  of  ihe  lime  month  be  hti  bcea  prerioofly  advanced 
t»the  «nk  of  admiral  of  ibcMuc, 
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ntrodbction  of  any  farther  fupplie*  into  the  befieged 
garCilbn.  A  favourable  change  of  wind  to  the  eaftward 
on  the  enfutng  day  enabled  his  loidihip  to  oafs  fuch . 
df  the  ft ©rtfhips,  as  were  then  with  the  flcel>  info  the  bay, 
and  without  interruption,  as  from  the  circumftancc  of 
the  enemy  haviagbeen  carried  farther  into  the  Mediier- 
11  than  the  Britifh  fleet,  and  by  the  fame  caufe,  his 
* )  was  enabled  to  keep  between  the  convoy  and  the 
Fortnrtcyafltfted  by  judgement,  enabled  all  the  reft 
of  the  tranfports,  which  had  been  ordered  away  to  a  fpecial 
aendezvous  when  die  enemy's  fleet  appeared  in  fight  on  the 
*4*v  i"  company  with  the  Buffalo,  to  pafs  to  their  place 
of  deftination  on  thci  8th.  This  fcrvice,  together  with  the 
debarkation  of  the  troops,  intended  as  a  reinforcement  to 
oat  arrirota,  the  mtroaufticn  of  a  proper  fuppty  of  am- 
mumtien  and  mm  from  fomc  of  the  (hips  of  war,  was 
foatody  enofled  before  the  enemy's  fleet,  having  had  tlie 
fame  advantage  from  the  caflcriy  wind  which  had  fo  hap- 
pily enabled  Ms  lordftup  to  execute  the  different  objects  of 
his  expedition,  appeared  in  fight  on  the  19th  of  Odober, 
atkveakofaay. 

t  The  Britifti  fleet  was  at  that  time  between  Europa  and 
Orota  Point,  and  confeouemly  Co  confined  that  there  was 
•ot  fisfheietft  room  for  it  to  form  in  a  line  of  battle  on 
either  tack :  as  an  additional  inducement  that  his  lordfhip 
should  avoid  an  adKon  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Streights, 
fuch  Icript,  if  any,  that  might  be  dilabled  in  the  encounter 
Would  have  bad  no  .port  of  refuge  for  refitment ;  he  con- 
jRrouentty  ftood  through  the  narrow  channel  which  fepa- 
tates  Africa  from  Europe,  in  clofe  order,  followed  by  the 
enemy  at  the  dllbmce  of  about  three  leagues.  The 
Britira  fleet,  as  foon  as  it  had  cleared  the  Streights, 
fcrdlight  to,  as  did  that  of  the  enemy,  preserving  its  former 
diftartce  to  windward.  At  daylight  both  parties  began  to 
form  die  line,  a  manoeuvre  Which  took  up  canlideraWe 
time,  both  on  account  of  the  formidable  numbers  oTSvhich 
ifcach  fleet  Was  c'ompoted,  and  of  there  being  little  or  no 
wind  to  expedite  the  operation.  .Towards  the  evening, 
lUrvtag  arranged  their  whole  force,  the  enemy  manifefted 
jam  difpofition  of  engaging,  but  with  ihc_greateit_  cau- 
'tson,  as  Will  appear  "very  evident  from  .his  JoidJhip-s  own 
account  of  this  ikjnnilh. 

»  The 
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"  The  Britifli  fleet  being  formed  to  leeward  to  receive 
them,  they  were  left  uninterruptedly  to  take  the  dHtance 
at  which  they  mould  think  St  to  engage.  They  .began 
their  cannonade,  at  funfer,  on  the  van  and  rear,  iteming 
to  point  their  chief  attack  oh  the  latter,  and  contirmea 
their  fire  along  their  whole  line  at  a  confiderable  drftance, 
and  with  little  effect,  until  ten  at  night.  It  was  returned 
occafionally  from  different  mips  of  the  fleet,  as  therr 
nearer  approach  at  times  afforded  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity for  making  any  jmprefnon  goon  them." 

Thus  ended  this  iltirmifh,  for  it  fcarcely  deferves  the 
name  of  a  more  ferious  encounter,  and  with  it  every  at- 
tempt at  retaliation  made  by  the  enemy  foi  an  cnterprize, 
earned  into  effect  in  fpite  of  their  u'tmoil  efforts  to  trie 
contrary,  and  by  a  force  in  the  beginning,  one-third,  A 
Icaft,  inferior  to  their  own*;  an  enterprise  which  they 
had  exerted  every  nerve  it>  prevent,  by 'incurring  an  ex- 
pence  almoft  incredible,  and  collecting  a  force,  which 
they  arrogantly  and  prefiimptuaufly  boafted,  defied  oppci- 
tition.  We  haying  nothing  left  to  add  to  this  account. 
efcept  that  the  whole  lofs  fuftained"  by  the  Britim 
amounted  only  to  fiity-ejght  men  killed,  two  hundred 
and  eight  wounded,  and  the  Mipcrva,  a  naval  transport  t. 
laden  with  the  baggage  of  the  regiments  intended  to  re- 
inforce the  garnfon,  captured  by  the  enemy.  This  great 
object  being  atchieved,  farther  conteir,  was  fruitless  had 
the  enemy  even  permitted  it.  They  did  not,  but,  fatisficd 
with  the  parade  of  announcing  to  the  world  that  they  ha4 
fought  the  Britifh  fleet,  retired  into  their  own  ports.' 

After  having  made  the  detachment  ordered  In  his  in- 
ftruftions,  his  lordfhip  returned  to  England,  and  arrive^ 
at  Portfmouih  on  the  iotb  of  November,  not  having  met 
with  any  Unifier  occurrence  whatever  during  his-  pat- 
fage.     Peace  being  concluded  immediately  afterwards,  he 


•  Their  CMntfittd  Ami  originillf  eonfito*  of  -fifty  faijM  of  the 
line ;  *  gile  of  wind,  .which  arefe  bp  the  loth,  u  it  w*rt  »*f|j)tf 
to  precede  the  yrml.of  (be  Br.iti(h  fleet,  bid  blown  fi*  from  their 
anchor  1,  two  of  which  bid  been  driven    iota  the  Mediterranean, 


..__  ,  it  co  fcora,  one  «f  ibtra  under  aW  mtlt  of  the  gtfrifba, 
miwkU  wm  eiatuied,'iod  tbeifiuh  jieaaly  JjilhuaVd. 
t  Which  bad  ftpWed  from  the  fleet  on  uVnlghi  of.  the  13th. 
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of  courfe  quitted  his  commands,  but  on  die  28th  of  Janu- 
ary, 17831  was  nominated  firft  commiffioner  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral.  His  lordfiiip  retained 
this  ftatiou  only  till  the  8th  of  April  following,  when  he 
.was  fucceeded  by  lord  vifcount  Keppel,  whom  he  again 
difplaced  on  the  30th  of  December  in  the  fame 
year.  On  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  he  was  advanced 
.to  be  admiral  of  the  while,  and  retained  that  of  firft 
commiffioner  of  the  admiralty  till  the  1 6th  of  July,  1788, 
when  he  finally  quitted  it,  and  was  created  an  earl  of 
.Great. Britain  on  the  19th  of  Auguft  following,  by  the 
title  of  earl  Howe.  In  1790,.  a  rupture  being  appre- 
hended with  Spain,  his  lordfhip  took  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  a  formidable  fleet  which  was  equipped  on  that 
occ  a  Gotland  hoifted  hisflag  accordingly  onboard  the  Queen 
CharUntc ;  but  the  difpute  being  quickly  compromifed,  the 
Slips  were  difmantkd  and  laid  up  at  the  clofe  of  the  year. 
On  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  France,  in 
J793,  his  lordfhip  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
main  or  Channel  fleet.  During  the  firft  year  in  which 
te  filled  this  high  Ration  no  very  remarkable  occurrence 
.took  place,  except  that,  in  the  month  of  November,-* 
flight  fldrmifb.  happened  with  the  enemy,  which  was 

}'  (reductive. of  net  material  confequence.  In  the  following 
umtner  thai  very  memorable  encounter  took  place  which 
prill,  to  the  latefttjme,  make  foconfpicuous  a  figure  in  the 
naval  annals  of  Great  Britain — the  victory  obtained  on 
Ihe  lA  of  June,  His  lordfhip  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on 
the  2d  of  May,  and  on  .the  28th  of  the  fame  month  got 
fight  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  A  partial  aft  ion  took  place 
the  fame  evening,  as  alfo  on  the  following  day.  Thefe 
fkirmifhes  were  the  forerunners  of  the  general  anddecifive 
engagement  *.   '  His  lordfhip  continued  to  command  the 

fleet 


-*  The  acrouat'of  which,  u  yd]  »i.  of  iMtoli  imiCcdiitelf  preced- 
ing, vc  Dull  give  in  hii  loidlhip'i  own  woidi. 

"  Admiralty-office,  June  10,  .1794. 
.  *'  Sit  Roger  Curtit,  Sift  captain  loaHmira)  c»rl  Howe,  «ni«d  tbii 
evening  with  a  di  [patch  from  hit  loidlbip  to  Mr.  Btephew,- of  which 

tic  foJtowWg  U  »  copy.  .  ._■<;... 

"   QllMfl 
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fleet  fome  time  afterward* ;  but  the  enemy,  fmwting  under 
their  fevere  chaitiferaent,  gave  him  no  fcconci-opportunit* 

of 


•'  Queen  Charlotte  *(  fn,  Junes,  I794,  Ufliact  E.  half  N. 
14a  leaguet.  *. 

"  $'T>.  ..    ' 

"  Thinking  it  may  not  be  neceflary  to  make  *  more  particular  re- 
port of  my  proceeding!  with  the  Beet,  for  the  prefect  information  of 
■he  lords  commiffioneri  of  the  admiralty,  1  confine  ray  communicn- 
'□  thii  difpatch,  10  the  occurrencei  when  in  prefence  of 


tiny  yefleiday . 
'inding,  on  my  r 
fleet  had,  a  lew  dayi  before,  pot  to  fea ;  and  receiving,  on'  the  fame 


5,  on  my  return  off  Brefl  on  the  t nth  pad,  that  the  French: 


evening,  advice)  from  rear-admiral  Montagu,  I  deemed  it  , 
endeavour  to  form  a  junction  with  the  rear-admiral  at  Toon  ai  poliible, 
and  proceeded  immediately  for  the  datum  on  which  he  meant  to  wait 
for  Ine  return  of  the  Vcnui. 

"  But,  having  | 
Fame  month,  by  « 
then  bill  a  few  leaguei  farther  to  the  well  ward*  the  courfc  before 
fleered,  wu  altered  accordingly.  * 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  s8th  the  enemy  were  difcovercd  far  to 
windward,  and  partial  acrioM  took  place  with  them  on  that  evening 
and  the  next  day.  * 

".The  weather  gage  having  been  obtained,  in  the  progrefi  of  the) 
lift' mentioned  day,  and  the  fleet  being  in  a  fi  (nation  for  bringing  the 

Stsay  to  clofe  aQion  the  ill  indanc,   the  Ihips  bore  up  together1 ,ftrf 
it  purpofe,  between  feven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

"The  French,  their  force  confining  of  twenty-fix  fiiipl  of  the  line! 
oppofed  to  hi*  majefty'i  fleet  of  twenty-five  (the  Audacious  having 
parted  company  with  the  Aernmod  fliip  of  the  enemy'i  line,  captured 
in  the  night  of  the  18th)  waited  for  the  action,  and  iuflained  the 
attack  with  their  coflomary  refolution. 

■*  In  led  than  an  hour  after  the  clofe  action  commenced  in  the 
centre,  the  French  admiral,  engaged  by  the  Queen  Charlotte,  crowded 
off,  and  was  followed  by  mud  ofthe  tttipi  of  hij  van  in  condition  to 
carry  Tail  after  him,  leaving  with  ui  about  ten  or  twelve  of  bit  crippled 
or  totally  difmaRed  (hint,  excluGve  of  one  funk  in  the  engagement. 
The  Queen  Charlotte  had  then  loll  her  fore  top-mad,  and  the  main- 
top-mall  fell  over  the  fide  very  fooa  after. 

"  The  greater  nomberof  the  other  fhipi  of  the  Britifh  fleet  werc,fl| 
tbii  time,  (a  much  dibbled  Or  widejy  fepararao,  and  uiwier  foch  cirV 
cnmflancea  with  refpefl  to  thofe  Anna  of  the  enemy  in  a  date  for 
action,  and  with  which  the  firing  waa  fhll  continued,  that  two  or  three, 
even  of  t heir -djuMM led  flripi,  attempting  to  get  away  under  a  fpritfail 
fcngly,  or  1'rqailer  fail  raifej  on  the  dump  of  the  fore- tnaA,  could  not 
fcedetained. 

G I  i  '  "  Srv« 
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ttf  i^pfefltiHg  it.     At  Ate  dedth  «f  adiftirat  Fritter,  on  the 

jrjtti  of  March,  1796,  Ms  lordfliip  fiStettded  K>  rite  High 

Ration 


.  "J*  Sc*eJI  waMiued  in  «ur  aofJiJiTion,  opt  of  which,  however,  funk 
before  the  adequate  alGuWe  could  be  given  10  her  crew ;  but  many 

"  The  Bninfwick,  having  lofi  her  miienmjft  in  the  action,  and 
drifted  to  leewaid  of  the  French  retreatjrig  Hips,  was  obliged  10  put 
"''--•-    e  10  the  northward  from  ituim.     Not  feeing  her  chafed  f>y 
:a7carnent,  I  flatter  mytelf  (he  may  arrive  ■■ 

*l  -i.;  -.1- -j...   /—■      rt-*_    .t  i*      ■■  .  -   n   ,: 


jfe  enemy,  in  that  preiilcMneni,  1  flatter  mylelt  the  may  arrive  i«j 
lafety  at  Plymouth.  All  the  oilier  twenty- four  ffiipi  of  hii  majelly'i 
feet  re-iffembled  later  in.  the  day;  and  I  am  .preparing  10  return  wjiK 
tiem,  at  foon  a*  the  captured  ffiipi  of  (he  enemy  ire  feeudd,  for 
$pithead.  * 

.  f  Toe  material  injury  to  Jit  majelly'i  fbipi,  I  uhderftand,  it  eon. 

fined principal  I  y  to  their  maDt  ana  yards,  which  1  conclude  will  hf 
pcediTy  replaced. 

"  I  have  not  been  yet  ?ble  to  collefl  regular  account*  of  (lie 
Kled  and  wounded  in  the  different  Ihipt.  .Ci 
apceioTbu  rank  who  fell  in  the  action,  f  h< 
tions  J  hope  will  pr&v'c  fmafl,  the  nature  c 
but  1  have  the  concern  o.f  being  obliged  10  adi 
admiral  Grave*  has  received  a  wound  iij  the 
fart  Bowyer  and  Pafley,  as  well  at  captain  Hu 
------  "  (Iha: 


■'rcafter 
la.of* 
wif!  ha 


rfl  capi 


ar  afliiiance,  ip  (Ije  Ijtf  pccitj* 
dfeiiccjt  io,  acknowledge  from  my  fccc-nd  captain,  Cr  Andrew  Ooug{aa. 
*'  law,  with grca^cao&deraric*, 
Sir, 
■  Voor  rfloft  oWieril TerMti*, 

■     "Howi.*    ' 

"  p.  S.    The  names  and  force  of  the  captured  French  fhapt,  with  tM 
flttfe  eraofaitted  herewith/!         : 
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ha  vac  omens  w  oaixt  uttaw.      4fp- 

ftatiort  of  admiral  of  the  fleet,  a*  bCmg  the  fenior' naWt 
officer  oh  the  lift  of  admirals. 

HUISH,  Henry,— Is  fourthly  known  to  us  but  as  haw- 
ing been  appointed  Captain  of  the  Experiment  frigate  m 
the  1 2th  ei  July,  1746;  and  of  the  Deptford,  a  nfty-gmi 
(hip.  about  the  month  of  Augoft,  1751.  Hfl  died  itt 
England  on  the1  26th  of  February,  1703,  having  been,  at 
lean  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  unemployed, 

HYDE,  Frederick,  —  was  lieutenant  of  the  Marlboro* 
at  the  trme  of  the  well-known  -encounter  with  the  French 
and  Spanifn  Beets  off  Todon,  and  was  one  of  the  wilr 
Defies  examined  on  the  fubfetjuem  trials,  particularly  thar 
of  captain  Ambrofe,  He  was  promoted,  on  the  litft  of 
/November,  1 746,  to  be  captain  oft  heOfoffiltaf ;  but  Wetutve 
net  been  able  to  collect  any  other  particulars  Concerning 
him,  except  that  he  died,  on  the  21ft  of  March,  17*4^ 
having  been,  like  the  gentleman  taAsntentiofled,  during 
the  latter  part  of  hi*  life  unemployed. 

JELFE\  Andrews/— was  the  fori  of  Mr.  Jdfe,  mafoti 
to  king  George  thfe  Second,  and,  we  believe,  one'  Of  the/ 
tontracioTsforerea4ngWe(lmmfterbTidge.  WefindMm] 
at  theend  of  the  year  1 743,  lieutenant  of  the  ViSory,  (av^ 
rng  been,  «s  we  foppofe,  many  years  previous  ¥»  fturt  ihitg 
ah  officer  in  the  rOyal  navy;  from  this  flatioh  be  Was  foot* 
removed,  and  happily  tor  him,  the  Victory  being  loft  nc# 
long  afterwards.  He  was  promoted,  about  the  MobA  of 
February  1744,  to  be  commander  of  the  Swallow* 
s"oop,  and  advanced,  on  the  14th  of  AprA,  1746* 
»  be  captain  of  the  Port  Mafcoft  frigate.  He  eoiiri- 
Aued  in  cerMMifrfOh  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  araj 

f  Lit  of  frettch  Bfipi  cipirfrcd  tfti'the  «*  <Ur  of  June,  1704, 
lb  Jtrtle  (to  gum. 
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ptttiiU\7*iat>  being  taken  pbfftfiM  Of.* 
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TO  employed  on  the  home  ftation  ai  captain  of  the 
Afturance,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four  guns:  nothing 
farther  being  mentioned  concerning  him,  except  his 
having  been,  in  the  month  of  December  1747,  one  of 
tfee  -members  of  the  court-martial  aflembltd  at  Portf- 
tnotith  for  the  trial  of  captain  Fox. 
•  The  only  fubfequent  account  we  have  relative  to  him 
is,  that,  in  the  year  1758,  he  commanded  a  fevenly- 
gun  fhip  on  the  Weft  India  ftation,  from  whence  he  re- 
turned with  a  conyoy  in  the  month  of  October.  We  have 
no  proof  of  his  having  held  any  fubfequent  command,  and 
know  him  to  have  been,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war, 
unemployed.     He  died  on  the  14th  of  March,  1765. 

INNfcS,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1746, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Aldborough  frigate.  la  this 
fhip  he  was  form  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,' 
where,  on  his  arrival,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Warwick, 
as  fucceflbr  to  captain  Erfkine,  who  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Knowles,  then  commodore  on  that  ftation,  to  be  his  cap- 
tain in  the  Canterbury. ,  Early  in  the  year  1748  captain 
Innes  was  one  uf  the  commanders  who,  under  the  orders 
ofMr.Knowlestwas  engaged  in  making  thefuccefsful  attack 
On  Port  Louis  in  the  month  of  March,  as  he  was  immedi- 
ate] j  afterwards  in  that  lei's  fortunate  one  on  St.  Jago,  and 
the  engagement  with  the  Spanifh  fquadron,  under  Reggio, 
in  the  month  of  September.  The  Warwick  and  the 
Canterbury,  commanded  by  captain  Clark,  were  fa  far 
altera  at  the  time  the  van  began  to  engage,  that  they  could . 
Opt  get  into  action  till  after  it  had  continued  upwards  of 
|wo  hours.  Thisevent  is  not  fo  remote  but  that,  it  may  be 
-  welt,  remem bored,  as  having  created  a  ferie.s  of  difputes 

Si  reductive,  of  much  injury  to,  the  fervice:  the  admiral  cen- 
uredfomeof  thpfe  whom  he  commanded; -and  they  in 
their  turn  were  equally,  free  in  their,  animadveriions  on' 
their  fuperior. 

A  fcries  of  court-martials  took  place  which  tended  to 
encreafe  the  ferment,  by  keeping  tip  the  encounter  be* 
tweijn  accufation  and  recrimination.  Repeated  duels 
Iacceeded  to  thefe  ;  and  one,. in  which  captain  Junes  was 
a  principal,  with  captain  Clark,  unhappily  proved  fatal  to 
the  formed.  The  caule  which  immediately  gave  rife  to  it 
was',  from  the  beft  investigation  we  have  Seen- enabled  to, 
■Hike,  an  unhappy  and  violent  declaration,  made  by  captain 
Innes, 
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Infitfs,  that  captain  Clark  had  endeavoured  to  take  away  hi* 
life,  by  giving  falfe  evidence  againft  him.  This,  was  a 
provocation  which,  it  mull  certainly  be  admitted,  could  not 
be  endured  by  a  gentleman,  particularly  one  in  a  military 
capacity.  Capt.  Clark  verbally  challenged  captain  Innes, 
and  the  meeting  took  place,  which  produced  the  confe- 
quences  already  hinted  at*.  This  melancholy  difafter  took 
place  on  the  1 2th  of  March  1750:  the  parties  met  at  fovea 
O'clock  in  the  morning,  and  captain  Innes  furvived  only 
till  twelve  o'clock  the  fame  night.  ' 

KERLEY,  Anthony.— We  find  this  gentleman,  early 
in  the  year  1 746,  commander  of  the  Weazle  Hoop  of  war; 
and  dated  -as  the  captor  of  a  fmall  French  privateer  lent 
into  Falmouth*  ,  This  circumftance,  infignificam  as  it  is, 
comprifesall  we  have  been  able  to  collect  relative  to  this 
gen [leman's  naval  fervice,  except  that  he  was,  on  the  2d  of 
July  in  the  year  juft  mentioned,  promoted  to  be  captain 
of  the  Grand  Turk,  a  frigate,  which  we  believe  had  been 
a  captured  privateer.  He  afterwards  commanded  the 
Ranger,  which  had  alfo  been  a  velfel  of  the  fame  defcription 
taken  from  the  enemy.  We  do  not  find  him  mentioned  in 
any  fubfequent  command,  or  noticed  in  any  other  way,  than 
»s  naving  died,  at  Plymouth,  on  the  3 1  ft  of  April,  1764.  1 
KNIGHT,  Sir  Jofeph,  —  was,  on  the  31ft  of  July, 
1746,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  commander  of  a  floop 
of  war,  to  be  captain  of  the  Ruby,  a  fifty-gun  (hip,  in 
which  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,. 
being,  in  the  year  enfuing.his  promotion,  ordered  to  the 
Eafl  Indies  with  admiral  Bolbawen.  He  continued 
in  India  after  the  return  of  the;  admiral,  ferving  under 
commodore  Lille ;  and  on  the  death  of  that  gentleman, 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fucceeded  to  the  chief 
.  command  of  the  fquadron  as  fenioc  captain,  in  which 
ft  at  ion  he  returned  to  England.  - .  No  farther  men- 
tion occurs  concerning  him  after  ■  this  time  rJH  the 
end  of  the  year  1758,  when  we  And  him  commanding  the 
Fougeux,  of  feventyguns,  one  of  the  fquadron  fentj  under 
Mr.  Keppel,  on  the  expedition  againft  Goree.  In  the 
feinted  attack  of  the  citadel,  which,  as  we  have  already 
related  in  our  account  of  Mr.  Keppel,  took  place  on  the 
?8th  of  December,  Mr.  Knight  bore  a  very  confpicuoua 

\  "*  The  circumlUflcei  attending  the  duel  itfelf  will  be  found  given, 
we  hope  w>U)  more  propriety,  in  oar  account  of  captaia  Clark. 

and 
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and  dMrnniifhtid  Autre,  notwithftanding  he  wa»  eonfidtr- 
atrty  impeded  from  getting  into  his  Ration  by  the  Ffrraace 
bomb-ketch,  which  fell  on  board  him  when  in  the  aft  of 
bearing  down.  We  find  no  other  mention  made  of  him 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  except  that  he  after- 
ward* commanded  the  Belleifle,  a  (hip  of  the  fame  rate 
m  the  Fougcux,  After  the  peace  was  concluded  we 
do  net  meet  with  him  as  holding  any  commimon  till  the 
Tear  177*,  when  he  wat  captain  of  the  Ramilliet,  of 
feventy-four  guns,  a  guardlhip  at  Chatham.  In  this  (hip 
he.  afterwards  homed  a  broad  pendant,  and  proceeded  to 
Gibraltar  with  a  fquadron  carrying  troopf-  He  waa 
afterwards  promoted  to  die  Ocean,  of  ninefy  guns,  -at 
Porafmooth,  and  had,  «n  the  04th  of  June,  1773,  the 
honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on  him  by  his  majefty, 
Under  the  royal  ftandard,  on  board  the  Barfteur,  that  being 
the  time  when  the  grand  naval  review  took  place  at  Portf* 
■Kxath.  On  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  promoted 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  which  was  his  firft  ap- 
pointment in  the  rank  of  a  flag  officer.  He  was  not  in- 
verted with  any  command,  nor  indeed  did  he  five  a  fuHt- 
eieftt  length  of  tkne  to  receive  **uch  an  appointment, 
dyi«g  on  the  flth  of  September  ending  his  promotion,, a* 
shove  ftated,  after  having  been  in  the  fervice  fifty-two  years. 
KNOWLER,  Charles,— was,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1746,  proimmKl  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridgewater.  No 
ether  mention  is  made  of  htm  during  the  war,  nor  indeed 
at  any  (ubleoucnt  period,  for,  notwithstanding  it  may  be 
Jawly  concluded  he  held  many  fubfequent  commands,  we 
find  no  farther  notice  taken  of  him,  except  that,  in  1770, 
be  waa  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and 
haif-pay  ftf  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  about  the  year  178a, 
.  KNOWLER,  Thomas,  — bfothor  to  the  gentleman 
hm-mentioned,  was  third  lieutenant  of  the  Namur,  under 
Mr.  Mathews,  at  the  tkne  of  the  encounter  with  the 
French  and  Spanifli  fleets  off  T-aulon,  and  was  one  of  the" 
witnefles  ordered  to  England  00  the  trials  which  afterwards 
toot  place  in  corrfequence  of  it.  On  Auguft  %t,  1746, 
he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lys,  a  French  pries, 
which,  as  well  aaiKrthe  preceding  jnlhtnceof  his  brother, 
as  the  only  mention  we  find  made  of  him  during  the  then 
cxtfting  ftatc  of  hoftilitics,  Some  time  a/ter  th,e  conclu-. 
fi<H 
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litm  of  ppuce;  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  beginning  ef  ih* 
year  17531  be  was  appointed  to  the  Salifbury,  of  fifty  guns, 
one  of  the  Ihips  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  that  time  for  a 
guard  (hip  at  Plymouth.  In  the  f  11  miner  of  the  year  1755, 
not  long  before  the  a&ual  com  metier  em  of  hofli  lines 
with  France,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Printers  Lou i fa,  of 
fixry  guns,  in  which  fhip  he  could  have  continued  only  • 
very  moit  tiow,  it  being  font  in  the  enfuiug  year  to  the 
Mediterranean,  with  Mr.  fiyng,  being  then  commanded 
by  captain  Noel.  No  other  particulars  relative  to  his 
fcrvices  or  commands  hove  cetwe  to  our  knowledge  after 
the  clofeS  investigation;  nor,  indeed,  have  we  been  able  to 
colled  any  farther  iaforsuttos  concerning  hi*,  except  that 
he  wai  put  oa  the  fuperanmuted  lilt,  as  a  rear -ad  mi**],  in 
the  month  of  March  1775,  and  died  about  tie  year  1784. 

LEGGE,  Julian,  —  was,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1746, 
promoted  10  be  capMU  of  the  Inveriiefs  U  igate,  at  that 
time  employed  on  the  ScottUh.  or  norffeena  flation.  He 
afterwards  removed  into  aha  £  eat,  which  he  commanded 
in  1747,  and  Which  is  the  qniy  particslar  mention  we  find 
iDtdeof  htm-thiriag  the  war;  after  the  cleft  of  which,  h* 
was,  in  1751,  promoted  to  the -Briftoi,  of  hfty  guru,  la 
Abi  conttlaud  he  did  not  centwue  long,  beiag,  in  1753, 
appointed  M  the  Shore  ham  frigate,  and  ordered,  to  the 
Weil  Indies,  where  he  diOanguilhed  himlclf  exceedingly 
by  cutting  down  a  number  of -erodes  ornamented  with-thc 
French  king's  arms,  and  copper-plate  in&riptione  put  up 
by  the  .people  of  that  nation,  aliening  a  claim  to  all  iilamfc 
which  were  not  abfotutely  -and  decidedly  pollened  bjr 
falters  from  other  European  countries. 

A  number  of  peiffons  from  Bermuda  were  in  the  habit 
of  perpetually  retorting  to  the  iflands  in  .e,ueilion,  princi- 
pally for  the  pu/pofc  of  catching  turtle ;  and,  to  prevent 
infuh  ortll-ulage'to  them  as  the  authors  of  this  vary  Jp#- 
-rited  maafure,  captain  Legge  left  the  following  wriuen 
declaration  at  eauh  place. 

"  "To  .prevent  any  violence  being  ufed  to  any  of  the 
■people  who  live  on  Grand  Key,  Salt  Key,  or  .Ssb!  Jieji, 
it  it  thought  proper  to  leave  this  declaration,  rhnrwe.cyt 
down  the  arms  of  his  moll  chiiAian  majefly,  and  t  ho  rmflbs 
which  were -fet-np  as  rsarlu  of  .puueljion  upon  the  daid 
inandsy  sod  tarrittl  afcfty'tfie  feme,  j>urfu»nt.  to'itKUut- 

tions 


,v  Google 


478  LIVES  AND 'CHARACTERS  OP 

lions  for  To  doing:  and  further,  that  his  Britannic  majefly 
will  not  fufferany  marks  of  pofieffion  to  be  put  upon  any  of 
the  keys  or  illands,  known  by  the  name  of  Turk's 
Hands." 

He  continued  in  the  Weft  Indies  for  fome  time  after- 

\  wards;  and,  on  his  return  to  England,  was  brought  to  a 

court-martial,  on  a  charge,  the  nature  of  which,  as  well  as 

the  foundation  of  it,  cannot  be  better  or  more  fully  rte- 

(cribed  than  by  the  following  minute  of  its  decifion. 

"  Portfmouth,  July  I,  175$- — This  day  a  court-mar- 
ftal  was  held  on  board  the  St.  George,  on  captain  Julian 
Legge,  late  of  his  majefty's  Otip  Shoreham.  The  charge 
again  ft  him  was  for  a  very  extraordinary  ex  pence  made  by 
hint  in  purchaflng  more  ftores  than  were  neceflary,  and  for 
making  an  alteration  in  his  (hip  by  removing  the  fireplace, 
contrary  to  the  20th  article  of  the  general  printed  infrac- 
tions; when,  after  a  trial  of  eight  hours,  his  accounts  ap-  . 
peared  to  the  court  to  be  a  neceflary  charge,  and  he  was 
acquitted  of  any  fraudulent  or  unofncer-tike  ad ;  but  the 
alterations  in  his  {hip  being  contrary  to  the  general  in- 
ftrudtons,  the  court  did  think  proper  to  adjudge  the  funt 
of  fifty  pounds  to  be  flopped  from  his  pay.    ■ 

This  adjudication  bringing  not  the  final  left  impeach- 
ment on  his  character,  cither  as  a  gentleman  or  an 
officer,  he  was  ordered,  in  the  month  of  September  fol- 
lowing, with  many  other  diftinguimed  naval  characters, 
as  pauengers  on  board  the  Ambufcade,  to  proceed  to  the 
Mediterranean,  there  to  take  upon  them  the  command 
of  thofe  (hips,  whofe  captains  were  ordered  home  to  give 
evidence  on  the  approaching  trial  of  the  unfortunate  ad- 
miral Byng ;  that  allotted  to  captain  Legge  we  believe  to 
have  been  the  Princefs  Louifa.  No  farther  mention,  far 
as  we  can  find,  is  made  of  him  till  the  year  1761,  when 
he  commanded  the  Sutherland  on  the  Weft  India  (ration. 
He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Temple,  of  feventy 
guns,  a  (hip  employed  in  the  fame  quarter ;  and  being 
ordered,  wilh  the  greater  part  of  the  naval  force  ftationed 
there,  to  proceed  againft  the  Havannah,  under  fir  George 
Pocock,  in  the  year  1762,  died  on  the  29th  of  June,  fome 
time  before  the  conqueft  was  effected. 

LLOYD,  John,— was,  on  the  +th  of  September,  1746, 

appointed  commander  of  the  Deal  Caftle.    He  wan  in  the 
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enfuitag  year  one  of  the  captains  ordered  to  the  Eaft  Indies 
under  rear-admiral  Bofcawen ;  but  on  this  occafion  re 
.moved  into  the  Eltham*.  He  is  faid  to  have  afterwards 
commanded  the  Sphinx ;  hut  this  we  have  many  reafons 
to  believe  is  an  erroneous  report.  He  is  faid,  in  1753, 
to  have  commanded  the  Arundel ;  but  even  this  we  dare 
not  aflert  as  a  fad,  thinking  it  not  improbable  that  he 
may  bo  confounded  with  his  name-fake  William  Lloyd1, 
of  whom  hereafter.  The  fame  reafon  operates  againft  us 
with  refpeft  to  his  having,  in  1 755,  been  appointed  to  the 
Chefterfield,  of  forty  guns.  If  we  are  fortunately  correal 
in  thefe  two  inftances,  and  which  for  the  prefent  we  lhaM 
prefume  on  as  true,  captain  Lloyd  continued  in  the  Arun- 
del till  his  removal  into  the  Chefterfield.  In  this  (hip  he 
afterwards  proceeded  to  the  Mediterranean  to  join  com*-  ■ 
modore  Edgecumbc,  and  continuing  there,  afterwards 
ferved  under  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  was  one  of 
the  officers  ordered  to  England  as  an  evidence  on  the  fub- 
fequcnt  trial.  In  1759  he  was  fenior  captain,' or  corn* 
manding  officer  of  a  (mall  flying  fquadron  Rationed  in 
Quiberon  Bay,  where  he  difplayed  great  aQiviiy  and  much 
addrefs  in  watching  and  ftrcightenirig  the  enemy.  Bat 
no  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  war,  except 
that,  towards  the  conclufion  of  it,  he  is  faid  to  have  com- 
manded a  third  rate,  the  name  of  which  we  have  been 
unable  to  difcover.  About  the  end  of  the  year  1770  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Cornwall,  of  feventy-four  guns,  one. 
of  the  Ihips  ordered  to  be  fitted  for  fea  at  Plymouth,  in 
conference  of  the  rupture  which  it  was  then  dairy  ap* 
prehended  would  take  place  with  Spain.  How  long  he 
continued  in  this  (hip  is  not  precifely  known,  but  we  do 
not  believe  him  to  have  held  any  command  after  he  quit- 
ted it. 

On  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was,  moreover,  to 
the  fame  ftation  in  the  red  fquadron,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary in  the  enfuing  year ;  and,  on  the  29th  of  January, 


*  The  particular,  of  hi)  fervice ,  while  employed  on  thii  expedi- 
tion, will  be  found  by  referring  10  the  life  of  Mr.  Bofciwen.  See 
*ol-  ir.  p.  B'7  «f  fco-  He  in  piroculir  eomniadcd  the  corps  «f 
fcanen  which  jointd  the  army  at  tfat  fiaft  of  Powficlterry,  ' 

1778, 
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1778,  to  be  vice*admiral  of  the  blue,  but  never  appears  to* 
have  accepted  any  command  at  a  flag-officer.     His  laft 


^promotion  he  did  not  long  furtive,  dying  on  the  8th  o( 
March  enftiing  f  (7 7 81. 

MONTAGUE,  John.  —The  firft  iirforraatiort  W* 


have  of  thii  gentleman  U,  that  in  the  year  1745  he  was 
commander  of  the  Hinchinbroke  (loop  of  war;  from 
.which  lie  was,  On  the  15th  of  January,  1745,  promoted  to 
he  captain  of  tn)e  Ambulcadc,  of  forty  guru :  other  ac- 
counts, we  believe  erxoneoufly,  far  the  Rofe :  but  if  he 
tally  ewer  was  appointed  to  the  rhip  lift- mentioned,  ha 
certainly  continued  in  that  command  a  very  fhovt  time 
only.  In  1747  we  find  him  ftill  captain  of  the  Aanbuf-> 
ode*  and  attached  to  the  fquadron  employed  in  the 
-Channel  under  vice-admiral  Anfon.  No  other  mention 
is  nude  of  him  while  he  continued  in  that  {hip.  He  watt 
(Uxaat  this  time  chofen  repxefentative  in  parliament  tor  the 
-hocoughaf  Huntingdon,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
-1748,  ww  promoted  to  the  Gseenwich,  of  fifty  ettfutf 
aTrom  which  he  was,  ajmoft  immediately  afterwards,  acV 


I  so  be  captain  of  the  Kent.  On  the  ad  of  De-> 
jossnber  he  married  Mits  Sophia  Wioughton,  by  whom 
Ite  left  ieveral  children,  two  of  whom  we  IhiH  hereafter 
have  aooafion  to  give  fome  account  of*.  He  continued 
anicomsniflion  during  the  two  enfuing -years,  having  been 
-.sane  of  the  member*  of  the  oourt-mart  iai  held  on  board  the 
.  invincible,  in  the  rnnnth  of  June  1749,  for  the  trial  of  the 
'Wujiiiccr*  on  board  the  CbeferSehj;  and  of  that  convened, 
■  m-  the  month  of  December  c  750,  for  the  trial  of  admiral 
<Jriffin. 

No  far  ucufers  have  -come  to  our  knowledge  relative  to 
<tue  gmtbiaaan,  fuhsequcnt  to  the  above  lime,  till  ike 
year  1755,  when,  on  the  apprehenfion  of  a  rupture  talcing 
frfaue  wtch  'France,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  £lt- 
efiabeth,  of  seventy  gum,  one  of  the  (hips  ordered  to  be  .got 
ecmdy  fortfeaat  Fortfmouth,  but  nodirect.  mention  is  .made 
pf the ferwee*  ju  which  it  was-afterveardsempto)»ed  during 
that  feafon.    In _lJ.S7.we  find  him  captain  of  the  Monarch* 

*  CafNHtaJtitm^fenwsjuq,  wJm  wm  wrforMntrfr  kilWiy  (he 
M&m  with  SbV  JsseekfcM  M«be  sAef  June,  -134.  ud*be  _we(o* 
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■6  Ihird  rate  carrying  ieventy-fotir  giins*,  and  employed 
tail  the  Gibraltar  and  Mediterranean  Ration,  under  Mr, 
Oiborne.  In  this  fhip  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  affift 
in  the  deftruftion  of  the  fmall  French  fquadron  which. 
endeavoured  to  get  out  of  Toulon,  in  order  to  effecl  a 
junction  with  M.  De  la  Clue  at  Carthagena.  The  Ori- 
flamme,of  fifty  guns,  was  driven  on  Chore  under  the  caftle 
of  Aiglos,  off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  by  captains  Montague 
and  Rowley,  who,  to  form  a  whim  ileal  coincidence  of 
names,  then  commanded  the  Montague.  In  addition  to 
the  (lender  particulars  juft  given  we  have  nothing  to  add' 
relative  to  this  gentleman,  during  the  war,  except  that,  in' 
the  year  1760,  he)  was  appointed  to  the  Norfolk,  of  eighty 
guns,  and,  for  a  (hort  time  in  the  fucceeding  year,  com- 
manded the  Prince fs  Amelia,  of  the  fame  force,  botK 
of  them  employed  in  the  Channel  t,  where,  as  we  have 
already  had  frequent  occafion  to  remark,  no  naval  event 
!n  any  degree  Interefting  took  place,  after  the  memorable 
defeat  of  Con  flans  in  1759. 

During  the  fucceeding  period  of  peace  we  find  him,  in 
1766,  commanding  the  Dragon,  of  feventy-four  guns,  one 
of  the  guardlhips  (rationed  at  Chatham,  In  which  he  con* 
tiniied,  according  to  the  general  cuftom  of  the  fcrvice* 
three  years.  A  rupture  with  Spain  being  apprehended  in 
1770,  and  a  promotion  of  flag-officers  taking  place  in 
confequence,  Mr.  Montague  was,  on  the  1 8th  of  October, 
advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  fent  out 


*  The  unfortuttate  admiral  Byo£  m  (hot  on  board  ihis  fhip,  in 
Portfaouth  harbour,  on  the  14th  of  March,  ijsft  "plain  Montague 
■t  thai  time  commanding  her. 

+  At  the  end  of  the  year  1761  he  narrowly  efesped  being  burnt  in 
thii  (hip  in  Bafque  road,  ai  appears  by  the  following  account. 

"  Three  fire  boati,  of  fifty  tons  each,  were  fet  a  float  under  the 
Command  of  the  captain  of  the  port's  fun,  afliikd  by  four  men  of 
War's  boll!  i  but,  through  precipitation,  miftake,  or  accident,  two  of 
them  blew  up  and  efceiy  foul  perilhcd.  .The  explofion  wai  terrible  ; 
they  continued  burning  with  great  fury  from  one,  till  daylight.  Aa 
the  wind  blew  when  ihev  took  fire  they  were  in  the  dream  of  the 
Prince  fi  Amelia,  captain  Montague,  an  eighty-gun  fhip ;  but  provi- 
dentially the  wind  drifted  from  W.  to  N.  W.  and  drove  them  clear 
off  the  whole  fquadron.  They  were  chained  together;  and  if  they 
had  been  managed  with  ilt;it  coolneft  and  inrrtpiriit)-  which  fuch  aa 
cuter  prize  rcqutrei,  they  might  have  done  fatal  execution." 

Vol.  V.  H  h  COm- 
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commander-in-chief  to  Halifax.  Early  in  177I,  the  ar£* 
pear an ce  of  hoftilities  vanifhing,  of  courfe  nothing  material 
occurred  during  the  time  he  was  abfent  on  that  fiatiom 
On  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  farther  advanced  to- 
be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;  as  he  was,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary, 177ft,  t0  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  In  the 
fame  month  he  was  appointed  governor  of  Newfound- 
land, and  commander-in-chief  on  that  ftation :  he  ac- 
cordingly failed  at  the  ufual  period,  having  his  flag  on 
board  the  Romney.  By  a  judicious  diftribuuon  of  the 
cruifers  under  his  command  he  effected  very  material 
injury,  not  only  to  their  American  privateers  but  alfo  to- 
the  commerce  of  that  country'.  In  1778,  or>  the  firft 
intelligence  of  the  rupture  between  Great' Britain  and 
France,  having  his  flag  on  board  the  Europe,  of  fixty-fbiir 
guns,  he  difpatched  commodore  Evans,  with  a  fufficient  ' 
force,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon,  an  enierprize  which  was  effe fled  without 
difficulty  or  even  bloodfhed.  He  returned  to  England  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  year,  and  never  afterwards  accepted 
of  any  more  active  command  than  that  of  port  admiral  at 
Portfmouth,  which  he  was  appointed  to  after  the  conclu- 
fion of  the  war:  he  held  it  during  the  ufual  I  y-al  lotted 
period  of  three  years,  having  his  flagon  board  the  Queen,, 
of  ninety  guns.  ~~ 

Alinoit  immediately  on  his  return  he  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth,  for  the 
-trial  of  admiral  Keppel;  on  which  occafion  he  appeared 
[o  ftrenuous  an  aifertor  of  what  he  thought  the  honour  of 
the  court,  (hat  many  violent  altercations  took  place  be- 
tween himfelf,  the  profecutor,  and' Come  of  the  witneffes 
who  would  not  anfwer  his  interrogatories  in  the  manner 
ne  wilhed.  On  the  8th  of  April,  1782,  a  complete 
change  of  minifters  having  taken  place,  he  was  advanced 
to  be  admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  farther,  on  the  24th 
of  September,  1787,  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  Having 
never  accepted  of  any  appointment  as  a  flag-officer,  except 
that  which  we  have  already  Hated,  nothing  farther  occurs 

*  On  die  18th  of  April,  1777,  be  was  advanced  ro  be  vice-  id  mini 
of  the  while;  and,  on  the  agih  of  January,  1778,  to  b*  vice  of  ill* 
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for  our  obfervation,  except  that  he  died  at  his  houfe  near 
Fareham,  Hants,  towards  the  end  of  Auguft  1795,  with- 
theuniverfal  reputation  of  a  man  poflefling  the  ftricteft. 
integrity,  and  a  molt  benevolent  heart,  unhappily  alloyed 
by  fome  intemperance. 

PALLISEK,  Sir  Hugh,  Bart.  —This  brave  man,  and 
judicious  officer,  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  and  re- 
fpeclable  family  ponefled  of  a  confiderable  eftate  at 
Newby-wifk,  in  Yorkftiire.  His  father,  the  younger  fori 
of  a  numerous  family,  was  a  captain  of  foot.  He  married 
the  daughter  of  Humphrey  Robinfon,  efq,  of  Thicket- 
hall,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  was  feverely  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Almanza.  His  two  elder  brothers  were 
alfo  wounded,  and  died  lieutenant-colonels  in  the  army  s 
but  the  eldeft  of  them  having  nearly  ruined  the  Yorkihire 
eftate,  fold  it  and  fettled  in  Ireland,  where  he  improved 
his  fortune,  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred,  and  entailed 
fix  hundred  pounds  a  year  on  the  fubjedl  of  this  article. 
Another  of  the  family  was  tutor  and  friend  of  the  cele- 
brated Locke;  died  archbi  (hop  of  Camel,  and  made  confi- 
derable endowmentson  the  college  of  Dublin.  SirHugh 
Pallifer  was  born  at  Ki  rk  Deighron,  in  the  county  of  Yorkt 
on  the  26th  of  February,  1722.  He  was  fent  early  to  fea 
under  the  protection  of  his  relation,  a  captain  in  the  navy. 
He  was  attached  to  his  profeffion,  fo  that  he  foon  gained 
the  character  of  a  ikilful  teaman  and  an  able  officer,  together 
with  the  friendfhip  as  well  as  good  opinion  of  his  fuperiors, 
amongft  whom  were  to  be  reckoned  lord  Anfon,  admiral 
Bofcawen,  and  fir  Charles  Saunders.  Under  their  au- 
•  fpices,  without  the  aid  of  high  birth,  powerful  connexions, 
or  party  intereft,  he  gradually  rofe  to  eminent  ftations  in 
both  the  military  and  civil  branches  of  the  naval  fervice. 
He  alfo  received  honourable  marks  of  approbation  from 
his  fovereign,  though  experiencing  what  officers  of  the 
moil  eminent  merit  had  encountered  before  him,  the 
jealoufy  and  ill-will  of  the  envious,  which  attach  to  the 
nature  of  all  popular  governments  like  that  of  Britain. 
Thefe  in  the  end  inftigated  the  attack  of  a  powerful  party 
upon  fir  Hugh,  who  declared  himfelf  equally  zealous  for 
the  public  fervice  tinder  all  adminiftrations,  without  court- 
ing or  profefllng  to  be  of  any  party. 

H  h  2  Ht 
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He  Was  made  lieutenant  in  1742;  in  that  Ration  fie 
became  firilof  the  ElTex,  commanded  by  captain  Richard 
Norris,  in  the  engagement  off  Toulon,  on  the  nth  of 
February,  1744.  Captain  Norris  being  backward  and 
behaving  ill,  was  ordered  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial ; 
but  the  court  conft ruing  the  order  to  be  only  for  3  court  of 
enquiry,  the  captain  was  permitted  to  quit  at  Marion ,  and 
never  appearing  again,  he  was  {truck  off  the  lift.  The  beha- 
viour of  the  lieutenants  of  the  Ellex.  was  much  approved  of, 
■nd  the  houfe  of  commons  Tf>ted  the  court-martial  proceeds 
ings  arbitrary,  partial,  and  illegal.  The  great  trials  ftiortly 
enftied,  when  feveral  officers,  and  amongft  them,  admiral 
Leflock,  paid  many  compliments  to-  the  abilities'  and 
judgement  of  lieutenant  Pal  lifer,  not  with  (landing  a  ma- 
terial part  of  his  evidence  tended  to  operate  a  gain  ft  that 
admiral. 

In  July  1746  lieutenant  PalhTer  was  promoted  to  be- 
commander  of  the  Weazle  floop ;  and,  on  his  ftation  off 
Beachy  Head  in  a  very  Ihort  time  he  captured  four  French 
privateers*,  which  acquired  him,  on  the  25th  of-Novem- 
oer  following,  the  rank  of  poft  captain  in  the  Captain,  of 
J'cventygun.sundercomrnodoreLegge,juftappointed'com- 
inander-in-chief  at  the  Leeward  I  Bands,  on  whore  death 
captain  Pallifer  moved  into  the  Sutherland,  of  fifty  guns, 
that  he  might  accommodate  the  fenior  captain  (afterwards 
fn  George  Pococke)  with  the  large  (hip.     The  Sutherland 

*  Hie  capture  of  two  of  them  is  officially  related  in  the  following- 
mlnner,  which  ii  fo  eimmely  honourable  to  captain  Pallifer,  whole 
force  wa>  not  more  than  equal  to  one  of  nil  opponent!,  thai  wc  have , 
inferred  ii  at  full  length. 

"  Admiralty -office,  Oflober  141b. 

-  Captain  Pallifer,  in  bii  majefiy'i  floop  the  Weazle,  being  on  S 
cruife  off  the  Me  of  Wight,  on  the  8th  infant,  it  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, favr  a  (hallop,  which  he  gave  chaee  to,  and  at  one  came  up  with 
hrr  and  took  her.  She  wai  called  the  Jeintie,  a  French  privateer 
belonging  to  Boulong,  mounting  fu  carriage  and  fin  fwivel  guru, 
and  had  fortv-eieht  men  on  board,  and  was  commanded  by  Anioine 
Colloit.        '     B  ' 

"  When  captain  Pallifer  had  fluffed  the  prifonrrj  he  gave  chace 
to  another  veflel,  and  at  dark  came  op  with  and  took  her.  She  wa» 
called  the  Fortune,  a  French  privateer,  of  Honfleur,  mounting  ten 
carriage  arid  ten  fwivel  guns,  and  had  ninety  ■five  men  on  board,  com- 
manded by  John  Gilbert.   Both  the  prucj  arc  brought  into  port." 

having 
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having  been  difmaftcd  in  an  hurricane,  captain  Pallifer 
loft  the  opportunity  of  fharingwith  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
in  the  capture  of  a  very  Urge  French  convoy,  which  had 
been  difperfed  by  fir  Edward  Hawke.  An  additional 
misfortune  afterwards  befcl  him  in  the  fame  fhip  when 
cruifing  to  ihe  leeward  of  -Martinico:  being  in  want  of 
water  he  proceeded  to  Prince  Rupert's  bay,  Dominica,  at 
that  time  inhabited  by  only  a  few  draggling  French,  and 
(avages.  Having  ordered  a  party  of  marines  to  land  for 
the  protection  of  the  waterers,  the  armourer,  in  taking 
the  arms  out  of  the  chef*  on  the  quarter-deck,  by  foine 
careleffnefs, (truck  fire:  thiscommunicatedtothecartotich 
boxes  therein,  and  occafioned  all  the  arms  to  gooff.  The 
captain,  who  was  then  fitting  on  the  other  arm-clieil  on 
the  oppolite  fide  of  the  deck,  was  immediately  wounded 
and  difabled  from  moving,  by  a  ball,  which  entered  on 
the  left  fide  of  his  back,  and  was  taken  out  at  his  right 
groin;  another  (truck  his  right  hip,  and  a  third  his  left 
Shoulder.  The  armourer  and  his  m3te  were  both  killed, 
but  the  captain,  having  youth  and  health  on  his  fide,  with 
able  afliftance,  recovered  contrary  to  the  expectations  of 
the  furgeons  thcmfelves.  He  remained  ever  after  lame  in 
the  left  leg,  having  a  perpetual  and  fometimes  very  excru- 
ciating pain,  which  at  length  occafioned  his  death. 
Notwithstanding  this  accident  he  perfevered  in  following 
the  fervice,  being  in  commiffion  for  the  Sheernefs  frigate,' 
oh  the  peace  with  France  and  Spain  in  1748,  ana  was 
fent  exprefs  to  admiral  Bofcawen,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
with  news  of  that  event.  In  1750  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Yarmouth  guard-mip  at  Chatham;  arid  fhortly  after- 
wards moving  into  the  Seahorfe,  a  twenty-gun  fhip,  was 
ordered  to  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  to  endeavour  the  inter- 
ception of  the  dinafiecled  whq  had  projected  fchemes  with 
the  court  of  France,  for  returning  fecretly  to  Scotland  in 
order  to  ralfe  new  disturbances  there.  His  diligence  in 
this  fervice  gained  him  the  ill-will  of  a  numerous  party  in 
that  country,  who  concerted  together  how  to  interrupt  and 
diftrefs  him.  Many  plans  were  unfuccefsfully  laid  to 
entrap  him ;  and  the  captain  having  orders  to  enter  all 
fuch  volunteers  as  offered,  they  forged  an  indenture  for 
one  of  that  defcription,  alledging  that  he  was  an  apprentice 
to  the  matter  of  a  fhip,  and  engaged  the  judge  of  the 
H  h  3  vice- 
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vice-admiralty  court  of  Scotland  to  proceed  againft  captain 
Pallifer  for  entering  him ;  but  the  captain  refuting  to  let 
the  man  be  taken  out  of  the  king's  (hip,  the  next  time 
captain  Pallifer  went  on  fhore  he  was  arretted  by  war-; 
rant  from  the  judge  of  the  vice-admiralty  court,  and  imT 
prifoned  for  fome  days  in  the  Tolbooth  prlfon  at  Edin- 
burgh, until  the  lords  of  feflions  ihterpofed  their  autho- 
rity, fuperceded  the  warrant  and  releafed  the  captain. 
The  mailer  of  the  vcfTel  who  countenanced  the  lorged 
indenture  fled  the  country. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1753  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  Briftol,  a  fliip  of  fifty  guns,  ordered  to  be 
fitted  at  Plymouth  for  a  gua'rd-fhip.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, long  continue  to  hold  this  command,  for  govern-? 
ment  having  determined  to  fend  general  Braddock  with  an 
army  to  Virginia,  to  drive  the  French  from  their  en- 
croachments on  the  back  fettlemenls  of  that  province, 
commodore  Keppel  was  ordered  with  two  fifty  gun  mips 
and  fome  frigates  to  Virginia,  and  captain  Pallifer,  with 
the  Seahorfe  and  Nightingale,  was  directed  to  convoy  the 
tranfports,  haying  on  board  two  regiments  from  Ireland, 
to  Hampton  in  Virginia.  He  failed  in  January  1755, 
but,  inftead  of  going  the  ufual  trafl,  he  ran  to  the  fouth- 
■ward-as  far  as  the  Tropic,  thus  avoiding  the  bad  weather 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  and  found  commodore  Keppel, 
general  Braddock,  and  the  mips  with  them,  had  arrived  a 
very  fhort  time  before  at  Hampton  very  much  damaged  by 
the  heavy  gales  they  met  within  the'  ufual  tract.  The 
ftiip's  companies  were  extremely  fickly,  and  the  commo- 
dore had  provided  hofpitals  for  the  troops  under  captain 
Pallifec's  convoy,  expecting  they  would  arrive  in  the  fame 
condition.  On  the  contrary,  they  all  appeared  in  very 
good  health,  and  proceeded  immediately  up  the  river 
Potomack  to  Alexandria,  where  no  kings  (hips,  or  any 
Ihips  fo  large  as  the  tranfports,  had  ever  heen  feen  before. 
Here  was  held  the  firft  congrefs,  confining  of  the  com- 
manding  general,  commodore,  and  all  his  majefty's 
governors  of  the  colonies;  and  here  the  provincial  troops 
of  Virginia,  under  captain  ffince  prefident  Wafhington) 
joined  the  king's  troops.  After  general  Braddock's  death 
and  defeat,  commodore  Keppel  returned  a  patfenger  to 
England,  in  the  Seahorfe,  with  captain  Pallifer. 

Hoftilities 
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Hoftilities  having  commenced  with  France  in  Septem- 
ber 1755,  captain  Palliferwas  commiffioned  to  ihe  Eagle, 
■of  fixty  guns.  On  the  30th  May,  1 757,  being  on  a  cruize 
-off  Ufhant,  in  company  with  the  Medway,  of  fixty  guns, 
they  in  the  night  fell  in  with  and  gave  chace  to  a  French 
Ea ft  India  (hip,  named  the  Due  D'Aquitain,  mounting 
fifty  guns,  all  French  eighteen  pounders,  on  two  decks, 
and  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  men.  She  had  landed 
her  cargo  at  Lifhon,  and  was  on  her  way  to  Port  L'Orient.. 
At  day-light  (he  appeared  with  her  lower  tier  run  out. 
The  Medway  ihortened  fail  to  clear  fhip ;  this  gave  th« 
Eagle,  ihe  being  clear  for  ailion,  the  opportunity  to  pafs 
her  and  begin  the  attack  at  two  (hip's  lengths,  fo  that 
almoft  every  fliot  took  place.  After  a  ftiort  but  very  (harp 
action  (he  iiruck  as  the  Medway  came  up,  having  fifty- 
one  men  killed,  and  the  number  of  wounded  not  afcer- 
tained,  with  ninety-feven  (hot-holes  through  both  fides. 
Her  main  and  mizen-mafts  fell  jitft  as  (lie  (truck.  The 
Eagle  had  ten  men  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded,  with 
twenty-one  (hot  through  her  fides.  The  commander  of 
the  Medway  was  very  unjuftly  reflected  on,  for  it  is  cer- 
tain that  nothing  but  his  Ihip  not  being  clear  prevented 
his  beginning  the  action,  for  he  afterwards  gave  repeated 
proofs  of  his  bravery  in  feveral  actions  during  that  war. 

In  July  1758,  captain  Pallifer  being  then  commander 
of  the  Shrewfbury,  of  feventy-four  guns,  to  which  fhip  he 
had  been  appointed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  lord 
Artfon  detached  him  with  a  fquadron  to  cruize  as  near 
the  entrance  of  Bred  as  he  could  with  fafety,  in  order  to 
watch  the  French  fleet  in  the  road.  Whilft  on  that  fer- 
vice  he  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  coafters,  under  convoy  of 
two  frigates,  which  he  drove  on  fliore  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  D'Hodiernes,  and  captured  fame  of  the  trading 
veflels. 

In  the  year  1759  he  was,  with  admiral  Saunders,  on 
the  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  Quebec  ;  on  which  occa- 
fion  he  commanded  the  body  of  Teamen  which  landed  and 
look  pofleflion  of  the  Lower  Town.  In  1760  he  ferved 
under  the  fame  admiral  in  the  Mediterranean,  who  de- 
tached him  with  an  equal  force  after  a  fmall  French  fqua- 
dron which  had  flipped  out  of  Toulon,  and  were  gone  up 
the  Levant  to  parade  and  perfuade  the  Turks  that  the 
H  h  4  French 
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French  fleets  were  not  blocked  up  by  the  Englifh.  Cap- 
tain Pallifcr  chaced  them  into  the  Turkish  ports,  under 
protection  of  the  grand  fignor's  batteries,  in  the  harbours 
of  Zudia,  in  Candia,  and  Napol  rli  Malvazca,  in  Marea. 
Nothing  but  refpefl  to  the  neutrality  of  the  grand  fignor's 

Eorts  prevented  their  definition  ;  and  the  English  am- 
affador  at  the  port  made  a  proper  ufe  of  the  event,  to  tho 
difgrace  of  the  French  and  the  high  honour  of  the  Briuib, 
name  at  Constantinople. 

In  1762  he  was  difpatched  with  three  fljps  of  the  line 
and  a  frigate  to  retake  St.  John's  in  Newfoundland ;  but  on 
his  arrival  he  found  that  lord  Colville  and  colonel  Ainherft 
had  anticipated  that  fervice:  and,  after  the  peace  in  1764, 
he  was  fent  out  thither  again  as  governor  and  commodore 
for  the  protection  of  that  Filhcry,  againft  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French,  having  under,  him  a  fifty-gun  (hip, 
the  Guernfey,  which  bore  his  broad  pendant,  and  Several 
frigates.  He  then  met  with  a  French  commodore  with  a 
fimllar  force  pretending  to  regulate  their  own  fisheries 
and  fettle  difputes  with  ours,  but,  in  reality,  encreafjng 
them ;  wherefore  commodore  Pallifer  warned  the  French 
commodore  to  quit  the  coaft,  informing  htm  that  the  Sove- 
reignty of  the  ifland  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  ho 
would  not  f offer  any  foreign  authority  to  interfere  with  his 
government.  On  account  of  this  and  other  Spirited  cxct- 
tions,  the  French  amhauador,  in  London,  prefented  many 
memorials  againft  governor  Pallifer;  but  the  latter  was 
well  Supported  by  the  ministry,  AmongSt  other  things  the 
French  pretended  that  Cape  Ray  was  Point  Rich,  thereby 
introducing  a  claim  to  the  fishery  all  along  the  wefS  coaft 
of  Newfoundland.  In  fupport  thereof  they  alledged  that 
the  Englifh  chart  mifnamed  thofe  places,  and  that  the 
names  therein  had  been  t ran fpofed  for  thepurpofe  of  cur- 
tailing their  bounds.  Their  amballador  produced  a 
French  chart  fent  to  him,  in  which  thofe  places  were 
named  agreeable  to  the  claim  they  contended  for.  But 
this  commodore  Pallifer  foon  confuted,  by  Shewing,  that 
ali  the  Englilh  charts  were  extant  before  Point  Rich  was 
made  a  boundary  point.  He  happened  to  have  in  his 
pofteflion  a  French  chart,  being  an  impreffion  from  the 
Same  plate  as  that  which  the  French  atnbauador  produced. 
Point  itich  and  Cape  Ray  were  there  placed  the  fame  as 
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in  the  EngUib  charts.  He  clearly  fixed  the  fraud  of  alter* 
tfig  the  plate  and  tranfpofing  thofe  names  with  the  French, 
government,  for  the  purpofe  of  Aipporting  the  encroach- 
ments. Of  this  tranfa£Hon  the  French  ambafladoi  him- 
felf  feemed  to  be  afbamed. 

Jn  1770  commodore  Pallifer  was  appointed  comptroller 
of  the  navy,  and  elefted  an  elder  brother  of  the  Trinity 
Houfe.  In  1773  he  was  created  a  baronet;  in  1774. 
chofen  reprefentative  in  parliament  foi  Scarborough  ;  in 
1775  promoted  to  be  a  flag-officer;  and,  as  at  thai  time 
it  was  a  rule  that  a  comptroller  of  the  navy  would  not  hold 
his  feat  at  the  board  with  his  flag,  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  as  fucceflbr  to  the  earl  of 
Briftol.  In  the  fame  year  his  great  friend,  fir  Charles 
Saunders,  died,  leaving  him  a  legacy  of  5000 1.  and  fir 
Hugh  PaUifer  fucceeded  him  as  lieutenant-general  of 
marines.  On  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  .the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of , the  blue. 

Towards  the  end  of  1777,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
1778,  the  warlike  preparations  made  by  the  French  aw- 
jiifefted  their  intentions  to  fupport  the  revolted  EngtUb, 
colonies  again-ft  the  mother  country.  The  America* 
war  at  this  time  was  very  unpopular,  and  all  poffible 
means  were  made  ufe  of,  according  to  a  well-known 
phrafe,  both  within  and  without  doors,  to  retard  the  ope- 
rations of  government.  There  were  notwithstanding 
many  well-intentioned  perfooe  of  rank  in  the  oppofition, 
who,  tb«ugh  they  djfappr.ov.ed  the  American  war,  could 
not  lilently  behold  the  armaments  of  a  natural  enemy  go- 
ing forward  ;  they  therefore  gave  early  intimation  of  the 
■  danger :  of  this  number  was  admiral  KeppeJ,  who  at  that 
time  redded  on  the  Continent,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
coi refponding  with  fir  Hugh  Pallifcr.  When  the  oppos- 
ing fleet  of  England  was  preparing,  the  latter  laboured 
much,  and  at  length  fucceeded  in  bringing  about  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  former  to  the  chief  command,  being 
himfelf  {elected  to  ferve  under  him  in  the  third  (lationi 
with  this  admiral  Keppel  exprefied  himfelf  well  pleafod, 
and  informed  fir  Hugh,  by  letter,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
very  few  he  could  depend  on.  The  indecifive  afitton 
svhjch  took  place  with  the  enemy  on  the  27th  of  July 
following,  is  not  only  too  well  known  to  be  now  de- 
fcribed, 
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fcribed,  but  has  been  already  fufficiently  enlarged  on  in- 
cur account  of  the  commander-in-chief.  The  fubfequent 
difagreement  between  thofe  officers  feemed  converted  into 
mifchievous  confcquences,  as  we  have  already  very  forci- 
bly remarked,  by  the  rancour  of  party  and  the  wickednefs 
of  interefted  perfons.  Dotibtlefs  both  the  admirals  were 
unitedly  zealous  in  doing  their  duty  to  the  utmolt  againft 
the  infidions  defigns  of  France,  the  ambitious  and  heredi- 
tary enemy  of  their  country ;  but  as  the  event  of  the  27th 
of  July,  was  unfatisfactory  10  the  nation  in  general,  the  op- 
position took  advantage  of  the  di  (contents  to  inflame  the 
country  againft  the  miniftry,  firft  by  fuggeiiing  that  ad- 
miral Keppel  had  orders  not  to  act  with  vigour  againft 
the  enemy;  and,  when  the  fa' fit  y  of  that  allertion  was 
ex  poled,  by  attributing,  as  a  fecond  charge,  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  fleet  to  the  difference  between  admiral  Keppel  and 
fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  political  principles  on  the  American 
•war,  they  coloured  the  afperiion  by  referring  to  the  fitua- 
tionof  the  latter  as  an  active  lord  of  the  admiralty;  they  of 
courfe  reprefented  him  as  the  fupporter  of  the  exifting 
adminift ration,  and  by  implication  fubfervient  to  certain 
pretended  .views  of  debafing  their  friend  the  Commander- 
in-chief.  Thus  the  whole  weight  of  popular  oppofition 
was  employed  to  transfer  the  caufeof  di  ("appointment  to 
the  junior  officer :  this  was  done  while  both  parties  wer» 
again  ahfent  at  fea,  and  apparently  on  the  fame  confidential 
and  friendly  footing  as  before. 

The  fleet  returned  to  Spitheadouthe  26th  of  October, 
and  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  finding  that  many  envious  insinua- 
tions and  grofs  falfehoods  had  made  ftrong  impreflions  to 
his  prejudice,  he  traced  and  discovered  them,  as  he  fup- 
pofed,  indHftrioufly  circulated  from  dangerous  quarters, 
on  which  he  demanded,  but  could  not  obtain  what  he  de- 
manded, a  fair  difcuflion.  Sir  Hugh  then  took  fnch 
decifive  fteps  as  brought  on  him  the  dlfagreeable  but  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  calling  for  courts- martial  on  admiral 
Keppel  and  himfelf,  that  each  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  vindicating  his  own  conduct,  and  the  nation  be  fatif- 
fied  where  the  blame  lay.  The  trials  accordingly  com- 
menced :  that  of  Mr.  Keppel  ended  in  the  manner  well- 
remembered  and  already  Hated :  and,  in  conclufion.  fit 
Hugh  Pallifer  was  acquitted,  and  the  fentence  declare^ 

that 
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inat  his  behaviour,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  Juiy,  was 
iigUj  meritorious  ami  exemplary,  than  which  nothing  could 
be  more  honourable  *• 

During 


•  As  we  have  already  given  the  material  SubHance  of  the  defence 
made  by  Mr,  Keppel,  wc  (ball,  in  equity  and  jufticeto  fir  Hugh,  fub- 
join  the  following  extract,  from  a  Ijiceeh  delivered  by  him  in  tile 
houSe  of  commons,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1780,  in  which  be  pub- 
licly tffigni  the  rcafons  which  actuated  his  conduct,  both  immediately 
after  the  aftion,  while  the  two  fleets  were  in  fight  of  each  other,  at 
well  as  the  meaSures  taken  by  htm  on  thore,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  court-martial. 

"  The  event  of  my  trial  confirmed  me  in  the  expectation  with 
which  I  had  before  confoled  myfelf.  My  judges  proved  fuperior  tt> 
the  influence  of  party  and  the  dread  of  unmerited  unpopularity, 
discharged  their  office  with  a  determined  impartiality,  and  the 
refult  was  a  Sentence,  which  1  lhall  ever  think  moll  honourable 
to  me.  In  the  introductory  part  of  it  my  judges  declared,  that 
my  conduct  and  behaviour  were,  in  many  refpefls,  highly  exemplary 
and  meritorious.  Though  too  the  court  had  Scrutinized  into  every 
part  of  my  conduct  with  an  almoft  unexampled  ftriflncfj,  the  only 
omiflion  which  could  be  fuegefted  was,  that  I  did  not  inform  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  diiablcd  Hate  of  the  Formidable:  but  to 
far  was  the  court  from  imputing  this  to  a  blameable  eaufe,  or  from 
attributing  the  leafl  ill  eonfequence  to  it,  that  they  dated  it  in  dubiout 
■nd  reluctant  terms,  limply  Minting  it  out  as  a  matter  of  opinion  ; 
aud  having  fo  done,  they  concluded  with  an  abSolute  acquittal.  Indeed, 
had  I  conceived  that  there  was  a  probability  of  imputing  fuch  an 
omiflion  to  me,  I  (honld  have  been  more  full  in  my  explanation  on 
this  bead.  1  did  take  notice  that  (he  signal  of  diflrefs,  in  the  fighiing 
ioftruetiouf,  was  not  applicable,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  For- 
midable was  fo  apparent,  as  to  make  any  information  from  tnc  unne- 
ccflary.  I  alto  notcied  that  I  had  no  frigate  by  which  I  could  fend 
information  ;  the  Mitford,  which  was  the  only  frigate  in  my  diviuon, 
having  been  taken  from  me,  by  Mr.  Keppel,  early  in  the  afternoon. 
But  I  might  have  advanced  feveral  Heps  further  to  obviate  the  idea  of 
omiflion.  Till  the  Fox  reached  me  between  feven  and  eight  at  night, 
Mr.  Keppel's.own  conduct  did  not  leave  me  the  lead  room  to  fuppoSe 
him  ignorant  of  the  Formidable*!  inability  to  reach  the  length  of  my 
flation  in  the  line,  for  he  not  only  did  not  make  any  enforcing  fignal 
to  fignify  his  expectation  of  feeing  tny  divifion  in  the  line,  tilt  thir- 
teen minutes  after  fix,  when  the  fignal  for  coming  into  bit  wake  was 
hoifted  a  Second  time;  but  alfo,  on  putting  out  the  pendants  of  feveral 
(hips  of  my  divifion  at  half  an  hour  after  fix,  he  did  not  think' fit  to 
lo  nuke  my  pendant  one  of  the  number  j  whence  I  concluded  that  he 
knew  my  condition,  and  therefore  did  not  expect  me.  In  refpect  to 
afterwards  fending  information  by  the  Fox,  if  I  had  thought  it  necef- 
fary  I  had  not  the  opportunity,  the  Fox  having  Separated  from 
nc  before  I  could  finifh  what  I  had  begun  to  fay  to  bcr  captain. 
What  other  meant  I  could  have  deviftd  to  fend  an  explanation  to  Mr. 
Keppel, 
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During  thefe  commotions,  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  having 
,  nTigned  the  lieuienant-geoeralfhip  of  marines,  and  hi* 

feat 

JCeppel,  tine  «*eagh  lo  anfwer  any  purpofe,  I  im  itiil  to  learn :  bnt 
all  thii  ii  not  of  importance  10  me  ;  the  larmi  in  which  the  oaitEon  it 
filled,  with  the  acquittal  which  folio  wi,  Sufficiently  p rote£l  my  charac- 
ter, being  repugnant  to  the  moll  remote  idel  of  criminal  imputation. 

"  Since  my  trill  I  hive  patiently  waited  for  the  fubfiding  of  tbe 
public  prejudice!,  and,  fo  far  at  regards  my  exculpation  from  the 
chirgei  tor  mycondu&onihe  day  ofengagement,!  have  reafon  tobeticve. 


that  the  proceeding!  on  my  own  trial  have  opened  the  cyct  of  many, 
-  rha,  before  they  knew  what  wai  my  deFence,  had  been  feduced  into 
a  injurtoui  opinion  of  me ;  and,  I  trull,  that  the  mere  tborongMy 


Kave 


the  grounda  on  which  my  judges  afted  are  examined  and  underlined, 
the  more  convincing  the  proof]  of  my  innocence  will  appear. 

But  Hill  fume  unfavourable  rmpreffioni  continue   to  operate 
d  account  of  my  accufition  of  Mr.  Keppel,  and  for  thia 
_  ...         _      blamed  even  by  fome  perfont  of  great  rclpeft,  who  were 
far  from  being  indifpofed  to  form  an  impartial  judgment  if  ibey  wefe 
furnifhed  with  the  neceffary  materiali. 

"  In  thia  part  of  the  cafe  my  ill  fortune  eiirafe*  roc  to  the  moB 
tffing  di  fid  vantages.     On  the  one  hand  there  Jl  •  <c«M»c« 


urged  and  driven  to  become  an  aocufer,  «od  the  groundi  on  which  I 
could  have  fuftained  my  charge*,  ate  Dot  only  ill  underftood,  but,  is 
troth,  have  never  yet  been  explained  by  my'Jelf.  The  proper  tmaa 
for  difcaffing  thii  matter  wa*  when  Mr.  Keppel  m  on  hii  truL  but 
then  the  opportunity  wis  denied  inc.  The  trial  being  cloflPkd  a 
judgment  of  acquittal  irrevocably  pronounced,  it  atighk+rjflnTBvidiooi 
and  unbecoming  on  my  part  to  publilh  to  the  world  what  I  flioald 
nave  offered  in  fuppcrt  of  my  charget :  fuch  a  meifurc  I  have  there- 
fore declined  hitherto,  nor  will  I  be  ever  induced  to  adopt  it  by  any 
thing  left  than  it*  being  authoritatively  called  for,  or  the  roofi  appa- 
rent iropofiiUlity  of  other  wife  refilling  the  attempts  to  coanpieat  my 
ruin:' but  then  the  difficulty  it  how  to  avoid  fuch  an  extremity 
without  fumndering  myfelf  a  quiet  victim  to  the  perfecutiog 
fpirit  of  my  eocmiet.  The  leaden  of  them  have  continually 
been  loading  my  name  with  reproachei,  and  though  fome  of 
ahem  on  many  account!  have  a  title  to  much  refpeS,  yet  even  theft 
fo  far  forget  all  man  line  ft  of  character,  »j  io  (flail  me  with  thejtioflem* 
tittered  eloquence  in  thii  houTe,  when  it  was  known  that  I  could  not 
be  prcfent  to  defend  myfelf;  now  too  that  I  am  prcfent  tbey  know 
the  advantage  they  derive  from  my  being  unendowed  with  qualifies  tivnt 
for  a  popular  aflembiy,  and  thence  they  arc  encouraged  to  reccBHnenco 
their  attacks,  though  finely  tbey  cannot  imagine  that  I  Dial!  fit  Bait 
without  at  lead  endeavouring  10  give  a  check  to  any  afperfion  aimed 
at  me  perioral  ly  :  under  thefe  ci  re  urn  (lancet,  fhould  I  continue  tequi. 
tfaag  in  thefe  public  attack*  of  my  chara&er  without  any  attempt  to 

repel 


3,gr  zed  by  G00gle 


NAVAL  OfTICEIiSOP'GKErVT  JtSTTA-lS.  4^. 

feat  in  parliament,  to  accommodate  a  timid  miniftry-wW 

llood  in  awe  pf  a  powerful  oppoiition,  his  majcily,  on  his 

honour- 

tepel  them,  mote efpccillly  at  [fail  time  when  I  am  threatened  with- 
pew  efforts  to  keep  me  out  of  the  fervice  of  my  country,  I  flwuldi 
eQablifh  the  credit  of  the  mi freprcfen rations  by  which  I  deem  myfolf: 
fo  highly  injured  ;  fome  explanation  on  ray  part  It,  therefore-,  imme- 
diately requilite,  to  difappoim  my  enemies  of  the  final  accompli  foment! 
of  their  delignt. 

"  It  ii  not,  however,  my  intention  to  revive  the  conlidtration  of. 
the  paA  ttan factions  relative  to  admiral  Keppel  and  rayfclf,  further 
than  he  and  hii  friend)  (hall  compel  me  by  their  hofiilitiei.  I  am 
well  convinced  not  only  that  very  ill  confequenccs  have  already  ari  fen 
to  the  public  fervid  from  the  cotucft  between  that  gentleman  and 
me,  but  that  new  mifchiefs  will  be  generated  if  the  fubjeft  ii  refumed  j. 
tinder  this  imprellion  1  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  great  facri- 
fieea  of  my  own  private  feelings,  rather  than  adminifler  the  IcaS  pre- 
tence for  any  further  difcuffion  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  ho* 
nourable  admiral  and  I  rerpeeiively  complain  :  therefore  on  the  pre- 
ftnt  occsfion  I  lliall  avoid  fpeaking  to  many  points  in  which  ray  cba*.  - 
rafter  is  intercfted,  and  I  mall  keep  within  much:  narrower  limit* 
than  I  fiiould  prefcrik*  tomyfelf,  if  I  aimed  at  the  full  defence  of  my. 
conduct  towards  the  honourable  admiral  who  is  oppofed  10  me. 

"  The  friends  of  tbe  honourable  admiral,  in  their  invecli  vei  tgainft 
me,  feem  t*  place  their  chief  reliance  on  the  fen  tepee  pronounced 
by  his  court-martial,  I  mean  that  part  of  the  fentencei  which,  declare* 
ray. charges  malicious  and  ill  founded.  This  is  the  bitter  fpring  froros 
which  my  enemies  draw  poifon  to  impregnate  theiu  .licentious  decU-K 

"  If  the  admiral')  friends  were  content  with  appealing  to  this  fen- 
tance  as  a  teflimony  oE  hit  innocence,  I,  on  my  part,  for  the  fake  of. 
public  tranquillity,  would  forbear  all  complaint  and:  objections :  but 
when  the"  admiral  or  his  friend),  aiming  at  a  fartbflnpcrfecution.of 
me,  apply  that  fenlcnce  lo  fix  upon  me  the  {liema  of  being  a  falfc: 
and  malicious  accufer,  I  cannot  acquicfee:  the  injury  is  too  grofs  to 
be  patiently  fubmitted  to ;  at  fuch  1  feel  and  will  refill  it. 

"  It  has  been  urged  agtiaft  me  that  I  wa*  too  late  in  my  ace u (at ion, 
and  that,  if  1  bad  thought  the  honourable  admiral  guilty  of  mifcon- 
dufi,  I  ought  to  have  avowed  my  femiraenli,  immediately  and  without 
waiting  till  he  accufed  me.  I  anfwer  thus:  from  the  beginning  the 
conduit  of  the  admiral  was  not  adequate  to  my  cipettatiaos  1 1  thought 
that  the  engagement  of  the  117th  July  was  injudicioufly  conducted  t 
that  tbe  manner  of  carrying  us  into  action  was  drfordcrly  ;  that  there 
waa  too  much  neglect  of  manoeuvres,  loo  much  runtern.pt  of  tbe 
enemy,  too  niach  confidence  at  fir  ft,  and  too  much  awe  of  the  enemy, 
too  much  diftance  from  them,  too  much  diffidence  of  ourfelvei  after* 
wird*.  But  my  friendfliip  and  efl?eni  for  the  admiral,  his  previoua 
fervicel  to  nil  country,  hi*  high  name  in  the  world,  the fe  moved  me 
to  a  favourable  corifimilion i  and  thus  influenced,!  imputed  the  mi f, 
carriage 
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honourable  acquittal,  was  gracioufly  plealed  Coon  afW- 
wanls  to  appoint  him  governor  of  Grecnwich-hofpital,  ort 

carriage  of  the  day  (o  error  of  judgment,  to  ill  health,  to  il!  advice,  to 
ill  fortune,  to  every  thing  devoid  of  that  evident  and  pofitlve  crimina- 
lity which  might  force  me  to  undertake  the  painful  office  of  accufing 
one  whom  I  then  deemed  my  friend.     As  there  was  not  room  for 

fe  1  did  not  beiluw  it ;  and  ai  I  then  conceived  that  the  admiral*! 

irts  might  not  be  wilful,  I  both  avoided  public  accufation  and 
molt  rigidly  abftained  from  fecret  detraction  :  but  new  light*  and  new 
occurrences  prefenled  to  my  mind  a  very  different  view  of  the  admi- 
ral's conduct.  When  the  difcontenu  encreafed  through  the  nation 
in  confequence  of  the  reflection  that  a  fuperior  fleet  of  England  had 
for  a  rime  declined  continuing  to  engage  an  inferior  one  of  France, 
and  permitted  it  to  return  into  port,  in  tlic  middle  of  fummer,  un- 
puifued,  the  officer*)  relation!,  friends,  and  dependants  of  the  ho- 
nourable admiral,  thought  fit  to  account  For  this  new  phenomenon 
at  the  expence  of  my  reputation,  and,  for  that  purpofe,  forne  of  then 
publifhed  to  the  world,  that  my  defaults  had  prevented  a  fecond 
engagement.     Being  thus  injuriouflv  attacked,  I  both  perfonaily  indt 

S'  letter  folicited  the  honourable  admiral  to  give  a  check  to  fuch 
pcrftons ;  but  he  refufed  to  do  tbii  juflice  to  my  chancier :  and  on 
convcrfing  with  him  and  his  firil  captain,  I  found  that  they  not  only 
countenanced  the  {landers  againft  me,  but  added  to  their  number  by 
refuting  to  acknowledge,  either  that  on  coming  out  of  the  aftkm  I 
iuRantly  wore  to  return  to  the  enemy,  or  that  they  had  even  once 
feen  me  on  the  proper  tack  for  that  purpofe.  This  explanation  from 
the  honourable  admiral  and  hii  firft  captain  excited  both  aitoDttbrnent 
and  fufpicion  ;  I  was  amazed  at  their  denial  of  fucb  uncontrovertible 
fafti,  and  at  the  admirals  adopting  a  language  fo  inconGfteni  with  the 
high  commendation  of  me  in  his  public  letter;  and  I  then  faw  thai 
there  was  a  plot  concerted  to  deitroy  my  character  without  a  trial,  and 
fo  to  make  me  chargeable  for  the  admiral's  failures.  My  feeling!  ora 
the  occasion  were  the  flronger  beeaufc  1  was  coufcious  that  the  chief 
pari  of  the  battle  had  fallen  to  the  [bare  of  me  and  my  divilion  ;  that 
I  had  fet  an  example  of  forward  oefs  to  purfue  our  blow,  by  inAantl* 
returning  upon  the  enemy,  and  continuing. to  ftand  towards  them 
again  ;  that  though  the  lall  out  of  the  engagement,  I  was  advancing  to- 
be  the  firft  in  the  renewal  of  it ;  and  that  I  (hould  have  had  thatW. 
jiour  if  the  admiral  had  not  declined  renewing  the  action  and  taken  hi1 
Beet  in  a  direction  from  the  enemy,  Under  ihefecircumftances  it  was 
natural  that  I  mould  fcrutinize  the  admiral's  conduct  more  rigidly,  and 
Bo  longer  fee  it  with  the  partial  eyes  of  a  friend  $  and  on  fuch  a  view 
of  the  unhappy  mifcarriage,  I  at  length  imputed  to  real  negleft  what 
J  before  had  afcribed  to  ciufci  which  might  be  pardoned^  more  efpe- 
cially  in  confide  ration  of  former  fervices,  and  fuch  as  at  firll  did  nol 
fcetn  tome  to  preclude  the  hopes  of  better  management  in  cafe  of 
again  meeting  the  enemy.  Indeed,  if  in  Mr.  Keppel's  place  there 
kid  been  a  man  in  differ  em  to  me,  one  of  whom  1  had  not  before 
formed 
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the  death  of  fir  Charles  Hardy.     He  was  again  chofen 

representative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hunting- 
don ;  but  at  the  enfuing  general  election,  his  old  con- 
nexions and  friends  having  coalefced  with  the  oppofition, 
his  and  their  dwn  enemies,  he  declined  appearing  any 
longer  in  fo  public  a  character,  and  retreated  to  the  com- 
forts of  retirement  with  the  mod  valuable  bleflings  that 
heaven  can  beftow  in  this  life,  contentment,  peace,  and 
purity  of  mind. 

'  He  died  admiral  of  the  white,  governor  of  Scarborough- 
caflle,  one  of  the  elder  brethren  of  the  Trimty-houfe,  and 
governor  of  Greenwich -hofpital,  at  his  country  feat,,  the 
Vache,  in  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1796,  aged  feventy-four,  in  confequence  of  a  diforder 
induced  6y  the  wounds  received  on  board  the  Sutherland, 
in  1747,  as  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative. 
The  title "defcends  to  his  great  nephew,  Hugh  Pallifer 
Walters,  efq.  and  he  left  confiderable  funis  for  charitable 
purpofes,  with  many  legacies ;  but  the  bulk  of  his  fortune, 
real  and  perfonal,  he  willed  to  his  natural  fon,  George 
Pallifer,  efq.  A  fuitable  monument  is  erected  to  his 
memory  in  the  pariJh  church  of  Chalfont  St,  Giles's,  in. 
the  county  of  Bucks,  where  his  remains  are  interred*.         , 


formed  a  very  fiigh  opinion,  it  is  probable  that  my  mind  wonld  have 
(haped  a  different  courfe  :  probably  my  fir  (I  judgement  of  the  mailer 
might  have  been  the  fame  harm  one  as  is  conveyed  by  the  charges 
MjinQ  ihe  admiral.  But  what  apology  can  he  make  for  the  latenefj 
of  his  accufation  ;  he  who  bad  the  charge  of  the  fleet  and  the  Com- 
mand-in-chief ;  be  in  Whom  the  nation  repofed  itt  confidence,  not 
ooly  for  the  discharge  of  his  own  duty,  but  10  fee  that  thole  under 


tletely  performed  what  they  owed  to  the  Irate  ?     What  apology 
e  make  for  fiift  praifing  me  by  a  public  letter,  and  in  equal  degree 
with  fir  Robert  Harland,   and  aFlerwards  acculing  me  for  the  fami 


affair?  Shall  he  be  at  liberty  10  retraft  his  applaufe  and  to  fubttiltL. 
accufation  for  it  P  Shall  he  he  allowed  to  fay  that  his  heart  dictated 
cenfure  whilft  hit  pen  wrote  praifc  •"  And  fhall  mere  lilence  reftrain 
me  from  accufatioa,  or  be  imputed  to  me  as  infiocerity  and  incon- 
Cftency  ? 

'*  As  to  the  Hate  of  the  proofs  on  the  two  trials  I  purpofely  avoid" 
all  companion,  becaufe  that  would  be  entering  into  the  merits  of 
them,  which  I  think  would  at  (his  time  be  improper." 

*  The  funeral,  in  obedience  to  his  own  rcquifition,  was  very  pri- 
vate: the  chief  mourners  were,  admiral  Bazely,  captain  Hartwell, 
George  Hartwell,  efq.  and  another  gentleman. 

An 
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An  anonymous  writer,  who  certainly  was  no  relanW 
or  interefted  perfoD,  from  his  having  much  miftateii  the* 
manner  in  which  he  received  his  fatal  hurt,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing character  of  him. 

"  As  a  profeflional  man,  he  was  found  fuperior  to  molt 
of  his  cotemporaries  in  maritime  fkill,  judicious  in  h)9  - 
difpofittons  and  deciflve  in  their  confequent  operations ;  in 
private  life,  conciliating  in  his  manners  and  unlhaken  in 
his  friendships ;  the  wife  and  falutary  laws  which  he  caufed 
te  be  ena&ed  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  and  the  com- 
fort and  happinefs  of  the  poor  fifhermen  in  Newfound- 
land, during  his  government  of  that  illanc),  are  proofs  of  3 
Tound  mind,  of  a  humane  and  benevolent  difpoittionv" 

To  this  character  we  have  briefly  to  add  from  our  felvcs, 
that  however  his  friends  may  wiih  he  had  in  fame  few 
points  ailed  differently  from  what  he  did,  his  moft  violent 
enemies  cannot  but  confefs  their  own  malignity,  in  having", 
endeavoured  to  attach,  as  crimes  to  him,  things  which 
never  exifted  even  in  his  thought,  and  in  having  repro- 
bated thofe  very  eirors  which  their  own  conduct  fatally 
gave  birth  to. 

It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  draw  a  concltitton  from  fads 
after  thev  have  taken  place ;  and  we  believe  no  moderate 
man  will,  at  the  prefent  day,  deny,  that  if  the  popular 
Voice  had  been  lets  clamorous,  neither  party  would  have 
proceeded  to  the  lengths  they  did ;  the  fervice  would  not 
nave  been  rent  into  contending  factions  and  parties,  and 
the  public  caufe  of  the  country  would  have  been  materially 
benefited.  No  one  can  diipute  on  the  one  hand  that  the 
vice-admiral  poileffed  a  warm  temper,  and  in  too  great 
a  degree  for  a  cautious  or  designing  man;  fo  on  the 
other  can  no  one  difbeliere  hiin  to  have  poffeffird  honour, 
judgement,  and  intrepidity. 

For  more  than  the  latt  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  of  his 
life  he  feldom  or  ever  lay  down  on  a  bed  from  the  con- 
ftant  pain  in  his  kg,  which  he  bore  with  the  moft  manly 
fortitude.  He  was  under  the  neceffily  of  compofing  him- 
felf  in  an  eafy  chair,  fleeping  at  intervals ;  and  when, 
awake  he  placed  the  wounded  limb  on  the  contrary  knee, 
in  whkhpofttion  he  employed  himfelf  in1  robbing  the 
bone  (for  it  was  literally  no  more)  to  aflitagS  the  pin  till 
fleep  again  infcnfi'Wy  overtook  him. 

PIGOT, 
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rlGOT,  Hugh,— was  the  brother  ofjlr  George,  ere* 
•ted  baron  Pigot,  of  Patfhull,  in  the  county  of  Dublin, 
.and,  in  1775,  appointed,  for  the  fecond  time,  go- 
vernor of  Madrafs,  where  he  was  treacheroufly  feized  by 
an  infamous  junto  of  people,  who  had  been  appointed  to  act 
tinder  him  in  a  fubordinate  (tat ion,  and  by  whom  he  was, 
not  long  afterwards,  molt  vilely  murdered.  Mr.  Pigot 
we  find  to  have  been  lieutenant  of  the  Romney,  a  fourth 
rate,  of  fifty  guns,  in  174.3;  and  advanced,  in  1745,  tp 
be  commander  of  a  firelhip.  He  was  afterwards, 
on  the  sad  of  April,  1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Centaur.  But  after  this  time  no  mention  is 
made  of  him  till  the  year  1755,  when  he  was  captain  of 
the  York,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fhips  put  into  coin- 
million  in  confcquence  of  the  then  juftly  •apprehended 
rupture  with  France.  He  continued  in  the  fame  {hip 
feveral  years,  and,  in  1758,  was  employed,  under  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Bofcawen,  on  the  fuccefsful  expedition 
againft  Louifburg,  Early  in  1760  he  was  promoted  to 
the  Royal  William,  of  eighty-four  guns,  a  fhip  employed, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  in  the  Channel:  but 
the  molt  material  notice  we  find  taken 'of  him  is,  his 
having,  in  the  month  of  May  1760,  chaced  into  the 
Groyne  the  Diadem,  a  French  third  rate,  carrying  feventy- 
four  guns,  which  was  bound  to  Martinico  with  fiores, 
and  fpecie  for  (he  payment  of  the  foldiery. 

After  (he  coticlulion  of  the  war  nothing  consequential 
is  faid  of  him  till  the  year  1769,  when  he  was  appointed 
colonel  of  the  fecond  or  portfmouth  divifion  of  marines ; 
a  (hort  time  before  which  he  had  been  chofenleprefentatiye 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Penryn.  In  I771  he 
was  appoinied  to  the  Triumph,  of  feventy-four  guns,  one 
of  the  Ihips  ordered  to  be  equipped  in  confeqtience  of  the 
■  difpute  with  the  court  of  Spain,  relative  to  the  Falkland 
i (lands.  Matters  being,  however,  amicably  accom- 
modated, thofe  which  were  not  retained  as  guard* 
fhips  were  put  out  of  commillion  and  difmantted  fopn 
afterwards.  Mr.  Pigot,  after  quitting  the  Triumph, 
held  no  fubfeqUent  commiffion  as  a  private  captain.  On 
the  31ft  of  March,  1 775,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral  of  the  white ;  as  he  was' moreover,  on  the  3d 
pf  February  in  the  year  eftfuing,  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
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the  blue:  on  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  to  the  fame 
rank  In  the  white  fquadron  ;  and,  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1779,  to  be  vce  of  the  red.  In  the  new  parliament, 
chofenat  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  he  was  returned  mem- 
ber for  Bridgcnorth.  During  all  this  time  he  never  ac- 
cepted of  any  command,  nor  did  he  afterwards,  till  the 
sera  of  that  extraordinary  civil  revolution  which  took  place 
in  the  year"  1782,  and  effected  the  downfall  of  the 
then  reigning  miniftry.  On  this  occafion  he  was,  on  the 
30th  of  March,  appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral ;  on  the  8th  of 
April  he  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  inverted  with  the  chief  command  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  as  fucceflbr  to  the  late  lord  Rodney. 

He  horfted  his  flag  on  board  the  Jupiter,  of  fifty 
guns,  that  fhip  being  ordered  to  carry  him  out  to  his 
command.  He  failed  from  Plymouth  towards  the  end 
of  May,  a  day  or  two  only  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  frigate  bringing  the  important  intelligence,  that 
the  count  de  Graffe  had  been  totally  defeated  on  the 
iath  of  April  preceding.  This  victory  reflected  fo  Hid- 
den and  dazzling  a  brilliancy  on  fir  George  Rodney, 
who,  before,  was  neither  m  favour  with  the  new 
miniftry,  nor  by  any  means  popular  as  a  commander,  that 
to  continue  him  on  the  fame  nation  was  thought  a  com- 
pliment due  to  him  as  an  officer,  tinder  whole  aufpices  fr> 
brilliant  a  tranfaction  had  taken  place.  An  exprefs  of 
recal  was  accordingly  difpatched  after  Mr.  Pigot,  but  too 
late;  he  had  failed  too  long  to  be  overtaken,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  fuffered  to  proceed,  modified,  as  it  is.faid, 
by  a  conciliating  apology  to  fir  George,  who,  at  the  fame 
time,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Pigot  proceeding  to  Jamaica,  took  upon 
him  the  command;  and,  having  hoifted  his  flag  on  board 
the  Formidable,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  proceeded,  as  was 
cuftomary  at  that  time,  to  America,  during  the  hurricane 
montheT 

The  mattered  fleet  of  France,  even  though  it  had  been  pof- 

fiblc  for  it  to  have  formed  a  junction  with  the  naval  force  in 

\  that  quarter  belonging  to  Spain,  which  was  of  confiderable 

ftrength,  not  chuling,  after  the  late  chaftifemem,  to  hazard 

a  fcc«nd  contefl:,  the  leafon  palled  over,  and,  indeed,  the 
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fhort  remainder  of  the  war  alfo,  without  any  remarkable 
occurrence  talcing  place,  or  any  enterprise  being  executed 
by  the  very  powerful  armament  under  his  orders.  When 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  as  may  be  remembered 
to  have  been  the  cafe  early  in  the  year  1783,  Mr.  Pigot, 
of  courfe,  returned  to  England,  and  never  took  upon  him 
any  farther  command.  He  continued  in  the  commifuon 
for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  no  longer  than 
the  30th  of  December,  1783,  and  then  quitted  it  on  a 
well-known  political  convuliion,  equally  violent  and  ex- 
tenfive  with  that  which  firft  introduced  him  to  it.  He 
retired  foon  afterwards  totally  from  public  life,  not  hav> 
ing  even  been  returned  to  the  new  parliament,  as  repre- 
fentative  either  for  Bridgenorth,  where  he  had  confider- 
able  influence,  or  any  other  place.  He  was,  however, 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  advanced,  as  his  right, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  fervice,  to  be  admiral  of  the 
white  fquadron,  and  died  at  Briltol,  having  attained  the 
juftly  earned  reputation  of  an  able  commander,  as  well  as  of 
anhoneft  and  gallant  man,  on  the  15th  of  December,  1792. 
PORTER,  Jervis  Henry, — entered  into  the  navy  about 
the  year  1732;  and,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war  with  Spain,  was  promoted  to  be  commander  of  the 
Speedwell  floop  of  war :  from  thence  he  was,  on  April  3, 
1746,  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Flamborough,  a 
twenty-gun  (hip.  In  1748  he  was  appointed  from  this 
veflel  to  the  Penfance,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four  guns;  in 
which  fhip  he  proceeded  to  Lou ifburg  with  a  fquadron, 
commanded  by  rear-admiral  Watfon,  and  returned  with 
him  to  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  year*.  In  the  year 
1755,  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Prince  Frederic  of 
feventy  guns.  He  was  afterwards  removed  into  the  Her- 
cules, of  feventy- four  guns,  in  which  (hip  he  had  the 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  a  French  (hip  of  war,  carrying 
feventy-four  guns,  called  the  Floriflantt.  The  fame  which 

had 


.     .         a  convoying 
the  homeward- bound  Baltic  trade  from  the  Sound. 

t  Of  toil  encounter  captain  Porter  gave  tba  following  account, 

■  which  we. have  been  induced  to  infert  at  ieogib  in  junScc  to  him,  and 

that  it  may  be  Otto,  though,  unfortunate  and  iinfacccitful.  he  behaved 

Iia  with 
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hid  fotne  tifiic  before  been  engaged  in  the  Well  Indie*, 
by  Captain  Tyrreli  in  the  Buckingham.     The  wounds  he 


-with  *  degree  of  gallantry  and  fpirii  highly  meriting  viQory  andci 

Sin  the  h 
the  wind  at 


luefl 

"  On  the  loth  infant,  at  eigbl  in  the  morning,  being  in  the  laii- 
toJk  of  about  46  degree*  40  minutes,  fleering  S.  E.  with  the  wind  at 
S.W.  we  fcw  a  bit  to  windward,  which  we  chafed  and  foon  after 


L lining  «pw  Ub  ADWi  uiwu  mc  liulc  uuiiEcu  d  uiur  adu  di  hu 
Wtn-tOp^JI a n t-ma II -head,  which  we  anlwerctl  by  an  ILnglifii  enlign 
at  the  mirrrtoirlp-oMfl  Head  (a  ftgnal  which  ii  fomeiimn  made  between 
two  French  (hip*  of  war  upon  rneetinjr,  after  pitting  company).  Six 
Beared  ui  very  raft,  and  we  plainly  difcovercd  her  to  be  a  large  Ihip 
.of  war.  At  (wo  in  the  afternoon,  a  Dutch  galliot  pilling  near  Ulj 
we  hoiftcd  a  French  jack  at  our  enlign  ftaff',  and  fired  a  gun  to  Ice- 
wan).  At  half  pjft  five,  being  'about  one  mile  to  windward  of  ui, 
and  abaft  our  beam,  coning  down  si  before,  feerhingly  with  an  in- 
tention of  coming  to  aSion,  at  her  gum  Were  run  out  below,  the 
hauled  her  jack  down  and  hoifled  her  enlign  and  pendant.  We 
Jbortened  fail,  hauled  down  the  French  jack,  hoifled  our  colours, 
hauled  our  porta  up  (which  were  until  this  time  down)  and  run  our 
weather  gum  out)  upon  which  fbe  immediately  hauled  her  wind 
and  fet  her  main-fail  and  day-fails.  We  then  di  Teetered  her  to  be  • 
f even  ty-four-gun  (hip,  having  fourteen  porti  below.  We  made  fail  and 
ftretched  ahead  of  her  and  tacked,  palling  her  to  leeward.  At  61 
racked  again  and  flood  after  he' :  found  {he  kept  away  large.  Wa 
bore  after  her  keeping  her  a  little  upon  the  lee-bow  10  prevent  her 
choice  of  engaging  at  a  diflanee.  About  three  quarters  after  nine, 
being  pretty  near  up  with  her,  though  not  near  enough  to  engage. 
Die  put  her  helm  bard  a  {larboard  and  gave  ni  her  larboard  broadfide, 
and  then  keeping  on  ai  before  gave  us  her  (larboard  broadEde.  We 
then  immediately  flarboarded  our  helm  ran  right  down  upon  her 
whilft  (he  wai  loading  her  guns,  and  getting  clofe  to  her  ported  our 
helm  and  began  to  etinge,  ai  the  gunt  bore  upon  her.  At  half  paS 
teo  We  were  To  unlucky  as  to  have  our  main- top-mall  Diot  away,  which 
&e  took  the  advantage  of,  and  made  all  the  fail  (he  could  from  ut) 
We  did  the  fame  after  her,  and  continued  to  chace  until  eight  the  neat 
morning,  when  we  faw  the  north  end  of  Olerem  about  five  league* 
diilance.  The  chafe  was  about  four  or  five  miles  frorft  us:  finding 
it  impoffible  to  come  up  with  her  in  fo  fhort  *  run,  and  fearing  to 
engage  ourfelvei  with  a  lee-lbore,  having  our  Fore-yard  (hot  through 
in  two  placet,  our  fore- top-fail-yard  to  badly  wounded  tbat  when  we 
came  afterward)  to  reef  the  fail  it  broke,  and  all  our  fails  and  rig' 

id  two    .    .. 

wounded  in  the  head  by  a  grape  (hot,  and  hav- 

y   ■■•--"■-  

the  pealed  fpirii*  ai 

received 
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received  in  the  encounter,  as  Hated  beneath,  compelled  faun 
to  refign  his  command  on  corajng  into  port*,  but  he  re* 
fumed  it  again  on  his  recovery,  and  afterwards  ferved, under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  Jir  C.  Saunders,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. We  have  no  farther  account  of  him, 
except  that  he  died  on  the  31ft  of  March,  1763' 

PKOBY,  Chariest.  — This  gentleman,  who  is  (UU 
living,  is  the  fourth  fun  of  John  Proby,  efq.  fometime 
reprefentative  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon;  and  after- 
wards, in  two  fuccelGvc  parliaments,  for  the  borough  of 
Stamford.  His  mother,  who  died  June  the  10th,  1726, 
was  Jane  Levifoq,  daughter  to  John,  firft  lord  Gowcr, 
Having  betaken  himfeif  to  a  naval  life,  and  lerved  with 
the  greateft  credit  to  himfeif  in  the  different  fubordinate 
flat  ions,  he  was,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1746,  pro-, 
■noted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lyme.  In  the  month  of 
Auguft  1756,  immediately  alter  the  recommencement  of 
hostilities  with  France,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Syren 
frigate,  and  before  the  end  of  the  fame  year  was  promoted 
to  the  Medway,  of  fixty  guns.  Soon  after  this  appoint- 
ment a  complaint  was  preferred  againft  him,  by  feme  of 
the  people  under  hta  command,  of  having  excrcifed  u«t 
doe  fever  jty  towards  them ;  a  charge  which,  after  proper 

"In  1 758  lie  commanded  the  Magrrani»e,  ■.third  rate,  of  fewemy- 
fonr  pint,  in  ibe  Chain*  1  Beet,  under  lb*  order*  of  ford  Anion, 
commodore  Howe  brainy  icmowd  from  that  Crip  into  the  Efibr,  for 
ihc  pnrpofe  of  commanding  (be  mious  df  fuliory  cwdilioni  which 
then  look  place  agjinf!  the  «afl  of  Entice.  H^Rpdllup  refumedbia 
command  on  bit  return. 

+  The  family  of  Proby  time  original}?  frcrn  Wak*,  and:  were  there 
dMtd  Ap  Prohyu;  DM  they  b»»C  afcflifiurd  Focunitn  in  ibe 
county  of  Huntingdon.  KandcJph  Proby,  of  the  city  of  Cbefler,  fet- 
tled ai  {Iranpton  in  that  cowry  at  the  b«ct  end  of  the  fifteenth 

Century :  *Dfl  by  hi»  wife,  lie  rhnehicr  of Bernard,  had  two 

(mm,  Ralph  Proby,  of  Brampton,  tf^.  who TO  rWing  at  aim  the  year 
1580,  and  died  in  1605  without  ifoe;  and  6r  Peicr  Proby.  knight, 
who  lucceeded  hii  brother,  at  Brampton;  wad  ai  Ehon  in  the  bate 
county.  He  fcrved  the  bt^h  o&V*  of  lord  '•■yof  of  ibe  city  of  Len- 
dao  in  i6sb:  in  1618  he  m  flyled  of  Ram,  in  tbe  county  of 
Bocks;  and  died  in  1604,  leiring^  by  Elutabeib,  daughter  of  John 
Tborwwugood,  of  Chimj,  in  Ertex,  efq.  and  relict  of  Edward  H*n- 
foa,  of  London,  gent,  fire  fons  and  one  daughter.  C  bar  lei,  1  he  third 
ton  of  fir  Paler,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  captain  Proby  and  of 
\hc  lord  Carytfbrt, 

\  i  3  inveili- 
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investigation,  was-found  utterly  void  of  foundation.  In 
1757  he  was  one  of  the  commanders  employed,  under  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  on  the  fuccefslefs  expedition  againlr. 
Rochfeit*. 

.  In  1760  he  was  appointed  to  the  Thunderer,  of  feventy- 
four  guns,  and,  not  long  afterwards,  ordered  out  to 
the-  Mediterranean  and  Gibraltar.  In  the  month  of 
June,  1761,  he  was  fern,  by  fir  Charles  Saunders,  the 
admiral-in-chief  on  that  ftation,  to  cruife  off  Cadiz  with 
a  fmall  force  of  which  ha  was  fenior  or  commanding  officer, 
conftftingoftheThunderer,hisown  (hip;  the  Modefte,  of 
64  guns,  the  Thetis  frigate,  and  Favourite  Hoop.  The 
object  of  this  little  expedition  was  the  interception  of  two 
French  (hips  of  war,  the  Achilles,  of  fixty-four  guns,  and 
the  Button  frigate,  of  thirty-two. 

On  rcconnoitering  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  on  the  14th 
of  July,  captain  Proby  found  the  enemy  had  f<>  far  efcaped 
his  vigilance  as  to  have  got  out  to  fea.  He  immedi- 
ately purfued,  and  with  fitch  fuccefs  that  on  the  16th  he 
difcovered  them.  He  came  up  fingly  with  the  Achilles 
about  one  in  the  morning  on  the  17th,  and  captured  her 
after  a  very  fevere  though  lliort  action  of  half  an  hour's 
continuance.  The  enemy  made  a  mod  gallant  defence, 
fo  that  .the  Thunderer  received  very  confiderable  damage 
in  her  mails  and  rigging,  befides  having  feventeen  men 
killed  in  the  action,  and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  wound- 
ed, feveral  of  them  fotfefperately  that  nearly  twenty  died. 
Captain  Proby  himfelf  (though  fortunately  in  a  flight  de- 
gree only,  in  the  right  arm)  together  with  his  fecond  and 
third  lieutenants,  were  among  the  wounded.  He  conti- 
nued in  the  Mediterranean  and  in  the  fame  command 
during  nearly  the' whole  of  the  war.  In  1766  he  com- 
manded the  Yarmouth,  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the 
guard  (hips  national  at  Chatham.  Soon  after  quitting 
which,  he  was,  in  1769,  appointed  commodore  and  com- 
mander-in-chief in  the  Mediterranean,  as  fucceflbr  to 
commodore  Spry.     During  a  confiderable  part  of  the 

.  •  "  In  (heir  paiTage  capuin  Proby  (poke  with  a  Dutchman,  from 
Nanu  to  Dort,  who  told  him  thai  the  French  cxpctled  to  be  attacked 
M  Rochciic,  or  St.  Martin's,  by  the  Englilh ;  and  that  an  embargo 
Wit  laid  on  all  the  (hipping  in  Franct."— En  tick. 
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lime  he  was  abfent  on  this  fervice  he  had  his  brood  pendant 
on  board  the  Pembroke,  of  fixty  guns;  and,  in  1770, 
received  a  reinforcement  of  feveral  (hips,  in  confequetice; 
of  a  fud  Jen  equipment  which  Was  faid  to  have  taken  place, 
on  the  part  of  France,  at  Toulon,  which  confequently. 
raifed  no  inconfiderable  grounds  of  jealoiify :  but  this' 
cloud  palling  away  without  creating  any  tempeft,  Mr. ' 
Proby  returned  not  long  afterwards  to  England' 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  month  of 
June  1771,  he  was  appointed  comptroller  of  the  victual- 
ling accounts,  an  office  which  he  rcfigned  before  the  con- 
clusion of  the  year,  on  being  made  commillioner  of  the, 
navy  refident  at  Chatham*-  This  office  he  has  ever  firtce; 
continued  to  fill  with  the  higheft  reputation  for  diligence, 
activity  and  integrity  t. 

REYNOLDS,  John,— was,  on  the  30th  of  Oaober, 
1740,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Arundel.  We  be- 
lieve him  to  have  been  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to. 
Georgia,  where  he  continued  many  years.  He  is  faid  in 
fome  accounts,  particularly  by  Beatfon,  to  have  been 
appointed  governor  of  that  colony  as  early  as  the  year 
1745,  but  we  du  not  find  any  actual  commiiDon  for 
that  purpofe  to  have  been  ligned  till  the  year  1753  or  4, 
in  one  of  which  it  is  moll  probable  his  actual  inveftment 
with  that  office  took  place.  Previous  to  the  latter  time* 
we  conceive  he  was  only  commander  of  the  fin  a  1 1  naval 
force  kept  on  that  ftation  for  its  protection,  acircumftance 
which,  very  pollibly,  caufed  the  tniftake.  He  retained 
the  government  til!  the  year  1758,  when  he  returned  to 
England;  but  we  do  not  find  htm  mentioned  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war  except  as  having  commanded  thai 
Firme,  of  fixty  guns,  on  the  Mediterranean  {ration. 
No  mention  is  made  of  him  after  this  time  till  tin 
year  1 769  or  70,  when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Bur- 
ford,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the  guardlhips  Rationed  at 
Plymouth.     Early  in  177 1  he  removed  into  the  Defence* 

*  In  the  entiling  yeir  be  had  the  misfortune  to  loft  a  fon,  who  un- 
fortunately (ell  into  the  hold  of  the  Viflory  then  lying  in  ordinary  at 
that  port. 

+  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of Pownaf],  efij.  by  when  be 

hat  had  iflne  two  fun«,  Charlei  and  Bap  rift  Levifon. 
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Of  feventy-four  guns,  a  flvip  put  into  commillion  at  th« 
fame  port  in  confequence  of  the  apprehended  rupturt  with 
Spain. 

This  appears  to  have  been  his  lad  command  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  private  captain.  On  the  31ft  of  March, 
1775,  he  Was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  as 
he  was,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be  rear-admira! 
of  the  white;  early  in  the  month  of  January  1778,  to' be 
rear  of  the  red ;  and,  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  to  be 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  On  the  26th  of  September, 
3780,  he  was  farther  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the 
white,  a  rank  from  which  he  experienced  no  farther  pro- 
motion till  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  when  he  was 
made  admiral  of  the  blur.  This  advancement  he  did  not 
long  furvive,  dying  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  year 
entiling. 

SAYER,  James, — was,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1745-6, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Richmond  frigate,  which  is. 
not  only  the  carlieft  information  we  have  been  able  to 
collect  concerning  him,  but  alfo  c'omprifes  the  whole  of 
our  intelligence  relative  to  his  fervices  during  the  current 
war.  We  have  no  account  of  the  ft  at  tons  or  mips  in 
which  he  was  employed  fubftquent  to  the  above  time, 
till  the  year  1758,  when  he  commanded  the  Na'ffau,  of 
feventy  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  on  the  expedition: 
againft  Goree,  under  the  orders  of  Mr..  Keppel.  Tho 
leading  particulars  of  this  attack  and  enterprise,  even 
thofe  in  which  Mr.  Sayer  bore  a  confpicuous  mare,  have 
been  already  related  at  Tome  length  in  our  account  of  the 
commander-in-chief*,  and  to  which  it  is  confequently, 
in  the  prefent  inltance,  necdlcfs  to  add. 

He  continued  in  the  Nalfau  during  the  remainder  of  the 
warj  but  is  not  otherwife  mentioned  than  as  having, 
in  1762,  been  attached  to  the  fquadron  (rationed  in 
the  Channel,  under  the  orders  of  fir  Edward  Hawke  and 
bis  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York.  We  have  no  ac- 
count of  his  having,  after  he  quitted  this  (hip  at  the  con- 
clufiorl  of  the  war,  held  any  fubfequent  commillion  or 
appointment,  during  the  time  he  continued  a  private  cap- 
tain.    On  the  18th  of  October,  1770,  he  was  advanced 

•  See  page  316  ctfe^. 
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to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  does  not  appear  to  haves 
been  inverted  with  any  command.  On  the  3  {ft  of  March, 
'775>  nc  was  promoted  t0  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red; 
and,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be  vice  of  the  blue: 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1777.  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of 
the  white,  which  was  the  higheft  rank  he  lived  to  obtain, 
dying,  in  England,  on  the  15th  of  October  following. 

SHULDHAM,  or  SHOULDHAM,  {as  it  is  fpeit 
by  Archdale)  Molincux,  Lord,  —  is  the  fecond  fori 
of  the  reverend  Samuel  Shuldham,  of  the  diocefe  of 
Olfory*,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  went  to  fea  at 
the  very  early  age  of  ten  years;  and  after  palling  through 
the  different  fubordinate  nations  was,  on  the  1 2th  of  May, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Sheernefs,  a  frigate 
at  that  time  employed  in  cruifing  off  the  coaft  of  Scotland. 
No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  fervice  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year  1754,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Seaford*  of  twenty  guns.  He  was  not  long  after- 
wards made  captain  of  the  Warwick,  of  fixty  guns,  and 
ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  on  the  nth  of  March, 
1756,  fometime  before  the  actual  declaration  of  war,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  three  French  fhips  of 
war,  the  Prudent]  of  feventy-four  guns ;  the  Atalante,  of 
thirty-four;  and  the  Zephyr,  of  thirty.  According  to  the 
French  accounts,  their  (hips  were  mi  (taken  for  merchant- 
men, and  captain  Shuldham  would  not  open  his  lower 
forts  till  a  broadfide  from  one  of  the  frigates  convinced 
im  of  his  miftake.  He  then  made  all  the  fail  he  could 
fet  in  the  hope  of  making  his  efcape,  but  in  vain ;  the 
enemy's  fhips  failing  and  working  much  better  than  the 
Warwick,  the  latter  was  foon  Air  rounded,  and,  after  as 
good  a  defence  as  it  was  capable  of  making,  compelled  to 
lurrendcr  t< 

Captain 

*  Hit  lordttup  it  delceoded  from  a  family  of  Shuldhun,  in  Ger- 
many! and  his  father,  the  reverend  Samuel  Shuldham,  was  beneficed 
in  the  dioecfe  of  Otibry.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel 
MolyneuM,  of  Ballymulvy,  in  the  county  of  Longford,  efq.  (by  hia 
wife  Catharine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pauley,  of  Dublin,  efq.)  and 
filler  to  Pooley  MoJyneux,  of  Ballymulvey,  who  died,  unmarried,  in 
17711  and,  bequeathed  his  eftatei,  of  about  1600 1.  a  year,  to  the  cldeA 
ton  of  hit  filler,  by  Mr.  Shuldham. 

t  We  lhall  fubjoio  an  account  given  of  thit  tranfacliarj,  in  a  letter 
from  the  Weft  Indies,  written  foon  after  the  time,  and  fince  that  pub.. 

liJhcd 


Jig,:  zed  by  G00gle 


5O&  J.IVKS  AMD  characters  or. 

Captain  Shuldham'*  conduct  on  this  occalion  was, 
immediately  after  his  exchange,  inveftigated  before  * 
court-martial,  by  which  he  was  molt  honourably  acquit- 
ted, and)  in  confequence,  was  appointed  to  the  Panther,  a 
fhip  of  iixty  guns,  launched  a  fnort  time  before.  In  the 
month  of  November  following  he  was  ordered  to  the 
Weft  Indies  under  ihe  orders  of  commodore  Hughes,  who 
was  fent  thither  with  the  fquadron  defined  to  join  Mr. 
Moore,  and  proceed  on  the  attack  of  the  French  iflands. 
He  particularly  diftinguifhed  himfctf  at  the  attack  of 
Baifctcrre,  the  capital  of  the  ifland  of  Gaudatoupe,  which 
furrendered  after  a  very  fpirited  defence,  from  which  tha 
aflailants  received  very  confldcrable  damage. 

In  1 761  captain  Shuldham  was  appointed  to  the  Rai. 
fonable,  of  lixty-four  guns,  a  fhip  taken  from  the  enemy 
not  long  before.  He  was  ordered  at  the  clofe  of  the  year 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  admiral  Rodney,  who  was  fent 
thither  with  a  very  formidable  armament,  to  attack  the 
ifland  of  Martinico.  This  (hip  was  one  of  thofe  ap- 
pointed, under  fir  James  Douglafs,  to  filence  fame  batte- 
ries on  the  coaft ;  in  endeavouring  to  perform  which  fer- 
vice,  when  leading  in,  flie  ran  on  a  fmall  reef  of  rocks  of 
which  the  pilot  was  ignorant.  The  fhip  was  totally  loll, 
but  all  the  people. together  with  the  (lores,  were  faved. 
Captain  Shuldham  in  a  few  days  afterwards  commanded 
the  right  division  of  the  boats  which  landed  the  army  under 
general  Monckton,  but  is  not  afterwards  mentioned  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  war ;  and  indeed  after  his  hit 
accident  does  not  appear  to  have  held  any  commiulon.  We 
have  for  fome years  no  farther  particulars  to  relate  concern- 
ing this  gentleman,  except  that,  in  March  1766,  a 
ridiculous  and  ill-founded  report  of  his  death  was  circu* 

lilhcd  verbatim,  by  fame  hiQorians,  u  the  moft  authentic  that  ii  10  be 

"  The  Warwick,  of  Iixty  gnns,  who  had  been  cruiGng  off  (he  coaft 
of  Martinico,  and  had  taken  feveia!  French  prize,  fell  in  with  the 
Prudent  man  of  war,  of  I  evenly- four  gum,  who  had  in  company  with 
her  1  fiaty  gun  fhip,  and  a  frigate  of  thirty-fix  guni.  The  Warwick 
perceiving  htifelf  thus  over-matched  endeavoured  to  get  clear  by 
making  a  running  fight,  and  afiually  had  got  clear  of  the  large  fiript, 
but  the  Frigate,  being  ordered  to  chacc,  came  up  under  her  (Tern  and 
raked  her  terribly,  by  which-  meant  Ihe  wai  kept  in  play  till  the  Pntr 
den!  again  came  up,  and  die  Warwick  Brock." 

luted, 
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latetl,  and  with  fo  much  peremptorinefs,  as  to  gain  no 
inconfiderable  degree  of  credit. 

The  next  mention  we  find  made  of  him  in  the  fcrvice 
is,  that  about  the  year  1768,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Cornwall,  a  third  rate  of  feventy-four  guns,  lying  at 
Plymouth;  and  afterwards,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 7  7 1 ,  was  commiflioned  to  the  Royal  Oak  of  the  fame 
force,  one  of  the  mips  ordered  to  be  equipped,  at  Ply- 
mouth, in  confequence  of  the  apprehended  rupture  with 
Spain.  In  1772  he  was  appointed  governor  of  New- 
foundland, and  on  his  return  attheclofe  of  that  year  to 
England,  brought  with  him  an  Efquimaux  chief,  who  was 
pre  fen  ted  to  his  majefty.  He  coatinued  in  the  fame 
command  during  the  three  fucceeding  years  without 
meeting  with  any  remarkable  occurrence.  On  the  31ft 
of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  white,  and,  at  the  general  election  which  took  place 
in  the  enfuing  autumn,  was  returned  member  for  Fowcy, 
in  Cornwall.  On  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  he  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue;  a  fhort  time 
before  which  he  was  appointed  to  command  on  the  Ame- 
rican ftation,  and  proceeded  thither  having  his  nag  on. 
board  the  Chatham,  of  fifty  guns. 

General  Howe  having  evacuated  Bofton  with  his  army 
early  in  the  year  1776,  proceeded  to  Halifax  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Mr.  Shuldham's  fmall  fquadron,  from  whence 
he  was,  together  with  the  troops  and  ftorefhips,  convoyed, 
in  the  month  of  June,  to  Staten  I  (land  by  the  vice-admiral* 
who,  on  the  3 1  ft  of  July,  was,  by  writ  of  privy  feal,  bear- 
ing date  the  24th  of  June  preceding,  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Numerous  as  was 
the  fleet  under  his  Iordfhip's  protection,  confiding  of  an 
imrocnfc  number  of  tranfports,  victuallers,  and  ftorefhips, 
it  was  convoyed  in  the  greateft  fafety  to  its  place  of  delri- 
nation,  having  fuficrcd  not  the  fmalleft  diminution  or  lofs 
either  by  capture  or  accident.  The  troops  were  imme- 
diately afterwards  landed  on  Staten  Jfland  without  inter- 
ruption, and  every  preparation  made  under  his  Iordfhip's 
aufpicesfor  commencing  offensive  operations  immediately 
on  the  arrival  of  lord  Howe  and.  the  reinforcements  which 
were  daily  expected  ttova  England. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  material,  far  as  his  lordfliip  was  particularly 
concerned,  took  place  during  the  time  of  his  continuance 
in  America.  He  returned  from  thence  early  in  the  year  1777, 
«nd  did  not  take  upon  him  any  aftive  employment  till  after 
the  commencement  of  hoftitities  with  France  in  the  enfu- 
ing  year :  he  was  then  appointed  to  command  the  addi- 
tional  convoy  lent  with  the  outward-bound  Wed  Indian 
and  American  Sects,  2s  is  fometimes  neceffary  in  time  of 
war  in  order  to  protect  them  to  a  fafe  latitude.  Th  ifi  fer- 
vk»  he  executed  with  fuccefs.  After  his  return  he  re- 
ceived a contmiflion,  appointing  him  port  admiral  at  Ply- 
ciom-h,afotion  he  continued  toho(d,txcept  at  forrrc  intervals 
of  abfence;  during  which  his  place  wasfupplled  by  vice-, 
admiral  Milbank,  tili  after  the  condufion  of  the  war  in 
1783.,  Since  that  time  he  has  not  accepted  any  command, 
fa  that  wc  hare  nothing  farther  to  give  in  addition  10  this 
relation,  except  the  account  of  his  feveral  promotions  :  of 
thefe,  we  believe  the  following  to  be  the  dates :  vice- 
admiral  of  the  white,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1779;  vice 
of  the  red,  September  the  26th,  1 780 ;  admiral  of  the  blue, 
September  the  14th,  1787;  and  admiral  of  the  white, 
February  the  ift,  1793. 

SMITH,  Abel. — The  mil  information  we  have  of 
this  gentleman  is,  that  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Surprize  frigate  on  the  lad  of  January,  1745-6.  hi 
the  month  of  July,  in  the  en  filing  year,  he  was,  ac- 
cording to  fome  accounts,  appointed  captain  of  the 
Crown,  a  fltip  then  newly  launched  at  Deptford :  but  we 
dare  not  alfert  this  for  a  pofitive  fad,  being  fomewhat 
doubtful  whether  it  was  .captain  Abe),  or  captain  Elliot 
Smith,  of  whom  fome  account  has  been  already  given  *. 
He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  accepted,  after  Ac  condufion  of 
the  war  in  1748,  the  command  of  the  Hunter  ftoop; 
and,  in  the  enfuing  year,  to  have  been  promoted  to  the 
Centaur.  The  fame  caufe,  however,  which  raited  our 
doubt  as  to  his  appointment  to  the  Crown,  is  equally 
forcible'  with  regard  to  his  ftibfequcnt  commands,  and 
prevents  our  giving  it  as  a  certain  fc<2,  that  he  was  the 
individual  pcrfon  who  was,  in  1753,  appointed  to  the. 
Royal  Oak.    This  is  the  laft  account,  even  on  prefump- 
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lion,  that  we  have  relative  to  this  gentleman,  exeept  that 
he  died  in  England  on  the  lath  of  May,  1756. 

STEPHENS,  Nathaniel This  gentleman  is  feared  y, 

to  reckon  with  propriety,  entitled  to  a  place  here.  He 
was,  on  the  iftof  February,  1746,  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Lively  frigate,  and  died  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
holding  the  fame  Ration  (but  never  having  had  his  com- 
miflion  confirmed  by  the  admiralty  board)  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1747. 

VAUGHAN,  John,— was,  on  the  itth  of  Auguft, 
1746,  appointed  captain  of  the  Solebay  frigate.  He  is 
one  of  thofe  officers  who  have  lived  to  reach,  with  tha 
greatelr.  credit  to  themfdves,  the  high  eft  rank  in  the  fer- 
,  vice,  without  eVer  being  fortunate  enough  to  experience 
a  fingle  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  celebrity  every  gal- 
lant man  is  ambitious  to  obtain.  So  little  mention  is 
made  of  him  while  he  continued  on  the  lift  of  private  cap- 
tains,that  we  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  account  what- 
ever even  of  his  appointments,  except  that  he  at  one  time, 
not  precifely  to  be  afcertained,  commanded  the  Subtile,  a 
frigate  of  twenty-fix  guns,  taken  from  the  enemy  by  the 
Portland,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 746 ;  and  at  another  pe» 
riod  the  Juno,  of  thirty-two  guns,  Undiftinguifhed  as  thefe 
are,  fo  high  was  the  opinion  entertained  of  him,  and  from 
private  information  we  have  received  it  appears  moftjuftly 
fo,  that  he  was  promoted,  according  to  his  feniority  "on. 
the  lift,  through  the  feveral  ranks  and  degrees  of  a  flag- 
officer  till  he  at  length  reached  that  of  admiral  of  the  blue. 
The  following  appear  to  be  the  dates  of  his  different  pro- 
motions: rear-admiral  of  the  white,  March  (he  31ft,  17751 
rear  of  the  red,  February  3,  1776;  on  the  29th 
of  January,  1778,  vice  of  the  blue;  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1779,  vice  of  the  white;  and  of  the  red,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  1780:  on  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  he 
was  raifed  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue;  but  never  in  any  of 
thefe  ftations  accepted  of  any  command.  He  died  at  his 
feat  at  Trccon,  near  Haverfordweft,  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1789. 

•  In  1771,  on  the  profpeft  of  ■  rupture  with  Spain,  be  wat  mp- 
ifficcr  for  die  port  of  Mil  ford  and  [he  diftria  of 

WEBB, 
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WBBB,  James, — was,  in  174.5,  commander  of  the 
Jamaica  Hoop,  a  veiTel  at  that  time  employed  as  a  cruifer 
in  the  Channel.  At  the  clofe  of  the  year  we  find  him  men- 
tioned as  having,  in  company  with  the  Amazon,  captured  a 
flout  French  privateer,  belonging  to  Granville,  carrying 
fixteen  carriage  and  fwivel  guns,  with  a  crew  of  one  hun- 
dred and  five  men.  He  afterwards  made  prize,  in  the  month 
of  April,  of  a  fecond  of  the  fame  force,  called  the  Poftillion, 
of  Dieppe;  as  he  alfo  did  a  third,  of  inferior  ftrength,  on 
the  28th  of  May,  at  the  back  of  the  I  lie  of  Wight,  toge- 
ther with  a  prize  taken  by  her  immediately  before.  Thefe 
repeated  instances  of  his  activity  were  rewarded  by  his 
promotion,  on  the  25th  of  June,  17+6,  to  be  captain  of 
the  Surprize  frigate,  in  which  he  was  equally  affiduous 
and  fuccefsful.  In  the  month  of  November,  being  at 
anchor  off  Newhaven,  he  difcovered  two  French  priva- 
teers in  chace  of  Tome  merchant  veffels.  He  immediately 
flipped,  and  giving  chace  came  up  with,  and  captured  one 
of  them  after  three  hoars  purfuit ;  the  other  effected  her 
efcape.  In  the  beginning  of  the  en  filing  month  he  was 
equally  fortunate,  having  refcued  an  Engliih  WeM  India- 
man,  and  captured  the  privateer  *  which  was  in  purfuit  of 
her. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1747-8,  he  was  or- 
dered out  on  a  cruife  with  the  Rainbow,  which  was  put 
under  his  command.  On  the  2 2d  of  January,  being  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  he  difcovered  two  mips 
Handing  different  courfes.  He  immediately  made  a  fignal 
for  the  Rainbow  to  chace  one,  while  he  himfelf  purlued 
the  other,  which  he  captured  in  the  duik  of  the 
evening,  after  firing  a  few  (hot  at  her.  It  proved  a  very 
confequential  prize,  being  a  packet,  called  the  Palme, 
belonging  to  the  French  king,  bound  from  Breft  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  mounting  twelve  carriage  guns. 
The  Rainbow  was  equally  fuccefsful,  having  taken 
the  fliip  fhc  was  fent  in  purfuit  of,  a  very  large 
privateer  belonging  to  Granville,  called  the  Count 
de  Noailles,  carrying  twenty-two  carriage  guns,  and 
manned  with  a  chofen  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  awn. 

•  The  Laurent,  of  Dieppe,  carrying  twelve  carriage  and  TwiVel 
niu. 

Still 


Jig,:  zed  by  GoOgle 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GRKAT  BRITAIW.  Jll 

Still  in  the  current  of  fuccefs,  captain  Webb  in  three  days 
afterwards  re-captured  a  very  valuable  (now  from  Anti- 
gua, bound  to  London,  taken  a  few  days  before  by  the 
Dauphin  Royal  privateer  of  St.  Maloes.  From  perfons 
on  board  this  veflel  the  firft  intelligence  was  received  in 
England  of  the  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  Britifb. 
fquadron,  in  the  capture  of  the  greater  part  of  the  convoy 
which  had  efcaped  from  fir  Edward  Hawke,  in  the 
preceding  autumn,  when  L'Etendiere's  fquadron  was  fo 
completely  difcotnfited  by  him.  We  have  no  fubfequent 
.  account  relative  to  him  till  after  the  recommencement  of 
the  war  with  France  in  17561  when  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Sunderland,  of  fixty  guns.  After  quitting  the  fhip 
lalt- mentioned  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Antelope,  in 
which  he  died  on  the  14th  of  May,  1761. 

WELLARD,  Robert,  — was,  on  the  31ft  of  May, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Roebuck,  from  which 
fhip  he  was,  not  long  afterwards,  removed  into  the  Haft- 
ings  frigate.  He  was  ordered  early  in  the  year  1747-8  to 
cruife  in  the  North  Seas,  and  off  the  coaft  of  Holland, 
principally  for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  the  Britifh  com- 
merce in  that  quarter  from  the  depredations  of  privateers. 
In  this  fervice'  he  had  no  indifferent  fuccefs,  having,  on 
the  26th  of  March,  captured  a  vefTel  of  that  defcription, 
belonging  to  Calais,  carrying  twenty  carriage  and  fwivel 
guns;  and  on  the  23d  of  the  enfuing  month  a  fecond,  he- 
longing  to  Boulogne,  called  the  Duke  de  Rambouillet,  of 
fomewhat  inferior  force.  We  find  no  farther  mention 
made  of  him  in  the  fervice,  from  which  we  believe  him 
to  have  retired  many  years  previous  to  his  death.  He  is  faid 
by  fome  to  have  afterwards  accepted  the  command  of  ono 
of  ihe  Dover  packets,  and  to  have  retained  this  itation  till 
his  death,  which  happened,  at  Dover,  on  April  15,  1776. 

WRAY,  Charles,— was,  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye  frigate.  He 
was  not  long  after,  ordered  to  America,  on  which  Itation 
we  find  him  mentioned,  in  the  month  of  May,  1748,  as 
the  captor  of  two  privateers,  one  Spanifh,  the  other 
French,  which  he  carried  into  Charleftown.  The  next 
notice  we  find  taken  of  him  is  in  the  year  1756,  when  he 
was  one  of  the  captains  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  in 
the  month  of  September,  as  pafl'engers  on  board  the  Am- 
I  bufcadc. 
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bufcade,  for  (he  purpofe  of  fupplyine  the  place  of  thflffc 
officer.',  who  were  ordered  to  England  as  evidences  on  the 
approaching  trial  of  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng.  We 
bctieve  him,  on  this  occafion,  to  have  been  appoime*  to 
the  Captain,  of  feventy-four  guns. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  thence  he  appears  to  have 
been  appointed  to  the  Augufta  yacht.  As  we  know  him 
to  have  commanded  that  veflH  in  1761 )  and  do  not  find 
any  intervening  mention  made  of  him  in  any  more  active 
Ration,  we  fuppofe  him  to  have  continued  in  that  we  have 
tuft  pointed  out  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened 
Hi  the  year  1773. 
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